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pany's forces,  43. 
Windham,  Major-General,  testimonial  to, 

226. 
Plymouth  Royal  Sailors'  Home  meeting, 

112. 
Postage  regulations,  the  new,  133. 
Postage  of  books  and  newspapers,  182. 
Ragged  school  union,  112. 
Ragged  schools,  an  excursion  trip,  183. 
Ragged  schools  of  St.   Saviour's,   South- 
wark, meeting  of  supporters,  133. 
Railway  intercommunication  in   the  me- 
tropolis, Sir  J.  Paxton's  plan  for,  133. 
Railways,  parliamentary  expenses  of,  19S. 
Reformatory  institution   of  juveniles    in 

Wiltshire,  199. 
Reformatory  Schools. — -Meeting  at  Bris- 
tol, 224,  250  ;  meeting  at  Birmingham, 
224;  visit  of  Mr.  Deiuetz   to  Red   Hill 
school,    225  ;     Berkshire    school,    225  ; 
meeting  at  Hardwick  Court,  near  Glas- 
gow, 249  ;  at  Stowmarket,  250. 
Retuiins,  Reports,  &c. — Revenue  returns, 
5,  82;  shipwrecks,  85  ;  marriages,  112; 
Irish  Poor  Law  Commissioners'  report, 
134 ;    marriages,    births,    and    deaths, 
ISO,  249. 
Science,   British   association  for    the    ad- 
vancement of,  ly9. 
Scotland,  emigration  from,  198. 
Shoeblacks,  a  tea-party  of,iu  Exeter  Hall, 8. 
Shoeblack  brigades,  182. 
Soldiers'  wives   and  families,  the  central 
association  in  aid  of,  65.  , 

Soldiers'  infant  home,  112. 
St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,    churchyard    of, 

272. 
St.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge,  disputes  respect- 
ing the  forms  of  worship,  86. 
Statistical  society,  the,  6G. 
Tenant  right  movement  in  Dublin,  132. 
Theatrical  fund    (the  royal)  anniversary 

dinner,  86. 
Trade  and  navigation  returns,  199. 
Warehousemen  and  clerks'  school   associ- 
ation, 249. 
Wild-court,  Drury-lane,  improvement  of, 

181. 
Working  men's  college,  251. 


LAW  AND  CRIME. 

Alice  Gray,  the  female  swindler,  247, 
Bailiff,  attempt  to  hang  a,  247. 
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Bankruptcy  and  Insolvency  Courts  — 
Strahan,  Paul,  la.  Bates,   132,  157,  179, 
196,  222,  2(!8  ;  Lawford,  Thomas  Wright, 
case  of,  195,268;  Davidson  &  Gordon, 
2fi6. 
Bevan,  C.  W.  W.,  Secretary  of  the  deposit 
insurance    company,    charge     against, 
158. 
Bible  Burning,  charge  of,  260. 
Birmingham  gaol,  case  of  cruelty  in,  178. 
Blockade,  laws  of,  83. 
Booth,  Mr.   and  Mrs.,  outrage    upon,  at 

Conisborough,  242. 
Boyle  v.  Cardinal  Wiseman,  83,  179. 
Breach   of  promise   of  marriage — Rogers 
v.  Thomson,  111  ;    Holder   v.    Joshng, 
178. 
Bread  riots  in  Whitechapel,  40. 
Bread,  price  of,  meetings  in  Hydo  Park  in 

consequence  of  the,  222, 
Burglaries  and  Bobberies. — Newton's, 
Capl.,  house   in  Stockport   attempted, 
179;  Mullett's,  Mrs.,  at  Worley  Wigton, 
near  Birmingham,  22) ;  Brown's,    Mr., 
Cameron-street,       Birmingham,      243 ; 
Hampshire,  Mr.,  near  Barnaley,  224. 
Coape,  Mr.  Henry  Coe,   tried  for  conspi- 
racy to  obtain  money,  196. 
Criminal  Conversation,  Hawker  v.  Seale, 

265  ;  Hope  v.  Aguado,  401. 
Denison,  Archdeacon,  commission  upon,  7. 
Divorce,  a  case  illustrating  the  hardships  in 

the  law  of,  220. 
Dutch  family,  case  of  domestic  disagree- 
ment, 194. 
Enniskillcn  dragoons,  practical  jokes, '8*. 
Extort  money,  charge  against  a  solicitor, 

158. 
Forqest, — Macdonald,  Alexander,  trial  of, 
for  uttering  a  forged  bill,  7  ;  Morland, 
William,  for  uttering  a  forged  bill  for 
£300,  64;   Drew,  F.,  case  of  re-using  old 
stamps,  fi4  ;  Wilson,  E  ,  tried  for  forging 
a  cheque,    178 ;    Beresford,    The   Rev. 
W.  D  ,  case  of,  269. 
Giles,  Dr  ,  case  of  a  false  entry  of  a  mar- 
riage, 64. 
Gold  dust  lost  at  sea,  singular  insurance 

case,  81. 
Gordon,  Miss,  charged  with   torturing  a 

pony,  83. 
Grinburn,  Mr.,  linen-draper,  charged  with 

ill-using  a  seamstress,  I94. 
Handcock    v.    Delacour,    otherwise     De 

Burgh,  39. 
Hope  v.  Aguado  :   Criminal  Conversation, 

401. 
Hyde  Pari;,  Sunday  disturbances  in,  243. 
Incendiarism  at  Kochview,  65. 
Income-tax,   refusal  of  a  Roman  Catholic 

priest  to  pay,  220. 
Interest  on  a  bank-note — action  against  the 

bank  of  England,  158. 
Land  transport  office,   complaint  against 

the,  244. 
Livings,  telling  presentations  to,  64. 
Luxembourg  railway,   three    English  di- 
rectors charged  with  swindling,  195. 
Marriage,  validity  of   a,  performed  by  a 

clergyman  for  himself,  216. 
Military  riot  at  Devizes,  64. 
Mistaken  identity,  curious  case  of,  244. 
Mi-rder. — Bacon,  Mrs.,  at  Rochester,  by 
Elizabeth  Lawes,  31;    Bagley,  Mrs,  at 
Ardham,  195  ;    Hinds,  Miss,  at  Cavan, 
221 ;    Lambert,  Mr.,  at  Foley  Place,  by 
Baranelli,  7  ;  Moore,  Mr.  Charles  Collard, 
by  Barthelemy,  7  ;  Mason,  by  Meadows, 
at  Kate's  Hill,  near  Dudley,  111 ;  Pros- 
ton,  Mrs.,  by  her  husband,  at  Wheelock, 
near  Sandback,  Cheshire,  111  ;    Smith, 
Mrs.,  by  her  husband,  at  Rochester,  179  ; 
Stirling,  Mr.,  at  Durham,  241  ;  a  child, 
by  a  boy  twelve  years  of  age,  220 ;   of 
Naomi     Kingswell    by    a    man-servant, 
Abraham  Baker,  221,  270. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne    bank    robbed   by    a 

cashier,  244. 
Nottingham,  bread  riots  in,  196. 
Nunn,  Mr.,  trial  of  case  of  transposing  the 

goldsmiths'  hall  mark,  7. 
Outrages  committed  by  men  on  their  wives, 

cases  of,  196,220,243. 
Palmer,  Mr.,  chaiged  with  poisoning  Mr. 

Cook,  270. 
Pensioner,  death  of  a,  from  starvation,  in 
Derbyshire,  6. 


Philip,  Mr.  R.,  late  provost  of  Leith,  tried 

for  indecent  practices,  243. 
Picking  pockets,  Golden,  P.,  sentenced  to 

fifteen  years  transportation  for,  8. 
Practical  joking  in  the  army,'  84,  131. 
Police  in  Hyde  Park, Commission  ofEnquiry 

into  the  conduct  of  the,  159,  178,  247. 
Preston,  military  officers  smashing  street 

lamps  at,  195. 
Railway  train,  attempt  to  upset  a,  194. 
Ramsbotham,  Mrs.,  charged  with  stealing 

four  handkerchiefs,  82. 
Ramsbottom,  Mr.,  attempt  to  murder,  in 

King's  County,  2)4. 
Riehardson  v.  Gregory,  159. 
Russian  subject  sueing  for  wages,  220. 
Russia ,  case  illust  rative  of  the  trade  carried 

on  through  Prussia,  245. 
Stabbing  by  a  militiaman,  S4. 
St.  Martin's  workhouse,  refusal  to  admit 

a  boy,  242. 
Strahan,  Paul,  and  Bates,  bankruptcy  of, 

132,  157,  179,  196,  222,  268. 
Suicihes  of— Gerrard,  Mr.  H.J. ,179;     a 
woman  on  the  Ballymena  Railway,  179; 
Pcyne,  Mr.,  of  Nottingham,  by  hanging, 
195;    Wood,  Mr.,  (of  the  General  1'..- 1 
Office)  by  poison,  195  ;  Hull,  Mr.,  pawn- 
broker  of    Union  street,   by    hanging, 
195;     Miller,      Mr.,     Schoolmaster    of 
II. M.S.  "  Wizard,"  by  drowning,  196; 
Franks,  Dr.   Hermann,  242;   Moselers, 
Mr.  C,  clerk  in  Messrs.  Prescott's  Bank, 
246 ;    Campion,    William,    a  lunatic    at 
Bethlehem  office,  246  ;  Lardner,  Mr.  271. 
Sunday      Trading      Bill,      demonstration 
against,  in  Ilyiie  Park,  157 ;   Keport   of 
the  commissioners  on  the  conduct  of  the 
police,  L47. 
Swindler  at  Southampton,  245,  266. 
Swindler  (the  female),  Alice  Gray,  247,  266. 
Tempest,  Lord  Ernest  Vane,  charged  with 
assaulting   Mr.   Nash,   of  the    Windsor 
Theatre,  221. 
Theatrical  Licences,   the  law  respecting, 

247. 
Thomas  v.  O'Beirne,  breach  of  agreement, 

158. 
Ticket    of   leave  men,     crimes    bv,    111, 

131. 
"Tiger,"  H.M.S.,  court  martial  on   the 

officers  for  the  loss  of  the,  84. 
Tutton,  Thomas,  charged  with  poisoning 

his  lather,  195. 
Vaughan,  Kev.  Dr.,  charges  against,  346. 
Waldron  v.  Bates,  libel  action,  83. 
Wheat  Cutting  on  Sunday,  case  of  Natha- 
niel Williams,  221. 
Wooler,  Mr.,  tried  on  suspicion  of  having 
poisoned  his  wile,  267. 


ACCIDENT  AND  DISASTER. 

Bailey,  Mr.,  death  of,  through  somnam- 
bulism, 248. 

Boiler  Explosion  at  Losh,  Wilson  and 
Bell's,  at  Walker-on-the-Tyne,  223. 

Cart  Accident  near  Harrogate,  death  of  two 
men,  221. 

Colliery  Accidents.— Dunkenfield,  Che- 
shire, fatal  accident  at,  159 ;  Bilston,  ex- 
plosion of  lire-damp  at,  223 ;  at  Cwm- 
aman,  271. 

Cremornc  Gardens,  accident  to  some  sol- 
diers, 180. 

Curzon,  Mr.  George,  death  of,  132. 

Drowning.  —  Death  of  four  lads,  while 
skating  in  St.  James's  Park,  8 ;  four 
gentlemen  in  Loch  Gowna,  85  ;  Ryan, 
Mr.,  in  the  Surrey  Canal,  159  ;  Dent,  Air. 
Douglas,  of  Devonport,  197  ;  Goodwin, 
Cowell,  and  Rigby,  pupils  ot  Haversham 
School,  197  ;  Johns,  Mr.  J.  T.  A.,  Pem- 
broke College,  Oxford,  248. 

Fires— at  Booth  and  Co.'s  Factory,  Wol- 
verhampton, 198  ;  Chamouni,  the  vil- 
lage of,  destroyed,  179;  Cooper's,  Mr., 
at  Altrincham,  180;  Floating  battery, 
111 ;  Fordham's,  Mrs.,  Bcrmondsey- 
wall,180;  Jenning's  Cotton  Mills,  Roch- 
dale, 224;  Patent  Ropery,  Monkwear- 
mouth,  224  ;  "  Mauritius,"  destruction 
of  the,  41 ;  Rouse's,  .Mr  ,  Farringdon  St., 
65;  Routledge's,  Messrs.,  Holland  St., 
i0 ;  in  the  Hackney  Road,  132. 


Floating  battery,  destruction  of  a,  by  tire, 
atMillwall,  111. 

Fog,  accidents  during  a,  218. 

Foreign  Legion,  death  of  a  soldier  of  the, 
221. 

Frozen  to  death,  ease  of,  near  Rochester, 
40. 

Ilawkie's,  Messrs.,  factory  destroyed  by 
an  explosion  of  gunpowder,  179. 

Johnson,  Captain,  death  of,  65. 

Julie,  Mademoiselle,  death  of,  271. 

Leith,  fatal  accident  at,  through  fencing 
with  swords,  8. 

Lightning,  a  child  killed  by,  at  Grimstone, 
180. 

Machinery  accident  at  Messrs.  Cummings' 
at  Belmont,  159. 

Naphtha,  explosion  of,  65. 

Neglect  of  duty  by  a  railway  watchman, 
223. 

Nicholson,  Mr.,  ortran-builder  of  Maccles- 
field, death  of,  198. 

Oxley,  Miss,  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  cliff, 
179. 

Portsmouth  dockyard,  explosion  of  gas  in, 
65. 

Quarry  accident  in  the  Llann  Bcvis  Slate 
Quarry,  198. 

Railway  Accidents— Croydon  and  Mit- 
cham,  near  lieddington,  224 ;  the  inquest 
on  John  Bergham,  248  ;  Eastern  Coun- 
ties, near  Thetford,  8;  at  Bow,  180; 
Glasgow  and  Paisley,  near  Glasgow,  40 ; 
Great  Northern,  at  Leeds,  8  ;  during  the 
Queen's  journey,  197  ;  Great  Western 
near  Priestfield's  Junction,  180;  Hull 
and  Selby  Railway,  near  Ham er ton, 
249 ;  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  near 
Oldham,  180  ;  at  New  Benley  station, 
248 ;  London  and  North  Western,  at 
Heaton  Norris,  223 ;  Manchester  and 
Sheffield,  fall  of  a  tunnel,  159;  in  the 
Dinting  Viaduct,  197  ;  Midland,  at  Ilke- 
ston Moor,  159 ;  North  British,  near 
Berwick,  180 ;  North  Kent,  at  New- 
Cross,  271;  North  London,  at  Cam- 
den-town,  112;  North  Woolwich,  near 
Barking  Road,  248 ;  Oxford,  Worcester 
and  Wolverhampton,  at  Dudlev,  197;  at 
Churchill,  222;  Reading  and  Reigate. 
near  Reading,  19/ ;  South  Eastern  at 
Guildford,  248. 

Shepherd,  Mr.,  of  the  Oxford  Arms, 
Waterloo-road,  death  of,  198. 

Shipwrecks— of  the  Isabella  Anderson,  of 
Inverness,  85  ;  John,  emigrant  ship,  112  ; 
Ahberton,  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  159  ; 
Register  of  shipwrecks,  85. 

Stalcy  Bridge,  fatal  accident  at,  ISO. 

Sunderland,  the  Rev.  S.,  killed  by  the  up- 
setting of  an  omnibus,  15g. 

Wetherby,  Miss,  death  of,  from  a  fall  from 
a  cliff,  at  Broadstairs,  159. 

Woolwich,  fatal  accident  from  the  bursting 
of  a  gun,  223. 

Young,  Major,  death  of,  65. 


FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL. 

Africa— Western  Coast— disastrous  affair 
with  natives,  167. 

Australia — Outbreak  at  the  Ballarat  gold- 
fields,  11;  growth  of  Melbourne,  11; 
revenue  returns  of  Victoria,  1 1  ;  convict 
prevention  bill,  44 ;  the  revenue,  44 ; 
riots  at  the  Ballarat  diggings,  67,  227  ; 
trial  of  the  prisoners,  114  ;  contribution 
to  the  patriotic  fund,  114;  earthquake, 
135 ;  the  imports,  160 ;  Melbourne  theatre, 
227  ;  journalism  in  Melbourne,  227 ; 
Ballarat,  improvement  in  the  condition 
of,  228  ;  execution  of  murderers,  228. 

Austria. — The  Vienna  Conferences,  71, 
118;  concordat  with  the  Pope,  21)1  ; 
arrest  of  Colonel  Thier,  262. 

California,  a  picture  of  the  social  state  of, 
239. 

Cape  of  Good  nope. — Fighting  between 
the  Dutch  and  the  Caffrcs,  67  ;  opening 
of  the  session,  proposed  plan  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier,  114;  railroads, 
proposed  formation  of,  185. 

Ceylon— Attempt  on  the  life  of  Sir  Henry 
Ward,  227. 

China.— Death  of  the  Tartar  Emperor, 
160;  the  Insurrection,  11,  43. 
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Coblontz,  an  act  of  excommunication  at, 
278. 

France —Remarkable  success  of  the  war 
loan,  22,  191;  the  Emperor's  address  to 
the  Imperial  Guard,  under  orders  for  the 
Crimea,  22;  attempts  on  the  life  of  the 
Emperor,  118,  *14;  opening  of  the 
Great  Exhibition,  118;  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, visit  of  the,  183 ;  railway  accident 
on  the  Versailles  line,  214  ;  Empress, 
pregnancy  of,  237 ;  Boulogne,  monument 
to  be  erected  at,  to  commemorate  the 
Queen's  visit,  237 ;  the  Emperor's 
speech  at  the  closing  of  the  Exposition, 
261 ;  Sardinia,  arrival  of  the  king  of, 
261 ;  great  Are  in  Paris,  261. 

Gambia — insurrection  in,  201. 

India. — The  reinforcements  for  the  Crimea, 
43;  message  from  the  king  of  Ava,  43; 
the  embassy  to  Ava, 275 ;  Calcutta  Exhi- 
bition, opening  of  the,  67;  patriotic  fund, 
67;  hostilities  with  the  hill  tribes,  114  ; 
treaty  with  the  C'abul  government,  114; 
murder  of  Captain  Madigan,  in  Burmah, 
160  ;  insurrection  of  the  Santals,  201,227, 
252;  murder  of  Mr.  Conolly,  252. 

Italy. — Eruption  of  Vesuvius,  119. 

Mexico.— Abdication  and  flight  of  Santa 
Anna,  215. 

Naples.— Tyranny  in,  191,  214. 

Petropaulovski.— Destruction  of  the  forts 
at,  by  the  Allied  fleets,  212. 

Portugal.— Accession  of  the  young  king, 
214. 

Prussia. — King's  birthday,  rejoicings  at 
Berlin,  238. 

Russia.— Formation  of  a  general  militia, 
47 ;  Death  of  the  Emperor,  71  ;  Petro- 
paulovski destroyed  by  the  Allied  fleets, 
212;  Kandalak  destroyed,  212;  Em- 
peror 's  address  to  his  people,  233 ;  the 
loan,  278 ;  the  new  levy,  279. 

The  War  in  the  Baltic. — Massacre  of  an 
English  boat's  crew,  bearing  a  flag  of 
truce,  at  Hango,  142 ;  letter  from  Dr. 
Easton,  212;  despatch  from  Lieutenant 
Geneste,  278;  destruction  of  shipping, 
167 ;  Svarrholm  fort  destroyed,  167 ; 
the  town  of  Lovisa  burnt,  167  ;  Sweaborg 
bombarded,  188;  return  of  the  fleet,  200. 

Sardinia. — The  alliance  with  France  and 
England,  23 ;  review  of  the  troops  for 
the  Crimea,  94  ;  opening  of  the  chambers 
— the  king's  speech,  262. 

Saxe-Coburg  Gotha.— The  law  of  succes- 
sion for  the  duchy  of,  119. 

Siam. — The  treaty  with,  160  ;  reverses  of 
the  insurgents,  horrible  executions,  215. 

Spain. — The  new  constitution,  22 ;  pro- 
posed alliance  with  England  and  France, 
215. 

Sweden.— Rejoicings  in,  for  the  fall  of 
Sebastopol,  238. 

Turkey  and  Russia. — The  War  ;  Sebas- 
topol, siege  of,  11,  44,  68,  89,  114,  136, 
161,  185,  228;  capture  of,  £06-208; 
sortie,  Colonel  Waddy's  account  of  a,  13  ; 
privations  and  sufferings  of  the  army, 
14,  21,  44,  45 ;  soldiers'  letters,  15  ; 
light  cavalry  charge  described  by  a 
wounded  soldier,  16 ;  Raglan,  Lord, 
opinions  of,  17,  18;  death  of,  166; 
Balaklava,  state  of,  18,  258 ;  strength 
of  the  British  army,  on  the  1st  and  25th 
of  January,  21,  45 ;  Eupatoria,  the 
Russians  repulsed  at,  by  Umev  Pasha, 
47,  168  ;  improved  condition  of  the 
army,  70  ;  Vienna  conferences,  71 ;  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  death  of  the,  70 ;  ar- 
mistice, description  of  an,  91 ;  Vickers, 
Captain,  death  of,  89,  90;  eastern 
coast,  operations  on  the,  91;  rifle  pits, 
capture  of  the,  115 ;  Kertch  expeditions, 
117,  118,  140 ;  cavalry  affairs  at,  236  ; 
Sardinian  troops,  arrival  of  the,  117  ; 
Russian  trenehts  captured  by  the  French, 
137 ;  Mamelon  and  Quarries,  storming 
of  the,  137 ;  Malakhoff  and  Redan,  un- 
successful assault  on  the,  139  ;  Shadforth, 
Colonel,  death  of,  185  ;  Tchernaya, 
battle  of  the,  183,  201 ;  Kars  invested  by 
the  Russians,  198 ;  an  assault  repulsed", 
236,  253  ;  Order  of  the  Bath,  the  cere- 
mony of  the,  190 ;  Soyer's  services,  205  ; 
Sebastopol,  capture  of,  206,  22S  ;  cavalry 
action  at  Eupatoria,  235 ;  Kinburn, 
capture  of,  236,  258  ;  drunkenness  in  the 


army,  258 ;  Codrington,  General,  ap- 
pointed Commander-in-Chief,  259  ;  gun- 
powder explosion,  259;  Azoff,  destruc- 
tion o''  Russian  property  in  the  sea  of, 
259,  277 ;  Ingour,  passage  of  the,  260 ; 
inventory  of  the  contents  of  Sebastopol, 
276. 

United  States. — Popular  education,  23; 
enlisting  for  the  British  army  prohibited, 
95, 191 ;  Niagara  Falls,  five  men  drowned 
at,  191 ;  Laurence,  the  Hon.  R.  Abbott, 
death  of,  215  ;  Women's  Rights  Con- 
vention, 215;  Yellow  fever  at  New 
Orleans,  215 ;  Lynch  law,  a  case  of,  239 ; 
hostile  feeling  towards  England,  263. 

West  Indies. — Jamaica,  opening  of  the 
legislature,  11;  the  crops,  227. 
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Both  Houses  of  Parliament  re-assembled  on  Tuesday, 
the  23rd  inst. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
communicated  a  letter  from  Admiral  Dundas,  acknow- 
ledging the  resolutions  of  thanks  to  himself  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Black  Sea  Fleet. 

The  Earl  of  Ellenborough  gave  notice  that  on 
Thursday  next  he  should  move  for  a  Return  of  the 
Number  of  Troops  sent  out  to  the  Crimea,  distinguish- 
ing the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  sailors,  and  also  the 
number  of  killed,  wounded,  sick,  and  otherwise  dis- 
abled. 

Earl  Grey  gave  notice  that  on  Thursday  next  he 
should  ask  a  question  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
respecting  the  Orders  sent  out  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  send  home  the  V2lh 
and  91st  Regiments. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  moved  for  a  copy  of  the 
order  Granting  Medals  to  the  Army  in  the  Crimea.  He 
called  attention  to  the  omission  of  the  troops  engaged  at 
Balaklava.  When  your  lordships  (said  the  Duke)  consider 
the  terms  of  the  despatch  in  which  the  battle  of  Balaklava 
was  commmunicated  by  Lord  Raglan,  who  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  pretty  good  judge  of  what  took  place,  you 
must  acknowledge  that  the  conduct  of  the  Scotch  High- 
landers in  resisting  the  attack  of  a  vast  numerically 
greater  body  of  Russians  was  worthy  to  be  deemed  a 
victory;  and  although  overmatched  by  numbers,  as  they 
ultimately  were,  it  was  impossible  that  greater  bravery 
could  be  displayed.  Your  lordships  ought  never  to  for- 
get, the  country  can  never  forget,  the  splendid  conduct 
of  the  Light  Cavalry  under  the  command  of  my  noble 
friend,  whom  I  am  happy  to  see  in  his  place,  when 
making  a  charge  in  pursuance  of  orders,  which  I 
venture  to  say  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  carry  out. 
When  they  found  these  men,  hemmed  in  as  they  were 
by  infantry,  swept  from  the  field  by  a  continuous  dis- 
charge of  grapeshot,  and  attacked  by  an  overwhelming 
force  of  cavalry,  still  retiring  in  full  and  complete  order, 
surely  no  man  could  say  that  the  battle  of  Balaklava  was 
not  worthy  of  being  deemed  a  victory.  Did  not  the 
enemy  attempt  to  turn  your  flank  ?  Did  they  not 
attempt  to  raise  the  siege  of  Sebastopol  ?  And  was  it 
not  owing  to  the  gallant  bearing  and  heroic  conduct  of 
the  soldiers  at  the  battle  of  Balaklava  that  the  siege  of 
Sebastopol  was  not  raised  ?  Would  this  country  then, 
when  appealed  to,  say,  that  the  men  so  engaged,  though 
not  the  strongest  in  the  conflict,  were  not  worthy  of  a 
reward  of  merit  ?  I  know  that  I  must  live  to  a  very 
late  period  before  I  shall  ever  again  have  to  speak  of  such 
actions  as  those  to  which  I  have  now  alluded.  I  wish 
to  ask  my  noble  friend  (the  Duke  of  Newcastle)  upon 
what  ground  it  is  that  he  has  not  given  this  clasp  to  the 
men  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Balaklava  ?  I  wish  also  to 
ask  him,  whether  it  is  not  the  iutention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  a  copy  of  the  medal  to  the  sailors  who 
landed,  and  who  shared  in  the  dangers  and  participated 
in  the  victories  of  the  army  ?  I  wish  to  know  why, 
when  undergoing  the  same  dangers,  and  discharging 
equally  onerous  duties,  there  should  be  one  rule  ap- 
plied to  the  soldier,  and  another  to  the  sailor  ?  It  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  state  the  great  value  which  both 
soldiers  and  sailors  attach  to  the  possession  of  medals 
commemorative  of  the  actions  in  which  they  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves.      It  is  admitted  that  they  do 


estimate  the  possession  of  those  medals  most  highly.  Of 
what  use  is  a  vote  of  thanks  by  Parliament  to  a  soldier  ? 
He  might  possibly  read  a  paper  signed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  which  may  do  all  very  well  so  long  as 
the  man  remains  in  his  regiment,  or  in  his  ship 
unwounded ;  but  when  he  becomes  a  sufferer,  and  goes 
back  to  his  village  no  longer  able  to  serve  his  country, 
what  then  has  he  to  show  that  he  was  present  in  the 
action  in  which  he  has  received  his  disabling  wounds  ? 
That,  then,  was  the  object  of  a  medal.  It  does  what  no 
vote  of  thanks  can  do.  When  the  veteran  warrior 
returns  to  his  domestic  hearth,  his  bosom  glows  with 
pride  as  he  displays  in  his  breast  a  token  that  he,  too, 
has  done  some  service  to  his  country.  I  must  also  ex- 
press my  regret  that  medals  are  not  to  be  given  to  the 
representatives  of  those  who  fell  in  action.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  good  reason  for  such  a  rule.  Formerly, 
the  objection  to  the  rule  scarcely  existed,  because  the 
conferring  of  medals  and  rewards  was  so  long  delayed 
that  it  would  have  been  attended  with  great  difficulty  to 
find  out  the  persons  to  whom  the  medals  should  be 
awarded.  But  no  such  difficulty  is  to  be  encountered 
now.  The  mode  of  distributing  the  fund,  supported  by 
Her  Majesty  and  which  has  done  such  vast  credit  to  the 
people  of  England  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
subscribed  to  it,  affords  ample  means  of  finding  out  the 
representatives  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  Crimea. 
Meritorious  as  the  raising  of  that  fund  undoubtedly  is, 
still  I  could  have  wished  that  it  had  been  a  compulsory 
tax  on  the  people  at  large.  I  wish  it  in  justice  to  the 
good,  liberal,  and  generous  portion  of  that  people ;  for 
it  is  well  known  that  the  peacemongers,  be  they  few  or 
be  they  many,  have  made  that  cry  an  excuse  not  to  sub- 
scribe at  all.  Means,  then,  being  found  to  ascertain  who 
are  the  proper  recipients  of  the  fund  thus  raised,  the  same 
means  may  be  used  to  discover  persons  to  whom  should 
be  given  the  rewards  of  honour  and  of  merit.  I  apologise 
for  bringing  this  subject  before  the  house,  but  it  is  a  sub- 
ject on  which  I  feel  most  deeply.  I  am  most  anxious  that 
justice  should  be  done  te  our  army  in  the  Crimea,  for 
in  no  period  of  our  history  can  any  instance  be  quoted 
where  gratitude  to  our  military  force  was  more  justly 
due.  The  bravery  of  our  men  under  dangers  of  every 
kind  has  been  almost  unexampled,  and  the  privations 
they  have  had  to  undergo  must  be  admitted  by  every 
one  to  be  of  no  ordinary  character.  Well,  my  lords,  for 
what  is  it,  after  all,  that  I  am  now  making  any  appeal 
to  Her  Majesty's  ministers  ?  Were  'any  man  to  come 
into  this  house  at  the  present  moment,  he  would  suppose 
that  I  was  asking  for  a  large  grant  of  public  money 
with  which  to  reward  those  brave  and  heroic  men  whose 
cause  I  now  plead ;  but,  my  lords,  all  I  ask  is,  that 
those  men,  when  they  return  to  their  country,  may  go 
to  their  homes  and  cheer  their  domestic  hearths  by 
displaying  to  their  kindred  and  friends  some  lasting 
token  of  a  nation's  gratitude  for  the  services  they  have 
rendered  and  the  sufferings  they  have  endured. — The 
Duke  of  Newcastle  said,  Considering  the  interesting 
nature  of  the  subject  which  my  noble  friend  has  brought 
under  the  notice  of  your  lordships,  I  am  confident  that 
your  lordships  will  feel  that  he  has  no  need  of  apologising 
for  engaging  the  attention  of  the  house,  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  every  one  must  feel  the  greatest  interest  in  a 
question  which  involves  the  honourable  reward  of  those 
gallant  men   who   have   fought  the    battles    of    their 
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country  in  the  Crimea.  I  am  sure  there  is  no  one  who 
is  more  sensible  than  my  noble  friend  of  the  difficulties 
that  attend  the  dispensation  of  such  honours  as  those  to 
which  he  has  referred.  He  will  admit  that  it  would 
not  be  right,  in  the  case  of  a  protracted  war,  or  even  of 
a  long  campaign,  that  clasps  of  honour  should  be  granted 
to  the  gallantry  of  our  soldiers  in  engagements  un- 
attended with  any  important  results.  I  believe,  there- 
fore, that,  although  no  general  rule  has  been  laid  down, 
yet  it  is  recognised  as  a  principle  that  clasps  should  not 
be  granted  for  general  actions  except  when  those  general 
actions  have  led  to  victory.  I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
said  that  the  battle  of  Balaklava  was  one  of  those 
actions,  although  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  every  man 
engaged  in  that  battle  was  as  fully  entitled  to  a  mark 
of  merit  as  any  man  engaged  either  at  the  battle  of 
Alma  or  of  Inkermann,  which  unquestionably  came 
under  that  category.  There  might,  I  think,  be  some 
doubt,  at  least,  on  that  point ;  but,  in  such  a  case,  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  ought  to  be  given  to  the  party 
most  interested,  and  therefore  I  beg  to  inform  your 
lordships  that  Her  Majesty  has  directed  that  a  clasp 
shall  be  given  for  the  action  of  Balaklava.  I  trust 
it  may  not  be  considered  by  our  military  authorities 
that  we  are  departing  from  the  rules  of  the  army  in 
granting  these  clasps  to  the  army  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Balaklava,  but  I  do  think,  after  the  comments  made 
upon  that  action,  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree 
unjust  to  withhold  a  mark  of  honour  from  those  gallant 
men.  My  lords,  I  must  say,  with  all  deference  to  those 
who  have  been  engaged  in  other  battles,  that  there 
cannot  be  adduced  from  the  annals  of  warfare,  ancient 
or  modern,  instances  of  greater  gallantry,  or  of  greater 
self-devotion,  than  wure  shown,  both  by  officers  and 
men,  at  the  battle  of  Balaklava.  Having  disposed  of 
this  point,  I  come  to  the  second  topic  to  which  the  noble 
duke  has  referred — namely,  the  defective  distribution 
of  the  Crimean  medal.  Undoubtedly,  it  was  not 
intended  that  the  medal  should  be  confined  to  the 
soldiers  only  who  were  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Alma 
and  Inkermann  ;  nor  was  it  intended  to  be  confined  to 
the  sailors ;  but,  in  giving  the  Crimean  medal,  it  was 
not  only  granted  to  the  soldiers  engaged  in  those  actions, 
but  also  to  the  sailors,  who  were  as  highly  entitled  to  it 
as  the  soldiers,  they  having  rendered  most  valuable 
assistance  to  the  troops.  From  the  very  first — it  was 
intended  so  to  dispense  the  medals, 'and,  if  there  has 
been  any  misapprehension  on  the  subject,  I  beg  to 
repeat  that  it  has  always  been  intended  that  the  Crimean 
medal  should  be  given  not  only  to  all  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army,  but  to  all  the  members!  of  the 
navy  engaged  in  that  part  of  the  world.  I  now  come  to 
the  third  point,  namely,  the  granting  of  medals  to  the 
representatives  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle. 
I  agree  with  my  noble  friend,  [.that  if  the  family  of 
those  who  have  fallen  in  these  engagements  can  derive 
any  consolation  from  the  possession  of  that  medal  which 
would  have  been  given  to  the  member  of  their  family  if 
he  had  survived,  it  is  right  that  the  country  should 
confer  it.  My  noble  friend  has  correctly  observed,  that 
the  difficulty  which  heretofore  existed  in  that  respect  in 
consequence  of  the  medals  being  granted  so  long  after 
the  services  for  which  they  were  conferred,  did  no  longer 
exist ;  and  that  if  a  new  precedent  were  set  on  this 
occasion,  and  a  retrospective  character  were  given  to  it, 
my  noble  friend  would  not  be  unwilling  to  aid  in 
carrying  it  out,  unless  there  existed  an  utter  impossi- 
bility of  doing  so.  I  may,  therefore,  inform  my  noble 
friend  and  your  lordships,  that  it  is  proposed  by  Her 
Majesty's  government  that  medals  shall  be  given,  not 
only  to  all  the  survivors  engaged  in,  but  also  to  the 
representatives  of  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  fell  in 
the  various  actions  in  the  Crimea.  My  noble  friend 
will,  of  course,  see,  that  in  order  to  render  this  boon  of 
any  value,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  name  of 
the  individual  should  be  engraved  upon  the  medal. 
When  first  the  medal  was  proposed,  it  was  thought  it 
might  be  of  great  advantage  to  send  it  out  at  an  early 
period  to  the  brave  men  who  had  earned  it  by  their 
valour  ;  but  in  granting  the  medal  in  the  manner  it  is 
now  proposed  to  do,  some  three  or  four  months  must 
necessarily  elapse  before  it  can  be  completed,  and  I  hope 
this  period  of  delay  will  not  be  attributed  to  neglect  on 


the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  government.  We  are 
anxiously  waiting  to  complete  them,  and  1  am  sure  that 
the  country  will  approve  of  what  I  have  now  announced. 
— The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  said  that  nothing  could 
be  more  satisfactory  or  more  liberal  than  the  announce- 
ment which  the  house  had  just  heard.  At  the  same 
time,  he  must  remark  that  such  rewards  might  be  made 
too  cheap,  and,  so  far  as  the  service  with  which  he  was 
connected  was  concerned,  he  was  sure  that,  if  the 
medals  were  indiscriminately  given,  they  would  be  des- 
pised, instead  of  being  prized. — The  Earl  of  Ellen- 
borough  said  that  the  question  raised  by  Lord 
Hardwicke  was  one  of  great  importance.  Having 
distributed  some  60,000  medals,  he  was  in  a  position  to 
pronounce  an  opinion,  and  he  was  sure  that  there  was 
only  one  rule  to  be  adhered  to,  and  that  was  to  give  no 
medal  except  for  distinguished  services  under  fire.  He 
rejoiced  to  hear  that  such  rewards  were  about  to  be 
given  to  the  cavalry  who  were  engaged  at  Balaklava  ; 
he  rejoiced  also  that  the  seamen  were  to  share  in  that 
reward ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  medal  would  be  given 
not  to  all  the  seamen  serving  in  the  Black  Sea,  but  only 
to  such  as  were  actually  engaged  on  shore  or  in  the 
attack  on  the  17th  of  October.  He  regretted  that  there 
should  have  been  any  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  for  what  gallant  men,  whether  they  were 
soldiers  or  sailors,  especially  valued  was  promptitude ;  and 
did  not  such  acts  of  heroism  deserve  speedy  recognition  ? 
What  soldiers  and  sailors  love  (said  Lord  Ellenborough) 
is  promptitude  in  the  acknowledgment  of  their  gallantry 
and  of  the  value  of  their  services.  They  are,  of  all  men 
in  the  world,  the  most  sensitive.  Honour  to  them  is 
life ;  and  life  without  honour  is  worthless.  The  thing 
which  most  of  all  others  they  desire  is  personal  distinc- 
tion ;  it  is  for  that  that  they  rush  into  action,  braving 
wounds  and  death  ;  and  do  you  think  that  the  men  who 
at  Balaklava  enacted  deeds  of  heroism  to  which  you  can 
hardly  find  a  parallel,  are  not  deserving  of  such  an 
acknowledgment  as  I  have  named  ?  I  can  find  a  parallel 
to  the  deeds  of  Alma,  great  as  those  deeds  were  ;  I  can 
find  a  parallel  to  the  deeds  of  Inkermann,  though  they 
were  still  more  remarkable  than  the  deeds  enacted  on 
the  heights  of  Alma,  but  I  do  not  know  where  I  can 
find  a  parallel  to  the  deeds  of  Balaklava.  Cavalry  has 
charged  artillery  before,  cavalry  has  charged  infantry 
on  many  occasions,  and  cavalry  has  charged  cavalry,  but 
I  know  not  the  instance,  although  it  may  exist,  in 
which  cavalry  has  before  charged  the  cavalry,  infantry, 
and  artillery  belonging  to  a  powerful  army  in  position. 
I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  and  I  do  not  believe 
it  has  existed.  How  is  it,  then,  that  it  did  not  at  once 
leap  into  the  noble  duke's  mind  that  it  was  due  to  the 
feelings  of  our  army  that  they  should  be  rewarded  at 
once  as  they  ought  to  be  rewarded  ?  The  medals  for 
Balaklava  should  have  been  instantly  struck  ;  not  a 
moment's  delay  ought  to  have  taken  place.  When 
Curtius  threw  himself  armed  into  the  gulf  in  order  by 
the  sacrifice  of  himself  to  promote  the  future  welfare  of 
his  country,  he  did  not  do  a  deed  of  more  desperate 
fidelity,  he  did  not  do  an  act  of  more  absolute  self- 
devotion  than  that  done  by  our  cavalry  in  that  memor- 
able charge.  And  let  me  not  forget  that  noble  regiment 
— the  93rd — under  its  gallant  commander  Brigadier- 
General  Campbell,  one  of  the  very  first  officers  we  have 
— an  officer  in  whom  the  troops  felt  a  just  confidence, 
and  who  had  the  entire  confidence  of  the  late  Sir  C. 
Napier  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  by  whom  he  was 
designated,  on  the  death-bed  of  that  able  general,  as 
one  fitted  for  the  command  of  the  army,  which  I  trust 
he  will  hold;  for  I  do  say  that  his  troops  have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  that  officer,  he  had  the  fullest 
confidence  in  them,  and  it  was  that  mutual  confidence 
which  enabled  them  successfully  to  resist  the  charge  of 
that  mass  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  one  single  red  line, 
and  with  that  firmness  and  immovability  which  has  so 
often  secured  to  us  the  victory.  Let  them  then,  with 
the  cavalry,  have  that  medal,  for  they  deserve  it.  My 
lords,  I  say  no  more.  I  assure  your  lordships  I  cannot 
express  to  you  the  regret  with  which  I  have  witnessed 
the  delay  in  the  issuing  of  this  medal,  or  that  there 
should  ever  have  existed  a  doubt  upon  the  subject.  It 
does  not  look  well  that,  there  having  been  a  concession 
of  this  honour,  so  justly  deserved,  the  communication  of 
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that  concession  should  have  heen  deferred  until  another 
duke  moves  for  the  production  of  the  General  Orders  to 
this  house,  and  draws  public  attention  to  it;  nor  is  it 
well  that  the  medal  for  great  services  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  should  also  have  been  deferred,  and  that 
until  the  noble  duke  again  and  again  asked  a  question 
upon  the  subject,  the  communication  of  the  concession 
of  that  medal  should  have  been  withheld  from  parlia- 
ment. Still  more  strange  is  it  that,  although  the 
intention  of  conferring  a  medal  was  known  months  ago, 
it  was  not  made  public  until  the  death  of  Sir  G.  Cath- 
cart.  I  will  say  no  more  upon  this  subject  than  that  it 
has  pained  me  deeply,  and  I  trust  that,  for  the  future, 
Her  Majesty's  ministers  will  look  into  the  circum- 
stances of  every  action  at  the  moment  it  takes  place, 
that  they  will  form  their  opinion  upon  a  calm  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  facts,  and  grant  at 
once  the  honours  which  they  may  think  it  deserves. 
— The  Duke  of  Richmond,  with  reference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  said  that  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  wish  that  any  medal  should  ever  be  given 
to  a  man  unless  ho  is  engaged  in  active  warfare  against 
the  enemy,  but  he  thought  the  seamen  at  Balaklava 
ought  to  have  a  medal  as  well  as  the  soldiers.  I  have 
never  advocated  (said  the  Duke)  that  medals  should  be 
given  in  the  way  in  which  they  were  given  for  the 
battle  of  Waterloo.  Your  lordships  are  well  aware  that 
a  body  of  troops— 15,000  in  number  ,composing  a  portion 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  army,  were  detached  on  a 
particular  duty,  and  that  body  of  15,000  men  never 
knew  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo  until  the  next  morning  ; 
and  yet  those  men  have  all  got  the  Waterloo  medal,  in 
consequence,  I  suppose,  of  their  being  in  position  against 
the  enemy.  It  won't  do  to  draw  the  line  too  tight,  and 
so  at  Balaklava  I  think  the  men  who  were  actually  par- 
ticipating in  the  operations  are  entitled.  Not  only  do  I 
not  advocate  an  indiscriminate  distribution,  but  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  go  further,  and,  if  my  noble  friend 
will  allow  me,  I  will  state  to  him  what  occurred  to  my 
own  knowledge  in  one  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo.  A  very  distinguished  officer,  now  dead,  who 
commanded  a  battalion  at  Waterloo,  found  that  at  the 
end  of  the  action  a  number  of  the  men  were  glad  to  go 
away  with  the  wounded,  but,  having  taken  them  to  the 
rear,  instead  of  returning  to  their  duty,  they  amused 
themselves  with  breaking  open  and  pilfering  from  the 
baggage,  upon  which  the  officer  instituted  a  court  of 
inquiry,  the  consequence  of  which  was  that  16  or  17  of 
the  men  were  reported  for  their  bad  conduct  and  lost 
their  medal.  But,  in  the  instance  of  Balaklava,  it  is 
self-evident  that  every  man  has  done  his  duty  and 
deserves  the  honour.  I  will,  therefore,  after  what  has 
fallen  from  the  noble  duke,  either  withdraw  my  motion 
or  take  any  other  course  which  he  may  think  fit.  The 
motion  will  simply  be  for  the  production  of  the  General 
Order,  issued  at  the  Horse  Guards  on  the  15th  of 
December,  1S51,  and  also  for  any  order  of  a  similar 
character  which  may  have  been  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Admiralty. — The  Duke  of  Newcastle  suggested  the 
postponement  for  the  present  of  the  motion,  and  it 
was  postponed  accordingly. 

On  Thursday  January  25th  Lord  Lyndhurst  gave 
notice  that  on  the  2nd  of  February  he  would  move  the 
following  resolution: — "That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
house  the  Expedition  to  the  Crimea  was  undertaken  by 
Her  Majesty's  government  with  very  inadequate  means, 
and  without  due  caution  or  sufficient  inquiry  into  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  resistance  to  be  expected  from 
the  enemy  ;  and  that  the  neglect  and  mismanagement 
of  the  government  in  the  conduct  of  the  enterprise 
have  led  to  the  most  disastrous  results." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  read  a  Letter  from  Lord 
Ragian  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army, 
and  enclosing  a  letter  from  General  Canrobert  of  simi- 
lar import.  The  letters  were  ordered  to  be  inserted  in 
the  journals  of  the  house. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  communicated  the  Resig- 
nation of  Lord  Ju/m  Russell.  The  duke  said;  My  lords, 
a  communication  has  been  made,  within  this  hour,  to 
the  other  house  of  parliament  that  the  noble  lord  the 
leader  of  the  government  in  that  house — Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell— has  tendered  to  Her  Majesty  the  resignation  of  the 
office  which   he  holds  as  President  of  the  Council,  and 


that  Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  accept 
that  resignation.  Under  these  circumstances,  upon  the 
motion  of  the  government,  the  house  of  commons  has 
consented  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow.  My  noble  friend 
at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  government  has  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resignation  of  Lord  J.  Russell,  gone  down 
to  Windsor,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  in  accordance  with 
precedent,  and  will  also  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
house,  if  your  lordships  will  follow  the  ex  miple  of  the 
house  of  commons  in  this  instance,  and  will  consent 
also  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  should  my  noble  friend 
whom  I  see  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Winchilsea)  and  my 
noble  friend  on  this  side  the  house  (Earl  Grey)have  no  ob- 
jection to  postpone  until  to-morrow  the  motions  of  which 
they  have  given  notice.  I  therefore  venture  to  move, 
under  the  circumstances,  that  this  house  do  now  adjourn. 
— Earl  Fitzwilliam  said  that  the  house  had  been  in- 
formed of  Lord  John  Russell's  resignation  by  another 
member  of  the  government,  without  any  explanation. 
He  apprehended  that  changes  of  this  kind  ought  not  to 
be  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  government  without 
the  houses  of  parliament  being  informed  of  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  them.' — The  Duke  of  Newcastle — 
Will  my  noble  friend  permit  me  to  interrupt  him  ?  I 
know  it  is  irregular  to  do  so,  but  I  wish  to  represent  to 
him  that  the  noble  lord  to  whom  I  have  referred  has 
not  made  any  statement  in  his  place  in  the  house  Of 
commons,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he 
will  make  such  statement  to-morrow.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  the  noble  earl  will  feel  that  any 
attempt  to  anticipate  the  explanation  of  the  causes  of 
the  noble  lord's  resignation  would  not  be  fair,  and  I 
appeal  to  him  whether  he  will  not  think  it  right  to 
abstain  from  entering  into  the  subject  on  the  present 
occasion. — Earl  Fitzwilliam — If  those  who  can  give 
information  on  the  subject  think  that  it  is  not  desirable 
to  afford  such  information,  of  course  I  cannot  elicit  it 
from  them.  Yet  I  cannot  but  think  that  an  event  of 
this  kind  ought  not  to  be  communicated,  either  to  the 
other  house  of  parliament — in  which  the  person  alluded 
to  sits — or  to  your  lordships,  without  some  information 
being  afforded  as  to  the  ground  upon  which  office  has 
been  resigned.  It  does  appear  to  me  a  subject  upon 
which  information  ought  to  be  given  to  the  two  houses 
at  the  very  same  time  when  the  fact  of  resignation  is 
communicated.  The  mere  fact  of  the  resignation  is  of 
little  importance  in  comparison  with  the  grounds  upon 
which  such  a  course  has  been  taken,  because,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  it  is  no  light  matter  in  these  days  either 
for  the  government  en  masse  to  resign,  or  for  one  of  the 
most  important  members  of  that  government  to  say  that 
he  severs  himself  from  all  connection  with  the  adminis- 
tration.— The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  observed  that  it 
belonged,  of  course,  to  the  noble  lord  who  had  resigned 
to  state  the  grounds  of  his  resignation.  He  had  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  to  state  those  grounds  to-morrow,  and 
it  could  not  be  maintained  that  it  was  incumbent  upon 
Her  Majesty's  government  to  make  that  explanation  for 
the  noble  lord  which  he  alone  was  competent  to  make 
for  himself. — The  motion  for  adjournment  was  then 
agreed  to. 

On  Friday,  January  26th,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
gave  some  explanations  respecting  the  Resignation  of 
Lord  John  Russell.  I  am  not,  he  said,  fully  pos- 
sessed of  the  motives  which  may  have  induced  my  noble 
friend  to  adopt  this  course  ;  but  I  cannot  do  better  than 
read  the  letter  in  which  he  offered  his  resignation,  and 
which  I  received  from  him  on  Tuesday  last : — 

"  Chesham-place,  Jan.  23,  1S55. 

"  My  dear  Lord  Aberdeen, — Mr.  Roebuck  has  given 
notice  of  a  motion  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
the  war.  I  do  not  see  how  this  motion  is  to  be  re- 
sisted ;  but,  as  it  involves  a  censure  upon  the  War 
Departments,  with  which  some  of  my  colleagues  are 
connected,  my  only  course  is  to  tender  my  resignation. 
I  therefore  have  to  request  you  will  lay  my  humble 
resignation  of  the  office  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
hold  before  the  Queen,  with  the  expression  of  my  grati- 
tude for  her  Majesty's  kindness  for  many  years. — I 
remain,  my  dear  Lord  Aberdeen,  yours  very  truly, 

"  J.  Russell." 
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In  accordance  with  my  noble  friend's  desire,  I  laid  his 
resignation  before  her  Majesty,  who  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  accept  it.  My  lords,  I  have  said  I  was  not 
fully  possessed  with  the  motives — -with  all  the  motives 
— which  may  have  induced  my  noble  friend  to  take  this 
step.  I  was  perfectly  aware  that  some  time  ago — two 
months  ago — my  noble  friend  disapproved  of,  or  was 
dissatisfied  with,  the  conduct  of  the  government;  but 
after  the  explanations  which  took  place  on  that 
occasion,  and  his  constant  activity,  both  in  sharing 
the  business  and  preparing  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment, up  to  the  very  day  on  which  parliament  re- 
assembled, I  was  certainly  somewhat  surprised,  as  well 
as  deeply  concerned,  at  receiving  the  letter  which  I  have 
just  read  to  your  lordships.  My  noble  friend  may  be  at 
this  moment  giving — at  all  events  it  is  his  intention  this 
day  to  give — in  another  place  a  full  explanation  of  the 
motives  of  his  conduct.  It  is  not  forme  to  do  more  than 
to  express,  as  I  do  most  unfeignedly,  my  deep  regret  at 
the  step  which  he  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  take.  My 
lords,  no  one  can  possibly  feel  more  than  I  do  the  great 
loss  which  her  Majesty's  government  must  sustain  by 
such  an  event  as  this.  Indeed,  any  of  your  lordships 
who  may  recollect  what  I  said  at  the  formation  of  the 
present  government,  will  remember  I  expressly  stated 
that  I  never  should  have  ventured  to  undertake  the  for- 
mation of  an  administration,  had  I  not  secured  the 
active  co-operation  and  assistance  of  my  noble  friend. 
Now,  my  lords,  under  these  circumstances,  and  in  ordi- 
nary times,  I  might,  perhaps,  adopt  myself  a  different 
course;  but  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  of 
public  affairs,  and  of  her  Majesty's  government,  I  feel  it 
due  to  our  own  honour,  our  own  consistency,  and  our 
sense  of  duty,  to  meet  the  motion  which  is  to  be  made 
this  night  in  another  place,  and  which  will  decide 
whether  a  censure  is  to  be  pronounced  on  her  Majesty's 
government  or  not.  And  therefore,  my  lords,  even 
without  the  great  and  powerful,  and  almost  indispen- 
sable, assistance  of  my  noble  friend,  we  have  thought  it 
due  to  ourselves  to  meet  this  motion  so  announced, 
which  has  induced  him  to  take  the  step  I  have  just 
explained  to  your  lordships. 

Earl  Grey  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  next  he 
should  move  the  resolution  respecting  the  Con- 
duct of  the  War,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  for 
Thursday  next. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gave  notice  of  a  resolution  with  a  view 
to  the  introduction  of  a  measure  relating  to  the  law  of 
Newspaper  Stamps. 

Mr.  Layard  asked  the  president  of  the  council 
whether  he  had  any  objection  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the 
house  the  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  with 
foreign  powers  with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  the  2nd  of 
December,  1854,  and  especially  any  document  communi- 
cated to  the  Russian  government  containing  the  Inter- 
pretation  put  by  the  British  and  French  Governments 
on  the  Four  Points,  not  for  negotiation,  but  for  accept- 
ance ? — Lord  J.  Russell  said  ; — I  cannot  at  present 
say  whether  it  will  be  possible  to  lay  on  the  table  any  of 
the  correspondence  referred  to.  With  respect  to  the 
correspondence  generally,  I  may  say  that  it  will  not  be 
usual  nor  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  service  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  but  there  may  be  one  or  two  papers 
of  great  importance  which  it  may  be  possible  to  lay  on 
the  table,  and  I  will  consider  that  point  before  I  give  a 
final  answer.  In  the  meantime  I  may  state  generally 
what  has  occurred  with  respect  to  the  Four  Points.  In 
this  state  the  question  stands  at  present: — At  the  end  of 
November  the  Russian  government,  through  their 
minister  at  Vienna,  declared  their  acceptance  of  what 
are  called  the  Four  Points.  On  the  2nd  of  December  a 
treaty  was  signed  by  France,  England,  and  Austria,  and 
on  the  28th  of  December  a  meeting  was  held  by  the 
ministers  of  France,  England,  and  Austria  at  Vienna, 
with  Prince  Gortschakoff,  the  minister  of  Russia.  At 
that  meeting  the  French  minister  read,  on  the  part  of 
his  own  government  and  of  the  governments  of  England 
and  Austria,  the  interpretation  which  those  three  powers 
put  on  the  Four  Points,  and  which  should  be  considered 
as  the  basis  of  negotiation.      I  will  mention  only  that 


with  respect  to  the  third  point,  it  was  proposed  in  that 
interpretation  to  put  an  end  to  the  preponderance  of 
Russia  in  the  Black  Sea.  Prince  Gortschakoff"  stated 
that  he  would  not  agree  to  the  proposed  interpretation 
of  the  Four  Points,  but  that  he  would  request  further 
instructions  from  his  government.  Ten  days  afterwards 
he  informed  Count  Buol  that  he  had  received  those  in- 
structions, and  on  the  7th  or  8th  of  January  another 
meeting  was  held  at  the  office  of  the  Austrian  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  at  that  meeting  Prince  Gorts- 
chakoff" read  a  memorandum  which  he  said  he  had 
received,  and  which  contained  the  views  of  his 
government.  It  was  replied  by  Count  Buol,  Lord 
Westmoreland,  and  Baron  de  Bourqueney  that  they  had 
no  authority  to  receive  any  such  memorandum,  and 
that  they  must  require,  as  the  basis  of  negotiations,  the 
consent  of  the  Russian  plenipotentiary,  to  the  interpre- 
tation of  which  he  had  already  received  information. 
The  Russian  plenipotentiary,  as  Lord  Westmoreland 
states  in  his  despatch,  then  withdrew  the  memorandum 
he  had  read,  and  declared  the  acceptance,  on  the  part 
of  his  government,  of  the  communicated  interpretation 
as  the  basis  of  negotiations.  My  hon.  friend  will  under- 
stand that  the  Russian  government,  in  accepting  that 
interpretation  as  the  basis  of  negotiations,  of  course  re- 
serve to  themselves  the  power,  when  the  basis  is  laid 
down  in  articles,  to  make  any  objection  which  they  may 
think  fit.  The  government  of  Her  Majesty  declared 
that  they  were  ready  to  enter  into  negotiations  upon 
the  basis  I  have  mentioned,  but  no  powers  are  given  to 
our  minister  to  negotiate. —-Mr.  Layard  wished  to  know 
whether  the  house  should  understand  whether  nego- 
tiations were  actually  going  on  or  were  suspended  at 
present  ? — Lord  J.  Russell  replied  that  negotiations 
had  not  yet  begun  on  the  basis  he  had  mentioned. — Mr. 
Bright  understood  the  noble  lord  to  say  that  certain 
terms  were  offered  to  Russia,  and  he  understood  that, 
after  some  deliberation,  Russia  had  consented  also  to 
that  one  of  the  Four  Points  which  bad  for  its  object  to 
put  an  end  to  the  predominance  of  Russia  in  the  Black 
Sea.  He  hoped  the  noble  lord  would  not  withdraw 
from  that,  and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  instructions 
were  about  to  be  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
negotiations,  as  the  noble  lord  left  the  house  to  infer  the 
contrary  ?  Would,  when  a  distinct  proposition  had 
been  accepted,  instructions  for  the  prosecution  of  nego- 
tiations be  sent  out  ? — Lord  J.  Russell  had  already 
stated  that  the  government  had  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  negotiate  on  the  Four  Points,  but  they  could  not 
state  anything  further. 

Mr.  Stafford  inquired  whether  any  arrangements  had 
been  made  to  Enable  our  Wounded  and  Sick  Soldiers  at 
Scutari  to  Remit  Money  Orders  to  their  Relatives  at 
Home. — Mr.  S.  Herbert  said,  instructions  had  been 
given  to  the  paymasters  so  far  back  as  last  May  to  afford 
every  assistance  in  their  power  for  this  object ;  and  Lord 
Raglan  was  requested,  with  a  view  to  give  greater 
publicity  to  the  facilities  provided  for  the  remittances  of 
money,  to  issue  a  general  order  relative  thereto.  In 
September  last,  when  dep6ts  were  formed  at  Scutari, 
instructions  were  issued  to  the  paymasters  especially 
with  the  view  of  calling  attention  to  the  facilities 
existing,  and,  having  heard  of  remittance  orders  not 
being  obtained,  he  sent  out  orders  on  the  27th  of 
December  last  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  in 
order  that  the  wishes  of  the  soldiers  might  be  complied 
with  ;  that  unnecessary  forms  should  be  dispensed  with'; 
and  that  the  money  they  desired  to  remit  should  be 
sent  to  their  relatives  with  promptitude. 

Sir  B.  Hall,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  two 
bills  to  Alter  and  Amend  the  Public  Health  Act  and- 
the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  which  he  should  propose, 
he  said,  to  refer  to  a  select  committee,  explained  the 
state  of  the  law  under  the  existing  acts,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  proposed  to  amend  it,  accompanying  his 
explanations  with  copious  details.  One  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  first-named  bill  would  empower  local 
boards  desirous  of  acquiring  property  within  or  without 
the  locality,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  water  or  for 
drainage  works,  to  acquire  the  same  without  the 
necessity  of  coming  before  parliament.  The  bill  would 
likewise  provide  that  local  boards  should  make  annual 
reports,  and  send  copies  to  every  ratepayer,  and  that  the 
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General  Board  of  Health  should  have  power  to  inspect 
towns,  in  order  to  see  that  money  was  properly  appro- 
priated. By  the  second  bill  he  proposed  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  local  authorities  to  be  established  in  every 
district  in  the  country,  under  whose  constant  sanitary 
inspection  the  district  would  be  placed.  Sir  Benjamin 
explained  other  enactments  in  this  bill  relating  to 
lodging-houses  and  offensive  trades,  and  to  the  non- 
performance of  their  duties  by  the  local  authorities. 
After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Thornley, 
Sir  H.  Willoughby,  Lord  Ebrington,  Mr.  Pellatt,  and 
Mr.  W.  Williams,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bills. 

On  Wednesday  the  24th  the  Speaker  read  a  Letter 
from  Lord  Raglan  in  acknowledgment  of  the  vote  of 
thanks  passed  by  the  house.  The  letter  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Greene,  a  select  committee 
■was  appointed  to  consider  the  cheapest,  most  expeditious, 
and  must  efficient  mode  of  providing  for  the  Printing 
required  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament  and  the  Public 
Service. 

On  Thursday  the  25th  Mr.  Roebuck  postponed  till 
next  day  his  motion  for  a  select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  Condition  of  the  Army  and  the  Conduct  of  the 
War. 

Sir  G.  Grey,  in  laying  on  the  table  certain  addresses 
from  the  Legislative  Assemblies  of  Canada  and  some 
other  Colonies,  congratulated  the  house  on  the  loyalty 
and  patriotism  they  exhibited,  accompanied  by  more 
substantial  proofs,  in  liberal  contributions  to  the 
Patriotic  Fund. 

Mr.  Hayter  stated  that  Lord  John  Russell  had 
tendered  his  Resignation,  which  had  been  accepted  by 
Her  Majesty  ;  and  added  that  the  noble  lord  would  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  explaining  his  grounds  for  this 
resolution. — Lord  Palmerston  moved  that  the  house 
should  adjourn  till  next  day.  There  are  obvious  reasons 
(he  saidj  why  the  house  should  agree  to  the  proposition. 
I  should  hope,  therefore,  that  those  gentlemen^  who 
have  motions  standing  for  to-night  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  postpone  them  till  to-morrow,  at  which  time 
they  will  stand  in  the  same  position  in  which  they 
•would  otherwise  have  stood. — Mr.  Drummond. — I 
think,  from  the  statement  made  by  my  noble  friend, 
that  he  is  under  some  misapprehension,  and  that  those 
who  have  notices  of  motion  for  to-night  will  not  stand 
in  the  same  situation  to-morrow.  I  do  not  desire, 
knowing  what  the  opinion  of  the  house  will  be,  to  bring 
on  my  question  now,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  any 
postponement  if  the  noble  lord  will  not  give  precedence 
to-morrow  to  the  motion  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
near  me  (Mr.  Roebuck).  I  will  then  take  care  to 
condense  any  observations  I  have  to  make,  and  the 
papers  I  move  for  may  be  sent  to  the  committee 
which  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  intends  to  propose. — 
Lord  Palmerston. — In  answer  to  the  question  put  to 
me  by  my  friend  the  hon.  member  for  Surrey,  I  may 
state  that  I  believe  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for 
Sheffield  has  postponed  his  motion  till  to-morrow,  and 
that  then  he  will  take  precedence.  It  is  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  oppose  no  impediment 
whatever  to  that  motion  coming  on  the  first  tiling  to- 
morrow.— Mr.  Roebuck. — I  hope  the  noble  lord  will 
consider  it  settled  that  my  motion  is  to  take  precedence 
of  orders  of  the  day  to  morrow. — Lord  Palmerston. — 
We  are  perfectly  ready  to  accede  to  that  arrangement. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

On  Friday,  January  26th,  Lord  J.  Russell  gave 
explanations  as  to  his  Resignation.  He  commenced  by 
adverting  to  the  resolution  about  to  be  proposed  by 
Mr.  Roebuck  for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  admitting 
that  such  a  resolution  could  be  only  resisted  upon 
two  pleas,  neither  of  which  was  it  possible  to  sub- 
stantiate at  present  — ■  namely,  that  no  facts  could  be 
adduced  to  prove  the  existence  of  mismanagement, 
or  that  every  possible  effort  had  been  made  to 
remedy  the  evils  that  might  exist.  The  circumstances 
disclosed  respecting  the  condition  of  the  Crimean 
army  were  terrible,  and  to  himself  inexplicable.  A 
year  since  he  would  have  disbelieved  in  the  possibility 
of  a  British  force  being  left,  when  less  than  seven 
miles  from  a  safe  harbour,  without  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, without  shelter,  and  without  clothes,  exposed  to 


privations  under  which  they  were  perishing  at  the  rate 
of  ninety  or  one  hundred  a  day.  For  some  months  past, 
the  noble  lord  declared  he  had  seen  cause  to  object 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  war  was  conducted,  and  to 
desire  such  changes  as  might  infuse  increased  vigour 
into  the  executive  department  of  the  War-office.  With 
this  object  he  had  written  to  Lord  Aberdeen  in  Novem- 
ber last,  expressing  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and 
suggesting  that  the  seals  of  the  war  ministry  should  be 
transferred  to  Lord  Palmerston.  Lord  J.  Russell  read 
extracts  from  the  correspondence  that  passed  on  that 
occasion,  which  had  resulted  in  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  the  Premier  to  adopt  the  suggestion.  At 
that  moment  he  had  almost  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  he  ought  to  resign  office,  but  had  consented  to 
postpone  taking  any  immediate  steps  in  that  direction. 
As  time  went  on,  he  was  forced  to  confess  that  the 
management  of  the  war  did  not  improve ;  and  when 
parliament  met,  and  Mr.  Roebuck  placed  on  the  paper 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  army  in  the  Crimea, 
he  felt  that  he  could  not  conscientiously  resist  the 
motion.  In  consequence  of  that  impression  he  had 
placed  his  resignation  in  the  hands  of  the  prime 
minister.  Respecting  the  ultimate  prospects  of  the  war 
he  could  not  consider  them  gloomy,  observing  that  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  had  abated  many  of  his  first  pre- 
tensions ;  that  negotiations  were  again  about  to 
commence ;  that  Austria  had  become  our  ally,  and 
France  continued  to  afford  her  cordial  co-operation  in 
all  war  proceedings.  Adverting  to  personal  topics, 
Lord  J.  Russell  expressed  his  continued  admiration  of 
Lord  Aberdeen,  and  his  gratification  in  having  belonged 
to  the  noble  earl's  administration,  believing  that  many 
of  the  measures,  and  especially  the  financial  measures, 
passed  under  his  auspices,  were  highly  conducive  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  The  noble  lord  concluded 
by  referring  to  the  whig  party,  with  whom  he  declared 
it  would  always  be  his  pride  to  have  acted,  and  inti- 
mating his  persuasion  that  recently  the  members  of  that 
party  had  not  enjoyed  their  due  share  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  public  affairs.  —  Lord  Palmerston 
characterised  Lord  John  Russell's  resignation  as  an 
abandonment  of  duty,  and  said  on  the  part  of  his 
remaining  colleagues  that  they  had  no  intention  of 
shrinking  from  their  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Roebuck  moved  for  a  select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Army  in  the  Crimea;  but  was 
prevented  by  illness  from  proceeding  with  his  speech. 
After  some  observations  from  several  members,  the 
debate  was  adjourned  till  Monday. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

House  of  Lords. — Tuesday,  Jan.  23rd.— Notices  of  Motions  : 
by  Earl  of  Ellenborough,  for  Returns  respecting  the  War  ;  by 
Earl  Grey,  for  an  Address  to  the  Queen  as  to  the  Office  of 
Minister  of  War  ;  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  a  Return  of 
the  Order  granting  Medals  to  the  Crimean  Army. 

25th. — Lord  Lyndhurst's  Notice  of  Resolution  on  the  Con- 
duct of  the  War.  Letter  from  Lord  Riglan  acknowledging 
Vote  of  Thanks.  Lord  John  Russell's  Resignation  communi- 
cated by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ;  consequent  Adjournment 
of  the  House. 

26th. — Ministerial  Explanation. 

House  of  Commons. — January  23rd  — Chancellor  of  Exche- 
quer's Notice  of  Resolution  as  to  Newspaper  Stamps.  Negotia- 
tions at  Vienna ;  questions  by  Mr.  Layard,  and  answer  by  Lord 
John  Russell.  Mr.  H.  Drummond's  Notice  of  Motion  for 
Returns  as  to  the  War ;  Mr.  Roebuck's  Notice  of  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Army  in  the 
Crimea.  Bills  to  Amend  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  for  the 
Removal  of  Nuisances,  leave  given  Sir  B.  Hall  to  bring 
them  in. 

24th. — Letter  from  Lord  Raglan,  acknowledging  Vote  of 
Thanks.     Printing  Committee  oflast  Session  re-appointed. 

25th. — Lord  John  Russell's  Resignation  communicated  by 
Mr.  Hayter.     House  adjourned. 

26th. — Lord  John  Russell's  Explanation. 


The  Revenue  Returns  to  the  5th  inst.  have  been 
published.  The  net  increase  on  the  revenue  of  the 
preceding  quarter  is  1,440,567?.  Of  this  584,072?.  is 
from  Customs,  in  which  the  single  item  of  sugar  has 
produced  440,000?.  more  than  in  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  the  previous  year.     Currants,  rum,  brandy, 
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and  tobacco  also  show  an  increase.  Corn  has  yielded 
less  by  about  50,000?.,  the  present  high  prices  having 
failed,  thus  far,  to  attract  foreign  supplies.  Tea  has 
yielded  less  by  about  100,000/.  In  the  quarter's  Cus- 
toms there  is  an  increase  to  the  amount  of  602,952?.  Of 
this  about  half-a-million  arises  from  the  increased  duty 
on  spirits  laid  on  last  session.  There  is  also  an  increase 
of  about  150,000?.  on  malt,  against  a  decrease  of  70,0007. 
on  hops.  Under  the  head  of  Stamps  there  is  an  increase 
of  79,439/.  This  arises  from  the  Legacy  and  Succession 
Duty,  which  will  for  many  years  become  annually  more 
productive  ;  from  newspaper  stamps,  consequent  on  the 
reduction  of  the  tax  on  supplements  and  the  general 
interest  felt  in  the  war;  and,  to  some  extent,  from  bill 
stamps.  In  the  Taxes  there  is  the  decrease  of  114,055/., 
arising  from  the  recent  reduction  of  the  rates  of  duty, 
made  at  a  time  when  there  was  but  small  expectation  of 
war.  The  most  important  head  in  the  return  is  the 
Property  tax.  Here  the  increase  on  the  quarter  is 
483,232/.,  arising  partly  from  the  double  duty — to  some 
small  extent  already  paid  in  —  and  partly  from  the 
collection  of  arrears.  On  the  whole  of  the  three 
quarters  since  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year  the 
double  duty  has  as  yet  produced  no  more  than  700,000/.  ; 
and  the  extension  of  the  duty  to  Ireland  and  to  incomes 
of  100/.  a-year,  together,  half-a-million.  Part  of  the 
increase,  too,  is  owing,  it  is  stated,  to  improved  assess- 
ments and  earlier  payments.  In  the  quarter's  receipts 
from  the  Post-office  there  is  an  accidental  decrease  to 
the  extent  of  51,766/.,  owing  to  the  comparison  being 
made  with  a  period  in  which  the  receipts  were  swollen 
by  the  release  of  certain  balances  under  improved 
financial  arrangements  in  the  Post-nffice.  To  some  such 
cause  is  referred  the  decrease  of  144,001/.  in  the  miscel- 
laneous items. 

A  great  meeting  was  held  at  Leeds  on  the  17th  inst., 
assembled  in  order  that  Mr.  Cobden  might  Address  his 
Constituents  on  the  Subject  of  the  War.  Mr.  Carbutt, 
the  chairman,  stated  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Cobden  had  first  communicated  to  him 
his  desire  to  address  a  meeting  at  Leeds  on  the  aspect  of 
the  war.  Mr.  Carbutt  called  together  Mr.  Cobden's 
supporters,  and  they  unanimously  agreed  that  it  was 
not  desirable  to  commence  an  agitation  which  might 
lead  to  consequences  all  might  deplore.  Mr.  Baines 
added  to  this  explanation  the  fact,  that,  as  Mr.  Cobden  had 
determined  to  come,  it  was  felt  that  if  he  were  listened 
to  in  silence,  his  opinions  would  go  forth,  not  only  with 
the  weight  of  his  name,  but  also  with  the  weight  of  the 
authority  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  They 
looked  upon  the  war  as  a  just  one,  dictated  by  sound 
policy  ;  and  resolved  to  take  such  steps  as  would  prevent 
the  public  from  supposing  that  they  agree  with  Mr. 
Cobden's  opinions.  Before  calling  on  Mr.  Cobden, 
Mr.  Carbutt  said  the  meeting  must  admire  his  honesty 
and  manliness  in  coming  before  them  ;  and  he  trusted 
they  would  listen  to  him  patiently  and  respectfully. 
Mr.  Cobden  then  addressed  the  meeting  at  great  length, 
repeating  and  enforcing  his  well-known  views  respecting 
the  impolicy,  and  expressing  his  hopes  that  the  present 
negotiations  may  lead  to  peace.  He  concluded  by- 
saying  that,  seeing  there  was  a  prospect  of  peace,  he 
thetight  the  meeting  should  not  commit  themselves  by 
passing  any  resolutions  whatever.  The  following  reso- 
lution, however,  was  moved  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Marshall  and  Mr.  Baines  : — '•  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  the  war  in  which  England  and  France  are 
now  engaged  with  Russia  is  a  great  contest  forced  upon 
them  by  the  outrageous  aggression  of  the  latter  power 
upon  the  Turkish  empire,  and  is  intended  to  create  a 
spirit  of  aggrandisement  on  the  part  of  the  Czar  which 
threatens  the  independence  of  other  nations,  and  this 
meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  war  ought  to  be  prose- 
cuted with  the  utmost  vigour  until  safe  and  honourable 
terms  of  peace  can  be  obtained."  Mr.  Lowett,  and  Mr. 
Priestman  Trom  Bradford,  moved  and  seconded  the 
following  amendment : — "  That  this  meeting,  without 
giving  any  opinion  on  the  origin  or  conduct  of  the  war, 
earnestly  desires  that  the  present  negotiations  for  peace 
may  be  carried  to  a  successful  issue,  and  the  further 
evils  of  a  protracted  contest  spared  to  this  country,  to 
Europe,  and  to  the  world."  This  amendment  was  re- 
ceived with  loud  cries  of  dissent,  and,  being  put,  was 


negatived  by  an  overwhelming  mnjnritv.     The  original 
motion  was  then  carried  with  very  few  dissentients. 

At  a  public  meeting  at  Tynemouth,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Lindsay,  the  eminent  ship-owner  and  member  for  that 
borough,  made  some  important  observations  on  the 
Defects  of  our  Naval  Administration.  "  He  had  read 
with  deep  interest  the  accounts  in  the  public  press  ;  he 
had  admired  the  bravery  and  indomitable  courage  of 
our  troops  ;  and  although  he  had  also  seen  with  much 
regret  painful  statements  of  their  privations  and 
sufferings,  yet  he  scarcely  thought  things  were  quite  so 
had  as  reported.  In  the  sister  service,  the  nav)-, 
however,  there  was  great  need  of  better  organisation. 
This  he  knew,  with  regard  to  the  management  of 
matters  ennnected  with  the  transport  service,  France 
was  greatly  in  advance  of  us.  We  had  men  of  the  first 
ability  at  the  Admiralty  —  we  could  hardly  find  a 
more  able  man  than  Sir  James  Graham  ;  but  when  he 
told  them  that  the  same  system  was  now  in  operation 
which  was  pursued  a  hundred  years  ago,  tbey  would 
not  be  surprised  at  the  difficulty  and  confusion  which 
prevailed.  The  form  of  the  charter-party  was  verbatim 
the  same  as  in  the  days  of  the  Dutch  war  and  Lord 
Camperdown  ;  whereas  the  French  adopted  a  similar 
form  like  that  used  in  the  merchant  service, — being  in 
this  respect,  therefore,  a  great  step  in  advance  of  us. 
These  were  facts  the  recital  of  which  might  give  offence 
to  some,  but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  the  country  to 
state  them  thus  publicly.  Then  again,  France  had  a 
responsible  head  to  whom  all  might  appeal.  If  a 
merchant  had  occasion  to  send  a  message  by  telegraph 
to  the  Minister  of  War,  requesting  to  know,  for  instance, 
what  goods  were  to  be  shipped  in  a  certain  vessel,  there 
was  an  answer  by  the  same  rapid  medium  by  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  But  if  you  wrote  to  the 
Admiralty — much  nearer — the  probability  was  you 
would  not  get  an  answer  in  a  week,  and  sometimes  five 
weeks  elapsed  before  an  answer  was  returned.  This 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  men,  but  the  system.  There 
wras  no  responsible  head — responsible  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  through  it  to  the  country.  Messages 
were  sent  from  the  Admiralty  to  the  War  Office,  from 
the  Ministry  of  War  to  the  Ordnance,  from  the  Ordnance 
to  Deptford,  and  then  came  back  to  the  source  from 
which  they  had  originally  proceeded.  A  change, 
therefore,  must  be  made  in  this  respect  before  they 
could  reasonably  hope  matters  would  improve.  He 
should  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  his 
complaint  was  solely  against  the  customs  and  old- 
fashioned  systems  to  which  they  still  rigidly  adhered  at 
the  Admiralty.  While  that  system  was  persisted  in,  it 
was  impossible  for  the  business  to  be  conducted  with 
promptitude  and  economy.  There  are  too  many  heads 
— irresponsible  heads — and  far  too  great  a  machinery  of 
useless  forms.  With  such  men  as  Captain  Milne,  (of 
whose  unwearied  exertions  and  of  whose  practical 
knowledge  he  could  not  speak  in  terms  too  highland  a 
simple  system— a  system  similar  to  that  which  is 
adopted  in  great  mercantile  establishments — we  would 
not  have  heard  of  the  fearful  sufferings  to  which  our 
troops  had  been  subjected,  through  want  of  covering, 
food,  and  clothing.  They  had  excellent  men  as 
subordinates,  but  the  staff  must  be  increased.  At 
Deptford  they  had  the  same  staff  as  during  peace,  which 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  men  to  get  through  the 
work  ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  10,000/.  had  been 
disbursed  in  clerks  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  would  have  been  saved  to 
the  country." 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

Some  painful  revelations  respecting  the  Life  of  the 
Poor  were  made  in  the  course  of  a  coroner's  inquest 
held  at  Clay  Cross,  Derbyshire,  on  the  body  of 
Christopher  Coggin,  an  old  army  pensioner,  85  years  of 
age.  It  was  stated  that  the  deceased,  his  wife,  daughter, 
and  five  illegitimate  children  of  the  latter,  had  lived  for 
the  last  five  years  in  a  brick-yard.  For  lour  years  of 
this  period  they  were  in  a  hut  made  of  sods,  which  the 
owner  of  the  brick-field  had  given  them  leave  to  erect. 
It   had  only  one   room,  no   window,   a   chimney,  and 
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a  door.  This  hut  was  pulled  down  about  a  year  ago, 
and  the  whole  family  subsequently  moved  inside  the 
brick  kiln,  where  they  built  up  a  rude  place,  about 
seven  feet  square,  with  loose  bricks,  and  a  roof of  boards. 
The  rain  and  the  snow  came  in,  and  the  old  man  had  no 
bedding;  nothing  under  him,  in  fact,  but  a  few  rags. 
He  had  only  a  bit  of  woolsey  over  him  ;  he  was  cut 
with  lying  on  the  floor,  and  had  a  raw  place  on  his  body 
as  big  as  two  hands.  The  old  man's  daughter  stated 
that  on  the  16th  of  January  she  applied  to  Mr.  Cowley, 
the  overseer,  for  relief  for  her  father,  who  said  he  would 
see  the  constable  about  it.  Subsequently  the  overseer, 
constable,  clergyman,  and  medical  officer's  assistant 
saw  deceased,  but  neither  medicine  nor  relief  was  ad- 
ministered, and  her  father  was  left  to  die,  none  of  the 
parish  officials  seeing  him  the  day  of  his  death.  It 
snowed  that  day  and  the  day  before,  and  the  weather 
was  very  cold.  One  of  the  witnesses,  in  describing  the 
place  where  the  deceased  and  his  family  lived  said  he 
never  in  his  life  saw  such  a  place ;  "  the  mud  hut  they 
had  previously  was  a  palace  in  comparison  to  it."  Mr. 
Hays,  constable,  and  owner  of  the  field,  said  he  saw 
a  month  ago  that  deceased  was  starving  to  death,  and 
made  representations  to  the  parish  authorities.  Told 
the  relieving  officer  the  state  and  place  the  deceased  was 
in,  and  the  number  of  his  family.  The  relieving  officer 
told  him  he  could  do  nothing  unless  the  man  applied 
himself  for  relief,  for  if  he  went  to  seek  out  paupers  he 
would  have  nothing  else  to  do.  The  jury  returned  the 
following  verdict — "  Died  from  exhaustion,"  and  that 
death  was  accelerated  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
the  improper  place  where  the  deceased  lived  (being  an 
open  brick-kiln),  and  the  want  of  efficient  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  poor-law  officers. 

In  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  the  1st  instant, 
Alexander  Macdonald  was  tried  for  Uttering  a  Bill  for 
1601.  knowing  an  Indorsement  on  it  to  be  Forged.  The 
bill  was  drawn  in  California,  on  the  Agua  Fria  Company 
in  London  ;  it  was  sent  to  Donald  Ross,  at  Walworth, 
by  his  brother  ;  before  it  came  Ross  had  died  of  cholera  : 
before  its  arriving  at  maturity,  Ross's  wife  also  died  of 
the  epidemic,  leaving  a  child  ten  years  of  age.  Mac- 
donald appeared  as  the  friend  of  the  family,  took  charge 
of  the  child,  arranged  for  the  burial  of  the  mother,  and 
took  possession  of  what  effects  there  were.  Subsequently 
he  presented  the  bill  in  question  at  the  Agua  Fria  Com- 
pany's office,  indorsed  "  Donald  Ross  "  ;  and  the  money 
was  paid.  Macdonald  immediately  plunged  into  a 
course  of  dissipation.  When  arrested,  he  denied  that 
he  had  written  the  indorsement — Mrs.  Ross  wrote  it ; 
and  he  pretended  that  he  was  acting  as  administrator 
for  the  child.  The  Jury  believed  that  the  indorsement  was 
by  Mrs.  Ross,  but  convicted  the  accused  for  uttering  the 
instrument  knowing  the  signature  to  be  forged.  Sentence 
four  years'  penal  servitude. 

On  the  3rd  instant,  Mr.  Richard  Nunn  was  tried  for 
Transposing  an  old  Hall-mark  of  the  Goldsmiths' 
Company  to  a  Nero  Gold  Ring.  The  chief  witness,  who 
ordered  the  ring,  was  an  Irishman  named  Austin :  in 
cross-examination  he  gave  such  an  indifferent  account  of 
himself  and  his  antecedents,  that  it  was  evident  his 
evidence  could  not  be  relied  on  ;  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
interposed,  and  the  counsel  for  the  Goldsmiths'  Com- 
pany withdrew  from  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Nunn  was 
acquitted,  amid  general  cheering. 

On  the  4th,  Emanuel  Barthelemy  was  tried  for  the 
Murder  in  Warren-Street.  (See  Household  Narrative 
for  last  month,  p.  273.)  He  was  tried,  not  as  might 
have  been  supposed  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Moore,  who 
was  first  killed,  but  of  Charles  Collard,  whom  he  shot 
in  resisting  Collard's  attempt  to  arrest  him.  Nothing 
new  transpired,  and  no  clue  whatever  was  afforded  to 
the  mystery  of  the  prisoner's  conduct.  The  prisoner's 
counsel  complained  that  his  client  was  tried  first  for 
killing  Collard  :  had  he  been  tried  for  killing  Moore, 
it  might  have  been  shown  that  his  crime  was  only  man- 
slaughter ;  that  Moore  and  the  prisoner  had  quarrelled 
and  scuffled,  and  in  the  struggle  the  homicide  had  been 
committed.  As  to  the  death  of  Collard,  might  he  not 
have  been  accidentally  shot  in  the  confusion  caused  by 
a  number  of  persons  attempting  to  arrest  the  Frenchman, 
who  was  armed  like  most  foreigners  ?  The  Lord  Chief 
Justice  instructed  the  jury  that  the  crime  charged  in 


the  indictment  was  equally  a  murder  as  if  the  trial  had 
been  taken  on  the  case  of  Moore.  The  jury  after  a  short 
absence  returned  a  verdict  of  "guilty,"  but  with  a 
strong  recommendation  to  the  mercy  of  the  court  and 
the  Sovereign.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  pronounced 
sentence  of  death.  He  held  out  no  hopes  of  a  commu- 
tation of  the  punishment,  though  the  jury's  recom- 
mendation should  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  quarter : 
he  knew  not  upon  what  ground  the  jury  recommended 
mercy,  as  he  could  not  find  a  single  circumstance  of 
mitigation.  Barthelemy,  whe  is  said  to  be  a  ferocious, 
repulsive-looking  man,  exhibited  no  emotion  from  first 
to  last.     He  was  executed  on  the  22nd  inst. 

A  dreadful  Murder  was  committed  in  Foley-place  on 
Sunday  morning  the  7th  instant,  by  an  Italian  named 
Baranelli.  The  following  particulars  have  transpired 
respecting  the  parties  concerned.  Some  time  since, 
a  person  calling  himself  Lambert,  whose  real  name  was 
Latham,  took  the  house  No.  5,  Foley-place.  He  was 
accompanied  by  a  "  Mrs.  Lambert,"  not  his  wife,  a  Mrs. 
Jane  Williamson,  a  milliner  living  apart  from  her 
husband,  and  Luigi  Baranelli,  an  Italian  valet.  Mr. 
Latham  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  stockbroker,  and  he 
formerly  occupied  the  post  of  storekeeper  at  Greenwich 
Hospital.  He  married  a  lady  of  property  ;  on  his 
father's  death  property  was  left  him  ;  and  when  he 
retired  from  his  office  some  years  ago,  it  was  on  a 
pension  of  250/.  per  annum.  Subsequently  he  separated 
from  his  wife,  each  taking  a  share  of  the  property ;  he 
assumed  the  name  of  "Lambert,"  and  formed  a 
connexion  with  the  woman  now  called  "Mrs.  Lambert." 
Urged  by  his  friends  to  quit  her,  he  gave  out  that  before 
doing  so  he  should  set  her  up  in  a  business.  For  this 
purpose,  it  appears,  the  house  in  Foley-place  was  taken  ; 
and  Mrs.  Jane  Williamson  was  associated  with  Mrs. 
Lambert  in  partnership  as  wardrobe-dealers.  Baranelli, 
being  intimate  with  the  Lamberts,  was  invited  to  lodge 
in  their  house.  He  says  he  had  an  illicit  connexion  with 
Mrs.  Williamson,  who  was  with  child  by  him,  but  that 
Mrs.  Lambert  proposed  by  drugs  to  prevent  the  birth  of 
the  child.  On  the  other  hand,  Mrs.  Lambert  states 
that  Mrs.  Williamson  complained  of  the  importunities 
of  the  Italian,  and  that  in  consequence  he  was  ordered 
to  quit  the  house.  On  Saturday  night  he  bought 
pistols,  powder,  and  ball ;  sat  up  nearly  all  night 
writing  wild  love  letters  to  Mrs.  Williamson  ;  and  on 
Sunday  morning  he  went  to  the  house  in  Foley-place. 
A  charwoman  who  attended  opened  the  door  ;  Baranelli 
gave  her  a  great-coat  and  packet  to  take  down-stairs. 
Then  he  entered  the  bedroom  of  the  Lamberts,  and 
shot  Mr.  Lambert  through  the  head  as  he  lay,  and  fired 
at  Mrs.  Lambert,  as  she  sprang  towards  him.  Rushing 
up  the  stairs,  he  vainly  tried  to  obtain  an  interview  with 
Mrs.  Williamson ;  and  finding  a  policeman,  who  had 
been  called  by  the  half-murdered  woman  and  the  servant, 
was  coming  up  the  stairs,  he  dashed  into  a  garret, 
loaded  a  pistol  a  second  time,  and  shot  himself.  The 
door  was  broken  open,  and  he  was  found  yet  alive. 
Mr.  Lambert  was  dead ;  Mrs.  Lambert,  though  badly 
wounded,  is  expected  to  recover;  and  Baranelli  like- 
wise is  recovering.  An  inquest  on  the  body  of  the 
murdered  man  has  begun,  but  has  not  yet  been  proceeded 
with,  in  consequence  of  the  condition  of  Baranelli  and 
Mrs.  Lambert.  Baranelli  is  said  to  have  formerly  been 
a  valet  to  Mr.  Stewart  of  Perth,  who  allowed  him 
a  pension  of  20/.  a  year  on  account  of  his  faithful 
service. 

The  commission  appointed  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  to  inquire  into  the  Allegations  made  against 
Archdeacon  Denison,  with  a  view  to  depriving  him  of 
his  preferments  in  the  church,  commenced  their  sittings 
on  the  3rd  inst.,  at  Clevedon,  near  Bristol.  The 
commissioners  were  Bishop  Carr,  rector  of  Bath  ;  the 
Rev.  C.  Langdon,  vicar  of  Queen  Camel,  near  Langport; 
the  Rev.  R.  Pole,  rector  of  Yeovilton,  near  Uchester; 
the  Rev.  R.  C.  Philips,  rector  of  Cucklington,  near 
Wincanton ;  and  the  Rev.  H.  Parr,  of  Shipston-on- 
Stour.  Dr.  Bayford  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  suit,  and  Dr.  Rt.  Phillimore  on  the  part 
of  the  Archdeacon.  The  commission  closed  their  sittings 
on  the  10th,  when  the  chairman,  Bishop  Carr,  read  the 
following  document. — "  The  commissioners,  after  due 
consideration  of  the  depositions  taken  before  them,  and 
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of  certain  printed  sermons,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  and  of  the 
documents  annexed,  declare  their  unanimous  opinion — 
First,  that  as  respects  the  preaching  and  publication, 
or  making  known  and  public,  the  above  sermons  by  the 
venerable  the  Archdeacon  of  Taunton,  within  the 
diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells,  there  are  sufficient  prima 
facie  grounds  for  instituting  further  proceedings. 
Secondly,  the  commissioners,  having  carefully  examined 
the  aforesaid  sermons,  and  the  charges  specified  in  the 
commission,  declare  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the 
proposition  of  the  venerable  the  Archdeacon,  that  to  all 
■who  come  to  the  Lord's  table,  to  those  who  eat  and 
drink  worthily  and  to  those  who  eat  and  drink  un- 
worthily, the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  are  given,  and 
that  by  all  who  come  to  the  Lord's  table,  by  those  who 
eat  and  drink  worthily  and  by  those  who  eat  and  drink 
unworthily,  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  are  received, 
is  directly  contrary  or  repugnant  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  especially  to  the  articles  of 
religion ;  and  that  the  doctrines  as  set  forth  in  the 
aforesaid  sermons,  with  reference  to  the  real  presence, 
in  the  holy  eucharist,  are  unsupported  by  the  articles 
taken  in  their  literal  and  grammatical  sense,  are 
contrary  to  the  doctrines  and  teaching  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  have  a  very  dangerous  tendency.  The 
commissioners  are  therefore  of  opinion,  secondly,  that 
there  is  sufficient  prima  facie  ground  for  instituting 
further  proceedings.  The  commissioners  at  the  same  time 
think  it  due  to  the  venerable  the  Archdeacon  to  state, 
that  in  the  sermons  under  consideration  he  has  expressed 
his  full  assent  and  consent  to  the  articles  of  religion ; 
and  that  he  has  ex  animo  condemned  the  doctrines  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  particularly  the  Roman 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation." 

At  the  Middlesex  Sessions,  on  the  9th,  Frederick 
Golden,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  pleaded  guilty  to  Picking  a 
Pocket.  He  is  a  known  and  convicted  thief;  and  told 
the  committing  magistrate  that  he  had  no  means  of 
getting  a  living — his  father  was  in  the  navy,  hut  he  had 
never  seen  him  since  he  was  a  year  and  a  half  old. 
Addressing  the  chairman  of  sessions,  he  said :  I  wish 
you  would  send  me  into  the  navy,  or  abroad  somewhere. 
If  you  were  to  let  me  out,  I  should  be  hunted  down, 
because  I  am  a  thief.  I  would  live  honestly  if  I  could  : 
but  I  cannot ;  and  I  must  live  somehow,  and  so  I  have 
to  thieve.  I  wish  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  send  me 
out  of  the  country.  Mr.  Witham  said,  in  the  former 
war  they  sent  all  the  rogues  and  vagabonds  they  could 
into  the  navy  ;  but  they  did  not  do  so  now.  As  to  this 
prisoner's  request,  he  had  no  power  to  send  him  abroad 
or  into  the  navy.  Prisoner  :  I  hope  you  will,  sir. 
Mr.  Witham :  All  I  can  do  will  be  to  sentence  you  to 
fifteen  years'  transportation ;  but  if  I  do  so  I  am  not  at 
all  sure  that  they  will  send  you  out.  Prisoner :  I 
hope  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  do  that,  sir.  Mr. 
Witham  ;  Well,  then,  the  sentence  upon  you  is  that  you 
be  transported  beyond  the  seas  for  fifteen  years  :  but 
you  must  not  make  sure  that  you  will  be  sent  out. 
Prisoner  (walking  away  from  "the  bar  delighted)  : 
Thank  you,  sir;  thank  you,  sir  ! 


whom  were  the  unfortunate  boys,  from  venturing  upon 
it.  Their  bodies  were  taken  to  the  Westminster  Hos- 
pital, and  three  of  them  were  identified  as  being  John 
Linton,  aged  15,  of  York-place,  Southwark ;  George 
Adwards,  aged  16,  of  Wilsted-street,  Somers-town  ; 
and  John  Hutton,  aged  14,  of  Penton-place,  Walworth. 

A  fatal  Raihoay  Accident  happened  on  the  Eastern 
Counties  line  on  the  30th  ult.  at  a  place  called  Two- 
mile-bottom  near  Thetford.  A  special  cattle-train  left 
Norwich  at  ten  minutes  after  nine  at  night,  and  was 
shunted  at  Attleborough  to  allow  the  up  mail  to  pass. 
This  latter  having  gone  by,  the  cattle-train  was  allowed 
to  proceed  after  the  lapse  of  the  usual  time.  The  mail 
train  came  to  a  stand  at  Two-mile-bottom,  in  consequence 
of  the  breaking  of  the  gib  of  one  of  the  connecting  rods 
of  the  engine.  When  the  train  was  brought  to  a  stand 
Colman,  the  guard,  went  up  to  the  engineman,  who 
told  him  to  go  back  immediately  and  stop  the  advancing 
train,  as  he  should  be  three  quarters  of  an  hour  before 
he  would  be  able  to  proceed.  Colman  appears  to  have 
gone  out  and  placed  down  two  fog  signals  only  at  a  dis- 
tance of  450  yards  from  the  point  of  obstruction.  He 
next,  it  appears,  went  a  few  yards  further  back  and 
exhibited  his  hand  lamp.  In  the  meantime  the  special 
cattle  train  passed  him,  and  ran  into  the  mail-train. 
Burton  the  engine-driver  of  the  mail-train  was  killed  on 
the  spot.  Mr.  Meagher,  an  undertaker  from  London, 
was  so  much  injured  that  he  died  soon  after.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Hepsworth  of  Botesdale  in  Suffolk,  had  two  ribs 
broken  and  his  head  bruised,  and  several  other  persons 
were  hurt.  An  inquest  has  been  held  on  the  bodies, 
and  the  following  verdict  returned — "  That  the  deaths 
of  John  Burton  and  Robert  Meagher  were  caused  by  the 
inefficiency  of  the  Eastern  Counties  Company's  rules,  in 
allowing  a  heavily-laden  cattle-train  to  follow  after  the 
mail-train  at  unlimited  speed,  without  telegraphic  com- 
munication from  the  succeeding  station," — that  is,  a 
notification  from  the  station  in  advance  that  the  first 
train  had  passed  it. 

Another  Railway  Accident  took  place  on  the  night  of 
the  3rd  inst.  on  the  Great  Northern  line,  at  a  short  dis- 
tance beyond  the  Leeds  central  station,  to  the  train 
which  leaves  that  town  at  0-25  P.M.,  and  arrives  at  Don- 
caster  at  810  P.M.  The  train  was  passing  over  a  cross- 
ing on  one  of  the  viaducts,  when  the  first  carriage  behind 
the  engine  struck  against  the  points,  and  was  immediately 
detached  from  the  train  by  the  breaking  of  the  coupling 
irons,  and  thrown  over  the  viaduct,  forty  feet  high.  In 
the  carriage  was  the  Recorder  of  Doncaster,  Mr.  R.  Hall, 
who  was  travelling  to  that  town  to  preside  at  the  sessions 
on  the  following  morning.  His  right  leg  and  shoulder 
were  fractured,  and  he  was  very  much  bruised  by  the 
fall  of  the  carriage,  which  was  smashed  to  pieces.  There 
were  two  or  three  other  persons  in  the  carriage,  who 
were  also  much  injured.  Mr.  Hall  was  so  much  injured 
that  an  order  was  forwarded  to  Doncaster  to  adjourn  the 
sessions  for  one  month.  The  other  part  of  the  train 
was  after  some  delay  despatched  on  its  journey. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  fatal  and  distressing  Accident  happened  at  Leith. 
A  party  had  assembled  in  the  house  of  an  eminent 
merchant,  and  while  amusing  themselves  in  the  drawing- 
room,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  evening,  two  young  gentlemen, 
one  of  them  the  son  of  the  host,  commenced  in  dalliance 
to  fence  with  a  couple  of  swords,  when  either  by  an  awk- 
ward thrust,  or  some  accidental  slip  or  push,  the  short 
sword  used  by  the  latter  entered  his  friend's  side  under 
the  right  bowel,  and  inflicted  a  mortal  wound.  He  lin- 
gered for  some  days  before  he  expired.  The  unfortunate 
young  man  was  also  the  son  of  a  most  respectable  mer- 
chant in  Leith  ;  he  had  only  lately  entered  on  business, 
and  gave  high  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  foremost 
mercantile  men  of  the  place. 

On  Saturday  evening  the  20th  inst.  four  lads  were 
Drowned  while  Skating  in  St.  James's  Park.  The  ice, 
where  the  accident  happened,  had  been  marked  "  dan- 
gerous,'' but  this  did  not  prevent  a  rash  crowd,  among 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

Thekb  are  four  societies  in  London  for  employing 
boys  from  the  Ragged  Schools  as  Shoeblacks,  posted  in 
the  streets.  On  Thursday  evening,  the  11th  instant,  all 
the  boys,  more  than  190  in  number,  were  assembled  at 
a  united  tea-party  in  Exeter-hall,  dressed  in  their  re- 
spective uniforms — red,  blue,  yellow,  and  dark- blue. 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presided,  and  expressed  the 
high  satisfaction  with  which  he  regarded  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  this  movement.  These  societies  were  at  once 
educational,  industrial,  and  reformatory,  and  they  ex- 
ercised an  influence,  through  some  fifty  ragged  schools, 
over  a  large  and  important,  but  hitherto  neglected,  class 
of  people.  The  first-formed  society  (the  boys  of  which 
wore  a  red  uniform)  had  succeeded  so  well,  and  had 
established  its  financial  position  so  satisfactorily,  as  to 
induce  the  formation  of  three  other  bodies,  all  conducted 
on  the  same  plan  and  for  similar  purposes.  Thus,  the 
number  of  the  shoeblacks  in  London  had  been  doubled 
during  the  last  six  months,  and  seven  or  eight  other 
towns  had  also  begun  to  employ  them.      The  earnings 
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of  the  boys  of  the  original  society  were  stated  to  be 
10s.  per  week,  even  at  this,  the  most  unfavourable 
season  of  the  year  ;  and  by  their  healthy  and  cheerful 
appearance,  it  might  be  judged  how  well  they  were 
cared  for  and  instructed.  Several  hymns  were  sung  in 
chorus,  accompanied  by  the  organ,  and  after  addresses 
from  one  or  two  friends  of  the  institution  had  been 
listened  to,  a  testimonial,  in  the  shape  of  a  handsome 
silver-topped  cane,  was  presented  by  the  boys  of  the  red 
brigade  to  their  superintendent.  The  shoeblacks,  pre- 
ceded by  their  banners,  and  loudly  cheering,  then 
marched  off  to  their  dormitories,  and  the  meeting  dis- 
persed, every  one  being  greatly  pleased  with  the  good 
behaviour  of  the  boys,  and  the  evidence  thus  afforded 
of  the  results  of  religious  and  moral  training  when 
combined  with  active  industry. 

The  Belfast  Mercury  gives  a  hopeful  view  of  the 
Progress  of  Ireland.  There  [is  a  decidedly  increasing 
energy  among  the  farmers,  which  it  attributes  to  the 
infusion  of  skill  and  capital  from  Scotland  and  England, 
and  to  the  habits  of  industry  induced  by  the  absence  of 
political  agitation:  "During  the  last  three  years,"  it 
continues,  "the  sale  of  farm  stock  in  Tipperary  and 
Galway  has  arisen  from  1,440,000/.  to  about  2,000,000/. 
in  the  one  case,  and  from  1,380,000/.  to  about  1,900,000/. 
in  the  other.  Cattle  of  the  finest  descriptions  are  now 
to  be  seen  in  each  of  these  localities.  In  three  different 
periods  the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  owned  by  Ire- 
land's agriculturalists  stood  as  follows  : — 1841,  1,863,116 
cattle;  2,102,183  sheep.  — 1851,  2,967,471  cattle  ; 
2,122,121  sheep.— 1853,  3,383,309  cattle;  3,142,656  sheep. 
Not  less  satisfactory  is  the  decrease  of  pauperism  and 
the  almost  total  absence  of  agrarian  outrage." 

At  the  opening  of  the  Birmingham  Borough  Sessions, 
last  week,  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill,  the  Recorder,  took  for  the 
subject  of  his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury,  the  Influence 
of  Intemperance  upon  the  Nation  ;  and  sought  a 
remedy  in  such  a  measure  as  the  Maine  Liquor  Law. 
But  he  did  not  advocate  the  immediate  and  arbitrary 
prohibition  of  intoxicating  liquors.  On  the  contrary, 
he  showed  from  the  course  of  history,  that  prohibitions, 
in  the  teeth  of  public  opinion,  are  inoperative  and 
vicious  in  their  effects ;  and  he  arrived  at  these  con- 
clusions— "  That  laws  affecting  the  daily  habits  of  life 
can  never  be  enforced  unless  they  have  the  hearty 
consent  of  the  people  at  large,  as  evinced  by  the  opinions 
of  a  majority  vastly  preponderating  in  numbers  and  in 
every  other  element  of  power  over  the  dissentients.  .  . 
We  have  made  the  discovery,  or  rather  the  truth  has 
been  forced  upon  our  attention,  that  the  traffic  in 
alcoholic  drinks  obeys  that  great  law  of  political 
economy  which  regulates  all  other  commerce,  namely, 
that  any  interference  with  the  free  action  of  manu- 
facturer, importer,  or  purchaser,  diminishes  consumption. 
Whether  the  restriction  has  revenue  for  its  object,  as  in 
the  imposition  of  duties,  or  whether  it  has  morals  and 
good  order  for  its  purpose,  as  in  regulations  respecting 
the  number  of  vendors  or  the  hours  during  which  they 
may  exercise  their  vocation,  still  the  effect  is  found  to 
be  the  same — diminution  of  the  quantity  consumed. 
But  the  restrictions  must  not  only  be  _imposed  by  the 
Legislature,  they  must  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
ministers  of  the  law ;  and  that  they  should  be  effective, 
they  must  not  be  opposed  by  a  dominant  public  opinion." 
Mr.  Hill  pointed  out  that  the  Maine  Liquor  Law  has 
been  adopted  in  six  States  of  the  American  Union  ;  that 
in  its  operation  it  has  diminished  pauperism  and 
emptied  prisons ;  and  that  no  State  where  it  has 
been  once  adopted  has  abandoned  the  measure.  But  he 
also  pointed  out,  that  it  was  imposed  and  enforced  by 
public  opinion  alone.  In  England,  (he  observed)  not 
less  than  fifty  millions  sterling,  if  not  more,  is  annually 
expended  upon  intoxicating  drinks ;  while  only  five 
millions  are  spent  on  literature,  including  newspapers  ! 

An  interesting  Report  on  the  Cholera  Epidemic  of 
1S54,  in  so  far  as  it  affected  the  City  of  London,  has 
been  laid  before  the  City  Court  of  Sewers  by  Mr. 
Simon,  the  medical  officer  of  health.  From  this  docu- 
ment it  appears  that  the  cholera  of  the  last  year  was  less 
fatal  in  the  metropolis,  and  greatly  less  in  the  city,  than 
the  visitation  of  1849.  In  1849,  there  died  in  the  city 
728  persons;  in  1854,  only  211,  or  16  in  10,000,  a 
reduction  of  71  per  cent  on  the   previous   mortality. 


Throughout  the  metropolis  the  deaths  in  the  present 
year  were  at  the  rate  of  45  in  10,000 ;  in  i849  the  rate 
was  60  in  10,000.  The  following  passage  in  Mr.  Simon's 
report  will  show  its  object : — "  It  has  been  my  principal 
aim  in  this  report  briefly  to  set  before  you  the  coinci- 
dence of  two  facts — 1.  That  you  have  suffered  from 
cholera  below  your  former  mortality  in  the  proportion 
of  211  to  728,  below  the  metropolitan  mortality  in  the 
proportion  of  16  to  45,  and  even  below  the  lighter 
mortality  on  the  north  side  of  the  Thames  (from 
Hampstead  to  the  river)  in  the  proportion  of  16  to  26. 
2.  That  for  many  months  before  the  outbreak  of  cholera 
there  had  been  extensively  prosecuted  through  the 
entire  city  such  attainable  sanitary  measures  as  you 
deemed  the  best  protection  against  disease.  Beyond 
this  collation  of  facts  it  is  hitherto  most  difficult  to 
argue.  The  laws  of  epidemic  visitation  are  very  im- 
perfectly known  to  us.  Partly  we  have  learnt  the 
conditions  which  augment  their  local  spoil,  but  nothing 
of  what  evokes  their  slumbering  power,  nothing  of 
what  governs  their  world-wide  spread,  nothing  of  what 
determines  their  eventual  decline,  nothing  of  what 
permits  their  fitful  mildness.  In  this  domain  of  un- 
known, perhaps  unconjectured  influences,  science  would 
count  it  irreverence  and  temerity  to  dogmatise  on 
single  instances  of  correlation,  or  to  speak  of  the  impure 
impulses  of  that  wandering  plague  as  though  they  were 
the  strokes  of  some  machine  subject  to  the  guidance  of 
one's  human  will."  But  although  cholera  is  called 
capricious,  because  many  populations,  despite  great 
filthiness,  have  suffered  little  retribution,  yet  Mr.  Simon 
believes  that  in  the  great  harmonies  of  nature  there  is 
no  place  for  accident  or  caprice ;  and  that  scientific 
insight,  the  fruit  of  larger  observation,  will  ultimately 
enable  us  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion. 

The  annual  festival  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
mercial Travellers'  School,  took  place  on  the  30th  ult, 
at  the  London  Tavern.  Mr.  Charles  Dickens  presided, 
and  was  supported  by  several  other  literary  gentlemen, 
including  Mr.  Peter  Cunningham,  Mr.  Horace  Mayhew, 
and  Mr.  Albert  Smith.  The  presence  of  these  gentlemen 
appeared  to  have  been  a  great  attraction  to  the  com- 
mercial friends  of  the  institution,  for  nearly  240  guests — 
double  the  anticipated  number — sat  down  to  dinner. 
After  dinner,  the  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  drunk, 
the  chairman  proposed  "  Prosperity  to  the  Commercial 
Travellers'  Schools,"  in  an  excellent  speech.  Mr.  Moore, 
the  treasurer,  whose  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  institution 
were  specially  alluded  to  by  the  chairman,  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  funds.  He  stated  that  the  building  fund 
already  reached  16,500/.,  and  5,000/.  more  would  com- 
plete it.  To  obtain  that  sum  he  invited  the  generous 
co-operation  of  all  present.  The  children  at  present  in 
the  school,' 152  in  number,  were  then  introduced,  and 
their  healthy  and  contented  appearance  bore  testimony 
to  the  attention  paid  to  their  personal  comforts.  The 
results  of  the  evening's  subscription  were  announced  by 
the  secretary  to  amount  to  about  800/. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen  has  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mr. 
Sidney  Herbert,  and  through  him  to  Mrs.  Herbert,  to 
whom  it  was  transmitted  to  Miss  Nightingale  :  "  Wind- 
sor  "Castle,  Dec.  6,  1854.  Would  you  tell  iMrs.  Herbert 
that  I  begged  she  would  let  me  see  frequently  the  ac- 
counts she  receives  from  Miss  Nightingale  or  Mrs. 
Bracebridge,  as  I  hear  no  details  of  the  wounded,  though 
I  see  so  many  from  officers,  &c,  about  the  battle-field, 
and  naturally  the  former  must  interest  me  more  than 
any  one.  Let  Mrs.  Herbert  also  know  that  I  wish  Miss 
Nightingale  and  the  ladies  would  tell  these  poor  noble 
wounded  and  sick  men  that  NO  ONE  takes  a  warmer 
interest,  or  feels  more  for  their  sufferings,  or  admires 
their  courage  and  heroism  more,  than  their  Queen. 
Day  and  night  she  thinks  of  her  beloved  troops. _  So 
does  the  Prince.  Beg  Mrs.  Herbert  to  communicate 
these  my  words  to  those  ladies,  as  I  know  that  our 
sympathy  is  much  valued  by  these  noble  fellows. — 
Victoria." 

General  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  has  received  a  congratu- 
latory address,  accompanied  with  a  sword  valued  at  150 
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guineas,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  united  parliament- 
ary boroughs  of  Hythe,  Folkestone,  and  Sandgate.  The 
presentation  was  made  on  the  22nd  inst.,  by  a  deputa- 
tion headed  by  Mr.  Brockman,  the  Member  for  the 
district.  In  replying  to  the  address,  General  Evans 
said:  "  It  was  impossible  we  could  always  have  a  perfect 
war  establishment  on  a  military  scale.  We  had  happily 
enjoyed  40  years  of  peace,  and  opinions  would  not  admit 
of  the  continued  maintenance  of  a  large  standing  army. 
He  would  recall  to  their  minds  the  many  military  wars 
in  which  this  country  had  been  engaged,  and  it  would 
be  found  that  the  British  forces  seldom  attained  decisive 
success  until  at  least  a  third  campaign  had  set  in.  He 
might  instance  the  war  which  immediately  followed  the 
breaking  out  of  the  French  Revolution.  England  was 
great  and  powerful  as  a  commercial  nation,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  present  contest  would  be  brought  to  a 
termination  as  decisive  in  its  results  as  it  would  be 
glorious  to  British  arms.  The  army  sent  to  the  Crimea, 
though  young,  had  vindicated  the  honour  of  its  country. 
There  was  no  other  army  to  send.  It  was  young,  but 
it  had  done  its  duty.  Many  mistakes  in  details  had  cer- 
tainly occurred,  but  they  had  been  the  result  of  inexpe- 
rience. No  want  of  judgment,  in  his  mind,  had  been 
evinced  by  any  officer  of  that  staff  in  which  he  had  had 
the  honour  of  holding  an  humble  post."  He  added,  in 
answer  to  a  remark  from  one  of  the  deputation,  that 
"  he  had  of  late  read  many  statements  on  the  condition 
of  the  troops.  It  was  not  his  province,  on  that  occasion, 
to  enter  into  this  question;  but  he  had  no  objection  to 
say  one  thing,  and  that  was,  that  when  he  left  head- 
quarters the  army  was  not  in  the  condition  described  in 
some  reports.  More  he  could  not  say.  He  would  again 
remind  them  that  at  the  commencement  of  a  war  many 
mistakes  generally  took  place,  and  after  40  years'  peace 
such  mistakes  ought  not  to  occasion  much  surprise." 

The  Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  and  his  son  Lord  Dun- 
kellin,  are  profuse  in  their  expressions  of  gratitude  to 
the  Czar  for  the  release  of  the  latter  from  his  captivity 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  in  Russia.  The  Marquis  expresses 
the  "lively  gratitude  and  profound  emotion"  with 
which  he  is  inspired  by  the  "kind  and  gracious  recol- 
lection "  which  the  Czar  "  has  been  pleased  to  preserve  " 
of  him.  "  The  order  which  the  Emperor  has  issued  in 
regard  to  my  son  is  perfectly  in  harmony  with  the  per- 
sonal goodness  that  his  Majesty  formerly  exhibited 
towards  me,  and  which  I  can  never  forget.  I  have 
motives  for  thinking  that  no  one  can  better  comprehend 
than  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  public  duties  which  under 
unfortunate  circumstances  are  required  of  us."  Lord 
Dunkellin  is  not  less  grateful :  addressing  the  Governor 
of  Kaluga,  he  says:  "This  magnanimity,  which  restores 
me  to  complete  freedom,  and  unconditionally,  is  really 
the  act  of  a  great  man ;  and  although  I  shall  never  be 
in  a  situation  to  express  to  him  my  whole  gratitude  with 
words,  I  nevertheless  pray  you  to  have  the  kindness  to 
inform  the  Minister  of  War  how  deeply  I  am  moved  by 
the  noble  and  magnanimous  conduct  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor.  My  heart  will  never  forget  it.  An  agreeable 
recollection  will  always  remain  in  it  of  my  short,  and, 
through  your  thousand  acts  of  kindness,  noways  un- 
pleasant, imprisonment  at  Kaluga." 

It  deserves  to  be  generally  known  that  Lieut.-Colonel 
J.  H.  Elphinstone"  Dalrymple,  of  the  Scots  Fusilier 
Guards,  who  was  ill  on  board  ship  in  the  harbour  of 
Balaklava  on  the  5th  of  November,  no  sooner  heard  of 
the  attack  on  the  British  lines,  than  he  rose  from  his 
sick  bed,  and  though  suffering  from  fever,  and  the  effects 
of  a  wound  in  the  knee  which  he  received  at  the  battle 
of  the  Alma,  made  his  way  to  the  scene  of  action,  and 
(the  senior  officers  being  at  that  time  killed  or  wounded) 
took  the  command  of  the  battalion,  from  about  one 
o'clock  till  the  shattered  remnant  of  the  brave  band  was 
marched  off  the  ground  at  four  p.m.  This  energetic 
action  nearly  cost  the  gallant  officer  his  life ;  a  violent 
relapse  of  the  fever  ensued,  and  a  medical  board  decided 
on  sending  him  instantly  to  England  for  the  restoration 
of  his  health,  which  is  now  improving. 

The  following  interesting  notice  appeared  in  the 
Gazette  of  the  12th  inst.:  "  The  Queen  has  been  pleased 
to  grant  unto  private  Andrew  Anderson,  of  the  Sappers 
and  Miners,  her  royal  license  and  permission  that  he 
may  accept  and  wear  the  Order  of  the  Medjidie,  which 


the  Sultan  has  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  him,  in  ap- 
probation of  his  distinguished  bravery  and  good  conduct 
at  the  passage  of  the  Danube  on  the  7th  of  July  last, 
and  subsequently  in  rescuing  the  body  of  his  command- 
ing officer,  Lieutenant  Burke,  after  he  had  fallen ;  and 
that  he  may  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  thereunto 
annexed;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  her  Majesty's 
said  license  and  permission  do  not  authorise,  and  shall 
not  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise  the  assumption 
of  any  style,  appellation,  rank,  or  precedence,  appertain- 
ing unto  a  Knight  Bachelor  of  these  realms.  And  also 
to  command  that  her  Majesty's  said  concession  and 
especial  mark  of  her  royal  favour  be  registered,  together 
with  the  relative  documents,  in  her  Majesty's  College 
of  Arms." 

Certain  English  residents  at  Pau  have  paid  a  graceful 
compliment  to  Madame  Bosquet,  the  mother  of  the 
French  General.  As  a  token  of  their  estimation  of  the 
prompt  and  efficient  aid  which  General  Bosquet  brought 
to  the  British  troops  at  the  battle  of  Inkermann,  they 
presented  Madame  Bosquet,  on  New  Year's  Day,  with 
a  handsome  silver-gilt  coffee  service. 

M.  Granier  de  Cassagnac  has  received  from  the  Pope 
the  cross  of  the  order  of  St.  Gregory  the  Great.  He 
lately  received  from  his  Holiness,  to  whom  he  had  dedi- 
cated his  "  Histoire  des  Causes  de  la  Revolution  Fran- 
chise,' an  autograph  letter  in  Latin,  highly  encomiastic 
of  that  work ;  but  at  the  same  time  telling  him — "  I 
have  not  yet,  my  son,  been  able  to  read  it." 

Cardinal  Wiseman  has  been  appointed  by  the  Pope  a 
member  of  the  Sacred  Congregation  of  the  Index. 

The  Earl  of  Elgin  arrived  at  Liverpool  from  Canada 
on  the  9th  inst.,  in  the  Pacific.  The  next  day  he  met 
the  principal  members  of  the  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in 
the  drawing-room  of  the  Town-hall ;  and  received  from 
them  addresses  congratulating  him  on  his  return,  and 
expressing  their  satisfaction  at  his  sound  commercial 
policy,  and  the  treaty  which  he  has  negotiated  with  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Carleton,  the  Irish  writer  of  fiction,  announces, 
through  the  columns  of  the  Nation,  that  he  is  about  to 
leave  Ireland  for  ever,  and  to  close  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  Canada.  This  information  he  embodies  in  the 
following  stanza : — 

"  Ungrateful  country,  I  resign 
The  debt  you  owe  to  me  and  mine  ; 
My  sore  neglect — your  guilt  and  shame — 
And  fling  you  back  your  curse  of  fame." 

Mr.  Carleton  has  been  for  many  years  receiving  a 
Government  pension  amounting  to  200/.  per  annum,  as 
an  acknowledgment  of  his  literary  merits. 


©nttuarn  0f  Rotable  ^rrSmtS. 

The  Eabl  of  Leitrim  died  on  the  2nd  inst.,  at  his  seat, 
Killadoon,  county  of  Kildare,  in  his  eighty -seventh  year. 

Major-General  Henry  William  Adams,  C.B.,  died  on  the 
10th  ult .  at  Scutari,  from  the  effects  of  the  wounds  which  he 
received  in  the  battle  of  Inkermann,  on  the  5th  of  November. 

General  Hoskisson  died  on  the  31st  ult.,  in  Mount-street, 
Grosvenor-square.  aged  eighty-two.  He  was  brother  of  the 
late  Right  Hon.  W.  Huskisson. 

Commander  Jolly,  of  her  Majesty's  schooner  Bermuda, 
who  lately  distinguished  himself  in  the  Grey  Town  affair, 
died  at  sea  on  the  17th  ult. 

Sir  Adam  Ferooson,  the  friend  of  Scott,  and  a  man  of  note 
in  the  literary  and  convivial  circles  of  the  last  generation,  died 
on  the  1st  inst.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six.  Sir  Adam 
was  the  eldest  of  three  sons  of  the  well-known  Dr.  Adam 
Ferguson,  the  predecessor  of  Dngald  Stewart  in  the  Moral 
Philosophy  Chair  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Lieut. -General  James  Robertson  Arnold.  K.H.,  K.C.,  of 
the  Royal  'Engineers,  died  on  the  3rd  inst.,  at  his  house  in 
Ouslow-square,  aged  seventy-three. 

Lord  Robertson,  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Court  of 
Session  of  Scotland,  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy,  on  the  10th 
inst.,  at  his  house  in  Edinburgh,  in  his  sixtieth  year. 

The  Queen  Dowager,  Maria  Theresa,  mother  of  the  King 
..f  Sardinia,  died  on  the  12th  inst.,  at  Turin,  after  seven  days' 
illness,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 

The  Queen  Consort  of  Sardinia  died  on  the  20th  inst.,  of 
puerperal  fever. 

Sib  George  Wombwell,  Bart.,  died  suddenly  at  his  resi- 
dence in  George-street,  Hanover-square,  on  the  14th  inst.,  in 
his  sixty  third  year. 

Rear-Admiral  Forbes  died  on  the  13th  inst.    He  was 


January,  1S05.] 


FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


11 


younger  son  of  the  iate  General  Gordon  Forbes,  colonel  of  the 
29th  Regiment. 

Major-General  II.  R.  3Iil.net.  died  at  Plymouth  on  the 
ICth  inst.,  in  his  fiftieth  year. 


Miss  3Iitford,  the  author  of  "  Our  Village,"  died  at 
Swailowfield  Cottage,  near  Reading,  iu  her  sixty-ninth  year. 

31.  3Ierle,  the  foreign  editor  of  (jalignani'a  Messenger,  died 
in  Paris  on  the  19th  inst. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  has  brought  dates  from  Calcutta 
to  the  20th,  and  Bombay  to  the  31st  of  December.  The 
mission  of  the  Burmese  ambassador,  it  was  fully  expected, 
would  lead  to  a  treaty.  The  deficiency  of  the  opium 
revenue  of  the  year  is  only  lj  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
Indian  revenue.  The  Bengal  bank  has  again  raised  its 
rate  of  discount  all  round.  Trade  in  India  is  dull, 
money  scarce,  and  freights  low. 


Accounts  from  Hong  Kong  are  to  12th  of  December. 
The  Imperialists  have  recaptured  four  towns  in  the 
north  of  China.  The  town  of  Canton  is  in  great  distress, 
and  all  business  is  stopped.  Teas  have  declined  at 
Shanghai,  but  sales  of  silk  are  active. 


The  intelligence  from  Australia  comes  down  to  the 
end  of  November.  The  predominance  of  imports  over 
exports  was  excessive.  Many  small  failures  had  taken 
place,  and  there  was  a  prevalent  want  of  confidence, 
and  even  the  wealthy  retailers  would  not  increase  their 
stocks.  Prices  showed  no  improvement.  Stocks  in 
first  hands  remained  very  heavy.  Agriculture  was 
being  prosecuted  with  great  vigour  in  new  districts. 
An  outbreak  at  Ballarat  goldfields,  in  opposition  to  the 
license  fee  system,  had  created  much  excitement. 
Melbourne  'had  been  in  a  state  of  agitation  on  the 
convict  question,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  had  been 
carried  denouncing  the  system. 

The  following  account  of  the  marvellous  growth  of 
Melbourne  is  given  by  a  correspondent  of  the  Sydney 
Empire: — "I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
unbounded  astonishment  and  admiration  of  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  during  this  interval.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  say  that  I  have  always  had  strong  predi- 
lections in  favour  of  Sydney.  Landing  two  years  ago  in 
Melbourne,  and  exposed  there  to  the  horrible  discomforts 
which  that  place  presented,  I  fled  to  Sydney  as  a  city  of 
refuge,  and  was  not  disappointed  in  obtaining  that 
which  I  sought — nearly  all  the  comforts  of  an  English 
home.  My  impressions  of  Melbourne  took  their  colour 
from  that  most  unfavourable  period  in  her  history. 
How  was  I  astonished  on  my  recent  visit  to  see  the 
stupendous  alterations  that  had  been  effected  !  The 
wide  streets,  the  handsome  shops,  the  capital  foot-pave- 
ments, the  abundance  of  excellent  hotels,  the  torrent  of 
population,  the  order  and  activity  in  the  streets,  and  the 
vast  extent  of  the  city,  with  the  stability  and  even 
splendour  of  some  of  its  buildings,  were  subjects  of  con- 
stant surprise  and  congratulation.  Those  who  reside  in 
Melbourne,  and  have  become  daily  acquainted  with  its 
growth,  cannot  appreciate  the  wonder  with  which 
strangers    must    regard  their   work.      Iu  my  humble 


opinion,  Melbourne  at  this  moment  presents  the  most 
extraordinary  instance  of  the  power  and  enterprise  of 
the  human  race  that  the  world  ever  saw, — streets,  with 
well-paved  foot-paths,  of  the  width  of  Oxford-street,  and 
nearly  of  the  same  length,  and  lined  with  shops,  in  the 
plate-glass  windows  of  which  are  displayed  all  the 
luxurious  necessities  of  the  highest  state  of  civilisation  ; 
suburbs  extending  for  miles,  where  comfortable  houses 
as  well  as  cottages  of  every  description  are  found,  consti- 
tuted of  iron,  wood,  brick,  tin  packing-cases,  or  of 
canvas  ;  these  interspersed  with  '  churches,  r  chapels, 
school-houses,  and  now  possessing  an  imposing  structure 
in  timber  and  glass,  in  humble  imitation  of  the  Great 
Crystal  Palace,  of  1851." 

The  revenue  returns  for  the  province  of  Victoria  have 
been  published.  On  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 
the  total  increase  on  the  aggregate  revenue  is  92,586/., 
and  on  the  year  333,847?.  (The  increase  on  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  territorial  revenue  on  the  quarter  is  160,343/., 
and  on  the  year  413,433/.  The  total  increase  respec- 
tively, as  compared  with  1853,  is  352,929/.  on  the 
quarter,  and  747,280/.  on  the  year.  As  the  increase  on 
the  quarter  is  at  the  rate  of  more  than  1,000,000/.  per 
annum,  it  is  evident  that  the  revenue  up  to  the  present 
moment  continues  to  improve. 

A  continuance  of  dry  weather  throughout  the  colony 
threatened  to  render  the  fruit  and  grain  harvest  very 
short.  Latterly,  however,  rain  had  fallen  in  some 
districts. 

A  destructive  storm  of  hail,  lightning,  and  thunder 
visited  the  district  of  Adelaide  on  the  2nd  October. 
Much  property  was  destroyed,  and  the  fruit  crop  suf- 
fered severely. 

"The  Jamaica  Legislature  was  opened  by  Sir  H. 
Barkly  on  the  28th  of  November.  In  his  speech  he 
touched  upon  a  great  variety  of  topics,  remarking  that 
while  the  colony  had  suffered  for  some  years  past  from 
several  causes,  he  did  not  despair  of  a  vast  change  being 
effected  in  time  to  come,  if  enterprise,  intelligence,  and 
perseverance,  were  rightly  applied  to  the  moral,  social, 
and  financial  improvement  of  the  colony.  On  the  7th 
December,  Mr.  Westmoreland,  a  member  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  in  alluding  to  the  measures  to  be 
brought  forward,  stated  that  a  considerable  deficit  had 
occurred  from  the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue  for  the 
present  year,  which  could  only  be  met  by  increased 
taxation.  It  was  therefore  intended  to  propose  to 
increase  the  duties  on  imported  spirits,  oil,  gunpowder, 
and  tobacco,  and  on  unenumerated  articles  from  4  per 
cent,  to  12J  per  cent.  Resolutions  to  this  effect  were 
proposed  and  carried  the  following  day. 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


According  to  the  accounts  from  the'Crimea,  the  siege 
of  Sebastopol  progresses  slowly ;  the  fighting  since  the 
battle  of  Inkermann,  having  consisted  of  sorties  from  the 
place,  and  attacks  upon  the  besiegers'  working  parties 
in  the  trenches,  always  repulsed  with  little  loss  on 
either  side.  Dispatches  from  Lord  Raglan  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  have  been  published :  —On  the  13th  of 
December  his  lordship  writes;  "The  enemy  has  made 
no  movement  of  importance,  and  nothing  of  any 
material  consequence  has  taken  place  before  Sebastopol. 
The  Russians  moved  upon  our  advanced  pickets  in  front 
of  our  left  attack  the  night  before  last  in  some  force ; 
but  they  were  instantly  driven  back  by  a  detachment 
of  the  First  battalion  Rifle  Brigade  on  the  right  and  by 
one  of  the  46th  on  the  left.  The  firing,  however, 
was  kept  up  for  some  time,  and  the  Third  and  Fourth 


Divisions  were  held  in  readiness  to  support,  in  case 
their  assistance  should  have  been  required." 

December  18th  : — "  Nothing  has  occurred  since  I  had 
the  honour  to  address  your  Grace  on  the  13th  instant. 
The  weather,  which  was  then  fine,  changed  on  the 
following  afternoon  ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  evening 
of  the  16th,  it  hardly  ceased  either  to  rain,  hail,  or 
snow.  The  night  of  the  16th  was  particularly  severe  ; 
but  it  cleared  up  yesterday,  and  to-day  it  is  again  dry. 
The  bad  days  above-mentioned  have,  however,  rendered 
the  communications  more  difficult,  and  materially 
retarded  the  movement  of  supplies  and  stores. 

"The  89th  and  17th  Regiments  haTe  arrived  from 
Gibraltar,  and  will  take  their  place  in  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Divisions  this  day. 

"  A  considerable  portion   of  the   warm  clothing   has 


12 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NARRATIVE. 


[January,  1S55. 


been  received,  and  is  in  course  of  issue ;  and  the  men 
are  most  grateful  to  her  Majesty's  government  for 
having  provided  for  them  what  conduces  so  essentially 
to  their  comfort. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  returns  of  the 
casualties  between  the  11th  and  16th." 

December  23  : — "A  great  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  in  the 
last  forty-eight  hours,  and  the  weather  has  again 
become  very  inclement. 

"  The  only  occurrence  in  the  siege  operations  has 
been  a  sortie  made  by  the  enemy  on  both  our  right  and 
left  attack,  during  the  night  of  the  20th,  the  one  being 
conducted  silently,  the  other  with  drums  beating,  and 
shouting;  the  first  being  probably  the  real  object  of  the 
advi.nce,  as  nearer  to  the  Inkermann  heights. 

"Owing  to  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night  the 
enemy  were  enabled  to  come  very  near  the  right  attack 
without  being  perceived,  and  having  made  a  sudden 
rush  upon  the  most  forward  parallel,  they  compelled 
the  men  occupying  it  to  withdraw,  until  reinforced  by 
a  party  under  Major  Welsford,  of  the  97th  Regiment, 
when  it  was  regained  possession  of,  and  the  Russians 
retired,  not  however  without  occasioning  some  loss  in 
both  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  Lieutenant  Byron,  of 
the  34th  Regiment,  being  amongst  the  latter. 

"  On  the  left  attack  the  enemy  were  met  with  great 
gallantry  by  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  3Sth  Regiment, 
who,  when  supported  by  the  covering  party  of  the 
trenches,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Waddy,  of  the 
50th,  succeeded  in  at  once  driving  them  back.  But 
here,  too,  I  regret  to  say,  the  loss  was  still  more  severe, 
Major  Moller,  of  the  50th,  fell  mortally  wounded,  and, 
I  am  concerned  to  add,  is  since  dead ;  and  Captain 
Frampton  and  Lieutenant  Clarke,  both  of  the  50th 
Regiment,  are  missing.  Sir  Richard  England  speaks 
in  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  and  vigilance  of  these 
troops,  and  of  the  distinguished  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Waddy. 

"  I  enclose  the  return  of  casualties  to  the  20th  inclusive. 
"Two  regiments  of  French  cavalry,  under  General 
D'Allonville,  made  a  reconnaissance  on  the  20th, 
towards  the  ground  recently  occupied  by  the  enemy  in 
front  of  Balaklava,  while  the  42nd  Regiment,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Cameron,  42nd 
Regiment,  and  a  battalion  of  Zouaves,  made  a  corres- 
ponding movement  on  the  extreme  right.  The  latter 
saw  only  a  picket  of  Cossacks,  which  retired  upon  their 
approach  ;  the  former  exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy, 
and  ascertained  that  they  had  scarcely  any  troops  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Tchernaya." 

December  26th: — "The  rain  which  prevailed  on 
Saturday  was  succeeded  by  snow  on  Sunday,  and  it  was 
almost  the  worst  day  I  ever  saw.  At  night  it  froze, 
and  the  frost  has  continued  ever  since,  without  being 
severe  ;  but  it  has  not  as  yet  tended  to  dry  the  ground, 
still  in  a  lamentable  state. 

"  Every  effort  is  making  that  the  state  of  the  roads 
will  permit  to  bring  up  ammunition  and  the  materials 
of  sies^e,  and  General  Canrobert  is  in  this  respect 
affording  us  every  possible  assistance. 

"  The  garrison  keeps  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  our 
trenches,  particularly  at  night,  and  your  Grace  will 
regret  to  see  by  the  returns  which  I  inclose,  that  we 
daily  sustain  some  casualties." 

December  30: — "Since  I  wrote  on  the  26th  the 
weather  has  been  somewhat  more  propitious,  but  the 
state  of  the  ground  is  hardly  more  satisfactory.  The 
18th  Regiment  has  arrived  ;  and  I  have  likewise  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  we  are  daily  receiving  vast 
supplies  of  ammunition,  warm  clothing,  and  huts  for 
the  army.  The  utmost  efforts  will  be  made  to  dis- 
embark all  those  stores ;  but  the  difficulty  of  effecting 
this  desirable  object  is  very  great,  owing  to  the  very 
limited  extent  of  the  harbour,  its  crowded  state,  and 
the  narrow  entrance  to  the  town,  and  want  of  space  on 
the  beach,  the  racks  on  the  north  side  rising  directly 
out  of  the  water,  and  there  being,  consequently,  an 
accommodation  but  on  one  side.  The  Russians  continue 
to  withdraw  from  the  Valley  of  the  Tchernaya,  whilst 
they  have  constructed  defensive  works  on  the  heights 
above,  which  would  imply  a  difficulty  of  maintaining 
their  troops  in  the  field.  A  reconnaissance  was  sent  out 
this  morning,  by  General  Canrobert  towards  the  river, 


in  co-operation  with  a  portion  of  Major-General  Sir 
Colin  Campbell's  force  on  the  extreme  right  of  Bala- 
klava, the  result  of  which  is  not  yet  known." 

The  following  dispatch  from  General  Canrobert  to  the 
Minister  of  War  has  been  published  in  the  Moniteicr, 
December  22 : — 

"  The  bad  weather  has  continued,  with  rare  and  short 
intervals  of  improvement.  We  nevertheless  continue, 
as  much  as  possible,  to  encircle  the  place  with  our 
trenches ;  and  all  the  siege  operations  become  perfect 
and  solid,  notwithstanding  the  rainy  season,  which 
renders  the  transport  very  difficult. 

"  The  two  armies  mutually  assist  each  other.  I  am 
indebted  to  the  English  army  for  the  transport  of  nearly 
all  the  cavalry  I  have  under  my  orders  in  the  Crimea ; 
and  on  my  part,  I  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Lord 
Raglan  my  mules  to  convey  his  sick  to  Balaklava,  and 
teams  to  convey  his  ammunition.  These  exchanges 
contribute  to  keep  up  excellent  relations  and  perfect 
cordiality  between  the  two  armies. 

"  There  scarcely  passes  a  night  without  some  points 
of  our  lines  being  attacked  by  sorties,  which  generally 
cost  dear  to  the  assailants. 

"  Yesterday,  at  2  A.M.,  the  Russians,  after  having 
made  a  sortie  on  the  third  parallel  of  the  English,  who 
vigorously  repulsed  them,  made  also  a  demonstration 
upon  the  centre  and  left  of  our  works.  Received  by  a 
very  brisk  and  well-directed  fire,  they  withdrew  before 
our  soldiers,  who  pursued  them  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  The  enemy  left  a  great  number  of  dead  upon 
the  ground. 

"  To  make  the  guard  of  our  trenches  more  efficacious, 
I  have  organised  a  corps  of  volunteers,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  keep  the  approaches  of  our  works  clear  of  the  enemy 
at  night.  I  expect  good  results  from  this  institution, 
which  completes  that  of  the  francs-tireurs,  organised 
since  the  commencement  of  the  siege,  and  who  do  duty 
by  day  in  the  trenches.  They  have  already  done  much 
injury  to  the  enemy. 

"  As  I  have  already  informed  you,  our  works  extend 
actually  to  the  bottom  of  the  Quarantine  Bay.  The 
enemy's  attention  is  drawn  to  the  efforts  we  are  making 
on  that  side,  and  his  artillery  sharply  disputes  the 
ground  with  us  ;  where,  as  nearly  everywhere,  Ave  are 
obliged  to  hollow  out  the  rock ;  but  our  progress  is  not 
the  less  real,  and  we  remain  in  possession. 

"  I  have  informed  you  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
his  left,  and  evacuated  the  portions  of  the  valley  of 
Balaklava,  where  we  formerly  saw  them  in  considerable 
numbers.  I  was  desirous  of  ascertaining  their  exact 
position  in  that  direction,  and  the  day  before  yesterday 
I  pushed  forward  a  reconnaissance  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
village  of  Tchergoun,  consisting  of  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
under  the  orders  of  General  d'Allonville.  They  came 
upon  some  hundred  riflemen  behind  the  village  of 
Camara,  and  drove  them  back  into  the  ravines.  De- 
tachments of  cavalry,  accompanied  by  their  artillery  and 
some  battalions  of  infantry,  appeared  on  the  flanks  of  the 
reconnaissance,  but  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  its  ope- 
rations, which  were  happily  accomplished. 

"  At  the  same  time,  1000  infantry,  Highlanders  and 
Zouaves,  left  Balaklava,  on  the  right  of  our  po>ition, 
and  explored  the  heights  which  extend  towards  the 
vallev  of  Baidar.     They  only  met  a  post  of  Cossacks. 

"  To  resume,  I  am  of  opinion  that  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Tchernaya  there  are  only  pickets  of  the  enemy  ob- 
serving our  positions  from  a  distance.  A  movement  lias 
evidently  taken  place  in  the  Russian  army,  caused  pro- 
bably by  the  landing  of  the  Turkish  troops,  which  con- 
tinues at  Eupatoria.  I  shall  soon  know  the  real  state  of 
the  case. 

"  Although  the  number  of  the  sick  has  somewhat  in- 
creased in  consequence  of  the  perpetual  wet  in  which 
we  live,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army  is  satisfactory, 
and  its  moral  condition  perfect. 

"  If  the  troops  have  suffered  much  from  the  rain,  it 
has  not  yet  been  cold  ;  the  snow,  which  for  some  time 
has  covered  the  tops  of  the  mountains  inland,  has  not 
yet  fallen  upon  the  plain  which  we  occupy,  and  the 
thermometer  has  not  yet  in  a  single  instance  been  below 
zero.  These  general  conditions  are  rendered  better  by 
the  care  taken  of  our  men  ;  and,  thanks  to  the  wise  fore- 
sight of  the  Emperor  and   his   government,  the   army 
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enjoys  relative  comforts,  which  make  it  gaily  support 
the  fatigues  it  has  to  undergo. 

"  The  number  of  sick  in  our  military  hospitals  at  Con- 
stantinople is  3794,  of  whom  1387  are  wounded.  I  have 
established  in  the  Crimea,  near  the  Bay  of  Karatsch,  a 
depot  of  convalescents,  where  the  men  who  leave  the 
army  ambulances,  and  who  only  require  rest,  will  regain 
their  strength,  and  be  enabled  to  return  to  their  duty. 
This  measure  will  diminish  the  number  sent  to  Con- 
stantinople. 

"  His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Napoleon,  still  re- 
tained at  Constantinople  by  the  malady  which  forced 
him  to  leave  the  Crimea,  wished  to  rejoin  us.  I  opposed 
his  return,  which  might  compromise  the  health  of  the 
Prince." 

The  principal  occurrence  mentioned  in  the  official 
despatches — the  Russian  sortie  in  the  night  of  the 
20th  of  December — has  been  described  in  several  private 
accounts.  The  correspondent  of  the  Daily  News, 
writing  on  the  22nd,  gives  the  following  details  : — "  Yes- 
terday morning  (Dec.  21),  alittle  before  three  o'clock,  the 
whole  camp  before  Sebastopol  was  suddenly  aroused  by 
bugles  sounding  the  alarm.  As  the  stirring  notes  ran 
from  regiment  to  regiment,  in  many  instances  followed 
by  the  '  double,'  the  troops  started  up  from  their  sleep 
and  were  quickly  under  arms.  The  night  was  fine  and 
starlight,  but  there  was  no  moon  visible. 

"  The  cause  of  the  alarm  and  turn-out  proved  to  be  a 
sortie  made  by  the  Russians  against  the  advanced 
works,  both  of  the  English  and  French  batteries.  Dis- 
tinct attacks  had  heen  made  nearly  at  the  same  time  on 
the  troops  in  advance  of  Captain  Gordon's  battery  on 
Frenchman's  Hill,  and  on  these  protecting  the  advanced 
work  which  some  time  since  was  wrested  from  the 
Russians ;  another  body  approached  the  entrenchment 
originally  made  in  advance  of  Captain  Chapman's  bat- 
tery on  Greenhill.  The  enemy  came  on  in  comparatively 
such  limited  numbers  against  the  advanced  work  in 
front  of  Frenchman's  Hill  as  almost  to  lead  to  the  belief 
that  it  was  planned  as  a  feint,  while  the  more  earnest 
attack  was  made  against  Greenhill  and  the  advanced 
French  works. 

"  I  wish  I  could  write  that  the  attack  had  been  met  as 
it  ought  to  have  been.  Neither  men  nor  officers  were 
on  the  alert,  and  all  were  taken  by  surprise.  There 
were  eight  companies  in  the  advanced  work  of  Captain 
Goi'don's  battery,  taken  from  the  7th,  23rd,  33rd,  and 
34th  Regiments,  and  this  force,  properly  prepared  and 
organised,  was  sufficient  to  hold  it  against  double  the 
number  of  the  enemy  who  attacked  it.  As  it  was, 
however,  the  sentries  posted  only  a  few  yards  in  front  of 
the  work  must  have  been  utterly  careless,  and  in  all 
probability  were  lying  down,  if  not  asleep ;  for  the  first 
intimation  of  the  attack  to  the  men  and  officers  lying 
within  the  work  was  given  by  the  shouts  of  the 
Russians  themselves  who  had  mounted  the  parapet,  and 
were  already  committing  havoc  among  the  sleepers. 
The  consequence  was  there  was  a  panic,  scarcely  any 
resistance  was  made,  and  the  covering  party  hastily  fell 
back  upon  the  battery.  Some  of  the  men  even  crowded 
in  at  the  embrasures,  and  thus  prevented  the  guns  being 
used  against  the  Russians  who  had  gained  possession 
of  the  advanced  work.  Others  crowding  within  the 
battery  impeded  the  action  of  the  troops  stationed  there 
for  a  time;  but  when  order  was  restored  and  an  advance 
made  to  regain  from  the  enemy  the  work  they  were 
supposed  to  be  still  holding,  it  was  found  they  had 
already  abandoned  it.  They  were  not  in  sufficient 
force  to  retain  it,  extending  as  it  does  for  a  long  distance 
across  the  hill  towards  the  middle  or  Orchakov  ravine  ; 
but  they  had  had  time  to  carry  off  considerable  booty  in 
arms,  blankets,  and  accoutrements.  Five  men  were  killed, 
and  had  all  been  stripped,  even  to  their  boots.  One 
body  was  found  with  eight  bayonet  wounds  ;  another 
was  mangled  and  thrown  into  the  well.  Fifteen  were 
wounded  ;  some  so  badly,  that  they  were  left  for  dead 
in  the  work  by  the  Russians.  These  had  been  most 
barbarously  treated,  having  been  repeatedly  wounded 
alter  they  had  fallen,  and  in  three  or  four  instances  had 
been  kicked  and  beaten  over  the  head  by  the  butt  end 
of  the  musket,  to  insure  destruction  of  life.  About 
twenty-seven   are   missing,  no   doubt   having  received 


wounds  which  did  not  disable  them  from  marching,  and 
being  carried  away  as  prisoners.  Among  these  latter  is 
Lieut.  J.  Byron  of  the  34th  regiment.  This  officer  was 
seen  to  fall  by  a  sergeant,  who  states  that  he  was 
wounded,  but  apparently  not  severely,  and  has  not 
since  been  forthcoming.  There  can  be  little  doubt  but 
that  he  was  taken  away  as  a  prisoner.  The  sentries 
were  men  of  the  7th  Royal  Fusiliers. 

"  I  have  not  heard  one  circumstance  advanced  to  pal- 
liate this  discreditable  affair.  The  night  was  sufficiently 
clear  and  light  for  the  Russians  to  have  been  seen  ad- 
vancing at  a  distance  off  of  150  or  200  yards.  But  it  is 
not  difficult  to  account  for  and  explain  its  occurrence. 
There  was  a  force  of  eight  companies,  but  there  was  no 
field  officer  in  the  work :  they  were  under  the  command 
of  a  captain.  They  were  taken  from  different  regiments, 
and  were  not  in  the  habit  of  acting  together.  The 
English  officers  on  outpost  and  picket  duty  are  in  too 
many  instances  notoriously  careless :  wrapping  them- 
selves in  their  waterproofs,  they  will  entrust  the  posting 
of  sentries  to  their  sergeants,  who  in  turn  will  perhaps 
let  the  sentries  relieve  each  other.  There  was  no  want 
of  courage  in  the  men — they  wanted  direction  and  a 
leader.  Had  a  habit  of  proper  vigilance  been  inculcated 
by  superior  officers,  and  an  example  set,  this  disaster 
would  not  have  happened. 

"  In  the  advanced  works  of  Greenhill  there  appears  to 
have  been  the  same  want  of  caution  and  alertness  as  at 
Frenchman's  Hill.  A  covering  party  of  the  50th  Regi- 
ment were  protecting  the  work,  having  relieved  a  cor- 
responding force  from  the  20th  Regiment.  The  Russians 
advanced  up  the  ravine,  which  divides  the  French  ex- 
treme right  from  our  extreme  left,  and  thus  attacked 
the  advanced  work  in  flank.  The  men  of  the  50th 
Regiment  were  taken  by  surprise,  but  succeeded,  after 
an  obstinate  resistance,  in  driving  the  enemy  back. 
They  suffered,  however,  considerable  loss — 17  being 
killed  and  about  35  men  wounded.  Captain  Frampton 
and  Lieutenant  Clarke  are  reported  missing,  and  it  is 
presumed  were  made  prisoners. 

"  The  attack  on  the  French  works  was  very  deter- 
mined and  obstinate,  and  the  contest  continued  for  nearly 
an  hour  after  all  the  fire  of  musketry  had  ceased  in  the 
British  position. 

The  following  account  of  this  affair  is  given  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Waddy  of  the  50th  Regiment, 
who  was  engaged  in  it :  "  On  the  evening  of  the  20th 
I  went  to  the  trenches,  in  command  of  the  guard  of 
1,200  men.  It  was  a  fine,  clear,  starlight  night,  and  I 
was  congratulating  myself  on  my  luck  with  Thompson, 
when  all  of  a  sudden  the  Russians  opened  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  from  one  of  their  batteries  upon  the  trenches, 
and  the  shells  came  hissing  like  a  basket  full  of  snakes 
over  our  heads.  This  was  quite  an  unexpected  salute, 
particularly  as  the  time  was  only  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  men  all  jumped  up  at  once,  and  were  ready 
for  anything.  It  so  happened  that  the  50th  occupied 
the  posts  of  danger :  120  men  under  Frampton  being  in 
the  most  advanced  parallel,  and  300  men  in  support,  in 
the  second  parallel,  under  Moller,  while  my  place  was  in 
the  main  trench  with  the  rest  of  the  guard.  However, 
being  anxious  to  be  assured  that  all  was  right  in  the 
front,  I  ran  out,  and  got  there  just  in  time  ;  for  a  strong 
and  overpowering  body  of  the  enemy  had  rushed  on 
Frampton's  party,  and  had  driven  them  in.  They  came 
on  boldly  to  the  second  parallel,  but  we  received  them 
with  a  sharp  fire,  and  they  checked;  however,  a  small 
body  of  them  managed  to  get  round  our  left  into  the 
parallel.  I  called  to  the  men  to  charge,  which  was  done 
instantly  and  effectively,  and  Ave  killed  or  drove  all  out. 
They  still  remained  in  our  front,  firing.  I  then  led  two 
companies  of  the  38th  Regiment,  which  I  had  ordered 
up  in  support,  right  over  the  parapet,  and  we  cheered 
and  charged  down  on  the  left  flank  of  the  Russians, 
who  then  took  to  their  heels,  when  we  gave  them  some 
parting  vollies.  I  cannot  be  too  thankful  to  God  for 
His  merciful  protection  over  me  through  this  night's 
work.  Inkermann  was  nothing  to  it,  so  far  as  I  was 
concerned. — Of  course  I  was  obliged  to  be  foremost. 
There  is  now  the  sad  part  of  the  affair  to  be  told.  Poor 
Moller  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  he  died  about  an 
hour  ago,  and  my  old  friend  Frampton  has  not  been 
found  since.   I  have  also  to  regret  the  loss  of  Mr.  Clarke, 
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a  very  good  young  officer,  for  he  has  not  been  found 
either.  Frampton  was  last  seen  calling  to  his  men  to 
stand  ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  both  of  them  were  un- 
touched, and  have  been  taken  into  Sebastopol.  We 
shall  learn  their  fate  in  a  day  or  two.  Besides  these 
officers,  I  have  lost  14  men  killed,  and  S  taken  prisoners, 
(these  8  all  belong  to  the  Light  Company),  and  14 
wounded.  The  50th  had  400  men  present;  so  you  see 
what  a  severe  tussle  we  had  for  the  possession  of  the 
trenches.  I  very  narrowly  escaped  a  bayonet  stab  in 
my  right  thigh  ;  the  fellow's  bayonet  stuck  in  my  great 
coat,  but  the  next  instant  he  was  blown  away  from  the 
muzzle  of  the  firelock  of  one  of  the  50th.  The  whole 
affair  lasted  about  an  hour.  If  the  praises  of  man  are 
good  for  anything  (although  I  don't  set  much  value  on 
them  'tis  as  well  to  have  them  as  long  as  one  remains 
in  this  world),  I  ought  to  be  very  well  satisfied,  for  I 
have  come  in  for  a  large  share  of  this  night's  work. 
When  I  got  out  among  the  men  of  the  50i,h,  and  they 
heard  my  voice  telling  them  to  fix  bayonets,  to  keep 
together,  and  saying,  '  Now,  show  them  what  the  50th 
can  do,'  several  of  them  said,  '  Oh  !  by  gor,  there  is  our 
colonel ;  we  are  all  right  now ;  follow  the  colonel,  boys,' 
&c.  Sir  Richard  England  called  at  my  tent  yesterday, 
and  told  me  that  Lord  Raglan  desired  him  to  tell  me 
that  he  felt  much  obliged  for  my  conduct.  The  Adju- 
tant-General also  called  to  congratulate  me  upon  my 
escape,  and  said  that  he  was  very  glad  that  I  was  the 
man  who  happened  to  have  the  command." 

On  the  9th  of  December  a  naval  sortie  was  made 
from  the  harbour.  It  is  described  in  a  letter  published 
in  the  Constitulionel ;  but  the  English  ship  mentioned 
by  the  writer  was  not  the  Terrible  but  the  Valorous. 
"  On  the  6th,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  two  Russian 
vessels,  one  of  which  was  the  famous  Vladimir,  sailed 
out  of  the  harbour  in  the  direction  of  Streletzkaia  Bay, 
protected  throughout  their  course  by  the  quarantine 
fortifications.  Their  object  seemed  to  us  to  be  to 
reconnoitre  the  positions  of  our  left,  and  to  do  some 
damage  if  possible  to  the  Caton  and  another  of  our 
steamers,  at  anchor  in  the  bay.  But  the  Megere  aviso, 
which  was  en  vidette  before  the  port,  having  signalled 
their  manoeuvre,  our  vessels  in  Ivamiesch  Bay  got  up 
their  steam,  and  prepared  to  make  for  the  enemy. 
However,  the  distance  from  the  port  of  Sebastopol 
to  Streletzkaia  Bay  being  very  short,  the  Russian  ships 
had  time  enough  to  approach  the  bay,  driving  the  little 
Megere  (which  only  carries  two  guns)  before  them. 
They  began  to  fire  upon  the  Caton,  which  bravely 
responded.  While  this  was  "going  on,  we  saw  the 
English  frigate  Terrible  rush  like  an  enraged  lion  upon 
the  Russian  ships.  They  had  already  received  some 
well-directed  bullets  from  the  Caton,  and  as  soon  as 
they  saw  the  Terrible  coming  they  sheered  ofl*  as  fast  as 
they  could  under  the  protection  of  their  batteries. 
I  never  saw  a  more  splendid  spectacle  than  the  advance 
of  the  Terrible.  She  flew  like  an  arrow.  Although 
the  Russians  ran  away  too  soon  for  the  Terrible  to 
come  up  with  them,  she  sent  two  rattling  broadsides 
after  them,  and  bravely  stood  the  fire  of  the  batteries, 
which  opened  upon  her  vigorously.  In  spite  of  his 
precipitate  flight,  the  enemy  must  have  sustained  some 
loss  both  from  the  Caton  and  the  Terrible.  The  only 
loss  in  the  whole  affair  on  the  side  of  the  Allies  was  two 
men  on  board  the  Terrible.  I  must  not  forget  to  say 
that  the  Megere  gallantly  followed  the  Terrible,  and 
blazed  away  with  her  two  guns  as  resolutely  as  if  she 
had  been  a  great  ship." 

Innumerable  private  letters  describe  the  condition  of 
the  army  and  the  privations  and  sufferings  of  the  men. 
The  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Herald  writes,  on  the 
28th  November  : — 

"  We  sleep  in  rain  and  mud,  get  up  in  rain  and  mud, 
walk  about  in  rain  and  mud,  and  in  the  evening  retire 
to  our  oozy  beds  with  feelings  of  grim  dis-satisfaction 
that  we  were  not  born  tortoises  or  alligators,  so  that  we 
might  look  forward  with  something  like  satisfaction  to 
the  prospect  of  passing  the  next  six  months  in  a  puddle. 
If  there  is  any  truth  in  the  virtue  of  a  cold-water  cure, 
assuredly  we  ought  to  be  the  healthiest  army  in  Europe. 
Of  course  our  readers,  thinking  of  the  dirty  crossings  in 


Bond  Street  and  Pall  Mall,  will  soliloquise  over  a  com- 
fortable breakfast,  and  say,  'Yes,  the  camp  must  be 
very  muddy  ;  '  but  let  me  entreat  them  to  believe  they 
know   nothing   about  it.      During   the   course   of  my 
wanderings  I  have  seen  some  dirty  places,  but  I  never 
saw  '  mud,'  sheer,  deep,  tenacious  mud,  till  I  came  to 
the  Crimea.     In  fact,  if  you  can  imagine  an  Irish  bog 
that  has  had  the  horse,  carriage,  and  passenger  traffic  of  a 
large  city  over  it  for  three  weeks,  you  will  be  able  to 
form  some  idea,  though  but  a  faint  one,  of  the  state  of 
the  route  between  the  camp  and  Balaklava.     From  the 
appearance  of  this  path  it  seems  perfectly  astonishing 
how  any  communication  can  be  maintained  between  the 
camp  and  the  source  of  our  supplies.     Ever  since  the 
repulse  we  received  at  Balaklava,  when  we  lost  our  re- 
doubts, and  the  main  road  to  Sebastopol   (and  none  of 
which,   no  matter   what  miserable  evasion  our   official 
despatches  may  make  about  the  matter,  we  have  retaken 
up  to  this  day),  the  path  to  the  English  camp  has  lain 
over  the  sea-side  hills  to  the  French  lines,  and  so  along 
them   to   the    English.       This    route    is    about    three 
miles  longer  than  that  which  we  formerly  possessed  :  but 
the  distance  would  be  nothing  if  the  road  was  good. 
As  it  is,  it  is  a  mere  path  over  a  stiff  clay  soil,  winding 
down  ravines  and  up  steep  hills  perpetually.     Yet  by 
this    road,    such   as   it   is,    the    whole    communication 
between  Balaklava  and  the  camp  has  to  be  carried  on. 
All  the  commissariat  carts,  all  the  forage,  provisions, 
shot,  shell,  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  ambulances, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,   have  to  pass  over  it  daily ;  and 
the  effects  of  three  weeks'  rain  on  such  a  route  may  be 
imagined  far  easier  than  described.      In   some   places 
between  steep  hills,  where  the  mud  has  settled  down, 
the  path  has  been  quite  abandoned  and  a  new  one  made; 
yet  even  by  the  new  one  the  horses  have  to  struggle  up 
to  their  bellies  in  thick  slush.     The  sides  of  the  road  are 
quite  dotted  with  dead  horses,  broken  down  artillery- 
waggons,  or  commissariat-carts  stuck  fa«t  in  the  tenacious 
mire.      Another  week's  rain,  and  this   road  must   be 
impassable." 

Correspondent  of  the  Times,  December  6th : — "  There 
are  many  points  on  which  a  little  attention  and 
care  would  save  great  trouble  to  the  men,  and  hus- 
band their  strength.  For  instance,  the  coffee  which 
is  served  out  to  the  men  is  the  green  unburnt  berry. 
The  men  have  neither  roasting  nor  grinding  apparatus. 
The  top  of  the  mess  tin  is  made  to  do  duty  for  the  one, 
and  is  spoilt ;  a  couple  of  stones  is  used  in  lieu  of  the 
other,  and  spoil  the  coffee  ;  but  the  hardship  of  roasting 
and  grinding  the  berry  over  small  bits  of  sticks  and  in 
wet  and  storm,  can  only  be  known  by  those  who  try  to 
get  a  breakfast  by  adopting  these  conditions  of  obtaining 
it.  Why  not  send  out  good  coffee  ready  ground  in  handy 
tins  ?  Surely  it  is  not  worth  while  to  practise  economy 
on  such  a  dear  article  as  a  soidier.  The  French  are 
generally  provided  with  coffee-mills  and  roasters,  but 
even  when  they  have  no  such  appliance  experience  has 
suggested  a  hundred  means  of  supplying  the  deficiency. 
These  are  not  '  grumbles,'  but  honest  complaints  against 
the  perpetuation  of  remediable  grievances.  The  want 
of  clothing,  the  want  of  fuel,  the  want  of  shelter,  the 
want  of  food,  which  have  cost  the  army  and  the  nation 
so  dearly,  might,  I  sincerely  and  solemnly  believe,  have 
been  obviated  by  a  small  exertion  of  ordinary  '  prevoy- 
ance.'  The  articles  which  are  arriving  to  day  in  the 
Belgravia  should  have  been  here  long  ago  ;  and  the 
supplies  we  are  expecting  daily,  however  welcome,  are 
late.  They  will  be  of  service  only  to  those  who  survived, 
or  have  maintained  health  and  strength  under  cold  and 
wet.  We  have  tents,  but  cannot  get  them  up  to  the 
camp.  There  is  a  great  deficiency  of  hospital  marquees; 
and,  horrible  as  it  is  to  think  of  such  a  thing,  it  is  no  less 
true,  that,  according  to  information  received  from  no 
doubtful  source,  five  men  of  a  battalion  of  the  Guards 
were  found  dead  outside  one  of  the  tents  within  the  last 
thirty  hours." 

Correspondent  of  the  Daily  News,  Dec.  6 : — "  The 
Russian  Emperor's  most  powerful  and  faithful  ally, 
disease,  has  been  actively  at  work  among  the  British 
troops.  The  continued  rain,  the  insufficient  diet,  even 
of  the  salt  ration,  from  the  failure  of  the  means  of 
transport,  and  the  almost  impassable  state  of  the  roads, 
the  constant   exposure   and   absence   of  shelter,   spare 
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clothing  and  want  of  fuel  for  firing,  have  heen  the  chief 
agents  of  this  ally.  The  regiments  lately  arrived,  and 
the  recent  draughts  from  England,  have  particularly 
suffered.  The  46th  Regiment  have  now  buried  upwards 
of  100  of  their  number  ;  the  97th  Regiment,  which  has 
only  been  encamped  a  fortnight,  have  already  lost  36 
men.  One-seventh  of  the  Light  Division  is  on  the  sick 
list,  and  the  daily  burials  are  numerous.  In  spite  of  all 
that  has  been  written  on  the  subject  in  the  English 
journals,  and  the  outcry  raised  among  the  public,  there 
is  a  great  want  of  medicine  and  medical  comforts  in 
the  camp.  The  regimental  surgeons  complain  that  they 
cannot  obtain  the  particular  kinds  of  medicine  they 
require,  nor  any  medicines  in  sufficient  quantities.  One 
division  (the  Fourth)  has  been  without  meat  for  two 
days,  others  have  been  on  half  or  quarter  rations. 
The  only  division  having  full  rations  has  been  the 
First.  The  rice  has  been  discontinued  for  some  time 
past.  I  believe  it  has  been  given  to  the  Ottoman 
troops.  The  coffee  is  still  issued  in  the  green  state. 
When  the  arabas  became  disabled,  and  the  cattle, 
already  weakened  by  a  short-sighted  parsimonious 
allowance  of  grain  and  fodder,  broke  down  also,  the 
commissariat  officers  placed  their  chief  dependence  for 
bringing  up  the  supplies  to  the  regiments  on  the  com- 
pany bat-horses,  eight  of  which  had  been  landed  for  the 
service  of  each  regiment.  But  these,  worn  out  by  their 
heavy  loads  and  daily  journies,  their  hoofs  worn  down 
and  feet  tender,  because  there  have  not  been  any 
arrangements  made  by  which  they  could  be  shod,  have 
now  in  a  great  number  failed.  Their  allowance  of 
barley  has  been  increased  from  six  to  nine  pounds  daily  ; 
but  this  measure  comes  too  late.  Roads  also  are  being 
paved,  both  in  Balaklava  and  in  the  direction  of  the  new 
redoubts,  waiting  for  their  guns  on  the  right  of  the 
position  above  Sebastopol;  but,  as  may  be  imagined,  the 
accumulation  of  mud,  and  the  comparative  difficulty  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  stones  for  the  purpose,  now 
renders  this  operation  very  difficult." 

The  private  letters  from  officers  and  soldiers  continue 
to  be  very  interesting.  An  officer  of  the  4th  Light 
Dragoons  writes  on  the  12th  December: — "  Our  horses 
are  improving,  and  our  men  regaining  their  former 
good  spirits  very  rapidly.  Drafts  of  all  regiments 
continue  to  arrive  almost  daily.  The  weather  for  the 
last  four  days  has  been  beautiful — quite  like  summer. 
Pray  don't  send  any  more  warm  clothing,  as  I  have 
plenty.  Ships  have  lately  all  brought  out  some,  and 
supplied  us  all." 

An  Indian  officer  writes  : — "  In  my  opinion,  had  the 
men  a  change  of  clothing,  they  would  be  just  as  healthy 
here  as  anywhere  else.  The  weakly  die  off,  as  they 
always  will  in  a  hard  campaign.  I  hear  little  complaint 
among  the  men  ;  the  officers  are  the  ones  who  complain, 
and  in  two  days  upwards  of  two  hundred  sent  in  their 
resignations.  This  shows  our  faulty  military  system. 
There  is  no  want  of  gallantry  among  the  officers,  but 
the  army  is  not  their  profession.  They  do  not  look  to 
it  as  their  home — as  the  only  thing  they  have  to  look 
forward  to.  On  the  day  of  battle  they  are  ever  fore- 
most ;  but  it  is  the  work — this  incessant  hardship 
without  any  apparent  end — that  they  cannot  and  will 
not  stand.  Some  of  our  regiments  are  nearly  without 
officers.  I  think  more  promotion  from  the  ranks  might 
be  tried  with  success.  I  do  not  think  it  generally 
answers  during  peace,  but  I  think  it  might  be  tried 
on  a  greater  scale  during  war :  you  then  get  a  class  of 
men  whose  home  is  the  army,  who  must  live  and  die 
by  it." 

A  soldier  of  the  93rd  Highlanders  writes  to  his  wife  : 
— "  My  dear  Jean, — I  take  another  opportunity  of 
sending  you  a  few  lines,  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  still 
very  well,  notwithstanding  our  many  hardships  and 
difficulties.  We  have  not  had  any  battles  since  my 
last,  but  no  one  knows  the  moment;  there  are  30,000 
Russians  lying  within  two  miles  of  us,  as  we  can  see 
daily,  and  Sebastopol  still  holds  out,  though  it  is 
expected  that  before  the  end  of  this  month  the  French 
and  English  will  be  in  possession  of  that  great  fortress, 
which  would  be  a  great  blessing  for  us  all,  for  our  lives 
are  torn  out  of  us  watching  the  enemy.  My  dear,  I  see 
by  the  papers  that  they  are  trying  to  niake  a  peace,  and 


I  sincerely  hope  they  will  succeed,  for  I  am  very  tired 
of  the  campaign,  though  I  am  not  half  so  bad  off  as  my 
comrades.  I  have  a  house  to  live  in,  and  a  comfortable 
bed  on  the  floor,  and  a  very  kind  master.  We  had  a 
draft  landed  the  other  day,  and  your  illustrious  friend 

came  with  them.     Our  women  are  in  a  wretched 

state,  they  have  little  tents  of  their  own,  and  they  are 
spending  all  the  money  they  saved  in  Turkey.  I  am 
thankful  to  God  for  the  great  blessing  of  health  he  has 
bestowed  upon  me  when  thousands  have  been  cut  away 
by  disease  and  trouble,  and  if  I  am  but  spared  to  come 
through  this  war  I  shall  retire  from  the  service  and  live 
in  peace  for  the  remainder  of  my  days.  My  dear,  I 
hope  my  pretty  little  Jamie  is  well,  and  ifyou  can 
possibly  do  so,  send  him  to  school.  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  send  you  other  two  pounds  at  the  end  of  this 
month,  if  spared,  and  I  hope  you  got  the  last  all  safe. 
Try  to  send  me  the  papers,  for  I  weary  very  much  for 
news  from  home,  and  write  as  often  as  you  can,  for  I 
look  for  your  letters  every  mail.  Our  auld  country 
folks  have  been  very  kind  to  us.  They  have  sent  out 
for  our  winter  clothing  a  new  great  coat,  red  coat, 
trousers,  two  pair  of  flannel  drawers,  two  flannel  shirts, 
two  pair  socks,  home-spun,  and  one  pair  of  boots.  I  am 
proud  of  the  country  I  belong  to,  though  I  think  the 
army  has  wrought  for  it  all.  But  just  wait  till  I  come 
home  with  my  breast  covered  with  medals  and  clasps  of 
honour,  all  for  the  old  country.  I  have  not  time  to  say 
more  at  present,  but  hope  the  Lord  will  spare  us  to 
meet  once  more,  and  that  soon.  My  dear,  I  hope  the 
blessing  of  God  will  be  with  you  both  until  the  day 
comes  when  we  shall  not  need  pens  to  communicate 
with.  Kiss  Jamie,  and  say  it  is  from  his  Ta.  Kind 
love  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson. — I  remain,  my  dear,  your 
truly  affectionate,  George  Inglis,  93rd  Highlanders, 
British  Army,  Crimea." 

A  corporal  of  the  95th  pays  a  tribute  to  General 
Pennefather  : — "  Sir  de  Lacy  is  gone  away  sick,  and  so  is 
our  Brigadier  Pennefather.  A  braver  soldier  never 
drew  a  sword  :  if  you  could  but  hear  his  '  Hurrah  my 
darlings,'  and  bullets  flying  round  him  like  hail,  you 
could  not  but  admire  the  fine  old  fellow ;  all  the  brigade 
are  sorry  for  him  (the  Irish  brigade  as  we  call  our- 
selves)." The  same  writer  speaks  of  the  Turks — "  Our 
chaps  and  the  :French  are  all  right,  and  would  do 
anything  for  each  other,  but  a  Turk  gets  no  quarters. 
The  friendly  '  Bono  Johnny,'  with  which  we  used  to 
greet  them  in  Bulgaria,  is  now  exchanged  for  '  Go  to 

,  you  cowardly  rascals.'     I  suppose  you  will  have 

seen  in  the  papers  that  they  ran  away  from  a  fortified 
position  they  were  entrusted  with  near  Balaklava,  and 
which  we  had  to  retake,  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  life. 
We  have  them  now  at  the  only  work  they  are  fit  for, 
making  entrenchments  and  repairing  the  roads." 

A  private  soldier  writes  to  his  parents  at  Hertford  •. 
"Dear  Mother  and  Father, — I  received  your  kind  and 
affectionate  letter,  and  I  am  very  happy  to  hear  that 
you  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  as  this  leaves 
me  at  present.  Thank  God  for  it.  Dear  mother,  I 
have  sent  you  a  Christmas-box  [the  letter  contained  21.] 
to  drink  my  health,  and  I  wish  you  a  merry  Christmas 
and  a  happy  new  year,  and  many  another  till  I  return. 
We  had  a  glorious  fifth  of  November,  from  six  in  the 
morning  till  five  in  the  evening.  It  was  nothing  but 
hot  work  ;  and  many's  the  brave  man  who  fell  at  the 
battle  of  Inkermann's  hill.  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that 
we  are  well  looked  after.  We  were  all  served  out 
with  a  flannel  shirt  and  drawers  and  socks,  and  we  are  to 
be  served  out  with  woollen  comforters  for  the  neck, 
instead  of  the  stock.  They  are  all  free  of  expense. 
And  we  are  receiving  large  reinforcements  from  France 
and  Turkey  every  day,  so  that  the  duty  is  not  so  bad  as 
it  was.  Dear  Father,  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  hear 
more  about  the  war  in  the  Crimea  than  I  can  tell  you  of 
it.  I  hope  you  will  let  me  know  if  you  are  in  want  of 
a  pound  or  two,  I  will  let  you  have  it  as  long  as  I  am 
on  the  campaign.  Dear  mother,  I  hope  you  will  send 
mc  The  News  of  the  World  and  The  Illustrated 
Londo'n  News — two  newspapers  .     They  will   cost  you 

but  a  few  pence.     Give  my  best  respects  to  Mrs. 

and  tell  her  to  remember  me  to  though  I  have 

no  doubt  I  shall  hear  from  her  before  you  receive  this. 
Dear  Mother,  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  the  newspapers 
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and  six  stamps.  And,  as  I  have  no  more  to  say  at 
present,  I  must  conclude  with  my  kind  love  and  affec- 
tion for  you  both,  and  believe  me  to  remain  your  ever 
affectionate  son,  William  Bradley." 

A  letter  from  a  wounded  soldier  of  the  Light  Cavalry 
to  his  brother,  written  from  the  hospital  at  Scutari, 
draws  a  picture  of  the  terrible  "  death-ride  "  —  the 
charge  led  by  Lord  Cardigan  at  Balaklava,  by  far  the 
most  graphic  and  striking  that  has  yet  been  given : — 
"  The  battle  of  Balaklava  was  certainly  a  disastrous 
affair  for  our  poor  Light  Cavalry.  The  cowardly 
conduct  of  the  Turks,  in  the  first  instance,  made  a  great 
odds  to  us  all  through  the  day,  the  Russians  having 
such  play  at  us  from  our  own  redoubts  and  using  our 
own  shot  and  shell.  However,  our  marine  artillery, 
with  a  tremendous  range,  with  some  ships'  guns  which 
they  had  planted  on  the  heights  close  above  Balaklava 
harbour,  soon  regularly  shelled  them  out  of  the  redoubts. 
They  now  made  a  bold  stroke  for  it,  in  their  way,  and 
came  over  the  hill  with  most  of  their  army,  including  a 
great  many  cavalry.  The  first  thing  they  did  (a  large 
cloud  of  Cossacks)  was  to  charge  about  three  companies 
of  the  93rd  Highlanders,  who,  however,  gave  them  such 
a  warm  reception  that  they  turned  to  the  rightabout 
pretty  sharp.  Our  heavy  dragoons,  first  the  Scots 
Greys  and  Enniskillens,  charged  slap  at  the  whole 
front  of  the  cavalry,  with  the  infantry  in  rear.  They 
went  down  at  first  like  reeds  before  our  Heavies,  but  as 
there  was  only  about  one  bonnie  Grey  or  bold  Ennis- 
killen  to  so  many  Russians,  they  began  to  outflank 
them,  when  the  rest  of  the  heavy  brigade  charged  and 
drove  them  back  like  a  flock  of  sheep.  The  light 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  pursuit ;  we  and  the  4th 
Light  were  on  the  extreme  left  flank,  covering  a  troop 
of  horse  artillery,  to  keep  back  a  division  of  them  who 
were  trying  to  outflank  us  in  that  direction.  After 
their  artillery  and  ours  had  battered  away  at  each 
other  for  some  time,  the  balls  coming  hot  and  strong 
through  the  coverers,  a  French  battery  of  heavy  metal 
opened  on  them  from  the  rear  of  the  Sebastopol  heights, 
drove  them  back,  and  we  could  see  the  Chasseurs 
d'Afrique  coming  down  at  a  gallop.  It  was  just  about 
this  time  we  got  the  order  to  pursue,  so  off  we  went  to 
the  rear  after  the  retiring  party  ;  we  had  to  get  through 
a  vineyard,  over  a  mud  wall  and  ditch,  and  there  were  a 
good  many  '  downers '  and  some  fun.  When  we  got 
through  we  went  tearing  up  the  hill  after  them.  The 
Heavies  were  close  on  their  rear.  The  Lancers  and 
others  of  the  Lights  were  closing  on  them,  and  we 
were  coming  up  at  a  good  pace  and  nearly  into  them, 
when  they  got  over  the  hills  beyond  the  redoubts,  into 
their  stronghold  in  the  valley,  when  they  brought  their 
guns  to  bear  upon  us.  We  retired  out  of  range,  and 
sat  fronting  them,  when  they  formed  as  nice  a  trap 
as  could  possibly  have  been,  and  which  nobody  but 
a  blind  man  could  have  missed  seeing.  They 
planted  guns  on  the  hills  right  and  left  of  the 
valley,  and  all  their  field-pieces  at  the  end  right 
facing  us.  I  believe  Captain  Nolan  was  sent  to 
reconnoitre  the  hills  on  each  side.  Whatever  report 
he  took  to  Lord  Raglan  we  know  not,  but  I  expect  he 
reported  they  were  all  clear,  as  he  came  back  with  an 
order  to  Lord  Lucan  for  the  light  brigade  to  charge  and 
take  the  field  guns,  and  the  ammunition  and  guns  taken 
from  the  Turks.  Lord  Lucan  asked  if  Lord  Raglan  was 
aware  of  the  enemy's  position  ?  '  There  is  the  order, 
and  there  is  the  enemy,'  Nolan  is  reported  to  have  said. 
Lord  Cardigan  then  got  the  order  as  given,  and  gave 
the  order  for  the  brigade  to  advance  in  two  lines — first 
the  17th,  ISth,  and  13th,  second  the  11th  and  4th.  Off 
we  went  tearing  towards  destruction.  The  round  shot 
came  first,  killing  many  a  poor  fellow.  One  most  won- 
derfully came  past  my  shoulder,  striking  my  rear-rank 
man  right  in  the  chest.  Onward  we  went.  I  could  see 
the  shell  bursting  over  our  heads,  and  hear  the  grape 
and  canister  hissing  through  us.  The  cross  fire  was 
murderous — a  square  of  infantry  and  guns  with  grape 
and  canister  pelting  through  us  and  shelling  from  the 
opposite  heights.  But  I  felt  or  feared  nothing-<*a  sort 
of  wildness  came  over  me,  and  I  seemed  to  care  not 
where  I  went  or  what  I  did.  Onward  still  !  The  first 
line  had  retired,  the  guns  were  silenced,  and,  retiring 
behind  a  large  horde  of  Cossacks,  they  formed  a  front 


but  would  not  stand  our  charge,  but  galloped  through 
guns  and  everything.  We  cut  down  the  gunners,  and 
literally  took  the  whole  lot.  The  Cossacks  came  out  by 
twos  and  threes,  and  kept  firing  away  at  us  from  their 
long  pieces,  annoying  us  dreadfully.  We  looked  anxiously 
round  for  a  support,  when  we  perceived  what  we  consi- 
dered the  17th  Lancers  a  good  distance  in  the  rear  of  us. 
'  Hurrah,  my  boys,'  sung  out  our  brave  Colonel  Douglas, 
'  let's  give  them  another  charge ;  the  17th  will  be  up 
then,  and  we'll  take  guns  home  with  us.'  '  Come  on, 
lads,'  said  Lord  George  Paget,  his  gallant  brother-in- 
law,  colonel  of  the  4th  Lights.  I  found  myself  as  ex- 
cited  as  possible,  singing  out, '  Come  on,  boys  ;  '  anything 
is  preferable  to  sitting  quietly  and  being  shot  at.  At 
last  some  one  gave  the  alarm  that  it  was  a  large  body 
of  Russian  Lancers,  formed  up  to  cut  off  our  retreat. 
'There's  no  help  for  it,'  said  Lord  George  Paget,  'we 
must  retire,  and  cut  our  way  through  them  as  well  as 
we  can.'  We  went  threes  about,  and  went  calmly  to 
the  rear.  They  did  not  attempt  to  cross  our  front,  but 
attacked  our  right  flank  and  rear.  I  was  pretty  near 
the  right  flank,  and,  of  course,  retiring  in  the  rear  rank  ; 
I  had  allowed  my  horse  to  flag  a  little,  when  one  of  the 
gentlemen  came  on  to  attack  me  with  his  lance  at  a 
slanting  position,  and  was  making  a  poke  for  my  back  ; 
I  wheeled  round  in  the  saddle,  parried  his  lance,  and 
gave  him  a  second  rear  point  to  the  left  of  his  right 
shoulder,  which  I  expect  will  spoil  his  lancing  for  some 
time.  I  was  quite  chuckling  to  myself  over  this  affair, 
when  we  came  to  the  horrid  cross-fire  again.  I  had  not 
gone  far  through  till  I  got  a  rap  in  the  leg  as  if  from  a 
sledge  hammer.  I  looked  down  and  saw  the  blood  gush- 
ing from  a  good-sized  hole.  '  Now  then,  old  horse  ' — he 
had  carried  me  well  through  the  campaign — '  save  my 
life  now!'  (I  had  seen  all  over  the  field  four  or  five 
Cossacks  spiking  any  poor  fellow  who  was  down.)  I 
kept  the  right  spur  at  work,  and  galloped  a  mile  or 
more,  when  I  began  to  get  quite  blind  and  faint ;  I  saw 
dimly  a  tent  chum,  I  hailed  to  lend  a  hand,  he  heard 
me  and  came  galloping,  he  stopped  me  the  first  thing, 
and  gave  me  a  good  drink  out  of  his  water-bottle  ;  that 
revived  me,  and  I  just  got  to  where  the  regiment  was 
forming  and  old  Cardigan  was  sitting  with  the  tears 
almost  in  his  eyes,  when  he  saw  his  smart  brigade  so  cut 
up ;  our  fellows  cheered  him,  when  he  said,  '  You  must 
not  think,  men,  this  is  one  of  my  mfd-brained  actions ; 
I  would  have  given  almost  anything  rather  than  it  had 
happened.'  I  moved  forward  and  asked  to  be  taken  to 
the  rear;  I  was  hurried  off  to  the  doctor  (the  assistant), 
who  had  a  lot  of  our  officers  and  men  in  the  nice  green 
ditch  of  a  vineyard,  where  we  could  lie  up  the  slope;  I 
had  lost  a  tremendous  deal  of  blood,  and  one  of  the 
officers  gave  me  a  good  swig  of  brandy  out  of  his  flask. 
The  doctor  stopped  the  bleeding,  and  we  had  to  wait 
some  time  for  the  ambulance,  which  came  at  last  and 
took  us  oft'  to  the  hospital,  and  you  know  the  rest.  Give 
my  love  to  all  our  family  ;  break  this  affair  very  gently 
to  my  mother,  and  tell  her  I  shall  write  in  a  day  or  two, 

but  it  is  a  great  exertion  ;  and  now,  dear ,  hoping 

and  trusting  that  God  will  allow  me  to  see  you  all  again, 
believe  me  your  most  affectionate  brother." 

This  brave  fellow  had  his  leg  shattered,  and  [it  was 
amputated  in  a  temporary  hospital  at  Balaklava.  "I 
was,"  he  says,  "sent  aboard  ship  that  evening,  and 
steamed  down  here  in  a  couple  of  days.  It  would  have 
been  a  good  job  for  me  if  I  could  have  disembarked  next 
day,  but  the  weather  came  on  rough,  and  only  the 
slightly  wounded  could  move.  I  lay  between  decks  in 
that  steamer  for  ten  days.  You  could  not  get  any  attend- 
ance, but  the  rain  came  through  the  deck  above,  and 
regularly  saturated  you  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  by  the  time  I  got  ashore  my  leg  had  taken  an  un- 
favourable turn,  and  I  have  since  had  a  very  bad  bout 
with  it,  but  now  the  doctors  say  it  has  taken  a  favour- 
able turn  again.  I  think  so  myself,  and  thank  God  for 
it.  My  leg  is  cut  off  very  long,  about  a  foot  below  the 
knee,  so  that  if  I  can  get  on  all  right  I  can  have  a  cork 
leg;  and,  having  both  my  arms,  I  can  earn  a  good 
livelihood  yet." 

The  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  the  hospital  at 
Scutari,  who,  to  the  number  of  200,  have  arrived  at 
Liverpool,  have  received  the  most  hospitable  attentions 
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from  the  inhabitants.  Ample  accommodation  was 
provided  for  them  in  the  Brownlow  Hill  workhouse, 
the  apartments  set  apart  for  their  use  comprising  the 
new  medical  and  surgical  wards  recently  added  to  the 
establishment.  On  the  16th  instant  they  were  visited 
by  the  mayor,  the  rector,  and  members  of  the  vestry  ; 
the  chairman  and  members  of  the  Medical  Belief  Com- 
mittee, the  inspecting  field-officer,  and  other  leading 
individuals.  The  men  were  entertained  with  an  excel- 
lent breakfast  in  the  great  dining-hall,  at  which  the 
mayor  and  other  gentlemen  were  present ;  and  an 
ample  dinner  and  supper  were  also  provided.  The  dif- 
ferent wards  were  carefully  visited  and  inspected  ;  and 
everything  indicated  ease  and  comfort. 

"Although  (says  the  Liverpool  Mercury)  many  a 
melancholy  countenance  peeped  out  from  those  sick 
beds,  laughter  rang  through  the  rooms,  and  there  was  a 
pervading  cheerfulness  among  the  brave  fellows  that 
dispelled  the  gloom  which  occasional  causes  might  have 
created."  From  the  accounts  given  by  that  paper  we 
extract  a  few  particulars  of  peculiar  interest,  as  illus- 
trative of  the  opinions  and  ways  of  thinking  prevalent 
in  the  army  which  these  men  represent: — "  The  men, 
though  cordial,  were  scarcely  so  communicative  as 
might,  under  the  circumstances,  have  been  expected. 
When  questioned  about  their  personal  adventures,  they 
invariably  entered  into  detailed  accounts  of  each  engage- 
ment ;  and  they  '  spun  yarns  '  as  long  as  any  tar  ever 
did.  In  mingling  with  them,  however,  we  took  parti- 
cular interest  in  eliciting  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the 
men  respecting  their  commander-in-chief,  Lord  Baglan. 
His  character  and  abilities  have  been  so  freely  canvassed 
of  late,  that  the  individual  opinions  of  the  soldiers  will 
he  looked  upon  with  no  little  curiosity.  The  result  of 
these  inquiries  have  led  us  to  believe  that  Lord  Raglan, 
notwithstanding  the  insinuations  of  his  traducers,  is 
actually  idolised  in  the  army.  Going  up  to  a  private  in 
one  of  the  regiments  of  the  line,  we  began  a  conver- 
sation, and  led  him,  by  an  easy  transition,  to  pass  an 
opinion  upon  the  general.  '  Why,  sir,'  he  said,  '  I 
fought  on  the  Sutlej  under  Lord  Gough  and  Lord 
Hardinge.  They  were  looked  upon  as  splendid  fellows, 
but  there  never  was  a  general  better  liked  by  his 
soldiers  than  Lord  Raglan.'  Another  private  who 
joined  us,  said  he  was  very  attentive  to  the  men,  and 
that  he  had  frequently  seen  him  riding  about  before  the 
battle  ot  Inkermann.  A  corporal  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards,  overhearing  the  remark,  exclaimed,  '  Why, 
the  men  thought  he  was  far  too  much  among  the 
bullets.' 

"  A  member  of  the  select  vestry  entered  into  familiar 
conversation  with  a  wounded  man  of  the  66th  Regiment, 
and  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  the  commander.  '  A 
braver  man  never  breathed,'  was  the  ready  response, 
'  I  saw  him  at  Balaklava,  riding  up  and  down,  and 
looking  after  everything.'  There  was  about  a  dozen  of 
the  wounded  men,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  20th,  27th, 
and  55th  Regiments,  clustered  round  a  large  fire  in  the 
middle  ward,  reading  the  newspapers  which  the 
governor  had  generously  distributed  amongst  them.  It 
was  only  necessary  to  listen  a  moment  to  see  that  the 
greatest  indignation  was  felt  by  all  of  them  at  the  attacks 
made  upon  Lord  Raglan.  '  There  never  was  a  better 
general,'  exclaimed  one  of  them,  '  and  right  well  every 
man  in  the  army  knows  it.'  A  most  hearty  assent  was 
given  to  this  sentiment. 

"  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  there  is  the  greatest 
esteem   for  General  Sir   de    Lacy   Evans,  General   Sir 
George    Brown,   and   General   Cathcart     The   French 
commander,  Canrobert,  comes  in  for  a  share  of  praise; 
but  the  great  favourite  seems  to  be  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, who  is  never  mentioned  but  you  hear  a  dozen 
xclaim  all  at  once,  '  Plucky  fellow,  that ! ' 
'"  What  do  you  think  of  Miss  Nightingale  ? '     '  Oh,  a 
i>ble  lady,'  replied  the  poor  fellow,  who  was  suffering 
f»m  wounds  and  dysentery.   '  She's  worth  all  the  nurses 
atScutari.     She's  here,  there,  and  everywhere.     You 
neer  lose  sight  of  her.'     A  private  of  the  17th  Light 
Digoons    enthusiastically   added — '^Why,  she's   worth 
rflOj  than  seventy  doctors  put  together.     The  doctors 
are^arfully  rough,  but  she's  very  gentle.'     There  was 
abullance  of  provisions  for  men,  but  not  for  horses,  up 
to  t2  5th  of  November.     '  Why,   Bill,'    said  one    of 


them,  '  the  Crimea  was  nothing  compared  to  the  cam- 
paign in  Bulgaria.'  '  No,'  added  Bill,  '  fighting  is 
better  than  sickness,  after  all.' 

"  If  any  one  were  at  all  sceptical  about  the  cordial 
alliance  of  the  English  and  French  troops,  a  walk  through 
these  wards  would  remove  the  doubt.  A  private  of  the 
Coldstream  Guards  described  that  they  had  been  fighting 
four  hours  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Inkermann,  and 
were  quite  overpowered,  when  the  Zouaves  rushed  up 
to  the  enemy,  raised  a  tremendous  cheer,  signed  to  the 
English  to  retire  a  few  paces,  and,  stationing  themselves 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  advanced  line  of  the  Russians, 
poured  in  one  deadly  volley  after  another  from  their  Minie 
rifles.  '  The  French  are  rare  chaps,'  one  of  the  Gren- 
adier Guards  interposed;  'after  the  Inkermann  row 
they  ran  up  to  us  and  slapped  us  on  the  back,  and  kissed 
us,  and  shouted  Hurrah !  The  French  cook  better 
than  us.  They  are  allowed  to  plunder.  They  pulled 
down  lots  of  old  houses  at  Balaklava  to  get  wood,  but  we 
were  not  allowed.  Lots  of  goats  and  pigs  were  running 
about  the  streets  of  Balaklava  when  we  went  in.  The 
French  seized  them.  There  was  a  general  order  against 
us  taking  anything :  but  the  French  gave  us  a  capital 
share  of  their  plunder.' 

"  '  What  sort  of  fighters  are  the  Russians  ? '  a  sergeant 
of  the  44th  regiment  was  asked.  '  They're  very  brave,' 
he  answered,  '  behind  their  walls  and  entrenchments, 
but  bring  them  on  the  plain  and  they're  not  good  stuff. 
If  14,000  of  the  allies  could  lick  60,000,  and  kill,  wound, 
or  take  prisoners  15,000  of  them,  they're  not  such  fine 
chaps.'  The  fact  that  the  Russians  do  not  elevate  their 
muskets  when  they  fire  is  not  generally  known.  '  The 
Russians  never  take  aim,'  observed  a  private  of  the  23rd 
regiment,  '  they  load  their  gun  resting  it  on  the  left  hip, 
and  present  it  from  the  right  hip  when  they  fire.  They 
make  bad  shots,  and  mostly  wound  us  in  the  legs.  The 
shoulder  after  all.' 

"  It  was  stated  by  some  of  the  sick  men  that  very  great 
indignation  was  felt  in  the  army  after  the  battle  of  the 
Alma.  The  Russian  wounded  and  prisoners,  they  state, 
were  taken  care  of,  and  had  plenty  to  eat  and  drink, 
and  medical  attendance,  while  the  allies  were  utterly 
neglected,  and  had  to  fast  two  days.  There  seems  to  be 
no  sympathy  felt  amongst  the  men  for  the  Russian  sol- 
dier ;  and  several  incidents  were  related  of  wounded 
Russians  firing  their  pieces  at  our  prostrate  men,  and 
stabbing  them  while  lying  side  by  side.  This  conduct 
led  to  an  order  from  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  to  break 
the  firelock  of  every  wounded  Russian.  '  Did  you  see 
the  Russians  stab  our  wounded?'  was  a  question  put 
to  a  private  of  the  44th  Regiment.  '  No,  but  I  saw  the 
Russian  officers  stoop  from  their  horses  and  stab  them 
with  their  swords.'  One  of  the  men  said  he  saw  half-a- 
dozen  Russians  at  the  battle  of  Inkermann,  who  were 
not  more  than  200  yards  from  him,  stab  a  wounded 
Englishman.  This  story  was  current  at  Scutari.  Indeed, 
there  was  no  doubt  in  the  English  ranks  that  such  a 
practice  was  common  amongst  the  Russians,  and  that 
their  officers  not  only  connived  at,  but  actually  en- 
couraged it. 

"Whilst  the  Rev.  Rector  Campbell  and  the  other 
members  of  the  select  vestry  were  inspecting  the  wards, 
a  private  of  the  4th  regiment,  wounded  in  the  chest,  and 
who  wore  a  Sobraon  medal,  advanced  towards  them, 
and  said,  '  Gentlemen,  we  thank  the  citizens  of  Liver- 
pool for  the  kindness  we  have  received  since  our  arrival 
here,  with  all  our  hearts.  It  has  quite  cheered  up  our 
hearts  to  find  that  we  were  received  so  well  by  our 
countrymen  ;  and  it  will  be  the  means  of  exciting  others 
that  are  now  in, the  field,  when  they  come  to  hear  of 
the  kindness  done  to  us,  to  exert  themselves  with  all 
their  might  in  the  defence  of  their  country.'  This 
manly  and  straightforward  address  was  applauded  by 
the  men,  and  well  expressed  the  gratitude  they  all  seemed 
to  feel.  The  men  were  almost  unanimous  in  their  praise 
of  the  surgeon  who  attended  them  from  Malta,  Mr.  W. 
P.  Pinkerton,  M.D.,  and  his  medical  assistant.  Although 
the  building  in  which  the  sick  and  wounded  men  were 
accommodated  is  a  workhouse,  it  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  best  arranged  establishments  in  the  kingdom, 
and  they  could  not  for  a  moment  have  supposed  that 
they  were  at  all  degraded  or  neglected  by  being  placed 
in  such  Quarters." 
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The  conduct  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  the 
general  officers  has  been  severely  critised,  on  the  ground 
of  their  alleged  inattention  to  the  condition  and  wants 
of  the  army?  As  a  specimen  of  these  remarks  we  quote 
the  following,  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Morning 
Herald:  — 

"  Every  regimental  officer,"  he  says,  "  repeats  almost 
the  same  remarks  ;  and  first  and  foremost  among  the 
generals  thus  spoken  of  is  the  commander-in-chief,  Lord 
Raglan.  The  complaint  is  that  he  is  never  seen — never 
quits  his  house — never  makes  his  presence  known  to  the 
troops,  except  by  occasionally  issuing  a  general  order. 
He  does  not  know  what  the  troops  suffer,  for  he  takes 
care  not  to  witness  it.  They  are  hungry,  cold,  and 
miserable — yet  not  once  has  he  ever  been  among  them 
to  show  himself  or  to  utter  a  few  cheering  words,  the 
recollection  of  which  would  for  many  a  day  lighten  the 
men's  hearts,  by  showing  that  they  were  not  totally 
forgotten  by  their  leaders,  whose  names  they  have  made 
illustrious.  If  there  is  one  officer  out  here  more  igno- 
rant than  any  other  of  the  feelings,  the  real  wants  and 
sufferings  of  the  army,  that  one  is  Lord  Raglan  :  and 
this  ignorance  can  be  his  only  excuse  for  the  cold,  the 
almost  studied  neglect,  with  which  all  ranks,  except 
those  on  his  immediate  staff,  are  treated.  At  the 
smallest  possible  discomfort  to  himself,  Lord  Raglan 
might  have  become  one  of  the  most  popular  commanders 
that  ever  lived.  Everything  was  in  his  favour,  and  at 
first  he  was  liked  in  spite  of  himself;  but  now  the 
opportunity  has  passed  ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
of  all  the  recollections  of  bitter  hardships  which  will 
survive  this  campaign,  none  will  be  more  bitter  or  more 
enduring  than  the  memory  of  the  utter  coldness  and 
neglect  with  which  Lord  Raglan  has  treated  the 
troops." 

These  representations  are  at  variance  with  other 
statements.  The  Morning  Post  correspondent,  on 
December  5th  writes  : — 

"Lord  Raglan  and  the  members  of  his  staff  rode  through 
the  whole  of  the  British  camp  yesterday.  After  the 
drenching  rain  of  the  previous  night,  he  saw  the  state 
of  the  troops  in  its  true  colours.  His  lordship  halted 
frequently,  and  asked  many  questions  even  of  private 
soldiers  whom  he  saw  puddling  about." 

The  Moniteur  de  I'  Armt-e  publishes  an  extract  from 
a  letter  dated  the  19th  December:— 

"Lord  Raglan  came  this  morning  to  our  head- 
quarters. He  is  a  good  rider  and  does  not  appear  to  feel 
the  want  of  the  arm  which  he  left  at  Waterloo.  He  looks 
well,  has  a  good  colour,  with  a  beard  a  little  grey.  He 
came  without  any  ceremony,  wearing  a  cap  covered  with 
oilskin.  The  English  are  the  most  free  and  easy  men 
we  know." 

The  Maidstone  Journal  publishes  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  a  private  soldier  :■ — 

"  Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather,  Lord 
Raglan  has  been  out  of  doors  daily,  at  different  parts  of 
the  camp,  so  much  so  that  some  of  his  aides-de-camp 
have  remonstrated  with  him,  saying  he  had  better  allow 
them  to  do  the  work  for  him.  He  has  been  known 
frequently  to  give  a  hard-working  private  his  own  bread, 
and  even  to  let  some  poor  soldier  have  a  good  suck  at  his 
brandy  bottle.  The  men  venerate  him,  but  rail  against 
the  government  for  not  giving  him  proper  means  to 
enable  him  to  make  them  more  comfortable." 

In  the  Dublin  Evening  Mail  is  a  letter  from  a  cor- 
respondent in  Dundalk,  who  says  : — 

"  A  relative  of  mine,  belonging  to  a  distinguished 
cavalry  regiment  serving  in  the  Crimea,  has  returned 
home  on  medical  certificate  within  the  last  few  days, 
and  he  assures  me  that  he  has  constantly  seen  Lord 
Raglan  both  riding  and  walking  through  the  lines, 
sometimes  almost  at  break  of  day,  and  that  when  he 
left  the  camp  there  were  no  complaints  in  the  army  on 
that  head." 

A  general  court-martial  was  held  on  the  18th  of 
December,  when  Francis  Hagerty,  a  private  in  the  4th 
Regiment,  was  tried  for  having  struck  an  officer  and  a 
sergeant  while  in  the  execution  of  their  duty.  The 
prisoner  was  drunk.  He  was  found  guilty,  and  sen- 
tenced to  fifty  lashes  and  twelve  months'  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour,  which  Lord  Raglan  confirmed  ;  but 
remarks :    "  The   offences   of   which   the   prisoner  has 


been  very  properly  found  guilty  are  of  so  serious  a 
character  as  to  justify  the  infliction  of  the  whole  punish- 
ment awarded  by  the  court;  but,  in  consideration  of 
the  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  prisoner,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  crimes  were  committed, 
and  in  the  hope  that  his  expressions  of  sorrow  and 
contrition  are  sincere,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  is 
induced  to  remit  all  punishment,  and  to  award  his 
pardon  ;  thus  affording  him  an  immediate  opportunity 
of  showing  by  his  conduct  that  he  is  not  unworthy  of 
the  lenity  that  is  now  extended  to  him." 

A  letter  dated  December  28th.  gives  a  fearful  account 
of  the  privations  and  hardships  to  which  the  troops  are 
exposed.  The  writer  says  : — "  Owing  to  the  gross 
mismanagement  of  the  commissariat,  some  of  the 
divisions  of  the  army  have  been  on  several  occasions 
and  for  several  days  together  without  animal  food  of 
any  kind.  Half  a  ration  of  biscuit  and  the  smallest 
quantity  of  rum,  without  coffee  or  sugar,  is  all  they  have 
had  to  subsist  upon.  They  spend  night  after  night  in 
the  trenches,  exposed  to  pouring  rain,  wet  to  the  skin 
and  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  makes  constant 
sorties.  The  men  are  dying  from  starvation  and  over- 
work. The  loss  from  sickness  has  lately  been  at  the 
rate  of  from  200  to  300  a-day."  The  writer,  in  con- 
clusion, expresses  anxiety  about  an  expected  package, 
wishing  to  learn  by  which  ship  it  is  likely  to  come, 
"as  there  is  dreadful  mismanagement  in  every  depart- 
ment." 

On  the  1st  of  January  the  correspondent  of  the 
Morning  Post  describes  the  state  of  things  at  Bala- 
klava.  "I  visited  Balaklava  this  morning.  Nothing 
can  equal  the  confusion ;  the  mass  of  consignments  ol 
warm  clothing,  blankets,  hutting  materials,  stoves, 
charcoal,  forage,  barrels  of  beef  and'  pork — all  jumbled 
into  one  heterogeneous  mass.  A  barrel  of  pork  stands 
beside  a  bale  of  blankets  here,  and  a  stove  beside  hut- 
ting materials  there,  and  so  on.  So  rapid  have  been  the 
arrivals,  and  so  eager  for  disembarking,  that  the  wharf 
and  all  around  is  like  one  vast  storehouse,  without  form, 
fashion,  or  order.  From  the  huts  which  have  arrived 
the  Quartermaster-General  has  determined  to  erect  a 
few  at  Kadakoi  as  a  receiving  store,  to  ease  the  stores  at 
Balaklava.  The  harbour  is  very  small,  and  hence  the 
confusion.  The  town  does  not  afford  a  sufficiency  of 
stowage  for  the  immense  mass  of  clothing,  and  the 
hutting  materials  which  arrive  daily.  As  regards  the 
former,  as  usual,  the  roofing  is  on  board  one  ship,  the 
body  of  the  hut  on  board  another ;  one  vessel  is  here, 
the  other  God  knows  where.  Boards  and  timber  are 
being  issued  to  regiments.  To-day  each  regiment  has 
been  authorised  to  draw  5000  feet  of  sheeting,  100  pieces 
of  scantling,  and  100  pieces  of  rafters.  This  is  for  the 
purpose  of  the  hospitals  in  camp.  Officers  and  men  are 
allowed  roofing,  &c,  for  walls  of  huts  which  they  may 
have  built ;  but  the  question  arises,  how  are  they  to  get 
it  up  ?  Only  by  carrying  it  up  on  their  backs.  Some 
baggage-horses  have  been  landed  lately,  but  still  these 
are  not  sufficient.  The  general  opinion  is  that  wc  shall 
neither  have  huts  nor  anything  else  before  the  cold 
weather  sets  in,  and  that  cannot  be  long.  If  we  had 
conveyances  up  to  the  camp  all  would  be  well,  and  we 
should  relieve  the  harbour  very  much." 

On  the  subject  of  provisions  the  same  writer  says : 
"  A  great  cry  is  now  made  for  want  of  fresh  meat  for  the 
troops.    Scurvy  has  made  its  appearance,  and  only  about 
once  or  twice  a  month  do  the  troops  obtain  fresh  food. 
Sir  Edmund  Lyons  said  the  other  day  that  nothing  was 
more  easy  than  to  procure  cattle  from  the  different  ports 
along  the  Asiatic  and  European  coasts  of  the  Black  Sea 
Upon  a  question  being  put  by  Sir  Edmund  Lyons  t 
Lord  Raglan  the  other  day,  as  to  whether  he  was  pr^ 
pared  to  give  sixpence  or  even  a  shilling  per  pound  fr 
meat,    his    lordship   answered,   '  Yes ;    even   eighteft- 
pence,  sooner  than  the  men  should  want  fresh  met-' 
He  added  'that  the  country  did  not  mind  what  tey 
paid,  providing  they  could  give  good  and  wholesme 
food  to  the  troops.'     According  to  the  system  ofour 
commissariat,  with    the  view  to  purchase  cattle, t  is 
necessary  to  send  an  officer  of  that  department  to  elect, 
at  a  certain  port,  as  many  head  of  cattle  as  he  pesibly 
can,  and  then  ship  them  to  the  Crimea.     The  Jench 
are  quite  different ;  they  send  an  officer,  who  p'Ceeds 
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in  a  small  vessel  to  every  creek  and  harbour,  collects  ten 
here,  twenty  there,  and  so  on,  and  returns  in  half  the 
time,  besides  insuring  the  troops  a  supply  of  fresh  meat 
regularly.  If  our  present  system  is  followed,  and  the 
troops  have  so  much  salt  meat,  scurvy  will  do  as  much 
this  winter  as  cholera  did  last  summer." 

The  superior  administration  and  greater  comforts  of 
the  French  troops  are  described  by  the  correspondent  of 
the  Daily  News  :-~ "  The  East  shore  of  Kamiesch  Bay 
now  presents  a  very  animated  scene.  The  distance 
between  the  head-quarters  of  General  Canrobert  and 
the  port  of  debarkation  is  between  six  and  seven  miles. 
An  excellent  macadamised  road,  with  a  trench  on  one 
side,  and  drains  running  beneath  at  intervals,  has  been 
nearly  completed  the  whole  way;  and  along  this  route 
may  be  seen  constantly  passing  lines  of  mules  carrying 
well-balanced  packages  of  biscuit  from  Marseilles  or 
Toulon,  or  other  '  vivres  militaires,'  destined  for  the 
respective  divisions  of  the  army,  and  trains  of  waggons, 
'  equipages  militaires,'  also  drawn  by  mules,  bringing 
planks,  chests,  forage,  and  every  description  of  army 
stores  in  the  same  direction.  Up  to  the  very  end  of  the 
harbour  itself,  as  far  as  depth  for  anchorage  can  be 
obtained,  almost  from  its  mouth,  is  densely  packed  a  long 
line  of  merchant-vessels,  ranged  side  by  side  in  rows 
varying  in  depth  according  to  the  variations  in  shape  and 
capacity  of  the  bay,  from  eight  or  ten  to  five-and- twenty 
in  number  in  each  row.  Stretched  across  the  wider 
part  of  the  bay  near  its  communication  with  the  sea  are 
several  large  line-of-battle  ships,  between  which  from 
time  to  time  is  sailing  in  or  out  some  of  the  smaller 
merchant  craft.  Several  large  vessels  are  lying  in 
Double  Bay  beyond  ;  and  from  the  point  of  Cape 
Chersonese,  with  its  white  lighthouses  along  the  coast 
towards  Sebastopol,  other  war-steamers  and  ships  are 
moving  along,  or  lying  at  anchor.  The  new  town  is 
built,  or  rather  encamped,  towards  the  southern  end  of 
the  harbour;  the  military  stores,  landing-places,  and 
offices  being  nearer  to  the  seaboard.  The  principal 
street,  the  '  Rue  de  Commerce,'  consists  'of  two  lines  of 
booths  and  stalls  of  every  imaginary  shape  and  con- 
trivance for  answering  the  double  object  of  protecting 
the  articles  from  the  weather  and  at  the  same  time 
exposing  samples  with  an  inviting  aspect  to  the  gaze  of 
the  visitor.  Masts,  beams,  rigging,  and  canvas  from 
the  ships,  have  been  the  chief  "materials  used  in  the 
construction  of  these  shops  and  dwelling-places.  Every 
house  is  numbered,  and  placards  announce  the  name 
and  place  of  connexion  of  its  merchant  proprietor,  and 
the  principal  wares  to  be  sold.  Articles  of  clothing, 
preserved  provisions,  and  groceries,  are  the  staple  com- 
modities. Wines  and  French  liquors  are  to  be  obtained, 
but  generally  of  an  inferior  description  ;  the  better  sort 
can  only  be  purchased  on  board  the  vessels  in  the 
harbour.  Among  the  shopkeepers  are  several  French 
suttlers  ;  and  the  regimental  '  cantinieres,'  in  their 
trim  military  attire,  may  be  seen  busily  following  their 
active  occupations.  Some  of  the  shopkeepers  are 
Maltese ;  there  are  a  few  Germans  also.  Some  very 
large  stores  with  stone  walls,  and  others  of  considerable 
extent  made  of  wood,  are  rapidly  advancing  towards 
completion.  In  a  short  time  the  Rue  de  Commerce 
will  be  put  into  the  shade  by  its  broader  and  more 
solid  neighbour,  which  is  stretching  up  the  hill  and  at 
right  angles  to  it. 

"  Great  activity  prevails  at  the  military'  end  of  the 
port.  Stores  are  being  landed  from  the  ships,  and 
packed  on  the  beach,  or  are  being  carried  up  by  the 
troops  into  temporary  storehouses  and  depots.  Mules 
are  coming  down  with  empty  pack-saddles,  others  are 
passing  on  their  return  to  the  camps  laden  with  their 
respective  burdens.  Large  piles  of  timber  planking  are 
stacked  up,  and  there  are  heaps  of  grain  and  forage, 
casks  and  boxes  of  provisions.  A  number  of  Ottoman 
troops  are  encamped  close  by  to  assist  in  the  labours  of 
the  port.  These  troops  have  made  long  lines  of  ground- 
huts  for  themselves,  which  appear  sufficiently  snug  and 
warm." 

The  Rev.  J.  E.  Sahin,  in  charge  of  the  Chaplains' 
Department  at  Scutari,  has  written  to  Mr.  Gleig,  the 
chaplain-general,  a  very  interesting  letter  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  hospitals  there,  from  which  we  make  the 
following  extracts  : — "  A  walk  through  our  vast  corridors 


now,  crowded  as  they  are  in  every  part,  fills  me  with 
lively  satisfaction,  for  I  see  how  much  has  been  done, 
and  how  rapidly,  for  the  welfare  of  our  soldiers.  One 
corridor  alone  contains  225  beds,  every  one  occupied, 
and  the  wards  leading  out  of  the  same  corridor  contain 
313  beds.  The  whole  of  this  corridor  has  been  repaved, 
and  every  ward  had  new  floors  and  windows  within  the 
last  month,  and  now  it  is  occupied  from  end  to  end. 
Surgeries  are  built  on  the  wide  staircases,  boilers  for  hot 
water  are  erected  at  intervals,  stoves  are  kept  constantly 
burning  in  each  ward  and  down  the  corridor,  which,  to 
lessen  the  cold,  is  divided  by  wooden  partitions ;  large 
tin  baths  are  standing  at  the  corners  and  entrances  ready 
for  use,  and  every  man  has  a  wooden  bedstead  and  com- 
fortable bed  and  bedding.  Groups  of  men  are  sitting 
round  the  stoves  reading,  talking,  and  some  few  smoking, 
and  altogether  there  is  an  air  of  comfort  and  enjoyment 
which  I  feared  once  never  to  see  here.  I  have  selected 
this  one  corridor  to  tell  you  of,  because  one  month  since 
it  was  unfit  for  use,  and  now  is  all  that  can  be  expected 
or  desired.  It  has  been  rapidly  completed  under  Mr. 
Gordon,  an  engineer  officer  ;  and  the  Turks,  under  our 
Sappers,  have  worked  well.  It  has  been  completed,  too, 
just  as  it  was  most  needed,  for  we  have  had  a  great  in- 
crease of  sick  during  the  last  ten  days,  and  without  this 
corridor  should  have  been  sorely  pressed  for  room.  Our 
numbers  now  amount  to  4200  sick  and  convalescents  ; 
distributed  in  barrack  hospitals,  2500 ;  in  general 
hospital,  1000;  on  the  two  hulks,  700.  Besides  this, 
some  350  have  been  sent  to  Abydos.  The  medical  staff 
seems  now  very  efficient,  and  the  number  considerable 
— I  should  suppose  nearly  100  ;  and  Dr.  Macsregor,  who 
had  so  ably  and  energetically  worked  the  barrack 
hospital,  is  still  at  his  post,  and  active  as  ever.  While 
the  men  are  cared  for,  the  officers  are  not  forgotten.  A 
kitchen  has  been  built  for  them,  and  a  good  cook  placed 
there,  who  cooks  all  they  send  down,  and  also  prepares 
jellies  and  broths  when  needed.  No  less  than  fifty  offi- 
cers' dinners  were  cooked  there  on  Christmas-day.  The 
expenses  of  this  establishment  are  kindly  defrayed  by 
Mr.  Macdonald  out  of  the  Times'  fund.  The  men  have 
their  usual  food  cooked  in  two  immense  cooking-houses 
in  the  barrack-square,  each  containing  eleven  large 
coppers  ;  but  then  comforts  are  supplied  from  the  nurses' 
kitchen,  and  one  meets  at  every  turn  immense  bowls 
of  arrowroot,  sago,  broth,  and  other  good  things. 
Every  man  who  needs  such  nourishment  is,  upon  the 
request  of  the  medical  officers,  promptly  and  constantly 
supplied.  This  is  most  valuable  help  to  the  medical 
men,  and  I  always  feel  thankful  that  no  one  can  tiow  be 
long  without  the  food  or  wine  required.  A  considerable 
change  is  taking  place  in  our  band  of  nurses,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  arrival  of  fifty  new  ones,  under  Miss  Stanley. 
Miss  Nightingale  and  Mrs.  Bracebridge  have  gradually 
established  the  original  band  of  nurses  here,  and  this  in 
spite  of  many  and  serious  difficulties.  What  we  all 
feared  would  be  an  impossibility  has  been  admirably 
accomplished,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  continued  with 
success.  We  have  now,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  seven 
clergymen  at  work  here,  and  one  Presbyterian  preacher, 
and  five  Roman  Catholic  priests — not  one  more  than  is 
needed,  since  500  sick  is  a  large  number  for  one  man  to 
see  and  speak  to,  and  almost  impossible  for  him  to  know 
personally  ;  but  I  hope  more  will  be  spared  of  the  many 
who  are  coming.  There  are  four  regular  services  each 
Sunday,  and  holy  Communion  is  administered  each 
Sunday.  Besides  these,  services  are  held  at  the  general 
hospital,  and  on  board  each  hulk,  and  in  various  corners 
of  the  barrack  where  a  few  of  the  invalids  can  be  got 
together.  The  books  we  hear  of  as  being  sent  out  from 
the  religious  societies  come  in  very  slowly,  but,  perhaps, 
it  is  not  time  for  them  yet.  The  books  and  papers  from 
the  War-office  come  regularly,  and  are  much  used.  It 
is  very  pleasing  to  see  the  groups  of  men  collected  round 
the  stoves  to  hear  one  man  read,  or  a  poor  fellow  with 
one  arm  gone  steadying  a  paper  or  a  book  with  the 
other,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  most  frequent  book 
in  their  hands  is  the  New  Testament.  Copies  of  the 
Queen's  letter  to  Mrs.  Herbert  have  been  made  and 
distributed,  and  also  posted  on  the  walls  in  various 
places.  One  of  the  clergy  went  into  most  of  the  wards 
and  read  the  letter,  ending  with  the  prayer  '  God  save 
the  Queen  !  '  to  which  the  response  was  almost  startling, 
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so  hearty  and  vigorous  from  the  lungs  of  sick  and  dying 
men  came  the  sincere  '  Amen  ! '  You  may  well  suppose 
from  our  vast  number  the  severe  cases  are  many.  The 
deaths  during  the  last  few  days  have  been  on  an  average 
thirty  per  diem,  but  this  is  not  an  excessive  number 
(sad  as  it  is)  when  the  vast  number  here  are  considered. 
But  amid  all  these  scenes  of  suffering  and  death,  I 
cannot  tell  you  what  a  load  is  off  my  mind  when  I  know 
that  all  are  cared  for  and  none  neglected,  and  that  we 
have  such  an  efficient  band  of  nurses,  medical  officers, 
and  clergy.  The  unbounded  liberality  and  sympathy  of 
our  friends  at  home  are  most  cheering  to  us,  and  I 
cannot  express  to  you  how  we  rejoice  in  the  expression 
of  it,  either  in  private  letters  or  public  prints.  We  are 
so  glad  to  feel  that  we  have  a  share  in  your  thoughts 
and  specially  in  your  prayers  ;  and  the  kind  words  from 
our  homes,  our  country,  our  Queen,  have  reached  the 
heart  of  all  of  us  during  our  first  Christmas  out  in  Asia." 
The  present  appearance  of  Sebastopol  as  seen  from  a 
position  of  the  besiegers,  is  described  by  the  correspon- 
dent of  the  Morning  Herald,  from  whose  account  it 
appears  that  the  place  has  been  less  injured  than  has 
been  supposed  : — "The  real  damage  inflicted  on  the  town 
of  Sebastopol  amounts  to  this — all  the  huts  used  by  the 
dockyard  labourers  and  the  Turkish  parts  of  the  town 
outside  the  walls  are  nearly  destroyed — that  is,  laid 
almost  level  with  the  earth.  The  walls  are  here  and 
there  marked  with  shot,  but  most  unquestionably,  as 
defences,  they  are  still  uninjured.  One  large  barrack 
inside  the  walls  against  which  our  fire,  as  against  a 
government  building,  has  been  particularly  directed,  is 
riddled  in  every  part,  and  most  of  its  roof  destroyed. 
The  same  is  the  case  with  about  sixty  or  seventy  of  the 
houses  nearest  to  the  walls,  but  beyond  this  nothing 
has  been  done.  Had  any  of  the  principal  mansions 
more  to  the  centre  of  the  town  been  injured,  it  would 
be  easily  seen,  as  most  of  them  are  detached,  and  all 
are  as  white  as  snow,  and  instantly  show  a  shot-mark. 
The  splendid  structure  which  we  call  the  '  Parthenon  '• — 
the  Government  house — and,  indeed,  19-20ths  of  the 
buildings,  show  no  trace  of  injury.  The  streets  which  I 
could  see,  and  which,  of  course,  were  those  nearest 
to  our  'batteries,  were  all  in  a  most  enviable  state  of 
cleanliness  and  good  order.  In  these  were  numerous 
bodies  of  troops  lounging  about  unconcernedly,  with 
their  muskets  piled  upon  the  pathways.  Many  civilians 
passed  constantly  to  and  fro,  and  now  and  then  an 
ammunition  waggon ;  but  I  saw  no  trace  of  either 
women  or  children,  or  vehicles  of  the  ordinary  descrip- 
tion. Once  during  the  time  I  was  watching,  three 
carts,  laden  either  with  sick  or  wounded — most  probably 
the  former — passed  towards  the  north  side  of  the 
town.  None  of  the  Russians  appeared  to  take 
the  least  notice  of  their  suffering  comrades,  so 
from  that  one  may  not  unreasonably  argue  that  they 
have  got  as  used  to  death  and  misery  as  ourselves. 
Near  to  the  walls  on  the  south  are  the  ruins  of  some 
large  building,  which  has  evidently  been  burnt.  This 
is  the  hospital  in  which  so  many  of  the  Russian  wounded 
unfortunately  perished.  Two  or  three  more  buildings 
near  the  dockyard  are  also  blackened  by  lire,  as  if  they 
had  been  '  gutted,'  but  the  walls  were  too  thick  to  per- 
mit the  conflagration  extending.  Most  of  the  houses  in 
the  Crimea — even  peasants'  cabins — are  built  with  stone, 
and  of  extraordinary  thickness,  for  the  purpose  of  resist- 
ing the  tremendous  gales  which  sweep  this  part  of  the 
world  in  winter.  So  much  for  the  aspect  of  the  town. 
Of  the  earthworks  round  Sebastopol  it  is  more  difficult 
to  speak  with  accuracy.  So  numerous  are  these  defences, 
that  of  them  it  is  quite  impossible  to  gain  at  once  a  near 
and  extensive  view.  As  far  as  I  can  judge  from  travers- 
ing nearly  two-thirds  of  the  allied  lines,  the  enemy's 
batteries  appeared  generally  in  good  working  order. 
Only  in  one  or  two  instances  were  their  embrasures 
masked — that  is,  closed  up  when  a  gun  is  dismounted — 
and  these  maskings  I  was  informed  by  our  officers  would 
be  merely  temporary,  as  the  enemy  always  managed  to 
replace  their  artillery  in  twelve  or  fifteen  hours.  I 
myself  have  seen  them  do  so  within  three.  The  whole 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  are  now  protected  by  a  deep 
ditch  in  front  with  regular  abattis  and  rows  of  stockades 
and  chevaitx  defrise.  From  this  fact  alone  it  is  evident 
that  they  are  guarding  against,  and,  therefore,  fear  an 


assault.  But  it  is  principally  of  the  north  side  that  I 
wish  to  speak.  I  was  told  before  I  set  out  upon  my 
survey  that  I  should  be  astonished  at  the  immensity  of 
the  Russian  batteries,  reaching  from  the  head  of  the 
harbour  to  the  east,  right  round  to  Starfort  and  St. 
Severnia  on  the  north,  and  all  of  which  had  only  been 
unmasked  two  days  previous.  I  know  something  of  the 
nature  of  Russian  works,  and  the  energy  of  Russian 
perseverance,  but  still  the  tremendous  extent  of  new 
redoubts  and  batteries  which  I  then  saw  thrown  up  all 
round  the  city  did,  indeed,  astonish  me.  Every  space 
from  the  circular  earthwork  and  martello  tower  (the 
latter  now  a  mere  pile  of  rubbish),  round  to  the  sea 
near  Cape  Constantine,  is  one  long  line  of  redoubts  and 
batteries.  Malta,  Gibraltar,  or  the  lines  of  Chatham, 
all  in  one,  would  be  far  more  vulnerable  than  these 
formidable  entrenchments,  covered  with  infantry,  pits, 
and  deep  ditches  in  front,  and  protected  by  scarped 
banks,  stockades,  and  masses  of  cannon.  I  have  seen 
many  of  what  are  called  first-class  fortresses,  but  the 
present  aspect  of  Sebastopol  might  vie  with  any." 

The  correspondent  of  the  Daily  News,  writing  from 
Varna  on  the  25th  of  December,  makes  some  observa- 
tions, which  deserve  attention,  on  the  character  of  the 
Turkish  troops  : — 

"  No  one  who  visits  Silistria  and  the  Arab  Tabia,  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  in  the  latter,  a  small 
and  insignificant  fort,  constructed  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
with  a  ditch  that  the  most  timid  rider  who  ever  took  the 
field  in  England  would  not  hesitate  to  cross  in  a  standing 
leap,  a  handfuV  of  Turks,  never  above  a  thousand 
in  number,  resisted  forty  days  the  attacks  of  an 
army  of  60,000  men,  well  armed  and  well  led,  and 
provided  with  every  requisite  for  carrying  on  siege 
operations  with  success,  and  thus,  there  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt,  changed  the  whole  course  of  the  campaign,  and 
transferred  "the  seat  of  war  to  the  Russian  territory,  can 
help  feeling  surprised  at  the  strong  feeling  of  hostility 
towards,  and  contempt  for,  the  Turkish  soldier  which 
has  sprung  up  in  the  minds  of  many  people  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unfortunate  incident  of  the  25th  Nov.  in 
the  Crimea.  Either  the  Turkish  soldier  is  a  good  soldier, 
is  personally  brave  and  fights  well,  or  Oltenitza,  Csitate, 
and  Silistria  are  so  many  dreams ;  and  some  hundreds 
of  individuals  from  various  parts  of  the  globe,  without 
personal  interest  in  the  matter  and  competent  to  form 
a  correct  judgment  upon  it,  have  entered  into  a 
conspiracy  to  propagate  one  of  the  most  curious 
falsehoods  and  delusions  recorded  in  the  whole  history 
of  imposture  and  deceit.  It  is  quite  true,  that  at 
Kalafat  the  Turks  were  well  led,  and  that  many 
of  their  officers  were  Europeans — Hungarians,  Poles, 
and  others.  At  Oltenitza  they  fought  under  the  eye 
of  Omar  Pacha,  who  himself  directed  most  of  the 
movements  in  person.  At  Silistria  the  whole  defence 
was  conducted  by  an  Englishman  and  a  Prussian.  At 
Giurgevo  they  were  led  by  Englishmen.  At  Benzeo,  the 
last  affair  of  the  campaign,  the  Turkish  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  an  Englishman,  charged  and  routed  a  superior 
body  of  Russians.  But  no  one  ever  contended  that 
officered  solely  as  they  are  at  present  they  could  be 
looked  upon  as  good  European  troops.  At  Sebastopol, 
owing  to  Lord  Raglan  placing  too  much  reliance  in 
their  steadiness  behind  entrenchments,  300  men  were 
placed  in  three  redoubts,  two  miles  distant  from  any 
support.  When  they  saw  30,000  men  advancing  to 
attack  them  they  ran  away,  the  officers  leading  the  van. 
This  is  just  what  I  would  have  expected.  Again,  when 
they  were  formed  on  the  flanks  of  the  Highlanders,  they' 
likewise  ran  away,  and  everybody  cries  shame  because 
the  Turks  did  not  receive  a  charge  of  Russian  cavalry 
standing  two  deep,  as  if  they,  poor  wretches,  led  by  the 
offscourings  of  the  populace,  the  vile  favourites,  chi- 
boukges,  and  grooms  of  pachas,  armed  with  flint-lock 
guns,  half-clothed,  and  half-starved,  can  be  expected  to 
do  everything  that  Highland  regiments  will  do,  in  the 
highest  state  of  discipline,  well  armed,  animated  by 
glorious  traditions,  and  led  on  by  men  who  fear  dis- 
honour more  than  wounds,  and  who  are  looked  up  to 
by  the  soldiers,  not  simply  because  of  their  military 
rank,  but  because  of  their  greater  intelligence,  better 
education,  and  higher  station  in  society.  The  poor 
Turk  knows  well  that  no  one  of  his  officers  is  a  whit 
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better  than  himself  in  any  point  of  view,  while  in  a 
great  many  he  is  vastly  worse.  The  private  soldier  is 
in  general  an  honest,  good-hearted  peasant,  personally 
brave  as  are  all  his  race  ;  his  officer  has  in  general  been 
either  a  jxsevenk  or  apusht,  coffee-server,  or  pipe-bearer 
to  some  pacha,  a  wretch,  stupid  in  vice  from  his  infancy, 
without  honour  or  patriotism,  who  serves  simplv  that  he 
may  plunder  and  embezzle.  If  you  officered  the  British 
troops  with  the  sweepings  of  the  gaols,  selected  the 
leading  pimps,  burglars,  publicans,  betting-house  and 
brothel-keepers  of  London,  and  made  them  captains, 
majors,  and  colonels,  and  then  seized  upon  the  able- 
bodied  peasantry,  armed  them  with  flint-locks,  clothed 
them  in  rags,  and  left  their  commissariat  and  pay  in  the 
hands  of  the  officers,  do  you  suppose  they  would  receive 
charges  of  cavalry  standing  two  deep,  or  that  8000  of 
them  would  support  the  attacks  of  40,000  during  the 
Jong  gloomy  hours  of  a  November  morning  ?  The  fact 
is,  Turkish  troops  should  never  be  put  in  a  position  of 
any  kind  in  front  of  the  enemy  without  several  European 
officers  being  with  them  to  animate  them  by  their  ex- 
ample, to  prove  to  them  that  resistance  is  possible.  In 
moments  of  great  danger  they  have  great  confidence  in 
the  superior  intelligence  of  the  Frank,  and  will  stick  by 
him  manfully.  Captain  Butler  proved  this  in  the  Arab 
Tabia." 

The  following  statement  is  given  of  the  strength  of 
the  English  army  on  the  1st  of  January : — Sergeants, 
2.191  ;  Drummers,  656;  Rank  and  file,  3S,085.  Total, 
40,392.  Of  this  number,  there  were  sick  and  wounded — 
Sergeants,  565  ;  Drummers,  107  ;  Rank  and  file,  12,747. 
Total,  13,419. 

Omar  Pacha  arrived  at  Varna  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, and  next  day  sailed  for  the  Crimea.  On  the 
5th  of  January  he  was  at  the  camp  of  the  Allies.  He 
concerted  measures  with  the  English  and  French 
commanders,  and  returned  to  Varna  on  the  6th.  The 
Varna  correspondent  of  the  Daily  News,  writing  on  the 
3rd.,  makes  some  remarks  on  the  condition  of  the 
Turkish  troops  in  the  Crimean  army,  and  the  ill-feeling 
existing  between  the  Turks  and  their  French  allies. 
"  The  work  of  embarkation  (he  says)  goes  on  as  yet 
very  slowly,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  English  and 
French  to  allot  more  than  two  steamers  for  the  work, 
and  it  is  alleged  that  the  sailing  vessels  are  no  longer 
able  to  keep  the  sea.  This  display  of  stinginess  as 
regards  the  steamers  can  be  accounted  for  in  no  other 
way  than  by  supposing  that  the  allied  leaders  consider 
the  coming  or  going  of  the  Turkish  troops  of  very  little 
importance,  and  their  aid  of  no  great  value  ;  but  this  is 
a  piece  of  presumption  the  folly  of  which  is  demonstrated 
by  everything  which  has  occurred  on  the  Danube  during 
the  last  eighteen  months.  The  affair  of  Balaklava, 
about  which  there  has  been  so  much  talk,  is  just  what 
might  have  been  expected  from  men  led  as  the  Turks 
were,  placed  as  they  were,  fed  and  treated  as  they  were. 
I  am  afraid  they  lead  the  lives  of  dogs,  and  very 
unfortunate  ones,  in  the  Crimea,  if  I  may  judge  from 
the  conduct  of  the  French  here  at  Varna,  and  from  the 
fact  that  great  numbers  have  deserted  to  the  Russians 
at  Sebastopol — a  step  which  all  who  know  the  Turks 
know  they  would  never  take  if  their  sufferings  were 
not  very  great  indeed.  It  is  a  curious  instance  of  the 
injustice  and  fickleness  of  some  portion  of  the  public, 
that  though  the  French  have  had  their  batteries  carried 
and  their  guns  spiked  three  times  in  the  very  centre  of 
their  line,  not  a  word  is  said.  The  Turks  are  vile 
beyond  measure  because  three  hundred  were  driven  out 
of  redoubts  two  miles  from  their  supports. 

"  Here  the  greatest  ill-feeling  prevails  between  them 
and  the  French,  whose  conduct  towards  them  has  cer- 
tainly been  anything  but  conciliatory,  or  even  civil.  For 
a  long  time  past  a  man  has  hardly  been  able  to  make 
his  appearance  in  the  street  with  a  fez  on  his  head 
without  being  obliged  to  endure  a  shower  of  insults, 
poured  upon  him  by  every  French  soldier  whom  he 
meets.  The  result  has  been  a  series  of  rows,  more  or 
less  serious,  which  reached  their  culminating  point  a  few 
days  before  my  arrival,  when  a  party  of  drunken  French- 
men attacked  some  Turkish  cavalry  soldiers — drove  them 
into  the  stable  where  their  horses  were  feeding,  and 
then  set  fire  ro  the  building,  and  burnt  twenty  horses 
and  a  large  quantity  of  forage.     It  was  only  owing  to 


the  heroic  exertions  of  Lieutenant  M'Bean,  an  English 
officer,  that  the  Turks  escaped  with  their  lives,  and  the 
Pacha  has  consequently  recommended  him  to  his  govern- 
ment for  the  decoration  of  the  medjidia.  Hardly  a 
week  passes  in  which  riots  do  not  occur,  in  which  both 
parties  use  their  side-arms  freely,  and  between  them 
contribute  a  very  fair  quota  of  wounded  to  the  hospitals, 
and  which  are  invariably  followed  by  an  exchange  of 
notes  between  the  Pacha  and  the  French  commandant, 
the  correspondence  seldom  having  any  better  effect  than 
that  of  convincing  each  of  them  that  the  right  is  all  on 
his  side,  and  the  wrong  all  on  the  other.  Some  stringent 
measures  have,  however,  been  taken  lately,  such  as  the 
closing  of  all  wine  shops  and  cabarets  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  and  the  result  has  been  a  greater  amount 
of  quiet,  and  a  less  amount  of  disturbance  and  scandal. 
But  there  is  one  unfortunate  consequence  of  all  this  ill- 
feeling,  which  no  police  measures  could  either  remedy 
or  prevent,  and  that  is,  a  deep  and  cordial  detestation  of 
the  French  in  the  minds  of  all  classes  of  the  population. 
A  Turk  can  now  hardly  speak  of  a  Frenchman  without 
spitting  out,  the  greatest  mark  of  hostility  he  can  show. 
This  is  certainly  greatly  to  be  regretted  ;  but  it  is  so 
notorious,  and  so  commonly  talked  of  here,  that  I  see 
no  reason  why  I  should  pass  it  over  in  silence.  All 
this  is  to  be  ascribed  in  great  part,  I  think,  to  the 
intolerance  of  foreign  usages  and  manners,  based 
upon  high  ideas  of  their  own  superiority  by  which 
our  allies,  with  all  their  good  humour  and  pliancy,  are 
unquestionably  distinguished.  For  this,  if  for  this  only, 
they  never  have  been,  and  never  will  be,  great  or  suc- 
cessful [colonisers ;  they  have  not  the  good-humoured 
indulgence,  the  half  pitying,  half  contemptuous  indiffer- 
ence with  which  Englishmen  treat  the  weaknesses  and 
oddities  of  races  which  they  look  upon  as  inferior  to 
their  own.  It  will  take  many  a  year  to  efface  the  un- 
favourable impressions  they  have  made  upon  the  Turks 
and  the  Bulgarians  during  their  short  stay  at  Varna. 
The  English,  on  the  contrary,  are  on  the  best  possible 
terms  with  every  one.  They  are  still  '  Bono  Johnny  ' 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Turks,  and  between  them  and  the 
French  the  utmost  cordiality  prevails." 

The  latest  accounts  from  the  army  are  to  the  12th 
instant.  The  health  of  the  troops  seemed  to  improve 
although  the  cold  was  severe.  The  daily  deaths  had 
fallen  to  ninety.  The  sheepskin  coats  for  different 
regiments  were  being  issued,  and  also  rice  to  the  troops 
in  the  usual  manner.  Lord  Raglan  had  ordered  that  every 
man  be  served  out  with  one  pair  of  boots  gratuitously. 
The  weekly  average  of  sick  sent  to  Scutari  amounted  to 
something  like  700  men.  A  permanent  staff  of  medical 
men  had  been  appointed  to  be  on  board  each  vessel  taking 
sick  to  Scutari.  About  500  wooden  huts  had  arrived  at 
Balaklava.  The  Royal  Horse  Artillery  was  to  be  employed 
to  carry  them  up  to  the  camp.  It  was  intended,  in  the  first 
place,  to  put  up  a  sufficient  number  of  huts  outside 
Balaklava,  to  relievo  the  warehouses,  which  were  already 
crammed,  and  had  not  sufficient  room  for  the  goods 
which  arrive  daily.  It  was  also  intended  to  establish  a 
depot  at  head-quarters,  with  fourteen  days'  provisions 
for  the  whole  army  always  in  store.  The  enemy  had 
opened  a  new  battery  opposite  to  the  Guards'  pickets,  on 
the  heights  over  Inkermann.  The  French  took  down 
our  sick  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  on  their  ambulance 
mules,  and  General  Canrobert  ordered  that  the  mules 
should  return  laden  with  provisions  to  the  depot  at 
head-quarters.  Sixteen  hundred  hands  were  employed 
on  the  2nd  in  bringing  up  provisions  to  head-quarters 
for  the  depot. — During  the  night  between  the  7th  and 
8th,  the  Russians  made  a  sortie  against  the  parallel  in 
front  of  the  battery  No.  19.  Waited  for  by  our  soldiers 
till  they  came  up  breast  to  breast,  they  were  vigorously 
repulsed,  and  left  several  dead  behind  them. — During 
the  night  between  the  11th  and  12th  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Russians  attacked  our  lines.  After  a  hand-to-hand 
fight  that  lasted  a  few  minutes,  they  were  repulsed, 
leaving  in  our  works  seven  dead  and  two  wounded 
prisoners.  Our  loss  amounts  to  seven  wounded. — The 
hardships  suffered  by  the  troops  were  still  very  severe. 
The  men  were  often  obliged  to  eat  their  food  raw,  and 
many  had  died  in  consequence.  Some  officers,  too,  in 
trying  to  warm  their  tents  with  charcoal  had  been 
suffocated. — The   Hon.  Mr.  Cadogan   had  arrived  at 
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Varna,  in  order  to  establish  telegraphic  communication 
between  Varna  and  Bucharest,  so  that  no  time  may  be 
lost  in  the  transmission  of  intelligence  from  the  Crimea  ; 
and  with  various  other  powers  and  instructions. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  clothing  disembarked  at 
Balaklava  on  "January  9  : — Woollen  Jerseys,  49,480 ; 
flannel  drawers,  48,448;  socks  (pairs),  65,288;  com- 
forters, woollen,  13,500 ;  boots  (pairs),  29,280 ;  shoes 
(pairs),  4,120;  trousers  (pairs),  6,000;  coatees,  5,934; 
greatcoats,  10,000;  gloves,  50,234.  Of  other  comforts 
that  may  be  classed  with  clothing,  there  were  landed:  — 
Buffalo  robes,  12,061 ;  rugs,  24,200  ;  palliasses,  19,200 ; 
bolster  cases,  21,800 ;  blankets  (beyond  the  one  carried 
by  the  men),  44,650  ;  sheepskin  coats,  1,515. 

The  following,  by  the  most  recent  accounts,  was  the 
position  of  the  Black  Sea  Fleet.  On  the  30th  ult.  there 
were  at  Eupatoriaher  Majesty's  ship  Leander,  50,  Capt. 
the  Hon.  S.  T.  Carnesie  ;  Curacoa,  31,  Capt.  the  Hon. 
G.  F.  Hastings ;  and  Viper  gun-boat,  4,  Lieut.  Lodder. 
At  Balaklava  were  her  Majesty's  ships  Sanspareil,  70, 
Capt.  Heath ;  Diamond,  20,  Capt.  Peel ;  Wasp,  14, 
Commander  Lord  J.  Hay ;  Vesuvius,  6,  Commander 
Powell;  Fireband,  6,  Capt.  Moorson ;  Sphinx,  6,  Capt. 
Wilmot,  Vulture,  6,  Capt.  Glasse ;  and  Caradoc,  2, 
Commander  Derriman.  The  seamen  and  naval  officers 
of  the  Bellerophon,  78,  Capt.  Lord  G.  Paulet,  had  been 
ordered  to  rejoin  their  ship,  while  the  marine  officers 
and  marines  remained  on  shore.  The  Tribune,  31,  Capt. 
the  Hon.  J.  R.  Drummond,  it  was  expected,  would 
relieve  the  Sanspareil  as  senior  officer's  ship  at  Balaklava, 
when  the  latter  would  go  home.  Admiral  Lyons  visited 
Balaklava  on  the  29th,  and  rode  all  over  the  lines  there  ; 
he  returned  in  the  Beagle  gun-boat  to  Chersonese  the 
same  evening.  The  Lion  steamer  had  returned  from 
Tendra  Bay  (near  Odessa)  with  a  cargo  of  hay,  taken  on 
board  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  Highflyer 
and  Gladiator. 

A  letter  from  Odessa  of  the  8th  says :  "  It  is  not 
doubtful  that  Russia  is  preparing  for  a  long  and  obsti- 
nate war.  A  great  number  of  facts  might  be  quoted  to 
prove  this,  but  we  will  cite  only  one.  The  buildings 
which  were  temporarily  constructed  last  autumn  at 
Ochta,  in  the  government  of  Novogorod,  because  the 
storehouses  and  workshops  of  that  military  establish- 
ment, though  more  than  large  enough  in  ordinary 
times,  were  not  considered  sufficient,  are  about  to  be 
replaced  by  permanent  constructions  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  prove  they  are  not  only  intended  as  a  protection 
against  a  coup  de  main,  and  even  an  attack  of  the 
enemy's  fleets,  but  are  intended  to  defy  the  more  de- 
structive effects  of  time." 

A  correspondent  of  the  Vienna  Wanderer  writes  from 
Warsaw  that  the  exertions  made  to  send  large  bodies  of 
troops  to  the  Crimea  from  the  Danube  are  incessant. 
Prince  Gortschakoff,  on  the  5th,  ordered  the  recent  diver- 
sion into  the  Dobrudscha,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Turks 
from  leaving  Varna  for  the  Crimea.  Large  bodies  of 
Russian  troops  have  been  ordered  to  concentrate  them- 
selves at  Perekop,  so  as  to  afterwards  advance  on 
Eupatoria  and  attack  the  place  by  assault,  if  necessary. 
At  the  beginning  of  January  two  traders  of  Sebastopol, 
disguised  as  Tartars,  and  two  Russian  officers,  dressed 
up  as  priests,  were  arrested  at  Eupatoria,  and  shot  as 
spies.  Prince  Mentschikoff  lately  offered  an  amnesty  to 
such  of  the  Tartar  population  as  would  return  to  their 
villages,  but  not  more  than  100  other  individuals — 
women,  children,  and  old  men — left  Eupatoria,  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  prince's  offer. 

The  French  Loan  raised  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  war  has  met  with  remarkable  success,  without  an 
appeal  to  the  capitalists.  The  Moniteur  of  the  18th 
instant,  announced  that  the  sum  total  of  the  subscrip- 
tions amounts  to  2,175,000,000  francs:  177,000  persons 
took  part  in  the  loan.  Algeria,  Corsica,  and  the  offers 
to  subscribe  of  some  of  the  departments  during  the  last 
few  days,  are  not  comprised  in  this  amount.  The 
departments  furnished  126,000  subscribers,  the  sub- 
scriptions of  whom  give  a  capital  of  777,000,000  francs. 
At  Paris  there  were  51,000  subscribers,  with  a  capital  of 


1,398,000,000  francs.  The  foreign  subscriptions  are  com- 
prised. England  provided  a  capital  of  150,000,000 
francs;  and  Germany,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  &c,  a 
similar  amount.  The  English  subscriptions  have  been 
returned,  as  double  the  amount  required  had  been 
subscribed. 

The  detachments  of  the  new  Imperial  IGuard,  com- 
manded by  General  Ulrich,  and  ordered  for  service  in 
the  Crimea,  were  reviewed  by  the  Emperor  on  the  9th 
instant,  in  the  Court  of  Honour  in  the  Tuileries.  The 
soldiers  were  formed  in  squares  in  front  of  the  Pavilion 
de  l'Horloge  ;  where  the  Emperor  posted  himself  on 
horseback,  the  Empress  sitting  in  the  balcony  above. 
Advancing  to  the  front,  the  Emperor  addressed  the 
troops  : — 

"  Soldiers — The  French  people  in  the  sovereignty  of 
their  will  have  set  up  again  many  things  deemed  for  ever 
dead,  and  now  the  empire  is  reconstituted.  Intimate 
alliances  exist  with  our  former  enemies.  The  flag  of 
France  waves  with  honour  on  distant  shores,  which 
until  now  the  bold  flight  of  our  eagles  has  never  reached. 
The  Imperial  Guard,  the  heroic  representative  of 
military  glory  and  honour,  is  here  before  me,  sur- 
rounding the  Emperor  as  of  yore,  wearing  the  same 
uniform,  carrying  the  same  flag,  and,  above  all, 
cherishing  in  its  heart  the  same  feelings  of  devotion  to 
its  country.  Receive  then  these  flags,  which  will  lead 
you  on  to  victory,  as  they  led  your  fathers,  as  they  have 
just  led  your  comrades.  Go  and  share  what  dangers  yet 
remain  to  be  surmounted,  what  glory  to  be  gathered. 
Soon  you  will  have  received  the  noble  baptism  to  which 
you  aspire,  and  you  will  have  helped  to  plant  our 
eagles  on  the  walls  of  Sebastopol." 

Then  dismounting,  the  Emperor  presented  flags  to 
the  two  colonels  commanding  the  Voltigeurs  and 
Grenadiers;  the  Empress  came  down,  and  they  walked 
arm-in-arm  round  the  squares,  repeatedly  conversing 
with  the  soldiers. 

Before  the  departure  of  the  Guards,  all  the  officers 
dined  with  the  Emperor  and  Empress.  Each  officer 
was  presented  with  a  fur  pelisse  after  dinner.  As  they 
were  taking  leave,  the  Emperor,  "  raising  his  voice," 
exclaimed — "  Go  !  my  thoughts  will  follow  yoti  into  the 
distant  country  where  you  are  going  to  combat  for  the 
cause  of  right  and  the  honour  of  your  country.  I  shall 
still  be  more  with  you  while  absent  than  when  present." 


From  Italy  we  learn,  that  the  line  of  electric  telegraph 
connecting  Rome  with  the  rest  of  Europe,  by  the  way 
of  Bologna,  is  now  completed,  and  nothing  interferes  to 
prevent  Pio  Nono  from  entering  into  confidential  con- 
versation with  either  of  the  Emperors  of  France, 
Austria,  or  Russia,  except  the  erection  of  the  inter- 
mediate stations,  which  are  actively  proceeding  so  as  to 
enable  the  government  and  the  public  to  make  use  of 
the  line  at  the  beginning  of  next  month.  The  com- 
mercial panic  'is  progressing  here,  and  all  sorts  of 
securities  and  industrial  shares  are  at  the  lowest  ebb. 


The  bases  of  the  New  Spanish  Constitution  were  on 
the  13th  submitted  to  the'Cortes.  M.  Olozaga  announced 
that  he  should  propose  that  the  Senate  should  be  elected , 
and  not  nominated.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  said 
that  he  should  request  the  Cortes  to  take  into  consider- 
ation, after  the  discussion  of  the  question  on  national 
sovereignty,  the  clauses  relative  to  the  power  given  to 
the  King  to  sanction  and  promulgate  the  law.  The 
loan  of  40,000,000  reals  is  being  realised  slowly.  It  will 
enable  the  government  to  carry  on  affairs  during  several 
months.  The  Minister  of  Finance  has  sent  out  a 
circular  ordering  public  functionaries  to  adopt  all  legal 
measures  to  get  in  the  taxes  and  arrears  of  taxes,  and 
even,  if  necessary,  to  employ  the  armed  force. 


It  appears  by  the  Berlin  papers  that  the  Sardinian 
alliance  with  the  Western  Powers  is  discussed  by  the 
Prussian  semi-official  press  in  a  spirit  of  great  bitterness. 
It  is  felt  that  the  active  participation  of  a  secondary 
European  state  in  the  war  is  making  Prussian  neutrality 
impossible.  A  new  note  has  been  sent  to  Vienna,  pro- 
testing against  the  course  taken  by  Austria  and  the 
Allies. 
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The  Second  Prussian  Chamber  on  the  17th,  adopted 
a  very  important  resolution,  namely,  to  call  on  the 
government  to  prepare  as  promptly  as  possible  a  bill  for 
the  suppression  of  the  privilege  of  exemption  from  the 
land  tax,  which  certain  property  of  nobles  still  enjoys. 
This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority,  in 
spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  ultra-conservative  party. 


The  Vienna  correspondent  of  the  Daily  News,  writing 
on  the  20th  instant,  says :— "  Prince  Gortschakoff  had 
yesterday  a  very  long  conference  with  Count  Buol,  at 
the_Foreign  Office,  in  which  he  communicated  to  him 
the  contents  of  a  fresh  despatch  just  received  from  St. 
Petersburg,  which  has  made  a  great  sensation  in  the 
diplomatic  circles  of  this  city,  as  I  learn  on  good  autho- 
rity it  contains  the  confirmation  of  the  first  instructions 
to  the  Prince  to  enter  at  once  into  negotiations,  as  the 
Emperor  accepts  the  interpretation  of  the  four  points  as 
laid  down  by  the  conference." 

The  greatest  confidence  and  harmony  exist  between 
the  Allies,  and  the  attempts  of  Prince  Gortschakoff  to 
sow  discord  amongst  them  have  proved  a  signal  failure, 
as  well  as  his  attempts  to  gain  a  delay  in  the  united 
decision  of  the  Allies,  which  would  only  prove  the  more 
dangerous,  since  it  is  now  known  that  the  severe  weather 
set  in  in  the  Crimea  might  otherwise  prove  a  very 
dangerous  ally  to  the  Russians. 


Sardinia  has  joined  the  alliance  of  the  Western 
Powers.  This  important  step  is  taken  in  virtue  of  the 
fifth  article  of  the  convention  between  Her  Majesty  and 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  signed  at  London  on  the 
10th  of  April  1854.  The  fifth  article  runs  as  follows  :— 
"  Their  Majesties  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  will  readily  admit  into  their  alliance,  in  order  to 
cooperate  for  the  proposed  object,  such  of  the  other 
Powers  of  Europe  as  may  be  desirous  of  becoming 
parties  to  it."  The  Sardinian  government  has  added 
its  signature  to  this  protocol.  Auhe  same  time,  General 
Daborrnida  has  resigned,  and  Count  Cavour  has 
accepted  the  office  of  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 


The  King  of  Naples  has  celebrated  the  proclamation 
of  the  dogma  of  the  immaculate  conception  in  various 
ways.  He  has  placed  the  army  under  the  care  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  ;  and  he  has  organised  festivals 
in  honour  of  the  Madonna.  On  one  of  these  occasions, 
the  streets  and  back  slums  of  the  city  were  cleaned,  and 
all  the  place  put  on  an  air  of  decency ;  for  the  King 
intended  to  assist  in  a  procession.  Arbitrary  arrests 
continue  to  be  made  as  usual.  People's  minds  are  so 
accustomed  to  such  incidents,  that  they  are  regarded 
almost  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  routine  of  government. 
A  short  time  since  a  gentleman  of  wealth,  influence,  and 
respectability  was  arrrested  and  taken  to  the  Prefettura, 
where  he  was  detained  five  days  and  nights,  and  then 
dismissed,  without  the  slightest  reason  being  given  for 
his  detention,  or  the  slightest  excuse  offered. 


Accounts  from  Stockholm,  of  the  23rd  inst.,  state  that 
orders  have  been  given  for  placing  the  entire  Swedish 
army  upon  a  war-footing.  This  measure  is  to  be 
executed  with  the  greatest  promptitude,  as  it  is  required 
to  have  the  troops  ready  to  march. 


New  York  papers  have  been  received  to  the  10th 
inst.  It  appears  that  the  money  market  has  improved 
materially  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  nearly 
all  the  state  stocks  are  selling  higher  with  the  interest 
off  than  they  were  before  the  1st  of  January  with  the 
interest  on. — From  the  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  state  of  Texas,  we  learn  that  the  amount  of  cash 
and  United  States  bonds  on  hand  and  received  on 
account  of  the  general  fund,  the  past  year,  is  four 
millions  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  300,000  dollars  having 
been  expended  for  ordinary  appropriations,  and  170,000 
dollars  towards  the  debt  of  the  late  republic.  Two 
millions  of  the  United  States  bonds  have  been  transferred 
to  the  school  fund  of  the  state.  This  great  and 
munificent  act  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  determi- 
nation of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  wherever 
they  go,  to  establish  and  maintain  popular  education  as 
the  corner-stone  of  their  entire  social  and  political 
system. 


NAEEAT1VE  OF  LITEEATUEE  AND  AET. 


The  events  of  the  war  continue  still  to  exert  an 
unfavourable  influence  on  literature,  and  we  have  few 
important  books  to  introduce  in  our  list  of  new  pub- 
lications. 

Setting  aside  mere  pamphlets  or  new  editions,  the 
prominent  works  of  the  month  have  been  two  octavo 
volumes  of  a  History  of  Political  Literature  from  the 
Earliest  Times,  a  compilation  from  printed  sources  by 
Mr.  Robert  Blakey  ;  the  first  volume  of  a  History  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Gilbart ;  three  octavo 
volumes  devoted  to  the  Origin  and  Progress  of  the 
Mechanical  Inventions  of  James  Watt,  drawn  from  the 
private  correspondence  of  himself  and  his  friends,  by 
Mr.  James  Patrick  Muirhead ;  a  treatise  on  Food  and 
its  Adulterations,  by  Dr.  Hassall ;  the  second  volume 
of  Mr.  M'Intosh's  very  complete  and  richly  illustrated 
Book  of  the  Garden ;  the  third  and  last  volume  of  Mr. 
Peter  Cunningham's  edition  of  Johnson's  Lives  of  the 
Poets  ;  the  second  volume  of  Mr.  Johnston's  Chemistry 
of  Common  Life;  a  series  of  popular  lectures  on 
English  history,  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  times  to  our 
own,  entitled  Landmarks  of  the  History  of  England, 
by  the  Rev.  James  White;  a  volume  descriptive 
of  Elba,  and  of  Napoleon's  government  there, 
partly  translated  and  partly  original ;  a  descrip- 
tive account  of  the  Druses  of  Lebanon,  by  Mr. 
George  Washington  Chasseaud;  a  volume  of  Historical 
Memorials  of  Canterbury,  consisting  partly  of  repub- 
lished Quarterly  articles  and  partly  of  original  lectures, 
by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Penrhyn  Stanley;  a  brief  narrative 
of  a  Month  in  the  Camp  before  Sebastopol ;  an  excellent 
translation,  in  two  octavo  volumes,  of  new  Travels  in  the 
Chinese  Empire  by  the  Abbe  Hue  ;  an  account,  from 
apparently  authentic  sources,  of  the  Chinese  Rebel  Chief, 


by  the  Rev.  Theodore  Hamberg ;  a  collection,  taken  from 
his  writings  in  a  weekly   literary  review,  of  Literary 
Papers   by   the   late   Professor   Forbes ;   a   volume   of 
Memoirs  of  Anne  Duchess  of  Brittany ,  twice  Queen  of 
France,  by  Miss  Costello;  several  additions  (reprints) 
to  the  libraries  of  Mr.  Bohn,  one  of  which,  a  well  known 
Handbook    of  Proverbs,    has    had    large  and    curious 
additions  made  to  it  by  Mr.  Bohn  himself;  a  useful  little 
treatise  on  the  Art  of  Travel,  by  Mr.  Francis  Galton, 
the  object  of  which   is   to  give   an   easy   and  popular 
description  of  the  shifts  and  contrivances  available  in 
wild  countries  ;  a  volume,  by  Mr.  Peter  Bayne,  on  the 
Christian  Life,  Social  and  Individual,  chiefly  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Carlyle's  views  and  philosophy  ;  a  short  treatise, 
by  Doctor  Wilson,  on  the  Pathology  of  Drunkenness  ; 
a  translation  from  the  French,  the  first  that  has  been 
made,  by  the  Rev.   F.  B.  Wells,  of  Thierry's  Essay 
on   The   Formation  and  Progress  of   the  Tiers  Etat 
or  Third  Estate    in    France;    the   first    and    second 
volumes    of  Memoirs  of  the  Life   and    Writings   of 
James  Montgomery,  written  by  Mr.  John  Holland,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Rev.  James  Everett;  A  Life  of 
William  Etty,  R.A.,  by  Mr.  Alexander  Gilchrist;  the 
first  volume,  comprising  the  period  from  1745  to  1770, 
of  a  History  of  England  during  the  Reign  of  George 
the  Third,  by  Mr.  Massey,  M.P. ;  a  descriptive  treatise 
on  Cornwall,  its  Mines  and  Miners,  on  a  similar  plan 
to  a  former  Treatise,  by  the  same  writer,  on  "  Our  Coal 
and  Coal  Pits;"  a  Ramble  through  Normandy,  by  Mr. 
Musgrave;    and  the   following  tales   and   novels — The 
Warden,  by  Mr.  Trollope;  Helionde,  or  Adventures  in 
the  Sun;   The  Curse  of  Gold;   The   Step-Son,   by  Mr. 
Dyer ;  A  Dozen  Pairs  of  Wedding  Gloves ;  and  Guen, 
or  the  Cousins. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  16th  inst.,  £12,162,495. 

LATEST   LONDON    PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    14 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  16    0  |  Mexican  dollars,        „       j    0£ 

Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 0-3S  prem.  I  New  York 1  58  disct. 

Hamburgh 0 -18  prem.  | 

Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  5  per  cent. 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1S60 
Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent.     . . 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

924 

90i 

92i 

91 

92} 

914 

41 

*rV 

212 

208i 

7s.  p. 

4s.  p. 

lis  p. 

lis.  p. 

914-1 

91-1 

81H 

*A 

210-12 
4-7  p. 

12  p. 


Paid. 


100 
all 
100 
100 
all 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wu.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

L-mcash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 


10S 


106| 


621 

60i 

58 

55 

Hi 

102 

91 

S94 

924 

90 

70* 

661 

76i 

72| 

1024 

100^ 

S44 

S34 

71 

6S4 

60i 

58i 

1004 

8 

m  I 

53-5    J 

114 

91 

90 

66i-7i 

75i 

101± 

84| 

6SJ-70 

574 


Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


70S.0G2 
72,577 

767,901 

919,330 

307,721 
1,003,156 
1,174,362 

993,135 
2,7S7,305 

696,418 
1,350,175 

430,514 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 

Belgian  44  per  cent. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  97-9 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  100-2 
Danish  5  per  cent.  104 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  61-2 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  92-4 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  21-4 
Peruvian  3  per  cent. ,  69-71 
Portuguese  4  per  cent..  41-3 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  100-102 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  39 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  S3-5 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Junct.  1-li 
Great  Luxembourg,  2i-| 
Northern  of  France,  334-4 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  84-94 
Paris  and  Orleans,  46-S 
Paris  and  Lyons,  374-4 
Paris  and  Rouen,  41-3 
West  Flanders,  34-J 
West  of  France,  23-4 
Rouen  and  Havre,  22-3 


Mines. 


Linares 7-S 

Nouveau  Monde 4-1 


Quartz  Rock     4-1 

St.  John  Del  Rey    ....  29-31 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 

Banks. 
Australasian 80  to  S2 


Mines. 

Australian      J-li  di 

Do.  Freehold     4-1    , 

Colonial  Gold    jj-§     > 

Port  Philip     4-1     , 

South  Australian 1-1J    , 


Railways. 

East  Indian    21-14  P''m. 

Do.,  Extension  i-J  ,, 
Indian  Peninsula. .  5§  ,, 
Madras    15-16    ,, 


Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  3-2J  dis. 

Ind.  Aust.  and  China 

Loud.  Chart,  of  Aust.  l^-2pm. 

South  Australian 39-41 

Union  of  Australia  . .  07-69 

Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .   74 
Australian   Royal   Mail 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  134 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  604-2 


Australian  Agricultural  36-8 
Van  Diemen's  Land    ..   12-13 
South  Australian  Land  35-36 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 

North  Brit.  Australian  g 

Peel  River  Laud 2|-3 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.  l|-2 


Week 
ending- 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

S. 

rf, 

S.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.     d. 

!.      d. 

s.      d. 

Dec.    23 

72 

4 

33       8 

27      4 

46      0 

47    10 

46     11 

—    30 

73 

9 

34       1 

27    10 

47       1 

47       3 

46       8 

Jau.     6 

74 

3 

34       6 

27       5 

48      4 

46     11 

45       0 

—  13 

73 

9 

34       2 

27       4 

45       6 

46       5 

43       5 

—  20 

72 

o 

33       7 

26     11 

45       3 

45      7 

42       9 

Latest  London 
s.        s. 
Malt,  Pale,      per  qr.     64  to  72 
Malting  Barley  „     . .  34  —  35 
Oats,  best.  „     ..  2S  —  30 

Wheat,  White,    „     ..74  —  80 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  68  —  73 
Country  household  53  —  63 
American,  per  barl.  42  —  46 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  45  —  47 
Cattle —  s.    d.    s.  d. 

Beasts,  per  st.  3  2  to  4  8 
Calves  .,  „  4  0  —  52 
Sheep    ..     „       3    4  —  48 

Pigs ,       3     4  —  5     2 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South  Downs..  1     1  —  14 
Kentish  fleeces  1    4  —  1     7 
German   Elect.  3     0  —  5     7 

Australian 1     3  —  2  64 

Cape 0     7  — 1  7A 

Spanish   1     2  —  2    1 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  12CI. 

Iron,  Pigs,  4£.  2s.  to  5!.  0s. 
Rails,  SI.  Os.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  iSU  Steel,  Swedish  Keg, 
271.  Tin,,  English  block, 
1171.  ;  Banca,  116/.  Spelter, 
291.  15s.  Quicksilver,  per  lb. 
Is.  lid.  to  2s. 

Provisions. 
Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  56s. 

to   61s.  ;    Foreign,    5Ss.    to 

60s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  id.  to  4s.  10cl;  Irish  India, 

per  tr.,  ISOs. ;  Hambro',  130s. 

to  175s. ;  American,  130s.  to 

175s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

13c/.    to   16c/.  ;   Dorset,    per 

cwt.,   96s.    to   104s.  ;   Irish, 

90s.  to  104s.  ;  Dutch,  S6s.  to 

90s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per  cwt., 

58s.  to  74s. ;  Wiltshire,  50s.  to 

72s.  ;  Dutch,  55s. 
Hams  — York,    65s.    to    82s.; 

Irish,   5Ss.    to   SOs.  ;    West- 
phalia, 66s.  to  70s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

8  lb.,  3s.  6d.  to  5s.  Oct 
Potatoes,  per  ton,   110s.   to 

170s. 
Pork,   per   S  lb.,   3s.   id.    to 

5s.  Od. 
Veal,  3s.  Wd.  to  5s.  OcZ. 


Market  Prices. 

I.  s.       I.  s. 

Hay per  load  4  10  to  5    0 

Clover..        „         3     0—5  15 
Straw..         „         1    4—1  11 

Linseed  cake,  per  ton.  111.  0s. 
to  131.  0s.;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 
61. 10s. ;  Bones,  ditto,  il.  10s. 

Hops.— Rents,  200s.  to  420s. 
Sussex,  2S0s.  to  300s.  For. 
280s.  to  320s. 

Poultry — Capons,  3s. — 4s.  ; 
Fowls,  4s.  0d. — 7s.  ;  Chicks, 
4s.  0d.— 6s.  Od. ;  Ducks,  4s.— 
6s.;  Geese,  3s.  6cZ. — 0s. ;  Tur- 
keys, 3s.  6c/.— 6s.  ;  Pigeons, 
id.—9d. 

Hides,  &c. — Market,  96  1b., 
4{d.—5d.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
Sift. — id. ;  do.,  Calf-skins, 
10  lb.,  6s.  ;  do..  Horse-hides, 
6s.  6d.  ;  Rough  Tallow,  SOs. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  5Sf. ;  Sperm, 
llil.  to  115/.;  Pale  Seal, 
45;.  10s.  ;  Itape,  53/.  to  55/.  ; 
Cocoa-nut,  46/.  to  47/.;  Palm, 
46Z.  to4S(.;  Linseed,  37/.  10s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
48/.  6s.  to  53,'.  ;  Sheep,  54(.to 
56/.  ;  Y.C.,  57/.  to  57(.  9s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  37s. 
to  45s. ;  Bahia,  30s.  to  32s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 45s.  6d.  to 46s.  0d.;  Do., 
Plautatiou,  55s.  to  SOs.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 62s.  to  S6s.  ;  Jamaica, 
65s.  to  84s.  ;  Java,  51s.  to 
56s. ;  Costa  Rica,  58s.  to  73s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  27s.  to  39s.  0d. ;  Bengal, 
13s.  6d.  to  15s.  6d. ;  Patna, 
16s.  to  ISs. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
31s.  to  3Ss.  Od.  ;  Mauritius, 
30s.  6c/.  to  37s.  Od.;  Bengal, 
36s.  6ci.  to  40s.  6c/. ;  Madras, 
27s.  to  32s.  Od.  ;  Havannah, 
31s.  to  3Ss. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
43s.  to  47s. ;  Bastards,  26s.  to 
34s.  4c/.  ;  Crushed,  30s.  6rf. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  6c/.)— 
Congou,  9icZ.  to  Is.  5d.  ; 
Souchong,  10c/.  to  2s.  6cZ.  ; 
Hyson,  Is.  5c(.  to  3s.  6eZ. ; 
Assam,  Is.  3d.  to  is.  id. 
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Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 

places. 

Total. 

To  Nov.  30    .... 

74,5S1 
7,173 

37.SS1 

184,823 

3,725 

3039 
200 

299,  S24 
11,098 

SI,  754 

37,381 

188,55S 

3239 

310,922 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


From 

London . . 
Liverpool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  . . 


Cabin. 


£40  to  £65 
40  —  50 
30  —  45 
40  —   50 


Inter- 

medial 

£26  to  £30 

20  — 

26 

20  — 

25 

20  — 

26 

Steerage. 


£10  to  £22 

10  —   14 
12   —   14 

11  —   14 


Goods  per 
•so  Cubic  feet. 


£2  10to£4  0 
2  10  — 4  0 
2  5  — 3  15 
2     5  —  3  15 
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NARRATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Monday,  January  29th, 
Earl  Grey  moved  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
Administration  of  the  Army  ought  to  be  concentrated 
under  the  control  of  a  single  well-organised  department. 
The  chief  proposition  was  that  of  the  appointment  of  a 
hoard  analogous  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  all  the  business  connected 
■with  the  military  service  in  all  its  branches.  He  would 
have  the  Commander-in-Chief  a  member  of  the  board 
ex  officio,  but  without  having  the  chief  authority.  To 
this  board  he  would  entrust  the  patronage  of  the  army. 
— The  Duke  of  Newcastle  explained  the  principles  on 
which,  in  his  opinion,  the  consolidation  of  the  war  de- 
partments should  be  effected.  Referring  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  army  in  the  Crimea,  he  attributed  the 
privations  it  ihad  undergone  principally  to  the  want  of 
education  both  in  officers  and  men,  and  especially  as 
regarded  what  were  called  camp  services.  He  proceeded 
to  comment  at  some  length  upon  the  numerous  deficien- 
cies in  the  military  resources  of  the  country,  occasioned 
by  a  long  peace  and  a  too  strict  economy.  Three  officers, 
he  stated,  had  been  despatched  to  Paris  to  enquire  into 
the  working  of  the  French  military  system,  and  Lord 
Raglan  had  been  requested  to  make  similar  inquries  in 
the  French  camp.  Great  advantage  was  to  be  antici- 
pated from  the  result  of  these  investigations.  Reverting 
to  the  immediate  subject  before  their  lordships,  he  de- 
tailed the  reasons  which  led  him  to  believe  that  a  board 
would  be  a  most  cumbrous  and  inefficient  machine  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  that  fell  upon  the  various 
departments  of  the  war  administration,  and  was  calcu- 
lated to  result  in  serious  embarrassments,  and  a  dan- 
gerous divisiuii  of  responsibilities. — The  Earl  of  Ellen- 
jsorough  objected  to  the  motion  as  being  ill-timed  at 
the  present  crisis.     Earl  Grey  withdrew  the  motion. 

On  Thursday,  February  1st,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
announced  the  Resignation  of  the  Government,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  vote  in  another  place,  on  Monday  night. 
Although  he  believed  the  vote  to  be  unconstitutional  it 
was  not  his  desire,  nor  that  of  his  colleagues,  to  avoid 
inquiry  into  their  conduct.  He  believed  that  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  had  in  particular  suffered  great  injustice. 
He  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  was  not  at  all  surprised  at 
the  feeling  throughout  the  country.  It  was  natural 
that  the  public,  who,  without  reasoning  acutely,  no 
doubt  felt  very  strongly,  should  look  somewhere  for  the 
responsibility  of  conducting  the  war ;  and  that,  finding 
the  commanders  at  fault,  they  should  turn  their  censure 
upon  the  government.  He  thought  the  accounts  from 
the  Crimea  had  been  grossly  exaggerated.  At  any  rate 
the  condition  of  our  troops  was  now  improving.  He 
then  referred  to  the  great  strength  of  the  French  army, 
as  appeared  from  the  Emperor's  address  to  the  legisla- 
tive body  of  France.  We  had  recently,  too,  concluded 
a  treaty  with  Sardinia,  by  which  15,000  Piedinontese 
troops  were  placed  at  our  disposal.  There  was  also  our 
treaty  with  Austria,  and  our  engagements  with  that 
State  had  arrived  at  a  most  important  point.  Here,  then 
(said  the  noble  earl),  was  the  alternative  of  a  peace 
which  would  secure  all  the  objects  for  which  we  are 
contending,  or  ensure  the  assistance  of  that  great 
military  power  whose  army  is  now  raised  to  the  amount 
of  500,000  men.  Under  such  circumstances,  how  was  it 
possible  to  entertain  apprehensions  from  those  casualties 
to  which  all  armies  are  liable  ?     Having  described  our 


military  prospects  Lord  Aberdeen  briefly  adverted  to  our 
domestic  position,  and  to  that  general  prosperity  which 
he  ascribed  to  wise  financial  measures.  He  also  referred 
to  the  condition  of  the  navy,  against  which,  he  said, 
nothing  had  been  or  could  be  alleged.  He  trusted  that, 
whatever  the  future  government  might  be,  they  would 
carry  on  this  war  with  vigour,  with  effect,  and  with  a 
view  only  to  a  speedy  termination,  and  a  safe  and 
honourable  peace.  He  trusted  they  would  not  be 
diverted  by  a  wild  and  imaginary  vigour,  or  animated 
by  merely  vindictive  feelings,  but  would  listen  to  ,the 
dictates  of  humanity  and  of  true  policy,  and  would 
lose  no  time  in  realising  the  advantages  of  peace. — 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  found  it  necessary  to  make 
some  explanations  in  consequence  of  statements  in  the 
other  house  by  Lord  John  Russell.  The  noble  lord 
had  placed  the  justification  of  the  course  he  had  taken 
almost  exclusively  upon  his  (the  duke's)  acceptance  of 
and  subsequent  continuance  in  the  secretaryship  of  the 
war  department.  Lord  John  had  said,  in  a  letter  to 
Lord  Aberdeen,  that  when  the  two  secretaryships  of 
state  were  divided,  he  yielded  to  his  (the  Duke  of 
Newcastle's)  strong  wish  to  occupy  the  war  department, 
thereby  undoubtedly  implyiDg  that  he  had  been  opposed 
to  that  arrangement,  and  had  been  overruled.  This 
was  not  the  case.  At  the  cabinet  council  in  which  it 
was  decided  that  the  two  offices  of  secretary  of  state  for 
the  colonies  and  secretary  of  state  for  war  should  be 
divided,  he  had  said,  "  So  far  as  I  am  personally  con- 
cerned, I  am  perfectly  ready  to  retain  either  or  neither." 
That  was  the  "  strong  wish  "  which  has  been  spoken  of 
by  the  noble  lord.  So  far  as  regarded  Lord  Palmerston, 
he  never  for  a  moment  understood  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  Lord  J.  Russell  for  him  to  occupy  the  war  department. 
He  had  heard  something  of  Earl  Grey  being  proposed 
by  the  noble  lord,  but  had  never  contemplated  standing 
in  his  way.  Again  he  wished  distinctly  to  deny  having 
expressed  a  "  strong  wish "  to  continue  in  the  war 
department.  On  the  contrary,  indeed,  it  was  only  when 
he  saw  no  other  member  of  the  cabinet  stand  forward  to 
take  the  seals  of  his  office,  that  he  determined  on  not 
shrinking  from  a  post  of  difficulty  and  danger.  Many 
of  his  private  friends  knew  this,  and  those  noble  lords 
opposite  who  generously  cheered  the  assertion  were 
among  them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  he  had  sufficiently 
explained  to  their  lordships  the  conduct  which  had  been 
characterised  by  some  as  arrogance,  and  by  the  noble 
lord;to  whom  he  had  referred,  in  the  more  patronising 
phrase  of  "  commendable  ambition."  The  noble  lord's 
expressions  of  kindness,  while  endeavouring  to  remove 
him  from  his  position,  were  only  so  much  of  what  the 
Americans  designate  "  soft  sawder ;  "  and  he  would 
therefore  refrain  from  dwelling  on  the  letter  of  the 
noble  lord's  to  his  noble  friend  late  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  on  the  18th  of  November,  in  which  he  said, 
"  It  was  my  intention,  in  writing  the  letter,  to  avoid 
throwing  any  blame  upon  the  Duke  of  Newcastle; 
indeed,  I  think  he  deserves  very  great  credit  for  the 
exertions  he  has  made."  While  the  noble  lord  was 
quoting  letters  that  had  passed  on  the  subject,  it  was 
I  somewhat  strange  that  he  should  have  forgotten  to 
I  quote  the  letter  of  Lord  Aberdeen  on  the  21st  of 
November,  in  answer  to  that  which  he  had  received. 
j  The  very  beginning  was  in  these  words  :  "  I  have  shown 
your  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  also  to  Sidney 


VOL.   VI. 


26 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NARBATIVE. 


[February,  1S55, 


Herbert.  They  both — as  might  have  been  expected — 
strongly  urged  me  to  adopt  any  such  arrangement,  with 
respect  to  their  offices,  as  might  be  most  conducive  to 
the  public  service."  He  had  shown  their  lordships  that 
he  did  not  insist  upon  holding  the  seals  of  the  war 
department ;  and  when  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Aberdeen) 
placed  Lord  J.  Russell's  letter  in  his  hands,  his  im- 
mediate remark  was,  "Don't  give  .Lord  John  any 
pretext  for  quitting  this  government.  On  no  account 
resist  his  wish  to  remove  me  from  my  office.  Do  with 
me  whatever  is  best  for  the  public  service.  In  that  way 
you  will  gratify  me  most;  in  that  way  you  will  be 
serving  the  Queen  best."  The  next  instance  in  which 
he  was  obliged  to  quote  from  the  speech  of  the 
lord  was  where  he  used  these  words  :  "  I  then  went  on 
to  give  some  instances  of  errors  which  had  been 
mitted."  Now  the  impression  produced  upon  the 
public  mind  was,  of  course,  that  these  errors  were  of  a 
grave  character,  that  upon  them  had  hinged  the  safety 
of  our  troops  in  the  Crimea,  and  perhaps  all  the  con- 
sequences that  have  been  lately  seen.  Lord  John 
Russell  did  not  read  the  complaints  which  he  had 
made  of  these  errors,  and  therefore,  with  their 
lordships'  permission,  he  would  read  them  himself. 
They  were  contained  in  a  letter  to  the  noble  lord  dated 
the  23th  of  November,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had 
written  to  him  (the  Duke  of  Newcastle)  early  in 
October,  on  the  subject  of  transferring  the  97th  Regi- 
ment then  at  the  Pirxus  to  the  Crimea,  and  that  the 
answer  hsd  been  that  he  (the  Duke  of  Newcastle)  had 
wished  to  do  so,  and  had  also  wished  to  send  between 
2,000  and  3,000  men,  the  drafts  of  various  regiments  to 
the  Crimea.  The  noble  lord  had  gone  on  in  this  letter 
eribe  the  failure  of  his  (the  Duke  of  Newcastle's) 
intentions,  to  his  inability  to  contend  with  obstacles  put 
in  his  way  by  other  departments.  Now  this  matter  had 
been  explained  to  the  noble  lord  in  writing,  and  could 
be  soon  explained  to  their  lordships.  The  97th  regiment 
could  only  have  been  removed  from  the  Piraeus  in  the 
teeth  of  a  representation  by  the  foreign  minister  that 
no  troops  could  be  spared  thence  at  such  a  time.  The 
ri  e'iment  was  withdrawn  and  sent  to  the  Crimea  at  the 
earliest  moment  tranquillity  was  sufficiently  restored  to 
the  Piraeus.  The  noble  duke  proceeded  to  explain  why 
other  drafts  had  not  been  sent ;  and  added  that  though 
Lord  John  Russell's  statement  that  "  errors  "  had  been 
laid  before  him  (the  Duke  of  Newcastle)  was  true,  it 
was  also  true  that  those  errors  had  been  explained. 
How  far  they  were  explained  to  the  satisfaction,  at  that 
time,  of  the  noble  lord,  might  appear  from  a  passage  in 
his  own  letter,  closing  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject.  The  noble  lord  said  : — "  You  have  done  all 
that  can  be  done ;  and  I  am  sanguine  of  success."  The 
later  proposal  of  Lord  John  Russell  that  he  (the  Duke 
of  Newcastle)  should  leave  the  cabinet,  was  not  opposed 
by  him  or  Lord  Aberdeen,  but  had  been  placed  before  all 
their  colleagues,  and  had  been  unanimously  disapproved 
of.  After  the  meetingof  parliament  on  the  13th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  cabinet  council  on  the  16th,  Lord  J.  Russell 
expressly  declared  he  had  changed  his  views,  and  that  he 
had  abandoned  any  wish  that  he  had  entertained  for  a 
change.  The  reason  ascribed  by  the  noble  lord  for  doing 
so  was  that  he  had  consulted  a  noble  friend,  not  in  the 
cabinet,  who  had  advised  him  to  withdraw  his  proposal. 
The  duke  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  question  of 
measures,  and  to  justify  the  course  that  had  been  pursued 
in  his  department.  He  was  prepared  to  defend  the 
conduct  of  all  involved  with  him  in  the  responsibility 
of  governing  the  country  in  time  of  war — Lord  John 
Russell  included.  "Whatever  had  been  the  result  of  the 
division  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  had  been  his 
determination  to  resign  office  in  deference  to  the 
expression  of  public  opinion  upon  his  management  if 
the  war.  Whoever  might  succeed  him,  he  would 
endeavour  to  make  his  path  easy.  If  his  past  experience 
were  of  the  slightest  value,  his  successor  might  claim  it, 
and  have  it,  whether  his  acts  were  taken  as  an  example 
or  a  warning.  It  was  his  earnest  prayer  that  whoever 
might  succeed  to  the  conduct  of  affairs  would  merit  and 
obtain  that  success  and  that  approbation  which  it  had 
been  his  earnest  desire  but  not  his  good  fortune,  to 
secure.  —  The  Earl  of  Derby,  after  some  sarcastic 
remarks  on  the  picture  of  the  interior  of  the  cabinet  as 


painted  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  made  the  following 
statement: — On  the  resignation  of  the  noble  earl  (Aber- 
deen), her  Majesty  did  me  the  honour  of  commanding  my 
attendance  yesterday  (Wednesday)  morning  at  half-past 
11  o'clock.  I  had  a  long  audience  with  her  Majesty,  in 
which  I  hardly  need  say  that  I  met  with  the  most  con- 
descending kindness.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  for 
the  public  advantage  that  I  should  at  this  time  avail 
myself,  even  if  I  had  the  permission  of  her  Majesty,  of 
the  opportunity  of  stating  all  that  passed  on  that  occa- 
sion. It  might  lead  to  the  serious  inconvenience  of  the 
public  service,  if,  while  negotiations  were  going  on, 
previous  to  the  formation  of  a  government,  such  state- 
ments were  to  be  made.  It  was  the  duty  of  every 
public  man  to  be  prepared  at  the  proper  time  to  give  an 
explanation  of  the  motives  and  reasons  which  had  led  to 
his  acceptance  or  refusal  of  office.  Until  a  government 
might  be  formed  it  would  not,  however,  be  right  for 
him  (the  Earl  of  Derby)  to  say  more  than  that  he  was 
not  able  to  offer  her  Majesty  the  assurance  of  being  able 
satisfactorily  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  government. 
He  concurred  entirely  with  the  noble  earl  opposite,  that 
whatever  government  may  be  formed,  the  great  interests 
of  this  country  require  at  the  present  moment  a  strong 
government.  And  whatever  government  may  be  en- 
trusted by  her  Majesty  to  carry  on  the  great  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  that  man  is  undeserving  of  the 
character  of  a  patriot  and  of  an  honest  man  who  does  not 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  power  give  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Queen  a  disinterested,  and,  as  far  as  he  can, 
a  cordial  support. — The  house  then  adjourned. 

On  Monday,  February  5,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  stated 
that  Lord  Palmerston  had  been  charged  by  the  Queen 
with  the  Formation  of  a  Ministry,  and  moved  the  ad- 
journment of  the  house,  which  accordingly  took  place. 

On  Thursday,  February  8,  Lord  Lyndhurst  inti- 
mated that  he  should  not  press  his  motion  concerning 
the  conduct  of  the  war. 

Earl  Granville,  as  president  of  the  council,  moved 
the  Adjournment  of  the  House  for  a  week. — The  Earl 
of  Derby  then  explained  the  part  which  he  had  taken 
during  the  ministerial  interregnum.  Though  he  might 
have  felt  justified,  when  honoured  by  her  Majesty  with 
her  commands,  in  attempting  to  form  an  administration 
out  of  the  great  conservative  party,  in  which  he  pro- 
posed to  include  Lord  Ellenborough  and  Sir  E.  Lytton, 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  out  of  the  unassisted 
strength  of  that  party  he  could  not  have  brought  to- 
gether so  strong  a  government  as  the  exigences  of  the 
country  demanded.  He  had,  therefore,  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  apply  to  Lord  Palmerston  for  assistance,  and  he 
had  found,  as  was  to  be  expected,  that  that  noble  lord 
could  only  aid  him  with  the  concurrence  of  his  friends. 
After  some  delay,  his  invitation  to  Lord  Palmerston  and 
his  colleagues  was  responded  to  by  a  refusal  to  co-operate 
in  the  formation  of  a  government,  and  he  had,  therefore, 
informed  her  Majesty  that  his  attempt  had  failed,  and 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  a  stronger 
government  could  not  be  formed  by  some  other  minis- 
terial combination.  Though  his  conduct  might  have 
disappointed  some  of  his  more  sanguine  supporters,  he 
was  convinced  that  the  great  conservative  party  should 
not  rashly  or  prematurely  accept  office  at  the  present 
portentous  crisis.  He  would  only  add  that,  while  a 
deep  responsibility  would  attach  itself  to  any  minister 
who  should  conclude  a  peace  which  should  not  guarantee 
the  tranquillity  and  independence  of  Europe,  a  still 
deeper  responsibility  would  rest  on  any  minister  who 
should  prolong  the  war  a  single  moment  after  those 
results  had  been  obtained. — The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne 
also  gave  a  narrative  of  what  had  taken  place  in  the 
formation  of  a  government,  and  explained  the  constitu- 
tional principles  on  which  her  Majesty  had  acted  in 
first  seeking  the  services  of  Lord  Derby,  and  next  of 
Lord  John  Russell.  When  Lord  Palmerston  was  en- 
trusted with  the  task  of  forming  a  government,  he  was 
consulted,  and  at  once  advised  Lord  Palmerston  to  per- 
severe in  his  attempt.  He  did  so  because  he  felt  that 
the  question  was  not  whether  we  should  have  Lord 
Palmerston's  government,  but  whether  we  should  have 
a  government  at  all.  Having  given  this  advice,  he 
could  not  refuse,  though  he  consented  with  great  re- 
luctance to  remain  a  member  of  the  government.    That    | 
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government  now  relied,  not  only  upon  their  own  friends, 
but  upon  the  patriotism  of  every  member  in  both 
houses.  He  hoped  they  all  would  remember  that  repre- 
sentative institutions  were  now  passing  through  their 
ordeal,  and  he  hoped  parliament  would  give  no  occasion 
to  foreign  countries  to  say  that  in  a  state  of  war  des- 
potism had  more  advantages  than  free  institutions. — 
The  Earl  of  Malmesbury  adverted  to  the  speech  of 
Earl  Grey  on  military  reform  a  few  nights  ago,  and  gave 
his  opinion  that  if  the  army  was  to  be  governed  on  the 
same  plan  as  the  navy,  there  would  soon  be  as  much 
jobbing  at  the  Horse  Guards  as  there  was  now  at  the 
Admiralty.  He  defended  the  composition  of  the  army 
from  the  charge  of  its  officers  being  for  the  most  part 
connected  with  the  aristocracy,  and  stated  that  of  one 
hundred  officers  in  the  Grenadier  Guards  eighteen  only 
■were  connected  with  the  peerage.  In  the  regiments  of 
the  line  and  cavalry  the  proportion  was  still  less. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  new  war-minister  would  not 
be  led  away  by  these  clamours  to  make  rash  innovations. 
— Lord  Panmure  said  that  he  was  quite  aware  that 
reforms  were  wanted  in  the  army,  but  he  was  not  then 
prepared  to  state  either  the  extent  to  which  he  would 
carry  them,  or  the  time  when  he  would  introduce  them. 
One  qualification,  at  least,  he  could  pledge  himself  he 
would  bring  to  the  administration— that  was,  purity  of 
intention.  None  should  be  employed  whom  he  did  not 
believe  to  be  qualified,  and  in  dismissing  incompetent 
persons  he  would  show  that  he  could  sacrifice  his  own 
feelings  to  his  country's  good.  He  entered  upon  his 
office  with  the  qualification  of  some  years'  experience  in 
the  War-office,  and  of  having  served  twelve  years  in 
regimental  service.  From  his  own  experience  he  could 
state  that  whatever  defects  might  exist  elsewhere,  he 
believed  the  regimental  system  was  as  near  perfection  as 
possible.  He  concluded  by  stating  that  if  he  felt 
himself  unequal  to  the  task  he  had  undertaken  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  give  it  up. — The  Earl  of  Roden  recom- 
mended a  patriotic  support  to  the  new  government  as 
far  as  possible,  and  wished  Lord  Panmure  every  success 
in  the  task  he  had  so  gallantly  undertaken.  He  urged 
upon  the  government  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  day 
of  national  prayer  for  the  success  of  our  army.  The 
house  adjourned  till  Friday  the  16th  instant. 

On  Friday,  February  16,  Lord  Panmure  explained 
some  of  the  Reforms  which  were  Contemplated  in  the 
War  Department,  and  introduced  a  bill  to  allow  the 
enlistment  of  men  of  a  more  extended  age,  and  for 
shorter  periods  than  was  at  present  usual.  Lord 
Panmure,  after  giving  some  further  details  of  what  he 
proposed  to  effect,  said :  In  order  to  obtain  a  class  of 
men  more  capable  of  enduring  the  fatigues  and  hard- 
ships of  the  service  than  boys  of  eighteen,  whom  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  enlisting,  he  proposed  to  enlist  in 
the  army  for  any  period  within  ten  years — that  is  to  say, 
from  one,  two,  three,  or  any  number  of  years  within  the 
ten  years  which  he  might  desire.  These  men  should, 
however,  not  be  under  twenty-four  nor  above  thirty- 
two  years  of  age.  As  soon  as  the  government  could 
obtain  a  sufficiency  of  transports,  it  was  their  intention 
to  establish  a  communication  every  week  or  ten  days 
between  Scutari  and  England.  Those  transports  would 
be  then  enabled  every  week  or  ten  days  to  convey  to 
this  country  perhaps  500  sick,  who  would  be  much 
sooner  restored  to  health  and  to  the  service  of  the  army 
in  England,  than  they  could  hope  to  be  while  they 
remained  in  the  place  which  they  then  were.  He  had 
been  informed  by  a  medical  gentleman  and  others,  that 
such  was  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  in  Scutari,  that 
wounds  scarcely  ever  healed  properly  there,  and  that 
the  fevers  which  generally  supervened  were  scarcely 
ever  cured.  It,  therefore,  appeared  absolutely  necessary 
at  once  to  bring  those  men  home,  where  they  could  be 
attended  to  with  much  greater  advantage  than  at 
Scutari  or  the  other  hospitals  in  the  East.  In  reply  to 
a  remark  made  by  Lord  Ellenborough  respecting  the 
appointment  of  General  Simpson  to  a  high  command  in 
the  Crimea,  Lord  Panmure  said  that  neither  that 
general's  health  nor  age  precluded  him  from  filling  the 
appointment.  Sir  John  Burgoyne  had  been  recalled  to 
fill  his  old  post  of  Inspector  of  Fortifications,  his  duties 
before  Sebastopol  having  devolved  upon  Major-General 
Harry  Jones. 


In  reply  to  a  question  from  Lord  Campbell,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  observed  that  the  Thanks  of  that  House 
had  not  been  given  personally  to  the  Earl  of  Cardigan, 
merely  because  no  precedent  could  be  found  for  such  a 
proceeding. — Lord  Campbell  regretted  that,  if  no 
precedent  existed  before,  one  had  not  been  made  for  the 
special  occasion. 

On  Tuesday,  February  20th,  Lord  Panmure  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Army  Service  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill.  The  Earl  of  Ellenborough  complained 
of  the  course  taken  by  the  noble  lord  in  merely  moving 
a  measure  of  such  importance  without  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  army.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  oppose  the  measure  under  existing  circum- 
stances, but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  period 
for  which  this  addition  to  our  military  force  was 
enlisted  should  be  limited  to  three  years.  The  noble 
lord  then  proceeded  in  a  somewhat  discursive  speech  to 
comment  on  the  vices  inherent  in  our  military  system, 
and  the  mistakes  which  had  been  committed  in  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  He  was  dissatisfied  with  the  way 
in  which  the  ranks  of  the  militia  were  filled  up,  and, 
instead  of  the  counties,  would  make  the  poor  law  unions 
responsible  for  the  proper  quota  to  be  furnished  to  that 
force,  fining  them  if  they  failed  to  make  it  up.  With 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  the  principle  on  which 
the  war  department  seemed  to  have  acted  was  that  of 
sending  out  to  the  seat  of  war  every  available  man, 
taking  no  care  to  provide  for  its  efficiency  by  maintaining 
sufficient  reserves.  The  only  point  which  he  looked 
upon  with  any  satisfaction  was  the  treaty  with  Piedmont, 
a  country  which  he  rejoiced  to  see  assuming  a  new 
position  in  Europe.  On  the  other  hand,  the  way  in 
which  the  proper  carrying  on  the  war  in  Asia  had  been 
neglected  by  the  government  was  deplorable.  By  a 
little  management  Persia  might  have  been  made  an 
useful  ally,  and  an  attempt  at  least  should  have  been 
made  to  employ  a  portion  of  our  available  Indian 
strength  in  that  quarter,  which,  combined  with  Persia, 
and  added  to  the  force  which  Schamyl  could  bring  into 
the  field,  would  have  proved  irresistible. — The  Earl  of 
Harrowey  thought  that  a  great  mistake  had  been 
made  in  not  calling  the  oppressed  nationalities  of 
Europe  to  our  aid  in  our  present  struggle  with  Russia. — 
Lord  Panmure  had  not  expected  to  be  led  into  a 
debate  on  the  bill,  but  had  no  objection  to  insert  into  it 
the  limitation  proposed  by  Lord  Ellenborough,  especially 
as  he  fervently  hoped  the  state  of  things  which  required 
an  enactment  of  this  nature  would  not  continue  so  long 
as  three  years  from  the  present  time.  With  regard  to 
recruiting,  the  attention  of  the  government  had  been 
seriously  directed  to  the  subject,  and  there  was  no 
question  that  means  must  be  found,  if  not  gentle,  then 
by  compulsion,  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  service,  so 
that  the  war  might  be  carried  on  with  vigour.  The  noble 
lord  then  replied  to  some  other  points  touched  on  by  Lord 
Ellenborough,  and  concluded  by  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  with  the  insertion  of  the  limitation 
proposed.— Lord  Malmesbury  complained  that  the 
militia  regiments  had  been  completely  disorganised  by  the 
sergeants  of  the  line  who  had  been  sent  to  enlist  militia- 
men for  their  regiments.  In  consequence  of  this  system, 
as  well  as  of  the  violation  of  the  original  understanding 
on  which  the  force  had  been  raised,  an  impression  now 
prevailed  that  the  militia  as  a  body  had  not  been  fairly 
treated. — Lord  Grey  quite  agreed  with  Lord  Malmesbury 
in  thinking  that  the  departure  from  the  original  under- 
standing had  had  a  very  prejudicial  effect  on  themilitia. 
Instead  of  enticing  away  men  from  the  militia  into  the 
line,  the  proper  way  was  to  increase  the  army  in  a 
legitimate  manner,  by  holding  out  sufficient  inducement 
to  men  to  enter  at  once  into  the  regular  service.  With 
regard  to  what  he  could  not  help  calling  the  wild  and 
extravagant  suggestions  of  Lord  Ellenborough  with 
regard  to  a  campaign  in  Asia,  he  was  glad  to  find  Lord 
Panmure  gave  them  no  countenance.  With  regard  to 
Poland,  too,  and  her  nationality,  he  trusted  that  the 
present  war  would  not  be  diverted  from  its  original 
object  into  a  scheme  for  the  restoration  of  that  kingdom. 
No  man  felt  more  for  the  fate  of  Poland  ;  but  the  Poles, 
by  their  incurable  dissensions  and  divisions,  had  ruined 
their  country. — After  some  further  discussion,  in  which 
Lords  Harrowby,   Fitzwilliam,   Granville,   Colchester, 
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and  Eglintoun  took  part,  Lord  Panmure  replied. — The 
bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and,  the  standing 
orders  having  been  suspended,  it  was  passed  through  all 
its  stages,  a  clause  limiting  the  period  of  service  to  three 
years  having  been  inserted  on  the  third  reading. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  January  29th 
the  adjourned  debate  on  Mr.  Roebuck's  motion  for  a 
committee  of  inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Army  in  the 
Crimea  was  resumed  by  Mr.  A.  Stafford,  who  entered 
into  the  details  of  what  he  himself  had  seen  at  Scutari, 
Balaklava,  and  the  camp  before  Sebastopol.  Mr. 
Stafford  expressed  his  approval  of  the  choice  of  Smyrna 
as  a  site  for  a  new  hospital  ;  as  the  position  of  the 
hospital  at  Scutari,  and  the  atmosphere  at  Constan- 
tinople, are  unfavourable  to  the  healing  of  wounds. 
Abydos  was  well  chosen  as  a  spot  for  a  hospital ;  and  if 
the  stores  were  ready  it  would  not  turn  out  a  failure. 
But  when  he  was  there,  there  were  four  hundred 
soldiers,  and  only  two  bottles  of  port-wine  in  store.  He 
described  the  bad  state  of  the  hospital  at  Scutari ;  men 
lying  on  mattresses  upon  a  floor  of  unglazed  porous 
tiles,  stained  with  feculent  matter,  which  had  engen- 
dered a  noxious  atmosphere,  so  that  whoever  entered 
caught  the  prevailing  diseases.  It  had  been  greatly 
improved,  but  it  was  still  and  always  will  be  unhealthy. 
The  doctors  were  not  entirely  to  be  blamed ;  for  there 
had  been  a  want  of  proper  instructions  from  home.  As 
another  illustration,  he  took  the  case  of  "convalescents" 
returning  to  the  Crimea.  Out  of  three  hundred  few 
had  knapsacks.  Inquiring  of  one  soldier  where  his 
shoes  were,  he  was  told  they  were  in  his  knapsack, 
lying  with  others  in  a  ship  a  hundred  yards  off:  Mr. 
Stafford  went  to  the  ship,  but  he  could  only  obtain  two 
knapsacks  :  the  fact  was  the  whole  of  these  knapsacks 
had  remained  on  board  ever  since  the  troops  had  landed 
in  the  Crimea,  and  they  had  made  four  voyages  to  and 
fro  between  the  Crimea  and  Scutari ;  in  this  case  they 
were  under  the  cargo,  and  two  were  all  that  he  could 
obtain.  He  described  the  hospital  at  Balaklava, — now 
greatly  improved — as  uncleanly,  unventilated,  without 
a  sheet,  a  mattress,  or  a  single  medical  comfort.  There 
were  fourteen  men  in  one  room,  and  nine  in  another, 
lying  on  the  bare  boards  ;  while  in  the  passage  between 
the  two  were  bedsteads  that  could  have  been  put  up  in 
two  or  three  minutes.  He  found  one  of  the  convalescents 
sitting  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  ready  to  drop  with 
fatigue  and  hunger,  and  nobody  to  take  him  to  the 
hospital — next  morning  he  died.  Another  case  was 
that  of  a  man  who  could  take  no  food  but  hospital  sago  : 
he  was  allowed  a  pint  a  day  ;  he  wished  to  have  it  three 
times  a  day,  instead  of  other  food ;  he  was  willing  even 
to  buy  it;  but  he  was  refused  the  privilege.  Mr. 
Stafford  wished  to  take  him  back  to  Scutari,  but  the 
medical  officer  said  he  had  not  been  ill  long  enough. 
Riding  out  one  'morning  towards  the  camp,  he  passed 
a  man  lying  down  by  the  roadside  in  the  last  stage  of 
diarrhoea  ;  as  he  passed,  he  heard  the  man  say,  not 
addressing  any  one  in  particular,  "  Will  anybody  take  me 
away  or  kill  me  r  "  On  this  he  dismounted  and  asked 
the  man  how  he  came  there  ?  "  They  have  been  moving 
me  down  from  the  camp,"  he  said,  "  to  put  me  on  board 
ship ;  but  they  have  left  me  here,  and  I  don't  know 
what  they  are  going  to  do  with  me ;  but  I  wish  they 
would  either  kill  me  or  take  me  away."  There  were 
four  or  five  others  close  by  in  even  a  worse  condition, 
inasmuch  as  they  could  not  speak,  while  this  man  could ; 
and  on  turning  towards  the  camp,  he  saw  coming  towards 
him  a  long  procession  of  our  wounded  soldiers,  being 
brought  down  from  the  camp  on  French  mules  and  in 
French  ambulances.  He  would  do  the  French  soldiers 
the  justice  of  saying  that  no  countrymen  could  have 
behaved  with  greater  kindness  to  these  poor  fellows.  The 
sick  on  board  the  Avon  had  been  served  with  soup  made 
of  whole  pease,  which,  instead  of  thickening,  sank  to 
the  bottom,  while  the  greasy  pork  floated  at  the  top. 
The  Candia  went  to  Balaklava  to  bring  down  sick,  and 
took  some  medical  comforts  with  her ;  but  Captain 
Field  could  not  obtain  permission  to  leave  them  from 
the  authorities,  until  he  said  he  would  deliver  them  to 
any  officer  who  would  give  him  a  receipt  for  them.  When 
the  sick  were  put  on  board,  had  it  not  been  for  the  urgent 
representations  of  Captain  Field,  there  would  have  been 


no  medical  provision  at  all.    These  sick  men  had  nothing 
to  cover  them  but  filthy  blankets,  swarming  with  vermin. 
At  the  instance  of  Mr.  Stafford,  the  doctor  was  induced 
to  waive  routine  and  to  issue  fresh  blankets;    which, 
the  orderlies  being  ill,   Mr.   Stafford    and  his   servant 
served  out  to  the  men.      He  contrasted  the  state  of  the 
French  hospitals  with  ours,  from  personal  inspection  ; 
describing  the  French  as  clean,  well-ventilated  and  well 
supplied  with  every  convenience ;  so  that  "  it  seemed  as 
if  the  French  had  been  there  for  ten  years  and  that  the 
English   came    only   the    day   before."       Amidst   the 
gloomy  picture  which  he  drew  Mr.  Stafford  congratu- 
lated Mr.  Herbert  on  the  success  of  one  measure — the 
sending  out  of  the  female  nurses  last  autumn.     Success 
more  complete  had  never  attended  human  effort  than 
that  which  had  resulted  from  this  excellent  measure. 
They  could  scarcely  realise,  without  personally  seeing  it, 
the  heartfelt  gratitude  of  the  soldiers    to  these   noble 
ladies,  or  the  amount  of  misery  they  had  relieved,  or  the 
degree  of  comfort — he  might  say  of  joy — they  had  dif- 
fused ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  do  justice,  not  only  to 
the  kindness  of  heart,  but  to  the  clever  judgment,  ready 
intelligence,   and    experience  displayed   by  the  distin- 
guished lady  to  whom  this  difficult  mission  has  been 
intrusted.      If  Scutari  was  not  altogether  as  we  could 
wish  it  to  be,  it  was  because  of  the  inadequate  powers 
confided  to  Miss  Nightingale  ;    and  if  the  Government 
did  not  stand  by  her  and  her  devoted  band,  and  repel 
unfounded  and  ungenerous  attacks  made  \ipon  them — 
if  it  did  not  consult  their  wishes  and   yield  to   their 
superior  judgment  in  many  respects — it  would  deserve 
the  execration  of  the  public.      He  told  how  happy  the 
news  of  the  Queen's  letter  had  made  the  wounded  in 
the  hospital  at  Scutari.      He  saw  one  poor  fellow  pro- 
posing to  drink  the  Queen's  health  with  a  preparation 
of  bark  and  quinine,  which  he  was  ordered  to  take  as  a 
medicine  ;  and  when  Mr.  Stafford  remarked  the  draught 
was   a  bitter  one  for  such  a  toast,  the  man  smilingly 
replied — "  Yes,  and  but  for  these  wrords  I  could  not  get 
it  down."      This  anecdote  was  told  to  his  fellow  suf- 
ferers,  and  this  was  the  way  in  which  they  sweetened 
their  bitter  draughts.     He  had  no  notion  of  the  noble 
qualities  possessed  by  these  brave  men  until  he  lived 
and  laboured  among  them.      Fervent  exclamations  of 
humble  piety  and  sincere  penitence  were  heard  escaping 
from  their  dying  lips.    Unceasing  pain  and  approaching 
death  failed  to  unman  those  gallant  spirits  ;    and  it  was 
only  when   charging  him  with  their  last  messages   to 
those,  near  and  dear  to  them    that  their  voices  were 
noticed  to  falter.      Once,  indeed,  a  brave  fellow,  who 
bore  the  highest  character  in  his  regiment,  on  his  death- 
bed uttered  to  him  these  words — "  Had  I  been  better 
treated  I  might  have  gone  back  to  my  duty  in  the  field, 
and  there  I  should  have  been  ready  to  meet  the  soldiers 
of  the  enemy :    but  England  has  not  cared   for  me." 
These  words  caused  to'Mr.  Stafford's  mind  the  deepest 
pain,  but  he  felt  convinced  that  England  did  care  for 
her  soldiers  ;    indeed,  from  what  he  had  seen  of   the 
feeling  of  this  country  since  his  return,  he  believed  that 
there   was   comparatively   nothing  else    for  which  the 
people  of  England  now  cared  as  much  as  for  the  welfare 
of  those  who  fought  their  battles.     He  concluded   by 
urging  the  house  to  appoint  the  committee,  as  the  only 
means  of  saving  our  army. — Mr.  B.  Osborne  said  he  had 
remarked  with  pleasure  that  among  the  many  criticisms 
on  the  conduct  of  the  war,   none  had   been  directed 
against  the  department  to  which  he  was  attached,  the 
Admiralty.     He  commented  upon  the  injustice  of  sacri- 
ficing a  minister  for  the  faults  of  a  system,  and  con- 
tended the   military  organisation  of  the   country  was 
altogether    rotten. — Mr.    Henley    said    the    question 
was  not  whither  the   system  was   bad,    but  whether 
the  present  ministers  had  made  the  best  of  it. —  Mr. 
Beresford  vindicated  the  military  character  of  Lord 
Raglan,  and  supported  the  motion,  being  desirous  of 
full  inquiry. — Mr.  Rice  and  Sir  F.  Baring  opposed  the 
motion ;    Mr.   Miles  and  Mr.    Bentinck    supported   it. 
— Sir  E.  Bui/wer  Lytton  contended  that  the  justifi- 
cation of  the  motion  was  to  be  found  in  the  extremity 
of  the  case.     Lord  J.   Russell  had  left  his  colleagues 
rather  than  resist  it,  notwithstanding  the  pain  which 
such  an  abandonment  must  have  given  to  so  gallant  a     ; 
spirit.       "  Shall  this  house    (he    said,)  be  more  com- 
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plaisant  than  the  noble  lord,  although  it  has  not  the 
countervailing  scruples  which  must  have  weighed  upon 
a  cabinet  minister,    the  late  organ  and  leader   of  the 
government  in  these  walls,  now  standing  alone  in  his 
abandonment  of  office  ?      If  we   could  not  feel  for  the 
public  calamities,  we  must  still  be  roused  by  our  own 
private  anxiety  and  sorrow.     I,  myself,  have  two  near 
relations  in  this  war ;  many  of  us  have  near  relations 
among  the  sufferers.      It  is  our  boast,  as  a  portion  of 
the  gentlemen  of  England,  that,  wherever  danger  is  to 
be  braved  or  honour  is  to  be  won,  there  some  of  our 
kindred  blood  is  flowing  or  may  flow ;  and  after  the 
miseries  so  simply  told  by  the  member  for  Northampton- 
shire, shall  we  be  deprived  of  a  remedy  for  the  evils  you 
admit,   of  an  inquiry  into  the  abuses  you  deplore,  be- 
cause of  some  paltry  technical  objections  to  the  words  of 
the  only  motion  that  promises  relief — because  it  is  a  vote 
for  inquiry,  when  it  ought  to   be  a  vote  of  censure  ? 
Take  it,  then,  as  a  vote  of  censure,  and  let  it  so  stand  as 
a  precedent  to  other  times,  if  other  times  should  be  as 
grievously    affected    under   a  similar   administration." 
Sir  E.  B.  Lytton  proceeded  to  state  that  the  expedition 
to  the  Crimea  had  been  undertaken  in  utter  ignorance 
of  the  country  they  were  to  invade,  the  forces  they  were 
to  encounter,  and  the  supplies  which  they  might  expect ; 
and  it  was  this  ignorance,  and  not  the  petty  collateral 
causes  which  the  Secretary-at-War  had  cited,  to  which 
the  disasters  were  to  be  attributed.     "  This  ignorance 
(he   said)   is  the  more  inexcusable  because  you  disdain 
the  available  sources  of  information.     This  is  the  fun- 
damental cause  of  our  disaster,  and  not  the  comparatively 
petty  and  collateral  causes  to  which  the  Secretary-at- 
War  would  assign  them.      The  ignorance,  indeed  on  a 
former  occasion,  the  government  confessed  ;  and  when 
we  were  convened  on  the  12th  of  December  we  heard 
that  synod  of  veteran  statesmen — those  analecta  majora 
of  the  wisdom  and  genius  of  parliament — actually  make 
their  ignorance  the  excuse  for  their  incapacity.     "We 
might  accept  that  excuse  for  the  sake  of  its  candour : 
but  the  government   have  asked  more,  for,  as   I  will 
undertake  to  show,  they  have  asked  us  to  acquit  them 
of  disasters  when  they  took  no  pains  to  acquire  the  in- 
formation  that    was   necessary   for    success.       It    has, 
indeed,  been  said,  that  the  public  were  no  wiser  than 
the  government — that  the  public  underrated  the  power 
of  Russia,  and  demanded  the  premature  siege  of  Sebas- 
topol.     If  this  were  true,   what  then  ?      Why   do   we 
choose  ministers — why  do  we  give  them  salaries,  patron- 
age, honours — if  it  is  not  to  have  some  men  wiser  than 
the  public,  at  least  in  all  that  relates  to  the  offices  they 
hold  ?     It  may  be  a  noble  fault  in  a  people  to  disregard 
the  strength  of  an  enemy  when  a  cause  is  just.     Who 
does  not  love  and  admire  this  English  people  more  than 
when  they  rose  as  one  man  to  cry  '  No  matter  what  the 
cost  or  hazard — let    us   defend   the   weak   against   the 
strong?'     But  if  to  underrate  the  power  of  an  enemy 
was  almost  a  merit  in  the  people,  it  was  a  grave  dere- 
liction of  duty  in  a  Minister-of-War.      But  I  deny  that 
the  public,   fairly  considered,  were  not  wiser  than  the 
government,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  point  which  you 
have  covered  with  a  blunder  on  which  some   one   or 
other  of  the  public  did  not  try  to  prepare  and  warn 
you."      The  people,  he  continued,  looked  to  triumphs 
un  the  sea  rather  than  on  the  land  ;  but  when  nearly 
the  whole  Black  Sea  lay  defenceless  before  them,  the 
fleet  contented  themselves  with  an  ineffectual  bombard- 
ment of  Odessa,   for  which — in  consequence,   he   was 
sure,   of  private   instructions — the   admiral   afterwards 
made  an  apology.      It  was  said  that  the  destruction  of 
Odessa  would  have  been  an  act  of  inhumanity.     Why, 
Odessa  was  the  feeder  of  Sebastopol,  and  to  spare  it  was 
the  grossest  inhumanity  to  our  soldiers.      The  whole 
campaign  was   mismanaged,    [Sir  E.    B.    Lytton   read 
several  extracts  from  private  letters  to  show  that  such 
was  the  case.]     Of  the  whole  year,  the  government  had 
chosen  the  two  unhealthiest  months  to  encamp  the  army 
at  Varna ;  and  they  had  chosen  the  winter  as  the  time 
to  attack  the  Gibraltar  of  the  East.     He  did  not  blame 
the  government  because  the  army  had  been  exposed  to 
wind,   and  rain,   and  mud,  but  he  did  blame  them  for 
not  taking  those  precautions  against  the  Crimean  winter 
which  any  traveller  could  have  told  them  were  necessary. 
He  traced  many  evils  to  the  fact  of  a  coalition  govern- 


ment,   in  which   everybody's   principles    agreed   with 
nobody's  opinions.     It  was  said  that  Lord  Palmerston 
was  likely   to   be   advanced  in  position  as   the   result 
of  these  disputes.     He  regarded  that  noble  lord  with 
feelings  of  the  greatest  admiration  ;    and  he  believed 
his  greatest  danger  would  arise  from  the  armed  neutrality 
of    his    unsuccessful    advocate   and   friend,   the   noble 
member  for  London.     "  That  noble  lord  (said  Sir  B. 
Lytton),  on  Friday  last,  attempted,  not  triumphantly, 
to   vindicate  the  whigs  from  the  charge   of  being  an 
exclusive  party  that  required  all  power  for  itself;  and 
he  found  a  solitary  instance  for  the  refutation  of  that 
charge  in  the  magnanimity  with  which  the  whigs  had 
consented  to  that  division  of  power  which  his  desertion 
now  recants  and  condemns.     But  in  plain  words   his 
vindication  only  amounts  to  this,  that  where  the  whigs 
could  not  get  all  the  power  they  reluctantly  consented 
to  accept  half.     Now,  gentlemen  opposite  will,  perhaps, 
pardon  me  if  I  say,  that  I  think  the  secret  of  whig 
exclusiveness  and   whig   ascendancy   has   been  mainly 
this, — you,     the     large    body    of   independent    liberal 
politicians,  the  advocates  for  progress,  have  supposed, 
from  the  memory  of  former  contests  now  ended,  that 
while  England  is  advancing,  a  large  section   of  your 
countrymen,  with  no  visible  interest  in  existing  abuses, 
is  for  standing  still ;  and  thus  you  have  given,  not  to 
yourselves,   not  to   the   creed   and  leaders  of  the  vast 
popular  party,  but  to  a  small  hereditary  combination  of 
great  families, — a  fictitious  monopoly  of  liberal  policy — a 
genuine  monopoly  of  lethargic  government.     It  is  my 
firm  belief  that  any  administration,  formed  from  either 
side  of  the  house,  should  we  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose 
the  present,  would  be  as  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
popular  measures,  of  steady  progress,  of  sympathy  with 
the   free  and  enlightened  people  they  might  aspire  to 
govern,  as  any  of  those  great  men  who  are  democrats  in 
opposition  and  oligarchs  in  office.  But  to  me  individually 
and   to  the   public  it  is   a  matter  of  comparative  in- 
difference from  what  section  of  men  a  government  at 
this  moment  shall  be  formed,  so  long   as  it  manfully 
reprc^nts  the  great  cause  to  which  the  honour  and 
safety  of  England   are    committed,   and    carries    into 
practical  execution  the  spirit  that  animates  the  humblest 
tradesman,  th.e  poorest  artisan  who  has  sent  his  scanty 
earnings  to  the  relief  of  our  suffering  army.     It  has 
been  said,  as  the  crowning  excuse  for  the  government, 
that  all  our  preceding  wars  have  begun  with  blunders. 
Were  this  an  arena  for  historical  disquisition,  I  should 
deny  that  fact ;  but  grant  it  for  the  sake  of  argument. 
How  were  those  blunders  repaired  and  converted  into 
triumphs  ?     I  know  a  case  in  point.     Once  in  the  last 
century  there  was  a  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  presided 
over  the   conduct  of  a  war,  and   was  supported  by  a 
powerful  league  of  aristocratic  combinations.     That  war 
was,  indeed,  a  series  of  blunders  and  disasters.     In  Tain 
attempts  were  made  to  patch  up  that  luckless  ministry 
— in  vain  some  drops  of  healthful  blood  were  infused 
into  its  feeble  and  decrepit  constitution — the  people  at 
last    became    aroused,    indignant,    irresistible.      They 
applied  one  remedy ;  that  remedy  is  now  before  ourselves. 
They    dismissed    their    government    and    saved    their 
army."   [This  speech  was  received  with  much  cheering.] 
— Mr.  Gladstone  entered  into  explanations  at  variance 
with  Lord  John  Russell's  statement.     The  noble  lord 
had  not  urged  his  remonstrances  from  November  up  to 
his  resignation.     In  November  there  were  no  complaints 
against  the  conduct  of  the  War-office  ;  nay,  in  October 
the  noble  lord  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  stating 
his  belief  that  he  had  done  in  his  office  all  man  could  do. 
More  than  this,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  being  doubtful  of 
the   intentions  of  the  president  of  the  council,  asked 
him,  on  the  16th  of  December,  whether  he  still  adhered 
to  his  intention  of  pressing  changes  in  the  war  depart- 
ment; and  the  noble  lord  stated  in  reply  that  on  the 
advice  of  a  friend  he  had  abandoned  the  views  he  pressed 
in  November.     Therefore,  up  to  Tuesday  night,  when 
the  noble  lord  sent  in  his  resignation,  his  colleagues  did 
not  know  that  he  was  dissatisfied,  or  that  he  meant  to 
press  his  former  views  as  to  the  re-organisation  of  the 
war  department ;  and  it  might  be  thought  that  after 
losing  the  services  and  presence  of  the  noble  lord  the 
government  ought  not  to  have  met  the  house,  or  at  least 
not  to   have   met  them   without   some   reorganisation. 


30 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAUEATTVE. 


[Februar  ,  1S55. 


But  he  felt  it  was  not  for  them  either  to  attempt  to 
make  terms  with  the  honse  hy  a  reorganisation,  or  to 
shrink  from  the  judgment  of  the  house  upon  their  past 
acts.     Mr.  Gladstone  then  adverted  to  the  state  of  the 
army,   and   affirmed    that  the    present   English   force 
exceeded  30,000  men.     It  could  not  be  said  therefore 
that   the   British   army   before    Sebastopol   was   extin- 
guished.    He  intimated  that  there  were  points  in  which 
the  English  military  system  would  bear  a  favourable 
comparison  with  that  of  the  French,  though  honourable 
members  would  see  that  this  was  not  a  matter  for  public 
discussion.     Sir  E.  Lytton  had  condemned  the  govern- 
ment for  not  destroying  Odessa.     Why  Odessa  was  an 
open  town,  with  100,000  inhabitants,  and  with  an  army 
of  300,000  men  within  easy  reach.     Would  that  have 
proved   comfortable   winter    quarters    for    the   British 
army  ?     He  admitted  that  the  administration  of  the  war 
departments   at  home  was   defective,  but  he   did   not 
admit  that  they  were  not  much  improved,  or  that  they 
remained  so  defective  as  to  call  for  censure.     As  a  proof 
of  the  improvements  that  had  been  effected,  he  instanced 
the  employment  of  the  minie  rifle,  the  reconstruction  of 
our   field   artillery,    and    the   securing   of    ground   for 
training  the  army  for  camp  service.     But  the  censure 
was  intended  to  be  cast  upon  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
If  they  thought  that  his  noble  friend  had  neglected  the 
duties  committed  to  him,  they  were  much  mistaken; 
and   however  they  might  vote  to-night,  he   was  quite 
sure  that  a  twelvemonth  hence,  if  the  real  state  of  the 
facts  should  then  be  known,  there  would  be  a  reaction 
among  the  just  and  generous  people  of  England.     The 
complaints  as  to  the  state  of  the  hospitals,  and  of  the 
army   before  Sebastopol,   had  only  become   clamorous 
since  the  middle  of  December.     What  would  the  house 
have  had  his  noble   friend  to  do  ?     Was  he  to  recall 
Lord  Raglan  ?     Why,  the  house  had  just  voted  their 
unanimous  thanks  to   that  gallant  commander  !     Was 
he,  then,  to  recall  the  subordinates  of  Lord  Raglan  ? 
Before   doing   that,  his   noble  friend  had  called  for  a 
report  from  Lord  Raglan  as  to  his  subordinates,  and 
they  had  received  a  statement  from  Lord  Raglan,  giving 
hope  that  these  abuses  would  be  remedied.     It  was  for 
the  house    to   say   whether    they  would    censure  the 
government  lor  trusting  to  the  representations  of  Lord 
Raglan.     It  was  admitted  that  the  appointment  of  this 
committee   was  improper   and   impracticable,  and   was 
avowedly  supported  by  many  members  as   a  means  of 
turning   out  the   ministry.      The   country   would    not 
understand  this.     If  the  house  voted  a  committee,  the 
country  would  expect  that  that  committee  should  be 
appointed,  and  if  it  was  not,  the  character  of  the  house 
itself  would  be  damaged ;  and  he  reminded  the  house 
that  there   were   other  questions   which  must  be  im- 
mediately brought  forward,  on  which  the  house  would 
have  ample  opportunity  to  express  its  judgment  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  government.     If  this  motion  were 
to  be  carried,  he  should  ever  rejcice  that  his  last  words 
as  a  member  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  government  were  an 
indignant  protest  against  a  measure  useless  to  the  army, 
unconstitutional  in  its  nature,  and  fraught  with  danger 
to  the  honour  and  interests  of  the  commons  of  England. 
— Mr.    DisiiAiLl   said  his   first  impression   on   seeing 
Mr.  Roebuck  sit  down,  after  simply  reading  his  motion, 
was,  that,  as  a  consummate  rhetorician,  he  had  done  so 
as  '.he  most  effective  mode  of  supporting  his  motion.  He 
might  well  indeed  dispense  with  a  speech  in  support  of 
his  motion,  for  that  had   been  made   for   him   by  the 
robin  lord  who  but  a  few  hours  before  was  the   iivst 
minister  of  the  crown  in  that  house.     It  was  said  that 
this  motion  implied  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence.     He 
would  ask  in  what  government  did  it  imply  a  want  of 
confidence  ?     Was  it  in  the  government  as  it   existed 
forty-eight  hours  ago,  or  was  it  in  the  government  as  it 
now  existed  ?     Why  they  had  themselves  admitted  that 
they  required  reconstruction.       Or   was   it   a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  government   as  it  was   to  be  ?     The 
House  of  Commons  had  often  before  voted  confidence  in 
a  government  whose  principles  they  did  not  know,  but 
now  they  were   called   upon   to  vote  confidence  in  an 
administration    with    whose    very   persons   they   were 
unacquainted.   He  denied  that  this  motion  was  directed 
exclusively  against  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.     His  own 
colleagues    had  described   him    as    deficient    alike    in 


energy  and  experience  ;  but  the  duke  ought  not  to  be 
made  the  scapegoat  for  a  policy  for  which  the  whole 
cabinet  was  responsible.     Neither  would  he  consent  to 
throw  the  blame  upon  a  system  which  whatever  might 
be  its  faults,  when  in  the  hands  of  able  men,  had  accom- 
plished great  ends.     It  was  the  cabinet  as  a  whole  that 
must  be   held   responsible   for  the   evils   that  existed. 
Recurring    to   the   explanatory   speech   of  Lord  John 
Russell,  he  said  it  reminded  him  of  a  page  from  the 
"  Life    of   Bubb    Doddington,"     in    the    unconscious 
admission   it  contained,   of   what,   in   the    eighteenth 
century,    would    have    been    described    as    profligate 
intrigue.     These  dissensions  would  prove  most  injurious 
to  the  character  of  England.     Two  years  ago,  England 
was  the  leading  power  in  Europe — would  any  man  say 
that  she   now  occupied   that  position  ?      "Under   these 
circumstances,  he  felt  that,  being  called  upon  to  give  a 
vote  on   this   question,  he  could  not  refuse  to  give  it 
against  a  deplorable  administration. — Lord  J.  Russell 
entered   into  some   explanations   with   respect    to    the 
statements  of  the  Chancellor  of   the   Exchequer,  and 
said,  that  if  the  whole  of  what  had  passed  between  him- 
self and  Lord  Aberdeen  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
were  laid  before  the  house,  the  transactions  would  have 
a  different  complexion.     He  would  not  enter  further 
into  that  question,  however ;    but  he  could  not  so  easily 
pass  by  the  expression  of  Mr.  Disraeli  characterising  his 
conduct  as   a    political    intrigue.       He    repelled   that 
charge;    and  as  a  precedent  for  what  he  had  done,  he 
referred  to  the  substitution  of  Lord  Stanley  for  Lord 
Goderich  as  Colonial  Secretary,  in  Lord  Grey's  adminis- 
tration.    No  man  would  characterise  that  as  a  profligate 
intrigue,  and  he   (Lord  J.  Russell)    had  proposed   no 
more  than  was  done  there.     There  was  no  concealment 
in  the  matter ;   he  requested  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to 
show  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  that,  he 
was  informed  by  Lord  Aberdeen  in  his  next  letter,  was 
done.     In  his  anxiety  to  keep  clear  of  everything  like 
intrigue,  he  had,  unadvisedly  for  himself  perhaps,  not 
communicated  his  intention  of  resigning  to  any  one  of 
his  colleagues. — Lord  Palmekston  accepted  the  issue 
of  this  question  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
had  put  it — as  a  censure  not  upon  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, but  upon  the  whole  cabinet.     He  defended  the 
principle  of  coalition  governments,  as   unavoidable  in 
the  present  state  of  parties  in  the  country.     He  con- 
demned the  motion,  because  it  would  set  a  precedent, 
dangerous  if  it  were  carried  out,  and  disappointing  to 
the  country  if  it  were  not.     If  it  were  only  intended  to 
overthrow   the    government,    there   were   many   other 
courses  which  might  have  been  adopted  without  incon- 
venience or  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  country.     He 
hoped  these  unhappy  dissensions  would  be  confined  to 
the  overthrow  of  the  government,  and  that  this  house 
would  follow  the  example  of  the  country,  which   was 
unanimous  in  its  determination  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigour.     Having  settled  what  government  they  would 
support,   he    hoped    the    house    would    not    discredit 
parliamentary  government  in   the  face   of  Europe  by 
continuing  these  dissensions,  and  showing   that  a  con- 
stitutional   government    was    not    so    able    to    carry 
on  war  as  governments  framed  on  other  principles. — 
Mr.  Mtuntz  and  Mr.  Horsman  supported  the  motion. 
— Mr.  T.Duncombe  asked  whether  the  motion  was  really 
designed  to  institute  a  full  inquiry  intewthe  state  of  the 
army,  or  would  result  merely  in  ousting  the  occupants  of 
the  treasury  bench.  —  Mr.  Roebuck  replied  that  his 
motion  for  a  committee  was  honestly  framed,  and,  if 
he  were  supported  by  the  house,  should  be  honestly 
carried  out. — The  house  divided — for   Mr.   Roebuck's 
resolution,    305;     againsi;,   148:    majority   against  the 
government,  157.      The  amount  of  the  majority  seemed 
to  take  all  parties  by  surprise,  and  instead  of  the  usual 
cheering  there  was  a  murmur  of  amazement,  ending  in 
general  laughter. 

On  Tuesday,  January  30,  Lord  PaXMBSSTQN  moved, 
in  consequence  of  the  present  state  of  affairs,  the 
adjournment  of  the  house  to  Thursday. 

On    Thursday,   February    1st,    Lord    Palmerston 

formally  announced  to  the  house  that  in  consequence 

of  the  vote  passed  on  Monday  night  the  ministers  had 

felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  Place  their  Resignations  in  Her 

|  Majesty's  Hands,  which  had  been  graciously  accepted. 
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In  moving  that  the  house  should  adjourn  till  Friday 
evening,  he  added  that  an  adjournment  for  a  longer 
interval  would  have  been  proposed,  but  that  Sir  De 
Lacy  Evans  had  intimated  his  intention  of  taking  his 
seat  that  night,  when  he  would  receive  in  person  the 
thanks  of  tbe  Commons,  expressed  by  the  Speaker,  for 
his  services  in  the  Crimea. 

On  Friday,  February  2nd,  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
DeLacy  Evans  entered  the  house  in  full  uniform.  The 
whole  of  the  members  present  remained  standing  as  he 
passed  up  the  house  to  his  seat,  and  cheered  him  warmly. 
— The  Speaker  addressed  him,  and  after  an  eloquent 
eulogy,  delivered  to  him  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the 
house  for  his  zealous,  intrepid,  and  distinguished  services. 
—  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  assured  the  house  that  he  felt 
most  deeply  the  very  high  honour  that  had  just  been 
conferred  on  hiui.  He  thanked  the  Speaker  for  alluding 
to  his  former  military  career,  in  which,  though  his 
services  had  not  been  recognised  by  the  house,  yet  he 
had  then  a  more  difficult  and  a  more  intricate  duty  to 
perform.  He  then  proceeded  to  complain  of  Lord  John 
Russell,  that  in  moving  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army 
he  suppressed  almost  all  allusion  to  the  services  of  the 
Second  Division,  which  he  commanded,  though  in  three 
general  engagements — at  Alma,  on  the  26th  of  October, 
and  likewise  atlnkermann — the  Second  Division  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  battle  for  hours  together.  The  noble  lord, 
he  said  in  his  theatrical  sort  of  description  of  the  battle 
of  the  Alma,  reminded  me  of  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  witty  Sidney  Smith,  whom  we  all  know  declared 
that  the  noble  lord  believed  himself  capable  of  com- 
manding the  Channel  fleet.  It  is  evident  that  he 
considers  himself  a  better  judge  of  these  transactions 
than  Lord  Raglan.  He  described  the  battle  rather 
minutely.  He  stated  that  the  two  divisions  which  ex- 
clusively won  the  battle  were  the  First  and  Light 
Divisions.  Now  Lord  Raglan  stated  in  his  despatch 
that  the  two  leading  divisions  were  the  First  and 
Second.  It  is  clear  that  the  noble  lord,  by  his  total 
oblivion  of  their  services,  placed  that  division  in  a  posi- 
tion which  might  reflect  most  grievously  upon  them. 
He  went  on  again  to  speak  of  the  two  lesser  actions  of 
the  25th  and  i6th  October.  He  gave  all  due  credit  and 
honour  to  the  gallantry  displayed  on  the  25th  October, 
but  he  passed  over  the  much  more  successful  action 
which  took  place  on  the  subsequent  day.  That  action 
was  however,  deemed  worthy  of  the  highest  approbation 
by  her  Majesty,  of  the  particular  approbation  of  the 
noble  lord  commanding  that  army,  and  of  the  despatch 
to  the  French  government  by  the  general-in-chief 
commanding  their  forces.  But  the  noble  lord  in 
his  speech  took  no  notice  of  that  battle.  In  reference 
to  the  battle  of  Inkermann,  in  which  the  Second 
Divison  was  first  engaged,  as  in  every  other,  not  the 
slightest  reference  was  made  to  that  division,  which 
suffered  so  severely,  and  had  for  a  whole  hour  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  an  attack  of  20,000  men.  That  division 
was  the  only  one  engaged  prominently  in  three  general 
actions,  and  I  think  that  division  and  myself  have  some 
reason  to  complain  of  the  noble  lord  in  his  official  state- 
ment to  this  house.  Sir  De  Lacy  concluded  by  saying 
he  did  not  state  this  on  his  own  account — it  was  on 
account  of  the  gallant  officers  and  men  whom  he  com- 
manded ;  and  he  felt  deeply  grateful  to  the  Speaker  and 
to  the  house  for  the  honour  which  was  now  done  to 
them.  He  should  hope  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  state 
of  the  army,  but  he  felt  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
time ;  other  opportunities  would  arise  for  doing  so. — 
Lord  Palmerston  moved  that  the  address  of  the 
Speaker,  together  with  so  much  of  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans's 
reply  as  related  to  the  expression  of  his  thanks  should 
be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  house. — Mr.  Walpole 
seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

On  Monday,  February  5,  Admiral  Berkeley,  in  reply 
to  a  question  from  Mr.  Deedes,  stated  that  the  Reports 
of  Waste  and  1)  isorder  in  Balaklava  were  much  Ex- 
aggerated. The  masters  of  many  transports  had  sent 
letters,  from  some  of  which  he  read  extracts,  expressing 
their  satisfaction  at  the  arrangements  made  in  that  port. 
According  to  the  latest  accounts,  he  added,  the  pre- 
existing state  of  confusion  had  been  rectified,  and  the 
harbour  was  now  in  excellent  order. 

Lord     J.    Russell,    when    an    adjournment    was 


moved,  took  occasion  to  enter  into  a  further  1 
Hon  of  his  Resignation.      He  could  not  refrain   from 
noticing  a  publication  of  what  was  stated  to  be  a  speech 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  made  elsewhere,  unless  he 
were  content  to  allow  what  he  thought  grave  errors  to 
become  established   and    settled    in  the    public   mind. 
That  speech,  he  thought,  placed  the  question  too  much 
as  a  dispute  between  himself  and  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle.    It  appeared  to  me  (he  said)  at  the  end  of  last 
session,  that  the  composition  of  the   government    was 
such  that,  not  relying  upon  party  support,  it  did  not 
create    any  great  attachment  or   enthusiasm,  and  fre- 
quent defeats  attended  the  propositions  that  were  made ; 
but,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  I  should  have  thought 
these  defeats  a  sufficient  reason  to  allow  me  to  state  to 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  that  it  was   not  advisable  that 
such  a  government  should  continue,  and  that  I  could 
no    longer    attempt  to  conduct    the    business    of   the 
government  in  the  House  of  Commons.     But  there  was 
a  great  question  then  pending — a  great  question  which 
is  still  pending — namely,  that  of  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.       The  house  gave  its  confidence  to  the   Gov _rn- 
ment  upon  that  subject;  and  I  stated,  and  I  thotight  I 
was  justified  in  stating,  that  so  long  as  I  thought  the 
war   would  be  prosecuted  in  a  vigorous  and   efficient 
manner  we    should    be  justified   in   holding    office    in 
spite  of  the  defeats  that  I  have  mentioned.     There  is 
another  consideration  of  a  general  nature  which  I  wish 
to  place  before  the  house — namely,  that  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most consequence  in  whose  hands  the  conduct  of  the 
war  is  placed.     My  belief  is,  that  if  Lord  North  had 
conducted  the   seven   years'  war,  we  should  not  have 
had  to  boast  of  the  conquest  of  Canada;    and   that  if 
Lord  Chatham  had  conducted    the   war  of  American 
Independence,  we  should  not  have  had  to  deplore  the 
capitulations  of  Saratoga  and  Yorktown,  and  to  behold 
the  triumphant  fleet  of  an  enemy  riding  in  the  Channel. 
Of  so    much  consequence    is   it  in  whose   hands   the 
conduct  of  war  is  placed.     But  if  this  be  so,  the  house,  I 
am  sure,  will  not  think  that  it  was  unreasonable  in  me, 
being  the  principal  member  of  the  Government  to  answer 
in  this  house  for  the  conduct  of  the  war,  not  relying 
upon  measures  of  internal  improvement, — upon  which 
we  had  the  undoubted  confidence  of  the  country — you 
will  not  I  think  consider  it  was  an  unreasonable  anxiety 
on  my  part  that  I  should  watch  with  the  utmost  care  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.      As  to  the  particular  points  in 
dispute.     First,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  objected  to  the 
statement  that  there  was  a  "  strong  wish"  on  his  part  to 
hold  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  for  the  war  depart- 
ment.      But  several  members  of   the  cabinet  had  so 
stated     it    to     him ;     and    Lord     Aberdeen's     letter 
where  he  said,  that  "  no  objection  whatever  was  made 
to    the    choice    of  the  war  department  by  the  duke," 
made  the  matter  very  clear.      True,  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle declared  himself  ready  to  hold  either  or  neither 
of  the  offices ;  but  Lord  Aberdeen,  who  had  great  con- 
fidence in  the  duke's  abilities,  proposed  to   leave  the 
choice  of  departments  to  himself.     Had  Lord  Aberdeen 
requested     him    to    take     the     war     department,     he 
would  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  accept  it,  though  with 
great  reluctance,  it  being  totally  alien  to  his  habits  of 
business.     Next,  it  was  said  that  he  had  imputed  errors 
to   the   Duke  of  Newcastle   with  respect  to  the   'J7th 
Regiment.      Now    he    had    mentioned    those    things 
to  show  the  inefficiency  of  the  system.      Not  that  he 
felt  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  unfit  for  the  war 
department,  but  that  either  the  prime  minister  should 
have  constantly  exerted    himself  >    hurry  on   prepa- 
rations, or   that  the  war  minister  should  have  been  a 
person   of  extraordinary   authority  :  i -gy  :     had 

the  prime  minister  been  a  man  whose  persuasions  and 
dispositions  led  him  to  hasten  on  with  c;-._erness  the 
preparations  and  arrangements  for  war,  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  would  have  been  perfectly  competent  for  the 
department  which  he  held.  In  conform  r  with  that 
opinion,  he  had  written  to  the  duke,  say:.  •  .  'you  have 
done  all  you  could  do," — meaning,  that  having  been 
overruled  by  departments  he  could  not  do  more.  With 
regard  to  the  statement  that  he  had,  on  the  10th  of 
December,  changed  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  Lord 
John  explained,  that  there  were  two  questions,  one 
relating     to    the     constitution    of    the     war    depart- 
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ment,  the  other  to  the  person  -who  should  hold  it. 
About  the  former  he  had  consulted  Lord  Panniure  ; 
who  gave  him  his  opinion,  but  advised  him  not  to  bring 
about  a  rupture  of  the  government.  What  he  stated  to 
Lord  Aberdeen  related  to  that  proposal ;  but  he  might 
have  stated  that  he  should  not  bring  the  personal 
question  before  the  cabinet,  since,  if  carried,  it  would 
have  driven  Lord  Aberdeen  from  the  government.  The 
personal  question  he  left  in  abeyance.  Lord  John 
admitted  that  he  very  likely  ought  to  have  submitted 
the  question  to  the  judgment  of  the  cabinet,  and  if  the 
cabinet  decided  against  him,  to  have  resigned  at  once  : 
but,  under  the  circumstances,  he  was  then  averse  to 
going  that  length.  Lord  Palmerstou  was  entirely  right 
in  saying  that  he  had  not  taken  the  right  time  or  mode 
of  resigning.  It  was  an  error  not  to  have  fully  con- 
sidered the  position  he  would  be  in  if  a  motion  for 
inquiry  were  made.  But  having  committed  that  error, 
he  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  greater  error,  "  an  error 
of  morality — and  there  can  be  no  sound  politics  without 
sound  morality  " — had  he  resisted  inquiry  and  professed 
himself  satisfied  with  arrangements  he  felt  to  he 
unsatisfactory.  Neither  could  he,  as  suggested,  have 
stood  by  his  colleagues,  and  on  defeat,  have  resigned 
with  them  ;  because  a  majority  might  have  declared  in 
favour  of  the  government,  partly  on  his  assurance  that 
he  was  not  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
"While  his  resignation  has  been  called  hasty,  he  was 
struck  by  a  statement  in  the  speech  ascribed  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  that,  some  days  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  he  had  placed  his  resignation  in  the  hands 
of  Lord  Aberdeen.  Lord  John  had  been  kept  totally 
ignorant  of  that  resignation  ;  "  and,"  he  continued,  "  as 
my  resignation  was  accepted,  I  "must  say  I  think  my 
noble  friend's  advice  to  the  Queen  immediately  to 
accept  it,  without  any  further  communication  with  me, 
was  somewhat  hasty."  "  And  now,  sir,  (he  proceeded) 
you  will  perhaps  permit  me  to  observe,  that,  having 
been  subject  to  many  slanderous  attacks  on  account  of 
the  course  which  I  then  pursued — having  been  made  a 
mark  for  obloquy  for  the  last  week  on  account  of  the 
step  which  I  took — I  have  only  to  say  that  if  my  past 
public  life  does  not  justify  me  from  the  charges  of  selfish- 
ness and  of  treachery — I  shall  seek  no  argument  for  the 
purposes  of  defence.  It  is  not  that  I  propose  to  live  down 
such  calumnies  ;  but  I  do  hope  that  I  have  anticipated 
them  by  the  course  which  I  have  pursued  during  a 
somewhat  extended  public  life.  I  may  here  be  allowed 
to  observe  upon  one  phrase  which  is  said  to  have  been 
used  by  the  noble  duke — namely,  that  he  had  said  to 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  when  my  first  letter  was  received, 
'  Do  not  give  Lord  John  Russell  any  pretext  for  leaving 
the  government.  Accept  my  resignation.'  Now,  I 
must  say,  considering  that  for  nearly  two  years  I  had 
been  a  subordinate  member  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen's 
government — that  I  had  consented,  after  holding  the 
office  of  prime  minister  for  five  years  and  a  half,  to  serve 
under  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  had  done  my  best  to  promote 
the  success  of  his  administration — that  I  had  consented 
to  the  diminished  importance  of  the  great  party  to  which 
I  belonged, — I  must  say,  I  think  such  a  sneer  on  the 
part  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  somewhat  misplaced. 
I  wonder  it  should  not  have  occurred  to  him,  '  These 
objections  to  my  continuing  to  hold  this  office  must  be 
sincere.  It  may  even  be  possible  that  there  is  some 
deficiency  in  my  management  of  this  great  department.' 
But  it  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  him  as  within 
the  range  of  possibility  that  he  might  not  be  absolutely 
faultless  in  his  conduct  of  the  office  which  he  held,  and 
that  I  should  have  had  any  other  than  some  indirect 
motive  in  wishing  for  a  change  in  that  department." 
Lord  John  again  referred  to  the  case  of  Lord  Goderich, 
now  Earl  of  Ripon,  to  show  that  there  was  a  precedent 
for  the  arrangement  he  proposed — to  substitute  Lord 
Palmerston  for  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ;  and  he  lauded 
the  patriotism  of  Lord  Ripon  —  intimating  that  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  would  have  done  well  to  follow  his 
example.  Having  finished  these  statements,  Lord  John 
informed  the  house,  that  he  had  accepted  her  Majesty's 
commands  to  form  an  administration  ;  that  he  had 
accepted  them,  feeling  it  incumbent  on  him  not  to 
shrink  from  the  task  ;  but  that  he  had  found  insuperable 
objections  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  duty.     But 


whoever  formed  a  government,  he  thought  the  house 
would  feel  that  it  would  be  its  duty  to  support  the 
executive  in  any  measures  they  may  think  necessary. 
Before  he  sat  down  Lord  John  expressed  regret  for  the 
the  omissions  pointed  out  by  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  when 
he  moved  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army. — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  after  adverting  to 
the  inconveniences  attending  these  replies  in  one  house 
to  speeches  in  another,  proceeded  to  supply,  as  he  stated, 
some  corrections  of  the  narrative  of  Lord  John  Russell. 
As  to  the  assumption  of  the  office  of  war  secretary  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  it  was  only  necessary  to  say, 
that  it  took  place  with  the  full,  unqualified,  and  un- 
hesitating sanction  of  the  entire  cabinet.  With  regard 
to  the  alleged  change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  Lord 
John,  and  his  suggestion  respecting  the  two  questions, 
Mr.  Gladstone  remarked  that  Lord  Aberdeen  and  his 
colleagues  had  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  dis- 
tinctions between  the  two  questions  in  Lord  John's 
mind.  He  thought  that  Lord  John  had  made  an 
erroneous  version  of  what  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had 
said  on  the  subject  of  his  resignation,  which  he  did  not 
place  in  Lord  Aberdeen's  hands,  but  merely  intimated 
to  the  earl  how  he  intended  to  act  at  a  future  period. — 
Lord  Ebrington  expressed  a  hope  that  public  men 
would  lay  aside  their  differences,  so  that  an  efficient 
government  might  be  formed  for  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  the  war;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

On  Tuesday,  Feb.  6,  the  public  business  on  the  paper 
was  postponed,  and  the  house  again  Adjourned,  after 
some  comments  on  the  loss  of  time  in  the  settlement  of 
the  ministry. 

On  Wednesday,  February  7th,  a  New  Writ  for 
Tiverton  was  moved  for,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Palmers- 
ton,  who  had  accepted  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  for  South  Wilts,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Sidney  Herbert,  who  had  accepted  the  office  of  one  of 
her  Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  the 
house  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  to  vote  a 
sum  on  account  for  the  supplementary  estimate  for  the 
ordnance  department.  He  reminded  the  house  of  the 
restriction  imposed  upon  the  government  by  the  rules 
of  the  house  with  regard  to  public  money, — namely, 
that  such  money  should  be  not  only  raised  and  appro- 
priated by  the  authority  of  parliament,  but  that  it 
should  not  be  issued  without  a  ways  and  means  bill. 
He  proposed  to  take  a  vote  on  account  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service,  leaving  a  residue  to  be 
voted,  which  would  afford  an  opportunity  for  discussion. 
— Sir  H.  Willoughb  y  thought  the  proceeding  irregular, 
and  suggested  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was 
competent  for  the  house  to  go  into  supply  and  vote  a  large 
sum  on  account.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the  mean- 
ing of  these  supplementary  estimates,  amounting  for  the 
navy  and  ordnance  alone  to  3,340,0007.,  outstanding  lia- 
bilities ? — Mr.  Muntz  agreed  that  this  was  an  irregular 
proceeding,  and  mentioned  two  items  in  the  supplemen- 
tary estimate  as  extremely  objectionable — one  of  25,000/., 
for  a  shell  manufactory,  which,  he  said,  was  a  waste  of 
money  and  a  job ;  the  other,  15,000/.  for  a  building  and 
machinery  for  small  arms. — Mr.  Walpole  considered 
that,  in  the  peculiar  position  of  the  government,  the 
house  should  not  object  to  go  into  a  committee,  and 
wait  for  explanations  hereafter. — Sir  C.  Wood  said,  it 
was  not  intended  to  bind  any  one  by  the  vote,  which 
was  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  of  the  public  service. 
The  proceeding  was  quite  regular  and  in  conformity 
with  practice. — Mr.  Stafford  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  state  of  the  hospitals  at  Scutari,  the 
deficiencies  of  which,  according  to  a  letter  he  had 
received,  he  said,  instead  of  diminishing,  increased. 
The  daily  deaths  were,  on  an  average,  forty,  and  500 
sick  arrived  weekly.  He  urged  that  if  some  signal 
mark  of  approbation  and  confidence  were  not  bestowed 
upon  Dr.  M'Grigor,  much  would  be  done  to  perpetuate 
the  system  of  routine. — The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  observed,  that  there  were  two  modes  of 
proceeding  open  to  Mr.  Stafford — one,  upon  receiving 
the  statement  he  had  mentioned,  to  carry  it  to  the 
proper  department,  or  any  department,  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  the  other,  if  the  matter  were  neglected,  to  call  to 
account  the  member  of  the  government  in  that  house 
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who  was  responsible.  Mr.  Stafford  had,  however, 
brought  the  subject  forward  in  the  absence  of  any 
member  connected  with  the  war  department,  and 
without  notice,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
member  of  the  government  to  be  prepared  with 
a  satisfactory  explanation.  He  could  say,  nevertheless, 
that  arrangements  had  been  made,  and  were  making, 
for  supplying  the  deficiencies  at  the  hospitals,  and 
the  government  would  receive  any  communications 
on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Stafford  with  readiness 
and  thankfulness.  With  regard  to  Dr.  M'Grigor,  the 
course  taken  by  Mr.  Stafford  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  an  individual  member  of  parliament  taking  into 
his  hands  the  duty  of  the  executive  government  —  a 
practice  which  would  lead  to  injurious  consequences. — 
Mr.  Whiteside  remarked  upon  the  composure  with 
which  members  of  government  spoke  of  the  condition  of 
our  perishing  army  and  of  the  horrors  of  the  hospitals. 
— Colonel  Knox  referred  to  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  the  camp,  which  described  the  sickness  as  most 
dreadful.  "  We  are  losing,"  the  writer  stated,  "  1000 
a-week,  and  the  strength  of  the  British  army  is  not 
more  than  11,000  men."  He  thought  Mr.  Gladstone's 
lecture  to  Mr.  Stafford  was  ill-timed  and  misplaced. — 
Colonel  Dunne  did  not  believe  that,  of  the  11,000  men, 
more  than  2000  were  fit  to  go  into  action. — Sir  W. 
Moles  worth  said,  the  statement  that  the  army  was 
losing  1000  a-week  was  altogether  incorrect.  The 
government  were  prepared  to  substantiate  the  statement 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that,  including  all 
arms  and  all  ranks,  and  reckoning  the  auxiliary  naval 
force,  the  army  in  the  Crimea  amounted  to  30,000  men, 
according  to  the  last  returns  i-eceived  by|the  government. 
—The  house  then  went  into  committee,  and  a  vote  of 
1,200,000^.  on  account  of  the  ordnance  service  was 
agreed  to,  after  a  short  discussion. 

On  Thursday,  February  8th,  the  house  in  committee 
of  supply,  voted  the  sum  of  1,615,600^.  on  Account  of  a 
Navy  Estimate,  in  excess  of  expenditure  for  1854-55. 
— The  report  of  the  committee  having  been  brought  up, 
Mr.  W.  Williams  inveighed  against  the  gross  mis- 
management and  waste  of  money  in  the  departments  of 
administration  in  the  Crimea,  whereby  he  considered 
that  the  nation  was  lowered  and  disgraced.  The  report 
was  agreed  to. 

Lord  J.  Russell  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  his 
bill  for  the  Promotion  of  Education  in  England  and 
Wales.  In  the  present  state  of  the  government  he 
would  not  go  into  the  question,  except  to  say  that  he 
introduced  it  as  a  private  member,  and  he  would  leave 
the  government  afterwards  to  deal  with  it  as  they 
might  think  proper. 

Mr.  Butt  called  the  attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  the  statement  he  made  some  time  ago, 
that  the  effective  force  of  the  Army  before  Sebastopol 
amounted,  in  round  numbers,  to  30,000  men.  He  wished 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  verify  that  statement, 
as  his  own  information  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  effective  force  did  not  amount  to  12,000  men. — 
Mr.  S.  Wortley  called  the  attention  of  honourable 
gentlemen  to  the  responsibility  attending  their  making 
statements — exaggerated  as  he  believed  them — of  the 
weakness  of  the  army.  There  was  no  advantage  to  the 
public,  and  there  might  be  much  mischief,  in  such  ex- 
posures. No  doubt,  the  letters  from  the  Crimea  spoke 
with  pity  of  the  state  of  the  army,  and  especially  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  soldiers ;  but  he  had  yet  to  learn  that 
there  was  one  letter  received  breathing  that  spirit  of 
despondency  which,  to  the  shame  of  the  house,  was  often 
heard  within  these  walls.  These  statements  could  only 
tempt  the  Russians  to  attack  our  troops  ;  and  he  believed, 
the  only  reason  they  did  not  do  so  was  that  the  Russians 
had  suffered  more  than  ourselves.  Even  the  French 
army,  which  was  held  up  as  so  superior  to  ours,  was 
perhaps  only  believed  to  be  so  because  no  information 
was  received  as  to  its  condition.  He  put  it  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  house  to  discountenance  these  conversations 
in  future. — Lord  J.  Russell  said  part  of  the  dis- 
crepancy arose  from  this,  that  the  official  statement 
referred  to  every  individual  sent  to  the  Crimea,  including 
every  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officer,  the 
cavalry,  artillery,  orderly  men,  &c,  while  the  private 
accounts   of    12,000   effective  men    being  under   arms 


referred  only  to  the  number  of  bayonets,  and  excluding 
all  the  parties  he  before  enumerated.  He  added  that 
yesterday  he  met  a  civilian  who  had  just  returned  from 
the  Crimea,  who  informed  him  that,  though  there  were 
many  sick,  yet  the  great  body  of  the  army  still  seemed 
ready  to  undertake  any  duty.  He  defended  Lord  Rag- 
lan from  the  charges  of  indifference  to  the  comforts  of 
his  soldiers,  which  had  been  brought  against  him  by  a 
ribald  press,  and  hoped  that  gallant  nobleman  would 
rise  superior  to  them  all.  He  drew  a  favourable  augury 
for  the  country  from  the  fact  that  Lord  Palmerston  had 
accepted  the  office  of  prime  minister,  and  that  his  friend 
Lord  Panmure  had  accepted  the  post  of  war  minister. 
That  nobleman,  he  was  sure,  would  adopt  every  im- 
provement really  deserving  the  name,  while  he  would 
reject  innovations  that  had  nothing  but  their  novelty  to 
recommend  them.  —  Mr.  V.  Harcourt  said  the 
private  letters  he  had  received  were  of  a  very  different 
complexion  from  those  referred  to  by  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite.  They  spoke  of  hardships,  no  doubt,  but  they 
also  spoke  with  hope  and  confidence,  and  the  hardships 
were  not  so  great  as  those  spoken  of  in  some  of  the  pub- 
lished statements. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer confirmed  the  explanation  given  by  Lord  John 
Russell  of  the  discrepancy  existing  between  the  different 
published  accounts.  But  he  could  assure  the  house  that 
in  the  statement  he  made  a  few  nights  ago  he  did  not 
include  a  single  Turk,  nor  a  single  sick  or  wounded  man. 
He  sympathised  with  the  strong  feelings  entertained  by 
honourable  members  as  to  the  state  of  our  army  in  the 
Crimea,  and  he  did  not  impute  to  them  factious  motives  ; 
but  he  entreated  them  to  use  more  caution  in  their  state- 
ments, which  were  calculated  to  do  much  mischief  out 
of  doors. — Mr.  G.  Dundas  said  he  had  lately  returned 
from  the  Crimea,  and  he  took  a  more  hopeful  view  of 
the  army  than  some  honourable  gentlemen.  Many  sup- 
plies had  come  to  the  army  when  he  was  there,  and 
more  had  gone  since. 

On  Friday,  February  9th,  Mr.  C'RAUFORD  inquired 
whether  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had  Censured  and  Dis- 
missed Admiral  Napier,  and  what  instructions  had  been 
given  to  the  gallant  admiral  in  reference  to  his  opera- 
tions. He  asked  this  question  in  consequence  of  a  speech 
lately  made  by  Sir  C.  Napier  at  the  Mansion-house. — 
Admiral  Berkeley  criticised  in  severe  terms  the  conduct 
of  Admiral  Napier,  and  denied  the  whole  of  his  state- 
ments. The  gallant  admiral  had  not  been  censured  or 
dismissed  ;  he  was  not  goaded  on  to  attack  any  particular 
fortress — had  not  been  restricted  from  attacking  any 
fortresses  he  pleased — and  he  was,  moreover,  told  that 
the  country  would  accept  everything  he  could  perform. 
The  Admiralty  left  him  perfectly  unfettered  in  his  com- 
mand. He  thought  the  speech  of  Admiral  Napier  would 
have  a  very  bad  effect  upon  the  junior  officers  in  the 
service,  and  was  in  every  other  respect  much  to  be 
regretted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  there  was 
a  notice  on  the  paper  that  the  hon.  member  for  Rich- 
mond would  ask  him,  whether  he  had  any  objection  to 
lay  on  the  table  of  the  house  a  copy  of  the  official  papers 
on  which  he  founded  his  Statement  respecting  the  Army 
in  the  Crimea,  that,  exclusive  of  sick  at  Balaklava  and 
elsewhere,  there  was  an  effective  British  force  of  28,200 
men,  independently  of  3,000  or  4,000  marines  and  marine 
brigade.  His  answer  to  that  question  was,  that  there 
had  always  been  a  great  objection,  founded  upon  general 
principles,  to  publish  statements  as  to  the  distribution  of 
the  military  force,  and  such  an  objection  was  entertained 
on  this  occasion.  At  the  same  time  he  begged  to  say 
that  if  the  hon.  member  for  Richmond,  or  any  other  hon. 
member,  desired  information  for  the  satisfaction  of  his 
own  mind,  he  was  at  liberty  to  have  the  fullest  access  to 
it. — The  house  then  adjourned  till  Friday  the  16th  inst. 

On  Friday,  the  16th,  Lord  Palmerston  stated  the 
Circumstances  of  his  Appointment  as  Head  of  the 
Government.  It  had  already  been  correctly  stated  by 
the  Earl  of  Derby  that  that  nobleman,  when  commis- 
sioned by  the  Queen  to  form  a  government,  offered  him 
a  seat  in  his  cabinet,  making  the  same  offer  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  present  Secretary 
to  the  Colonies.  I  stated  (said  Lord  Palmerston,) 
as  was  correctly  stated  by  that  noble  lord,  that  those 
habits  of  long  personal  friendship  which  co-operation  in 
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office  had  engendered,  and  the  high  esteem  which  I 
felt  for  his  personal  character  and  statesmanlike  habits, 
would  vender  me  anxious  to  co-operate  with  him  in  a 
public  emergency,  when  it  was  of  the  utmost  national 
importance  that  a  government  should  be  formed.  I 
said,  however,  that  I  could  give  him  no  answer  till  I 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  friends 
of  mine  ;  but  that  one  thing  I  was  prepared  to  say, 
which  was  this,  that  in  the  present  state  of  our  foreign 
relations  I  should  be  unwilling  to  belong  to  any 
government  in  which  the  conduct  of  our  foreign  affairs 
did  not  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
who  had  siiown  great  ability  and  success  in  the  mansje- 
ment  of  the  department  confided  to  his  care.  The 
communication  as  stated  by  Lord  Deri)}-  was  made  a 
little  before  two  o'clock.  I  communicated  as  soon  as  I 
could  with  my  right  honourable  friends  ;  I  communi- 
cated also  with  that  noble  friend  of  mine  upon  whose 
judgment  I  place  the  most  implicit  reliance,  and  whose 
opinion  would  guide  me  in  every  important  transaction 
of  my  life — I  mean  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne;  and  the 
result  was,  that  I  wrote  to  the  noble  lord  to  ssy  that  I 
did  not  think  that  by  accepting  the  proposal  he  had 
done  me  the  honour  to  make  me  I  could  give  to  his 
government  that  strength  he  was  pleased  to  think  my 
acceptance  of  office  would  confer.  It  was  remarked 
as  somewhat  unexplained,  that  that  intention  of 
mine  was  quoted  by  my  right  honourable  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  answer  given  at 
a  later  hour  to  Lord  Derby.  The  fact  is,  that  that 
opinion  of  mine  was  formed  upon  a  full  consideration, 
and  communicated  to  my  right  hon.  friend  before  he 
wrote  in  reply  to  the  offer  that  was  made  to  him  also, 
declining  to  join  the  administration.  That  endeavour 
made,  her  Majesty  was  pleased  ^o  call  upon  my  noble 
friend  the  member  for  the  city  of  London,  and  to  charge 
him  with  the  task  of  forming  an  administration.  My 
noble  friend  did  me  the  honour,  immediately  after  that 
command  was  given,  to  come  to  me  and  ask  me  to 
accord  him  my  assistance.  My  great  personal  regard 
and  esteem  for  my  noble  friend,  the  perfect  similarity 
of  political  opinions  which  existed  between  us,  led  me 
at  once,  and  without  hesitation,  to  say  that,  feeling 
impressed  with  the  full  importance  of  the  crisis  in  which 
we  stood,  any  assistance  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  him 
should,  without  any  hesitation,  be  given.  And  if  he 
had  succeeded  in  forming  an  administration,  I  should 
have  felt  the  greatest  alacrity  in  giving  him  any 
assistance  it  might  be  in  my  power  to  render.  That 
attempt  did  not  succeed,  and  it  was  the  pleasure  of  her 
Majesty  then  to  commission  me  to  endeavour  to  form  a 
government,  if  I  thought  I  could  succeed  in  submitting 
to  her  a  list  of  administration  likely  to  command  the 
confidence  of  parliament  and  adequately  to  carry  on  the 
public  service  of  the  state.  I  received  that  command 
about  six  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  evening,  and  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  be  able,  on  the  Tuesday  afternoon, 
to  report  to  her  Majesty  that  I  had  obtained  the 
assistance  of  such  colleagues  as  I  thought  her  Majesty 
might  fairly  approve,  as  answering  the  description  she 
had  besn  pleased  to  give  in  the  commands  she  g:  ve  me 
to  make  the  attempt.  The  government  was  then 
formed,  and  I  trust  that  it  contains  sufficient 
administrative  ability,  sufficient  political  sagacity, 
sufficient  liberal  principles,  sufficient  patriotism  and 
determination  to  omit  no  effort  to  fulfil  the  duties 
which  each  member  hasundertp.ken,  and  to  justify  me  in 
appealing  to  this  house,  to  parliament  and  to  the  country, 
for  such  support  as  men  may  be  considered  entitled  to  re- 
ceive who,  in  a  period  of  great  difficulty  and  of  national 
emergency,  have  determined  to  undertake  the  responsi- 
bility of  endeavouring  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
country.  Lord  Palmerston  then  gave  someaccount  of  the 
Measures  Contemplated  by  the  Government.  In  under- 
taking the  task  to  which  her  Majesty  had  called  him, 
he  stated  that  the  first  difficulty  which  stared  him  in 
the  face  was  Mr.  Roebuck's  committee,  to  which  he  had 
the  same  objection  now  that  he  expressed  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  and  he  hoped  the  house  would  be  induced 
at  least  to  suspend  the  appointment  of  that  committee, 
and  if  they  did  so,  he  would  pledge  the  honour  of  the 
government  that  they  would  themselves  undertake  the 
inquiry.      He   proposed  to   amalgamate    the   office    of 


secretary  of  war  with  the  office  of  secretary  for  the 
war  department,  and  to  transfer  the  discipline  of  the 
artillery  under  the  control  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
and  the  civil  department  of  the  ordnance  under  the 
secretary  for  the  war  department.  The  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty  had  established  a  board  for  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  transport  service.  The  government 
proposed  to  send  out  a  commission  of  three  civilians  to 
examine  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp,  the 
hospitals,  and  the  ships  in  the  Crimea  and  the  Black 
Sea.  Lord  Raglan  had  been  instructed  to  send  to 
Constantinople  for  a  corps  of  labourers,  whose  sole  duty 
it  would  be  to  cleanse  the  camp  from  filth  and  offal. 
Another  commission,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Sir  John 
Macneill,  was  going  out  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  commissariat  department,  with  full  power  to  remedy 
defects,  and  to  reorganise  the  whole  service.  General 
Simpson  was  about  to  go  out  as  chief  of  the  staff — an 
office  which  had  not  before  existed  in  the  British  army 
— and  would  have  full  power  over  the  adjutant-general 
and  quartermaster-general's  departments.  The  hospital 
at  Smyrna  was  to  be  placed  entirely  under  civilian 
medical  men,  and  civilian  surgeons  would  be  invited  for 
other  places.  But  the  secretary  for  war  was  going  to 
remodel  entirely  the  medical  department  at  home.  His 
noble  friend  was  about  to  introduce  a  bill  into  the  other 
house  enabling  the  Queen  to  enlist  men  of  more  ad- 
vanced years,  and  for  shorter  periods  than  were  at  present 
allowed.  A  land  transport  service  corresponding  to  the 
old  waggon  train  had  already  been  organised,  and  would 
at  once  be  set  to  work.  If  the  house  would  wait  and 
see  the  effect  of  these  changes,  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
results  would  be  known  in  a  much  shorter  period  than 
the  report  of  a  committee.  But  while  they  were 
making  every  effort  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  they  felt  it  no  less  their  duty  to  secure  as  soon  as 
possible  an  honourable  peace;  and  with  that  view 
the  government  had  obtained  the  services  of  Lord  John 
Russell  to  proceed  to  the  approaching  congress  at 
Vienna  as  plenipotentiary,  believing  that  his  appoint- 
ment was  the  best  pledge  they  could  give  both  of  their 
earnest  desire  for  peace  and  of  their  determination 
that  the  peace  should  be  a  safe  and  an  honourable  one. 
My  noble  friend,  I  believe,  will  proceed  in  the  early 
part  of  next  week.  Of  course,  he  will  pass  through 
Paris,  to  have  a  confidential  communication  with  the 
French  government.  He  will  also  pass  by  Berlin,  in 
order  to  communicate  with  the  government  of  Prussia ; 
and  whatever  delays  these  visits  may  interpose  to  his 
arrival  at  "Vienna,  I  think  the  time  he  spends  in  these 
capitals  will  not  be  misplaced.  Now,  sir,  if  we  should 
succeed  in  obtaining  peace  upon  terms  which  would 
afford  a  security  for  the  future  against  the  recurrence  of 
those  disturbances  of  the  peace  of  Europe  which  have 
led  to  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  we  should  think 
that  our  first  acts  in  undertaking  the  government  will 
be  as  satisfactory  to  the  country  as  they  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  ourselves;  but  if  we  fail,  why  then  I  think  that 
the  country  will  feel  that  there  is  no  alternative  but  to 
go  on  with  the  war  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  nation 
will  then  with  greater  zeal,  with  greater  alacrity,  if  pos- 
sible, than  ever,  give  its  support  to  a  government  which 
having  made  every  possible  attempt  to  obtain  peace, 
should  have  failed  in  doing  so,  and  is  compelled  to  carry 
on  the  war  for  the  attainment  of  that  peace  —  a  war 
which  the  sense  and  judgment  of  the  country  have  pro- 
nounced to  be  virtually  indispensable  and  necessary. 
We  shall  in  that  case  throw  ourselves  upon  the  generous 
spirit  of  parliament  and  the  country  ;  that  generous 
spirit  I  am  confident  we  shall  not  ask  for  in  vain.  I  am 
sure  that  in  that  state  of  things  all  our  minor  differences 
and  mere  party  shades  of  distinction  will  vanish,  that 
men  of  all  sides  will  feel  that  they  are  Englishmen,  and 
that  they  ought  to  support  their  country  in  its  great 
emergencies.  I  am  confident  we  shall  show  the  noble 
and  glorious  spectacle  that,  as  a  free  people  and  under  a 
constitutional  government,  there  is  a  life,  a  spirit,  an 
energy,  a  power  of  endurance,  and  a  vigour  of  action 
which  are  vainly  to  be  sought  for  under  despotic  rule  or 
under  arbitrary  sway.  Lord  Palmerston  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair,  and 
resumed  his  seat  amid  loud  cheers. — Mr.  Dishaeli  re- 
verted to  the  past  ministerial  interregnum  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  explaining  and  defending  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Derby  in  making  overtures  of  coalition  to  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Aberdeen  cabinet.  He  went  on  to  criticise 
the  pleas  advanced  by  Lord  Palmerston  for  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  proposed  committee  of  inquiry.  He  ridiculed 
the  reasons  which  the  noble  lord  had  given  for  rescind- 
ing their  vote  on  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  and 
declared  his  determination  to  persevere  in  the  inquiry  ; 
and  intimated  that,  if  a  dissolution  were  the  consequence 
of  the  house  persisting  in  that  inquiry,  he,  for  one, 
would  desire  no  better  question  on  which  to  appear 
before  his  constituents. — Mr.  Roebuck,  saw  no  ground 
in  what  had  been  stated  by  Lord  Palmerston  for  with- 
drawing his  committee,  and  he  would  persevere  in  mov- 
ing their  names  on  Thursday  next. — Mr.  Muntz,  Mr.  T. 
Duncombe,  Mr.  Horsmau,  Mr.  E.  Ball,  and  Mr.  Liddell 
expressed  their  determination  to  persevere  in  the  inquiry. 
—Mr.  Danby  Seymour  complained  that  Mr.  Layard 
had  been  excluded  from  the  administration  in  deference 
to  Admiral  Dundas,  and  of  other  short-comings  in  the 
composition  of  the  government.  He  had  little  faith  in 
the  commissions  to  be  appointed,  which  would  end,  he 
feared,  as  the  report  on  the  state  of  the  harbour  at  Bala- 
klava  had  ended — in  the  reports  of  the  men  who  were 
most  interested  in  the  continuance  of  the  abuse.  He 
was  still  in  favour  of  the  inquiry. 

Captain  Duncombe  said  before  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  supply  he  wished  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  for  an  explanation  of  the  Position  in 
which  the  late  Commander  of  the  Baltic  Fleet,  Sir 
Charles  Najner,  stood  with  reference  to  the  Admiralty, 
and  also  as  to  the  charges  which  that  gallant  officer  had 
brought  against  the  Board,  and  against  the  right  hon. 
baronet  who  presided  over  that  Board,  more  particularly  ? 
—  Sir  J.  Graham  stated  that  he  had  intended, 
before  moving  the  navy  estimates,  to  have  offered  a  few 
observations  on  the  subject  referred  to.  At  the  same 
time  he  should  not  attempt  to  refute  the  charges  brought 
against  himself  by  the  gallant  admiral,  because  to  do  so 
explicitly  and  fully  would  necessitate  the  production  of 
correspondence  which  would  prejudice  our  position  in 
the  Baltic,  and  be  detrimental  to  the  public  service.  It 
was  quite  true,  as  Sir  C.  Napier  had  stated,  that  in  the 
first  instance  some  of  the  ships  were  badly  manned  and 
worse  disciplined,  but  every  exertion  had  been  made  in 
the  appointment  of  officers  to  the  fleet,  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  discipline,  and  a  better  system  was  arrived 
at.  Soon  after  taking  the  command,  Sir  C.  Napier  com- 
plained to  the  Admiralty  of  the  want  of  a  better  disci- 
plined body  of  men,  but  he  never  specified  the  names  of 
the  ships  in  which  that  defect  existed,  although  solicited 
by  the  Board  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the  speech  he 
(Sir  J.  Graham)  made  when  Sir  C.  Napier  took  com- 
mand cf  the  Baltic  fleet,  he  would  only  say  he  was  not 
likely  to  use  the  same  language  upon  any  future  occa- 
sion. He  trusted  that  he  had  become  more  prudent 
since  then.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  the.  hon.  and 
gallant  member  opposite,  as  to  whether  Sir  C.  Napier 
had  been  censured  or  dismissed,  he  (Sir  James  Graham) 
could  only  reiterate  what  his  gallant  friend  (Admiral 
Berkeley)  had  already  told  the  ■  house,  namely,  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  such  assertions.  But  the 
Admiralty  had  felt  bound  to  make  strong  comments 
upon  certain  aspersions  contained  in  some  part  of  the 
gallant  Admiral's  correspondence  with  the  Board,  and 
which  they  thought  were  neither  courteous  nor  becom- 
ing. The  gallant  Admiral  was  not  dismissed,  but  at  the 
close  of  the  expedition  he  was  simply  ordered  to  leave 
his  flag,  for  which  course  there  were  many  precedents. 
In  conclusion,  Sir  J.  Graham  said  he  would  willingly 
allow  Sir  C.  Napier  to  proclaim  himself  a  hero,  but  as 
he  was  not  disposed  to  enable  the  gailaut  Admiral  to 
dub  himself  a  martyr,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  advise 
the  Crown  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the  matter. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee  of  supply, 
and  Sir  J.  Graham  moved  the  Naval  Estimates. 
He  recapitulated  the  various  items,  and  explained  the 
nature  and  the  cause  of  the  excess  in  the  charges  ap- 
pearing under  almost  every  head.  The  net  result  went 
to  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  men  engaged,  com- 
prising 6000  seamen  and  500  marines,  and  raising  the 
total  personnel  of  the  navy  to  70,000  hands.  The  gross 
expenditure  amounted  to  something  more  than  ten  mil- 


lions, and  exhibited  an  enhancement  of  only  299,000/. 
beyond  the  outlay  of  the  previous  year.  Respecting  the 
arrangements  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  the  First  Lord 
stated  that  difficulties  had  been  found  to  arise  in 
manoeuvring  mixed  squadrons  composed  of  sailing  ves- 
sels and  steamers,  and  it  was  therefore  determined  to 
send  no  sailing  ships  to  the  Baltic  this  year,  but  he  hoped 
to  have  twenty  ships  of  war,  all  propelled  by  steam,  in 
readiness  for  service  in  that  .quarter  by  the  end  of  the 
next  six  weeks.  Detailing  the  measures  adopted  to  in- 
crease the  force  of  gunboats  and  mortar  vessels,  and  for 
the  construction  of  floating  batteries,  Sir  J.  Graham 
declared  that  provision  was  making,  not  only  to  repair 
any  amount  of  ordinary  dilapidation;  but  also  to  meet 
the  consequences  of  possible  casualty  or  disaster. — After 
a  prolonged  and  miscellaneous  discussion,  the  several 
votes  on  the  estimates  were  agreed  to,  as  was  a  subse- 
quent vote  of  5,181,000/.  for  the  transport  service. 

On  Monday,  February  19th,  a  debate  of  some  length 
arose  upon  the  Three  London  Dock  Bills,  which  stood 
for  a  second  reading,  but  which  were  thrown  out  on  a 
division  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Among  a  great  variety  of  questions  put  to  the 
government,  Mr.  C.  Berkeley  inquired  whether  it 
was  true  or  not  that  Lord  Lucan  had  been  Recalled  from 
the  command  of  the  cavalry  in  the  Crimea  ?  —  Lord 
Palmerston  replied  that  it  was  true,  and  that  it  was 
in  consequence  of  differences  between  Lord  Lucan  and 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  them  to  act  together. 

On  the  first  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  committee 
of  supply,  Mr.  Layakd  called  attention  to  the  Condition 
of  the  Country,  which  was  supposed,  he  said,  to  be 
standing  almost  upon  the  brink  of  ruin.  He  adverted 
first  to  the  composition  of  the  government,  to  which 
was  to  be  confided  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  greatest 
wars  ever  intrusted  to  any  administration.  That 
government  was  almost  identical  with  the  last  ;  it 
behoved  parliament  therefore  to  consider  what  the  late 
government  had  done,  and  how  far  those  members  who 
remained  were  worthy  of  its  confidence.  After  glancing 
at  the  alleged  deficiencies  of  the  lata  administration  in 
regard  to  their  diplomacy,  the  blockade  of  the  Russian 
ports,  and  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  he  observed 
that  what  was  proposed  by  the  present  ministry  was  not 
to  recall  incompetent  agents,  but  to  send  out  a  series  of 
commissions  ;  what  the  country,  however,  wanted,  was 
not  commissions,  but  men,  or  a  man,  fit  for  the  emer- 
gency. Among  the  prospective  measures  enumerated 
by  Lord  Palmerston,  nothing  was  said  about  the  Horse 
Guards ;  yet,  unless  the  government  were  determined 
to  remodel  that  branch  of  the  military  administration, 
and  to  do  away  with  the  system  of  favouritism,  the 
country  would  not  be  satisfied.  Mr.  Layard  insisted 
strongly  upon  the  latter  point,  and  called  upon  the 
government,  if  .they  desired  to  save  the  remnant  of  our 
gallant  men  in  the  Crimea,  to  send  thither  a  man  of 
vigour,  who  would,  in  defiance  of  family  considerations, 
cut  down  abuses  with  a  knife.  In  spite  of  the  g 
reputation  of  the  present  first  minister,  the  people  of 
England,  he  thought,  would  not  be  content  with  what 
he  had  done ;  they  were  now  quiet,  but  a  storui 
might  arise,  and  unless  the  government  did  something 
not  only  they,  but  others,  would  be  shipwrecked. — 
General  Peel  said  he  had  voted  against  Mr.  Roebuck's 
motion,  not  because  he  denied  the  evils  in  question,  or 
because  he  treated  the  motion  as  a  vote  of  non-confi- 
dence in  the  government,  but  because  he  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  tribunal,  believing  a  committee  of  that 
house  to  be  the  worst  tribunal  for  trying  such  a  question, 
and  that  the  causes  of  the  evils  which  had  befallen  our 
army  were  so  evident  that  no  committee  was  requhed 
to  discover  them.  The  war  had  been  entered  upon  with 
inadequate  means  ;  with  such  means  more  had  been 
attempted  than  any  army  could  accomplish. — L>rd 
Palmerston  was,  he  said,  the  last  to  find  fault  with 
any  man  who  blamed  any  part  of  our  administrative 
system,  but  he  protested  against  the  language  he  had 
heard  from  Mr.  Layard,  who  had  talked  of  the  degra- 
dation of  this  country  and  of  its  becoming  the  laughing- 
stock of  Europe.  He  lamented  the  sufferings  of  the 
army,  and  he  admitted  that  those  sufferings  had  been 
aggravated  by  want  of  management  on  the  part  of  those 
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who  had  the  administration  of  the  details  ;  bat  these 
mistakes  had  not  been  confined  to  the  British,  troops  ; 
he  had  pretty  good  ground  for  asserting  that  the  sick 
and  wounded  in  the  camp  of  the  Russians  amounted  to 
35,000  men.  These  sufferings  arose  from  physical  causes 
in  the  power  of  no  man  to  control.  After  a  brief  reply 
to  some  parts  of  Mr.  Layard's  speech,  Lord  Palmerston 
added  that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  people  of  this 
country  looked  more  deeply  into  those  things  than  that 
gentleman  supposed,  and  that  when  they  saw  a  govern- 
ment established  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  two 
attempts,  they  would  feel  that  men  who  undertook  the 
conduct  of  affairs  in  such  circumstances  from  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  and  from  honourable  motives,  were  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  being  actuated  by  a  desire  to  perform  a 
public  duty,  and  that  they  would  give  their  support  to 
such  men,  not  forcing  themselves  upon  the  country,  but 
coming  forward  at  an  emergency.  The  government 
threw  themselves  upon  the  generosity  of  parliament  and 
the  country,  and  he  was  convinced  that,  with  their  sup- 
port, in  spite  of  trifling  reverses,  they  would  carry  the 
contest  to  a  successful  issue,  and,  whether  by  an  honour- 
able peace  now,  or  by  force  of  arms  hereafter,  place  the 
country  upon  a  proud  footing  of  security. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  J.  Phillimore,  Mr. 
Warner,  and  Major  Reid,  the  house  went  into  com- 
mittee of  supply  upon  the  Army  Estimates. — Mr.  F. 
Peel  prefaced  the  details  of  the  estimates  by  remarking 
that  they  differed  from  the  estimates  of  the  current 
year — first,  in  the  increased  number  of  men — namely, 
178,645  (exclusive  of  the  troops  in  India,  of  the  foreign 
corps,  and  the  embodied  militia)  which  exceeded  the 
vote  of  last  year  by  35,869  men;  secondly,  in  the  large 
augmentation  of  many  of  the  services  heretofore  included 
in  the  estimates,  and  in  the  creation  of  new  depart- 
ments, such  as  the  land  transport  corps.  He  then  stated 
the  manner  in  which  the  increase  was  distributed  over 
the  entire  army,  and  explained  the  various  items.  The 
charge  for  the  effective  land  forces  was  7,353.000/. — an 
excess  over  the  charge  of  last  year  of  2,630,000/.  The 
charge  for  the  embodied  militia  was  3,813,000/.  The 
total  amount  for  effective  and  non-effective  services  was 
13,721,000/.  The  total  strength  of  the  army  for  the 
coming  year,  exclusive  of  artillery,  engineers,  and  the 
troops  in  India,  was  193,595  of  all  ranks,  of  which 
number  14,950  would  consist  of  foreigners ;  and  this 
formed  the  first  vote  submitted  to  the  committee,  the 
discussion  of  which,  embracing  various  matters  con- 
nected with  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  occupied  the 
rest  of  the  evening. — Lord  Palmerston,  in  the  course 
of  a  general  reply  to  objections,  vindicated  the  policy  of 
the  government  in  the  conduct  of  hostilities,  their  main 
object  being,  he  observed,  to  cripple  the  Russian  power 
in  the  Black  Sea,  where  alone  an  effectual  blow  could 
be  struck,  leaving  the  land  frontier  of  Turkey  to  the 
protection  of  Austria.  He  stated  likewise,  as  the  reason 
why  the  government  had  not  hitherto  succeeded  in 
putting  the  foreign  enlistment  act  in  operation,  that  the 
language  used  in  the  debates  in  parliament  had  created 
such  a  feeling  of  indignation  throughout  the  continent, 
that  persons  who  had  been  prepared  to  take  letters  of 
service  in  Germany  had  thrown  them  up,  declaring  that 
they  were  unable  to  raise  a  man.  With  regard  to  the 
deficiencies  of  the  army,  he  added,  they  arose  not  from 
want  of  supplies,  but  from  want  of  arrangements  for 
conveying  to  the  men  and  horses  the  things  sent  out  for 
them ;  these  deficiencies  would  be  remedied  by  the 
government.— Mr.  Wilson  gave  explanations  respecting 
the  coffee  sent,  to  the  Crimea,  in  reply  to  some  severe 
remarks  by  Colonel  North. — This  vote,  and  the  next, 
for  the  sum  of  7,353,804/.,  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
chairman  was  ordered  to  report  progress. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  News- 
paper, &c,  Postage  and  Stamp  Duties,  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  following 
resolutions: — "That  it  is  expedient  To  Repeal  the 
Exemption  of  Newspapers  from  Postage  Duty,  and  to 
charge  on  newspapers  and  printed  books  and  papers 
transmitted  by  post  rates  of  postage  not  exceeding  Id. 
for  every  four  ounces  in  weight,  and  for  any  fractional 
part  of  four  ounces;"  and  "That  it  is  expedient  To 
Alter  and  Amend  the  Laws  Relating  to  the  Stamp 
Duties  on  Newspapers,  the  printing  and  publishing  of 


newspapers,  and  registration  and  giving  securities  in 
connection  therewith,  and  the  regulation  of  the  duties 
of  postage  on  printed  papers,"  which  were  agreed  to.— 
The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  was  brought  up 
and  agreed  to. 

The  Consolidated  Fund  Bill  was  read  a  second  tinu-. 

On  Tuesday,  February  20,  Mr.  Sergeant  She:: 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  Provide  Compensation 
for  Improving  Tenants,  and  to  Consolidate  and  Amend 
the  Laws  relating  to  Leasing  Powers  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Dunlop  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
facilitate  the  Erection  of  Dwelling  Houses  for  the 
Working  Classes  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  J.  Phillimore  'moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  Appointment  of  Public  Prosecutors.  After  a 
short  discussion,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Collier  called  attention  to  the  state  of  our  Trade 
leith  Russia,  and  moved  for  certain  returns.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  peculiarity  of  our  trade  with  Russia.  The 
landed  proprietors  of  that  empire  drew  their  revenues 
from  the  products  of  the  soil,  for  which  we  were  the 
greatest  customers,  and  those  products  were  raised  by 
the  advance  of  capital  by  British  merchants,  the  cutting 
off  of  which  resource  would  sap  the  foundation  of  the 
Russian  power.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  rouble, 
the  pulse  of  Russian  commerce,  declined  from  38c?.  to 
32c/.,  and  was  still  expected  to  fall  much  lower ;  the  ruin 
of  the  landed  proprietors  was  anticipated,  and  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  the  Czar.  But  if  we  failed  in  our  military 
operations  in  the  Crimea,  the  failure  of  our  operations 
against  the  commerce  of  Russia  had  been  greater.  So 
far  from  the  principal  Russian  ports  in  the  East  having 
been  blockaded,  their  exports  had  been  greater  than 
before.  The  commerce  of  Russia  had  suffered  no  injury  ; 
10,000,000/.  had  gone  from  this  country  to  Russia  in  the 
present  year,  and  the  rouble  had  risen  to  par.  Most 
effect  had  been  expected  from  the  blockade  of  the  Black 
Sea  ports,  and  those  in  the  Sea  of  jAzoff,  and  he  con- 
trasted the  answers  given  to  the  question  put  in  that 
house  to  Sir  J.  Graham  with  the  facts.  We  had  block- 
aded the  mouths  of  the  Danube,  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  blockaded,  and  we  had  not  blockaded  the 
ports  in  the  Sea  of  Azoff,  which  should  have  been  closed  ; 
the  consequence  of  which  had  been  that  British  mer- 
chants, who  had  made  arrangements  for  opening  up  new 
markets  for  produce  hitherto  supplied  by  Russia,  had 
sustained  enormous  loss,  the  only  parties  benefiting 
being  the  Greek  merchants.  Some  explanation  upon 
this  subject,  he  considered,  was  due  to  the  public,  who 
were  entitled  to  know  the  causes  of  this  failure  and  the 
parties  in  fault.  With  respect  to  the  blockade  of  the 
Baltic,  that  had  been  evaded  by  the  system  of  land  car- 
riage which,  with  the  connivance  of  Prussia  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  had  organised  and  brought  to  perfection. 
He  suggested  that  Prussia  had  been  thereby  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  neutrality  which  would  furnish  a  ground  of 
remonstrance  ;  that  we  might  enforce  a  right  of  search; 
or  we  might  prohibit  the  importation  of  Russian  produce 
into  this  country.  The  objections  to  this  policy  were 
two-fold — one,  that  it  would  be  ineffectual ;  the  other, 
that  it  would  injure  ourselves.  He  denied  the  former,  and, 
admitting  the  latter,  he  insisted  that  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  the  necessary  sacrifices  of  war. — 
Mr.  Mitchell  supported  the  [views  of  Mr.  Collier. — 
Mr.  Cardwell  said,  when,  at  the  expiration  of  a  peace 
of  forty  years,  we  found  ourselves  involved  in  a 
European  conflict,  it  became  necessary  to  consider  what 
ought  to  be  the  commercial  policy  of  this  country,  and 
to  regard  the  course  to  be  pursued  with  reference  to  the 
enemy  with  whom  we  were  about  to  contend,  to  our 
allies,  and  to  neutral  powers.  The  declaration  of  war 
was  accompanied  by  a  declaration  of  policy  on  our  part, 
not  waiving  our  belligerent  rights,  but  suspending  a 
portion  of  them.  Mr.  Collier  had  alleged  that  the 
course  adopted  had  been  wholly  ineffective  ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Cardwell)  would  show  that  it  had  been  far  from 
ineffective.  Mr.  Collier  had  indicated  the  peculiarity 
of  the  Russian  trade  which  was  sustained  in  peace  by 
British  capital  employed  in  raising  the  produce  of 
Russia.  The  natural  corollary  was  that  time  should  be 
allowed  for  British  subjects  to  bring  that  produce  home, 
Time  had  therefore  been  given  in  the  Baltic  and  in  the 
White    Sea.      With    regard    to    the    Black  Sea,    the 
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blockade,  he  admitted,  had  not  been  enforced  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  ;  but  the  general  result  of  our 
operations  had  been  to  annihilate  the  Russian  commerce 
■while  our  ships  were  unharmed.  Again,  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  the  manufactures  of  Russia  had 
materially  suffered,  as  our  blockade  of  her  ports  had  put 
upon  Russia  the  yery  pressure  which  Mr.  Collier  was 
anxious  to  inflict  upon  this  country  in  the  supply  of  raw 
materials.  Mr.  Cardwell  referred  to  statistical  details, 
showing  the  diminution  of  the  exports  of  produce  from 
Russia  and  of  the  imports  of  cotton.  The  depreciation 
of  the  rouble  had  been  appealed  to,  but  an  argument 
drawn  from  the  exchanges  was,  he  observed,  but 
another  form  of  the  argument  to  be  deduced  from  the 
general  results  of  commerce,  and,  as  the  exchanges 
were  liable  to  a  variety  of  disturbing  causes,  it 
was  safer,  in  his  opinion,  to  rely  upon  other  indi- 
cations. By  our  blockade,  then,  we  had  produced  a 
considerable  effect  upon  Russia.  Was  it  in  our  power 
by  other  means  to  inflict  a  greater  injury,  and  would  not 
those  other  measures  inflict  a  greater  injury  upon 
England  ?  Blockades  operating  upon  neutrals  produced 
a  maximum  of  pressure  upon  Russia  and  a  minimum  of 
pressure  upon  ourselves,  whereas  commercial  restrictions 
at  home  would  have  an  opposite  effect.  Mr.  Cardwell 
then  examined  at  considerable  length  the  remedial 
suggestions  offered  bylMr.  Collier  and  Mr.  Mitchell, 
insisting  upon  the  evils  attending  the  enforcement  of 
the  right  of  search,  and  upon  the  frauds  inseparable 
from  a  system  of  certificates  of  origin.  It  appeared  to 
him,  he  said,  remarkable  that  at  the  end  of  twelve 
months  of  war  we  had  inflicted  so  much  pressure  upon 
the  enemy  with  so  small  an  injury  to  our  own  com- 
merce ;  and  this  result  he  thought  justified  the  mode  of 
aggression  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  government. 
— After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Ricardo,  Lord  Duncan, 
Sir  J.  Graham,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  the  motion  for  the 
returns  was  agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  the  22nd,  Lord  Palmerston  announced 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  had 
resigned  their  offices,  and  therefore  requested  the  house 
to  Adjourn  till  Friday.  After  some  routine  business 
the  house  adjourned  accordingly. 

On  Friday,  Feb  23,  Sir  James  Graham,  Mr.  S. 
Herbert,  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  gave  Explanations  of 
their  Reasons  for  Resigning.  Sir  J.  Graham  said  that  tie 
had  hoped  that  the  change  in  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
administrative  reform  which  had  already  been  in- 
augurated in  his  own  and  other  departments,  would  be 
accepted  by  the  house  as  satisfying  its  displeasure  for 
past  misdeeds  and  securing  better  management  in 
future.  This  not  being  the  case,  and  the  inquiry  by  a 
committee  being  still  insisted  upon,  he  felt  unable  to 
sanction  or  accept  a  proceeding  which  he  believed  to  be 
alike  unnecessary,  unjust,  and  inexpedient.  —  Mr.  S. 
Herbert's  explanation  was  similar  to  that  of  Sir  J. 
Graham.  The  step  he  had  taken,  he  said,  was  a  painful 
one,  proceeding  from  a  paramount  sense  of  duty. — Mr. 
Gladstone  began  by  alludingto  the  proffers  made  to  him 
by  Lord  Derby  in  the  early  stages  of  the  ministerial  crisis, 
and  read  some  passages  from  the  correspondence  that 
passed  on  that  occasion.  It  had  been  a  subject  of  regret  to 
him  that  a  government  had  not  then  been  formed  by  the 
noble  earl  from  among  his  own  parliamentary  supporters. 
When  subsequently  he  was  asked  by  Lord  Palmerston 
to  join  his  administration,  he  felt  that  he  had  no  just 
cause  to  refuse,  although  suffering  much  pain  by  his 
severance  from  Lord  Aberdeen.  After  expressing  his 
conscientious  admiration  for  his  late  chief,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone stated  that  his  reason  for  quitting  office  arose  from 
the  fact  that  the  government  had  decided  upon  adopting 
an  alternative  which  he  considered  fatal.  No  one  had 
shown  that  the  committee  was  a  fit  engine  for  prose- 
cuting such  an  investigation,  or  said  anything  to 
shake  his  persuasion  that  it  would  turn  out  either  an 
imposture  or  a  mischief,  not  both  at  once.  By  insisting 
on  its  appointment  the  house  would  practically  wrest 
the  powers  of  government  from  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive, and  delegate  them  to  a  section  of  its  own  members. 
To  the  argument  that  an  unprecedented  emergency 
justified  an  extraordinary  intervention,  he  replied  by 
contending  that   the  instrument  now  suggested  must 


prove,  not  only  mischievous,  but  altogether  weak  and 
futile,  Lord  Palmerston  acknowledged  the  conscien- 
tious motives  which  had  urged  his  late  colleagues  into 
retirement,  and  expressed  his  sorrow  at  losing  their 
services  and  co-operation.  When  assuming  the  responsi- 
bility of  office,  Lord  Palmerston  declared  that  he  had 
never  intended  to  abandon  the  post  merely  upon  the 
contingency  of  the  vote  for  a  committee  being  persisted 
in,  and  such  he  intimated  was  his  persuasion  respecting 
the  determination  of  his  colleagues.  He  stated  that  the 
government  still  adhered  to  the  terms  proposed  as  basis 
for  the  negotiations  at  Vienna,  and  were  prosecuting 
the  conferences  in  perfect  good  faith.  They  would  lose 
no  opportunity  of  hastening  the  advent  of  peace,  but 
would  never  consent  to  any  terms  which  did  not 
afford  a  full  security  of  repose  and  independence 
to  Europe.  These  explanations  produced  various  com- 
ments from  different  members.  —  The  house  then 
proceeded  to  nominate  the  committee  of  inquiry, 
after  a  brief  protest  from  Mr.  R.  Phillimore,  and  some 
remarks  from  Sir  T.  D.  Acland  and  Sir  H.  Willoughby. 
— In  reply  to  the  last  mentioned  member,  Lord  Pal- 
merston stated  that  he  did  not  intend  to  propose  any 
limitation  to  the  inquiries  of  the  committee,  believing 
that  sufficient  guarantee  was  afforded  by  the  known  dis- 
cretion and  judgment  of  the  members  of  which  it  was 
composed. — Mr.  Roebuck  explained  the  principles  on 
which  his  committee  had  been  selected,  expressing  his 
assurance  that  it  deserved  the  confidence  of  the  house. — 
The  names  of  the  proposed  members  of  the  committee 
were  put  and  successively  agreed  to,  a  division  being 
taken  on  a  motion  for  substituting  the  name  of  Captain 
Scobell  for  that  of  Mr.  Bramston.  The  motion  was 
negatived  by  101  votes  to  80 — 21. — The  following  are 
the  names  of  the  committee, — Mr.  Roebuck,  Mr.  Drum- 
mond,  Sir  J.  Pakington,  Mr.  Layard,  Colonel  Lindsay, 
Mr.  Ellice,  sen.,  Lord  Seymour,  Sir  George  Cornewall 
Lewis,  Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Bramston. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

House  of  Lords. — Monday,  Jan.  29. — Earl  Grey's  Motion 
respecting  the  Administration  of  the  Army. 

Thursday,  Feb.  1st. — The  Ministry;  Statements  of  Lord 
Aberdeen  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

5th. — North  American  Fisheries  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

6th. — Cathedral  Appointments  Act  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.  North  American  Fisheries  BUI  read  a  second  time. 
Protection  of  Purchasers  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

8th. — North  American  Fisheries  Bill  committed. 

16th. — Lord  Panmure's  Statement  as  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

20th. — Army  Service  Act  Amendment  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

Mouse  of  Commons. — Monday,  Jan.  29th. — Adjourned  debate 
on  Mr.  Roebuck's  motion,  carried'by  305  to  14S. 

30th. — North  American  Fisheries  Bill  read  a  first  time. 
Carriage  of  Passengers  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Friday,  Feb.  2nd. — Vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans. 

5th.—  North  American  Fisheries  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

7th. — Public  Libraries  and  Museums  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

8th. — Supply,  Vote  for  the  Navy. 

9th. — Writ  for  New  Windsor,  vacated  by  Lord  C.  Wellesley. 
Supply,  Supplementary  Civil  Estimates.  Ways  and  Means 
Committee. 

16th.— Committee  of  Supply,  Naval  Estimates. 

19th. — East  and  West  India  Dock  Bill  thrown  out  on  second 
reading.     Committee  of  Supply — Army  Estimates. 

20th. — Leave  given  to  bring  in  Bills— Irish  Tenant  Laws, 
Dwelling  Houses  for  Working  Classes,  and  appointment  of  a 
public  prosecutor.  Army  Service  Amendment  Bill  read  a  first 
time.  Reports  from  Committee  of  Supply  and  Newspaper 
Stamps  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

21st.— Nuisances  Removal  Bill  and  Public  Health  Bill  read 
a  second  time,  and  referred  to  Select  Committees.  Common 
Law  Procedure  Bill  went  through  Committee.  Committee  of 
Supply — Army  Service  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

23rd.— Explanations  by  Sir  J.  Graham,  Mr.  S.  Herbert,  and 
Mr.  Gladstone.     Nomination  of  Mr.  Roebuck's  Committee. 


Lord  Palmerston  was  reelected  for  Tiverton  on  the 
12th  inst,  without  opposition.  Ho  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
John  Heathcoat  Amory,  and  seconded  by  Major  Hole. 

Mr.  Sidney  Herbert's  return  for  the  Southern  Divi- 
sion of  Wiltshire  passed,  on  the  15th,  also,  without 
opposition.  The  new  secretary  for  the  colonies  was 
proposed  by   Mr.   A.   Powell,   and    seconded   by   Mr. 
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J.  H.  Jacob.  Mr.  Herbert,  in  mentioning  his  acceptance 
of  office,  said  lie  had  felt  that  Lord  Palmerston  was 
entitled  to  ask  from  him,  and  that  he  was  bound  to 
give,  whatever  service  it  was  in  his  power  to  render. 
Of  the  army  in  the  Crimea  he  said,  that  it  has  met 
with  "  an  enemy  more  fell  and  more  dangerous  to  it  than 
the  actual  foe,— I  hat  is,  disease — by  which  it  has  been 
crippled  to  a  fearful  extent,  and  has  had  to  undergo  pri- 
vations and  hardships  which  have  been  borne  with  a 
heroism  almost  unexampled,  but  which  may  be  and  must 
be  attributed  to  causes  that  require  searching  investi- 
gation in  order  that  the  proper  remedy  may  be  applied, 
and  that  the  blame,  if  blame  there  be,  should  fall  upon 
the  right  shoulders.  This  iirquiry  it  behoves  the  Gov- 
ernment to  lose  no  time  in  instituting."  Of  Lord  John 
Russell's  mission  to  Vienna,  lie  remarked, — "I  think  that 
the  government  of  Lord  Palmerston  has  done  wisely  in 
sending  a  statesman  of  the  character,  the  antecedents,  the 
reputation,  and  known  ability  of  Lord  John  Russell, 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  time  has  arrived 
when  we  can  have  peace  made  upon  those  conditions 
which  we  consider  to  be  necessary  and  indispensable  to 
secure  a  durable  as  well  as  an  honourable  pacification." 
Though  the  election  was  unanimous,  Mr.  Herbert  was 
assailed  by  showers  of  questions — such  as  "  Who  starved 
the  soldiers?"  "  What  about  the  green  coffee-berries 
served  to  the  soldiers?"  "Where  is  our  army?" 
"  Why  did  '  he '  spare  Odessa  ?  " 

Both  Houses  of  Convocation  met  on  the  6th  inst.     In 
the  Upper  House  the  principal  proceedings  related  to 
proposed  alterations  in  the  Church  services.     An  address 
on  the  subject  was  presented  by  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury 
from  a  clergyman  in  his  diocese,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  ;  and  a  report  was  read  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.    The  Bishop  of  Oxford  moved  the  following 
resolutions — "  That  some  modifications  of  the  Church's 
rules  are  desirable,  to  enable  her  adequately  to  admi- 
nister to  the  spiritual  necessities  of  the  people  of  this 
land  ;  and  that  such  modifications  may  most  properly  be 
considered   with   reference,  first,  to   the   services,    and 
secondly,  to  the  ministerial  agency  which  she  now  em- 
ploys.    "  That,  in   any   modification   of  the   Church's 
rules  to  her  services,  it  should  he  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple that  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  should  be  main- 
tained wholly  and  unaltered,  except  in  so  far  as  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  rubric ;  and  that   the  division  of 
the  present  in  the  formation  of  new  services  be  recon- 
structions from  those  uow  existing,  with  such  changes 
in  the  Psalters  and  Table  as  may  be  judged  needful. 
"  That  no  division  of  the  services  appears  to  be  desirable 
which  would  not  insure  the  use  of  the  whole   order, 
morning  and  evtning,  now  contained   in  the  Book   of 
Common   Prayer,    on   Sundays   and    other    holidays." 
The  Bishop  of  Exeter  moved  the  addition  of  the  words, 
"  Provided  that  nothing  new   be  introduced  which  is 
not  now  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer."     But  there 
was  no  support   for   this,  and  the  Bishop  of  Oxford's 
resolution  was  carried.     After  a  long  discussion,  it  was 
resolved  to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the  heads 
of  an  address  to  the  Queen,  founded  on  the  resolution. 
On  the  8th  inst,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  read  a 
report  on  the  changes  required  in  the  present  constitution 
of  Convocation.     The  principal  changes  are,  that  there 
shall  be  a  proctor  for  every  archdeaconry  elected  by  the 
clergy  ;  and  that  all  beneficed  clergy,  curates,  and  chap- 
lains in  priests'  orders,  and  licensed  by  the  bishop,  shall 
have  a  vote.     The  remainder  of  the  report  relates  to  the 
mode  of  doing  business  in  both  houses,  founded  on  pre- 
cedents.    With  respect  to  the  vexed  questions  as  to  the 
right  of  the  president  of  the  Upper  House  to  refuse  to 
submit  propositions  to  the  Upper  House,  and  as  to  his 
power  of  proroguing  Convocation  against  the  wishes  of 
his  brethren,  as  the  precedents  are  not  decisive,  the  re- 
port suggests  that  it  would  be  expedient  that  he  should 
not  be  at  liberty  to  refuse  to  submit  propositions  ;  and 
that  while   he  possesses   the  power  of  prorogation,  he 
should,  in  ordinary  prorogations,  act  with  the  consent  of 
his  brethren.     This  report  was  received  ;  but,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  the  house  resolved  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  address  her  Majesty  as  to  any 
alterations  in  the  constitution.     In  the  sitting  of  the 
Lower  House  on  the  6lh  inst,  Archdeacon  Denison  pro- 
ceeded to  make  a  statement  respecting  his  case,  but  was 


stopped  by  the  Prolocutor  as  being  out  of  order.  Mr- 
Denison,  however,  read  a  statement  purporting  to  he  an 
account  of  what  took  place  before  the  Clevedon  Com- 
mission ;  and  he  reserved  to  himself  the  right  to  go  into 
the  whole  case  at  a  future  session.  It  next  became  a 
question  whether  the  written  statement  could  be  re- 
ceived ;  and  on  this  the  house  divided,  rejecting  the 
paper  by  36  to  33.  The  resolutions  which  had  been 
agreed  to  in  the  Upper  House  were  then  brought  down 
and  read.  Archdeacon  Denison  had  moved  that  the 
Church  service  resolutions  should  not  be  received,  when 
the  house  was  adjourned  without  coming  to  a  decision. 
On  the  8th  inst,  the  Lower  House  was  occupied  with 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  on  Cburcu  services 
sent  down  from  the  Upper  House  ;  respecting  which 
there  was  great  difference  of  opinion;  and  strong  ex- 
pressions from  Dr.  M'Caul,  Archdeacon  Denison,  and 
others,  against  touching  the  Prayer  Book.  At  last,  a 
modification  of  the  resolutions  sent  down  by  the  Upper 
House  was  adopted,  on  the  motion  of  Archdeacon  Grant. 
A  committee  was  appointed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
A  crowded  meeting  to  consider  the  "  Deplorable  and 
Wretched  state  of  the  Army  in  the  Crimea,"  and  the 
causes  thereof,  was  held  at  Derby  on  the  10th  inst. 
The  speakers,  including  some  working  men,  denounced 
the  government  for  cruelty  to  the  army,  and  demanded 
inquiry  with  a  view  to  the  punishment  of  the  guilty. 
The  resolutions  adopted  also  called  for  inquiry  ;  for 
reorganisation  of  the  military  departments,  under  one 
ruling  head  ;  for  an  abolition  of  the  sale  of  commissions  ; 
the  dismissal  of  men  of  an  obsolete  age  and  an  obsolete 
practice,  and  the  appointment  of  men  whose  genius  and 
mechanical  science  have  added  to  our  power  and  com- 
mercial greatness.  A  petition  to  parliament,  embodying 
those  demands,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  ministry  formed  by 
Lord  Palmerston :  —  Lord  Palmerston,  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury ;  Lord  Cran worth,  Lord  Chancellor  ; 
Earl  Granville,  President  of  the  Council;  Duke 
of  Argyll,  Lord  Privy  Seal;  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Foreign  Secretary ;  Mr.  Sydney  Herbert,  Colonial 
Secretary ;  Sir  George  Grey,  Home  Secretary  ;  Lord 
Panmure,  Secretary  for  War  ;  Mr.  Gladstone,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer;  Sir  James  Graham,  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty;  Sir  William  Molesworth, 
Public  Works  ;  Sir  Charles  Wood,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control ;  The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  with- 
out offioe  ;  Lord  Canning,  Postmaster-General.  Some 
minor  offices  it  appears  have  not  yet  been  filled  up  ;  but 
Mr.  Gladstone",  Sir  James  Graham,  and  Mr.  Sidney 
Herbert  have  since  resigned  their  offices.  Lord  Palmer- 
stone  and  Mr.  Herbert  have  been  re-elected,  without 
opposition,  for  Tiverton  and  South  Wilts. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  Dreadful  Murder  was  committed  on  Saturday 
night,  the  27th  of  January,  at  Rochester.  The  victim 
was  Mrs.  Bacon,  an  old  lady  who  lived,  with  a  maid- 
servant, in  Ordnance-road.  On  Sunday  morning,  a  man 
named  Pearson,  who  is  in  the  daily  custom  of  calling 
with  vegetables,  while  so  engaged  at  the  adjoining 
house,  heard  a  rattling  at  the  door,  as  of  some  one 
endeavouring  to  force  his  way  out,  and,  on  going  to  the 
spot,  the  servant-girl  made  her  appearance  in  such  a 
state  of  agitation  as  to  lead  him  to  apprehend  she  was  in 
a  fit,  and  he  ran  for  assistance  to  a  chemist's  close  by, 
who  directed  him  to  Dr.  Gamine,  at  Fort  Pitt,  surgeon 
of  the  94th  regiment.  On  his  arrival  she  was  found  to 
have  her  throat  cut,  and  by  his  directions  was  removed 
on  a  stretcher  to  Fort  Pitt.  In  the  course  of  the  day 
she  expressed  a  wish  to  make  a  statement,  and  Major 
Boys,  a  county  magistrate,  attended  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  her  deposition.  What  the  nature  of  the  disclo- 
sure made,  if  any,  was,  did  not  transpire.  On  a  policeman 
entering  the  house,  the  girl  said  her  mistress  had  been 
murdered  in  the  cellar  by  two  dustmen.  On  going  into 
the  cellar  he  found  a  pail  full  of  water,  with  a  flannel 
in  it  stained  with  blood,  and  which  appeared  to  have 
been  used  in  washing  deceased's  face.  Close  by  this 
he  found  a  hatchet  and  a  knife,  both  stained  with  blood; 
he   observed   blood  on  the  floor,   and   the   fagot   wood 
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was  also  sprinkled  with  blood.  On  going  up  stairs  he 
found  Mrs.  Bacon  lying  on  her  back  inssde  the  door  on 
the  second  floor,  and  traces  of  blood  from  the  cellar  to 
where  deceased  lay,  showing  that  the  body  had  been 
dragged  from  the  cellar  to  the  spot  where  it  was  found. 
The  skull  was  beaten  in,  there  were  two  large  gashes 
on  the  temple,  and  the  face  greatly  disfigured  from  the 
blows  which  had  been  inflicted.  The  knife  with  which 
the  girl's  throat  had  been  cut  was  found  on  the  kitchen 
dresser,  and  there  was  a  pool  of  blood  just  within  the 
front  door,  where  she  had  stood.  She  had  been  in  the 
service  of  Mrs.  Bacon  for  about  seven  weeks,  having 
previously  lived  in  service  at  Stroud,  where  her  friends 
also  reside.  Mrs.  Bacon  was  the  widow  of  Mr.  Bacon, 
formerly  in  her  Majesty's  dockyard,  and  was  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  The  servant-girl  is  about  nineteen. 
A  coroner's  inquest  has  been  held,  and  the  jury  have 
returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  Elizabeth 
Lawes,  the  servant-girl,  who  has  been  committed  for 
trial. 

The  Irish  Court  of  Chancery  has  been  occupied  with 
a  case  which  has  excited  much  public  interest.— Hand- 
cock  v.  Delacour,  otherwise  De  Burgh.  It  arose  upon 
a  petition  filed  by  John  Stratford  Handcock,  the  heir- 
at-law  of  the  late  Miss  Honoria  Handcock,  praying  that 
certain  charges  created  by  the  will  of  Josephine  Hand- 
cock might  not  affect  the  Canentrilla  estates  ;  that  a 
deed  executed  by  Honoria  Handcock  in  1851  might  be 
declared  fraudulent  and  void  ;  that  an  account  might  be 
taken  of  the  sums  which  might  be  justly  charged  against 
Mrs.  Catherine  Josephine  Handcock,  and  that  certain 
judgments  obtained  by  her  against  Honoria  Handcock 
might  be  set  aside  as  fraudulent  and  void.  The  story 
pertaining  to  the  suit  was  told  by  the  Attorney-General 
in  opening  the  case  for  the  petitioner,  on  the  24th 
January.  In  1824,  Mr.  "William  Handcock,  then  just 
of  age,  and  the  possessor  of  4000/.  a  year,  married, 
against  the  consent  of  his  relations,  Miss  Catherine 
Josephine  Kelly,  an  ambitious  beauty,  who,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  formed  and 
executed  the  design  of  marrying  Mr.  Handcock.  By 
the  marriage-settlements,  the  estates  were  limited  to 
the  use  of  Mr.  Handcock  for  life,  with  remainder  to 
provide  a  jointure  of  700/.  a  year  to  his  wife,  with 
remainder  to  the  issue  of  the  marriage.  The  issue  were 
Josephine,  Anne  Mary,  and  Honoria.  After  the  year 
1828  there  was  no  issue.  In  July  1840,  Mr.  Handcock, 
under  the  impression  that  an  improper  intimacy  existed 
between  his  wife  and  Lord  Clanricarde,  separated  from 
his  wife  and  went  abroad.  Although  this  charge  was 
distinctly  put  forward,  Lord  Clanricarde,  in  two 
affidavits  he  had  made,  carefully  passed  it  by  altogether  ; 
and  from  the  affidavits  he  would  seem  to  know  next  to 
nothing  of  this  family.  Lord  Clanricarde  seemed, 
indeed,  to  have  some  particular  reason  for  not  wishing 
to  have  been  within  the  four  seas  in  the  latter  part  of 
1840.  He  said  it  was  impossible  that  he  could  have 
seen  Mrs.  Handcock  throughout  the  year  1840,  because 
he  spent  that  winter  in  Russia :  he  might  have  done  so, 
but  the  written  documents  placed  it  beyond  a  doubt 
that  Mrs.  Handcock  was  his  guest  at  Portumna  Castle 
in  October  1840.  "  Some  time  in  1841  an  infant 
appeared  in  the  world  ;  but  nobody  could  tell  where  he 
was  born,  or  who  was  his  father."  That  infant  was 
John  Delacour,  the  minor  respondent  in  this  case. 
Lord  Clanricarde  was  very  precise  on  this  point,  and 
said  he  could  state  nothing  as  to  the  birth  or  parentage 
of  John  Delacour,  and  that  Mrs.  Handcock  never  stated 
or  intimated  to  him  who  were  the  parents  of  John 
Delacour, — "perhaps  the  lady  thought  it  quite  un- 
necessary to  give  the  noble  marquis  any  information  on 
that  point."  Mrs.  Handcock  and  Lord  Clanricarde 
appeared  in  France,  where  Mr.  Handcock  was  living 
under  the  name  of  Captain  Browne.  In  1843  Mr. 
Handcock  returned  to  England  ;  and  was  found  dying, 
in  Michael's  Road,  Brompton,  in  charge  of  "  a  spy  of 
Mrs.  Handcock's."  There  Mr.  Handcock  was  attended 
by  Dr.  Paris,  Lord  Clanricarde's  physician,  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Irons.  Lord  Clanricarde  swore  that  he 
had  brought  Mrs.  Handcock  and  Josephine,  her  eldest 
daughter,  to  the  death-bed  of  the  dying  man;  which 
led  to  a  reconciliation  between  the  husband  and  wife, 
and  created   a  friendly  feeling  in  the  father  for  his 


daughters.     Mr.  Handcock  had  made  a  will  in  favour  of 
his  brother ;  but  he  was  induced  to  make  a  new  will, 
appointing  the  wife  whom  he  had  discarded  the  guardian 
of  his  daughters.     Dr.  Paris,  pledged  to  keep  secret  the 
place  of  Mr.  Handcock's  abode,  could   not   resist  the 
appeal  of  his  brother  to  see  him ;  but  the  brother  did 
not  arrive  until   Mr.   Handcock   was   dead.     In   1843, 
Lord  Clanricarde  was  appointed  by  the  court  guardian 
of  the  fortune  of  the  Misses  Handcock,  although  they 
had  many  relations  of  station  and  respectability.     He 
made  Mrs.  Handcock  an  allowance  of  1500/.  a  year  for 
their  support ;  and  gave  her  the  house  at  Canentrilla, 
rent-free,  as  a  residence,  and  600/.  to  furnish  it.     Here 
Mrs.  Handcock  lived  in  the  greatest  penury ;  stinting 
her  daughters  in  money,  in  clothes,  in  food—"  greater 
cruelty  was  never  exercised  by  gaoler  in  the  worst  of 
times  that  this  unnatural  mother  displayed  towards  her 
daughters."      John   Delacour,   on    the    contrary,    the 
"  adopted  "   son   of  Mrs.    Handcock,  was  indulged  in 
every  wish,   and  the  girls   were    forced   to   do   menial 
services   for  him.     In   1846  and   1847   Josephine   and 
Anne  Mary  came  of  age,  and  executed  disentailing  deeds ; 
the  grantee  being  Lord  Clanricarde.   In  1849  Anne  Mary 
died  ;  and  the  estates  vesting  in  Josephine  and  Honoria, 
they  executed  disentailing  deeds  to  Lord  Clanricarde. 
In  1851  Josephine  made  a  will,   drawn  by  Lord  Clan- 
ricarde, bequeathing  10,000/.  to  her  mother  in  the  even: 
of  her  sister's  marrying,  but  giving  the  whole  estates  to 
her  mother  if  Honoria  should  die  without  issue.     Jose- 
phine  died   shortly   afterwards.      It  was   proved  thai; 
during  the  residence  of  the  mother  and  her  daughters 
in  England,   she  treated  them  with  the  utmost  harsh- 
ness ;  that  she  told  one  lodging-house-keeper  that  John 
Delacour  was  the  child  of   one  of  her  daughters   by  a 
French  gentleman  of   position ;    that  Mrs.    Handcock 
used  to  be  visited  by  a  gentleman  called  "  Clan,"  and 
that   he  used  to  let  himself  into  the  house  sometimes 
with   a   latch-key.     The  boy   Delacour  used  to  strike 
Honoria  ;  and  was  heard  to  say  to  her,  in  the  presence 
of  her  mother,  "  I  wish  you  were   dead."     It  was  also 
shown    that  Mrs.   Handcock  drank  brandy   to  excess ; 
and  one  of  the  opposing  counsel  urged   her   drunken 
habits   in   extenuation  of   her   cruelty.     In  1853  Mrs. 
Handcock  died  :  notwithstanding  her  affectation  of  po- 
verty, she  died  worth  20,000/. ;  and  she  bequeathed  all 
her  property  to  the  boy,  except  50/.  as  a  legacy  to   her 
daughter.     In  December  of  the  same  year  Honoria  died 
intestate.     Such  was  the  plaintiff's  case,  as  stated  by  his 
counsel.    Mr.  Serjeant  O'Brien,  for  the  executors  under 
the  will  of  Josephine    contended  that  the   allegations 
against  Lord  Clanricarde  were  unproved,  and  that  no 
constraint  had  been  put  upon  Josephine.     He  asserted 
that  Lord  Clanricarde  had  suggested  the  insertion  of  a 
revocation-clause  in  a  deed  executed  by  Honoria,  but 
that  she  declined ;  that  the  girls-  were  well  treated,  for 
had  they  not  daily  instruction  in  Italian  and  French  ? 
and   were   they  not  visited  by  Lord  Dunkellin,  Lord 
Mountcharles,  and  others  ?  and  that  the  inventory  of 
their  stock  of  clothes  showed  the  charge  to  have  been  a 
misrepresentation.     But   he    declined    to    attempt    to 
justify  Mrs.  Handcock's  unnatural  conduct   in   saying 
that  John  Delacour  was  the  son  of  one  of  her  daughters. 
He  admitted  that  the  mother  was  anxious  to  get  as  much 
as  possible  for  her  child ;  but  that  did  not  nullify  the 
deed.     Mr.  Martley,  on  behalf  of  the  executors  of  Mrs. 
Handcock,    contended  that   Miss   Handcock    perfectly 
understood  what  she  was  about  in  executing  the  deeds, 
and  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  estate  should  go  to 
the   minor   Delacour.     The   arguments   on   both   sides 
occupied  several  days.     The  Lord  Chancellor,  however, 
was  not  called  upon  to  deliver  judgment ;  for  the  parties 
agreed  to  a  compromise,  on  the  following  tenns.     The 
petitioner  Handcock,  the  heir-at-law,  is  to  get  the  estates, 
on  the  condition  that  he  shall  pay  to  the  respondent  De- 
lacour the  sum  of  20,000/.  on  his  attaining  full  age,  and 
in  the  mean  time  pay  4  per  cent  on  the  amount.     The 
respondent  is  now  nearly  fourteen  years  of  age;  and  in  the 
event  of  his  dying  before  he  reaches  twenty-one,  the 
petitioner  will  not  have  to  pay  the  20,000/.,  but  will 
have   the    estates  free  of  any    charge   created   in   this 
matter  save  the  payment  of  the  interest.      It  is  also 
agreed  that  the  deeds  and  the  will  upon  which  the  re- 
spondent founded  his  claim  shall  be  cancelled.      The 
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respondent  being  a  minor  and  a  ward  of  the  Court,  the 
sanction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  necessary  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  agreement  ;  and  on  the  12th  instant 
the  Attorney-General  stated  in  court  the  terms  of  the 
compromise,  and  prayed  his  lordship's  sanction.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  having  heard  the  terms 
stated,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  thought 
the  arrangement  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  minor.  As- 
suming that  there  was  no  other  question  before  the 
court  in  the  matter,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  minor  to  have  the  compromise  car- 
ried into  effect.  The  Attorney-General  said,  there  was 
no  other  question  before  the  court  in  the  case.  The 
Lord  Chancellor — "  My  decision  would  be  more  unfa- 
vourable to  the  minor  than  the  terms  proposed.  Sup- 
posing my  opinion  be  unaffected  by  anything  that  may 
occur^  I  think  the  compromise  is  one  that  it  will  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  minor  to  carry  into  effect."  The  decree 
in  both  cases  was  accordingly  taken. 

The  action  brought  by  Mr.  Adrian  John  Hope  against 
the  Count  Aguado,  to  recover  damages  for  Criminal 
Conversation  with  Mrs.  Hope,  partly  heard  at  the 
sitting  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  December,  was 
terminated  on  the  14th  inst.  A  vast  number  of  witnesses 
■were  examined  on  both  sides ;  and  the  evidence  ex- 
tracted from  them  was  commented  on  at  great  length  by 
Sir  Frederick  Thesiger  for  the  plaintiff,  and  by  Attorney- 
General  Cockburn  for  the  defendant.  The  witnesses 
for  the  plaintiff  spoke  to  the  improprieties  committed  by 
Count  Aguado  and  Mrs.  Hope  at  Paris,  Havre,  and 
Folkestone.  One  alleged  that  he  had  frequently  driven 
Mrs.  Hope  to  meet  Count  Aguado  at  No.  3,  Rue  Mon- 
ceaux,  and  at  No.  20,  Rue  Labordais,  near  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne  ;  another,  specifying  the  rooms  inhabited  by 
the  parties,  said  that  he  had  witnessed  the  Count  leave 
Mrs.  Hope's  room  early  in  the  morning  in  Frascati's 
Hotel  at  Havre  ;  and  a  third,  that,  in  1850,  she  had 
seen  the  Count  and  Mrs.  Hope  bathe  together  in  the 
sea.  It  was  also  alleged  that  during  her  stay  at  Folke- 
stone, Mrs.  Hope  received  Count  Aguado  in  her  husband's 
absence;  that  on  one  occasion,  saying  she  was  going  to 
London,  she  went  really  to  France  ;  and  that  on  a  sub- 
sequent visit  to  Folkestone  she  engaged  two  rooms 
connected  with  each  other  by  folding  doors,  and  occupied 
one  herself  while  the  Count  occupied  the  other.  It  was 
also  sworn  that  the  door  was  found  broken  open,  and 
that  the  Count,  while  dressing,  was  seen  to  enter  the 
room,  where  the  lady  was  dressing  also.  These  allega- 
tions were  met  by  counter  allegations,  supported  on 
oath  by  witnesses — that  Count  Aguado  never  did  hire  a 
room  at  3,  Rue  Monceaux  ;  that  not  he  but  his  brother 
hired  the  house  in  the  Rue  Labordais  ;  that  during  his 
stay  at  Frascati's  the  Count  did  not  occupy  the  rooms 
specified  by  the  witnesses  as  the  scenes  of  improper 
familiarities ;  that  Mrs.  Hope  could  not  swim,  and 
therefore  could  not  have  bathed  with  Count  Aguado. 
A  respectable  witness,  Anne  Rowse,  however,  deposed 
that  her  mistress  began  to  learn  to  swim  in  1846.  It  was 
stated  that  Mrs.  Hope  could  not,  as  alleged  by  Mr.  Howe, 
have  met  the  Count  by  appointment  at  Reigate  in  1848, 
because  the  Count  was  at  that  time  in  Italy.  The 
Count's  valet  deposed,  that  when  his  master  occupied 
the  next  room  to  that  of  Mrs.  Hope  at  Folkestone  in 
1851,  he  did  not  quit  him  at  all  in  the  night,  and  the 
Count  was  ill ;  and  that  the  folding  doors  were  not 
opened.  But  this  witness  had  previously  deposed,  in 
his  affidavit,  that  the  doors  had  been  opened,  and  that 
he  had  passed  through  them.  Several  of  the  witnesses 
were  obviously  unworthy  of  credit  ;  but  there  was 
nothing  to  shake  the  testimony  of  Ann  Rowse,  and  she 
deposed  that  one  morning  in  the  summer  of  1846,  Mr. 
Hope  having  at  the  request  of  his  wife  gone  out  for  a 
walk,  the  children  having  been  likewise  sent  out,  and 
Ann  Rowse  ordered  down  stairs,  Count  Aguado  visited 
Mrs.  Hope  in  her  bedroom.  In  defence  of  his  client, 
the  Attorney-General  dwelt  much  on  the  comparative 
ages  of  the  parties  in  1846 — the  Count  being  only 
twenty,  and  Mrs.  Hope  being  twenty-eight;  and  he 
argued  that  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  she  could  hr-.ve 
been  seduced  by  a  mere  boy.  She  was  a  lady  fond 
of  pleasure  and  extravagance ;  her  husband  was  retired, 
fond  of  study,  and  penurious ;  hence  arose  irritation, 
unhappiness,   and  strife.     He   read   long   and   painful 


extracts  from  Mr.  Hope's  affidavits,  which,  together 
with  those  on  the  other  side,  showed  that  their  married 
life  had  long  been  interrupted  by  scenes  of  strife, 
bickering,  and  blows.  In  summing  up,  Lord  Campbell 
went  carefully  over  the  evidence ;  and  pointed  out 
several  instances  of  concert  and  contrivance  on  the  part 
of  Mrs.  Hope  to  place  herself  in  communication  with 
the  Count, — such  as  the  contrivances  described  by  Ann 
Rowse ;  the  sending  of  Young  from  Folkestone  to 
Boulogne  to  fetch  Count  Aguado  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Hope ;  the  secret  -visit  Mrs.  Hope  paid  to  Boulogne 
when  she  gave  out  that  she  was  going  to  London. 
What  could  be  the  object  of  that  concert,  if  it  were  not 
to  carry  on  illicit  intercourse  ?  The  jury  instantly  gave 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff — damages  200^. 

There  have  been  serious  Bread  Riots  in  the  East  end 
of  London.  On  the  21st  and  22nd,  several  hundred 
dock  labourers  and  other  destitute  persons,  perambulated 
the  principal  thoroughfares  in  procession,  demanding 
bread  and  money  from  the  shopkeepers,  whose  premises 
were  forcibly  entered  and  ransacked  of  their  contents. 
In  several  instances  the  tradesmen  were  subjected  to 
gross  acts  of  violence,  and  the  most  daring  robberies 
committed  in  open  daylight,  and  property  to  a  consider- 
able amount  carried  away  by  the  mob.  The  alarm  was 
so  general  that  the  shops  were  closed  in  High-street, 
Whitechapel,  Commercial-road- east,  Stepney,  and  the 
whole  of  the  principal  streets  at  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  metropolis,  where  business  was  generally  suspended. 
A  number  of  the  rioters  were  arrested,  and  several  of 
the  ringleaders  have  been  committed  to  the  house  of 
correction.     There  have  been  similar  riots  at  Liverpool. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A'Destructive  Fire  broke  out  on  the  night  of  the  16th 
inst.,  upon  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Routledge,  merchants 
and  sawyers,  in  Holland-street,  Blackfriars-road.  The 
premises  were  entirely  burnt  down,  and  several  adjoining 
dwelling  and  warehouses  were  much  damaged.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  150,000Z.  Mr.  Jackson,  the  son-in- 
law  of  Superintendent  Braidwood,  a  young  man  lately 
married,  perished  in  the  flames. 

A  fatal  Railway  Accident  happened  on  the  22nd 
inst.,  on  the  joint  line  between  Glasgow  and  Paisley, 
about  10  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  trains  which  had 
left  Dumfries,  Kilmarnock,  and  Ayr  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  had  formed  a  junction,  and  had  arrived  within 
two  miles  of  Glasgow,  when  a  violent  oscillation  was 
felt  in  the  carriages,  and  some  of  them  were  thrown  off 
the  line,  but  the  train  was  ultimately  brought  to  a 
standstill,  and  at  this  time  no  one  was  injured.  It  was 
found  that  the  accident  had  been  caused  by  the  break- 
ing of  an  axle  in  a  first-class  carriage,  which  was 
separated  from  the  engine  by  a  third-class  and  a  luggage 
van.  The  passengers  all  got  out  in  safety,  and  clam- 
bered up  the  bank,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  a 
third-class,  which  was  three  carriages  from  the  end  of 
the  train,  and  which  had  fallen  upon  the  side  from 
which  the  door  opened,  the  other  door  being  locked. 
The  key,  however,  was  ultimately  obtained  from  the 
guard,  and  the  passengers  were  in  the  course  of  being 
extricated,  when  the  Greenock  train  came  up  at  a  rapid 
pace  and  ran  into  the  disabled  carriages.  The  effects  of 
the  collision  were  tremendous.  The  three  empty  car- 
riages behind  from  which  the  passengers  had  fortunately 
escaped,  were  smashed  to  atoms,  or  doubled  over  each 
other  as  if  they  had  been  boxes  of  paper.  In  the  third- 
class,  already  referred  to,  an  elderly  woman,  belonging 
to  Kilmarnock,  was  killed  on  the  spot ;  a  young  man 
named  Kerr,  also  from  the  same  place,  had  his  arm 
broken.  Mrs.  Lennox,  from  Duntochcr,  received  a 
severe  wound  on  the  head,  and  had  her  ancle  bruised ; 
and  her  son,  a  boy  between  eight  and  nine  years  of  age, 
had  his  thigh  bone  broken.  Several  other  passengers 
were  hurt  but  not  dangerously.  The  authorities  are 
investigating  the  case. 

A  man  has  been  Frozen  to  Death  near  Rochester. 
William  Salmon,  a  married  man  with  a  large  family, 
had  been  drinking  pretty  freely  at  a  public  house.  His 
road  home  was  across  some  open  fields,  where  there  was 
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no  shelter,  and  all  traces  of  the  footpath  were  'effaced. 
He  was  seen  by  some  men  who  were  passing  that  way, 
between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  to 
whom  he  observed  that  he  could  not  get  along.  They 
thought  he  was  joking,  and,  after  persuading  him  to 
make  another  trial,  left  him.  Early  next  morning  his 
dead  body  was  found  near  the  spot. 

Two  boilermakers  and  two  colliers  have  perished  by  A 
Boiler-explosion  at  a  colliery^in  Darlaston.  While  one 
boiler  was  under  repair,  a  second  one  burst.  The  cause 
is  not  ascertained. 

The  fine  steamship  Mauritius,  of  1S0O  tons  burden, 
belonging  to  the  General  Screw  Shipping  Navigation 
Company,  was  totally  Destroyed  by  Fire  in  the  South- 
ampton Docks  on  the  16th. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen  held  a  chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter 
on  the  13th  instant,  when  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  and  the 
Earl  of  EUesmere  were  elected  Knights  Companions  of 
the  Order.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  already  a  Knight  of 
the  Thistle,  was  also  elected  to  the  Order  of  the  Garter, 
retaining,  by  her  Majesty's  express  command,  the 
Order  of  the  Thistle" 

The  Queen  and  court  left  Windsor  for  Buckingham 
Palace  on  the  loth  instant.  By  command  of  the  Queen, 
32  of  the  Grenadier  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards  wounded 
at  Alma,  Inkermann,  and  in  theHrenches  before  Sebas- 
topol,  assembled  at  Buckingham  Palace  on  the  20th 
instant,  and  were  inspected  by  her  Majesty,  who  was 
accompanied  by  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment.  Her  Majesty  attended  by  the 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  questioned  every  soldier  about  his 
wounds,  and  afterwards  received  from  Mr.  Brown, 
Surgeon-Major  of  the  regiment,  a  report  of  the  state  of 
the  invalids.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  Prince  Alfred,  and 
Prince  Arthur  followed  the  Queen  and  Prince  during 
the  examination  of  the  wounded  men. 

A  deputation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Enniskillen,  with 
the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  at  their  head,  have  presented 
an  address  to  Major  Maude  on  the  occasion  of  his  return 
home  from  the  Crimea. 

The  vestry  of  Marylebone  have  presented  an  address 
to  Sir  DeLLacy  Evans  on  his  return  from  the  Crimea. 
In  reply,  Sir  De  Lacy,  after  warmly  thanking  them, 
made  some  observations  on  public  affairs.  The  present 
contest,  he  said,  is  even  more  momentous  than  that  in 
which  England  engaged  after  the  French  revolution  ; 
and  in  all  his  military  career  he  had  never  been  more 
arduously  employed.  It  was  not  his  desire  to  touch 
upon  political  questions  ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he  must 
say,  he  had  lamented  to  see  a  man  as  Prime  Minister, 
who,  although  he  bore  a  most  unexceptional  character 
in  other  respects,  was  wholly  and  entirely  unqualified 
to  perform  ,the  duties  of  that  office  so  as  to  insure  a 
proper  and  energetic  conduct  of  the  war.  It  was 
therefore  with  no  small  amount  of  gratification  that  he 
found  a  change  of  government  had  taken  place.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  thought  that  any  very  great 
advantage  would  be  obtained  by  the  removal  of  the 
War  Minister.  He  thought,  amongst  his  class,  there 
was  to  be  found  very  few  better  men  than  the  poor 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  who,  in  Sir  De  Lacy's  opinion, 
had  been  somewhat  victimised.  They  had,  however, 
now  at  the  head  of  the  government  one  whose  energy 
was  well  known,  and  one  to  whom,  he  thought,  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  parliament  and  the  public  to 
give  their  most  cordial  support. 

The  Lord  Mayor  had  a  great  dinner  at  the  Mansion 
House  on  the  6th  inst.,  which  was  rendered  remarkable 
by  the  presence  and  speeches  of  Sir  Charles  Napier  and 
the  Earl  of  Cardigan.  Sir  Charles  began  by  contrasting 
his  position  with  that  of  Lord  Cardigan.  If,  he  said, 
an  officer  who  had  performed  prodigies  of  valour  like 
his  noble  friend  felt  proud  at  his  reception  on  that 
occasion,  "  how  must  I  feel,  who  have  returned  from 
my  command  having  hardly  performed  any  service  at 
all,  and  been  censured  by  the  government  and  dismissed 
from  my  command."  "  I  repeat,"  he  said,  when  voices 
called  "  No,  no  !  " — "  Dismissed  from  my  command !  " 
It  would  be  expected  (he   proceeded)  that  he  should 


give  an  account  of  the  very  small  service  performed  by 
that  magnificent  fleet  in  the  Baltic.  It  was  magnificent 
"  to  a  degree,  but  it  was  very  badly  manned  and  worse 
disciplined  ;  but,  however,  we  managed  to  take  it  to 
the  Baltic  without  pilots,  without  charts,  all  the  officers 
being  perfectly  unacquainted  with  that  sea  and  the 
difficulties  of  its  navigation,  and  we  succeeded  in  getting 
there  in  perfect  safety.  Now,  the  first  object  I  had  in 
view  was  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  satisfy  the  wishes 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  I  was  quite  aware  when 
I  went  there  that  not  one-tenth  part  of  what  was 
expected  could  be  performed  ;  but  nevertheless  I  was 
determined  to  do  the  best  I  possibly  could."  He 
described  how  he  gave  the  Russians  a  chance  by 
dividing  his  fleet  in  two,  but  they  would  not  come  out ; 
how  he  found  an  attack  upon  Cronstadt  impracticable  ; 
how  he  then  went  to  Bomarsund.  "  I  had  written  before 
to  the  English  government,  proposing  to  attack  Bomar- 
sund. I  wanted  no  other  troops  to  go  there ;  I  had 
troops  enough ;  but  the  French  Admiral  thought  it 
more  proper  to  have  some.  The  French  government 
sent  out  ten  thousand  troops.  I  did  not  want  them. 
They  had  much  better  have  been  employed  at  Sebas- 
topol.  I  only  asked  for  one  or  two  thousand  men, 
to  make  the  thing  more  sure ;  but  I  could  have 
done  the  thing  without  them ;  and  I  wrote  home  to 
that  effect.  However,  the  government  sent  out  ten 
thousand.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  how  quickly  the 
thing  was  done.  Bomarsund  was  taken  in  no  time." 
Next  he  came  to  his  treatment  by  the  authorities  at 
home.  "  I  have  been  very  much  censured  by  the 
government.  Great  clamour  has  been  raised  against 
me,  and  instead  of  the  government  discountenancing 
that  clamour,  they  have  actually  supported  it."  When 
it  was  known  that  the  French  army  intended  to  return 
home,  the  government  became  dissatisfied  and  ordered 
a  council  of  war.  The  whole  subject  was  thoroughly 
considered  by  a  marshal  of  France,  a  French  admiral, 
a  general  of  French  engineers,  and  three  British 
admirals  ;  and  they  decided  that  nothing  further  could 
be  done.  The  Admiralty  listened  to  the  advice  of  an 
officer  of  engineers,  and  ordered  another  council  of 
war.  The  French  general  and  admiral  felt  insulted 
by  the  proposal,  and  refused  to  join  in  such  a  step. 
"  The  government  at  home  was  not  satisfied  with  that. 
The  French  general  of  engineers  sent  another  report 
home,  still  more  bare  than  the  first  ;  and  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  say  that  we  all  concurred  in  condemning 
that  opinion  also  ;  and  the  French  army  returned  home  ; 
and  I  believe,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
had  they  gone  up  the  Gulf  of  Finland  again,  instead  of 
returning  home,  our  fleet  would  have  been  totally  lost." 
However,  Sir  Charles  made  another  survey,  and  sent 
home  a  report.  "  At  the  moment  it  was  reported  that 
Sebastopol  was  taken,  it  was  also  asked  '  Why  does  not 
Admiral  Napier  take  St.  Petersburgh  and  Cronstadt  ? ' 
and  in  fact  it  was  asked,  '  Why  do  you  not  go  on  and 
take  Moscow  ? '  Now,  I  did  not  expect  that  the 
Admiralty  could  join  in  that  clamour.  I  say,  I  certainly 
never  expected  that  they  could  be  so  mean  and  despi- 
cable as  to  join  in  that  clamour,  in  order  to  bring  odium 
upon  a  naval  officer  who  had  done  the  best  in  his  power 
to  bring  honour  and  credit  to  his  country.  What  did  I 
do  ?  I  sent  home  a  clear  and  detailed  account  to  the 
Admiralty,  stating  to  them  my  opinions,  and  what  ap- 
pliances were  necessary  in  order  to  take  Sveaborg. 
What  did  the  Admiralty  do  ?  Now  I  mention  this 
particularly  and  plainly,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no 
mistake  whatever,  because,  if  the  government  have  the 
least  spirit  about  them,  they  will  immediately  discharge 
me  and  turn  me  out  of  the  service.  The  Admiralty 
perverted  my  language.  They  not  only  did  that,  but 
they  wrote  to  me  the  most  goading  letters  they  could 
possibly  write :  they  asked  me  why  I  did  not  take 
Sveaborg,  and  do  this,  that,  and  the  other.  They 
received  my  letter,  giving  an  account  of  how  Sveaborg 
might  be  taken,  on  the  4th  of  October,  the  very  day  the 
reports  reached  this  country  of  the  taking  of  Sebastopol. 
On  the  9th  of  October  the  news  came  that  Sebastopol 
was  not  taken  ;  but  the  Admiralty  had  not  the  plain 
straightforward  dealing  or  the  honesty  to  write  and 
apologise  to  me  ;  but  they  perverted  what  I  had  written, 
and  which  gave  them  a  plan  for  the  taking  of  Sveaborg. 
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I  was  not  going  to  stand  that.    I  am  not  the  man  to  put 
up  with  an  insult.     I  remonstrated  most  strongly  ;  but, 
after  all  my  remonstrances,  the  Admiralty  persisted  still 
in  saying  that  I  had  led  them  astray.   What  could  I  do  ? 
I  was  not  going  to  be  driven  into  all  this,  particularly 
as  Sir  James  Graham,  during  the  whole  time  I  was  in 
the  Baltic,  had  written  to  me  calling  upon  me  to  beware 
of  stone  walls— not  to  risk  her    Majesty's  fleet— that 
thete  stone  walls  were  not  to  be  trusted,  and  saying, 
'  When  you  were  going  to  the  Baltic,  you  were  gene- 
rally accused  of  want  of  discretion,  but  now  you  have 
proved   yourself  a  consummate   Commander-in-Chief.' 
After   that  came    the    most    insulting   and   degrading 
letters  ever  addressed  to  an  officer :    and  I  mention  this 
particularly,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  throughout  the  world, 
and  that  Sir  James  Graham  will  be   prevented  from 
ever    sitting    again     in    the    administration     as    first 
lord  of    the   Admiralty.       I   state  it   to    the    public, 
and  I  wish  it  to  be  known,  that,  had  I  followed  the 
advice  of  Sir  James  Graham,  I  should  most  inevitably 
have  left  the  fleet  behind  me  in   the  Baltic.     I   will 
prove  it  before  all  the  world ;  and  if  Sir  James  Graham 
has  one  single  bit  of  honour  in  him,  he  will  never  take 
his  seat  at  the  Admiralty  until  this  matter  is  cleared  up  ; 
and  I  have  no  right  ever  to  be  employed  again,  and  I 
ought  to  be  scratched  off  the  navy  list,  if  I   am  not 
telling  the  truth.     I  am  taking  the  first  opportunity, 
and  perhaps  the  only  one  I  may  have,  of  making  this 
statement  publicly  as  I  now  do;  and  I  am  perfectly 
ready  to  answer  for  my  conduct   before  the  House  of 
Commons,  whenever  they  choose  to  call  upon  me  to  do 
so."     The  Earl  of  Cardigan's  health  was  drunk  with 
"  three  times  three."  In  commencing  a  most  interesting 
address,  he  spoke  of  his  embarrassing  position — many 
things   weighed   heavily   on   his   mind.     He   not  only 
recollected  that  he  was  there  on   account   of  a  recent 
engagement  in  the  Crimea ;  but  he  felt  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  say  anything  about  the  war  without  touching 
upon  some  of  those  subjects  now  occupying  the  public 
mind  and  parliament.     "  I  think  you  must  clearly  see 
that  it  would  be  by  no  means  fitting  or  proper  for  me, 
in   the   situation   which   I   hold— that   of  a  high  staff 
position  in  the  army — to  enter  into  that  subject."     He 
then  gave  an  account  of  how  he  had  been  employed  at 
the  seat  of  war.     "It  was  my  good  fortune,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  be  sent  forward  by  the  commander  of  the 
forces   to   the   outposts  with   the  light  cavalry  in  the 
direction  of  the  Danube.     It  was  not  well  known  where 
the   Russians   were   at  the  time   when    the    siege    of 
Silistria  was  being  carried  on,   and  I  was   ordered  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  their  army  and  outposts.     I  had 
to  patrol  the  whole  of  the  country  by  detachments  of 
troops  under  my  command.  I  received  a  very  peremptory 
order  from  head-quarters,  by  no  means  unsatisfactory  to 
me,   immediately   to   proceed   with   a   strong   body    of 
cavalry  to  ascertain  what  had  become   of  the  Russian 
army  ;  for  the  siege  of  Silistria  had  been  raised,  arid  the 
commander-in-chief  was  totally  ignorant  of  whether  the 
Russians  were  about  to  advance  towards   Varna,   and 
attack   our    position,   or    retreat    towards    their    own 
country.     You   can   easily   imagine    that    this    was   a 
somewhat  anxious  undertaking,  and  one  that  required 
considerable     caution.      We     might    have     come     at 
any  moment  upon  the  Russian   army  or  its   outposts. 
We  travelled  over  the  country,  which  I  may  call  a  per- 
fectly wild  desert,  for  three  hundred  miles.     My  orders 
were  to  proceed  as  far  as  Trajan's  Wall  or  the  confines 
of  the  Dobrutscha.    We  marched  a  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  without  ever  seeing  a  human  being,  nor  saw  a 
single  house  in  a  state  of  repair,  or  inhabited,  and  not  an 
animal  to  be  seen  except  those  which  inhabit  the  wildest 
regions.  Having  ascertained  that  the  Russian  army  had 
retreated  by  Babadagh,  and  having  given  the  informa- 
tion to  the  commander-in-chief  by  means  of  my  aide- 
de-camp,  Captain  Maxse,  whom  I  sent  back,  I  proceeded 
on  a  very  interesting  march,  patrolling  along  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  to  Rutschuk  and  Silistria,  and  returned 
from  thence  by  that  grand  fortress  Schumla,  which  has 
been  often  attacked,   but  never  taken,  it  being  in  fact 
impregnable.     Returning  from   those  parts  to  Varna, 
then  came  the  order  to  proceed  to  the  Crimea.     And 
here  I  must  say  that  was  a  grand  object,  a  noble  under- 
taking, and  worthy  of  the  ambition  of  two  great  and 


powerful  nations.     Immediately  after  lauding  in   the 
Crimea,  the  person  who  has  now  the  honour  of  address- 
ing you  was  employed  with  a  strong  body  of  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  infantry,  in  endeavouring  to  cut  off  some 
Russian  cavalry  supposed  to  be  marching  to  Simpher- 
opol.     I  am  sorry  to  say  I  did  not  succeed,  for  I  never 
could  find  the  Russians.     A  few  days  afterwards  came 
that  glorious  affair,  the  battle  of  the  Alma.     And  here 
I  must  say  that  nothing,  according  to  my  humble  judg- 
ment, could  be  so  perfect  as  the  preparations  which  were 
made  by  a  great  army  for  that  attack.     There  was  to  be 
seen  the  advantage  of  the .  preparation  that  had  been 
made  for  the  attack.     The  columns  of  our   infantry, 
which  had  previously  marched  in  perfect  order,  instantly 
deployed  into  three  lines  and  advanced  down  the  hill, 
crossing  and  fording  the  river,  and  ascending  the  oppo- 
site side   marched  straight  into   the   batteries   on   the 
heights,  which  appeared  to  be  impregnable,  and  drove 
out  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  the  Russian  army  of 
forty-five  thousand  men  in  the  short  space  of  two  hours 
and  a  half.    The  arm  of  the  force  in  which  I  served  had 
not  the  honour  of  being  engaged  on  that  occasion  in 
anything  of   importance.      We  had  the  advantage   of 
sitting  on  our  horses  under  a  heavy  fire  for  a  long  period, 
and  in  that  position,  witnessed  the  glorious  exploits  of 
our  brother  soldiers.      Soon  after  this  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Balaklava  ;    and,  unfortunately,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  that  battle,  our  allies  the  Turks  disap- 
peared from  their  position  in  a  very  short  time,  without 
carrying  on  any  contest  with  the  enemy.    It  was  late  in 
the  afternoon  when  I  received  an  order  to  attack  the 
Russian  forces  in  the  valley,  consisting  of  a  long  line  of 
guns  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  batteries.    I  received  that 
order  and  I  obeyed  it.     I  delivered  that  order  myself  to 
the  brigade  under  my  command — I  ordered  it  to  march 
— I  ordered  it  to  advance— I  ordered  it  to  attack  the 
Russians  in  the  valley.     But,  my  Lord,  I  must  say  this, 
that  I  should  upon  that  occasion— it  being  my  duty  to 
give  the  order  to  the  brigade,  I  did  it,  though  I  deeply 
regretted  it  at  the  time— I  am  sure,  I  say,  I  should  have 
much  more  deeply  regretted  it  afterwards,  if  anything 
had   prevented  my   performing  the  rest  of  my  duty, 
which  was  to  share  the  danger  with  those   brave  men. 
Whatever  danger  those  troops  incurred,  I  shared  it  with 
them.    We  proceeded  down  and  along  a  gradual  descent 
of  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  with  the  batteries 
vomiting  forth  shell,  round  and  grape  shot — a  battery 
on  the  right,  and  a  battery  on  the  left  flank,  and  all  the 
intermediate  ground  covered  with  Russian  riflemen  ;  so 
that  when  we  came  down  within  a  distance  of  fifty  yards 
of  the  mouths  of  the  artillery,  we  were  truly  and  in  fact 
surrounded  and  encircled  by  a  blaze  of  fire,  in  addition 
to  the  fire  from  the  riflemen  upon  our  flanks.     As  we 
ascended  the  hill,  the  oblique  fire  of  the  artillery  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  our  rear.      We  had  therefore  a 
strong  fire  upon  our  front,  our  flanks,  and  our  rear.  We 
entered  the  battery — we  went  through  the  battery — the 
two  leading  regiments  cutting  down  a  great  number  of 
the  Russian  gunners.      In  two  regiments  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  lead,  every  officer,   with  one  exception, 
was  either  killed  or  wounded,  or  had  his  horse  shot  or 
wounded  under  him.     Those  regiments  proceeded,  fol- 
lowed by  the  second  line,  consisting  of  two  more  cavalry 
regiments,  which  continued  to  perform  the  duty  of  cut- 
ting down  the  Russian  artillerymen.     Then  came  the 
third  line,  formed  of  another  regiment,  which  was  also 
employed  in  carrying  out  the  duty  assigned  to  the  bri- 
gade.    The  result  was  that  this  body  of  about  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy  men  succeeded  in  passing  through  the 
mass  of  Russian  cavalry,  which,  as  we  have  learned  since, 
was  five   thousand  two  hundred  strong,   and  having 
broken  through  that  mass,  they  went,  according  to  our 
technical  expression,  'threes  about,' and  retired  in  the 
same  way,  doing  as  much  execution  in  their  course  as 
they  possibly  could.     Upon  returning  up  the  hill  which 
we  had  descended  in  the   attack,  we  had  to  run  the 
same  gauntlet,  and   to   incur  the  same  risk,  from  the 
flank  fire  of  the  tirailleurs  which  we  had  encountered  in 
commencing  the  advance.     Numbers  of  our  men  were 
shot  down,  men  and  horses  were  lulled,  and  many  of 
those  brave  soldiers  who  had  lost  their  horses  were  shot 
down  when  endeavouring  to  make  their  escape.     But 
what  was   the  feeling,  and  what  the  bearing,  of  those 
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men  who  returned  to  the  position?  [Here  Lord  Car- 
Moan  appeared  to  be  greatly  affected,  and  shed  tears.'] 
Of  each  regiment  engaged  there  returned  but  a  smaB 
detachment — two-thirds  of  the  men  having  heen  de- 
stroyed ;  and  those  men,  when  they  arrived  at  the  sum- 
mit of  the  hill  from  whence  they  had  commenced  the 
attack  a  short  time  before,  gave  three  hearty  cheers  of 
triumph  and  rejoicing  at  the  exploit  which  they  had  per- 
formed.  For  they  had  ridden  over  a  Russian  battery,  and 
attacked  a  most  powerful  body  of  Russian  cavalry  in  its 
rear.  It  has  been  stated  that,  the  British  cavalry  is  of  a 
■very  inferior  description,  and  that  that  body  requires  a 
thorough  reform — that  it  is  badly  ofiicered,  being 
officered  by  gentlemen  of  too  high  a  rank  in  the  country 
— and  that  it  ought  to  be  better  ofiicered.  I  will  only 
say  this,  that  I  do  not  think  you  will  find  any  body  of 
officers  more  careful  of  their  men  than  those  officers 
who  now  live,  command,  and  perform  their  duties  in 
the  cavalry  regiments  of  this  country,  or  that  you  will  find 
any  regiments  in  the  world  where  there  is  such  a  mutual 
and  sincere  attachment  between  the  officers  and  men  as 
exists  m  our  cavalry.  The  officers  are  at  all  times 
perfectly  ready  to  assist  and  attend  to  the  comforts 
of  their  men.  The  men  are  so  attached  to  their  officers, 
that  wherever  those  officers  lead  them,  in  the  cause  of 
honour  and  glory,  those  men  are  sure  to  follow.  In 
conclusion,  I  will  only  say  that  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  escaped  the  dangers  of  that  attack  there  exist 
reflections  of  which  they  cannot  divest  themselves. 
I  think  that  every  man  who  was  engaged  in  that  affair 
at  Balaklava,  and  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  survive 
it,  must  feel  that  it  was  only  by  a  merciful  decree  of 
Almighty  Providence  that  he  was  saved  from  the 
greatest  certainty  of  death  which  could  by  possibility  be 
imagined."  Lord  Cardigan's  speech  was  received 
throughout  with  enthusiastic  cheers. 

Mr.  Archibald  Prentice,  formerly  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  '  Manchester  Times'  has  received  a 
substantial  testimonial  of  the  respect  of  his  friends  for 
his  public  services  during  a  period  of  thirty  years, 
consisting  of  an  investment  of  1,500/.,  the  produce  of  a 
subscription  amongst  them,  in  a  life  annuity  of  150/.  for 
the  lives  of  himself  and  Mrs.  Prentice. 

The  Queen  has  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Justin 
Sheil,  C.B.,  some  time  her  Majesty's  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Shah  of 
Persia,  to  be  an  Ordinary  Member  of  the  Civil  Division 
of  the  Second  Class,  or  Knights  Commanders,  of  the 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

The  Earl  of  Dundonald,  on  the  nomination  of  Prince 
Albert,  has  been  elected  an  Honorary  Elder  Brother  of 
the  Trinity  House. 

Lord  John  Russell  left  his  residence  in  Chesham- 
place  on  the  20th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
on  his  diplomatic  visit  to  Vienna. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  at  the  India  House  on 


the  7th  instant,  Major-General  Sir  Henry  Somerset, 
K.C.B.,  was  appointed  Commauder-in-chief  of  the  East 
India  Company's  Forces  on  the  Bombay  Establishment, 
and  Second  Member  of  Council  at  that  Presidency. 


©bttttavy  at  §.at*Mt  30trs>on£. 

Sir  John  Muir  Mackenzie,  Bart.,  of  t)elvinc,  county  uf 
Perth,  died  ou  the  1st  inst.,  iu  Loudon,  aged  forty -nine. 

Mr.  O.  Smith,  of  the  Adelphi  Theatre,  died  on  the  3rd  inst. 

Mr.  Forbes,  of  Callendar,  MP.,  died  at  his  seat,  in  Stirling- 
shire, on  the  10th  hist.  This  event  will  create  a  vacancy  in 
the  representation  of  that  county,  for  which  Mr.  Forbes  had 
been  member  for  many  years.  Mr.  Forbes  was  in  his  forty- 
ninth  year. 

Count  de  Bruhl,  once  famous  as  the  principal  antagonist 
of  Phillidor,  the  celebrated  chess-player,  died  on  the  Gthinst., 
at  his  residence,  Chingford,  Essex,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year 
of  his  age. 

Kosrew  Pacha,  ex-Grand  Vizier,  chief  of  the  Russian  party 
in  Turkey,  lias  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-five. 

The  Prussian  General  d'Asler,  the  designer  of  the  fortress 
of  Ehrenbreitstein,  opposite  Coblentz,  has  died  in  Berlin. 

General  Viscount  O'Neil  died  on  the  12th  inst. ,  at  Shanes 
Castle,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of 
his  age. 

A  man  named  Faeeice  Lepage  has  died  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Berne,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  He  was  cook  to 
Robespierre,  and  under  the  Reign  of  Tfrror  took  the  name  of 
Coriolanus.  He  retired  to  Switzerland  in.  1S16,  and  has  re- 
mained there  ever  since. 

At  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Hoxton  House,  on  27th  January, 
a  woman,  formerly  a  domestic  servant,  agod  one  hundred  and 
three  years.     She  had  been  twelve  years  a  maniac. 

The'Duke  of  Genoa,  only  brother  of  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
died  at  Turin  on  the  10th  inst.,  aged  thirty-two.  He  had  been 
suffering  from  illness  for  some  time. 

Lady  Harriet  Elliott,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Earl 
Minto,  and  sister  of  Lady  John  Russell,  died  on  the  9th  inst., 
after  a  protracted  illness,  at  the  Hotel  Meuriee,  iu  Paris,  in 
the  twenty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

The  Hon.  General  Sir  Patrick  Stuart,  brother  of  the  late 
Lord  Blantyre,  died  on  the  7th  inst.,  at  Eaglescarnie,  Had- 
dingtonshire, in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

General  Sir  W.  C.  Eustace,  C.B.  and  K.C.H.,  died  at  Sam- 
ford  Hall,  Essex,  on  the  8th  inst.,  aged  seventy-three. 

Vice-Admiral  Brian  Hodgson  died  at  his  seat  in  Cumber- 
land on  the  7th  inst.,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 

Mr.  Pryse  Loveden,  M.P.  for  the  Cardigan  District 
Boroughs,  died  on  the  1st  inst.,  aged  thirty-nine. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Vivian,  M.P.  for  Swansea,  died,  after  a  few- 
weeks'  illness,  at  his  residence.  Singleton,  near  Swansea,  on 
the  10th  inst.,  in  his  seventieth  year.. 

The  Rev.  G.  Fletcher,  a  Wesleyan  Minister,  who  was  bom 
on  Feb.  2,  1747,  at  Clarbrouf,  in  Nottinghamshire,  died  eta 
the  2nd  inst.,  at  the  extraordinary  age  of  one  hundred  and 
eight. 

M.  Varnavas  Pangalos,  the  oldest  of  the  patriots  who 
struggled  for  the  independence  of  Greece,  and  one  of  those 
who  sacrificed  a  large  fortune  to  the  cause,  has  just  died  at 
Athens,  at  the  still  moie  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and 
eleven  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hume  died  on  the  20th  inst.,  at  his  seat,  Burn- 
ley Hall,  Norfolk,  in  the  seventy -ninth  year  of  his  age. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  brings  dates  from  Bombay'to  the 
16th  ult.  The  most  important  news  is  the  despatch  by 
the  overland  route  of  the  first  reinforcements  from  India 
to  the  army  in  the  Crimea.  The  first  division  of  the 
10th  Hussars  left  Bombay  on  the  10th  of  January  on 
board  the  "  Punjaub  "  and  "  Sultana."  The  remainder 
of  the  regiment  were  to  sail  in  about  ten  days.  Alto- 
gether they  will  muster  650  sabres.  The  14th  Dragoons, 
equally  strong,  were  also  on  their  way  to  Bombay  to 
embark  for  the  Crimea  via  Suez.  The  Christmas  festi- 
vities at  Calcutta  were  of  the  most  magnificent  kind,  in 
honour  of  the  visits  of  the  Burmese  Ambassador,  and 
the  Rajah  of  Putteeala.  "When  the  entertainments  had 
been  brought  to  a  close,  the  Burmese  Envoy  had  an 
interview  with  his  Excellency  to  take  leave  on  his  return 
to  Ava.  As  is  usual  on  these  occasions  certain  ceremo- 
nies were  gone  through,  when  to  the  great  surprise  of 
the  Governor-General,  the  Burmese  Ambassador  an- 
nounced, "  That  he  came  by  the  command  of  the  King  of 
Ava  to  saek  restitution  of  the  whole  of  the  captured 
provinces  in  Burmah  ! "     This  modest  demand  was  at 


once  met  by  his  Excellency  in  the  following  brief  but 
pertinent  reply — "  Tell  the  King  of  Ava  that  as  long  as 
the  sun  shines  in  the  heavens  the  British  flag  shall  wave 
over  their  posessions."  This  soon  brought  the  inter- 
view to  a  termination,  and  the  representatives  retired. 
The  Rajah  of  Putteeala,  who  is  the  chief  of  the  largest 
of  the  five  protected  Sikh  States,  intends  to  visit  England, 
attended  by  a  numerous  suite,  where  he,  no  doubt,  will 
create  a  great  sensation. 

The  intelligence  from  China  is  unfavourable  for  the 
rebels.  The  Pekin  Gazette  states  that  they  have 
recently  been  defeated  in  many  encounters,  and  that 
several  important  cities  have  been  retaken  from  them. 
There  was  a  large  British  and  American  force  at  Canton 
assembled  to  protect  the  foreign  residents  in  case  of  an 
assault  by  the  rebels. 

Advices  from  Melbourne  down  to  the  23rd  November 
state  that  Sir  Charles  Hotham   had   given  the  royal 
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assent  to  the  Convict  Prevention  Bill,  under  which 
convicts  with  conditional  pardons  are  prohibited  all 
entrance  into  Victoria.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a 
similar  bill  has  been  already  disallowed  by  the  Imperial 
Government.  In  consequence  of  abuses  which  have 
crept  into  the  administration  of  every  branch  of  govern- 
ment, Sir  Charles  Hotham  has  issued  commissions  of 
inquiry  into  the  finances,  the  police,  the  gold-fields,  and 
the  squatting  question.  The  estimates  for  the  year, 
laid  before  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  23rd,   had 


astonished  the  public.  A  sanguine  estimate  of  revenue 
for  1855  places  it  at  3,015,683/.  The  expenditure  is  put 
down  at  4,801,292;.;  the  deficiency  heing  1,785,609/. 
There  was  a  general  impression  two  years  ago  that  the 
attractions  of  the  gold-fields  would  deprive  the  wool- 
growers  of  labour  to  an  extent  to  cause  a  very  consider- 
able decrease  in  the  production  of  wool.  This  fear 
has  not  been  realised  ;  for  the  quantity  exported  has 
increased  from  21,705,104  pounds  in  1853  to  22,598,088 
in  1854. 


NAEEATIVE  OF  FOEEIGN  EVENTS. 


The  Siege  of  Sebastopol  progresses  slowly.  The 
following  despatches  have  been  received  from  Lord 
Itaglan : — 

"  Before  Sebastopol,  Jan.  13th.  _ 
"The  weather  continues  very  severe,  and  to-day  it 
blows  a  gale  of  wind,  with  drifting  snow.  Although  I 
have  not  received  the  official  report  from  the  officer 
commanding  the  4th  Division,  the  officer  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General's department,  whose  duty  it  is  to  visit 
the  advanced  posts  at  daylight,  has  brought  in  an 
account  of  a  sortie  made  by  the  Russians  in  the  course 
of  last  night  upon  our  right  and  left  attack,  the  enemy 
advancing,  under  protection  of  a  heavy  cannonade, 
along  the  Woronzow  road  and  the  ravine  on  our  extreme 
left.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  driving  in  the  troops  in 
the  advanced  trench,  which  was  not  re-occupied  until 
the  reserves  were  brought  forward  from  the  second 
parallel.  A  party  in  pits  on  the  right  of  the  advanced 
trench,  consisting  of  one  sergeant  and  thirteen  rank  and 
file,  are  missing,  and  one  officer  and  thirty-six  privates 
are  stated  to  be  wounded.  The  time  for  the  despatch 
of  the  mail  being  at  hand,  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  send  your  grace  to-day  a  more  accurate 
statement  of  this  affair. 

"  I  enclose  a  return  of  casualties  between  the  8th 
and  11th. 

"  Great  progress  is  making  in  disembarking  and 
issuing  to  the  troops  vast  quantities  of  warm  clothing  of 
all  descriptions,  and  I  believe  I  may  assert  that  every 
man  in  this  army  has  received  a  second  blanket,  a  Jersey 
frock,  flannel  drawers,  and  socks,  and  some  kind  of 
winter  coat,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  great  coat.  The 
provision  of  fuel  is  still  a  great  difficulty.  Every  effort 
is  making,  and  with  tolerable  success,  in  landing  and 
putting  up  the  huts ;  their  great  weight  (two  and  a 
half  tons  each)  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  their  conveyance 
to  the  camp,  with  our  limited  transport.  Each  hut 
requires  three  stripped  artillery  waggons,  with  from 
eight  to  ten  horses  each,  or  ISO  men.  Much  sickness 
continues  to  prevail." 

"  Jan.  23: — Nothing  has  occurred  of  importance  in 
our  front ;  but  the  enemy  has  occasionally  opened  a  fire 
upon  our  left  attack,  and  Mr.  Spalding,  a  fine  young 
man,  an  acting  mate  of  her  Majesty's  ship  London,  and 
in  charge  of  the  battery,  was  unfortunately  killed  by  a 
round  shot  the  day  before  yesterday.  His  loss  is  deeply 
deplored.  I  enclose  the  return  of  casualties  to  the 
21st  instant. 

"  The  weather  has  become  milder  ;  but  the  country 
is  in  a  dreadful  state  from  melted  snow.  The  army  is 
well  supplied  with  warm  clothing  ;  and  if  the  commis- 
sariat were  adequately  provided  with  transport,  and  the 
huts  could  be  at  once  brought  up,  there  would  be  no 
other  cause  of  suffering  than  the  severity  of  a  Crimean 
winter,  and  the  duties  imposed  of  carrying  on  a  siege  in 
such  a  climate  at  this  season  of  the  year." 

"  Jan.  27: — I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your 
Grace  that  the  weather  continues  fine.  There  are 
severe  frosts  at  night ;  but  the  sun  shines  brightly 
through  the  day,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  wind,  which, 
whilst  it  continued,  added  considerably  to  the  sufferings 
of  the  troops.  Every  exertion  is  making,  by  public 
transport  and  individually,  in  getting  huts  up  ;  but  this 
is  a  most  difficult  operation,  and  the  ground  is  still  so 
rotten  that  it  is  a  most  arduous  labour  to  pass  along  it. 
The  extremely  confined  space  of  Balaklava,  and  the  vast 
accumulation  of  stores,  has  obliged  me  to  erect  huts  at 


some  distance  outside  the  town  for  their  reception.  I 
enclose  the  list  of  casualties  to  the  25th  instant  inclusive." 
In  a  further  despatch,  dated  the  3rd  instant,  Lord 
Raglan  says  that  "  Nothing  has  occurred  in  front  of 
the  British  lines  "  since  the  27th  of  January.  In  front 
of  the  French  lines,  however,  there  had  been  some  stir, 
for  Lord  Raglan  goes  on  to  say  : — 

"  Before  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  the 
enemy  made  a  vigorous  sortie  on  the  most  advanced 
works  of  the  French  right ;  they  were  repulsed,  after  a 
sharp  contest,  in  the  most  gallant  manner  by  our  ally, 
who,  however,  sustained  some  loss." 

The  rest  of  Lord  Raglan's  despatch  is  as  follows  : — 
"  The  weather,  which  had  latterly  been  fine,  broke 
yesterday;  and,  after  a  rainy  evening,  there  was  a  fall 
of  snow  during  the  night,  and  there  is  again  a  frost, 
with  an  exceedingly  cold  wind.  The  materials  for  the 
railway  continue  to  arrive,  but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  pos- 
sible for  me  to  supply  the  amount  of  military  labour 
which  Mr.  Beatty  would  seem  to  require.  Nearly  200 
Croatians,  who  were  hired  at  Constantinople,  have 
arrived,  and  been  handed  over  to  him,  and  more  are 
expected,  and,  as  a  matter  of  experiment,  I  have  ob- 
tained 400  Tartars  from  Eupatoria." 

On  the  6th  of  February  Lord  Raglan  writes  as 
follows : — 

"  I  mentioned  to  your  Grace  on  Saturday  that  the 
weather  had  broken.  The  frost  was  very  severe  on  that 
night,  and  the  thermometer  down  at  13,  and  the  wind 
was  very  high  and  piercingly  cold.  Sunday  was  rather 
milder,  and  yesterday  was  fine.  To-day  the  glass  has 
fallen  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  rain.  I  am 
happy  to  state  that  the  medical  officers  consider  that  the 
general  condition  of  the  men  has  improved,  although 
apparently  there  is  no  diminution  in  the  number  of  the 
sick. 

"  The  enemy  has  made  no  movement  of  importance, 
but  great  convoys  of  waggons  have  been  observed  to  go 
into  Sebastopol,  laden  either  with  ammunition  or  pro- 
visions. I  enclose  the  casualties  to  the  4th  instant. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Collingwood  Dickson,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  an  excellent  officer,  whom  I  have  before  had 
occasion  to  bring  to  your  notice,  was  slightly  wounded 
on  the  4thinst.,  when  making  a  reconnoissance  in  com- 
pany with  some  French  officers." 

The  following  despatch  has  been  received  from  Sir 
Edward  Lyons,  dated  January  27th : — 

"  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information 
of  the  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
since  my  last  general  letter  of  the  23d  inst.  (No.  60),  the 
weather  has  been  particularly  fine.  The  health  of  the 
army  has  been  much  benefited  by  the  change.  A  good 
deal  of  progress  ha«  been  made  in  hutting  the  troops,  and 
distributing  the  clothing  which  has  been  so  liberally 
sent  out  from  England  ;  so  that  the  men  express  them- 
selves as  being  comfortable.  The  health  of  the  fleet 
and  of  the  naval  brigade  is  excellent.  The  men  are 
well  supplied  with  fresh  meat  and  vegetables,  and  also 
with  oranges  sent  from  Malta  by  Rear- Admiral  Stewart. 
The  fire  from  the  batteries  of  the  allies  has  increased 
during  the  last  week,  and  that  of  the  enemy  has  not 
slackened.  New  guns  have  been  mounted  in  our 
batteries  during  the  last  four  days.  On  the  24th  inst. 
I  passed  the  day  at  Balaklava  to  superintend  the  service 
going  on  there,  and  to  make  inquiries  and  examine  iuto 
matters  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  port  and  the 
transport  service.     I  met  Lord  Raglan  there,  by  appoint- 
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ment  ;  and  we  made  some  arrangements,  which  will,  I 
trust,  have  a  beneficial  effect.  —  I  have,  &c, — E.  C. 
Lyons,  Rear-Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief." 

The  private  letters  from  the  army  continue  to  give 
gloomy  account  of  official  maladministration ;  of  the 
sufferings,  disease,  and  mortality  among  the  troops. 
The  state  of  the  army,  however,  is  described  as 
improving,  the  weather  having  become  milder,  and 
supplies  of  necessaries  and  comforts  having  been 
received.  The  following  are  specimens  of  these  com- 
munications : 

Correspondent  of  the  Daily  News,  January  22nd : — 

"  A  few  of  the  huts  are  being  erected  in  camp.  They 
have  been  brought  up  from  Balaklava  wholly  by  the 
exertions  of  individual  regiments.  In  some  instances 
the  commanding  officer  has  sent  in  the  men  in  large 
bodies  as  large  as  could  be  spared  from  their  duties  in  the 
trenches,  and  each  man  has  returned  with  one  or  two 
planks  ;  bat  horses  assisting  in  bringing  up  the  heavier 
parts.  There  are  thirty-three  horse-loads  to  each  hut. 
Many  of  the  regiments  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  up  a 
hut,  the  men  having  been  employed  in  bringing  up 
clothing,  blankets,  or  rations ;  and  from  the  third 
division,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  camp  before  Sebas- 
topol,  to  the  second  division  on  the  extreme  right,  no 
regiment,  as  yet,  has  got  more  than  two  huts  in  course 
of  construction.  Very  little  of  the  warm  outer  clothing 
has  yet  been  issued ;  but  the  mild  weather  which  has 
prevailed  the  last  few  days  has  rendered  this  of  less 
importance.  Buffalo  robes  have  been  given  out  for  use 
in  the  tents.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  huts 
have  not  been  sooner  erected,  if  only  for  the  preservation 
of  these  and  other  valuable  articles  issued  to  the  men. 
It  is  almost  impossible  amidst  the  mud  and  damp  of  the 
tent  ground,  to  take  such  care  of  these  things  as  their 
value  demands.  On  the  partial  wooden  flooring  of  the 
huts  their  protection  could  be  easily  arranged.  The 
huts  for  the  officers  have  not  yet  arrived,  nor  has  the 
warm  clothing  intended  for  the  officers.  Officers,  how- 
ever, have  been  permitted,  by  application  at  the  Quarter- 
master-General's office,  to  obtain  articles  of  the  soldiers' 
warm  clothing  instead  of  those  expected  for  themselves, 
when  desirous  of  doing  so.  The  commissariat  officers 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of 
transport  animals  to  enable  them  to  supply  the  regi- 
ments in  camp  with  complete  rations  of  food  or  rum  ; 
nor  have  they  yet  been  able  to  comply  with  the  general 
order  desiring  them  to  furnish  the  troops  with  rations  of 
charcoal  or  other  fuel  and  light.  The  troops  quartered 
near  Balaklava  have  been  so  far  fortunate  that  they 
have  been  [able,  by  their  nearness  to  the  port,  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  abundant  supplies  in  store  there." 

Correspondent  of  Morning  Chronicle,  Jan.  25 :  "I 
am  sorry  to  be  unable  to  report  any  better  news  as  to 
tha  sanitary  condition  of  our  own  troops.  The  every- 
where-abounding slush  which  followed  the  thaw  has,  I 
need  hardly  say,  not  added  to  their  comforts,  and  dysen- 
tery was  rather  on  the  increase  than  otherwise.  Every- 
thing, however,  that  official  care  and  energy  could 
accomplish  was  being  done  to  reduce  the  discomforts  to 
a  minimum ;  and  if  the  improvement  in  the  weather 
which  has  now  set  in  here  extend  northwards,  Balaklava 
and  its  neighbourhood  will,  before  the  present  month  is 
out,  be  the  scene  of  much  less  physical  wretchedness 
than  has  unfortunately  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  allied  army 
hitherto." 

From  a  French  officer: — "The  English  army  is  no 
longer  an  army  ;  it  only  bears  the  name.  Of  the  56,000 
men  which  the  British  Government  sent  to  the  East, 
there  remains  at  this  moment  not  more  than  10,000  to 
11,000  ;  and  even  those  are  not  all  able  to  carry  arms.  I 
must  add,  that  there  are,  moreover,  about  10,000  in  the 
hospitals  of  Constantinople,  and  1000  in  the  ambulances 
at  Balaklava ;  the  remainder  are  gone  to  their  long 
home.  A  sad  result  of  the  two  principal  vices  in  the 
English  army :  the  officers,  with  few  exceptions,  have 
forgotten  how  to  conduct  a  campaign,  and  the  adminis- 
tration for  the  supply  of  provisions  is  absolutely  null." 

The  Times  correspondent,  on  Jan.  22,  says :  "  Deser- 
tions have  taken  place  to  the  enemy  both  from  the 
French  and  from  our  own  ranks ;  but  there  is  a  great 
disposition  to  exaggerate  them.     The  deserters  from  the 


French  have  generally  belonged  to  the  Foreign  Legion  ; 
the  deserters  from  the  English  have  generally  been  from 
the  young  draughts  and  from  regiments  just  sent  out. 
I  have  already  mentioned  the  case  of  a  man  in  the 
93rd,  who  was  killed  by  the  enemy  as  he  ap- 
proached their  pickets,  in  the  act  of  desertion.  A  sol- 
dier of  the  19th  was  since  killed  by  his  own  com- 
rades as  he  was  escaping  to  the  Russians  from  the  third 
parallel.  He  had  hinted  to  one  of  his  friends  in  the 
same  company  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  go  over 
to  the  Russians.  His  suggestion  was  received  by  a 
threat,  'If  you  attempt  to  run,  I'll  shoot  you,  as  sure 
as  you  are  a  living  man.'  The  fellow  watched  his  op- 
portunity, and,  slipping  across  the  parapet,  made  towards 
the  Russian  lines ;  but  his  friend  had  perceived  the 
man  and  called  on  his  comrades  to  fire.  They  did  so, 
and  missed  him;  and  he  ncared  the  Russian  picket. 
'  Here  goes  for  you  now,  according  to  promise,'  ex- 
claimed his  Achates  ;  and,  taking  a  long  aim,  he  stopped 
the  career  of  the  deserter,  and  dropped  him,  writhing 
and  bleeding,  in  front  of  the  Russian  videttes." 

The  same  correspondent,  on  Jan.  23,  describes  the 
management  of  the  Medical  Department :  "  A  circum- 
stance occurred  in  Balaklava  to-day  which  I  will  state 
for  the  calm  consideration  of  the  public  at  home,  with- 
out one  single  word  of  comment.  The  Charity,  an  iron 
screw-steamer,  is  at  present  in  harbour  for' the  receptinu 
of  sick  British  soldiers,  who  are  under  the  charge  of  a 
British  medical  officer.  That  officer  went  on  shore  to- 
day, and  made  an  application  to  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  government  stoves,  for  two  or  three  to  put  on  boai  d 
the  ship  to  warm  the  men.  '  Three  of  my  men,'  said 
he,  '  died  last  night  from  choleraic  symptoms,  brought 
on  in  their  present  state  from  the  extreme  cold  of  the 
ship,  and  I  fear  more  will  follow  them  from  the  same 
cause.'  'Oh!'  said  the  guardian  of  the  stoves,  '  you 
must  make  your  requisition  in  due  form,  send  it  up  to 
head-quarters,  and  get  it  signed  properly,  and  returned  ; 
and  then  I  will  let  you  have  the  stoves.'  '  But  my  men 
may  die  meantime.'  '  I  can't  help  that;  I  must  have 
the  requisition.'  '  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  there  are 
men  now  in  a  dangerous  state  whom  another  night  will 
certainly  kill.'  '  I  really  can  do  nothing  ;  I  must  have 
a  requisition  properly  signed  before  I  can  give  one  of 
these  stoves  away.'  '  For  God's  sake,  then,  lend  me 
some  ;  I'll  be  responsible  for  their  safety.'  '  I  really 
can  do  nothing  of  the  kind.'  'But,  consider,  this  re- 
quisition will  take  time  to  be  filled  up  and  signed,  and 
meantime  these  poor  fellows  will  go.'  '  I  cannot  help 
that.'  '  I'll  be  responsible  for  anything  you  do.'  '  Oh,  no, 
that  can't  be  done  ! '  '  Will  a  requisition  signed  by  the 
P.  M.  O.  of  this  place  be  of  any  use  ? '  'No.'  'Will  it 
answerifhe  takes  on  himself  the  responsibility  ?'  'Cer- 
tainly not.'  The  surgeon  went  off  in  sorrow  and  disgust. 
Such  are  the  '  rules '  of  the  service  in  the  hands  of  inca- 
pable and  callous  men.  But  here  is  a  special  fact  for  Dr. 
Smith,  the  head  of  the  British  Army  Medical  Depart- 
ment. A  surgeon  of  a  regiment  stationed  on  the  cliffs 
above  Balaklava,  who  has  about  40  sick  out  of  200  men, 
has  been  applying  to  the  authorities  in  the  town  for  the 
last  three  weeks  for  medicines,  all  simple  and  essential, 
and  cannot  get  one  of  them.  The  list  he  sent  in  was 
returned  with  the  observation,  '  We  have  none  of  these 
medicines  in  store.'  To-day  this  poor  surgeon,  too, 
came  down  with  his  last  appeal:  'Do,  I  beg  of  you, 
give  me  any  medicine  you  have  for  diarrhcea.'  '  We 
havn't  any.'  '  Anything  you  may  have  I'll  take.'  '  We 
havn't  any.'  '  Have  you  any  medicine  for  fever  you 
could  give  ?  Anything  you  can  let  me  have  I'll  take.' 
'  We  havn't  any.'  '  I  have  a  good  many  cases  of  rheu- 
matism among  my  men  :  can  you  let  me  have  any  me- 
dicines for  them  ?  '  '  We  havn't  any.'  Thus,  for  fever, 
rheumatism,  and  diarrhoea,  the  most  prevalent  com- 
plaints of  the  army,  there  were  no  specifics  whatever ; 
and  the  surgeon  returned  up  the  hill-side  with  the  bitter 
reflection  that  he  could  give  no  aid  to  the  unfortunate 
men  under  his  care.  Can  any  one  of  the  facts  I  have 
stated  be  denied  ?  Certainly  not  by  any  one  who  regards 
the  truth,  and  who  is  not  a  shameless  utterer  of  false- 
hoods." 

The  Times  correspondent,  on  Jan.  20,  speaks  of  Lord 
Raglan : — "  The  visit  of  Lord  Raglan  to  Balaklava  last 
Thursday  seems  to  have  had  considerable  effect  in  im- 


46 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAEEATIVE. 


[February,  1S55. 


proving  the  state  of  the  place.  Men  are  at  work  throw- 
ing stones  down  into  the  most  Curtius-like  gulfs  in  the 
streets.  His  lordship  visited  the  hospitals  in  the  town, 
and  conversed  with  Dr.  Anderson  for  some  time.  He 
then  went  to  Commissary-General  Filder's.  where  he 
remained  in  conversation  nearly  two  hours.  It  is  stated 
by  people  who  can  know  very  little  of  what  passed,  that 
his  lord-hip  considers  Mr.  Filder  has  deceived  him,  and 
has  at  various  times  misrepresented  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  the  means  at  his  disposal,  otherwise  steps 
would  have  been  taken  to  place  our  transport  on  abetter 
footing.  Mr.  Filder  can,  however,  point  to  some  im- 
portant letters,  written  both  before  and  after  the  14th  of 
November  to  Lord  Raglan,  on  the  subject  of  transport 
and  of  the  roads,  hi  which  he  is  understood  to  have 
declared  he  could  not  be  responsible  for  the  evils  and 
misfortunes  which  might  befall  the  army,  if  the  im- 
portant matters  to  which  he  called  attention  were 
neglected." 

The  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Herald,  on  Jan. 
23rd,  describes  the  amount  of  sickness: — "Advantage 
has  been  taken  of  the  change  of  weather  to  get  up  con- 
siderable stores  of  provisions  at  the  mid-way  depot ;  and 
a  large  quantity  oi'  ammunition  has  also  been  forwarded. 
But  in  spite  of  full  rations  and  the  change  in  the  weather, 
sickness  is  still  terribly  prevalent  among  all  our  troops ; 
and  I  think  the  number  invalided  this  week  will  be 
rather  over  than  under  2000  men,  thus  making  a  total 
of  5000  in  twelve  days." 

The  same  writer,  in  another  letter,  enters  into  fuller 
details  on  this  painful  topic : — "  Our  men  are  now  feel- 
ing the  effects  of  the  cruel  privations  which  all  under- 
went from  the  latter  part  of  November  almost  to  the  be- 
ginning of  this  week.     An  awful  proportion  of  sickness 
and  mortality  prevails.    It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  our 
men  are  sick  and  that  many  die,  but  it  literally  seems  as 
if  the  army  was  melting  away  day  by  day.     That  this  is 
no'  exaggerated   statement  your    readers  will    readily 
believe  when  I  tell  them  that  I  am  informed  on  good 
authority,  that  between  the  1st  December,  1854,  and 
the  20th  January,  1855,  no  less  than  7,804  officers  and 
men  were  invalided  at  Scutari.  This  number,  of  course, 
does  not  include  either  the  men  sick  in  hospital  atBala- 
klava,  or  those  treated  at  camp  in  the  various  regi- 
mental hospital  tents.     It  is  simply  the  number  of  men 
actually  sent  out  of  the  Crimea.     But,  enormous  as  this 
amount  of  sickness  may  appear  at  first  sight,  it  is  really 
less  than  that  which  I  was  led  to  anticipate  from  seeing 
the  condition  of  the  men  in  the  various  regiments  and 
divisions.    For  instance,  I  know  that  the  Guards  landed 
here  upwards  of  3000  strong,  and  I  know  that  they  have 
received  reinforcements  of  nearly  6000  men  since  they 
arrived  at  Balaklava.     Yet  I  know  also  that  they  have 
lost  986  men   and   officers  since  Inkermann,  and  that 
yesterday  their  whole  effective  strength  was  73S  men. 
The  Guards,   in  fact,  are   but  remnant,  a  mere  sha- 
dow, of  one  of  the   finest  brigades  which  ever  entered 
a  field  of  battle.     In  single  regiments  the  loss  appears  to 
be  something  far  beyond  comprehension.      The  23rd,  I 
am  told,  buried  thirty-five   men   at  camp  within  one 
week.     The  28th  have  merely  a  nominal  existence,  and 
the  63rd  have  ceased  to  have  even  that.      The  gallant 
46th  are  reduced  to  some  seventy  or  eighty  men,  and  the 
89th  are  almost  as  bad.   In  fact,  I  believe  there  is  not  one 
regiment  at  this  moment  in  camp  which  musters  400  men, 
and  there  are  not  many  which  could  turn  out  300.  The 
mounted  staff  corps,  about  which  so  much   fuss  was 
made  in  London,  have  quite  disappeared  for  these  three 
weeks  past.      I  am  told  there  are  only  nine  here  now. 
In  this  state  of  things,  and  with  an  army  so  reduced 
that  I  should  almost  fear  to  state  its  numbers,  how  can 
anyone  feel  elated  at  the  prospect  before  us  ?     We  have 
fine  weather,  it  is  true,  but  no  amount  of  fine  weather 
will  ever  take  Sebastopol,  and  until  that  end  is  accom- 
plished the  English  troops  must  suffer  more  or  less." 

A  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  90th  Light  Infantry, 
writing  from  the  camp  before  Sebastopol,  on  19th  Jan., 
to  a  friend  in  Glasgow,  says : — "  To  tell  you  the  truth, 
the  beggar  that  wanders  about  the  streets  is  better  off 
than  the  British  soldier  in  the  Crimea.  Winter  has  set 
in,  the  snow  is  about  four  feet  deep,  and  we  have  re- 
ceived none  of  the  winter  clothing  the  papers  say  we 
have  got,  except  four  extra  great-coats  for  a  company, 


instead  of  one  to  each  man  ;  and  as  for  rations,  we  are 
on  half — that  is,  half  a  pound  of  meat  and  biscuit,  and 
half  a  gill  of  rum  per  diem,  and  a  little  raw  coffee.  That 
is  the  British  soldier's  fare  for  a  day,  and  even  that  we 
can't  get  cooked — no  wood  to  be  got.  I  cannot  describe 
our  miseries.  When  we  are  off  duty,  we  have  nothing 
to  shelter  us  but  the  tent,  which  lets  in  everything — 
wind,  rain,  and  snow,  often  knee-deep  in  mud — in  which 
to  He  down  and  rest  our  weary  bones,  after  doing  duty 
in  the  trenches,  with  only  twelve  hours  off  at  a  time. 
Our  regiment  left  Dublin  890  strone,  and,  with,  deaths 
and  sickness,  we  are  now  only  230.  Other  regiments  are 
worse.  Still,  those  who  are  left  of  us  bare  up  bravely  ; 
we  try  to  keep  our  spirits  up,  hoping  for  better  days  to 
come.  Our  neighbours,  the  French,  are  much  better 
off  than  we  are  ;  they  get  their  pay,  and  have  canteens 
in  all  their  camps,  where  they  sell  brandy,  tea,  sugar, 
bread,  tobacco,  &c.  We  could  purchase  of  them,  too, 
but,  unfortunately,  we  have  no  money,  so  we  are  done. 
The  battle  of  Inkermann  was  fought  on  our  side  of  the 
Tchernaya,  about  two  miles  from  where  our  regiment  is 
encamped.  There  are  a  number  of  dead  Russians  still 
lying  about,  but  nobody  takes  notice  of  them.  As  for 
Lord  Raglan,  I  have  certainly  seen  him  since  I  came 
here ;  but  I  suppose  if  you  were  to  ask  some  of  the  sol- 
diers how  they  liked  him,  they  would  ask  you  who  he 
was.  Sebastopol  stands  as  strong  as  ever,  and  will  do 
till  we  take  it  by  storm,  which  ought  to  have  been  done 
long  ago.  We  have  got  scarcely  a  battery.  On  our  21- 
gun  battery  there  are  only  three  available  guns." 

An  officer  of  the  3rd  division  writes  as  follows  on  the 
27th  January  : — "  Nothing  is  talked  of  out  here  but 
peace  as  a  certainty.  I  am  no  believer  of  it  myself,  and 
a  crying  shame  would  it  be  to  our  arms  if  peace  were 
declared  and  Sebastopol  not  fall.  The  only  thing  I  can 
say  is  that  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  soldiers  that  Sebas- 
topol was  not  in  our  possession  in  September,  1854,  and 
we  should  have  lost  fewer,  far  fewer,  brave  men  than 
we  have  done.  Sebastopol,  in  September,  was  not  for- 
tified on  the  south  side ;  it  is  now,  I  suppose,  the 
strongest  place  in  the  world.  It  is  the  '  fashion  '  of  our 
engineers  to  laugh  at  the  enemy's  works;  I  can  only 
say,  I  wish  we  had  Russian  engineers,  instead  of  those 
we  have ;  you  never  hear  a  Frenchman  say  anything 
but  in  admiration  of  the  enemy's  works,  which  are 
beautifully  finished.  When  fire  is  opened,  the  enemy 
will  open,  say  three  to  one  guns  in  proportion  to  us.  Six 
weeks  ago  an  order  was  issued  for  a  new  battery  on  the 
left  of  our  second  parallel ;  but  nothing  has  been  done 
to  the  said  battery,  and  we  shall  not  open  fire  any 
nearer  than  the  first  day.  Our  engineers  are,  I  really 
believe,  afraid  to  go  nearer  the  place.  The  French  very 
justly  grumble  afus  ;  their  arrangements  are  perfection. 
We  have  no  arrangement  in  any  department,  and  how 
can  it  be  otherwise  ?  Look  over  the  names  in  the 
Adjutant  and  Quartermaster-General's  departments; 
interest  and  not  the  qualities  of  a  soldier  got  these  ap- 
pointments. I  grant  you  there  are  some  exceptions; 
for  instance,  the  best  officer  out  here  is  Major  Wetherall, 
late  of  the  1st  Royals,  and  now  of  the  Scotch  Fusilier 
Guards.  He  is  a  business  man,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
first-rate  soldier.  It  is  very  annoying  to  read  the  deli- 
berate falsehoods  in  the  houses  of  parliament,  —  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  denying  that  the  men  had  ever  had 
anything  but  full  rations,  and  that  green  coffee  was  ever 
issued  to  them  ;  this  alone  they  get,  and  but  few  attempt 
to  use  it ;  but  many  a  time  they  have  had  but  half 
rations  of  biscuit  and  their  grog,  and  during  the  frost 
many  a  man  ate  his  ration  of  pork  raw,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  will  soon  have  to  do  so  again,  for  we  must  expect 
frost,  and  have  no  fuel.  I  firmly  believe  that  almost 
everything  that  could  be  required  has  been  sent  out 
here,  but  nothing  is  to  be  got  at." 

The  correspondent  of  the  Times  describes  the  appear- 
ance of  a  number  of  sick  and  dying  men  who  were  sent 
to  Balaklava,  on  the  25th  of  January  : — 

"They  formed  one  of  the  most  ghastly  processions 
that  ever  poet  imagined.  Many  of  these  men  were  all 
but  dead.  With  closed  eyes,  open  mouths,  and  ghastly, 
attenuated  faces,  they  were  borne  along  two  and  two, 
the  thin  stream  of  breath,  visible  in  the  frosty  air,  alone 
showing  they  were  still  alive.  One  figure  was  a  honor 
— a  corpse,  stone-dead,  strapped  upright  in  its  seat,  its 
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legs  hanging  stiffly  clown,  the  eyes  staring  wide  open, 
the  teeth  set  on  the  protruding  tongue,  the  head  and 
body  nodding  with  frightful  mockery  of  life  at  each 
stride  of  the  mule  over  the  broken  road.  No  doubt  the 
man  had  died  on  his  way  down  to  the  harbour.  As  the 
apparition  passed,  the  only  remarks  the  soldiers  made 
■were  such  as  this. — '  There's  one  poor  fellow  out  of 
pain,  any  way  ! '  Another  man  I  saw  with  the  raw 
flesh  and  skin  hanging  from  his  fingers,  the  naked  bones 
of  which  protruded  into  the  cold  air,  undressed  and 
uncovered.  This  was  a  case  of  frost-bite,  I  presume. 
Possibly  the  hand  had  been  dressed,  but  the  bandages 
might  have  dropped  off.  All  the  sick  in  the  mule-litters 
seemed  alike  on  the  verge  of  the  grave." 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Sebastopol  is  contained  in 
the  following  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  dated  the 
10th  instant  ;  — 

"  I  have  nothing  material  or  important  to  report 
to  your  Grace  since  I  addressed  you  on  the  6th. 
There  was  raiu  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  and  in 
the  course  of  last  night  there  was  a  considerable  fall  of 
snow,  which  remains  on  the  ground  ;  but  it  does  not 
freeze,  and  the  country  is  again  saturated  with  wet.  It 
is  reported  from  the  front  that  great  activity  prevails  in 
the  town  and  harbour  of  Sebastopol.  Large  convoys  of 
apparently  sick  men  were  observed  to  be  moving  out  of 
the  place,  and  numerous  carts,  with  one  horse,  to  be 
coming  in.  The  enemy  appear  to  be  breaking  up  hulks 
in  the  Arsenal  Creek,  and  to  be  using  the  material  for 
platforms  and  chevauz  defrise  at  the  'battery  du  Mat.' 

"  We  are  proceeding  with  the  armament  of  the  works 
on  the  right.  The  health  of  the  troops  continues  to 
improve  in  some  slight  degree.  They  are  amply  sup- 
plied with  warm  clothing,  and  with  provisions.  Forage 
is  our  only  want,  and  this  arises  chiefly  from  the  Com- 
missary-General not  receiving  from  England  the  supplies 
of  hay  upon  which  he  has  reckoned." 

Omer  Pacha  has  defeated  the  Prussians  at  Eupatoria. 
The  Russians  attacked  that  place  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  inst.  They  were  commanded  by  Liprandi ;  and 
their  numbers  were  20,000  infantry  and  6,000  cavalry. 
They  commenced  the  attack  an  hour  before  daybreak,  and 


had  with  them  seventy  guns.  The  conflict  lasted  three 
hours.  The  assault  was  signally  repulsed.  The  steamers 
threw  shells  among  the  assailants.  The  Russians  lost 
500  men,  the  Turks  150.  Omer  Pacha  commanded  in 
person.     Selim  Pacha,  the  Egyptian,  was  killed. 


The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  promulgated  an  ukase, 
ordaining  the  formation  of  a  general  militia  of  the 
empire.  This  document  is  characterised,  as  usual,  by  a 
canting  affectation  of  piety. 


Accounts  from  Turin  state  that  the  treaty  of  alliance 
between  the  Western  Powers  and  Sardinia  was  adopted 
by  the  legislative  chamber  on  the  8th  instant.  The 
majority  in  its  favour  was  101  to  60. — The  Duke  of 
Genoa,  brother  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  died  on  the 
11th  instant;  the  third  death  in  the  house  of  Savoy 
within  a  few  weeks.  He  was  two  years  younger  than 
the  king.  He  married  in  1850,  the  Princess  Elizabeth, 
second  daughter  of  the  present  King  of  Saxony ;  by 
whom  he  had  the  Princess  Maria  Theresa,  born  in. 
1851,  and  Prince  Thomas  Albert  Victor,  born  last  year. 
The  Princess  Elizabeth,  thus  left  a  widow,  is  only 
twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Gratifying  accounts  have  been  received  from  the 
interesting  community  of  Pitcairn's  Island;  letters 
having  been  addressed  at  the  end  of  October  last  by  the 
Rev.  G.  H.  Nobbs  and  John  Adams,  the  son  of  the 
original  settler,  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  Sir  Thomas 
Acland,  and  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Murray.  By  these  letters 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  had  increased 
from  172,  the  last  census,  to  200,  all  except  three  having 
been  born  on  the  island.  These  three  are  Messrs. 
Nobbs,  Buffett,  and  Evans.  The  islanders  were  well, 
and,  though  not  in  want  of  food,  had  some  anxieties 
arising  from  their  augmented  population.  They  had 
heard  "rumours  of  wars"  through  some  American 
whalers  touching  at  Pitcairn's.  John  Adams  bears  high 
testimony  to  the  character  of  their  pastor,  of  whom  he 
says,  "  His  whole  aim  seems  to  be  directed  to  one 
object — that  of  doing  good  to  his  flock,  both  in  spiritual 
and  temporal  things." 


NAEEATIVE  OF  LITERATUEE  AND  AET. 


The  past  month's  list  of  new  publications  is  the 
scantiest  we  have  had  since  the  war  set  in  ;  but  it  pre- 
sents some  few  books  of  considerable  general  interest. 
It  comprises  a  volume  of  travel  and  adventure  in  Cali- 
fornia, by  Mr.  Frank  Marryat,  called  Mountains  and 
Molehills;  or,  Recollections  of  a  Burnt  Journal;  a 
new  volume  of  reprinted  Essays  from  the  Edinburgh 
Review,  by  Mr.  Henry  Rogers ;  a  new  novel,  Mammon, 
or,  the  Hardships  of  an  Heiress,  by  Mrs.  Gore;  a  brief 
record  of  a  Summer  Tour,  by  Mr.  Barrow ;  a  romance 
by  no  less  notable  a  romancer  than  his  Eminence 
Cardinal  Wiseman,  Fabiola;  or,  the  Church  of  the 
Catacombs ;  a  collection  of  Pictures  of  Palestine,  Asia 
Minor,  Sicily,  and  Spain,  by  an  American  traveller ; 
the  first  volume  of  Thomson,  in  Mr.  Parker's  annotated 
edition  of  the  Poets ;  a  welcome  republication,  with 
a  preface  by  Mr.  Henry  Reeve,  of  Ambassador  White- 
locke's  curious  and  valuable  Journal  of  the  Swedish 
Embassy  in  1653  and  1654;  a  reproduction  in  a  library 
form,  from  the  pages  of  the  New  Monthly  Magazine,  of 
Shell's  Sketches  Legal  and  Political,  with  notes  by 
Mr.  Savage ;  the  Literary  Life  and  Correspondence  of 
the  Countess  of  Blessington,  by  Mr.  Madden ;  a  bulky 
little  volume  of  antiquarian  anecdote,  and  varied  miscel- 
laneous reading,  called  Curiosities  of  London,  by  Mr. 
John  Timbs  ;  the  first  volume  of  a  collection  of  Lord 
Brougham's  writings,  revised  by  himself  with  much 
apparent  care,  containing  Lives  of  the  Philosophers  of 
the  Reign  of  George  III.;  a  reprint  of  a  discreditable 
book,  by  Mr.  Henry  Wikoff,  My  Courtship  and  its  Con- 
sequences;  a  Handbook  of  French  Literature,  among  the 
publications  of  the  Messrs.  Chambers  ;  a  History  of 
Woman,  by  Mr.  S.  W.  Fullom  ;  a  study  in  English  Lite- 
rature, consisting  of  the  First  Four  Books  of  Milton's 


Paradise  Lost,  with  notes   for   the   use  of  scholars  ; 
the  volume  for  185-1  of  Mr.  Bogue's  Year  Book  of  Facts 
in  Science  and  Art ;  a  volume  of  Oxford  Essays,  con- 
tributed by  members  of  the  university ;  a  translation 
from   a  book  descriptive   of   Moslem    and   Christian, 
partly  fact  and  partly  fiction,  by  a  Polish  officer  now  in 
the  service  of  the  Sultan ;  a  Man  ual  of  Political  Science, 
by  Dr.  Humphreys ;  a  descriptive   essay  on   Tlie  Bul- 
garian, the  Turk,  and  the  German,  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Paton; 
an   American    biography   of  a    well-known   American 
editor,  the  Life  of  Horace  Greeley  of  the  Neio  York 
Tribune,  by  Mr.  J.  Parton  ;  another  transatlantic  book, 
a  condensed  alphabetical  account  of  notable  duels  in 
various  countries,   and   especially  in   America,   called 
Notes  on  Duels  and  Duelling,  with  a  preliminary  essay 
by  Mr.  Sabine ;    five  instructive  lectures  on  our  lan- 
guage and  its  changes  by  the  Reverend  R.  C.  Trench, 
called     English     Past     and    Present  ;     a    valuable 
Memoir  of  Sir  Robert  Strange,  Engraver,  and  of  his 
brother-in-law,   Andrew    Lumisden,    by   Mr.  Dennis- 
toun  of  Dennistoun,  to  which  the  melancholy  interest 
attaches  of  having  issued  from  the  press  on  the  very  day 
of  its  author's  death ;    a  useful   school    Guide  to  the 
Mythology  of  Ancient  Greece,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brewer; 
an  essay  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  on  Early  Christianity 
in   Arabia;    a  condensed  translation,  by   Mr.    David 
Jardine,  of  Baron  Muffling's  Narrative  of  my  Mission 
from  Constantinople  to  St.  Petersburg}),  in  1829-30 ;    a 
translation,  by  the  Rev.  O.   F.   Owen,   of  the  recently 
discovered  Refutation  of  Spitwza,  by  Leibnitz  ;  and  the 
filth  volume,  containing  the  philosophical  essays  with 
several  important  additions,  of  Sir  William  Hamilton's 
edition  of  the  Works  of  Dugald  Stewart. 
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COMMEBCIAL    EECOED. 

BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  17th  iust,  £12,9S0,7S6. 

LATEST   LONDON  PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    14 
Do.,  dust,  ,,         3  16    0  |  Mexican  dollars,        ,,       5    0| 

Latest  Comparative  Value  op  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Pans 0-3S  prem.  I  New  York 0-33  disct. 

Hamburgh 0 -06  prem.  | 

Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  5  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1S60 
Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent.     . . 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


nicest. 

Lowest. 

91| 

904 

92 

90i 

•■>■■; 

91i 

"iV, 

4  5 

215 

210 

9s. 

4s.  p. 

15s.  p. 

lis.  p. 

Latest. 


Paid. 

RAILWAYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 

100 
all 
100 
100 
all 

100 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

Brighton  &  S.  Coast 
Blackwall    

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

South-East.  &  Dover 

107 
84 
62± 
57 

m 

92 

91 
67| 
75± 
107 
S6| 
70 
60 

964 
8 
614 
55 
10| 
90 
SS| 
64| 
74i 
99| 
S4 
684 
581 

97-8 

Si 

611 

66-7 

HI 

904 
S94 
65± 
744-S 

iooi-4 

85J-6i 

69-i 

5S4-9 

33,362 
4,117 
43,368 
17,023 
72,780 
22,169 
68,440 
79,802 
70,699 
177, 7S5 
41,318 
94,177 
48,601 

FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 

Belgian  44  per  cent.  92-4 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  100-1 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  102-4 
Danish  5  per  cent.  102-4 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  61-2 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  92-4 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  20|-li 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  49-51 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  41-3 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  98-100 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  36-f 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  84-6 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Junct.  1-li 
Great  Luxembourg,  2J 
Northern  of  France,  33J-§ 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  84-94 
Paris  and  Orleans,  45-7 
Paris  and  Lyons, 
Paris  and  Rouen,  41 
West  Flanders,  34-1 
West  of  France,  6-7  pm. 
Rouen  and  Havre,  22-4 


Mines. 


Linares 7-S 

Nouveau  Monde i-f 


Quartz  Rock    4-1 

St.  John  Del  Rey    ....   29-31 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 
Mines.  Banks. 


Australian 3-li  dis. 

Do.  Freehold    4-J    ,, 

Colonial  Gold    jj-|    „ 

Port  Philip    j-g    ,, 

South  Australian 1-1J    ,, 


Railways. 

Ea3t  Indian    li-i  prm. 

Do.,     Extension  J-l      ,, 
Indian  Peninsula. .  par — ip, 
Madras    1  dis. 


Australasian ,  SI  to  S2 

Eng.  Seott.  andAust.  15§ 
Ind.  Aust.  and  Cliina 
Loud.  Chart,  of  Aust.  20-4 

South  Australian 394-40 

Union  of  Australia  . .  63j 

Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .  74 
Australian  Royal  Mail  63-4 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  15i 
Pen.  &,  Orient.  St.  Nav.  534-44 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural  30-1 
Van  Diemen's  Land    .  .124-13 
South  Australian  Land  35 


North  Brit.  Australian  1-1 

Peel  River  Laud 24-| 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.  1| 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 
ending — 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

8.     d. 

s.     d. 

s.      d. 

s.     d. 

8.       rf. 

s.      d. 

Jan.    27 

09       0 

32      2 

26       8 

43       2 

44       6 

41       S 

Feb.     3 

70     11 

32      2 

'.v,      7 

42       9 

44       2 

43       0 

—   10 

71       1 

32      6 

26       2 

42       1 

43       9 

40       5 

—  17 

70       3 

31       9 

25       7 

45       3 

43       1 

41       0 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


s.        s. 

64  to  72 

31  —  32 

29  —  30 

72  —  78 

65  —  70 

52  —  56 

41—45 

44  —  46 

d.    s.  d. 

0to4     0 

8  — 4     S 

0  —  3  10 

S  — 4    S 

0  —  1     1 

0  —  1     1 

6  —  3     7 

3  —  2     2 

7  —  1     5 

2  —  2     1 

Malt.  Pale,     per  qr. 
Malting  Barley  „ 
Oats,  best,  ,, 

Wheat,  White,    „     . . 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk. 

Country  household 

American,  per  barl. 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr. 
Cattle —  s. 

Beasts,    per  st.  3 

Calves    .,     ,,       3 

Sheep    . .     ,,       3 

Pigs   ....     „       2 
Wool,  per  lb. — 

South  Downs..  1 

Kentish  fleeces  1 

German   Elect.  2 

Australian 1 

Cape 0 

Spanish  1 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  1261. 

Iron,  Pigs,  4i.  15s.  to  51.  0s. 
Rails,  0!.  15s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  22(.  10s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  17!.  Tin,  English 
block,  114!.  ;  Banca,  105!.  to 
107?.  ;  Spelter,  301.  ;  Quick- 
silccr,  perlb.ls.  to  Is.  lid. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,  per  cwt. — Irish,  54s. 

to   60s.  ;    Foreign,    46s.    to 

56s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  S  lb., 

4s.  0d.  to  4s.  Sd. ;  Irish  India, 

pertr.,  175s.;  Hambro',  130s. 

to  175s. ;  American,  130s.  to 

175s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

lid.   to   lSd. ;  Dorset,   per 

cwt.,  90s.  to  106s. ;  Irish,  88s. 

110s.  ;  Dutch,  116s.  to  120s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per  cwt., 

60s.  to  76s. :  Wiltshire,  52s.  to 

74s. ;  Dutch,  5Ss. 
Hams  —  York,    65s.    to    SOs. ; 

Irish,   50s.   to  70s.  ;    West- 
phalia, 70s.  to  76s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 

8  lb.,  4s.  Od.  to  4s.  Sd. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,   110s.   to 

170s. 
Pork,  per  S  lb.,  3s.    lOrf.    to 

4s.  Sd. 
Veal,  4s.  Od.  to  5s.  Od. 


Hay... 
Clover. 
Straw  . 


I. 
per  load  3 

1 


s.  I.  s. 
0to4  15 
0—5  15 
4  —  1  10 


Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  Hi.  15s. 

to  12i.  0s.;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 

71. 10s. ;  Bones,  ditto,  41.  10s. 
Hops.— Kents,    2S0s.  to  400s. 

Sussex,  2S0s.  to  300s.     For. 

2S0s.  to  320s. 

Poultry — Capons,  3s. — 4s.  ; 
Fowls,  4s.  Od. — 7s.  ;  Chicks, 
4s.  0d.-— 6s.  Od. ;  Ducks,  4*.— 
6s.;  Geese,  3s.  Orf. — 0s.;  Tur- 
keys, 3s.  6rf. — 6s.  ;  Pigeons, 
id.—  9d. 

Hides,  &c.  —  Market,  96  1b., 
iid.—bd.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
3£<£. — 4rf. ;  do.,  Calf-skins, 
10  lb.,  0s.  ;  do.,  Horse-hides, 
6s.  Orf.  ;  Rough  Tallow,  30s. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  5Sf.;  Sperm, 
120J.  to  121/. ;  Pale  Seal, 
53i. ;  Rape,  54!.  to  56(.  ; 
Cocoa-nut,  46!.  to  47!.;  Palm, 
43!.  to  45!.;  Linseed,  36!. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
52!.  to  54!. ;  Sheep,  52(.  to 
56!. ;  Y.  C,  56!.  6s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  37s. 
to 45s.;  Bahia,  31s.  to  338. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 45s.  6rf.  to 46s.  Orf.;  Do., 
Plantation,  5Ss.  to  S3s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 64s.  to  S5s.  ;  Jamaica, 
64s.  to  S5s.  ;  Java,  51s.  to 
56s. ;  Costa  Rica,  58s.  to  72s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  26s.  to  28s.  Orf. ;  Bengal, 
13s.  6d.  to  16s. ;  Patna,  15s. 
to  ISs. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
32s.  to  3Ss.  ;  Mauritius, 
30s.  6d.  to  37s.  Orf.;  Bengal, 
36s.  6d.  to  40s.  ;  Madras, 
27s.  to  30s.  Od. ;  Havannah, 
31s.  to  3Ss. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
43s.  to  47s. ;  Bastards,  268.  to 
35s. ;  Crushed,  30s.  Od. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  Orf.)— 
Congou,  9d.  to  Is.  6d.  ; 
Souchong,  94d.  to  2s.  6d. ; 
Hyson,  Is.  5d.  to  3s.  6d. ; 
Assam,  Is.  3d.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 
departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1855. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

January 

7,359 

21 

4,  ISO 

1S7 

11,747 

7,359 

21 

4,1S0 

1S7 

11,747 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


From 

London . . 
Liverpool 
The  Clyde 

Belfast  .. 


Cahin. 


£40  to  £05 
40  —  50 
30  —  45 
40  —   50 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£26  to  £30 
20  —  20 
20  —  25 
20  —   26 


Steerage. 


£16  to  £22 

10  —  14 
12   —  14 

11  —  14 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£2  10to£4  0 
2  10  —  4  0 
2  5-3  15 
2     5  — 3  15 


Published  at  the  Office,  No.  IGj  Wellington  Street,  Nortb,  Strand.    Printed  by  BnApiiuBY  &  Evans,  Whitcfriars,  London. 
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From  the  27th  FEBEUAEY  to  the  28th  MARCH. 


[Price  2d. 


NARRATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday,  March  1,  Earl 
Granville,  in  reply  to  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  said  that 
the  loyal  Addresses  from,  the  Colonies  'Respecting  the 
War  had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Queen, 
and  had  received  most  gracious  answers. 

On  Friday,  March  2,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  in- 
formed the  house  of  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
He  said, — My  lords,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  communicate 
to  your  lordships  the  contents  of  a  telegraphic  despatch 
I  received  half-an-hour  ago  from  her  Majesty's  minister 
at  the  Hague.  It  is  as  follows — "The  Emperor  Nicholas 
died  this  morning,  at  one  o'clock,  of  pulmonic  apoplexy, 
after  an  attack  of  influenza."  I  have  also  received  a 
despatch  from  her  Majesty'3  minister  at  Berlin,  stating 
that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  died  at  twelve  o'clock. 
About  an  hour  before  these  despatches  arrived,  I 
received  accounts  from  Berlin,  from  my  noble  friend 
Lord  John  Russell,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  emperor 
was  on  the  point  of  death,  and  had  already  taken  leave 
of  his  family.  I  apprehend,  my  lords,  although  this 
event  occurred  so  short  a  time  ago  as  between  twelve 
and  one  o'clock  this  morning,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  its  authenticity.  Under  these  circumstances, 
as  this  unexpected  event  must  exercise  so  important  and 
immediate  an  influence  on  the  war,  on  the  negotiations 
for  peace  that  are  now  going  on,  and  possibly  on  the 
policy  of  Russia,  I  think  my  noble  friend  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  might  be  attended  with  much  incon- 
venience if  he  brought  forward  his  motion  this  evening. 
I  therefore  trust  that  he  will  not,  on  public  grounds, 
object  to  the  request  I  take  the  liberty  of  making. — 
Lord  Lyndhurst  at  once  assented,  saying — After  the 
statement  of  my  noble  friend,  it  is  impossible  that  I  can 
proceed  with  my  motion :  but  I  shall  not  withdraw  it, 
I  shall  only  postpone  it.  Unless  I  find,  as  the  result  of 
the  negotiations  said  to  be  going  on  at  Berlin,  that  the 
Prussian  court  accedes  to  the  treaty  of  the  2nd  of 
December,  or  to  an  equivalent  treaty  with  France  and 
this  country,  I  shall  bring  forward  the  motion  of  which 
I  have  given  notice,  on  a  future  occasion. 

The  Earl  of  Lucan  Brought  His  Case  Before  the 
House,  by  reading  the  correspondence  respecting  his 
recall  at  considerable  length,  but  without  any  comment. 

On  Monday,  March  5,  Lord  Monteagle,  in  moving 
for  correspondence  respecting  Education  in  India,  called 
attention  to  the  minutes  recently  issued  by  the  late 
president  of  the  Board  of  Control.  The  object  of  his 
remarks  was  to  show  that  the  natives  will  be  subjected 
to  great  disadvantages  under  the  new  system  of  testing 
the  proficiency  of  candidates  for  the  civil  service  by 
marks. — The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  Tuesday,  March  6,  the  Earl  of  Lucan  again 
Brought  his  Case  Before  the  House.  He  read  the 
following  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  which,  he  com- 
plained, had  not  been  laid  on  the  table  before,  and  of 
the  existence  of  which  he  had  not  been  aware  : — 

"  Before  Sebastopol,  Dec.  16,  1854. 

"  My  Lord  Duke — I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  forwarding  to  your  grace  the  copy  of  a  letter  which 
has  been  addressed  to  me  by  Lieutenant-General  the 
Earl  of  Lucan.  When  I  received  it  I  placed  it  in  the 
hands  of  Brigadier-General  Airey,  the  quartermaster 
general,  and  requested  him  to  suggest  to  his  lordship  to 
withdraw  the  communication,  considering  that  it  would 
not  lead  to  his  advantage  in  the  slightest  degree ;  but, 


Lord  Lucan  having  declined  to  take  the  step  recom- 
mended, I  have  but  one  course  to  pursue — that  of  laying 
the  letter  before  your  grace,  and  submitting  to  you  such 
observations  upon  it  as  I  am  bound  in  justice  to  myself 
to  put  you  in  possession  of.  Lieutenant-General  the 
Earl  of  Lucan  complains  that  in  my  despatch  to  your 
grace  of  the  28th  of  October,  I  stated  that,  '  from  some 
misconception  of  the  instruction  to  advance,  the  lieu- 
tenant-general considered  that  he  was  bound  to  attack 
at  all  hazards.'  His  lordship  conceives  this  statement 
to  be  a  grave  charge,  and  an  imputation  reflecting 
seriously  upon  his  professional  character,  and  he  deems 
it  to  be  incumbent  upon  him  to  state  the  facts,  which  he 
cannot  doubt  must  clear  him  from  what  he  respectfully 
submits  is  altogether  unmerited.  He  has  referred 
to  my  despatch,  and,  far  from  being  willing  to  alter 
one  word  of  it,  I  am  prepared  to  declare  that 
not  only  did  the  lieutenant-general  misconceive 
the  written  instruction  that  was  sent  him,  but  that 
there  was  nothing  in  that  instruction  which  called  on 
him  to  attack  at  all  hazards,  or  to  undertake  the 
operation  which  led  to  such  a  brilliant  display  of 
gallantry  on  the  part  of  the  light  brigade,  and,  unhappily, 
at  the  same  time  occasioned  such  lamentable  casualties 
in  every  regiment  composing  it.  In  his  lordship's  letter 
he  is  wholly  silent  with  respect  to  a  previous  order 
which  had  been  sent  him.  He  merely  says  that  the 
cavalry  was  formed  to  support  an  intended  movement 
of  the  infantry.  That  previous  order  was  in  the 
following  words  : — '  The  cavalry  to  advance  and  take 
advantage  of  any  opportunity  to  recover  the  heights. 
They  will  be  supported  by  infantry,  which  has  been 
ordered  to  advance  on  two  fronts.'  This  order  did  not 
seem  to  me  to  have  been  attended  to,  and  therefore  it 
was  that  the  instruction  by  Captain  Nolan  was  forwarded 
to  him.  Lord  Lucan  must  have  read  the  first  order  with 
very  little  attention,  for  he  now  states  that  cavalry  was 
formed  to  support  the  infantry,  whereas  he  was  told  by 
brigadier-general  Airey  '  that  the  cavalry  was  to  advance 
and  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  to  recover  the 
heights,  and  that  they  would  be  supported  by  infantry  ' 
— not  that  they  were  to  support  the  infantry  ;  and  so 
little  had  he  sought  to  do  as  he  had  been  directed,  that 
he  had  no  men  in  advance  of  his  main  body,  made  no 
attempt  to  regain  the  heights,  and  was  so  little  informed 
of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  that  he  asked  Captain 
Nolan  '  where  and  what  he  was  to  attack,  as  neither 
enemy  nor  guns  were  in  sight.'  This,  your  grace  will 
observe,  is  the  lieutenant-general's  own  admission. 
The  result  of  his  inattention  to  the  first  order  was,  that 
it  never  occurred  to  him  that  the  second  was  connected 
with,  and  a  repetition  of  the  first.  He  viewed  it  only 
as  a  positive  order  to  attack  at  all  hazards  (the  word 
'  attack,'  be  it  observed,  was  not  made  use  of  in 
general  Airey 's  note)  an  unknown  enemy,  whose 
j  position,  numbers,  and  composition  he  was  wholly 
I  unacquainted  with,  and  whom,  in  consequence  of  a 
previous  order,  he  had  taken  no  step  whatever  to  watch. 
I  undoubtedly  had  no  intention  that  he  should  make 
such  an  attack — there  was  nothing  in  the  instruction  to 
require  it — and  therefore  I  conceive  I  was  fully  justified 
in  stating  to  your  grace  what  was  the  exact  truth — that 
the  charge  arose  from  the  misconception  of  an  order  for 
;  the  advance,  which  Lord  Lucan  considered  obliged  him 
I  to  attack  at  all  hazards.     I  wish  I  could  say,  my  lord 
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duke,  that,  having  decided  against  his  conviction  to 
make  the  movement,  he  did  all  he  could  to  render  it  as 
little  perilous  as  possible.  This,  indeed,  is  far  from 
being  the  case,  in  my  judgment.  He  was  told  that  the 
horse  artillery  might  accompany  the  cavalry.  He  did 
not  bring  it  up.  He  was  informed  that  the  French 
cavalry  was  on  his  left.  He  did  not  invite  their  coopera- 
tion. He  had  the  whole  of  the  heavy  cavalry  at  his 
disposal.  He  mentions  having  brought  up  only  two 
regiments  in  support,  and  he  omits  all  those  precautions 
either  from  want  of  due  consideration  or  from  the 
supposi'ion  that  the  unseen  enemy  was  not  in  such 
great  force  as  he  apprehended,  notwithstanding  that  he 
was  warned  of  it  by  Lord  Cardigan  after  the  latter  had 
received  the  order  to  attack.  I  am  much  concerned,  my 
lord  duke,  to  have  to  submit  these  observations  to  your 
grace.  I  entertain  no  wish  to  disparage  the  Earl  of 
Lucan  in  your  opinion,  or  to  cast  a  slur  upon  his 
professional  reputation ;  but,  having  been  accused  by 
his  lordship  of  having  stated  of  him  what  was  unmerited 
in  my  despatch,  I  have  felt  obliged  to  enter  into  the 
subject  and  trouble  your  grace  at  more  length  than  I 
could  have  wished  in  vindication  of  a  report  to  your 
grace  in  which  I  had  strictly  confined  myself  to  that 
which  I  knew  to  be  true.  I  had  indulged  in  no  obser- 
vations whatever,  or  in  any  expressions  which  could  be 
viewed  either  as  harsh  or  in  any  way  grating  to  the 
feelings  of  his  lordship.  I  have,  &c.,  Raglan." 

Lord  Lucan  concluded  by  moving  for  the  production  of 
all  the  correspondence  between  the  military  authorities 
and  himself,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  Friday,  March  9,  Lord  St.  Leonards  remarked 
upon  the  defects  that  existed  in  the  present  system  of 
convict  management,  especially  as  regarded  the  Libera- 
tion of  Prisoners  with  Tickets  of  Leave.  He  inquired 
whether  any  better  scheme  was  under  preparation  by 
the  government. — Earl  Granville  confessed  that  the 
system  now  pursued  had  somewhat  disappointed  the 
expectations  formed  of  it.  There  were,  he  urged,  many 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  finding  a  fitting  destination  for 
convicts  whom  it  was  not  considered  right  to  retain  in 
prison.  Attention  wa3  carefully  bestowed  by  the  govern- 
ment to  the  subject,  and  every  improvement  it  was  found 
possible  to  introduce  would  be  readily  adopted. — Earl 
Grey  censured  the  practice  of  encouraging  policemen 
to  follow  released  convicts  and  prevent  their  obtaining 
employment.  He  recommended  the  government  to  send 
a  large  immber  of  convicts  to  Western  Australia  and 
other  available  colonies. — The  Lord  Chancellor  re- 
cognised the  abstract  advantages  of  the  system  of  trans- 
portation, which  had  been  discontinued  only  in  defer- 
ence to  the  feeling  of  the  colonists.  With  respect  to  the 
tickets  of  leave,  he  contended  that  the  experiment  had, 
on  the  whole,  proved  successful,  and  a  large  number  of 
convicts  had  become  honest  members  of  society. 

On  Monday,  March  12,  the  Earl  of  Lucan  read  two 
letters  on  the  subject  of  his  Application  for  a  Court- 
martial.  The  first,  from  the  adjutant-general,  was  a 
repetition  of  Lord  Hardinge's  refusal  to  grant  his 
request.  The  second  was  Lord  Lucan's  reply.  He 
moved  that  these  papers  be  produced  by  the  govern 
ment. — Lord  Panmure  said  that  the  government 
concurred  in  opinion  with  the  commander-in-chief, 
but  that  he  was  ready  to  produce  the  papers  moved 
for. 

On  Thursday,  March  1,5,  Earl  Grey  inquired  respect- 
ing the  system  of  Purchasing  Commissions  in  the  Army, 
and  confessed  his  reluctance,'- to  inaugurate  any  sudden 
change  in  the  existing  practice,  but  declared  his  convic- 
tion that  the  present  mode  of  obtaining  admission  to  the 
army  could  not  endure  much  longer.  Alluding  especi- 
ally to  the  purchase  of  first  commissions,  he  inquired 
what  system  was  followed  by  the  government  in  granting 
commissions  without  purchase,  and  dwelt  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  ascertaining  the  talent  and  capacity  of  the 
candulat  s  who  were  thus  favoured. — Lord  Pakmvke 
replied  that  the  selection  of  officers  for  commissions 
without  purchase  was  made,  first,  from  the  cadets  v  ho 
had  achieved  distinction  at  Sandhurst  Military  College; 
secondly,  from  the  sons  of  military  officers  who  had 
performed  distinguished  services;  and  thirdly,  from  the 
sous  of  poor  clergymen.  Should  these  classes  of  candi- 
dates prove  insufficient,  recourse  was  had  to  the  general 


list  of  applicants,  who  were  selected,  upon'proof  of  their 
individual  fitness,  according  to  the  order  in  which  their 
names  stood  on  the  list.  Many  commissions,  he  added> 
had  lately  been  given  to  this  class,  the  eligible  age  being 
also  extended  from  eighteen  to  twenty-two  years,  on 
account  of  the  great  demand  for  officers  at  present. 

On  Monday,  March  19,  the  Earl  of  Lucan  moved  for 
copies  of  some  reports  and  correspondence  respecting  the 
Charge  of  the  Light  Cavalry  Brigade  at  the  Action  of 
Balaklava.  He  detailed  with  much  minuteness  the 
proceedings  of  that  day,  and  the  tenor  of  the  orders  he 
had  received  from  Lord  Raglan,  contending  that  these 
orders,  together  with  the  positions  of  the  various 
English  and  French  corps  at  the  time,  left  him  entirely 
without  discretion  to  decline  or  delay  their  execution. 
He  commented  upon  the  letters  that  had  subsequently 
passed  between  himself,  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
the  war-office,  which  had  terminated  in  his  (Lord 
Lucan's)  recall  from  the  Crimea,  and  vindicated  through- 
out the  whole  series  of  transactions.  He  concluded  by 
renewing  his  demand  for  a  court-martial,  before  which 
he  might  prove  his  case. — After  a  few  words  from  the 
Earl  of  Cardigan,  Lord  Panmure  explained  that  the 
reason  why  Lord  Lucan  had  been  recalled  arose  from 
no  doubt  of  his  professional  ability,  but  from  discor- 
dances which  rendered  his  continued  service  under 
Lord  Raglan  inexpedient.  The  request  for  a  court- 
martial  he  continued  to  think  unprecedented,  and  saw 
no  reason  to  make  an  exception  in  the  present  instance. 
— Viscount  Hardinge  added  some  further  explanation 
of  the  course  adopted  by  the  war-office  towards  Lord 
Lucan. — The  Duke  of  Richmond,  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke, 
briefly  spoke,  and  the  Earl  of  Lucan  having  replied,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  Tuesday,  March  20,  Lord  Lyndhurst  called 
attention  to  the  Present  Position  of  Prussia  icith 
regard  to  the  War  and  the  negotiations  now  in  progress 
at  Vienna.  He  discussed  the  subject  at  great  length,  in 
a  speech  so  full  of  matter  that  it  does  not  admit  of 
abridgement.  After  premising  that  the  aggressions  of 
Russia,  especially  with  respect  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Danube,  had  seriously  imperilled  the  interests  of 
every  Germanic  nation,  he  traced  the  conduct  of  the 
Prussian  government  throughout  the  whole  period  that 
had  elapsed  since  the  invasion  of  the  Principalities  by 
the  late  Czar.  This  conduct,  he  declared,  evinced  a 
degree  of  servility  and  vacillation  which  destroyed  all 
possibility  of  placing  faith  in  the  professions  of  Prussia. 
The  government  of  that  country  had  always  subserved 
Russian  interests,  and  seemed  to  be  guided  by  Russian 
inspiration.  Acquitting  the  Prussian  nation  of  any 
complicity  in  the  policy  of  their  rulers,  he  exhorted  the 
British  ministers  to  pursue  their  course,  whether  of  war 
or  diplomacy,  in  perfect  independence  of  Prussia. — The 
Earl  of  Clarendon  confessed  that  the  charge  of  vacil 
lation  and  timidity  might  justly  be  alleged  against  the 
Prussian  government.  He  declared  that  Prussia  had 
not  been  admitted  as  a  party  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Vienna  conference,  although  he  did  not  apprehend  that 
all  hope  was  lost  of  inducing  that  country  to  become  a 
firm  and  active  member  of  the  alliance  against  Russia, 
a  result  to  which  considerations  for  her  honour  and 
intererest  alike  pointed. 

On  Friday  March  23rd,  Earl  Granville  brought 
up  a  royal  message,  communicating  to  the  house  the 
tenor  of  the  recent  Convention  xoith  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia. 

Lord  Brougham  laid  on  the  table  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions in  reference  to  Criminal  Procedure,  which  he 
supported  by  some  prolonged  comments  upon  the  ex- 
isting system  and  possible  improvements  of  criminal 
jurisprudence  in  this  country. — The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor having  added  some  observations  on  the  subject, 
their  lordships  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  seven 
o'clock. 

On  Monday,  March  26th,  an  address  in  reply  to  the 
royal  message  respecting  the  Convention  ivith  Sardinia 
was  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  who  briefly  re- 
capitulated the  heads  of  the  treaty  in  question,  and 
pointed  out  the  advantages  which  it  secured  to  the 
Allied  Powers  in  carrying  on  the  war  against  Russia. 
— After  a  few  words  of  concurrence  and  congratulation 
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from  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  the  Earl  of  Shaf- 
tesbury, the  address  was  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwickb  presented  a  petition  re- 
specting the  Postal  Arrangements  with  Australia. 

Lord  Canning  observed  that  the  government  in- 
tended to  re-establish  a  line  of  intercommunication  by- 
means  of  steamers  with  Australia. 


In  the  House  op  Commons,  on  Monday,  Febru- 
ary 26,  New  Writs  were  moved  for  in  the  room 
of  members  who  had  accepted  office  in  the  new 
administration.  "When  Mr.  Hayter  moved  the  new 
writ  for  London,  Lord  John  Russell  having  accepted 
the  office  of  colonial  secretary,  Sir  John  Pakington 
inquired  when  Lord  John  Russell  will  return  from 
Vienna,  and  whether  an  under-secretary  for  the 
colonies  had  been  appointed  ?  Colonial  questions  of 
great  interest  are  pending ;  there  are  gentlemen  from 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  waiting  in  London  to 
transact  business;  and  the  absence  of  the  colonial 
minister  is  very  inconvenient.  To  this  Mr.  Roebuck 
added,  that  there  was  a  gentleman  in  town  from  New- 
foundland, seeking  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
removal  of  the  governor :  he  had  waited  on  three 
Colonial  Ministers ;  should  he  attend  on  Lord  John 
Russell,  that  would  be  the  fourth. — Lord  Palmerston 
said,  that  Lord  John  Russell  had  accepted  the  office 
of  colonial  secretary,  but  Sir  George  Grey  had  under- 
taken that  no  inconvenience  should  attend  his  temporary 
absence.  The  under-secretary  had  not  yet  been  named. 
He  could  not  say  when  Lord  John  would  return,  but 
he  had  no  reason  for  supposing,  whatever  way  the 
negotiations  might  terminate,  that  his  absence  would  be 
so  protracted  as  Sir  John  Pakington  seemed  to  think. 

Before  the  house  went  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Lindsay  made  a  statement  of  the  results  of 
his  recent  observations  in  France  respecting  the 
Conduct  of  the  War.  He  found  the  war  minister  was  a 
plain  man,  who  thoroughly  understood  his  business. 
On  the  wall  was  a  large  map,  with  moveable  coloured 
patches  representing  the  armies  of  Europe,  so  that  at 
all  times,  by  moving  the  patches  be  possessed  an  exact 
knowledge  of  the  positions  of  troops.  The  minister 
readily  replied  to  all  his  questions  as  to  the  quantity  of 
stores  at  different  depots,  and  seemed  to  know  where 
everything  was.  On  further  inquiry,  he  found  the 
system  pursued  in  that  country  was  very  simple.  There 
were  five  directors  —  one  of  transport,  another  of 
infantry,  a  third  of  cavalry,  a  fourth  of  the  commissariat, 
and  a  fifth  the  nature  of  which  Mr.  Lindsay  had  for- 
gotten. Under  these  directors  there  were  twenty  or 
twenty-five  different  heads  of  departments  in  the  various 
districts  of  the  country,  whose  duty  it  was  to  send  an 
accurate  report  daily  of  the  state  of  the  departments 
under  their  charge.  They  had  the  transports,  the  stores, 
and  the  army  under  their  charge.  Those  gentlemen,  on 
receiving  reports,  summed  them  up  ;  and  the  five  gentle- 
men every  morning  waited  on  the  minister  of  war,  who 
entered  these  condensed  reports  in  a  small  book,  from 
which  he  was  able  to  give  Mr.  Lindsay  the  information 
he  sought  for.  That  appeared  to  be  a  simple  plan ;  it 
had  worked  well  with  an  army  of  750,000  men,  and 
why  should  not  some  such  system  be  adopted  here  ? 
It  is  time  (said  Mr.  Lindsay)  to  apply  the  knife  to  the 
stupid  redtapery  that  encumbers  our  institutions.  Look 
at  the  transport  service.  There  are,  according  to  the 
returns,  220,000  tons  of  shipping  attending  upon  25,000 
men  ;  but  since  that  return  was  made  30,000  additional 
tons  have  been  added,  and  there  are  quite  100,000  tons 
besides  the  regular  transports— in  all,  350,000  tons  of 
shipping  waiting  upon  25,000  men.  Now  with  that 
amount  of  shipping,  by  an  orderly  svstem  of  lines,  con- 
stantly employed,  he  would  undertake  to  convey  both 
the  British  and  French  force  in  the  Crimea  and  all 
their  stores.  He  strongly  objected  to  the  proposed 
Transport  Board,  and  recommended  that  Captain 
Milne  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  transport 
service. — Mr.  G.  Dundas  referred  to  special  cases  of 
mismanagement  in  the  transport  service.  In  one  case, 
a  ship  was  hired  to  convey  stores,  and  among  them 
some  strong  acids,  which  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
place  on  deck  :  but  when  the  shin  dropped  down  the 
river  to  take  in  the  acids,  somebody  said,  "  Why  there 


is  a  large  quantity  of  acids  already  in  the  hold  !  "  It 
was  so  ;  and  the  ship  had  to  be  unladen  and  reloaded. 
— Admiral  Berkeley  denied  that  the  whole  of  the 
tonnage  employed  by  the  government  was  in  the  service 
of  25,000  men  ;  it  was  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
French  and  Turkish  as  well  as  the  British  forces — or 
100,000,  instead  of  25,000  men.— In  reply  to  several 
members,  Mr.  Peel  said  that  he  could  give  the  house 
little  fresh  information.  In  the  Transport  Corps  there 
will  be  one  responsible  head,  to  see  that  what  is  proper 
to  be  done  is  done  at  the  right  time  and  place. 
Although  the  number  of  drivers  will  consist  of  8000 
men,  all  these  will  not  be  raised  at  once,  but  that  will 
be  the  permanent  strength  of  the  corps.  With  respect 
to  medicines,  and  quinine  especially,  more  has  been  sent 
than  can  be  consumed.  At  the  present  moment,  a  com- 
mission, consisting  of  three  officers,  one  Engineer  officer, 
and  one  Artillery  officer,  are  inquiring  at  Paris  into 
the  state  of  the  French  army  :  and  he  was  glad  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  French  government  are  affording 
them  every  assistance  in  prosecuting  the  inquiry. 

In  committee  on  the  Army  Estimates,  votes  were 
agreed  to  of  314,984?.  for  general  staff  officers  of 
hospitals  ;  of  153,588?.  for  allowances  to  officers  of  the 
public  departments ;  17,795?.  for  the  Royal  Military 
College;  23,367?.  for  the  Royal  Military  Asylum  and 
Hibernian  Military  Schools ;  88,000  for  Volunteer 
Corps  ;  3,813,383?.  for  the  Embodied  Militia ;  22,000?. 
for  rewards  for  distinguished  military  service. 

In  answer  to  questions  respecting  the  Militia,  Lord 
Palmerston  said  that  there  is  no  intention  of  resorting 
to  the  ballot  at  present. 

On  Wednesday,  Feb.  28,  the  Marquis  of  Blandfohd 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Episcopal  and  Capitular 
Estates  Bill.  He  repeated  at  great  length  the  reasons 
which  call  for  the  bill,  and  explained  its  provisions  ; 
which  he  had  already  explained  on  several  occasions. 
The  bill  vests  in  the  Estate  Commissioners  the  manage- 
ment of  Episcopal  and  Capitular  estates  ;  proposes  to 
empower  them  to  enfranchise  the  property  of  the 
chapters,  and  to  pay  fixed  incomes  to  the  bishops. — 
Mr.  H.  G.  Liddell  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months ;  he  described  the  bill  as  a 
stepping-stone  to  a  direct  attack  upon  church  property. 
—Mr.  Headlam  seconded  the  amendment.  As  no 
minister  was  present,  Mr.  H.  T.  Liddell  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. — Upon  this  Sir  Benjamin 
Hall,  empowered  by  Sir  George  Grey,  stated  that  the 
government  was  anxious  that  the  second  reading  should 
be  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  should  be  postponed 
until  the  report  of  the  Cathedral  Commission  had  been 
received  and  considered.  Mr.  Liddell  consented  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  adjournment;  but  Mr. 
Hadfield  and  Mr.  Thomas  Duncombe  objected,  and  the 
debate  continued.  Mr.  Cowper,  Mr.  Henley,  Mr. 
Wigram,  Lord  Robert  Grosvenor  supported,  and  Mr. 
R  Phillimore,  Mr.  Mowbray,  Mr.  Apsley  Pellatt,  Mr. 
L.  Heyworth,  Mr.  Barrow,  Mr.  Miall,  and  Sir  John 
Duckworth,  declared  themselves  against  the  second 
reading.  A  division  was  first  taken  on  the  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate ;  which  was  negatived 
by  102  to  71.  Next  the  house  divided  on  the  second 
reading,  and  it  was  carried  by  102  to  06.  The  com- 
mittee was  fixed  for  the  23d  May. 

On  Thursday,  March  1,  Lord  Goderich  moved  an 
address  to  her  Majesty  respecting  the  present  system  of 
Promotion  in  the  Army.  Under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  our  army  in  the  Crimea,  he  observed,  and 
when  the  people  were  asking  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
evils  which  had  befallen  it,  the  house,  he  thought, 
would  not  grudge  the  time  occupied  in  the  discussion  of 
a  question  relating  to  the  efficiency  of  that  army.  The 
earnest  demand  of  the  people,  and  their  just  require- 
ment, was  that  the  government  should  act  upon  a 
principle  applicable  to  all  offices — namely,  that  that 
man  only  should  be  appointed  to  an  office  who  was  the 
best  fitted  to  fill  it ;  and  it  could  hardly  be  ar-gued  that 
this  principle  had  been  adopted  in  the  present  system  of 
military  promotion — a  system  which  had  never  been 
established  by  law,  and  which  involved  not  only 
anomalies  but  injustice.  He  should  confine  himself,  he 
said,  to  a  part  of  the  question — namely,  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  existing  system  affected  the  great  mass  of 
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the   army — the   non-commissioned   officers  and  private 
soldiers,  between  whom  and  the  commissioned  officers 
a  gulf  was  fixed  which  it  was  difficult  for  the  former  to 
pass.     The  general  fact  was  notorious  that  the  principle 
of  the  Horse  Guards  was  not  to  hold  out  to  the  private 
soldier  any  hope  that  merit  would  receive  the  honour  of 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  a  commissioned  officer.     Since 
the  1st  of  October  last  521  commissions  in  the  army  had 
been  filled  up  by  the  Horse  Guards,  of  which  150  had 
been   obtained  by  purchase,  and   371   had  been  given 
away ;    and   of  this   number   266   had   been   given   to 
"  gents,"  39  to  officers  of  the  militia,  and  66  to  sergeants 
promoted   from   the  ranks.     If  this  was  the   principle 
followed,  he  asked  the  house  to  consider  whether  it  was 
just ;    whether   it  was   not  expedient   to   introduce   a 
change  in  the  system  ;  and  whether  such  a  change  would 
not  beneficially  affect  the  recruiting  of  the  army,  its 
intelligence,  its   morality,   and  its  military  efficiency. 
The  change  could  be  made  at  the  present  time,  which 
was  peculiarly  favourable  for  it,  and  it  could  be  effected 
without  injustice  to  purchasers.     His  objection  to  what 
had  been  done  already  was,  that  it  had  not  been  done 
on  any  system,  but  as  a  matter  of  pure  favour.     It  had 
been  said  that  non-commissioned  officers  did   not  like 
to  be  promoted  ;  no  doubt,  if  only  one  sergeant  in  a 
regiment  was  advanced ;  but  that  was  the  very  reason 
why  he  asked  that  the   change  should  be  systematic, 
whereby  we  should  promote  the  efficiency  of  our  army 
and  do  justice  to]  brave  men. — Mr.  F.   Peel  observed 
that  the  system  under  which  commissions  were  obtained 
in  the  army  by  purchase   might  be,  as  Lord  Goderich 
had   represented,  faulty  in   principle   and   defective   in 
theory;  but   it  could   not  in   truth  be  said  that  in  its 
actual  working  it  had  operated  injuriously  to  the  interest 
of  the  country  or  to  the  discredit  of  the  English  army. 
Lord   Goderich  had  failed  to   show   in  what  way  the 
system  was  unjust  to  the  private  soldier,   and  how  it 
impeded  the  disposition  to   enlist  in  our  service.     His 
(Mr.  Peel's)    opinion  was  that,  if  the  advancement  of 
the  private  soldier  to  commissions  was  to  be  systematic 
the   system  now   prevailing  must   give  way ;   the  two 
could  not  co-exist ;    so  that  the  question   affected  the 
whole  system  of  advancement  by  purchase  in  the  army. 
Mr.  Peel  explained  the  system  as  it  now  existed  and 
the  principle  upon  which  commissions   were   given  to 
non-commissioned  officers,  pointing  out  the  advantages 
incidental   to  the   sale   and    purchase   of   commissions 
in    comparison    with    a    system    of    advancement    by 
seniority ;    he    thought     the     house     should    hesitate 
before  it  assented   to  the    address.  —  Lord    Lovaine 
opposed  the  motion,  considering  that  Lord  Goderich 
had  advanced  no  reason  that  would  justify  a  change  of 
system,  though  he  admitted  that  the  present  system  was 
not   perfect.  —  Mr.    Otway,   after  replying    to    Lord 
Lovaine,  argued  that  the  present  system  acted  injuriously 
to  the  private  soldier,  because  it  rendered  the  nominal 
boon  of  a  commission  no  boon  at  all. — Colonel  Sibthorp 
objected  to  a  change  of  system,  wishing  to  leave  "  well  " 
alone. — Mr.  Warner  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  as 
well  as  Captain  Scobell,  who  characterised  the  pur- 
chasing of  promotions  in  the  army  as  a  shopkeeping 
mode  of  getting  on  in  a  profession. — Sir   J.    Walsh 
contended  that  our  regimental  system,  as  it  was,  worked 
well;    that  it    had  been   tried,   and  for   the   last   half 
century  had   shown  an  indisputable   superiority    over 
that  of  every  other  nation  in  Europe. — Lord  Seymour 
observed  that  the  object  of  Lord  Goderich,  was,  that 
vacancies  should  be  given  almost  invariably  to  privates 
in  the  army.     The  effects  of  this  would  be,  that  ensigns 
would  be,  not  young  officers,  but  old  ones,  and  whereas 
it  was  desirable  that  young  men  should  be  brought  into 
the  army  who  had  passed  good  examinations,  a  well- 
instructed  class  of  officers  could  not  be  expected  from 
the  ranks.      Then,  how  could  merit  be  discovered  in 
time  of  peace  ?      Unless  we  had  seniority,  we  should 
have  favouritism  if  purchase  were  prohibited,  which  did 
not  necessarily  exclude  good  qualification.     He  objected 
to  the  motion  because  it  trifled  with  the  whole  question 
and  misled  the  house,  for  the  opponents  of  the  system  of 
purchase  had  not  suggested  any  substitute. — Mr.  J.  Ball 
denied  that   Lord  Goderich  proposed   that   the   great 
majority  of  the  commissioned  officers  should  be  made  up 
from  the  ranks  ;  his  proposition  was,  that  an  honourable 


career  should  be  opened  to  private  soldiers  by  affording 
them  some  certain  prospect  of  promotion. — LordELCHO 
said,  there  appeared  to  him  no  reasonable  objection  to 
the  former  part  of  the  motion,   except  that  it  was  un- 
necessary ;  for  the   moment  chosen   for   it  was   when 
nearly   one   hundred   commissions   had  been   given   to 
non-commissioned  officers.      With  regard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  motion,  he  could  not  agree  that  the  system 
was  injurious  to  the  public  service  and  unjust  to  the 
private  soldier,  and  he  objected  further  that  to  call  upon 
the  house  to  affirm  an  abstract  proposition  might  em- 
barrass  it,   and   likewise   cause   disappointment.       He 
defended  the  practical  result  of  the  present  system,  and 
attributed  the  outcry  raised  against  it  to  the  feeling  out 
of  doors  on  the  subject  of  the  occurrences  in  the  Crimea. 
— Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  (who  was  received  ;with  loud 
cheers  from  both  sides  of  the  house)  condemned  the  pre- 
sent system  as  a  plan   for  facilitating  favouritism,  which 
ought  no  longer  to  be  tolerated.      He  did  not  complain 
of  the  aristocracy  and  the  gentry  being  in  the  army  ;  he 
wished  to  see  them   there  in  greater  numbers  than  the 
commonalty ;    but    then  the  system   of  promotion   by 
purchase  advanced  the  former  class  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  latter.     It  was  almost  impossible  for  the  sons  of 
gentry  to  rise  in  the  army.     "  Look,"  said  Sir  De  Lacy, 
"  at  my  own  position.      We   are  beaten  by  time.     We 
are  kept  back  until  we  are  worn  out.      Those  who  have 
more  friends  get  up  to  the  higher  ranks  of  the  army, 
but  if  there  is  a  question  of  selecting  some   one  for  the 
command  of  a  corps,  or  an  army,  the  answer  is,  '  Oh  ! 
such    a    man   is  not  of    such    a    class '    and    '  Don't 
talk  to  lis  of  him.'      When  the  hon.  gentleman  tells  us 
that  50  or  100  commissions  were  appointed  to  the  army 
in  the  Crimea,  and  when  he  impresses  this  upon  us  as  a 
great  economy,  that  by  the  sale  of  these  50  or  100  com- 
missions all   ulterior  expense   to  the   country  will   be 
avoided,  I  really  think  he  is  putting  the  question  on  a 
very  low  and  inferior  ground,  and  takes  in  truth  a  most 
discreditable  view  of  the  subject.      Because  men  have 
400/.  or  500/.  are  they  to  be  put  over  the  heads  of  all  those 
non-commissioned   officers    and    private    soldiers,    and 
especially    those    non-commissioned   officers    who    are 
bearing  with  exemplary  patience  and  fortitude,  those 
dangers,  toils,  and  difficulties  in  the  Crimea  ?      Are  all 
these  men  to  be  set  aside  because  50,000/.  can  be  made 
of  it  ?     This  is  false  economy  altogether.      If  this  be  a 
good  thing,  you  are  bound  to  carry  it  out  in  all  institu- 
tions.    You  have  no  alternative.      We  are,  however, 
gradually  approaching  an  amelioration  of  the  system, 
notwithstanding ;    for  I  find  it  laid  down  that,  at  all 
events,  officers  of  the  army  must  be  gentry.  There  was  a 
timewhen  it  was  contended  that  theymust  be  allnobility. 
There  have  been  good  officers  of  all  classes.     Some  of 
the  armies  on  the  continent  require    their  officers   to 
have  ten  or  twelve  quarterings  of  nobility.    Princes  have 
also  become  great   officers,   nobles   have   become  great 
officers,  and  so  have  the  gentry  ;  but  let  us  compare  the 
number  of  great  officers  which  have  arisen  in  countries 
where  the  highest    classes   have  obtained  the   highest 
commands,  with    the  number  of   great   officers   which 
have  appeared   in  other  countries — for  instance,  at  the 
period  of  revolutions,  when  all  classes  have  had  a  free 
scope  for  the  development  of  their  talents.      You  have 
fifty  in  one  case  to  one  in  the  other.     In  France  a  num- 
ber of  great  officers  arose  at  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
but  it  so  happened  that  we  had  one  who  was  superior 
to   them   all — but   that   had   nothing   to    do  with    the 
question.      Compare  the  number,  then,  when  there  was 
a  free  scope  given  to  talent.  In  the  time  of  Louis  XIV., 
there  were  great  commanders,  no  doubt,  but  we  had  a 
greater  commander  than  all  his.  Our  own  revolution  was 
political  rather  than  military,  but  still  there  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  power  and  position,  Mr.  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Sir  De  Lacy  continued    by  reminding  the  house   that 
education  alone  was  not  sufficient  to  make  an  officer, 
and  that  the  system  of  examination  which  was  now  so 
much  relied  on  would,  in  many  cases,  prove  an  utter 
delusion.     But  even  in  matters  of  education  the  mass  of 
the   population   had   made   wonderful   advances.     The 
army  which  he   had  in  Spain  some  twenty  years  ago, 
collected   under  the  most  unfavourable  circumstances, 
showed  a  far  higher  degree  of  morality  than  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  army  in  the  Peninsular  war ;  while,  as 
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regarded  the  army  now  in  the  Crimea,  there  was 
hardly  anything  like  a  crime  committed.  He  admitted 
that  the  system  ought  to  be  changed  gradually,  but  he 
hoped  the  government  would  take  the  matter  up  with 
an  earnest  desire  to  put  the  service  upon  a  proper 
footing.  It  did  not,  indeed,  matter  much  in  time  of 
peace  what  the  system  was,  but  it  was  in  time  of  war 
that  the  evil  was  felt,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  not  only  had  campaigns  been  unluckily 
commenced,  but  that  sars  had  been  indefinitely  pro- 
longed, through  the  incapacity  of  the  generals  selected. 
With  regard  to  Sergeant  Sullivan,  he  held  that  the 
authorities  had  committed  a  gross  mistake  in  the 
matter.  As  a  general  of  division,  and  still  more  as 
commanding  on  the  spot,  he  held  that  he  was  entitled 
to  have  his  recommendation  attended  to,  especially  as 
Sullivan  was  of  excellent  character,  and  had  distin- 
guished himself  before  at  the  battle  of  Alma.  He  held 
that  in  this  case  a  direct  professional  affront — un-inten- 
tional  he  was  sure — had  been  put  upon  himself. — Mr.  S. 
Herbert  observed  that  the  debate  had  travelled  out  of 
the  motion.  The  house  had  been  discussing,  not  the 
case  of  private  soldiers,  but  what  should  be  the  rule  of 
promotion  in  the  army.  He  thought  it  was  an 
advantage  that  non-commissioned  officers  should  be 
promoted,  but  not  because  they  were  non-commissioned 
officers.  The  only  rational  rule  for  promoting  any 
man  was  detur  digniori.  Then  the  question  was,  were 
we  to  have  a  strong  educational  test  for  officers,  or  to 
take  men  because  they  were  privates  or  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  dispense  with  all  examination  ? 
This  consideration  must,  for  a  time  at  least,  limit  the 
admission  of  non-commissioned  officers  to  commissions. 
He  acknowledged  that  it  was  for  the  advantage  of  the 
army  that  there  should  be  pretty  frequent  admissions 
from  the  ranks  ;  hut  he  objected  to  laying  down  a  fixed 
rule  which  would  lead  to  a  system  of  class  promotion. 
Then  was  promotion  to  be  by  purchase,  seniority,  or 
merit?  He  admitted  that  much  might  be  said  against 
purchase  ;  but  serious  inconveniences  would  attend  its 
abolition.  Seniority,  as  a  rule,  was  objected  to  and 
was  objectionable,  and  selections  according  to  merit 
was  liable  to  abuse.  So  that  when  the  question 
of  purchase  was  looked  at  it  must  be  regarded  with 
reference  to  what  was  to  be  substituted  for  it. 
He  contrasted  the  military  system  of  this  country  with 
the  system  of  France  and  of  Russia,  and  argued 
that  we  could  not  lay  down  a  fixed  rule  as  to  the 
number  of  men  to  be  promoted  from  the  rank  ;  so  that 
it  was  a  question,  not  of  principle,  but  of  degree.  He 
was  confident  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  these 
promotions  would  go  on,  and  that  the  increased 
education  of  the  army  would  justify  its  continuance; 
but  he  asked  the  house  not  to  sanction  indiscriminate 
promotion.- — Lord  Palmerston  said  it  was  impossible 
to  deny  that  this  subject  was  one  of  great  importance 
and  of  great  interest — important  as  it  regarded  one  of 
the  great  institutions  of  the  country  in  which  rested  its 
defence,  its  dignity,  and  honour;  interesting  because  it 
concerned  all  classes  of  the  community.  One  of  the 
arguments  of  Lord  Goderich  was  that  the  present 
system  discouraged  recruiting  for  the  army;  but  this 
was  not  the  fact ;  recruiting  never  went  on  so  success- 
fully. The  question  of  the  purchase  and  sale  of  com- 
missions was  surrounded  with  difficulties.  If  we  were 
forming  our  army  for  the  first  time,  no  man  would 
think  of  making  commissions  matter  of  sale,  but  it  was 
another  thing  to  deal  with  a  system  which  had  long 
existed  ;  for  he  believed  that  this  was  the  remnant  of 
an  ancient  system  not  peculiar  to  the  army.  Abstract- 
edly, it  was  an  evil ;  but,  as  in  many  other  instances,  it 
was  not  unaccompanied  by  certain  countervailing 
advantages.  The  change  involved  considerations  of 
great  magnitude,  as  well  as  great  expense  to  the 
country.  Therefore  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
the  government  could  consent  to  this  sort  of  off-hand 
resolution.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  by 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  commissions  they  were  put 
tip  to  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
commander-in-chief  exercised  the  same  discretion  in 
selecting  men  permitted  to  purchase  commissions  as  he 
did  when  they  were  given  without  purchase.  With 
respect  to  the  promotion  of  non-commissioned  officers, 


he  thought  the  line  pursued  by  Mr.  S.  Herbert  ought  to 
be,  and  it  would  continue  to  be,  followed.  He  thought 
it  was  desirable  to  hold  out  to  privates  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  that  good  conduct  and  bravery  would 
earn  the  reward  of  a  commission,  and  he  was  satisfied 
that  by  increased  education  there  would  always  be  a 
considerable  number  of  sergeants  fitted  to  receive  com- 
missions. This  being  the  case,  he  hoped  Lord  Goderich 
would  not  divide  the  house,  which  might  give  an 
erroneous  impression  to  the  public  that  on  the  main 
principle  there  was  a  difference  of  sentiment,  but  would 
leave  it  to  the  government  to  follow  out  the  course 
already  adopted. — Lord  Goderich  declined  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  which,  upon  a  division,  was  negatived 
by  158  to  114. 

On  Friday,  March  2,  Lord  Palmerston,  in  reply  to 
a  question  from  Mr.  French,  stated  that  government  had 
received  despatches  announcing  the  Death  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Dundas,  Sir  G.  Grey  said  that  the 
further  progress  of  Lord  J.  Russell's  Education  Bill  had 
been  postponed  until  after  the  Easter  recess. 

Mr.  Roebuck  moved  a  resolution  authorising  the 
Sebastopol  Inquiry  Committee  to  conduct  its  Investiga- 
tions in  Secret,  and  argued  in  favour  of  that  mode  of 
proceeding. — The  relative  advantages  of  an  open  or 
secret  investigation  were  discussed  at  considerable 
length.  Ultimately  Mr.  Roebuck  yielded  to  the  evi- 
dent wish  of  the  house,  and  withdrew  his  motion  for  a 
secret  investigation,  recapitulating  at  the  same  time  the 
reasons  which  led  him  to  believe  that  a  close  committee 
would  have  been  the  best. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  supply,  the 
remaining  votes  of  the  series  on  the  Army  Estimates 
were  agreed  to,  after  a  miscellaneous  discussion.  The 
house  then  resumed. 

The  Exchequer  Bills  (17,183,000*.)  Bill  went  through 
committee. 

Lord  Palmerston  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
enabling  a  Third  Secretary  and  Under-Secretary  of 
State  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  bill  was 
brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 

On  Monday,  March  5,  Mr.  Rich,  on  the  order  for 
going  into  committee  of  supply,  moved  a  resolution, 
that  it  is  expedient  that  measures  be  taken  for  Pro- 
moting the  Efficiency  of  our  Military  Academies.  He 
insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  education 
of  officers  in  the  army,  to  which  end,  incentives,  he 
said,  were  wanting,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
promotion  was  obtained  in  the  army,  by  means  of 
interest  at  the  Horse  Guards,  and  he  adduced  instances 
in  which  appointments  to  the  staff  had  been  made 
without  reference  to  qualification  or  length  of  service. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  persons  who  received  com- 
missions were,  he  argued,  utterly  destitute  of  profes- 
sional education.  The  remedy  was  to  require  all 
candidates  for  commissions  in  the  army  to  undergo 
examinations  as  in  the  navy,  and  to  work  out  the  institu- 
tions for  preparing  officers  for  regimental  and  staff 
appointments  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  originally 
established. — Mr.  F.  Peel  said  there  could  not  be  two 
opinions  as  to  the  general  value  of  education  to  military 
officers.  The  more  the  facilities  for  learning  their  pro- 
fession were  multiplied,  the  more  their  minds  would  be 
disciplined,  their  understandings  cultivated,  and  their 
resources  increased.  But  he  would  not  have  the 
education  of  too  high  a  character,  since  by  adopting  a 
high  standard  the  services  of  many  valuable  officers 
would  be  lost.  He  admitted  that  the  institutions  for 
military  education  in  this  country  were  scanty,  and 
that  it  was  a  defect  in  the  present  system  that  officers 
appointed  to  the  staff  were  often  acquainted  with  only 
regimental  duties.  The  government,  he  said,  was 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  question,  and  were 
desirous  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion. — Colonel 
Dunne  contrasted  the  course  of  education  requisite  for 
officers  in  the  French  army  before  they  were  considered 
fit  for  statt'  appointments  with  the  negligent  and  in- 
efficient system  pursued  in  the  English  service.  In  our 
army,  he  contended,  there  was  no  security  that  the 
staff  officers  should  be  either  well-educated  or  suffi- 
ciently trained  for  the  performance  of  their  important 
duties. — Lord  Palmerston  observed  that  great  advan- 
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tage  would  arise  if  care  was  taken  that  in  every  step  of 
promotion  an  officer  kept  up  his  attainments.  The 
qualities  which  constituted  a  good  general  were  inborn ; 
a  great  many  more  men  were  fit  for  good  statesmen  than 
for  good  commanders.  At  the  same  time  it  was  im- 
portant that  officers  should  maintain  a  progress  ;  and,  if 
examinations  were  tests  of  military  knowledge,  he 
thought  they  should  take  place,  not  only  upon  an 
officer's  entrance  into  the  service,  but  that  he  should 
know  that  unless  he  kept  his  mind  going  he  would  not 
gain  a  step  in  promotion.- — Mr.  Hich  withdrew  his 
motion,  and  the  House  went  into  committee  of  supply 
on  the  Ordnance  Estimates.— Mr.  MoNBELL,  premising 
that  these  estimates  were  large  beyond  precedent,  pro- 
ceeded to  explain  the  several  votes,  stating  that  the  vote 
for  the  Ordnance-office  was  withdrawn. — In  the  course 
of  an  animated  discussion  which  arose  upon  the  first 
vote  of  1,402,961/.  for  barrack  supplies,  wages  and 
ordnance  stores,  severe  comments  were  made  by  Mr. 
Muntz,  Sir  J.  Paxton,  Lord  Seymour,  and  Mr.  New- 
degate  upon  the  alleged  mismanagement  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  with  reference  to  the  small-arm 
factory  at  Enfield  and  the  huts  and  barracks  to  be 
erected  at  Aldershott  and  Mr.  Muntz  moved  to  reduce 
the  vote  to  15,000/.  ;  but  the  motion  was  negatived 
upon  a  division  by  a  large  majority. 

On  Tuesday,  March  C,  Mr.  Craufurd  moved  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Edwin 
James,  Q.C.,  had  been  Appointed  to  the  Recorders/tip  of 
Brighton.  He  based  his  motion  upon  various  allegations 
touching  the  past  professional  career  of  the  above-named 
learned  gentleman,  especially  as  regarded  some  transac- 
tions connected  with  the  Horsham  election  in  1847. — 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Sir  J.  Walmsley,  and 
resisted  by  the  Attorney-General,  who  denounced  with 
much  indignation  the  attempt  to  affix  a  stigma  upon 
the  character  of  an  honourable  man  on  account  of  long 
past  transactions,  which  had  never  been  impeached  at 
the  time. — After  some  further  discussion,  the  motion 
was  withdrawn. — Mr.  Butt  moved  that  all  record  of 
the  motion  just  proposed  should  be  omitted  from  the 
journals  of  the  house. — Mr.  Craufurd  objected  to  such 
a  step  as  implying  the  falsehood  of  the  statements 
set  forth  in  the  resolution  he  had  placed  upon  the 
paper. — The  house  was  cleared  for  a  division,  but  none 
took  place,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  finding  a 
second  "  teller  "  to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Craufurd.  The 
motion  accordingly  passed  with  the  solitary  negative  of 
that  hon.  member. 

Mr.  Mackinnon  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  importance  of  establishing  Tribunals  of  Industry, 
by  whose  intervention  auy  claims  or  controversies 
between  masters  and  operatives  might  be  easily  and 
satisfactorily  adjusted.  After  briefly  explaining  the 
advantages  which  might  be  expected  from  the  operations 
of  tribunals  such  as  he  had  indicated,  the  hon.  member 
concluded  by  moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  law  and  action  of 
the  analogous  institution  known  as  the  Conseils  des 
Pmd'hommes  in  France. — Sir  G.  Grey  urged  that  all 
the  information  which  a  committee  could  collect  was 
already  within  the  reach  of  hon.  members. — One  or  two 
members  having  briefly  spoken,  Mr.  Mackinnon 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  during  a  motion  made  by  Mr. 
A.  Pellatt  for  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
operation  of  the  acts  regulating  Interments  in  Parochial 
Burial  Grounds  and  Proprietary  Cemeteries,  the  house 
was  counted  out. 

On  Wednesday,  March  7,  the  house  having  gone  into 
committee  on  Public  Libraries  and  Museums  Bill, 
considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the  successive 
clauses  of  the  measure,  and  several  amendments  were 
proposed  and  carried  affecting  the  details  of  the  bill. 
Among  others  a  proviso,  moved  by  Mr.  Ewart,  for 
enabling  the  libraries  established  under  the  new  measure 
to  take  in  newspapers,  was  adopted  upon  a  division,  by 
a  majority  of  64  to  22 — 42.  The  bill  went  through 
committee,  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Judgments  and  Execution 
Bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Macartney,  who  moved  that 
it  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. — Legal 
arguments  for  and  against  the  bill  were  advanced  by 


the  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Napier,  the  Attorney-General, 
Mr.  Whiteside,  Mr.  I.  Butt,  and  other  members.— Mr. 
Craufurd,  who  had  charge  of  the  measure,  having 
offered  some  brief  vindication  of  its  principle,  the  house 
divided — For  the  second  reading,  18;  against,  89.  The 
bill  is  consequently  rejected. 

The  Exchequer  Bills  (17,183,000/.)  Bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Ou  Thursday,  March  8,  Mr.  IlEYVfOOD  moved' that  a 
select  committee  should  be  appointed  "  to  inquire  into 
the  best  means  of  affording  to  the  nation  a  full  and 
equal  participation  in  all  the  advantages,  which  are  not 
necessarily  of  an  ecclesiastical  or  spiritual  character,  in 
the  Public  Schools  and  Universities  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  of  improving  the  educational  system  in 
those  great  seats  of  learning,  with  a  view  to  enlarge 
their  course  of  instruction  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  public  service." — Mr.  Ewart 
seconded  the  motion. — Lord  Palmerston  opposed  the 
motion.  Commissions  had  inquired  into  and  reported 
upon  the  state  of  the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge. A  bill  was  in  preparation  for  applying  to 
Cambridge,  mutatis  mutandis,  the  improvements  carried 
out  at  Oxford.  The  proposed  inquiry  would  be  a  waste 
of  time,  and  would  lead  to  no  practical  result. — The 
motion  was  withdrawn. 

Sir  Henry  Halford'  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  Restrain  Stoppages  from  Wages  in  the  Hosiery 
Manufacture.  It  was  literally  the  same  as  the  bill  of 
last  session.  Mr.  Packe,  Sir  Joshua  Walmsley,  Mr.  W. 
J.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Newdegate,  supported  the  motion:  it 
was  opposed  by  Sir  George  Grey,  Mr.  Gardner,  Mr. 
Biggs,  and  Mr. "Barrow.  On  a  division,  the  motion  for 
leave  was  negatived  by  96  to  58. 

Mr.  Majliks  called  attention  to  the  Recent  Naval 
Operations  in  the  Baltic,  and  moved  for  a  copy  of  any 
correspondence  that  had  passed  between  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  or  any  member  of  the  government,  with 
Sir  Charles  Napier,  since  the  20th  of  December  last. 
The  object  of  the  speech  with  which  Mr.  Malms 
accompanied  his  motion,  was  to  show  that  Sir  Charles 
Napier  had  been  unjustly  treated,  and  had  been 
censured  and  dismissed  from  his  command.  In 
doing  this,  he  made  a  large  use  of  a  private  corre- 
spondence which  had  passed  between  Sir  Charles 
Napier  and  Sir  James  Graham,  and  which  had 
been  supplied  him  by  Sir  Charles  himself.  His  main 
allegations  were,  that  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles  had 
met  with  the  unqualified  approval  of  the  Admiralty  up 
to  the  24th  September ;  that  subsequently  Sir  Charles 
had  been  goaded  to  attack  Sweaborg,  at  a  season  when 
the  weather  could  not  be  depended  on  for  two  hours  at 
a  time,  and  when  the  French  fleet  had  departed ;  that 
on  the  10th  October  Sir  Charles  tendered  his  resig- 
nation ;  that  an  "  angry  correspondence"  ensued  ;  and 
that  when  Sir  Charles  returned  he  was  ordered  "  to 
strike  his  flag  and  come  ashore." — Sir  Thomas  Herbert 
seconded  the  motion. — Sir  James  Graham  commented 
severely  on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Malins,  in  making  a 
lawyer-like  use  of  a  brief  held  for  Sir  Charles,  reading 
"garbled  extracts  "  from  documents  that  could  not  be 
produced,  and  from  private  letters  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  writers.  Sir  James  complained  that  he 
should  be  called  upon  to  defend  himself  with  bis  hands 
tied :  for  he  had  brought  no  papers,  and  his  fidelity  to 
the  public  service  would  not  permit  him  to  disclose  con- 
fidential correspondence  respecting  naval  operations 
only  suspended  during  the  winter,  to  be  carried  out 
in  the  spring.  Sir  Charles  had  not  been  urged  to 
attack  Sweaborg  except  in  accordance  with  bis  own 
plans,  at  the  time  he  should  select,  and  "  at  his  own 
discretion."  Upon  "  the  whole,"  Sir  James  had  ap- 
proved of  the  discreet  conduct  of  Sir  Charlts  in  his  com- 
mand ;  but  his  language  in  addressing  the  Admiralty 
was  "  turbulent  and  insubordinate,"  and  could  not  be 
submitted  to  ;  nor  could  the  course  he  had  subsequently 
pursued  be  passed  over  without  animadversion.  The 
course  taken  by  the  Admiralty  in  what  was  called  the 
"  dismissal  "  of  Sir  Charles  was  only  in  accordance  with 
precedent. — Admiral  Walcott  said  that  Sir  Charles 
Napier  was  dismissed  in  a  curt  way,  but  then  the 
Admiralty  deals  in  curt  ways.  He  thought  that  some 
mark  of  approbation  should  have  accompanied  the  order 
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to  strike  his  flag. — Sir  Charles  Wood  said,  he  had 
never  witnessed  a  course  similar  to  that  pursued  by  Mr. 
Malins,  and  he  must  protest  in  the  strongest  manner 
against  it.  It  is  impossible,  consistently  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  service,  to  produce  papers  discussing 
the  possibility  and  the  mode  of  attacking  certain  for- 
tresses in  the  Baltic,  just  as  a  fleet  is  about  to  proceed 
to  the  Baltic— Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  Mr.  Whiteside,  Mr. 
Otway,  Mr.  Cowper,  and  the  Attorney-General  sup- 
ported the  government  view. — Lord  Palm  erston  said  he 
must  vote  against  the  motion ;  but  he  should  be  sorry 
to  think,  admiring  as  he  did  the  professional  and  per- 
sonal character  of  Sir  Charles  Napier,  that  he  stood  in 
the  position  of  a  man  who  had  been  censured  and  dis- 
missed. Sir  Charles  had  rendered  important  service  in 
the  command  of  the  Baltic  fleet ;  and  nothing  which 
occurred  last  year  in  the  slightest  degree  diminished  the 
high  character  he  had  previously  attained  in  the  service 
of  his  country. — Mr.  Malins  having  obtained  this 
recognition  of  Sir  Charles's  merits,  withdrew  the  motion. 

On  Friday:,  March  9,  a  Wew  Writ  was  Ordered  for 
Taniworth,  Sir  R.  Peel  having  accepted  the  office 
of  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  committee  of  supply,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  reply  to  questions, 
stated  that  the  government  intended  to  proceed  with  the 
Newspaper  Stamp  Bill,  of  which  he  should  move  the 
second  reading,  on  Monday  week. 

Mr.  Williams  having  inquired  whether  there  was 
any  intention  of  forming  Volunteer  Rifle  Corps,  Lord 
Palmerston  replied  in  the  negative,  observing  that 
such  corps  would  occasion  considerable  expense  without 
offering  any  corresponding  advantages.  The  persons  who 
had  volunteered  for  the  service  were  chiefly  engaged  in 
civil  employments,  and  were  wholly  unlit  to  endure  the 
hardships  of  a  soldier's  life.  He  had  accordingly  ab- 
stained from  countenancing  the  offers  made  to  the 
government  on  the  subject.  The  house  then  went  into 
committee  of  supply,  and  proceeded  to  pass  the 
remaining  votes  belonging  to  the  series  of  Ordnance 
estimates. 

On  resuming,  the  second  reading  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylums  (Ireland)  Advances  Bill  was  moved,  and  a 
protracted  discussion  took  place  respecting  the  course 
which  should  be  adopted  in  regard  to  this  measure  in 
subsequent  stages.  Ultimately  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  on  the  understanding  that  if  certain  ob- 
jections urged  by  the  Irish  members  to  its  details  could 
not  be  obviated  by  special  arrangement  the  measure 
6hould  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

On  Monday,  March  12,  on  the  motion  for  going  into 
committee  of  supply,  Sir  J.  Packington  remarked 
upon  the  injury  to  the  public  service  that  must  arise 
from  the  Prolonged  Absence  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
Very  important  questions  were  at  the  moment  arising  in 
various  dependencies  which  called  for  immediate 
solution,  and  he  considered  the  ministry  highly  cen- 
surable if,  without  the  excuse  of  absolute  necessity,  they 
had  left  the  business  of  the  colonial  office  to  be  per- 
formed by  a  colleague  already  sufficiently  loaded  with 
the  duties  of  his  own  department. — Lord  Palmerston 
assured  the  house  that,  under  the  arrangements  that 
had  been  made  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
department  by  the  home  secretary,  there  was  no  dan- 
ger of  any  colonial  question  being  neglected.  —  Mr. 
Adderley  pointed  out  several  cases  and  incidents  in 
different  colonies,  which,  he  contended,  required  im- 
mediate and  exclusive  attention  from  the  colonial 
secretary. — Sir  G.  Grey  adverted  seriatim  to  the  cases 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Adderley,  and  argued  that  they  either 
presented  no  difficulty  or  no  urgency  for  their  solution. 
Neither  the  public  service,  nor  the  interest  of  the 
colonies  would,  he  submitted,  suffer  damage  from  the 
temporary  absence  of  Lord  J.  Russell. — Mr.  Lowe 
criticised  the  compact  which,  he  asserted,  Sir  J.  Pack- 
ington, when  colonial  secretary,  had  attempted  to  con- 
clude with  the  legislature  of  South  Australia.  —  Mr. 
Macgregor,  from  his  knowledge  of  Austrian  policy, 
feared  that  Lord  J.  Russell  would  undergo  a  long  de- 
tention at  Vienna  before  the  purpose  of  his  diplomatic 
mission  could  be  accomplished.  During  this  interval 
the  most  pressing  affairs  of  the  colonies  must  be  left 
unattended  to. 


The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  supply,  when 
the  votes  for  the  Commissariat  Service,  comprising  a 
gross  amount  of  about  2,400,000/.  were  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  F.  Peel,  and  agreed  to  after  considerable 
discussion. 

On  Tuesday,  March  13,  Mr.  Heyavood  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  law  as  to  Marriage 
with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  or  a  deceased  wife's 
niece.  In  support  of  the  motion  he  went  over  much 
of  the  ground  traversed  in  preceding  discussions,  in- 
sisting upon  the  growing  feeling  in  favour  of  a  change 
of  the  law,  and  the  increasing  number  of  these  marriages 
in  spite  of  the  law,  and  that  the  simplest  remedy  for 
this  state  of  things  was  to  repeal  the  prospective  prohi- 
bition of  these  marriages  contained  in  Lord  Lyndhurst's 
act  of  1835,  which  legalised  those  of  antecedent  date. 
He  referred  to  authorities  in  favour  of  permitting  such 
marriages,  contending  (mainly  upon  the  interpretation 
put  by  Sir  William  Jones  on  a  certain  phraseology  in 
the  18th  chapter  of  Leviticus)  that  they  were  not  for- 
bidden by  scripture,  the  prohibition  having  originated 
in  the  Greek  and  Roman  canon  law,  and  that  the 
principle  of  avoiding  such  marriages  on  the  ground  of 
affinity  could  not  be  traced  to  any  competent  authority, 
while  it  was  irreconcilable  with  that  of  allowing  natural 
affection  to  prevail. — Sir  F.  Thesiger  opposed  the  in- 
troduction of  the  bill,  because  the  question  had  been 
thoroughly  discussed  in  the  house,  the  details  were  com- 
paratively insignificant,  and  the  whole  question  was 
embodied  in  the  important  principle  of  the  bill.  He 
was  satisfied  that,  even  if  Mr.  Heywood  should  gain  a 
temporary  success,  he  had  no  chance  of  finally  carrying 
the  measure ;  and  he  appealed  to  him  whether  it  was, 
under  such  circumstances,  desirable  to  stir  a  subject  of 
the  kiud,  upon  which,  he  said,  no  new  light  had  been 
thrown  since  the  last  decision.  In  considering  the 
question  of  expediency,  he  denied  that  the  viola- 
tions of  the  law  had  been  so  frequent  as  Mr. 
Heywood  alleged,  and  argued  that  it  would  be 
of  the  worst  example  to  legislate  for  the  relief 
of  deliberate  offenders  against  the  law.  Upon  the 
religious  part  of  the  question,  respecting  which  he 
regretted  that  a  diversity  of  opinion  should  exist,  he 
maintained  that  the  precept  in  the  18th  chapter  of 
Leviticus  was  part  of  the  moral  law ;  that  it  contained 
a  general  prohibition,  including  the  case  in  question  ; 
and  that  the:  marriage  law  of  the  Jews  was  binding 
upon  Christians,  if  possible,  in  a  closer  and  higher 
degree  than  upon  the  Jews.  This  was  the  uniform 
opinion  of  the  early  church,  until  the  abuse  of  papal 
dispensations  placed  the  church  of  Rome  in  a  dilemma 
upon  this  point.  He  traced  the  English  law  in  respect 
to  these  marriages  down  to  the  year  1835,  when  the 
act  passed  which,  by  a  compromise  (which  he  con- 
demned), remedied  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  law 
by  legalising  preceding  marriages,  and  rendering  future 
marriages  within  the  degrees  of  affinity,  not  merely 
voidable,  but  absolutely  void.  Mr.  Hey  wood's  bill  did 
not  propose  to  include  all  cases  of  affinity  ;  but  if  the 
legislature  once  began  to  extend  the  limits  of  the 
marriage  law,  it  must  sweep  away  all  the  degrees  of 
affinity,  and  confine  the  prohibition  to  the  degrees  of 
consanguinity.  He  opposed  the  bill  because  it  would 
be  legislating  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  while  it  would 
introduce  discord  and  discomfort  into  families,  and 
destroy  the  finer  feelings  of  domestic  affection. — Mr. 
Bowyer,  Mr.  E.  Ball,  and  Mr.  Milnes  supported 
the  motion. — Mr.  R.  Puillimore  protested  against 
what  he  considered  to  be  extraordinary  doctrines  of  law 
propounded  by  Mr.  Hey  woodj  and  Mr.  Bowyer.  If  he 
wanted  an  argument  against  the  bill,  he  should  find  it, 
he  said,  in  its  limitations,  since  it  touched  only  certain 
cases  of  affinity,  and  excluded  Scotland  from  its  opera- 
tion. Without  entering  upon  the  theological  ground, 
he  thought,  as  no  case  had  been  made  out  for  this 
measure,  the  house  would  exercise  a  wise  discretion  in 
rejecting  the  motion,  on  the  grounds  of  policy,  expe- 
diency, and  justice. — Mr.  Spooner  said  he  should  vote 
for  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  without  pledging  himself 
to  all  the  details.  Pie  believed  the  existing  law  exerted 
a  most  demoralising  influence  upon  the  middle  and 
lower  classes  of  society,  and  that  it  was  completely 
against  the  law  of  God. — Mr.  Duummond  observed  that 
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Sir  F.  Thesiger  had  stated  the  true  history  of  the 
question ;  there  never  was  a  doubt  upon  the  mind  of 
the  church  as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  Levitical  text, 
until  from  the  third  century  to  the  fifth  began  the 
question  of  dispensations.— Lord  Palmerston  said  he 
should  vote  in  favour  of  the  motion.  He  could  not 
think  that  this  was  a  question  as  to  the  law  of  God 
after  the  act  of  1835,  which  parliament  would  not  have 
passed  if  there  had  been  such  a  fundamental  objection 
to  these  marriages.  Recollecting  the  maxim,  "  Quid 
prosunt  leges  sine  moribus  ?  "  believing  that  the  moral 
feeling  of  the  community  at  large  was  not  with  the 
existing  law,  that  there  was  no  moral  objection  to  these 
contracts  of  marriage,  and  that  the  law  caused  a  great 
deal  of  misery  and  social  evil  among  the  middle  and 
lower  classes,  he  should  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the 
motion. — Mr.  Walpole  observed  that  the  act  of  1835 
made  no  essential  difference  in  the  law  ;  it  said  that 
those  marriages  already  contracted  should  not  in  future 
be  voidable  in  the  lifetime  of  the  parties,  placing  them 
on  the  same  footing  as  they  stood  in  before  when  one  of 
the  parties  died  ;  it  left  the  parties  open  to  the  censure 
of  the  ecclesiastical  court,  though  it  did  not  illegitimatise 
the  children.  If  parliament  once  admitted  the  doctrine 
that  persons  were  entitled  to  be  relieved  from  the  con- 
sequences of  violating  the  law  of  the  land,  and  he 
believed  the  law  of  God,  in  this  matter,  he  saw  nothing 
to  keep  the  bonds  of  society  together.  He  implored 
Lord  Palmerston  to  consider  the  effects  upon  the  country 
of  this  interesting  question  being  continually  ventilated 
in  parliament  and  agitated  out  of  doors,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  to  the  general  feeling 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  to  a  large,  if  not  the  largest, 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  country. — Mr.  Cobden 
observed  that  the  opponents  of  this  measure  had  aban- 
doned their  strong  ground,  founded  upon  an  alleged 
divine  prohibition  of  these  measures.  He  believed, 
with  Lord  Palmerston,  that  public  opinion  out  of  doors 
did  not  uphold  the  existing  law,  but  that  it  sanctioned 
the  evasion  of  it.  He  knew  individuals  holding  a 
respectable  position,  who  had  gone  abroad  to  contract 
such  a  marriage,  and  who,  on  their  return,  suffered  in 
no  degree  the  estimation  of  society. — Upon  a  division, 
the  motion  was  carried  by  87  to  53. 

Mr.  J.  Ball  moved  a  resolution — "  That  it  is 
expedient  that  more  effectual  means  should  be  adopted 
to  improve  the  Education  of  Paxcper  Children  in 
Ireland  ;  "  enforcing  his  motion  by  a  description  of  the 
condition  of  those  children  and  the  defects  in  the 
practical  working  of  the  present  system  of  educating 
the  young  poor  in  Ireland.  He  suggested  remedies, 
and  the  application  to  Ireland  of  the  same  rules  and 
principles  as  were  adopted  in  England. — Mr.  Horsman 
admitted  that  the  existing  system  was  extremely 
deficient,  owing  to  the  effects  of  the  law,  which  required 
some  amendment,  so>  that  it  might  act  compulsorily 
upon  the  local  guardians.  Much  improvement  had, 
however,  taken  place,  and  as  a  change  was  coming  over 
Ireland,  and  a  new  and  happier  state  of  things  was  in 
prospect,  it  was  unreasonable  to  ask  the  government  to 
contribute  pecuniary  aid  towards  this  object,  and  unwise 
on  their  part  to  consent,  although  there  was  every  dis- 
position to  do  j  ustice  to  the  subject. — The  motion  was 
discussed  by  Mr.  Roche,  Mr.  S.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  and  Mr.  F.  Scully. — Lord  Palmerston,  in 
reply  to  the  claim  made  upon  the  consolidated  fund  for 
this  object,  remarked  that  while  England  received 
362,000/.  a  year  from  this  source,  Ireland  enjoyed 
730,000?. — Mr.  French  and  Mr.  Grogan  protested 
against  the  unfairness  of  this  comparison,  which  was 
defended  by  Mr.  Wilson. — Upon  a  division  the  motion 
was  negatived  by  80  to  32. 

On  Wednesday,  March  14,  on  the  motion  for  going 
into  committee  on  the  Friendly  Societies  Bill,  Mr.  P. 
Scrope  objected  that,  under  the  new  law,  these 
societies,  which  were  as  a  rule  of  very  brief  duration, 
would  go  before  the  public  with  the  prestige  of  regis- 
tration and  enrolment,  and  make  engagements  for  long 
terms  of  years  which  they  could  not  reach. — Sir  G. 
Grey,  Mr.  Bright,  and  Mr.  A.  Pellatt  spoke  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  and  the  house  went  into  committee. 
In  the  discussion  which  ensued,  clauses  6,  7,  and  8, 
constituting  a  central  unpaid  commission,  were    with- 


drawn, and  clauses  19,  36,  40,  and  44,  were  struck  out- 
The  rest  of  the  clauses  and  the  schedule  were  agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  March  15,  Mr.  Locke  King  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  Settling  of  the 
Estates  of  Intestates.  At  present,  he  remarked,  when 
persons  died  possessed  of  real  and  personal  estates, 
without  making  a  will,  the  law  dealt  with  and  dis- 
tributed the  different  species  of  his  property  in  a  very 
different  manner.  This  distinction  he  proposed  to 
obliterate  by  his  measure. — Mr.  Massey  seconded  the 
motion,  observing  that  the  bill  did  not  contemplate  the 
enactment  of  a  new  law,  but  simply  extended  to  real 
property  the  operation  of  the  existing  statute  of  distri- 
bution.—The  Solicitor-General  pointed  out  the 
extensive  nature  of  the  changes  in  the  law  of  property 
and  inheritance  which,  as  he  contended,  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  proposed  bill.  He  saw 
no  counterbalancing  advantages  of  sufficient  value  to 
justify  the  innovations  it  would  occasion. — Mr.  Ewart 
considered  the  modification  now  suggested  in  the  law  to 
be  wise  and  moderate,  and  conformable  to  the  spirit  of 
the  age.  On  a  division,  there  appeared — For  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill,  84 ;  against,  156.  So  the  motion  was 
lost. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
Probate  DtUy.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  impropriate 
tithes,  estates  belonging  to  corporations,  universities, 
bishoprics  and  capitular  properties,  should  pay  the  same 
probate  tax  that  is  now  levied  on  real  property.  The 
resolution  was  opposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  negatived  by  84  against  61. 

Mr.  Cobbett  moved  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
Limiting  to  Ten  Hours  per  Day  the  Period  of  Work 
by  Females  and  Young  Persons  in  Factories,  and  to 
improve  the  system  of  inspection  in  such  factories.  The 
principle  of  his  measure,  he  remarked,  had  been  adopted 
in  existing  factory  acts,  but,  from  circumstances  which 
he  detailed,  was  imperfectly  worked  out,  and  subject  to 
constant  evasion.  He  wished  to  render  the  provision 
on  this  subject  more  strict,  so  as  to  carry  iuto  effect  the 
intentions  of  the  legislature.  The  chief  object  of  his 
measure  would  be  to  abolish  the  "shift"  system  in 
factories,  and  enact  a  real  and  honest  ten  hours'  bill. — 
Mr  T.  Duncombe  seconded  the  motion. — Sir  G.  Grey 
objected  to  interfere  with  the  delicate  and  important 
relationship  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  opera- 
tives without  a  far  more  clearly  developed  necessity  than 
had  been  shown  to  exist  for  the  bill  now  proposed.  By 
the  present  factory  act  the  hours  of  labour  had  been 
abridged,  and  a  great  boon  given  to  the  female  and 
juvenile  workers.  Subsequent  measures  had  been 
passed  to  improve  the  act  of  1847,  in  which  the  interests 
of  the  operatives  were  carefully  consulted,  and  the  best 
arangements  that  seemed  practicable  effected,  both  for 
the  employers  and  the  employed.  Describing  the  nature 
and  effect  of  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  he  contended  that 
the  system  worked  well,  was  framed  upon  just  principles, 
and  ought  'not  now  to  be  lightly  disturbed. — Mr  W.  J. 
Fox  considered  that  the  bill  was  expedient  and  well 
timed.  It  did  but  place  the  operatives  in  actual  pos- 
session of  a  privilege  which  parliament  had  designed  to 
give  them,  but  which  had  been  defeated  by  an  accidental 
imperfection  in  the  law.  The  factory  act  had  done  so 
much  good,  and  received  so  much  approval,  that  there 
could  be  nothing  but  advantage  in  giving  full  enforce- 
ment to  the  principle  which  it  embodied. — Mr  Bright 
also  resisted  the  proposal  to  re-open  a  question  which 
had  formerly  excited  much  debate,  and  been  settled  at 
last  by  a  compromise.  The  manufacturers  had  accepted 
a  bill  limiting  the  hours  of  work  to  sixty  per  week ;  and 
it  would  be  most  mischievous  to  disturb  the  arrangement 
and  create  discord  throughout  the  manufacturing 
districts,  merely  for  the  sake  of  further  reducing  the 
sixty  to  fifty-eight  hours.  The  factory  act  was  exceed- 
ingly unpalatable  to  the  employers,  and  had  been  carried 
out  under  the  auspices  of  Mr  Horner  in  a  most  insulting 
manner.  Nevertheless  they  had  fulfilled  its  enactments 
in  a  spirit  of  good  faith,  and  should  not  now  be  outraged 
by  further  annoying  restrictions. — Mr  E.  Ball  sup- 
ported the  motion,  calling  upon  the  house  not  to  dis- 
regard the  appeal  made  to  them  on  behalf  of  the 
manufacturing  operatives.— Lord  Palmerston  gave  his 
official  contradiction  to  the  assertion  that  the  existing 
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factory  law  was  violated  to  any  serious  extent  either  in 
its  letter  or  its  spirit.  In  the  present  system  protection 
was  afforded  to  the  young  and  female  workers.  The 
bill  now  proposed  would  occasion  a  legislative  inter- 
ference with  adult  labour,  which  he  considered  a  vicious 
principle,  and  could  not  adopt  it,  even  so  far  as  to  consent 
to  the  introduction  of  the  measure. — Mr  Cobbett 
having  briefly  replied,  a  division  took  place,  when  the 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  was  negatived  by 
109  votes  to  101. 

On  Friday,  March  16,  Sir  J.  Pakington  moved  for 
leave  to  .bring  in  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  and 
promotion  of  Education  in  England  and  Wales.  His 
bill  was  to  be  altogether  permissive,  and  in  no  way  to 
interfere  with  the  educational  establishments  of  any 
description  already  in  existence.  To  carry  out  the 
scheme  he  proposed  to  create  districts,  which  in  towns 
were  to  correspond  with  the  municipal  boundaries,  and 
in  the  country  with  the  areas  of  the  poor-law  unions. 
In  every  district,  where  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
chose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  measure,  it  would  enable 
them  to  elect  a  board  of  education,  by  which  schools 
could  be  built,  and  rates,  limited  to  a  certain  maximum, 
levied  for  their  construction  and  maintenance.  These 
schools  he  designed  to  make  perfectly  and  invariably 
free  to  all  classes  of  scholars,  and  to  place  them  under 
the  supervision  of  the  committee  of  council,  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  grants  in  aid  for  their  support  from 
the  consolidated  fund.  Declaring,  finally,  his  convic- 
tion, that  religious  instruction  should  in  no  case  be 
separated  from  secular  teaching,  the  right  hon.  baronet 
described  the  precautions  by  which  he  hoped  to  reconcile 
the  religious  element  in  the  schools  to  be  established 
under  his  bill  with  the  conscientious  scruples  of  the 
members  of  different  sects. — Mr  Hadfield  strongly 
objected  to  the  levy  of  a  compulsory  vote  for  educational 
purposes.  He  contended  that  the  voluntary  principle 
had  already  done  much,  and  could  be  made  abundantly 
sufficient  to  provide  instruction  for  the  whole  population 
of  the  country. — Lord  Stanley  expressed  his  cordial 
approbation  of  the  proposed  measure.  The  voluntary 
principle  had  been  found  wanting,  and  was  now  prac- 
tically abandoned.— Sir  G.  Grey,  on  behalf  of  the 
government,  gave  a  ready  consent  to  the  introduction 
of  the  bill,  but  felt  little  sanguine  of  its  success.  He 
admitted  the  great  want  of  education,  but  feared  that, 
unless  attendance  were  rendered  compulsory,  indif- 
ference and  pecuniary  considerations  would  keep  a  large 
part  of  the  juvenile  population  away  from  the  schools. — 
Lord  R.  Cecil  thought  the  statements  respecting  the 
deficiency  of  education  much  exaggerated,  and  objected 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  of  religion  was 
disposed  of  in  the  bill. — Mr  W.  Fox  admitted  that  the 
bill  was  brought  forward  in  a  liberal  spirit.  Approving 
of  the  proposal  to  render  instruction  in  the  proposed 
schools  perfectly  free,  he  argued  in  favour  of  the  secular 
system. — Mr.  M.  Gibson*  remarked,  that  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  districts  rating,  and  the  gratuitous  supply  zi  the 
means  of  education,  all  parties  were  now  agreed.  There 
remained  the  perplexing  dispute  about  the  religious 
element,  which  he  contended  could  be  settled  only  by 
rendering  the  education  to  be  given  altogether  secular. 
On  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the  secular  system  he 
declared  that  a  bill  founded  on  these  principles  would 
be  very  shortly  offered  to  the  legislature. — Mr  Adder- 
ley  deprecated  the  rivalry  of  contending  bills,  urging 
the  importance  of  immediate  action.  He  commented 
upon  various  details  presented  in  Sir  J.  Pakington's 
measure,  expressing  a  general  approval  of  its  provisions. 
— Lord  Palmerston  rejoiced  in  the  hope  that  the 
important  subject  of  education  might  at  last  be  effec- 
tually provided  for.  Recognising  all  the  difficulties  of 
the  religious  part  of  the  question,  he  expressed  his  trust 
that  a  solution  might  be  found  for  them  by  means  of  a 
general  relaxation  in  those  extreme  prejudices  which 
had  hitherto  occasioned  so  much  perplexity. — Leave 
was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Sir  B.  Hall  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
better  Local  Management .  of  the  Metropolis.  The 
bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  the  second  reading  fixed 
for  16th  April. 

On  Monday,  March  19,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, after  moving  that  the  house  should  go  into 


committee  on  Newspaper  Stamps,  stated  that  the  bill 
which  he  designed  to  found  upon  the  resolutions  already 
laid  before  the  house  was  identical  in  principle  with  the 
measure  previously  introduced  by  Mr.  Gladstone.  He 
proposed  to  abolish  the  necessity  of  stamping  newspapers. 
All  the  liabilities  and  restrictions  under  which  news- 
papers lay  in  consequence  of  the  stamp-duty  were  to  be 
repealed,  and  either  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  im- 
pression of  every  journal  to  be  allowed  to  appear  on 
unstamped  sheets.  At  the  same  time,  any  publication, 
whether  containing  news  or  not,  so  long  as  it  was 
issued  at  intervals  of  not  less  than  31  days,  was  to  pass 
freely  through  the  Post-office,  if  printed  upon  sheets 
stamped,  as  at  present,  and  under  the  same  conditions 
of  amount  of  duty,  superficial  inches,  and  sureties  for 
the  solvency  and  responsibility  of  their  proprietors,  as 
was  now  practised  towards  existing  newspapers.  He 
concluded  by  moving  resolutions  to  the  above  effect. — 
Mr.  Gladstone  wished  to  have  greater  privileges 
granted  for  circulation  through  the  Post-office  to  the 
literary  periodicals  other  than  newspapers.  He  con- 
tended also,  that  some  copyright  protection  should  be 
afforded  with  respect  to  the  original  matter  contained  in 
the  public  journals. — Sir  F.  Baring  objected  to  the 
sacrifice  of  revenue  which  the  bill  would  occasion. — Mr. 
M.  Gibson  insisted  upon  the  expediency  of  enlarging 
to  the  utmost  possibleMimits  the  privileges  of  the  press. 
— After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  M'Gregor  and  Mr. 
Warner. — Mr.  Bentinck  apprehended  that  the  abo- 
lition of  the  stamp  would  deluge  the  country  with  trashy 
publications. — Mr.  Bright  remarked  upon  the  enormous 
expenditure  which  the  house  had  sanctioned  on  account 
of  the  war,  and  called  upon  it  not  to  grudge  200,000^. 
for  the  extension  of  the  best  means  of  instruction  among 
the  public. — Some  observations  having  been  made  by  Mr. 
Packe,  Sir  H.'.Willoughby,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Phillimore,— 
The  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  house  resumed. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  a  committee  of  supply, 
Sir  H.  Willoughby  commented  on  the  amount  of  the 
Unfunded  Debt,  objecting  to  the  permanent  practice  of 
issuing  Exchequer  Bills  without  authority  of  Parliament. 
This  led  to  a  long  and  desultory  financial  conversation. 

Mr.  Stafford  called  attention  to  the  Medical 
Arrangements  for  the  Sick  and  Wounded  Soldiers  in 
the  East.  Upon  many  points  he  considered  that  the 
existing  provisions  and  arrangements  of  the  hospitals  at 
Scutari  and  Smyrna  were  in  great  measure  inadequate  ; 
and  he  urged  several  queries  touching  the  future  inten- 
tions of  the  government  with  regard  to  those  establish- 
ments.— Mr.  F.  Peel  replied  upon  all  the  points 
presented  by  Mr.  Stafford,  describing  the  condition  of 
the  camp-hospitals,  the  "establishments  at  Balaklava, 
Scutari,  and  Smyrna,  as  well  as  that  of  the  transports 
employed  in  conveying  the  invalid  soldiers.  The  num- 
ber of  the  sick,  though  diminished  lately,  still  re- 
mained very  high,  but  their  state  and  treatment  had 
undergone  much  amelioration  from  the  arrangements 
recently  made  by  order  of  the  government  for  that 
purpose. — Lord  Palmerston  added  that  three  gen- 
tlemen of  high  qualifications  for  the  task,  namely,  Dr. 
Sutherland,  Dr.  Gavin,  and  Mr.  Rawlinson,  had  lately 
been  sent  to  the  East  for  the  special  purpose  of  in- 
specting and  suggesting  improvements  in  the  hospitals, 
armed  also  with  powers  to  carry  out  their  suggestions 
without  delay. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  committee  of  supply,  and 
a  vote  of  1,638,000Z.  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Post- 
Office  was  agreed  to,  after  considerable  discussion  upon 
the  Irish  branch  of  the  postal  service. 

On  Tuesday,  March  20th,  Mr.  Roebuck  referred  to 
some  Discontent  among  the  Inhabitants  of  Newfound- 
land, on  account  of  the  delay  in  the  introduction  of  the 
promised  representative  institutions  in  that  colony. — 
Lord  Palmerston  assured  the  house  that  faith  would 
be  kept  with  the  colonists  as  to  the  establishment  of 
a  representative   government   in  Newfoundland. 

Mr.  Lowe  having  remarked  upon  the  critical  condition 
of  the  Colony  of  Victoria  at  the  date  of  the  last 
despatches,— Sir  G.  Grey  observed  that  the  disturbances 
which  had  occurred  among  the  gold  diggers  had  been 
promptly  suppressed.  The  constitution  prepared  for 
the  colony  would,  he  added,  be  shortly  presented  for 
consideration  to  parliament. 
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Colonel  North  moved  a  series  of  resolutions  relative 
to  the  Military  College  at  Sandhurst,  -with  the  view 
of  extending  and  improving  the  means  of  education  for 
officers  in  the  army  afforded  in  that  establishment.  He 
proposed  also,  that  free  education  and  maintenance 
should  be  granted  in  the  college  for  the  orphan  sons  of 
officers  of  the  army,  navy,  or  marines. —  Some  con- 
siderable discussion  took  place  on  the  motion,  and 
calls  were  made  for  a  division.  Ultimately,  however, 
Lord  Palmerston  consented  to  refer  the  subject  to  a 
committee,  and  on  this  intimation.  Colonel  North 
withdrew  his  resolutions. 

Sir  D.  Norreys  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
Restricting  the  Powers  of  Grand  Juries  in  Ireland, 
withdrawing  from  them  all  control  over  the  local  ex- 
penditure, and  entrusting  the  administration  of  local 
affairs  to  elected  councils. 

Sir  J.  Walmsley  proposed  a  resolution  for  Tlirowing 
open  the  British  Museum  and  National  Gallery  for 
public  inspection  after  morning  service  on  Sundays. 
So  far  from  occasioning  any  desecration  of  the  day,  the 
opportunity  to  visit  these  collections,  he  contended, 
would  tend  to  purify  the  tastes,  elevate  the  character, 
and  deepen  the  religious  sentiments  of  the  people. 
Sunday  was  emphatically  the  poor  man's  day,  and  it 
was  only  just  to  furnish  him  with  the  means  of  spending 
it  most  beneficially  to  his  mind  and  body. — Mr  A.  Pel- 
i.att  proposed  an  amendment,  that  the  Museum  and 
National  Gallery  should  be  opened  on  Saturdays  and 
Mondays,  as  being  more  convenient  to  the  working 
classes. — A  good  deal  of  discussion  ensued,  in  the  course 
of  which,  Mr.  Gocjlburn,  adverting  to  the  amendment 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Pellatt,  promised  on  behalf  of 
the  trustees  of  the  British  Museum  that  the  establish- 
ment should  be  thrown  open  on  Saturdays  if  that  pro- 
ceeding were  proved  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
public.  Respecting  the  original  motion,  he  urged  that 
if  the  Museum  were  opened  on  Sunday  the  precedent 
would  be  set  for  allowing  shows,  theatrical  entertain- 
ments, and  amusements  of  every  character  on  the 
seventh  day. — Lord  Palmerston  opposed  the  motion, 
believing  that  the  respectful,  observance  of  Sunday  was 
either  a  symptom  or  a  cause  of  morality  and  good 
conduct  among  the  people.  Individual  actions  might 
be  left  to  the  consciences  of  individuals,  but  parliament 
should  not  sanction  a  step  which  would  shock  the 
religious  scruples  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
community. — Sir  J.  "Walmesley  offered  to  withdraw 
his  motion.  The  members  opposed  to  it,  however, 
insisted  on  recording  their  votes,  and  a  division  took 
place.  For  the  [original  motion,  48 ;  against,  235 — 187. 
— The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn  without  a 
division. 

On  Friday,  March  23rd,  The  Lord  Advocate  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  People  in  Scotland.  In  sketching  the 
principal  features  of  the  measure,  he  remarked  that  it 
was  substantially  the  same  a3  the  one  introduced  last 
session,  but  defeated  principally  through  party  in- 
fluences. As  a  preliminary  step,  he  proposed  to  or- 
ganise a  corps  of  inspectors,  who  were  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  educational  wants  of  every  district  in 
Scotland,  and  the  best  means  of  supplying  them.  Pro- 
vision for  public  education  in  that  country  had  hitherto 
been  compulsory — a  characteristic  which  he  proposed  to 
preserve,  but  at  the  same  time  not  to  retain  the  system 
under  the  exclusive  superintendence  of  the  Established 
Church.  Religious  instruction  was,  however,  to  be 
given  in  all  the  schools  with  the  proviso,  that  atten- 
dance of  the  scholars  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
their  parpnts.  He  proposed  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  parish  schools,  and  raise  the  salaries  of  the  school- 
masters, throwing  the  expense  upon  the  general 
assessment  for  educational  purposes,  and  transferring 
the  management  from  the  presbytery  to  the  heritors  in 
the  several  localities.  Denying  the  allegation  that  his 
measure  was  calculated  to  advance  the  Free  Church, 
the  Lord-Advocate  declared,  that  his  object  had  been  to 
attain  perfect  impartiality,  and  to  assuage  the  spirit  of 
sectarianism. 

On  Monday,  March  26,  the  house  having  resolved 
itself  into  committee,  in  order  to  consider  the  royal 
message  respecting  the  Sardinian  Treaty. — Lord  Pal- 


merston moved  an  address  in  answer  to  the  Crown  > 
and,  after  briefly  recapitulating  the  terms  of  the  con- 
vention, went  on  to  explain  the  advantages  which  he 
anticipated  to  arise  from  it  both  to  the  allies,  in  carrying 
on  the  war  with  Russia,  and  to  Sardinia  itself,  by 
bringing  that  country  into  cordial  union  with  the  great 
powers  of  Europe.  —  A  resolution  sanctioning  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  and  authorising  the  advance 
of  money  to  Sardinia  under  the  terms  specified  therein, 
was  put  from  the  chair. — A  long  and  desultory  con- 
versation ensued ;  but  ultimately  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Newspaper 
Stamp  Bill  was  prefaced  by  the  presentation  of  numerous 
petitions  in  favour  of  the  measure,  many  of  which 
prayed  that  all  printed  matter  should  be  allowed  trans- 
mission through  the  Post-office  at  a  rate  of  Id.  for  four 
ounces. — Mr.  Deedes  moved  that  the  further  progress 
of  the  bill  should  be  postponed  until  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  made  his  financial  statement. — Sir 
Lytton  Bulwer  reminded  the  house,  that  he  had  been 
the  first  to  introduce  a  measure  for  abolishing  the  taxes 
on  knowledge.  Twenty  years  had  elapsed  since,  and 
had  only  strengthened  his  objections  to  the  impost. 
The  dangers  which  were  then  supposed  to  attend  any 
removal  of  restrictions,  or  encouragement  for  cheap 
newspapers,  were  shown  to  have  been  altogether  ima- 
ginary. Low-priced  publications  now  abounded,  and 
evinced  no  degradation  either  in  character  or  ability. 
Respecting  the  financial  objection,  he  expressed  his 
conviction  that  the  Exchequer  would  practically  lose 
nothing  by  the  measure  ;  and  pointing  to  the  rapid 
spread  of  education  among  the  people,  enlarged  upon 
the  benefits  which  cheap  literature  had  already  dis- 
pensed, or  held  in  store  for  us  if  we  allowed  it  free  scope. 
— The  Attorney  General  supported  the  measure  on 
legal,  and  Sir  F.  Baring  on  financial  grounds. — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  supported  the 
measure.  Existing  literary  properties,  he  argued, 
would  sustain  no  injury.  The  reduction  of  duty  in 
1836  had  been  equally  dreaded,  but  led  to  a  beneficial 
result.  Admitting  that  the  bill  was  likely  to  occasion 
an  immediate  loss  to  the  revenue  of  200,000^.  per  annum, 
he  assumed  the  responsibility  of  providing  some  suffi- 
cient substitute.  Should  the  measure  be  adopted,  he 
stated  that  the  government  were  prepared  to  establish  a 
book-post  for  the  conveyance  of  all  printed  matter  at 
lower  rates,  and  with  more  extended  facilities  than  had 
hitherto  existed. — Mr.  Disraeli  supported  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  ;the  tax  should  not.be  sur- 
rendered before  the  method  by  which  it  was  to  be 
replaced  was  known. — Lord  Palmerston  supported 
the  bill,  which  was  read  a  second  time,  by  a  majority  of 
21-5  against  161. 

On  Tuesday,  March  27,  Major  Reed  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
present  mode  of  conferring  commissions  in  the  army,  by 
purchase  or  otherwise.  After  some  discussion,  the 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  104  against  70. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mouse  of  lords.— Monday,  Feb.  26th.— Criminal  Justice  Bill 
read  a  second  time. — Purchasers'  Protection  against  Judg- 
ments Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

27th. .—Criminal  Justice  Bill  committed. 

Thursday,  March  1st. — Common  Law  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

2h& — Lord  Clarendon's  announcement  of  the  Death  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia. — Common  Law  Procedure  Bill  read  a 
third  Lime  and  passed. 

5th.— Royal  assent  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  £3.000,00(1,  and 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  £0,000,000  Bills.— Education  in  India, 
Lord  Monteagle's  motion. 

Cth.— Case  of  Lord  Lucan,  Lord  Raglan's  letter.— Bishop  of 
Exeter's  motion  on  Roman  Catholic  Processions. 

9th. — Ticket  of  Leave  System ,  Lord  St.  Leonard's  statement. 

12th.— Secretaries  and  Under  Secretaries  of  State  Bid  read 
a  second  time. 

13th.—  Marine  Mutiny  Bill  read  a  second  time— Mutiny  Bill 
committed.— Tea  Duties  Bill  committed.— Exchequer  Bills 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

15th.— Marine  Mutiny  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
— Ecclesiastical  Courts  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

16th.— Royal  assent  to  a  number  of  Bills.— Criminal  Justice 
Bill  re:  id  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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19th. — Earl  of  Lucan's  case. 

20th. — Prussia. — Lord  Lyndhurst's  speech. 

23rd. — The  Militia. — Lord  Panujure's  statement — Criminal 
Procedure,  Lord  Brougham's  speech. 

26. — Royal  Message — Convention  with  Sardinia.  Court  of 
Chancery  Bill  in  Committee. 

27. — Militia  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  —  Monday,  Feb.  26th.  —  Supply,  Army 
Estimates. — Militia  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

27th. — Mr.  Kennedy's  Case. 

28th. —  Episcopal  and  Capitular  Estates  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

Thursday,  March  1st.  —  Scbastopol  Committee  ;  Mr.  Roc- 
buck's  Report. —  Promotion  in  the  Army;  Lord  Goderich's 
motion. 

2nd. — Sebastopol  Committee  ;  Mr,  Roebuck's  application  for 
Secresy. — Supply,  Army  Estimates. — Bill  for  Third  Secretary 
and  Under-Secretary  of  State  in  the  House  of  Commons  read 
a  first  time. 

5th. — Mr.  Rich's  Motion  on  Army  Organization. — Ordnance 
Estimates. — Tea  Duties  Suspension  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  Ecclesiastical  Courts  Bill  committed. 

6th. — Recorder  of  Brighton ;  Mr.  Crawford's  motion. — House 
counted  out. 

7th. — Public  Libraries  and  Museums  Bill  committed. — Judg- 
ments and  Executions;  Mr.  Crawford's  Bill  thrown  out. — 
Secretaries  and  Under-Secretaries  of  State  Bill  committed. 

Sth. — Purchasers'  Protection  against  Judgments  ;  Lord  St. 
Leonard's  Bill  committed. — Tea  Duties  Suspension  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. — Mutiny  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. — Secretaries  and  Under-Secretaries  of  State  Bill  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

9th. — New  Writ  for  Tamworth. — Ordnance  Estimates. — Lu- 
natic Asylums  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time.  —  Marine 
Mutiny  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  —  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

12th. — Supply,  Commissariat  Estimate. 

13th. — Marriage  Law  Amendment ;  leave  given  Mr.  Hey- 
wood  to  bring  in  Bill. — Irish  Pauper  Children  ;  Mr.  Bali's 
motion  negatived. — Vacating  of  Seats  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

14th. — Friendly  Societies  Bill  committed. 

15th. — Real  Estate;  Mr.  Locke  King's  motion  negatived. — 
Probate  Duty;  Mr.  Williams's  Motion  negatived. —  Factory 
labour  ;  Mr.  Cobbett's  motion  negatived. — Purchasers'  Pro- 
tection Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

16th. — Education  Bill  read  a  first  time. — Metropolitan  Local 
Management ;  leave  given  Sir  B.  Hall  to  bring  in  Bill. — Militia 
(Ireland)  Bill  committed.— Lunacy  Act  Amendment  Bill  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

19. — Newspaper  Stamps  ;  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
resolutions. —  Burial  Grounds  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

20th. — British  Museum  ;  Sir  J.  Walmesley's  motion. — News- 
paper Stamps  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

28rd. — -Dwelling  Houses  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
—Education  in  Scotland ;  Lord  Advocate's  Bill. — Intramural 
Burials  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

26. — Convention    with   Sardinia.     Newspaper   Stamps   Bill 
read  a  second  time.   Criminal  Justice  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
27. — Commissions  in  the  Army,  Major  Reed's  motion  nega- 
tived.   Friendly  Societies  Bill  committed  pro  forma.     Report 
from  Committee  of  Supply  brought  up. 


The  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the 
British  Army  in  the  Crimea,  of  which  Mr.  Roebuck  is 
chairman,  began  its  proceedings  on  Monday,  the  5th 
instant.  All  the  members  were  present ;  and  after  the 
committee  had  deliberated  for  some  time  with  closed 
doors,  the  public  were  admitted,  and  the  room  was 
immediately  crowded.  The  first  witness  was  Mr. 
George  Dundas,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  Rifle  brigade, 
now  member  for  Linlithgowshire.  He  had  been  in  the 
Crimea,  unofficially,  from  the  17th  to  the  29th  of 
December;  and  while  at  Balaklava  he  had  visited  the 
front  every  day,  weather  permitting.  His  statements 
touched  on  a  great  variety  of  matters,  which  he  had 
already  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  cavalry 
horses  were  picketed  in  the  open  air,  without  rugs,  and 
dying  of  starvation.  At  first  he  was  supposed  to  have 
said  they  had  eaten  each  other's  manes  and  tails,  but 
when  the  question  was  put  distinctly,  he  said  he  had 
not  himself  seen  the  horses  eating  each  other's  manes 
and  tails,  but  they  looked  as  if  they  had  suffered  severely 
from  hunger.  The  artillery  horses  were  better  off — 
perhaps  they  had  sheds.  There  were  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  tons  of  bran  in  hags  lying  ashore  at  Balaklava, 
and  trusses  of  hay  floating  about,  he  knew  not  why  ;  it 
might  have  come  ashore  after  the  wrecks  on  the  14th 
November.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  cavalry  men  had 
sufficient  food,  nor  how  they  got  it;  they  were  in  rags, 
and  seemed  in  a  state  of  great  dirt  and  misery.     The 


infantry  were  mostly  in  rags  :  he  understood  that  their 
rations  were   short ;   that  half-rations  were   common ; 
that  they  had  no  regular  supplies  of  rice,  which  is  a 
specific  for  diarrhoea  ;  they  were  badly  shod ;  they  had 
little  fuel,  while  an  abundance  of  wood,  the  debris  of 
the  wrecks,   was  floating  in  and  out  of  the  harbour. 
The  roads  were  very  bad.     The  water  at  Balaklava  was 
very  dirty,  but  there  were  no  dead  bodies  floating  about. 
The  graves  in  the  burial-grounds  were  very  shallow, 
because  of  water  in  one,  and  the  shallowness  of  the  soil 
in  another.     There  was  no  regular  pier  ;  the  best  pier 
was  made  of  trusses  of  hay  ;  but  the  water  was  deep, 
and  there  were  great  facilities  for  landing  from  boats. 
The  main  street  at  Balaklava  was  muddy.  The  hospitals 
there  were  in  better  condition  than  he  had  heard  they 
had  been.     He  could  not  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the 
state  of  the  sick  in  the  camp.     The  men  would  have 
been  well  supplied  had  there  been  facilities  for  getting 
up  stores  from  Balaklava.     The  second  witness  was  Sir 
De  Lacy  Evans,  but  a  good  deal  of  what  he  said  was 
nearly  inaudible.  The  scope  of  his  examination  extended 
to  the  movements  of  the  army  before  they  reached  the 
Crimea.     With  respect  to  the  encampment  at  Varna,  he 
said  there  was  great  difficulty  in  finding  healthy  sites, 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  water ;  but,  during  the 
prevalence  of  cholera  there,  he  only  lost  sixty  men  out 
of  his  own  division  of  six  thousand.     At  the  landing  in 
the  Crimea,  the  soldiers  had  the  option  of  carrying  their 
knapsacks.     The  tents  were  not  taken  on  the  march, 
because  means  of  transport  could  not  be  found.     With 
respect  to  the  road  down  from  the  heights  to  Balaklava 
Mr.  Roebuck  asked,  "  Could  not  a  certain  number  of 
men  have  rendered  it  secure?"     General  Evans — "I 
think  if  a  thousand  men  had  been  employed  upon  it  for 
about  ten  days,  they  could  have  rendered  it  practicable." 
Mr.    Roebuck — "Then   why    was    that    not    done?" 
General  Evans — "  The  men  could  not  be  spared,  as  they 
were  so  overwhelmed  with  work  in  the   trenches.     I 
think,  now,  it  would  have  been  as  well  if  they  had  been 
employed  on  the  roads  :  but  it  is  much  easier  to  form  an 
opinion  after  than  before."     As  to  the  food  of  the  men, 
General   Evans  said — "There    were    difficulties;    but 
there  was  constantly  a  great  pressure  from  the  want  of 
means  of  transporting  it,  and  tbere  were  contests  besides 
among  the  parties  in  charge  of  the  commissariat  depart- 
ment.     Those    contests    arose   in   consequence   of  the 
persons  who  were  sent  out  being  utterly  incompetent 
for  their  duties.     They  might  be  very  good  clerks  in  the 
Treasury,  but  they  knew  nothing  about  the  duties  of 
the    commissariat    department.      So    great    were    the 
differences  among  them,  that  I  was  compelled  to  write 
to  the  commander-in-chief,  and  one  by  one  they  were 
removed.     I   believe    one    died    from    disappointment 
at     his     removal."     The     commissariat    ought    to    be 
removed   from   the   civil,    and  placed    under    military 
authority.   .General    Evans   repeatedly   attributed   the 
loss  of  men  chiefly  to  "overworking  beyond  all  pro- 
portion."    "  There  was  a  difficulty  in  getting  the  stores 
at  Balaklava,  which  arose  from  no   person  being  there 
to  sign  the  necessary  documents,  and  those  forms  were 
rigidly  observed." 

Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  continued  his  evidence  on 
Tuesday,  the  6th. — Commenting  on  the  great  deficien- 
cies of  the  transport  and  commissariat  services,  he 
expressed  his  firm  belief,  that  when  the  war  was  com- 
menced, it  was  never  imagined  that  gunpowder,  or  even 
the  magazines  to  which  he  had  referred,  would  be 
required.  Certain  it  is  that  those  arrangements  were 
not  made  which  were  absolutely  necessary.  At  Varna, 
it  was  very  evident  that  the  army  was  waiting  for  the 
results  of  protocols  and  conferences,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Russians  were  still  carrying  on  the  campaign. 
At  that  time  the  deficiency  in  the  personnel  of  the 
commissariat  department  was  remarkable.  There  were 
great  complaints  of  the  shoes  and  tools  supplied  to  the 
men. — His  division  was  very  inadequately  supplied  with 
medicines.  There  was  but  little  fault  to  find  with  the 
medical  staff.  It  may  have  been  too  weak.  Speaking 
of  the  hospital  arrangements,  he  said  that  it  seemed  as,if 
at  first  it  was  expected  there  would  be  "no  wounds." 
The  ambulance  carts  were  "  too  large  and  too  heavy." 
There  was  a  deficiency  of  fuel  and  of  tents. 

The    witnesses   examined    on    Wednesday,  the   7th, 
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were  General  Bentinck,  Mr.  Stephen  Owen,  the  only 
surviving  officer  of  the  Resolute,  lost  on  the  14th 
November,  and  Captain  Wrottesley  of  the  Royal 
Engineers.— General  Bentinck  left  the  Crimea  on  the 
8th  November.  His  evidence,  therefore,  threw  little 
light  upon  the  state  of  the  army.  The  men  wounded 
at  the  Alma  were  all  taken  off  the  field  before  noon  the 
next  day.  There  were  not  sufficient  medical  men  in 
the  brigade  of  Guards.  While  he  was  there  the  brigade 
began  to  want  clothing ;  there  was  some  in  store  at 
Constantinople,  but  it  was  at  first  uncertain  whether 
the  army  would  winter  in  the  Crimea  or  not.  The  men 
did  not  want  food  ;  they  wanted  fuel.  The  ambulance 
carts  were  "  too  large  and  too  heavy;  "  the  men  com- 
plained of  them.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  camp  was 
satisfactory.  He  thought  the  mortality  was  principally 
caused  by  the  want  of  clothing  and  exposure  under 
canvass  at  such  a  season,  the  hard  work,  and  want  of 
rest.  As  to  the  state  of  the  road  to  the  camp,  he 
thought  very  little  could  have  been  done  to  improve  it, 
as,  even  had  there  been  labour  enough  available, 
macadamisation  would  have  made  it  almost  as 
impassable  as  the  mud ;  there  was  nothing  between  it 
and  the  plank  road  or  rail.  No  men  could  be  spared  to 
attempt  to  make  it. — Mr.  Owen's  evidence  was  to  the 
effect,  that  the  master  of  the  Resolute  had  asked,  but 
could  not  obtain,  permission  either  to  go  into  port  at 
Balaklava,  or  lie  off  the  coast  under  topsails.  The 
Resolute  carried  ammunition  :  there  were  other  ships 
laden  with  ammunition  in  the  port,  that  might  have  been 
the  reason  why  the  Resolute  was  not  allowed  to  remain 
there.  Captain  Wrottesley  spoke  to  the  deficiency  in 
the  supply  of  land  transport  when  the  troops  were  at 
Varna.  It  was  the  chief  difficulty  against  which  the 
engineers  had  to  contend. — The  mistake  of  our  commis- 
sariat was  supposing  that  what  worked  well  in  the  high 
civilisation  of  Great  Britain  would  do  in  semi-civilised 
countries.  The  commissariat  ought  not  to  be  charged 
with  the  transport  of  the  army :  it  was  the  chief  cause 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  department  ;  it  was  over- 
whelmed by  applications  for  the  means  of  conveyance. 
On  Thursday,  the  8th,  General  Bentinck  made  some 
additions  to  his  evidence.  He  said  that  the  commis- 
sariat officers  attached  to  his  brigade  were  very  efficient. 
"  The  commissariat  were  sometimes  very  strict.  On  one 
occasion  a  voucher  was  sent  back  to  me  because  it  was 
signed  half  an  inch  too  low.  I  then  took  the  liberty  of 
saying,  that  if  this  ever  occurred  again  I  would  have 
that  commissary  turned  out  of  the  service.  The  diffi- 
culty never  did  occur  afterwards.''  "  The  tools  supplied 
to  the  pioneers  were  bad ;  they  were  too  few,  and  of 
inferior  quality.  The  same  tools  had  been  tried  at 
Chobham,  and  found  inefficient ;  yet,  the  tools  supplied 
to  the  pioneers  in  the  Crimea  were  of  the  same  kind." 
"  All  my  staff  spoke  French,  but  none  of  them  had 
passed  an  examination  at  the  College  of  Sandhurst." 
The  other  witnesses  on  that  day  were  Dr.  Vaux,  sur- 
geon of  the  Harbinger  steamer,  and  Mr.  Layard,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  committee.  Dr.  Vaux  described  how 
the  Harbinger  had  taken  a  cargo  of  vegetables  to 
Balaklava  ;  how  they  were  detained  a  fortnight  de- 
livering it ;  how  it  got  offensive  and  dangerous  before 
it  was  discharged,  and  the  whole  rotted  on  (the  beach. 
There  was  bread  spoiling  on  the  beach  also.  Mr.  Layard 
said  that  he  was  present  and  saw  the  army  disembark  in 
the  Crimea.  The  infantry,  and  parts  of  the  artillery 
landed  in  British  boats  ;  but  they  were  unfit  for  landing 
the  horses,  and  for  the  horses  and  part  of  the  artillery 
French  flat-bottomed  boats  were  obtained.  Our  troops 
had  not  the  same  means  of  conveying  baggage  as  the 
French.  The  field  department  of  the  French  is  very 
perfect.  Their  men  cook  better.  The  moment  they 
arrived  on  the  heights  before  Sebastopol,  they  set  about 
building  hospital-sheds.  The  English  troops  had  no 
idea  how  tents  ought  to  be  pitched.  Before  he  left 
Balaklava  the  harbour  was  in  a  filthy  state.  Nothing 
had  been  done  to  provide  storeage,  but  all  was  in  con- 
fusion. Balaklava  was  not  so  favourable  a  landing-place 
as  Kamiesch  Bay  ;  but  if  wharfs  had  been  built,  matters 
would  have  been  better.  The  burial-ground  at  Bala- 
klava was  very  badly  selected.  The  road  to  the  camp, 
although  the  bad  weather  had  not  set  in,  was  "  broken 
up."     The  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  was  unsatis- 


factory. With  regard  to  the  unroasted  coffee — "  At 
Constantinople  there  is  nothing  else  going  on  but  coffee- 
roasting  "  ;  and  he  had  suggested  that  persons  should  be 
engaged  at  Constantinople  to  roast  coffee  :  but  that  was 
not  attended  to.  Mr.  Layard  said  he  had  lived  with  the 
engineer  officers  on  the  right  attack,  and  they  com- 
plained that  the  tools  supplied  were  "  very  bad  indeed." 
Some  of  the  fusees  were  so  bad  they  did  not  burst  at  all. 
The  new  traversing  platforms  for  the  guns  were  disabled 
the  first  day  of  firing,  and  on  the  second  disabled  and 
destroyed. 

On  Friday,  the  9th,  the  witnesses  were  Mr.  James 
Clay,  owner  of  steam  transports  ;  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Parker, 
chaplain  of  the  First  Division  ;  and  Mr.  Vellacott,  chief 
officer  of  the  Harbinger.  Mr.  Clay,  partly  corroborated 
by  Mr.  Vellacott,  described  the  state  of  Balaklava  and 
its  immediate  neighbourhood, — the  filthiness,  the  dis- 
order, and  particularly  the  total  anarchy  in  the  unload- 
ing, the  responsibility  for  which  he  fastened  upon  Cap- 
tain Christie.  He  enlarged  upon  the  superiority  of  the 
Hull  method  of  transporting  horses  lying  on  the  ballast, 
which  is  used  by  horse-dealers,  over  the  method  of 
slinging  hitherto  used  by  government.  Mr.  Parker 
enlarged  upon  the  hospital  discomforts  ;  the  wasteful 
mismanagement  of  the  stores  ;  and  the  want  of  system 
under  Admiral  Boxer,  whose  manners  he  described  as 
being  rough  and  repulsive. 

The  witnesses,  on  Monday  the  12th,  were  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge — whose  presence  excited  particular  in- 
terest; and  Colonel  Wilson,  of  the  Coldstream  Guards. 
The  Duke  of  Cambridge  followed  the  course  of  the  army 
from  Scutari,  where  he  joined  it  in  May,  to  Sebastopol 
where  he  left  it  at  the  end  of  November.  At  Scutari, 
the  commissariat  operations  were  not  so  satisfactory  as 
could  be  desired  :  there  was  a  great  deficiency  of  forage  ; 
there  were  no  depots  for  storing  provisions  and  other 
things.  At  Varna,  the  troops  were  never  actually  in 
want  of  provisions,  but  now  and  then  supplies  were  not 
as  regular  as  could  be  wished,  and  forage  was  still  irre- 
gularly issued.  No  want  of  medical  men  was  felt  in  the 
First  Division,  until  the  cholera  broke  out ;  but  the 
Duke  thought  there  should  always  be  three,  instead  of 
two,  assistant-surgeons  to  each  regiment.  The  sickness  he 
attributed  to  the  climate  ;  and  the  great  mortality  of  the 
Guards,  170  out  of  3000,  chiefly  to  the  want  of  porter 
as  a  beverage,  to  which  the  men  had  been  accustomed 
in  London.  There  was  not  enough  for  the  whole  army, 
and  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  make  exceptions. 
The  bread  issued  at  Varna  was  not  so  good  as  the 
French  bread ;  but  the  Duke  heard  no  complaints 
as  to  the  deficiency  of  supply.  When  they  landed 
in  the  Crimea,  they  expected  to  be  attacked  imme- 
diately :  for  that  reason,  they  carried  with  them 
as  little  as  possible.  With  few  exceptions,  every  man 
wounded  at  the  Alma  was  taken  into  the  hospital 
the  same  evening.  The  trenches  were  begun  before 
Sebastopol  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  army.  "  If 
we  could  have  spared  men  (the  Duke  said)  to  make  a 
road,  it  would  have  been  most  essential  ;  but,  as  far  as 
my  division,  we  could  not  find  men  to  make  a  road  and 
work  in  the  lines  too."  The  First  Division  was  very 
well  served  by  the  commissariat ;  up  to  the  date  of  his 
departure  they  had  never  been  a  day  without  their 
rations  ;  once  or  twice  they  might  have  been  short  of 
rum,  but  they  always  had  bread  and  meat.  The  com- 
missariat is  not  suited  to  the  field,  and  should  be  placed 
under  military  authority.  He  attributed  the  irregular 
feeding  of  the  horses  to  the  head-quarter  commissariat : 
and  the  non-formation  of  depots  to  the  commissary- 
general,  Mr.  Filder.  No  provision  was  made  for  feeding 
the  baggage-animals,  and  his  baggage-animals  constantly 
had  no  food  at  all ;  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  shoot 
twenty-two  ponies  one  morning.  He  was  very  fortu- 
nate in  his  staff;  two  of  whom — Captain  Butler,  killed 
at  Inkermann,  and  Captain  Hardinge — had  taken 
honours  at  Sandhurst.  He  had  a  good  medical  staff. 
The  ambulance  carts  were  too  heavy,  and  inconvenient. 
The  loss  of  life  in  the  Guards  was  not  caused  by  want  of 
medicines.  Over-work  was  the  great  cause  of  sickness. 
He  conceived  the  men  were  worked  to  such  a  degree 
that  no  men  could  stand  it  without  being  seriously 
affected  in  health.  The  Highland  Brigade,  stationed 
near  Balaklava,  better  supplied  and  not  worked  half  so 
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much,  did  not  suffer  half  so  much  as  the  rest  of  the 
division.  The  tools  supplied  for  working  parties  were 
very  bad,  especially  the  bill-hooks,  which  rendered  the 
obtaining  fuel  still  more  difficult,  as  the  men  had  nothing 
to  cut  it  with.  They  had  been  complained  of  at  Chob- 
ham.  The  camp-kettles  now  in  use  were  made  upon  a 
pattern  approved  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  during  the 
Peninsular  War.  To  special  questions  by  Mr.  Layard, 
the  Duke  answered — "  No  modern  improvements  in 
clothing  have  been  introduced  into  the  army,  such  as 
waterproof  coats  and  sheeting."  "  I  think  generally 
there  has  not  been  much  change  in  the  state  of  the  army 
since  the  Peninsular  War,  except  in  the  arms  of  the 
the  troops,  in  which  there  has  been  a  great  im- 
provement by  the  Minie  rifle."  "  There  has  been  a 
very  great  change  in  the  character  of  the  men — a 
wonderful  change  even  in  my  time."  Colonel  Wilson 
went  over  pretty  much  the  same  ground  as  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge ;  confirming  the  previous  evidence,  by 
details,  as  to  the  over-working  of  the  men,  the  bad  effect 
upon  the  health  of  the  officers  from  want  of  means  of 
transport,  and  upon  officers  and  men  from  lack  of  tents. 
He  also  testified  to  the  short  supplies  of  fresh  meat,  and 
the  inadequate  provision  for  the  wounded. 

On  Tuesday  the  13th,  the  witnesses  were  Captain 
Shakspeare  of  the  Horse  Artillery,  Mr.  Joseph  Crowe  ; 
Mr.  Kellock,  Master  of  the  Himalaya ;  Colonel  Sparkes, 
of  the  48th  Regiment ;  and  Sergeant  Dawson,  of 
the  Grenadier  Guards.  Captain  Shakspeare  spoke 
very  distinctly  on  three  points.  The  horses  of  his  troop 
were  well  supplied  in  Bulgaria ;  before  Sebastopol  they 
were  not  got  under  cover  until  the  middle  of  December, 
when  seventy  had  died  ;  the  supply  of  forage  was 
pretty  good,  but  after  the  storm  in  November,  the  men 
had  to  go  to  Balaklava  to  fetch  it.  The  Artillery  had 
fresh  meat  three,  and  sometimes  four,  times  a  week  ; 
they  had  a  good  supply  of  clothes ;  from  the  first  a 
waterproof  sheet  to  lie  on,  and  had  not  the  severe  work 
which  the  infantry  had  to  perform.  He  was  president 
of  a  committee  which  sat  to  report  upon  the  tools,  and 
all  were  condemned  except  the  pickaxes.  The  bill- 
hooks were  especially  bad.  Fresh  tools  were  issued 
before  he  left,  but  they  were  as  bad  as  the  first.  All 
the  tools,  stores,  harness,  and  all  things  for  the  Artillery, 
were  sent  out  direct  from  Woolwich  to  Mr.  Young  at 
Balaklava.  Mr.  Crowe  (who  was  the  Correspondent  of  the 
Illustrated  London  News)  said  that  he  was  not  employed 
in  any  military  capacity  in  the  Crimea.  He  spoke  to  the 
mismanagement  of  the  harbour.  The  Trent,  with  240 
mules  on  board,  was  kept  waiting  five  days  because  huts 
for  their  reception  were  not  ready.  She  remained  some 
days  longer  with  artillery-platforms,  which  Captain 
Christie  thought  it  was  the  business  of  the  ordnance 
department  to  land  ;  and  after  all  she  returned  to 
Varna  with  a  quantity  of  fodder  on  board.  There  were 
plenty  of  crews  who  would  have  landed  the  stores  had 
they  been  paid.  The  fodder  was  not  landed  because 
there  was  no  place  for  it.  On  a  previous^occasion,  the 
Trent,  with  200  bales  of  hay,  was  ordered  to  Varna 
without  landing  them.  Captain  Kellock,  illustrated  the 
transport  system.  The  Himalaya  had  altogether  con- 
veyed 1682  horses,  two  of  which  only  had  been  lost.  He 
transported  the  horses  of  the  ambulance  corps ;  the 
men  were  old  pensioners,  and  addicted  to  drinking. 
The  Himalaya  also  took  charcoal  from  Constantinople  to 
Balaklava.  There  were  about  650  sacks.J  lit  was  much 
wanted  by  the  army.  When  he  arrived  with  it  at 
Balaklava,  it  was  not  landed,  because  Captain  Christie 
would  not  receive  it ;  and  he  took  it  back  to  Constanti- 
nople again.  Witness  was  extremely  anxious  about  the 
charcoal,  and  offered  Captain  Christie,  if  he  would 
receive  it,  to  land  it  by  his  own  boats,  and  with  his  own 
crew.  It  was  not  received,  and  witness  carried  it  back 
to  Constantinople  again.  There  he  delivered  it  to 
Admiral  Boxer,  who  sent  lighters  to  land  it.  He  had 
daily  opportunities  of  examining  the  harbour  of  Balak- 
lava. It  was  in  a  very  beastly  condition,  with  offal 
floating  about  thrown  over  from  the  ships.  The  offal 
floating  in  the  harbour  could  easily  have  been  removed. 
He  would  have  made  a  requisition  to  the  commander  of 
one  of  the  ships  of  war,  and  with  100  men  from  her 
crew  he  would  have  undertaken  to  clean  out  the 
harbour  and  the  town  in  seven  days.     He  did  not  know 


whose  business  it  was  to  keep  order  in  the  place.  He 
never  saw  any  order  kept  at  all.  When  he  was  at  Con- 
stantinople he  was  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Boxer.  The  Himalaya  required  1200  tons  of  coals,  and 
from  want  of  system  at  Constantinople  they  were  often 
seven  days  being  put  on  board ;  at  Malta  they  could 
have  been  shipped  in  twenty-four  hours.  Sergeant 
Dawson  had  lost  an  arm  at  Inkermann.  He  gave  em- 
phatic evidence  as  to  the  wretched  things  supplied  as 
tools.  He  worked  in  the  trenches,  and  often  heard 
complaints  of  the  tools.  The  bills  would  not  cut  a  piece 
of  wood  ;  pieces  chipped  out  of  the  edges  an  inch  long. 
The  pickaxes  were  generally  bad  ;  they  were  always 
coming  off  the  handles,  if  they  did  not  break  ;  and  the 
shovels  were  worse  than  the  picks. 

On  Wednesday,  the  14th,  the  witnesses  were  Colonel 
Kinloch,  the  Earl  of  Cardigan,  and  Mr.  Macdonald  of 
the  Times.  Colonel  Kinloch  gave  an  account  of  a 
transaction  as  to  Spanish  mules.  In  March  last,  he 
suggested  to  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  the  purchase  of 
mules  in  Spain  ;  and  understood  subsequently  from  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  that  the  suggestion  was  considered  a 
good  one,  but  that  it  would  cause  too  much  expense. 
Three  months  afterwards,  he  was  sent  for  by  Sir  Charles 
Trevelyan,  in  the  name  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
and  then  received  instructions  to  proceed  to  Spain  to 
purchase  500  mules.  That  was  about  the  middle  of 
June.  Between  that  time  and  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, he  purchased  500  mules  ;  300  for  pack-saddles 
and  200  for  harness. — The  prices  ranged  between  151. 
and  30/.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  commissariat 
officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  ascertain  the  expenses  and 
draw  Treasury  bills.  That  officer  sometimes  remarked, 
when  the  rate  ;of  exchange  was  very  high,  that  the 
government  would  not  like  it :  but  upon  witness  re- 
plying that  it  was  a  work  of  necessity,  that  the  animals 
must  be  got,  and  that  he  would  bear  the  responsibility, 
the  commissariat  officer  made  no  further  difficulty. 
He  embarked  300  of  these  animals  at  Barcelona  on  the 
26th  August,  in  the  Trent ;  which  was  well  fitted  for 
the  purpose.  The  remaining  200,  strong  powerful 
animals,  were  detained  at  Alicante  until  December. 
He  had  to  keep  them  at  a  daily  cost  of  a  shilling  per 
head,  besides  the  wages  of  the  muleteers.  Everybody 
charged  him  high  ;  he  was  cheated  by  everybody,  as 
as  he  had  no  non-commissioned  officer  to  look  after  the 
distribution  of  the  stores.  Several  mules  died  at 
Alicante  from  kicks  and  disease.  The  delay  arose  from 
the  detention  of  the  transports  in  the  Black  Sea.  At 
length,  on  the  20th  December,  he  embarked  the 
remainder  at  Alicante,  in  the  Poictiers.  She  had  been 
hastily  fitted  up,  without  slings  or  buckets ;  the  rolling 
of  the  ship  drove  the  mules  from  side  to  side  ;  two  died, 
and  others  were  maimed.  He  was  not  restricted  in 
price.  He  could  have  obtained  plenty  more  mules,  but 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  getting  people  to  take  charge  of 
them  ;  the  regular  muleteers  declined  to  quit  Spain.  A 
proposal  was  'made-  to  him  ,by  a  capitalist  in  Madrid, 
for  the  English  government  to  hire  mules  at  so  much 
per  day,  and  he  would  send  out  the  best  muleteers 
with  the  animals :  but  the  government  declined  the 
proposition.  He  thought  it  was  the  only  means  by 
which  good  muleteers  could  be  obtained.  The  Earl  of 
Cardigan  described  the  progress  of  the  light  cavalry 
brigade,  from  Kululee  to  Sebastopol.  The  light 
cavalry  were  healthy,  and  well  supplied  both  with 
food  and  forage,  until  after  the  battle  of  Balaklava. 
Then  a  great  want  of  forage  began  to  be  felt :  they 
were  eighteen  days  without  hay,  while  there  was  plenty 
at  Balaklava;  but  the  roads  were  so  impracticable  it 
could  not  be  brought  up.  The  horses  were  picketed  in 
the  open  air,  and  suffered  very  much.  The  clothing  of 
the  men  had  become  very  bad  when  he  left ;  no  warm 
clothing  had  been  issued.  The  general  impression  was 
that  the  army  would  not  'winter  in  the  Crimea.  No 
stores  were  formed.  It  was  known  that  the  army 
would  have  to  winter  in  the  Crimea  two  days  after  the 
battle  of  Inkermann  ;"and  then  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  purchase  of  clothing,  by  sending  men  to  Con- 
stantinople. The  men  did  not  return  for  a  month, 
because  Admiral  Boxer  found  no  means  of  giving  them 
transport.  The  great  deficiency  of  forage  for  his  horses 
was,    under   the  circumstances,    unavoidable.      With 
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respect  to  Balaklava,  nothing  could  be  worse  than  the 
state  of  the  harbour.  No  attempt  was  made  to  clean  it. 
He  concluded  that  Captain  Christie  wiss  answerable  for 
the  state  of  the  harbour,  "  But,  at  the  same  time,"  he 
added,  "  it  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  anomaly 
that  the  officer  who  is  supposed  to  have  the  entire 
management  of  the  harbour  should  be  subject,  more  or 
less,  to  the  authority  of  the  captain  of  any  man-of-war 
which  may  happen  to  come  in,  which  causes  divided 
authority."  He  had  no  complaint  to  make  as  regards 
his  medical  or  military  staff;  and  had  no  difficulty 
with  the  commissariat  on  account  of  forms.  Mr.  Mac- 
donald  administered  the  fund  intrusted  to  the  Times 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  Before  he 
went  out  to  distribute  this  fund,  he  saw  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  and  Dr.  Andrew  Smith.  They  told  him  it 
was  not  likely  the  fund  would  be  of  any  kind  of  use 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded:  even  admitting 
the  want  of  supplies,  they  said  that  such  want  must 
have  long  ago  ceased.  Mr.  Macdonald  described  the 
condition  of  "the  hospitals  ;  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
varied  supplies  he  had  furnished  from  the  fund  at  his 
disposal.  The  whole  of  the  purveying  establishment 
consisted  of  an  old  man  of  seventy,  Mr.  Ward  ;  who, 
dying,  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Wreford,  aged  sixty,  two 
assistants,  and  three  boys.  When  the  supplies  fell 
short,  the  chief  officer  did  not  purchase  supplies,  but 
wrote  home.  The  sick  suffered  from  the  want  of  neces- 
saries, but  there  was  no  one  to  order  them  to  be  pur- 
chased. Lord  Stratford  de  Redcliffe  had  the  power  of 
making  purchases  ;  but,  for  some  reason,  it  was  not 
used.  The  medical  authorities  did  not  apply  to  the 
ambassador ;  and  the  blame  of  not  having  sufficient 
supplies  rested  with  them,'as  they  knew  where  to  obtain 
what  was  wanted,  and  could  have  obtained  it  much 
more  easily  than  Mr.  Macdonald.  The  great  failure 
was  in  the  purveyor's  department.  If  a  man  wanted  a 
shirt,  for  instance,  a  requisition  was  written  for  a  shirt, 
and  taken  to  the  purveyor;  who  would  say,  "there 
is  no  such  article  in  store,"  or  "  call  again  to-morrow." 
Miss  Nightingale  would  then  be  applied  to,  and  she 
found  means  of  supplying  it.  Dr.  Menzies  was  at  the 
head  of  the  hospital  department  when  he  arrived;  but 
there  was  no  real  head — no  one  who  would  take  re- 
sponsibilities on  himself,  until  the  arrival  of  Dr. 
Cumming. 

On  Thursday,  the  15ih,  the  Earl  of  Lucan  was 
examined,  and  his  evidence  occupied  the  entire  sitting. 
— In  command  of  the  cavalry  division,  Lord  Lucan  had 
the  state  of  the  horses  prominently  before  him.  From 
the  outset  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  commissariat 
arrangements.  Arriving  in  May  at  Kululee  Barracks, 
within  four  miles  of  Scutari,  he  found  two  inexperienced 
young  gentlemen — Mr.  Murray,  son  of  the  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  Mr.  Cookesley  —  both  fresh  from  the 
treasury,  in  charge  of  the  commissariat.  There  was  no 
hay.  In  June  the  cavalry  reached  Varna,  and  the 
same  sort  of  scarcity  was  felt  there.  Lord  Lucan  made 
frequent  complaints  in  person  to  Commissary-General 
Filder  and  the  quartermaster-general  ;  but  matters 
were  not  mended,  and  latterly  he  communicated  only 
by  letter,  and  kept  copies  in  a  book,  deeming  it  the 
"  safer"  course.  He  had  to  employ  an  aide-de-camp  to 
discharge  as  he  best  could  the  duties  which  ought  to 
have  been  discharged  by  the  commissariat. — Arrived  at 
Balaklava,  matters  became  worse.  For  about  three 
weeks  the  supply  of  fodder  was  pretty  regular ;  but  it 
consisted  of  barley,  which  did  not  agree  with  the 
horses.  No  hay  was  delivered  till  the  end  of  October, 
and  the  supplies  soon  fell  off.  While  the  horses  were 
suffering  and  dying,  there  were  immense  quantities  of 
hay  at  Balaklava  ;  it  was  not  landed,  but  was  carried  to 
and  fro  from  port  to  port.  Quantities  too,  were  floating 
about  in  the  harbour.  All  this  misconduct  Lord  Lucan 
attributed  to  the  commissariat.  In  consequence  of  a 
visit  he  paid  to  General  Canrobert,  the  French  general 
undertook  to  lend  the  English  cavalry  under  his  lord- 
ship's command  thirty  days'  forage  of  chopped  straw. 
This  was  done ;  but  the  French  becoming  short  of  the 
article  themselves,  complained  that  the  loan  had  not 
been  repaid.  To  short  provisions,  excessive  labour  in 
doing  the  work  of  the  transport  service  was  superadded  ; 
and  the  horses  died  in  great  mimbers.     On  the  17th 


January,  Lord  Lucan  wrote   to   the   adjutant-general, 
complaining    of    the   cavalry  being  employed   in  such 
destructive  work.     An  "  observation  "  was  made  on  the 
margin  in   these  terms — "Lord   Raglan  desires  me  to 
observe,  that  the   more  work  and  less   food,  the  more 
care."     Lord  Lucan  addressed  the  commander-in-chief 
himself  on  the  subject ;  remarking  that  "  the  suffering 
of  the  horses  was  so  great,  that  unless  a  speedy  cessation 
of  their   labour  took  place,  the  whole  regiment  would 
be  destroyed."     To   this  no   answer  was   given.     The 
men  were  also  badly  fed,  and  suffered  much  from  the 
mud  in   which  they   were  obliged  to  stand.     "  Their 
appearance  was  remarkably  good,  nevertheless."     The 
cavalry  was  further  employed  in  removing  the  sick  to 
the    coast;     a  bad   arrangement  as  regarded  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty.     Many  of  the  sick  persons  had 
never  been  on  horseback   before,  and  deaths  in   the 
saddle  were  not  unfrequent.     On  October  the  8th  the 
heavy  brigade  had  884  horses  fit  for  duty,  and  23  sick 
or  lame.       The    light  brigade   at   the  same  date,  had 
about  1000  j  but  the  men  were  very  sickly  ;  and  when 
the   heavy  brigade  joined  he    transferred   100   horses 
from  the  light  to  the  heavy  brigade,  to  make  up  the 
losses  sustained  by  them  at  sea.     On  the  31st  December 
the  whole  division  possessed  1153  horses.     On  January 
31st  it  possessed  810.     Between  the  8th  October  and  the 
31st  January  1100  horses  were  lost. — The  want  of  nose- 
bags for  the  horses  had  led  to  much  waste  of  food  ;  and 
by  this  hangs  another  tale  of  the  transport  service.  "  In 
the  month  of  January,  the  captain  of  the  Jason  came  to 
me  and  begged  me  to  assist  him  in  getting  nosebags  and 
other  horse  materials  landed  from  his  ship,  which  had 
been    on    board    from    the    previous    May."       Horse 
medicine  too  was  deficient — the  Medway  brought  out  a 
large   quantity  of  horse  medicine  in  June,  but  it  was 
never  discovered  till  the  following  January. — When  he 
took  charge  of  the  last  lot  of  mules  that  arrived,  he 
proposed  to  Lord  Raglan  to  form  a  transport  corps,  to 
be    entirely   separate    from    the   commissariat.       Lord 
Raglan  wrote  him  a  private  letter,  thanking  him  for 
the"  suggestion ;    but  said  the  matter  had  been   under 
the  consideration  of  the  English  government,  and  the 
officers  were  coming  out.     Lord  Lucan  had  no  doubt 
that  he   could   have    formed    such   a  corps  from   the 
materials  on  the   spot.     He   calculated   the   weight   of 
each  man's  daily  rations,  including  everything,  at  three 
pounds  ;     and   assuming   each    mule   could   carry   240 
pounds,  300  mules  would  be  sufficient  to  carry  all  the 
provisions   of  the  army  from  Balaklava  to   the   front. 
He  also  said  he  could  have   organised  an   ambulance 
corps  in  a  week. 

Mr.  Augustus  Stafford,  M.P.,  was  examined  on 
Monday  the  19th.  His  evidence  related  to  the  state  of 
the  hospitals.  He  had  met  with  no  obstruction  at 
Scutari.  The  authorities  seemed  desirous  of  remedying 
the  existing  evils.  The  state  of  the  hospitals  on  his 
arrival  was  indescribably  filthy.  There  was  one 
horrible  miisance  which  infected  the  place,  and  made 
the  anteroom  almost  impassable,  and  which  arose  from 
the  stoppage  of  soil-pipes.  He  applied  to  Dr.  Macgregor 
to  get  those  places  cleaned  out :  Dr.  Macgregor  referred 
him  to  another  department.  He  went  to  the  head  of 
that  department ;  that  person  agreed  that  the  place 
ought  to  be  cleaned,  but  he  said  he  had  "  no  money  " 
to  pay  labourers.  Mr.  Stafford  told  him  he  had  with 
him  some  200/. ;  the  half  of  which  he  offered  to  place  at 
his  disposal  for  the  purpose.  The  committee  inquired 
the  name  of  the  person  :  Mr.  Stafford  hesitated  to  name 
him ;  but  after  deliberation  with  closed  doors,  the 
committee  insisted  peremptorily,  and  Mr.  Stafford  said 
it  was  Major  Sillery,  the  commandant;  but  added,  that 
he  had  always  found  Major  Sillery  desirous  to  assist  any 
improvement  in  every  way.  The  Turks  afterwards 
cleaned  out  the  places.  Mr.  Stafford  distinctly  showed 
that  the  utmost  confusion  of  authorities  prevailed  :  he 
described  it  as  a  kind  of  paralysis  of  fear  of  incurring 
responsibility  for  going  beyond  instructions.  It  was 
impossible  to  tell  "where  one  department  ended  and 
another  began.  With  regard  to  the  landing  of  the 
sick,  it  was  difficult  to  say  who  was  responsible. 
Admiral  Boxer  had  charge  of  the  sick  till  they  were 
landed.  Now  it  happened  that  sometimes  the  sick  got 
no  breakfast,  because  the  ship  authorities  supposed  they 
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would  be  fed  ashore,  and  the  hospital  authorities 
supposed  they  had  been  fed  on  board.  He  had  fed  the 
poor  fellows  sometimes  himself;  he  had  once  carried  a 
man  up  to  the  hospital ;  he  had  assisted  to  take  off 
their  filthy  clothing,  covered  with  vermin  as  thick  as 
the  letters  in  a  page  of  small  print.  The  sick  could  not 
be  landed  without  Admiral  Boxer's  permission,  as  the 
hospital  had  no  boats.  Sometimes  the  communication 
was  interrupted  for  three  days.  The  medical  authorities 
applied  for  a  steamer  :  at  first  it  was  refused  by  Admiral 
Boxer,  a  seaman  of  the  old  school ;  but  afterwards  one 
was  put  on.  Mr.  Stafford  spoke  very  favourably  of  the 
medical  men  ;  who,  he  said,  were  overworked.  Speak- 
ing of  the  hospital  at  Balaklava,  Mr.  Stafford  said — 
"  The  doctors  there  were  of  opinion,  that  while  the 
diet  of  the  army  remained  as  it  was,  no  medical  skill 
could  avail  them.  That  was  a  constant  remark  ;  and, 
indeed,  they  appeared  to  be  acting  under  a  kind  of 
fatalism.  One  doctor,  pointing  to  a  poor  soldier,  said, 
'  There  is  what  is  called,  a  case  of  cholera  ;  but  it  is  in 
fact  the  result  of  a  vicious  habit  of  body,  feeding  entirely 
on  salt  meat,  without  the  benefit  of  any  succulent 
vegetables.'  "  As  to  the  green  coffee,  he  said,  "  If  you 
wished  to  excite  the  most  phlegmatic  soldier,  or  to 
irritate  the  most  patient  sufferer,  you  had  only  to  name 
green  coffee.  It  was  a  perfect  byword  :  the  men  said, 
'  You  might  as  well  give  us  pebbles.'  "  Mr.  Stafford 
thought  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  place  the  hospitals 
under  Lord  Stratford  :  the  unlimited  power  to  provide 
supplies  should  have  been  vested  in  the  superior  medical 
officer  at  Constantinople. 

Dr.  Andrew  Smith,  inspector-general  of  the  medical 
department,  was  examined  at  great  length  on  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  the  20th  and  22nd.  His  evidence  con- 
sisted partly  in  a  narrative  of  the  various  supplies  of 
medical  stores  sent  out  to  the  East  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  and  partly  of  replies  to  questions 
arising  out  of  his  statement.  Dr.  Smith  bore  strong 
testimony  to  the  conflict  of  departments.  His  imme- 
diate superiors  were  the  commander-in-chief,  the  secre- 
tary at  war,  the  minister  for  war,  the  board  of 
ordnance,  and  he  did  not  know  how  many  more.  The 
perpetual  reference  of  representations  and  matters  from 
one  authority  to  another  interfered  most  seriously  with 
the  efficient  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  depart- 
ment. He  specified  the  dates  at  which  medical  stores 
had  been  sent  out.  At  the  outset  of  the  war,  the 
surgeon  of  every  regiment  senf/to  Malta  reported  to  him 
that  his  medicine  chest  was  complete  and  his  instru- 
ments in  order.  Mr.  Wreford,  the  purveyor  at  Con- 
stantinople, was  authorised  by  him  to  get  whatever  was 
necessary,  and  Lord  Stratford  had  authority  to  spend 
whatever  money  might  be  wanted  for  that  purpose. 
"When  he  told  Mr.  Macdonald  that  the  relief  fund 
would  not  be  needed,  all  the  reports  he  had  received 
justified  him  in  saying  so  ;  for  ample  supplies  had  been 
sent  out,  and  at  that  time  he  knew  the  medical  authori- 
ties were  expecting  the  entire  equipment,  for  a  large 
hospital  left  at  Varna  would  have  been  carried  to 
Constantinople.  But,  notwithstanding  repeated  re- 
monstrances from  the  medical  officers  to  the  transport 
service,  passage  for  it  was  not  obtained,  and  it  did  not 
arrive  until  the  10th  November.  Dr.  Smith  read 
reports  from  medical  officers,  showing  that  there  was  no 
want  of  lint  after  the  battles  of  the  Alma  and  Inker- 
mann,  and  that  no  application  was  made  to  the  French 
for  lint ;  that  up  to  the  middle  of  November  there  had 
been  no  want  at  Scutari  of  medicines  and  surgical  ap- 
pliances; and  that  the  statements  in  the  newspapers  on 
that  head  were  false.  The  officer  who  was  responsible 
for  any  deficiency  of  stores,  and  for  the  cleaning  of  the 
hospitals,  was  Mr.  Wreford  the  purveyor.  The  supply 
of  medical  comforts  comes  under  the  authority  of  the 
medical  officer,  and  the  purveyor  is  bound  to  purchase 
what  the  medical  officer  requires.  Mr.  Wreford  is 
sixty  or  sixty-five  years  old — he  served  in  the  Penin- 
sular war:  he  frequently  complained  that  he  was 
unequal  to  supplying  the  demands  of  the  hospitals. 
There  were  constant  disputes  as  to  authority  between 
purveyors  and  medical  men.  Since  the  months  of 
September  and  October  he  had  to  supply  oil  the  medical 
comforts  of  the  army  ;  and  from  that  time  he  could  tell 
when  they  went,  where  they  went,  and  when  they  were 


delivered ;  previously  to  that  time  he  could  not  tell. 
He  thought  that  the  control  of  all  the  stores  for  hos- 
pitals should  be  with  his  department ;  but  this  is  not 
the  case  at  present.  The  total  number  of  medical 
officers  sent  out  to  the  East  was  559  ;  of  whom  29  had 
died,  58  had  been  invalided,  and  on  the  7th  of  March 
there  remained  in  Turkey  and  the  Crimea  469  army 
medical  officers,  a  number  which  would  give  about  30 
sick  to  each  medical  man.  With  respect  to  clothing  for 
the  army  suitable  to  the  East,  he  had  acted  on  a  report 
from  Dr.  Dumbreck  in  Bulgaria,  received  early  in  1854. 
The  first  steps  were  taken  in  the  matter  early  in  May. 
With  difficulty  large  supplies  were  collected  and  sent 
out  in  August ;  and  unless  there  was  some  unaccount- 
able delay  it  must  have  arrived  before  November.  It 
was  different  from  the  ordinary  winter  clothing  of  the 
troops,  and  was  not  the  supply  sent  out  in  the  Prince. 

The  Rev.  Sidney  Godolphin  Osborne  was  examined 
on  Friday,  the  23rd.  He  had  gone  to  Scutari  to  render 
what  assistance  he  could  in  the  hospitals  there.  The 
general  drift  of  his  testimony  strongly  confirmed  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Stafford  and  Mr.  Macdonald.  The 
condition  of  the  men's  linen  was  as  dirty  as  was  con- 
ceivable. He  had  seen  men  take  off  their  shirts  and 
hide  them  about  their  beds,  so  ashamed  were  they  of 
them ;  and  he  had  given  them  the  shirt  off  his  back. 
The  dead-house  was  so  situated  that  the  dead  were 
obliged  to  be  carried  along  one  part  of  the  hospital 
amid  lines  of  beds  on  which  the  living  were  laid.  He 
had  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  great  amount  of  deaths 
in  the  wards  arose  from  the  irregularity  with  which 
the  poor  creatures  were  fed.  He  had  known  some  of 
them  not  get  food  until  five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  day. 
He  had  also  seen  some  of  the  sick  lying  on  the  beach 
for  six  hours  before  beds  were  found  for  them  in  the 
hospital.  He  met  Lord  Stratford  at  the  hospital  a  few 
days  after  he  arrived.  He  had  some  conversation  with 
him  as  to  the  state  of  the  hospital ;  during  which  he 
turned  round  to  Dr.  Macgregor,  who  was  present,  and 
said — ■"  Did  not  I  say  to  you,  that  for  whatever  was 
wanted  in  the  hospital  you  had  to  apply  to  me  ?  "  Dr. 
Macgregor  intimated  assent.  Mr.  Osborne  believed  no 
man  worked  harder  than  Lord  Stratford  did  in  his 
capacity  of  ambassador.  One  day,  for  instance,  when 
witness  called  upon  him,  he  took  up  a  large  bundle  of 
papers  and  said,  "  Look  here  ;  this  is  a  plan  for  putting 
down  extortions  in  the  Turkish  dominions,  and  I  have 
to  look  over  and  consider  the  whole  of  it  to-day."  Mr. 
Osborne  thought  it  was  altogether  wrong  to  have  put 
an  ambassador  in  the  position  of  Lord  Stratford  in 
reference  to  the  hospitals.  He  should  not  have  been 
put  in  a  position  resembling  that  of  a  commandant,  as 
it  were,  of  an  army  hospital. 

On  Mondav,  March  26th,  Dr.  Andrew  Smith,  and  the 
Rev.  G.  S.  Osborne  made  several  additions  to  their 
previous  evidence. 

The  witnesses  on  Tuesday,  March  27,  were  Mr. 
Flower,  assistant-burgeon  to  the  63rd  Reg'ment,  and 
Dr.  Menzies,  inspector-general  of  hospitals.  Mr.  Flower 
described  the  dreadful  mortality  which  almost  destroyed 
the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged,  and  explained  its 
causes.  Dr.  Menzies  was  examined  at  great  length  as 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  department  under  his  charge. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  New  Ministry:— 
The  Cabinet — Lord  Palmerston,  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  Lord  Cranworth,  Lord  Chancellor:  Lord 
Clarendon,  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  :  Lord 
Panmure,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Department : 
Sir  G.  Grey,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment :  Lord  J.  Russell,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies :  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer: 
Sir  C.  Wood,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty:  Sir  W. 
Molesworth,  Chief  Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Works  : 
Lord  Granville,  President  of  the  Council :  L«rd  Canning, 
Postmaster-General  :  Duke  of  Argyll,  Lord  Privy  Seal : 
Mr.  Vernon  Smith,  President  of  the  Board  of  Control : 
Lord  Stanley,  of  Alderley,  President  of  the  Bnard  of 
Trade  :  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  without  office.  Not  in 
the  Cabixet  :  Earl  of  Carlisle,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land ;  Mr.  Horsman,  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  :  Mr. 
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Danby  Seymour,  Secretary  to  the  Indian  Board.  Mr. 
Villiers,  Judge  Advocate-General.  Mr.  W.  Cowper, 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
and  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies  : 
Mr.  Peel,  Under-Secretary  in  the  War  Department : 
Mr.  Kengh,  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  ;  Mr.  J.  D. 
Fitzgerald,  Q.C.,  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland. 


NARRATIVE  OP  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

Ax  action  tried  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  on  the 
26th  ult.,  illustrates  the  practice  of  Selling  Presenta- 
tions  to  Livings.  Messrs.  Simpson,  clerical  agents, 
sued  Edward  Augustus  Lamb  to  recover  damages  for 
refusing  to  sell  the  next  presentation  to  the  living  of 
"West  Hackney,  for  3000/.,  according  to  agreement.  The 
Reverend  Josiah  Rodwell  applied  to  the  Messrs. 
Simpson,  in  consequence  of  an  advertisement  in  the 
Times  in  November  last,  respecting  the  sale  of  a  living. 
Mr.  John  Simpson  demanded  a  fee  of  two  guineas 
before  he  gave  any  information.  This  being  paid,  he 
said  the  living  was  West  Hackney  ;  the  income  5501.  a 
year  with  a  house ;  the  price  3000/. ;  commission  to  the 
Messrs.  Simpson  5  per  cent.  If  everything  had  been 
satisfactory,  Mr.  Rodwell  would  have  purchased  the 
living.  Mr.  John  Simpson  showed  that  Mr.  Lamb  had 
given  him  authority  to  obtain  a  purchaser  for  West 
Hackney,  but  that  Lamb  continually  delayed  the  comple- 
tion of  the  contract.  It  was  shown,  however,  that  Lamb 
was  not  the  owner  of  the  advowson,  but  that  in  the 
month  of  August  preceding  he  had  been  negotiating  for 
the  next  presentation  with  the  patron's  solicitor,  and 
that  it  was  valued,  not  at  3000/.  but  800/.  or  900/.  Mr. 
Lamb's  defence  was,  that  he  had  not  authorised  Mr.  Simp- 
son to  sell  the  property,  or  said  that  he  was  the  patron, 
or  that  he  would  give  possession  in  a  given  time.  Lord 
Campbell  said  the  defendant's  conduct  was  unaccount- 
able :  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  some  speculation  on  foot 
■with  respect  to  the  living ;  and  it  was  clear  that  he  had 
instructed  the  Simpsons  to  look  out  for  a  purchaser  in  case 
he  became  patron  of  the  living.  It  would  be  for  the 
jury  to  say  what  remuneration  the  plaintiffs  were 
entitled  to  for  their  trouble.  The  jury  gave  501.  damages. 
At  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  on  the  27th  ult., 
William  Alexander  Morland,  a  youth  of  nineteen, 
pleaded  guilty  to  Uttering  a  Forged  Bill  of  Exchange 
for  300/.  The  bill  purported  to  be  accepted  by  Mor- 
land's  employer,  and  made  payable  at  Smith,  Payne, 
and  Smith's :  Morland  presented  it,  and  it  not  only 
passed  as  genuine,  but,  the  cashier  paid  him  500/. 
instead  of  300/.  Morland  had  got  connected  with  some 
bad  women,  and  he  speedily  squandered  part  of  his  ill- 
gotten  cash  upon  them ;  but  nearly  400/.  had  been 
recovered  by  the  prosecutors,  and  they  recommended 
Morland  to  mercy. 

■?,  On  the  28th,  Frederick  Drew,  a  solicitor's  clerk  who 
applied  cancelled  stamps  to  deeds  in  Chancery  with  a 
view  to  Defraud  the  Revenue,  was  convicted.  The 
case  was  peculiar.  Drew  was  defendant  in  a  Chancery 
suit ;  he  was  very  poor ;  he  was  compelled  to  put  in 
certain  documents,  stamped ;  to  save  expense,  or  probably 
as  the  only  way  to  meet  it,  he  took  stamps  from  old 
deeds  and  applied  them  to  his  papers.  The  jury  recom- 
mended him  to  mercy  on  account  of  his  previous  good 
character,  and  because  he  had  "  the  misfortune  to  be 
defendant  in  a  Chancery  suit." 

At  Salisbury  assizes,  Henry  Farstone  pleaded  guilty 
to  Stealing  a  Pollard.  The  theft  was  committed  soon 
after  he  had  been  liberated  on  a  ticket-of-leave,  and 
while  he  had  yet  money  in  his  possession  given  to  him 
when  he  left  "prison.  Sentence,  six  years'  penal  servi- 
tude. 

Four  soldiers  of  the  Royal  Artillery  were  convicted  of 
Shooting  at  and  Wounding  John  Fowler  at  Devizes. 
There  was  a  row  at  a  public-house  between  soldiers  and 
civilians  ;  two  soldiers  were  taken  away  by  the  police  ; 
the  other  soldiers  became  still  more  riotous :  first  they 
got  their  swords,  with  intent  to  use  them  on  a  mob,  but 
were  prevented  ;  then  they  obtained  a  carbine,  and  the 
four  prisoners  repeatedly  loaded  it  and  fired  at  the 
crowd — Fowler  was  wounded.     The  worst  offender  in 


this  outrage  was  sentenced  to  be  transported  for  life, 
and  his  companions  for  fourteen  years  each. 

William  Wright  was  convicted  of  the  Murder  of  Ann 
Collins,  at  Lydiard  Tregoz.  She  had  lived  with  him, 
but  left  him  for  a  time  ;  on  her  return,  he  killed  her, 
and  attempted  to  destroy  himself.  He  was  sentenced 
to  be  hanged. 

At  Lincoln,  Elizabeth  Lownd,  a  girl  of  eighteen,  was 
tried  for  the  Murder  of  her  Illegitimate  Infant.  She 
appears  to  have  buried  it  alive — placed  it  on  the  ground, 
and  covered  it  with  earth  and  sods.  She  was  in  great 
distress  when  she  committed  the  inhuman  act.  The 
jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  lesser  offence  of  "  man- 
slaughter,"    Sentence,  fifteen  years'  transportation. 

At  Oxford  Assizes,  on  the  5th  instant,  Dr.  John  Allen 
Giles,  curate  of  Bampton,  was  tried  for  Feloniously 
making  a  False  Entry  of  a  Marriage.  The  whole 
charge  was  fully  made  out.  On  the  3rd  October,  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  Dr.  Giles  married  Richard  Pratt 
to  Jane  Green  :  there  was  no  license,  though  he  entered 
in  the  register  that  there  was ;  no  banns  had  been  pub- 
lished ;  the  parish-clerk  was  not  present ;  Dr.  Giles 
wrote  in  the  book  that  Charlotte  Late,  his  servant,  wit- 
nessed the  marriage,  though  she  was  not  present.  Pratt 
was  an  apprentice,  a  young  man  nearly  out  of  his  time  ; 
Jane  Green  was  servant  to  Dr.  Giles  himself;  Pratt  had 
been  courting  her,  and  she  promised  shortly  to  give 
birth  to  a  child.  When  this  illegal  marriage  was 
bruited  about,  Dr.  Giles  attempted  to  escape  the  conse- 
quences by  false  statements,  and  he  induced  Charlotte 
Late  also  to  declare  she  was  present  at  the  ceremony. 
After  legal  measures  had  been  taken  against  him,  he 
managed  to  get  the  Pratts  shipped  off  to  Australia:  but 
this  did  not  prevent  their  depositions  before  the  magis- 
trates from  being  received  as  evidence  on  the  trial.  As 
to  Dr.  Giles's  motive  for  his  extraordinary  conduct, 
nothing  came  to  light  during  the  trial  to  show  that  it 
was  other  than  a  desire  to  oblige  the  young  people  by 
secretly  marrying  them,  to  avoid  exposure  of  the 
woman's  frailty.  In  his  speech  for  the  defence,  Mr. 
Clarkson  urged  that  the  prisoner  had  made  an  error  as 
to  the  date  of  the  marriage,  though  he  admitted  that  it 
was  an  uncanonical  one ;  and  he  pointed  out  that  he 
had  no  bad  motive.  He  enlarged  on  the  scholastic 
abilities  of  Dr.  Giles— a  double  first  class  man  at  Oxford 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  afterwards  Head  Master  of  the 
City  of  London  School,  and  the  author  of  many  works. 
Several  clergymen  and  publishers  gave  the  accused  a 
high  character.  Lord  Campbell  summed  up  ;  and  the 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "Guilty,"  as  regarded  the 
whole  charge,  but  added  a  recommendation  to  mercy. 
The  prisoner  then  addressed  the  court  at  some  length 
in  mitigation  of  punishment.  He  referred  to  his  early 
life,  and  his  toilsome  devotion  to  literature,  which  had 
resulted  in  the  publication  of  as  many  as  a  hundred  and 
twenty  volumes.  He  had  entered  the  Church,  a  voca- 
tion for  which  he  was  entirely  unfit,  in  obedience  to  the 
wishes  of  his  father ;  but  he  had  been  chiefly  devoted  to 
literature  ;  and  he  suggested  that  his  devotion  to  his 
studies  had  rendered  him  unfit  for  the  common  affairs 
of  life,  to  which  circumstance  he  attributed  the  errors 
which  he  had  committed  in  connexion  with  this  trans- 
action. He  implored  the  court  to  deal  mercifully  with 
him,  and  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  redeeming  his 
character  and  becoming  a  useful  member  of  society. 
Lord  Campbell  said  it  was  a  most  painful  case.  He 
believed  Dr.  Giles  had  no  immoral  motives  for  his 
original  act ;  but  he  had  flagrantly  violated  a  law  of 
great  importance  ;  had  got  rid  of  witnesses  ;  had  vio- 
lated truth  in  his  letters,  and  had  called  on  his  servant 
to  state  a  falsehood.  The  sentence  was  one  year's  im- 
prisonment. 

At  Carlisle  assizes,  Thomas  Munroe,  a  miner,  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  was  convicted  of  the  Murder  of 
Isaac  Turner,  at  Lamplugh.  Turner,  an  elderly  man, 
was  in  the  employ  of  a  mine-owner  at  Whitehaven  ; 
part  of  his  duty  was  to  carry  money  to  pits  to  pay  the 
men.  Munroe  appears  to  have  waylaid  him  in  the 
fields  when  he  had  some  10/.  in  his  possession  ;  and  to 
get  this  money  he  murdered  Turner,  by  cutting  his 
throat.  The  assassin  was  recommended  to  mercy  by  the 
jury,  "  on  account  of  his  previous  good  conduct."  He 
protested  innocence.      He  was  sentenced  to  die  ;    Mr. 
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Baron  Parke  holding  out  no  hope  of  a  remission  of 
punishment  on  account  of  the  jury's  recommendation. 

At  the  north  riding  of  Tipperary  assizes,  two  men, 
named  Michael  Hogan  and  Timothy  Ryan,  have  been 
convicted  of  the  Murder  of  a  young  man,  named  Mul- 
lowney,  the  crime  having  been  committed  on  the  fair 
day  of  Nenagh,  in  August  last,  and  the  cause  being  an 
old  feud  which  the  family  of  one  of  the  prisoners  had 
with  the  father  of  the  deceased. 

The  farm-buildings  of  Mr.  Richard  Featherstonhaugh, 
of  Rockview,  late  high  sheriff  of  Westmeath  have 
been  maliciously  Set  on  Fire  and  destroyed,  together 
with  eighteen  stall-fed  cattle  and  three  heifers,  which 
they  contained.  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  had  lately 
given  remuneration  to  some  tenants  for  their  improve- 
ments, and  thus  enabled  them  to  emigrate  to  America ; 
and  it  is  supposed  that  the  outrage  inflicted  on  his 
property  was  the  result  of  the  vindictive  feelings  inspired 
by  even  this  very|modified  mode  of  clearing  his  estate. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

Major  Charles  Colville  Young,  a  distinguished  officer 
of  the  Royal  Horse  Artillery,  who  had  just  returned 
from  the  Crimea  where  he  has  wounded,  has  been 
Killed  by  a  lamentable  accident  at  Portsmouth.  His 
wife  and  children  reside  at  Ryde  ;  on  his  way  to  join 
them,  he  arrived  in  the  evening  at  the  Fountain  Hotel. 
On  retiring  to  his  bedroom,  he  told  the  boots  to  call  him 
at  seven  next  morning.  When  the  boots  left  him,  he 
had  partially  undressed  himself.  The  bedroom  was  at 
the  top  of  the  hotel,  facing  the  street.  About  two  in 
the  morning  Major  Young  hailed  a  policeman  from  the 
•window.  He  said  he  did  not  feel  well,  and  wished  to 
get  quietly  out  of  the  house  to  a  chemist's  shop  oppo- 
site, without  disturbing  the  people,  as  it  was  so  late. 
The  policeman  went  to  the  inspector,  to  see  what 
assistance  he  could  give ;  and  when  he  returned  the 
major  was  lying  bleeding  on  the  pavement.  He  was 
fully  dressed,  and  had  his  hat,  great  coat,  and  umbrella. 
When  found  he  was  unconscious ;  he  never  rallied,  and 
died  in  less  than  two  hours,  apparently  from  the  rupture 
of  a  blood-vessel.  Major  Young  was  a  tall  man  ;  the 
height  of  the  window-sill  from  the  floor  was  only  two 
feet  four  inches  :  it  is  supposed  that  the  major  was 
seized  with  vertigo  while  leaning  out  of  window,  and 
fell  over  this  low  sill.  The  verdict  of  the  coroner's 
jury  was  "killed  by  accidentally  falling  from  a 
window." 

Captain  Johnson,  superintendent  of  railway  police, 
was  Killed  at  the  Warrington  station  on  the  6th  inst. 
He  had  been  engaged  superintending  the  transit  of  a 
troop  of  artillery  from  London  to  Liverpool,  whence  they 
were  to>  start  for  the  Crimea,  when,  just  as  the  train 
was  starting  he  endeavoured  to  regain  his  carriage  while 
it  was  in  motion;  missing  the  step,  he  fell  down 
between  the  platform  and  the  train,  and  before  the 
latter  could  be  brought  to  a  standstill,  the  hapless  man 
was  crushed  in  an  awful  manner.  He  survived  the 
fearful  accident  only  a  few  minutes. 

A  frightful  Explosion  of  Naphtha,  by  which  two 
persons  lost  their  lives,  viz.,  Mr.  Chas.  Blackford 
Mansfield,  M.A.,  Cambridge,  and  a  law  student  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  aged  35,  lately  residing  at  Weybridge, 
and  George  Coppin,  a  practised  chemist's  assistant,  aged 
18,  came  under  investigation  on  the  3d  inst.  at  the 
Middlesex  Hospital,  before  the  coroner.  Mr.  Mansfield, 
who  had  studied  at  the  College  of  Chemistry  was,  on 
the  day  of  the  catastrophe,  trying  experiments  with  a 
small  model  naphtha  apparatus  which  he  had  invented 
himself  and  patented,  in  an  old  detached  building, 
situated  in  Agar  Town,  and  abutting  on  [the  Regent's 
Canal,  when,  about  one  o'clock  at  noon,  a  loud  explo- 
sion was  heard,  followed  by  the  falling  of  the  building. 
The  unfortunate  men  were  observed  directly  afterwards 
escaping  from  the  ruins,  and  making  towards  the  canal, 
their  clothes  all  on  fire.  Assistance  promptly  arrived, 
when,  by  rolling  them  on  the  ground,  the  fire  was 
extinguished,  but  not  before  they  had  been  so  fearfully 


burnt  as  to  resemble  more  the  appearance  of  shrivelled 
mummies  than  living  human  beings. 

A  calamitous  Fire  occurred  in  Clipstone-street,  Port- 
land-road, on  the  night  of  the  7th  inst.  The  flames 
were  first  perceived  by  a  police  officer.  Before  he  could 
make  the  residents  sensible  of  their  danger,  the  flames 
had  gained  a  considerable  ascendancy.  Several  persons, 
however,  managed  to  gain  the  street  by  rushing  through 
the  fire  on  the  staircase,  when  two  women,  one  between 
70  and  80  years  old,  made  their  appearance  at  the 
windows,  begging  assistance  from  the  bystanders.  One 
of  the  Royal  Society's  men  succeeded,  by  means  of  the 
escape  in  rescuing  these  women.  Hearing  that  several 
persons  were  still  in  the  third  floor,  the  conductors 
kicked  in  the  window,  but  they  were  unable  to  enter 
the  rooms  owing  to  the  density  of  the  smoke.  The 
roof  was  next  scaled  by  the  conductors,  but  was  so  hot 
they  were  obliged  to  make  hasty  retreats.  As  soon  as 
the  flames  were  sufficiently  subdued  to  allow  the  fire- 
men to  enter  the  ruins,  they  proceeded  into  the  third 
floor,  when  they  found  in  the  front  room  the  bodies  of 
three  female  lodgers,  and  in  an  adjoining  room  the 
body  of  another  woman,  the  whole  being  shockingly 
burned,  one  having  the  legs  and  hands  off.  The  origin 
of  the  calamity  has  not  been  ascertained. 

A  young  man  named  Kendall  was  Killed  on  the 
South  Coast  Railway  near  Bermondsey,  on  the  5th 
inst.  ;  while  he  was  at  work,  a  horse  dragging  a  heavy 
chain  passed  him,  and  before  he  could  get  out  of 
the  way  the  chain  caught  him  across  the  body  and  threw 
him  on  the  ground.  He  struggled  to  extricate  himself, 
but  without  effect,  and  the  pressure  of  the  chain  across 
his  body  was  so  great  as  to  cause  his  death. 

On  the  8th  inst.  a  Fire  broke  out  at  Mr.  Rouse's 
eating-house,  Farringdon-street.  The  flumes  spread 
with  such  terrific  fury  that  the  inmates  upstairs  could 
not  effect  an  escape ;  two  women  jumped  out  of  the 
window,  one  of  whom  was  so  seriously  injured  that  she 
died  shortly  afterwards.  The  cause  was  the  over- 
heating of  the  oven. 

A  frightful  Explosion  of  Gas  took  place  on  Saturday 
night  the  24th  instant,  in  Portsmouth  Dockyard.  A 
number  of  the  dockyard  police  force  were  waiting  in 
the  large  station-room  at  the  entrance  of  the  yard,  to  go 
on  duty,  when  the  smell  of  gas  seemed  to  them  to  be 
stronger  than  usual.  To  ascertain  where  the  escape 
came  from,  one  of  the  men  applied  a  light  to  different 
crevices  in  the  flooring  boards,  &c,  and  at  length  doing 
so  at  the  one  from  which  the  gas  actually  escaped  into 
the  room,  a  terrific  explosion  took  place.  The  whole  of 
the  floor  of  the  room  was  blown  up,  together  with  its 
furniture,  and  all  the  unfortunate  men  who  were 
sitting  in  it.  In  addition  to  this,  the  roof  of  the 
building,  only  consisting  of  a  ground-floor,  was  blown 
into  the  air.  The  sufferers  were  found  to  be  Inspector 
Henry  Stroud,  both  legs  broken ;  Sergeant  Thomas 
Ripley,  leg  broken  ;  privates  James  Giles,  arm  and  leg 
broken  and  internal  injuries  ;  George  Lane,  arm  and 
leg  broken  ;  James  Wassal,  thigh  broken  ;  T.  Sydenham, 
leg  broken,  D.  Palmer,  Henry  Neville,  W.  Elmes,  and 
W.  Miller,  seriously  injured.  With  the  exception  of 
Miller,  all  the  poor  fellows  required  to  be  taken  to 
hospital,  and  they  were  at  once  conveyed  to  Haslar. 
After  enduring  great  suffering,  private  Giles  died,  next 
morning.  Inspector  Stroud  is  in  a  most  dangerous  state. 
Should  he  survive,  he  must  undergo  amputation  of 
both  legs. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  first  anniversary  of  the  Central  Association  in 
Aid  of  Soldiers'  Wives  and  Families  was  held  on  the 
7th  instant,  at  Willis's  Rooms  ;  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
in  the  chair.  In  his  opening  speech,  the  Duke  declined 
to  say  anything  on  the  conduct  of  the  war — it  would  ill 
become  his  position;  but  he  protested  against  his  silence 
being  understood  as  tying  him  down  either  to  approval 
or  disapproval.  This  did  not  preclude  him  from  attending 
the  meeting,  in  order  to  contradict  the  statement  that 
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the  soldiers  had  been  neglected  by  their  officers. 
"  Now  (he  said),  I  beg  most  distinctly  to  state  to  you — 
and  remember  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  everything 
that  was  going  on  in  the  different  divisions  of  that  army 
— that  there  never  yet  were  men  more  anxious,  more 
zealous,  and  more  desirous  to  perform  their  duty,  than 
the  regimental  officers  of  the  British  army.  If  you  wish 
to  hear  a  real  and  true  opinion  upon  the  subject,  I  fear- 
lessly ask  you  to  appeal  to  the  soldiers  of  that  army ;  for 
I  am  persuaded  that  they  will  be  the  first  to  declare 
that  their  officers  not  only  cannot  be  surpassed,  but  can- 
not be  equalled.  Whether  in  the  time  of  fell  disease, 
when  the  army  was  encamped  iu  and  round  Varna — 
— whether  on  the  battle-field,  or  on  the  heights  of  Se- 
bastopol,  where,  alas !  they  have  now  been  suffering  for 
a  great  many  months — the  officers  of  the  British  army 
have  nobly  performed  their  duty  by  their  men,  and 
have  set  that  example  to  them  which  has  enabled  the 
army  to  perform  those  acts  of  valour  and  undaunted 
courage,  which  I  am  gratified  to  see  have  been  duly 
appreciated  by  the  country."  He  added,  that  "  there 
never  were  men  who  bore  their  sufferings  with  more 
patience  and  enduring  fortitude  than  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  private  soldiers  of  the  British  army. 
Every  one  of  those  men,  when  he  comes  home — and, 
please  God,  we  shall  see  many  of  them  come  home — 
deserves  well  of  his  country ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  the 
country  will  accord  to  those  gallant  soldiers  a  hearty  wel- 
come." Major  Powys,  the  hon.  secretary,  read  the  report. 
The  total  subscriptions  collected  amounted  to  104,835/.  ; 
of  this  sum,  34,000/.  had  been  expended  in  relief,  and 
6000/.  in  expenses ;  leaving  upwards  of  04,000/.  still  in 
hand.  Of  the  men  who  had  fallen,  only  15  per  cent  left 
widows.  The  number  of  soldiers'  wives  receiving  relief 
exceeded  5000,  the  number  of  children  8000.  There 
were  ninety-five  local  committees;  including  those  at 
Constantinople,  Malta,  Gibraltar,  Montreal,  Quebec, 
Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  &c.  Lord  Shaftesbury,  Mr. 
Stafford,  M.P.,  Mr.  Napier,  M.P.,  Viscount  Ingestre, 
Mr.  Kinnaird,  M.P.,  Lord  Feversham,  and  Lord  Lilford, 
took  part  in  the  proceedings.  In  acknowledging  the 
usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge spoke  with  much  feeling.  "  As  regards  myself," 
he  said,  pointing  to  the  wounded  soldiers  in  the  room, 
"  I  must  say  that  those  are  the  men — those  gallant 
Highlanders,  those  gallant  Guards,  those  noble  Artil- 
lerymen— those  are  the  men  who  have  made  me  a 
soldier.  It  is  to  them  that  any  thanks  are  due  for  the 
high  position  in  which  I  have  the  honour  to  stand 
before  you  as  a  soldier  of  the  British  army.  I  expected 
much  from  those  men ;  and  afterwards,  when  it  was 
their  lot  to  be  suffering  in  the  manner  in  which  I  have 
seen  them  suffer,  it  would  have  been  a  disgrace  to  me  if 
I  had  not  endeavoured  to  assuage  their  anguish,  and  to 
palliate  the  pangs  which  they  must  have  endured. 
What,  therefore,  has  been  lauded  as  a  mark  of  friendly 
feeling  upon  my  part,  I  regard  only  as  an  act  of  duty 
towards  those  whom  I  have  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand.'' These  sentiments  were  received  with  the 
warmest  applause. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Royal  Literary 
Fund  Society  was  held  on  the  14th  inst.,  in  the  society's 
rooms,  Great  ltussell-street,  Sir  Robert  Inglis  in  the 
chair.  When  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  auditors 
was  moved,  Mr.  Dilke  made  some  remarks  on  the 
management  of  the  society,  which  he  contracted  with 
that  of  the  Artists'  General  Benevolent  Fund.  The 
charge  in  ten  years  for  relieving  4i!9  applicants  by  the 
Literary  Fund  was  5094/.  0s.  Id.  ;  or  11/.  17s.  for  every 
draught  drawn  by  the  society  for  the  benefit  of  an 
applicant.  The  charge  for  relieving  559  applicants 
by  the  Artists'  fund  was  904/.  17s.  Id.  He  therefore 
moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  vote  of  thanks,  that 
"  the  expenses  of  managing  the  Literary  Fund  are 
unreasonable  and  enormous,  and  a  great  change  must 
be  made  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs."  Dr. 
Russell  said  that  the  exertions  of  the  secretary  greatly 
contributed  to  swell  the  subscriptions  ;  and,  conside-ing 
his  labours,  he  did  not  think  he  was  overpaid  at  200/.  a 
year — one  of  the  items  complained  of.  On  a  division, 
the  amendment  was  negatived  by  32  to  28.  Mr. 
Wentworth  Dilke  then  expressed  an  opinion,  that  the 
offices  of  the  society  should  be  filled  by  distinguished 


literary  men  ;  and  he  moved  that  Mr.  Hallam  should  be 
selected  to  fill  the  office  of  president,  now  filled  by  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  Dr.  Milman  argued,  that  the 
administration  of  the  society  should  not  be  limited  to 
those  who  have  actually  published  books,  but  should 
include  those  who  are  the  munificent,  consistent,  and 
honourable  patrons  of  literature.  A  ballot  was  then 
taken  ;  and  while  the  officers  were  counting  the  votes 
for  the  president,  Mr.  Charles  Dickens  moved  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  consider  the  desir- 
ableness of  applying  for  a  new  charter,  or  act  of  par- 
liament. He  described  the  charter  as  defective  and 
rotten ;  taking  as  an  illustration  the  council  of  the 
society,  which  is  appointed  never  to  meet,  and  is  the 
only  thing  in  creation  that  has  no  purpose,  end,  or 
object  in  existence.  "  What  would  the  public  say  of  a 
board  of  directors  that  did  not  direct,  of  a  bench  of 
judges  who  did  not  judge,  of  a  jury  that  did  not 
deliberate  or  find  a  verdict,  of  a  physician  appointed 
never  to  prescribe,  of  a  surgeon  directed  never  to  set  a 
bone,  of  a  fireman  enjoined  never  to  go  within  fifty 
miles  of  a  fire,  or  of  picked  officers  of  the  Humane 
Society  being  tied  up  not  to  approach  the  water  ?  Such 
was  the  case  of  the  council  at  this  moment."  Mr.  John 
Forster  seconded  the  motion ;  it  was  carried  unani- 
mously, and  the  following  were  appointed  members  of 
the  committee  :  The  President,  the  Very  Rev.  the  Dean 
of  St.  Paul's,  Mr.  B.  W.  Proctor,  Sir  E.  Bulwer 
Lytton,  Mr.  J.  Forster,  Mr.  W.  M.  Thackeray,  Mr.  C. 
Dickens,  Mr.  R.  Bell,  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Gleig,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Dilke,  Mr.  W.  Tooke,  Sir.  H.  Ellis,  Sir.  J.  Forbes,  and 
Mr.  J.  Auldjo.  Mr.  Dilke  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  meeting  separated. 

The  Statistical  Society  held  its  twenty-first  annual 
meeting  on  the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  Thomas  Tooke,  Vice- 
President  in  the  chair.  Among  the  members  present 
were  Lord  Harrowby,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Fair,  and  Dr. 
Waddilove.  The  report  gave  a  very  good  account  of 
the  society's  progress.  There  was  an  increase  of  65  per 
cent  in  the  sale  of  the  Statistical  Journal;  the  index  by 
Mr.  Cheshire,  the  acting  secretary,  giving  an  abstract  of 
every  paper  in  the  journal,  had  sold  largely  and  pro- 
fitably. A  classified  catalogue  of  the  books  had  been 
compiled  by  Mr.  Wheatley :  the  library  contained  2000 
distinct  works  (2600  volumes),  besides  blue-books. 
Among  the  members  whom  the  society  had  lost  by 
death,  the  most  distinguished  were  M.  Leon  Faucher 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Hume.  The  existing  members  of  the 
council  were  re-elected,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  J.  G. 
Hubbard,  Mr.  Herman  Merivale,  Mr.  T.  H.  Sutton 
Sotheron,M.P.,Lbrd  Stanley,  M.P.,  Mr.  John  Walter, 
M.P.,  and  Lord  Wharncliffe. 


-♦- 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen,  Prince  Albert,  and  two  of  the  children, 
accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  went  on  the 
3th  inst.  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  afterwards  to  the  Invalid 
Depot,  and  there  saw  and  conversed  with  the  men  who 
have  lately  returned  wounded  from  the  Crimea :  her 
Majesty  saw  no  fewer  than  450  patients.  On  the  9th 
the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  paid  a  visit  to  Woolwich  : 
after  reviewing  a  troop  of  horse  and  a  battery  of  foot 
artillery,  they  proceeded  to  the  hospital,  and  saw  the 
artillerymen  who  have  returned  wounded  from  the 
Crimea".  The  Queen  also  went  through  the  arsenal 
and  laboratory,  and  inspected  the  new  ambulance- 
wagons. 

The  Queen  held  the  first  levee  of  the  season  on  the 
7th  inst.  at  St.  James's  Palace.  There  was  a  very  full 
attendance  of  foreign  ministers  and  of  naval  and 
military  men. 

Major  Charles  Nasmyth,  one  of  the  heroes  of  Silistria, 
has  been  admitted  a  burgess  and  brother  guild  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh.  In  his  address  on  the  occasion  he 
spoke  in  vindication  of  the  patient  endurance  and 
unsurpassed  courage  of  the  Turkish  troops  in  moments 
of  danger. 

Sir  William  Burnett,  K.H.,  after  serving  thirty-three 
years  as  chief  of  the  naval  medical  department,  has 
placed  his  resignation  in  the  hands  of  government. 
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Mr  Layard  has  been  elected  Lord  Hector  of  the 
Aberdeen  University,  by  a  majority  of  three  out  of  the 
four  nations  over  Colonel  Sykes. 

The  Royal  Geological  Society  have  awarded  the 
Wollaston  Palladium  medal  to  Sir  Henry  de  la  Beche, 
the  chief  author  and  promoter  of  the  Government 
Museum  of  Practical  Geology  and  School  of  Mines. 

Mr.  Henry  Reeve  has  been  appointed  editor  of  the 
"Edinburgh  Review,"  in  the  room  of  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Earl  of  Cardigan)  has  succeeded  his  "Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  as  Inspector-General 
of  Cavalry  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Darling,  late  Governor  at  the  Cape,  has 
been  appointed  Governor  of  Newfoundland,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Kerr  Baillie  Hamilton,  appointed  Govemor-in- 
Chief  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 


Viscount  Ponsoney,  who  for  many  years  represented  this 
country  at  the  Porte,  died  on  the  22nd  ult.  at  Brighton,  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year. 


Lord  Kenyon  died  lately  at  Gredington  Hall,  in  Flintshire, 
aged  seventy-eight.  He  was  son  of  the  distinguished  Chie£ 
Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench. 

Mr.  Benbow,  M.P.  for  Dudley,  died  at  Hastings  on  the  24th 
ult.,  aged  eighty -seven.  He  was  a  director  of  the  North- 
Western  and  the  Shrewsbury  and  Birmingham  Railways. 

Capt.  Sir  Philip  Broke,  Bart.,  R.N.,  died  at  Broke  Hall, 
Ipswich,  on  the  24th  ult.,  aged  fifty-one.  He  was  the  eldest 
son  of  the  gallant  victor  in  the  fight  between  the  Shannon 
and  the  Chesapeake. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Dod,  the  author  of  the  "Parliamentary  Com- 
panion," and  many  other  highly  useful  works  of  a  similar 
character,  died  iu  London  last  month. 

Earl  Stanhope  died  on  the  2nd  inst.,  at  his  seat,  Chevening, 
near  Sevenoaks,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 

Don  Carlos  of  Spain,  the  younger  brother  of  Ferdinand  VII., 
and  the  pretender  to  the  Spanish  throne,  died  at  Trieste  on 
the  10th  inst.,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year. 

Mr.  Copley  Fielding,  the  celebrated  water-colour  painter, 
died  lately  in  his  sixty-ninth  yeai\ 

Sir  George  Larpent  died  in  London  on  the  Sth  inst.,  aged 
sixty-seven. 

General  Prince  Andrew  Gortchakoff  died  at  Moscow 
on  the  27th  ult. 

Colonel  Sir  F.  Hankey,  G.C.M.G.,  died  on  the  13th  inst., 
in  London,  aged  eighty-one. 

Lord  Erskine  died  at  his  house  in  Sussex  on  the  19th  inst. 
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By  the  arrival  of  the  Overland  Mail  we  learn  that 
tranquillity,  with  one  or  two  trifling  exceptions,  pre- 
vailed throughout  India. — The  ambassadors  from  Ava, 
who  had  lately  visited  Lord  Dalhousie,  at  Calcutta,  were 
so  hard  pressed  for  money  at  Rangoon  ou  their  journey 
homeward,  that  one  of  their  number  actually  sold  a  gold 
watch,  presented  to  him  by  the  Governor-General,  for 
about  one-quarter  of  its  value. — The  opening  of  the 
Exhibition  at  Calcutta  took  place  on  the  25th  of 
January.  Numbers  were  present  at  the  inauguration, 
who  were  highly  delighted  with  the  display  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  pictures,  and  the  other  objects  of  art. — The 
railway  was  opened  on  the  3rd  of  February,  and  the 
distance  toBurdwan  and  back  (132  miles)  was  performed 
in  six  hours. — The  Madras  railway  was  progressing  fast, 
and  an  experimental  trip  had  already  been  made. — The 
Exhibition  in  that  city  was  to  be  opened  on  the  29th  of 
February. — Subscriptions  to  the  Patriotic  Fund  in 
Bombay  amounted  to  10,0007.,  and  the  Bank  of  Bengal 
had  given  5001. 


The  West  India  mail  brings  little  intelligence.  From 
St.  Thomas's  we  learn  that  yellow  fever  had  again  made 
its  appearance,  principally  among  the  shipping. — In 
British  Guiana  the  weather  was  very  changeable,  and 
symptoms  of  earthquake  were  observable.  Several 
houses  had  been  blown  down  by  the  strong  winds  which 
prevailed,  and  so  violent  were  the  seas  which  broke 
over  the  coast,  that  the  whole  of  the  seaward  defences 
had  been  washed  away.  The  district  of  Kingston  was 
entirely  submerged  at  every  tide,  and  many  of  the  in- 
habitants were  compelled  either  to  remain  at  home  or 
use  boats  as  a  means  -of  transit. — The  West  India  islands 
are  reported  to  be  generally  in  a  healthy  state. 


The  recent  arrivals  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
bring  no  fresh  intelligence  of  the  state  of  the  British 
Cafl're  frontier.  A  dreadful  tragedy  lias  taken  place  on 
the  Dutch  frontier.  The  Caffres,  under  Makapan,  had 
murdered  Field  Cornet  Potgieter,  and  several  men  and 
women,  with  revolting  cruelty.  Praetorius  collected 
500  men  and  four  guns,  and  hunted  the  Caffres  to 
certain  caverns,  2000  feet  in  length  and  from  300  to 
500  feet  wide.  Not  liking  to  venture  an  assault,  he 
attempted,  on  the  30th  of  October,  to  blast  the  rocks 
above,  and  so  to  crush  the  enemy.  But  this  failed, 
owing  to  the  loose  nature  of  the  soil.  He  then  resolved 
on  a  blockade.  On  the  6th  October,  Commandant- 
General  Potgieter  was  shot  by  the  Caffres,  and  his 
body  fell  within  the  outer  defences ;  but  they  were 
instantly  stormed,  and  the  body  recovered.  As  the 
siege  went  on  too  slowly,  he  blocked  up  the  openings  of 
caverns  with  loads  of  stones  and  trees,  brought  and 
thrown  down  by  friendly  Caffres,  cooperating  with  the 


Dutch.  This  reduced  the  enemy  to  extremities.  Day 
by  day  they  died  or  were  shot  down.  The  women  and 
children  rushed  out  to  get  water,  and  many  died  drink- 
ing it.  At  length  possession  of  a  part  of  the  caverns 
was  obtained ;  and  much  of  the  property  of  the 
murdered  men  was  recovered.  But  the  stench  rising 
from  the  dead  Caffres — 900  bodies  were  found — com- 
pelled the  Dutch  to  raise  the  siege  on  the  21st  Novem- 
ber. PraBtorius  next  led  his  men  against  another 
Caffre  chief,  Mapala,  who  fled  at  his  approach.  In  the 
kraals  the  remains  of  the  murdered  men  were  found 
cut  up  and  roasted  with  fat !  Mapala  took  up  a  position 
where  he  could  not  be  assailed. 


The  advices  from  Melbourne  contain  accounts  of 
serious  disturbances  at  the  Ballarat  gold-diggings.  On 
the  29th  of  November  a  monster  meeting  was  held  at 
Ballarat ;  the  Australian  flag  was  hoisted  ;  the  leading 
agitators  addressed  some  2000  persons,  many  of  them 
well  armed  ;  but  the  meeting  passed  off  quietly.  Two 
clergymen  from  Melbourne  endeavoured  to  persuade  the 
committee  to  give  up  a  project  they  had  recommended 
of  burning  the  gold-digging  licenses  ;  but  without  effect, 
and  a  large'quantity  was  burned.  Next  day,  November  30, 
the  Commissioners  Rede  and  Johnson  appeared  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  mounted  and  foot  police,  having  their 
swords  drawn  and  their  bayonets  fixed,  to  collect  the 
licenses.  Mr.  Rede  first  essayed  persuasion  :  he  told  the 
insurgents  that  if  they  memorialised  the  Governor  they 
would  gain  their  rights ;  that  a  commission  had  been 
appointed  to  investigate  their  grievences  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Fawkner  was  one  of  the  number.  This  name  the  diggers 
received  with  three  cheers.  But  the  tumultuous  assem- 
blage cried,  "  We  will  not  have  drawn  swords  and  fixed 
bayonets  " — "  Where  is  the  Governor  ? — send  up  Sir 
Charles" — "We  want  justice,  and  we  will  have  it." 
When  Mr.  Rede  said  he  must  collect  the  licenses,  they 
replied,  "  We  have  burnt  them."  Amid  great  excite- 
ment and  noise,  Mr.  Rede  read  the  Riot  Act ;  and 
expressed  his  determination  to  apprehend  all  who  had 
not  their  licenses.  A  great  cry  then  arose,  "  To  the 
camp,  boys,  to  the  camp !  "  For  some  distance  the  dig- 
gers followed  towards  the  camp  the  retrograding  military 
force  ;  when  suddenly  there  was  a  shout  of  "  Not  to  the 
camp,  boys,  not  to  the  camp  !  Back  to  our  own  ground 
on  Bakery  Hill."  During  this  period  a  detachment  of 
the  40th  and  12th  Regiments  had  formed  near  the  bridge. 
Of  the  diggers  some  went  to  the  Eureka,  some  to  the 
Red  Hill,  where  they  hoisted  the  flag — "  The  Southern 
Cross ; "  while  the  commissioners  and  commanding- 
officers  were  holding  a  consultation  on  the  new  road,  at 
a  loss  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  diggers.  At  length  the 
military  and   police    formed   themselves   into  divisions 
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on  Bakery  Hill.  The  position  being  thus  taken  up, 
Mr.  Johnson  asked  what  he;[was  to  do,  if,  in  the  col- 
lecting of  the  licenses  and  the  apprehension  of  the 
unlicensed,  violence  were  used  ?  The  answer  from  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  police  was — "  If  a  man  raises 
his  hand  to  strike  or  throw  a  stone,  shoot  him  on 
the  spot."  These  were  the  orders  given  to  the  police. 
The  armed  force,  so  far  as  the  not  too  intelligible 
accounts  that  have  come  to  hand  enable  us  to  under- 
stand the  affair,  seem  to  have  retired  to  "  the  camp," 
which  they  barricaded  with  sand-bags,  and  trusses  of 
hay  ;  while  the  rebels  took  post  at  Bakery  Hill,  and 
there,  with  much  shouting  and  firing,  formed  line,  and 
gave  their  names  as  members  of  the  "  Reform  League." 
Some  went  through  the  manual  exercise  under  the 
orders  of  an  old  soldier.  The  result  of  the  day's 
rebellion  was  seven  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
government  party,  and  several  wounded  on  both  sides. 
Sir  Charles  Hotham  quickly  assembled  a  considerable 
force  of  soldiers,  sailors,  and  police,  numbering  perhaps 
1000  men,  with  four  guns,  and  despatched  them  at  once 


to  Ballarat.  At  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the 
3rd  December,  the  troops  took  up  positions  encompassing 
the  camp  of  the  diggers,  at  Eureka,  which  was  con- 
structed of  piles  of  slabs,  and  over  which  floated  the 
"  Southern  Cross."  The  battle  was  short  and  sharp. 
The  soldiers  first  fired  over  the  heads  of  the  insurgents  ; 
the  fire  was  returned ;  then  firing  on  both  sides  con- 
tinued for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  till  the  diggers  hauled 
down  their  flag.  There  were  21  or  26  killed  in  the 
camp,  and  16  wounded ;  126  surrendered  as  prisoners. 
Of  the  soldiers,  Captain  Wise  was  so  dangerously 
wounded  in  the  leg  that  amputation  was  considered 
necessary ;  Lieutenant  Paul  was  seriously  wounded ; 
three  privates  were  killed,  and  30  wounded.  After  the 
conflict  the  troopers  were  sweeping  through  the  district 
making  captures.  On  the  4th  December,  Sir  Charles 
Hotham  proclaimed  martial  law,  in  the  district  of 
Buninyong,  and  called  upon  all  true  subjects  of  the 
Queen,  and  foreigners  enjoying  British  protection  in 
the  colony,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  maintain 
order  and  the  supremacy  of  the  law. 
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The  most  important  article  of  intelligence  from  the 
Crimea  relates  to  an  attack  by  the  Russians  on  the 
town  of  Eupatoria,  and  their  defeat  by  the  Turkish 
troops  under  Omer  Pacha.  The  details  of  this  event 
are  contained  in  the  following  series  of  despatches, 
from  Lord  Raglan  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  dated 
February  20  : — 

"Your  grace  will  have  learnt,  by  my  telegraphic 
despatch  of  the  18th  instant,  that  the  enemy  had,  on  the 
previous  morning,  at  daylight,  attacked  Eupatoria  with 
a  large  force  and  a  powerful  body  of  artillery,  and 
had  been  repulsed,  after  an  engagement  which  termi- 
nated with  their  retirement  at  10  a.m. 

"I  have  now  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  grace  copies 
of  two  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Colonel  Sim- 
mons, who  is  attached  to  the  head-quarters  of  Omer 
Pacha,  containing  the  details  of  the  action  ;  and  whilst 
your  grace  will  rejoice  to  see  that  the  Turkish  troops 
which  have  been  landed  at  Eupatoria  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  show  that  the 
character  they  acquired  on  the  Danube  was  well  merited 
and  remained  unimpaired,  you  will  join  in  the  regret 
which  I  feel  that  they  have  suffered  so  considerable  a 
loss,  and  that  among  the  killed  is  numbered  the  general 
of  division,  Selim  Pacha  (an  Egyptian),  and  among  the 
wounded  a  general  of  brigade,  also  an  Egyptian. 

"  This  loss,  however,  and  particularly  that  sustained  by 
a  battery  of  artillery,  afford  ample  proof  of  the  gallant 
and  determined  conduct  of  the  troops,  and  of  the  serious 
nature  of  the  attack  made  upon  them,  as  well  as  of  their 
being  worthy  of  their  illustrious  chief. 

"  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  drawing  your  grace's 
attention  to  that  part  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simmons' 
despatch  in  which  he  bears  testimony  to  the  efficient 
assistance  rendered  to  the  Ottoman  army  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's ships  in  the  bay,  under  the  command  of  the 
Hon.  Captain  Hastings,  of  the  Curaijoa. 

"  I  have,  &c.  Raglan." 

Letters  from  Colonel  Simpson,  referred  to  in  the  above 
despatch : — 

"  Eupatoria,  Feb.  17,  1855,  1  p.m. 

"  My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship that  on  the  15th  instant  several  large  convoys  and 
arrivals  of  troops  were  seen  moving  along  the  north 
shore  of  the  Sasik  Putrid  Lake  from  the  eastward. 

"  This  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  caused  Omer 
Pacha  to  place  the  garrison  on  the  alert.  No  further 
movement,  however,  was  seen  yesterday  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  ;  but  this  morning,  at  daylight,  they  ad- 
vanced in  great  force,  and  opened  with  artillery  upon 
the  entrenchments  which  enclose  the  town.  The 
advanced  line  of  works,  which  I  informed  your  lordship 
it  was  his  highness's  intention  to  erect,  were  not  yet 
commenced. 

"  The  enemy's  artillery  opened  their  fire  about  twelve 


hundred  yards  from  the  place,  covered  by  skirmishers, 
and  supported  by  heavy  masses  of  infantry  in  their  rear, 
and  cavalry  on  their  flanks.  The  artillery  subsequently 
took  up  a  second  position  more  in  advance,  about  four 
hundred  yards  from  a  small  crownwork  which  is  being 
erected  in  front  of  the  mills  to  the  north-east  end  of  the 
town,  and  after  continuing  their  fire  for  some  time,  the 
infantry  advanced  to  the  attack,  having  formed  under 
the  cover  of  a  wall  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the 
right  of  the  town.  They  were  repulsed  at  this  point, 
leaving  from  150  to  200  dead  on  the  field.  On  other 
points  of  the  field  a  number  of  horses  were  left  dead, 
but  the  killed  men  were  removed.  At  length,  about 
10  a.m.,  the  whole  force  retired,  covered  by  the  artillery 
and  cavalry. 

"  I  am  not  able  as  yet  to  ascertain  the  number  of  men 
engaged,  but  I  should  think  there  were  not  less  than 
40,000  of  all  arms,  with  a  very  powerful  artillery. 

"  As  many  as  sixty  of  the  enemy's  guns  must  have  been 
firing  at  one  time,  amongst  them  some  32-pounders. 
Prisoners  report  that  they  were  accompanied  by  100 
guns.  As  yet  all  the  particulars  I  have  been  able  posi- 
tively to  ascertain  is,  that  Liprandi's  division,  the  Pith, 
was  present. 

"  At  present  I  understand  that  they  are  in  position 
about  five  miles  north  from  this,  their  left  leaning  on 
the  Sasik  Putrid  Lake. 

"  It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  have  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship that  the  portion  of  her  Majesty's  fleet  under  the 
Hon.  Captain  Hastings  have  rendered  most  efficient 
assistance.  The  Valorous  threw  some  well-directed  shells, 
and  completely  covered  our  left,  whilst  the  Viper,  gun- 
boat, which  was  at  first  stationed  on  the  left  with  the 
Valorous,  by  Captain  Hastings'  directions  moved  and 
took  up  a  flanking  position  on  the  right  near  the  mills. 

"  I  cannot  at  present  give  your  lordship  any  details  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side  of  the  Turks.  I 
regret  to  say,  however,  that  Selim  Pacha,  commanding 
the  Egyptian  Brigade  here,  is  amongst  the  former. 

"  One  battery  of  Turkish  artillery  was  completely  dis- 
abled, every  gun  having  been  struck,  and  a  great  num- 
ber (nearly  one-third)  of  the  horses  killed. 

I  am  desirous  your  lordship  should  receive  a  report  of 
the  action,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  by  the  Queen 
of  the  South,  so  I  must  beg  your  lordship  to  excuse  fur- 
ther details,  which  shall  be  sent  by  a  future  occasion.— 
I  am,  &c,  John  Simmons,  Captain  Royal  Engineers, 
Brevet  Major. 

"Field-Marshal  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B.,  &c. 

"  P.S.  A  prisoner  informs  us  that  a  prince  commanded, 
but  he  could  not  remember  his  name. 

"  I  am  happy  to  say  there  are  no  casualties  among  the 
English  or  French  officers.  Two  French  sous-officers 
are  among  the  killed,  and  two  privates  wounded. 

(Signed)  "John  S." 
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"  Eupatoiia,  Feb  IS,  1S55,  6  p.m. 
"My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordship 
that  nothing  of  importance  has  taken  place  here  since 
the  enemy  retired  yesterday. 

"  Owing  to  the  deficiency  of  cavalry  with  the  army  of 
his  Highness  Omer  Pacha  we  are  not  able  to  obtain 
exact  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  who 
have  entirely  disappeared,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  with  the 
exception  of  the  usual  cavalry  advanced  posts. 

"  Convoys  of  waggons,  however,  have  been  seen  from 
the  fleet,  moving  along  the  north  shore  of  the  Sasik 
Putrid  Lake  from  the  eastward.  I  am  inclined, 
however,  to  believe  that  they  are  bringing  forage  and 
provisions  for  the  cavalry  which  surrounds  us. 

"  In  the  meantime,  however,  his  highness  is  taking 
every  precaution,  by  adding  to  the  defences  of  the  place, 
to  provide  against  any  further  attempts  of  the  enemy. 
Fortunately  the  two  transports  (sailing)  containing 
artillery  and  materials  for  sonstructing  works  have 
arrived,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  we  shall  have 
twelve  or  fourteen  more  guns  in  position  than  yesterday. 
The  parapets  also  have  been  raised,  so  that  we  may 
hope  that  our  loss  will  not  be  so  heavy  on  a  future 
occasion. 

"The  total  loss  yesterday  amounted  to  as  follows,  of  all 
ranks :— Turks :  97  killed;  277  wounded.  French:  4 
killed ;  9  wounded.  Total  combatants  •  101  killed ; 
286  wounded.  Tartar  population :  13  killed  ;  11 
wounded.  Horses  of  the  Turkish  army  :  79  killed  ;  18 
wounded. 

"Amongst  the  killed  of  the  Turks,"were  1  general  of 
division  (Selim  Pacha,  Egyptian),  1  colonel,  and  5 
subaltern  officers ;  and  amongst  the  wounded,  1  general 
of  brigade  (Egyptian),  4  superior  and  5  subaltern  officers. 
Amongst  the  French  wounded  was  an  officer  of  the 
Henri  IV.,  who  was  serving  ashore  in  a  land  battery. 

"  A  greater  portion  of  the  horses  of  one  battery  were 
killed,  and  19  men  of  the  same  battery,  the  whole  of 
the  guns  being  disabled. 

"  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  further  positive  details 
of  the  enemy's  force. — I  am,  &c, 

(Signed)  "  John  Simmons. 

"  Captain  Royal  Engineers,  Brevet-Major. 
"  Field-Marshal  the  Lord  Raglan,  G.C.B." 


eral  commanding  the  Egyptian  troops.  We  had,  more 
over,  87  killed  and  277  wounded ;  79  horses  killed  and 
18  wounded.  Amongst  the  killed  there  are  seven 
officers,  and  10  are  wounded,  amongst  them  Suleiman 
Pacha.  Thirteen  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  been 
killed,  and  11  wounded.  The  French  had  four  killed  and 
eight  wounded  ;  Lieutenant  Las  Cases  among  the  latter." 


Despatch  from  Lord  Raglan  to  the  Earl  of  Panmure, 
dated  Feb.  24 ; 

"  My  Lord,— I  do  myself  the  honour,  with  reference  to 
my  despatch  of  the  20th  instant,  to  transmit  to  your 
lordship  the  translation  of  a  letter  I  have  had  from 
Omer  Pacha  in  which  his  highness  has  been  so  good  as 
to  give  me  a  detailed  account  of  the  Russian  attack  upon 
Eupatoria  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  inst.,  and  of  the 
brilliant  manner  in  which  he  repulsed  the  enemy  and 
forced  them  to  retire  from  before  the  place. 

"  Your  lordship  will  observe,  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, that  the  conduct  of  the  Turkish  troops  was 
remarkable  for  its  gallantry  and  determination  :  and 
that  the  arrangements  of  the  generalissimo  were  such  as 
might  be  expected  from  an  officer  of  his  high  distinc- 
tion and  established  reputation. 

"  I  understand  from  Colonel  Simmons  that  the  result 
of  this  successful  action  has  had  an  excellent  moral 
effect  upon  the  Turkish  army,  which  has  since  been 
busily  occupied  in  improving  the  defences  and  increasing 
the  armament  of  the  works. 

"  The  English  men-of-war,  Curacoa,  Furious, 
"Valorous,  and  Viper,  the  French  steamer  Veloce,  and 
the  Turkish  steamer  Schehfaer,  greatly  contributed  to 
the  success  of  the  day  by  the  energy  of  their  co-operation, 
and  the  power  of  their  fire  ;  and  Omer  Pacha  has 
expressed  his  sense  of  their  valuable  assistance,  as  well 
as  that  of  a  detachment  of  the  French  army,  whioh 
your  lordship  will  regret  to  see  sustained  some  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  and  among  the  latter  is  a  naval 
officer.  I  have,  &c,  Raglan." 

The  letter  from  Omer  Pacha  contains  a  repetition  of 
the  particulars  given  above.  In  regard  to  the  loss 
sustained  by  his  troops,  Omer  Pacha  says  :  "  Our  losses 
are  not  very  numerous,  but  they  are  to  be  deplored. 
We  regret  the  death  of  Selim  Pacha,  Lieutenant-Gen- 


A  striking  account  of  this  battle  is  given  by  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  Daily  News,  who  was  an  eyewitness. 
He  thus  describes  the  final  assault  by  the  Russians  and 
its  result :  "  A  few  minutes  previously  the  Furious  had 
sent  a  rocket  party  ashore,  who  landed  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the   town,    and   coming   round   amongst  the 
windmills,  opened  their  fire  on  the  Russians  just  as  the 
head  of  the   column  issued  from  the  burying-ground 
and  appeared  on  the  glacis,  and  at  the  same  moment 
the    musketry    commenced    from   the    entrenchment. 
The  column  pushed  on  to  a  distance  of  not  more  than 
twenty  yards  from  the  ditch,  but  there  gave  way  and 
fell  into  disorder.      Selim   Pacha  now   made  a  sortie 
with  a  brigade  of  Egyptians,  and  charged  them  with  the 
bayonet ;    but    in    the    act    of    leading    his    men  on, 
received  a  musket-ball  through  the  body,  and  fell  dead. 
Ismail  Bey  was  also  wounded  on  the  same  occasion. 
The  Russians  now  fell  into    disorder,  gave  way,  and 
retired,  leaving  the  graveyard  strewed  with  their  dead. 
The  'artillery  limbered  up,  and  went  off,  firing  occa- 
sional shots  till  it  passed  the  brow  of  the  hill!     The 
cavalry  preceded  it  at  a  canter,  but  when  on  the  other 
side  the  whole  retreated  in  the  most  beautiful  order,  to 
a  distance  of  about  two  miles,  where  they  bivouacked  on 
the  plain.    Immediately  after  the  cessation  of  the  firing, 
I  walked   down  to   the  outwork,   and  at  every  yard 
along  the    inside   of   the    inner    entrenchment  found 
traces  of  the  conflict,  in  the  shape  of  battered  houses, 
dead  horses,  and  here  and  there  wounded  or  dead  men. 
The  scene  in  the  interior  of  the  outwork  was  terrific. 
Men  lay  on  every  side  gashed  and  torn  by  those  frightful 
wounds   which  round-shot  invariably  inflict.     Here  a 
gory  trunk,  looking  as  if  the  head  had  been  wrenched 
from  the  shoulders  by  the  hand  of  a  giant ;  there  an 
artilleryman,  lying   across  a  splinter  of  his  own  gun- 
carriage — the  splintered  bones  of  his  thighs  protruding 
from  the  flesh  ;  another  cut  in  two  as  if  by  a  knife,  and 
his  body  doubled  up  like  a  strip  of  brown  paper.     The 
artillery  horses  and  their  drivers  were  stationed  amongst 
the  windmills  which  stand  in  thick  clusters  between 
the  outwork  and  the  fortifications  of  the  interior,  and 
as  the  whole  of  this  space  was  swept  for  nearly  two 
hours  by  the  fire  of  the  battery  which  was  last  brought 
up,  the  havoc  was  dreadful.     Nearly  eighty  artillery 
horses  were  killed  on  a  small  patch  of  ground,  some  by 
the  shot,   others  by  the  splinters  of  wood   and  stone, 
which  flew  in  showers  from  the  mills  at  every  discharge, 
and  the  soil  was  strewn  with  their  blood  and  entrails. 
I  saw  all  the  horses  of  one  gun  knocked  together  into 
one  indiscriminate  mass,  as  if  some  mighty  force  had 
squeezed  them  up  like  so  much  butter.     None  of  all 
these  things,  however,  attracted  much  attention  from 
the  defenders  of  the  position.     All  were  talking  loudly, 
some  few  laughing ;  artillerymen,   taking   the  harness 
off  the  dead  horses,  and  making  repairs  on  the  damaged 
guns ;  some  throwing  up  fresh  clay  where  the  works 
had    suffered;    others    carrying    off  the   wounded    in 
blankets,  many  of  the  latter  groaning  loudly ;  others 
reverently  covering  the  faces  of  the  dead  with  the  skirts 
of  their  coats,  and  all  this  amidst  a  hum  and  buzz  of 
voices  which  rose  as  merrily  and  cheerfully  upon  the 
morning  air,  towards  the  sunny  sky,  as  if  it  were  the 
cluse   of  a  fete,   and   no  grim   evidences   of  a   bloody 
struggle  lay  on  every  yard  of  the  soil.     Omer  Pacha 
rode  round  soon  after,  with  a  large  staff  and  most  of  the 
European  officers  who  were  .in  the  place,  and  in  his  train 
I  went  down  to  the  graveyard.     The  firing  had  certainly 
not  ceased  twenty  minutes,  and  yet  at  least  2000  Tartars 
had  rushed  out  of  the  town,  and  stripped  and  plundered 
the   dead  Russians.     When   Omer  Pacha  reached  the 
spot  he   drove   them    all  away,  but  not   before   every 
one  of  the  bodies  was  stark  naked.     The  greater  num- 
ber  seemed   very  young   men,  some    mere    boys  ;    all 
wore  an    expression   of    perfect   repose ;    no   trace    of 
distortion  was  visible  either  in  the  features  or  the  limbs ; 
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they  lay  like  men  who  were  weary  and  slept.  Many 
were  half  buried  and  crushed  under  the  tomb-stones, 
which  the  round-shot  and  the  rockets  had  hurled  from 
their  places,  and  sent  flying  in  pieces  in  all  directions. 
The  Russians  have  retired  nearly  two  leagues  henca. 
The  mainguard  of  their  cavalry  is,  however,  still  in  the 
plain  below  the  town.  The  vidcttes  are  less  numerous 
than  before  the  attack.  It  is  considered  not  improbable 
that  their  next  attempt  will  be  made  in  the  night.  I 
omitted  to  mention  that  seven  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  were  killed  and  twenty  wounded  in  the  affair  of 
the  17th.  The  want  of  surgeons  was  greatly  felt.  The 
Tartars  have  eaten  or  salted  all  the  dead  horses  of  both 
parties.  For  the  last  two  days  they  have  been  feasting 
and  making  merry.  This  need  excite  neither  pity  nor 
surprise,  as  horse-flesh  is  their  usual  food,  even  in  their 
villages." 

In  the  night  between  the  23rd  and  24th  of  February, 
a  serious  action  took  place  between  the  French  and  Rus- 
sians. During  the  previous  night  the  garrison  of  Sebas- 
topol  had  established  important  works  of  counter- 
approach  opposite  our  works  on  the  counter-fort  of  the 
plateau  which  descends  towards  Little  Careening  Bay. 
The  French  commander-in-chief  ordered  these  works  to 
be  carried  in  the  night  between  the  23rd  and  24th  of 
February  by  the  troops  of  the  second  corps. 

This  action  is  described  by  Lord  Raglan  in  his  des- 
patch of  the  24th  February  : — 

"The  troops  of  the  garrison  having  lodged  themselves 
on  the  point  of  the  spur  of  the  ridge  from  Inkermann 
over  the  Careening  Bay,  at  about  300  yards  from  the 
new  French  parallel  on  the  extreme  right,  General 
Canrobert  determined  to  dislodge  them ;  and  this  was 
gallantly  effected  at  two  o'clock  this  morning,  by  1500 
men,  under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Monet, 
and  the  direction  of  General  Mayran, — with,  however, 
I  regret  to  say,  some  loss,  the  consequence  of  the  heavy 
fire  that  was  brought  to  bear  upon  them  from  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  the  shipping,  whilst  they  were  engaged  in 
demolishing  the  works.  When  this  object  was  accom- 
plished, they  withdrew  to  the  trenches,  as  had  been 
their  intention.  The  gallant  General  Monet  is,  I  am 
much  concerned  to  have  to  add,  among  the  wounded." 

These  advanced  works,  however,  were  afterwards 
abandoned  by  the  French  and  re-occupied  by  the 
Russians. 

The  latest  official  intelligence  from  the  army 'is  con- 
tained in  a  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  dated  the  10th 
instant  in  which  he  says  ;  "  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
inform  you  that  the  weather  is  exceedingly  fine ;  and 
that  I  entertain  great  hopes,  derived  from  the  reports  of 
the  principal  medical  officer,  that  the  sick  will  materially 
benefit  by  the  improvement  in  the  temperature. 

"  Our  advanced  batteries  are  making  considerable 
progress. 

"  Every  effort  is  directed  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
camps  in  a  healthy  state,  which,  as  the  warm  weather 
approaches,  becomes  daily  more  important." 

The  Moniteur  of  the  27th,  contains  the  following  tele- 
graphic despatch  from  the  French  charge  d'affaires  at 
Constantinople,  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  : — 
"  March  19. — In  the  night  between  the  15th  and  16th 
instant  our  troops  carried  a  line  of  ambuscade  occupied 
by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  The  Russians,  at  the 
same  time,  made  a  sortie  on  our  extreme  left.  It  was 
vigorously  repulsed.  The  enemy  had  fifty  men  disabled, 
and  retired  in  disorder." 

Private  accounts  describe  the  improved  health  and 
increased  cheerfulness  of  the  English  troops,  who  had 
begun  to  amuse  themselves  with  horse-races,  dog-hunts, 
and  other  national  sports.  .. 


The  Emperor  Nicholas  of  Russia  died  on  the  2nd  of 
this  month.  He  had  suffered  for  some  time  from  influ- 
enza, but  refused  to  keep  his  room,  and  appeared  in 
public  as  usual  till  the  22nd  of  February,  when  he 
found  himself  no  longer  able  to  go  out,  and,  on  the  23rd 
transferred  all  business  to  his  son  Alexander.  On  the 
night  of  the  1st  instant  his  medical  attendant  informed 
him  of  his  condition.  "  On  this,"  says  an  account  of  Lis 
last  moments  which  was  published  at  St.  Petersburg, 


"  he  calmly  took  the  sacrament,  took  leave  of  the 
Empress,  their  children  and  grandchildren,  kissed  each, 
and  blessed  each  one,  with  a  firm  voice,  and  then 
retained  only  the  Empress  and  the  Crown  Prince  with 
him.  This  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  Emperor  said  subsequently  to  the  Empress,  '  Do 
go  now  and  take  a  little  rest,  I  beg  of  you.'  She 
answered,  '  Let  me  remain  with  you ;  I  would  I  could 
depart  with  you,  if  it  were  only  possible.'  To  this  the 
Emperor  replied,  '  No  ;  you  must  remain  here  on  earth. 
Take  care  of  your  health,  so  that  you  may  be  the  centre 
of  the  whole  family.  Go  now ;  I  will  send  for  you 
when  the  moment  approaches.'  The  Empress  could  not 
do  otherwise  than  obey  this  distinct  expression  of  the 
Emperor's  will,  and  left  the  room.  Subsequently  the 
Emperor  had  all  the  servants  immediately  about  him 
sent  in,  thanked  them  for  their  services,  blessed  them, 
and  took  leave  of  them  :  on  which  occasion  he  is  said  to 
have  been  himself  very  much  afTeeted.  Last  of  all  the 
Kammerfrau  von  Rohrbeck  was  sent  for:  the  Emperor 
thanked  her  for  the  fidelity  she  had  always  shown  the 
Empress,  for  the  care  with  which  she  had  always 
tended  her  in  sickness,  begged  her  never  to  quit  the 
Empress,  and  ended  with  '  And  remember  me  kindly  at 
Peterhoff,  that  I'm  so  fond  of.'  The  Emperor  pressed 
Dr.  Karell's  hand,  and  said  to  him,  'It  is  no  fault  of 
yours.'  "Whilst  the  Emperor's  father  confessor  was 
speaking  with  him,  he  took  the  Empress's  hand  and 
put  it  into  the  priest's,  as  if  he  would  confide  the 
Empress  to  the  ecclesiastic.  After  this  the  Emperor 
lost  his  speech  for  awhile  ;  during  which  time  he  was 
engaged  in  prayer,  and  crossed  himself  repeatedly.  He 
subsequently  regained  his  voice,  and  spoke  from  time  to 
time  up  to  his  decease ;  which  took  place  without  a 
struggle,  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  family,  March  2, 
at  ten  minutes  past  noon.  Almost  the  last  articulate 
words  that  the  Emperor  spoke  were,  ,'  Dites  a  Fritz, 
(King  of  Prussia)  de  rester  toujours  le  meme  pour  la 
Russie,  et  de  ne  pas  oublier  les  paroles  de  papa,'  (the 
late  King  of  Prussia.)  Up  to  the  present  time  the 
Empress  has  borne  this  \mexpected  and  fearful  blow 
with  wonderful  strength.  Yesterday  evening  she 
passed  an  hour  entirely  alone  with  the  corpse.  The 
consternation  which  overcame  every  one  at  the  sudden- 
ness of  this  fearful  blow,  is  now  giving  place  to  the 
feelings  of  pain  and  grief." 

On  the  day  of  the  Emperor's  death,  his  successor 
issued  the  following  manifesto  : 

"  By  the  grace  of  God,  we,  Alexander  II.,  Emperor 
and  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias,  King  of  Poland, 
&c.  &c. 

"  We  make  known  to  all  our  faithful  subjects — 

"  In  His  impenetrable  ways,  it  has  pleased  God  to 
strike  us  all  with  a  blow  as  terrible  as  it  was  unexpected. 
Following  a  brief  but  serious  illness,  which  at  its  close 
was  developed  with  an  unheard-of  rapidity,  our  much- 
loved  father,  the  Emperor  Nicholas  Pavlovitch,  has 
departed  life  this  day,  the  18th  February.  No  language 
can  express  our  grief,  which  is  the  grief  also  of  our 
faithful  subjects.  Submitting  with  resignation  to  the 
impenetrable  views  of  Divine  Providence,  we  seek  con- 
solation but  in  Him,  and  wait  from  Him  alone  the 
necessary  aid  to  enable  us  to  sustain  the  burden  which 
it  has  pleased  Him  to  impose  upon  us.  Even  as  the 
much-loved  father  whom  we  mourn  consecrated  all  his 
efforts,  every  moment  of  his  life,  to  the  labours  and  to 
the  cares  called  for  by  the  wellbeing  of  his  subjects,  we, 
at  this  hour  so  painful,  bnt  also  so  grave  and  so  solemn, 
in  ascending  our  hereditary  throne  of  the  empire  of 
Russia,  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  of  the  grand 
duchy  of  Finland,  which  are  inseparable,  take,  in  the 
face  of  the  invisible  God  always  surrounding  us,  the 
sacred  pledge,  never  to  have  any  other  end  but  the 
prosperity  of  our  country.  May  Providence,  who  has 
called  us  to  this  high  mission,  so  aid  us  that,  guided 
and  protected  by  Him,  we  may  be  able  to  strengthen 
Russia  in  the  highest  degree  of  power  and  glory  ;  that 
by  us  may  be  accomplished  the  views  and  the  desires  of 
our  illustrious  predecessors,  Peter,  Catherine,  Alexander 
the  much-loved,  and  our  august  father  of  imperishable 
memory. 

"  By" their  well-proved  zeal,  by  their  prayers  ardently 
united  with  ours  before  the  nltars  of  the  Most  High, 
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our  dear  subjects  will  come  to  our  aid.  We  invite  them 
to  do  so ;  commanding  them  to  take  at  the  same  time 
the  oath  of  fidelity  both  to  us  and  to  our  heir,  his 
Imperial  Highness  the  Cesarevitch  Grand  Duke 
Nicholas  Alexandrovitch. 

"  Given  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  18th  day  of  the  month 
of  February  [2d  March]  of  the  year  of  grace  1855,  and 
the  first  year  of  our  reign.  Alexander." 

The  young  Emperor  received  the  Diplomatic  Body  on 
the  7th  and  delivered  to  them  an  address  containing 
some  remarkable  expressions. 

"  I  am  persuaded,  gentlemen,  that  all  your  courts  feel 
sincere  sorrow  at  the  misfortune  which  has  befallen  us  ; 
I  have  already  received  proofs  of  it  from  all  sides  :  they 
have  greatly  moved  me,  and  I  stated  yesterday  to  the 
Ministers  of  Prussia  and  Austria  how  much  I  appre- 
ciated them.  I  solemnly  declare  here  before  you, 
gentlemen,  that  I  remain  faithful  to  all  the  sentiments 
of  my  father,  and  that  I  will  persevere  in  the  line  of 
political  principles  which  served  as  a  rule  to  my  uncle 
the  Emperor  Alexander,  and  to  my  father.  These 
principles  are  those  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  But,  if  that 
alliance  no  longer  exists  it  is  certainly  not  the  fault  of 
my  father.  His  intentions  were  always  upright  and 
loyal ;  and  if  recently  they  were  misunderstood  by  some 
persons,  I  do  not  doubt  that  God  and  history  will  do 
him  justice.  I  am  ready  to  contribute  to  a  good  under- 
standing, on  the  conditions  which  he  accepted.  Like 
him,  I  desire  peace,  and  wish  to  see  the  evils  of 
war  terminated :  but  if  the  conferences  which  are 
about  to  open  at  Vienna  do  not  lead  to  a  result 
honourable  for  us,  then,  gentlemen,  at  the  head  of  my 
faithful  Russia,  I  will  combat,  with  the  whole  nation, 
and  I  will  perish  sooner  than  yield.  As  to  my  personal 
sentiments  for  your  Sovereign  [here  the  Emperor  ad- 
dressed Baron  de  Werther,  Minister  of  Prussia]  they 
have  not  varied  :  I  have  never  doubted  the  fraternal 
affection  and  friendship  which  his  Majesty  the  King 
always  had  for  my  father,  and  I  told  you  yesterday  how 
grateful  I  am  to  him  for  it.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the 
kind   words   which   the    Emperor    has    caused    to   be 


transmitted  to  me  on  this  occasion.  [This  was  addressed 
to  Count  Esterhazy,  Minister  of  Austria.]  His  Majesty 
cannot  doubt  the  sincere  affection  which  my  father  en- 
tertained for  him  at  an  epoch  which  he  himself  has 
recalled  by  the  order  of  the  day  addressed  to  his  army. 
Be  kind  enough,  gentlemen,  to  communicate  my  words 
to  your  respective  courts." 

Count  Nesselrode  has  issued,  under  date  March  10,  a 
circular  to  the  ministers  of  Russia  at  foreign  courts,  to 
inform  them  of  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor.  Count 
Nesselrode  states  that  the  Emperor,  "in  a  childlike 
spirit  of  piety,  accepts  as  his  heritage  two  obligations 
equally  sacred ;  "  to  use  all  his  might  for  the  defence  of 
Russia,  and  to  devote  himself  to  the  completion  of  that 
work  of  peace  the  bases  of  which  were  sanctioned  by 
the  Emperor  Nicholas.  In  order  that  the  intentions  of 
his  father  may  be  fulfilled,  the  Emperor  Alexander  has 
renewed  the  instructions  of  the  Russian  plenipotentiary 
at  Vienna.     Those  intentions  are  thus  defined — 

"  To  restore  to  Russia  and  Europe  the  blessings  of 
peace.  To  confirm  the  freedom  of  worship  and  the 
welfare  of  the  Christian  peoples  of  the  East,  without 
distinction  of  rite.  To  place  the  immunities  of  the 
Principalities  under  a  collective  guarantee.  To  secure 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Danube  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  all  nations.  To  put  an  end  to  the  rivalries  of 
the  Great  Powers  respecting  the  East,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  preclude  the  return  ot  new  complications.  Finally, 
to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  Great  Powers 
respecting  the  revision  of  the  treaties  by  which  they 
have  recognised  the  principle  of  closing  the  Dardanelles 
and  the  Bosphorus,  and  in  this  way  to  arrive  at  an 
honourable  settlement." 


The  conferences  at  Vienna  have  been  proceeding  ae- 
tively.  The  Russian  Minister,  had  agreed  to  the  first 
two  of  the  points  proposed  by  the  Allies  as  the  basis  of  a 
negotiation  for  peace.  But  the  most  important  point, 
the  adoption  of  measures  to  put  an  end  to  Russian  pre- 
ponderance in  the  Black  Sea,  had  not  been  entered 
upon. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITEKATUEE  AND  ART. 


Hardly  a  single  book  of  mark  has  appeared 
during  the  past  month.  The  leading  publications  have 
been  romances.  From  Mr.  Kingsley  we  have  an 
Elizabethan  fiction  called  Westward  Ho;  from  Miss 
Jewsbury,  Constance  Herbert;  from  a  third  novelist, 
Thorney  Hall;  from  a  fourth,  The  Wife's  Trials ;  from 
Sam  Slick,  Nature  and  Human  Nature ;  and  the  author 
of  "  Mary  Barton  "  has  published  North  and  South. 
The  war  supplies  some  few  volumes  as  usual.  Mr. 
Burckhardt  Barker  gives  us  an  Historical  Account  of 
the  Crimea  ;  Mr.  George  Fowler  a  History  of  the  War  ; 
a  lady  who  has  long  resided  in  the  Crimea,  and  whom 
this  war  expelled,  has  briefly  but  intelligently  described 
its  Towns  and  Inhabitants  ;  a  fourth  book  on  the  same 
subject,  translated  from  the  journal  of  a  Prussian  Pro- 
fessor and  botanist,  is  called  The  Crimea  and  Odessa  ; 
and  two  sketches  by  Captain  Biddulph  have  appeared, 
with  letterpress  explanations,  illustrating  the  Assault  of 
Sevastopol.  Some  serials,  too,  are  of  course  continued. 
Mr.  Bell  adds  the  third  volume  of  Chaucer  to  his  Anno- 
tated Edition  of  the  English  Poets  ;  the  twelfth  volume 
of  Mr.  Hughes's  edition  and  continuation  of  Hume  and 
Smollett  is  published;  Mr.  Bohn  adds  a  volume  of  Addi- 
son, a  volume  of  Professor  Smyth's  Lectures  on  Modern 
History,  the  Exemplary  Novels  of  Cervantes,  and  a 
volume  of  Philip  de  Comities,  to  his  various  Libraries; 
Mr.  Bentley  adds  to  his  series  the  completion  of  Mr. 
Jesse's  England  Under  the  Stuarts ;  and  SirW.  Hamilton 
issues  the  sixth  volume  of  his  edition  of  Dug  aid  Stuart's 
Works.  But  never  was  the  list  so  scanty  of  miscellaneous 
books  of  interest.  Mr.  Wrightson  publishes  a  History 
of  Modern  Italy.  Mr.  Stirling  reproduces  from  his 
larger  work  on  the  Spanish  painters  his  account,  with 
several  additions,  of  Velasquez  and  his  Works.  A  boy's 
book  of  adventures,  from  the  German  of  Garstaecker, 
Frank   Wildman,  has  been  translated  by  Mr.  Lascelles 


Wraxall.  Doctor  Davy  has  put  together,  under  the 
title  of  The  Angler  and  his  Friend,  a  series  of  piscatory 
colloquies  and  excursions.  The  Rev.  R.  C.  Singleton 
has  begun  a  translation  into  English  rhythm  of  the 
Works  of  Virgil.  An  American  writer  has  published 
here,  a  book  upon  southern  life  and  peculiarities, 
called  Our  World,  or  the  Democrat's  Rule.  On  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  Thomas  Ryle,  in  a  volume  of  indignant 
criticism  questions  altogether  the  value  of  the  demo- 
crat's rule,  that  is,  of  American  Liberty  and  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  Samuel  Bailey  writes  a  first  series  of 
Letters  on  the  Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind.  Dr. 
Forbes  Royle  discusses,  in  a  clear  practical  way,  the 
Fibroics  Plants  of  India.  Mr.  Wathen  describes  the 
Golden  Colony,  giving  that  name  to  Victoria  in  1854. 
The  Rev.  J.  Taylor  publishes  an  elaborate  volume  on 
the  True  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Eucharist.  Mr. 
Montagu  Lyon  Phillips  discusses  Worlds  Beyond 
the  Earth.  Mr.  W.  A.  Newman  writes  a  Life  of 
John  Montagu,  intended  to  illustrate  his  judicial 
career,  and  some  recent  public  affairs,  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Mr.  Oxenford  translates  Hellas,  a 
volume  of  criticism  on  the  Greeks,  from  the  German  of 
Friedrich  Jacobs.  Sir  George  Grey  describes  the 
ancient  traditional  history  of  the  New  Zealand  race  in  a 
volume  on  Polynesian  Mythology.  From  Mrs.  West  we 
receive  a  volume  of  Frescoes  and  Sketches  from  Memory. 
Miss  Goldsmid  translates  from  the  German  of  Philipp- 
sohn,  the  Development  of  the  Religious  Idea  in  Judaism, 
Christianity ,  and  Mohamedanism.  Mr.  Mayor  illus- 
trates Cambridge  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  by 
reproducing,  with  enthusiastic  notes,  contemporary  lives 
of  Nicholas  Ferrar  by  his  brother  John  and  by  Doctor 
Jebb.  And  finally  (for  thus  early  this  month's  list 
comes  to  its  close),  we  receive  from  Mr.  Buckingham  the 
first  aud  second  volumes  of  his  Autobiography. 


72 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NARRATIVE. 


[March,  1S55. 


COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  17th  inst.,  £14,201,243. 

LATEST  LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bars,  Stan,  per  oz.  5    0| 
Do.,  dust,  „         3  16    0  |  Mexican  dollars,        ,,       4  Hi 

Latest  Comparative  Value  op  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 0  08  prem.  I  New  York 0'33  disct. 

Hamburgh 0 '53  prem.  | 

Bank  Bate  of  Discount,  5  per  cent. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1S60 
Bank  Stock,  8  per  cent.     . . 

Exchequer  Bills,  June 

India  Bonds 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

93.J 

90J 

94 

91* 

941 

91 

4  '  ' 

4»3 

216 

213 

9s.  p. 

3s.  p. 

14s.  p. 

10s.  p. 

Latest. 


P2J-3 

93-i 

931-4 

4  5 

215 
6-9  p. 
11-12  p. 


Paid 


100 
all 
100 
100 
all 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian 

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &Wn.  (Irel.) 
Great  Northern  .... 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Torksh. 
London  &  N.  Westu. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

100 

97 

97-9 

S4 

71 

n-H 

644 

61  i 

633-4i 

58 

56 

57-9 

ni 

11 

"i-1 

92 

S9 

91-3 

914 

88 

oY^-Sj 

654 

634 

65-4 

77| 

74i 

76-4 

1004 

97i 

99i-100 

864 

831 

S3-4 

70i 

051 

69A-70 

62 

5S| 

61-2 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


65,831 
8,712 

90,533 

35.S63 
155, 79S 

44,240 
141,975 
162,683 
145,123 
378,  S20 

S3, 095 
189,676 

94,277 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Belgian  44  per  cent.,  92-4 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  101-3 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  102-4 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  101-3 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  62-4 
Dutch  4  p.  cent.  cert..  94i 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  204 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  49-51 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  424 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  994-100 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  36j 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  86-8 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Junct.,  1-i 
Great  Luxembourg,  2|-J 
Northern  of  France,  341-§ 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.,  S4-94 
Paris  and  Orleans,  49 
Paris  and  Lyons,  41§-£ 
Paris  and  Rouen,  39-41 
West  Flanders,  3J-4 
West  of  France,  254-64 
Rouen  and  Havre,  214-24 


Mines. 


Linares 74-8 

Nouveau  Monde i-i 


Quartz  Rock    l-§ 

St.  John  Del  Rey    ....  30-2 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australian     1-14 

Do.  Freehold     

Colonial  Gold    i-4 

Port  Philip    i-i 

South  Australian. ...  |-1 


Railways. 

East  Indian   224/-J 

Do.,     Extension  20J-4 
Indian  Peninsula. .  5i-| 
Madras    20-4 


Banks. 

Australasian .  S2  to  S4 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  174 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China 
Lond.  Chart,  of  Aust.  204-1 4 

South  Australian 37-9 

Union  of  Australia  . .   65  to  67 

Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .   7i 
Australian   Royal   Mail  3}-3 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  15i 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.    584 


Australian  Agricultural  304-14 
Van  Piemen's  Land    . .  13-4 
South  Australian  Land  36-7 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 

North  Brit.  Australian  1-1 

Peel  River  Land 2J-3 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.  14-3 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 
endins; — 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

s.     d. 

8.      d. 

8.      d. 

>.      c'. 

8.      d. 

8.        (2. 

Feb.  24 

69       1 

31       5 

25       6 

41       1 

43       3 

39      8 

Mar.     3 

68       6 

SO     11 

25       3 

41     10 

42       2 

39      9 

—   10 

68      0 

30       6 

25       8 

38       7 

40       8 

39      4 

—  17 

68     10 

30       5 

24     10 

39       4 

40       4 

38      6 

Latest  London 

s.         s. 

Malt,  Pale,      per  qr.     64  to  72 

Malting  Barley  „     . .  29  —  30 

Oats,  best 27  — 2S 

Wheat,  White,    ,,     ..  72  — SO 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  60  —  65 
Country  household  49  —  53 
American,  per  barl.  39  —  44 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  42  —  44 
Cattle —  s.    d.    s.  d. 

Beasts,  per  st.  3  0  to  4  0 
Calves  .,  „  3  8  —  46 
Sheep    ..     „       3    4  —  46 

Pigs 3    0  —  4    4 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South  Downs..  1     0  —  1     1 
Kentish  fleeces  1     0  —  1    1 
German   Elect.  2    6  —  3    6 
Australian  ....  0  10  —  2    2 

Cape 0    7  —  1     5 

Spanish   1     1  —  1  11 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  1261. 

Iron,  Pigs,  42.  158.  to  52.  0s. 
Rails,  62.  10s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  222.  0s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  1S2.  10s.  Tin,  English 
block,  1142. ;  Banca,  1092.  to 
110?. ;  Spelter,  231. 10s.;  Quick- 
silver, per  lb.  Is.  11(2. 

Provisions. 
Bacon,  per  cwt. — Irish,  56s. 

to  63s.  ;  American,  30s.  to 

40's. 
Bkef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  8(2.  to  5s.  0d.;  Irish  India, 

per  tr.,  175s. ;  Hambro',  1 70s. ; 

American,  140s.  to  160s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

lid.    to   18(2. ;   Dorset,    per 

cwt.,  96s.  to  106s. ;  Irish,  94s. 

lOSs.  ;  Dutch,  92s.  to  96s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

60s.  to  76s. ;  Wiltshire,  52s.  to 

72s.  ;  Dutch,  5Ss. 
Hams  — York,    S6s.    to   96s.; 

Irish,   7Ss.   to  84».  ;    West- 
phalia, 70s.  to  74s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

S  lb.,  4s.  Od.  to  5s.  2d. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  rods, 
.  S5s.  to  105s. ;  Bedf.  Regts. 

100s.  to  130s. 
Pork,    per   8  lb.,  3s.    id.    to 

4s.  id. 
Veal,  4s.  Od.  to  5s.  0(2. 


Market  Prices. 

I.  t.      I.  s. 

Hay per  load  2  10  to  4  15 

Clover..        ,,         4    0  —  5  15 
Straw..        „         1    4  — 1    S 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton.  101.  10s. 
to  HZ.  lis.;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 
72. ;  Bones,  ditto,  41. 10s. 
Hops.— Kents,    260s.  to  360s. 
Sussex,  260s.  to  280s.     1S53, 
140s.  to  200s. 
Poultry— Capons,      3s. — is. 
Fowls,  4s.  Od. — 7s.  ;  Chicks, 
4s.  0d.— 6s.  0d.;  Ducks,  4s.— 
6s.;  Geese,  3s.  6(2. — 6s.;  Tur- 
keys, is.  Od. — 6s.  ;  Pigeons, 
id.—  9d. 
Hides,    Ac. —Market,    96  1b., 
44(2.-54(2.  ;  do.,  do..  50  lb., 
3id.  — jrf. ;    do.,  Calf-skins, 
10  lb.,  6s.    6rf.  ;    do.,  Horse- 
hides,    5s.  6(2.— 6s.  ;  Rough 
Tallow,  22s. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  572. ;  Sperm, 
11S2.  to  1232.;  Pale  Seal, 
522.  ;  Rape,  522.  to  532.  ; 
Cocoa-nut,  412.  to  432.;  Palm, 
372.  to  392.;  Linseed,  332.  15s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
432.  to  442. 10s.  ;  Sheep,  452. 
to  462.  6s.  ;  Y.  C,  4S2. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  36s. 
to  44s.;  Bahia,  32s.  to  33s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 46s.  6d.  to47s.  0d.;  Do., 
Plantation,  58s.  to  84s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 68j.  to  S5s.  ;  Jamaica, 
70s.  to  84s.  ;  Java,  51s.  to 
55s. ;  Costa  Rica,  49s.  to  72s. 

Rice,  per  cwt.— Carolina,  duty 
paid,  25s.  to  36s.  0(2. ;  Bengal, 
13s.  6(2.  to  15s.  6d.  ;  Java, 
12s.  to  17s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
32s.  to  38s.  ;  Mauritius, 
30s.  6(2.  to  3Ss.  0(2.;  Bengal, 
35s.  6(2.  to  39s.  6(2.  ;  Madras, 
27s.  to  29s.  6(2. ;  Havannah, 
31s.  to  39s.  6d. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
43s.  to  47s. ;  Bastards,  25s.  6(2 
to  35s. ;  Crushed,  30s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  6(2.) — 
Congou,  9i(2.  to  Is.  Od. ; 
Souchong,  10(2.  to  2s.  6(2. ; 
Hyson,  Is.  3(2.  to  3s.  6(2. ; 
Assam,  Is.  3d.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1S55. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

January  31  .... 

7,359 
5,197 

21 

4,180 
3.S02 

1S7 
55 

11,747 
9,054 

Total 

12,556 

21 

7.9S2 

242 

20,S01 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Cahin. 


Melbourne  £35  to  £60 
Sydney ...  40—65 
Adelaide  . .  36  —  62 
HobartTn.      36  —  65 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£20  to  £30 
22  —  35 
22  —  33 
22  —  35 


Steerage. 


£15  to  £22 
18  —  25 
15  —  24 
15   —   25 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  l'eet. 


£2  10to£3  5 
2  5  — 2  10 
2  10  —  2  15 
2    5  — 2  15 
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NARRATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday,  March  29, 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Irish  Militia  Bill,  the  Earl 
of  Ellenborough  revived  two  points  which  he  had 
urged  on  previous  occasions.  First,  that  as  we  must 
look  for  the  recruitment  of  the  army  mainly  to  the 
militia,  as  we  did  in  the  last  war,  some  means  should  be 
taken  to  bring  the  militia  up  to  the  nominal  force  ; 
secondly,  that  the  commander  of  the  Land  Transport 
Corps  in  the  Crimea  should  have  the  power  of  providing 
for  the  feeding  of  his  animals. — Lord  Panmure  and 
Earl  Grey  did  not  agree  with  Lord  Ellenborough  that 
the  militia  should  be  the  nursery  of  the  line.  In  the 
last  war,  the  reason  why  so  large  a  number  of  recruits 
for  the  army  passed  through  the  militia  was,  that  the 
men  got  higher  bounty  by  first  entering  the  militia  than 
by  directly  entering  the  army.  As  to  the  second  point, 
if  Lord  Ellenborough's  suggestion  were  adopted,  there 
would  be  two  commissariats  bidding  in  one  market,  and 
neither  would  properly  perform  its  duties. — The  further 
progress  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 

On  Friday,  March  30,  the  house  Adjourned  to  Mon- 
day, the  16th  of  April. 

On  Monday,  April  16,  the  Charitable  Trusts  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time. 

On  Tuesday,  April  17,  the  Cambridge  University  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  discussion  should  take  place  on  the  motion  for  the 
committal. 

On  Tuesday,  April  24,  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury  put 
questions  to  the  government  respecting  the  Negotiations 
at  Vienna.  After  taking  credit  for  the  forbearance 
shown  by  the  house  in  abstaining  so  long  from  questions 
on  foreign  affairs  likely  to  embarrass  the  government, 
he  wished  to  know,  now  that  those  negotiations  bad 
ceased,  the  object  which  the  government  proposed  to 
itself  on  entering  on  a  fresh  campaign,  and  what  results 
it  would  consider  equivalent  to  the  expenditure  of  so 
much  blood  and  treasure. — The  Earl  of  Clarendon 
fully  admitted  the  forbearance  evinced  on  this  question 
by  the  noble  lord  and  his  friends.  It  was  perfectly  true 
the  negotiations  at  Vienna  had  come  to  an  end,  and  that 
Russia  refused  to  treat  on  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
allies.  With  respect  to  the  other  points  referred  to  by 
the  noble  lord,  it  would  not  be  convenient  to  enter  into 
them  at  present,  but  the  house  might  rely  that  the 
government  would  afford  it  the  earliest  information  on 
the  subject  consistent  with  the  public  service. 

In  reply  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don stated  that  up  to  Friday  last  Austria  held  language 
on  the  Eastern  Question  identical  with  that  of  the 
Allies.  The  time  for  anything  beyond  language  had 
not  yet  arrived,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  what 
course  Austria  would  take. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  Cam- 
bridge University  Bill,  when  the  Lord  Chancellor 
explained  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  measure. — Lord 
Lyndhurst  regretted  the  necessity  of  introducing  this 
bill,  though,  after  the  example  set  last  year  in  the  case 
of  Oxford,  he  supposed  such  a  measure  was  inevitable. 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  in  an  eloquent  speech  to 
enumerate  the  names  of  the  illustrious  men  which 
Cambridge  had  produced  under  the  existing  system, 
and  concluded  by  declaring  that,  though  the  bill  must 
pass,  he  would  do  everything  in  his  power  to  make  it  as 
perfect  a  measure   as   possible,  both   as   regarded   the 


university  and  the  country.  —  After  some  further 
discussion,  in'which  Lords  Powis  and  Canning  took  part, 
the  bill  passed  through  committee. 

On  Thursday,  April  26,  the  Royal  Assent  was  given 
by  commission  to  a  number  of  bills. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  said  it  was  reported  that 
the  Electric  Telegraph  between  London  and  Balaklava 
was  very  nearly  completed,  and  that  the  government  had 
actually  received  a  despatch  from  the  seat  of  war  within 
the  last  four-and-twenty  hours.  He  ventured  to  ask 
whether  that  report  was  true,  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
government  had  received  any  material  information  that 
could  be  communicated  to  the  public  ? — The  Earl  of 
Harrowby  believed  that  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty 
had  that  day  received  a  despatch  from  Balaklava,  but 
its  purport  was  merely  to  inform  him  that  the  commu- 
nication was  open. 

The  Earl  of  Malmesbury,  in  moving  for  some 
returns,  urged  on  the  government  the  expediency  of 
taking  steps  to  restrict  the  Exportation  of  Horses  from 
the  country,  during  the  extensive  demand  for  the  supply 
of  our  cavalry  service,  occasioned  by  the  war. 


In  the  Hoitse  of  Commons  on  Wednesday,  March  28, 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bills  of  Exchange  Bill  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Vance,  who  moved  the  second  reading 
that  day  six  months.  The  amendment  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Muntz. — Sir  E.  Perry  defended  the  bill,  which 
was  founded,  he  said,  upon  sound  principles,  consistent 
with  those  of  past  law  reforms,  its  object  being  to  do 
away  with  fictitious  and  fraudulent  defences. — Mr. 
Gurney  opposed  the  bill.  Admitting  that  there  were 
inconveniences  in  the  law  which  it  might  be  well  to 
remedy,  great  care,  he  observed,  should  be  taken  that 
the  remedy  was  not  worse  than  the  disease.  His  opinion 
was  that  the  bill,  while  it  would  benefit  a  few,  would 
ruin  multitudes  ;  that  it  would  give  an  immense  priority 
and  advantage  to  one  class  of  creditors  over  others,  and 
have  a  prejudicial  operation  upon  the  character  of  bills  of 
exchange. — Mr.  Napier  observed  that,  the  principle  of 
the  bill  being  a  sound  one,  the  possible  abuse  of  its  pro- 
visions afforded  no  argument  against  its  utility.  The 
house  should  not  reject,  upon  the  second  reading,  a 
measure  the  object  of  which  was  to  assimilate  the  com- 
mercial law  throughout  the  united  kingdom,  preparatory 
to  making  it  conform  to  that  of  the  whole  commercial 
world. — Mr.  Mitchell  supported  the  bill,  replying  to 
Mr.  Gurney  and  Mr.  Muntz,  whose  objections,  he 
thought,  savoured  of  the  Birmingham  currency  school. 
He  adhered  to  the  doctrine  that  bills  of  exchange  were 
preferable  to  running  accounts,  and  believed  that  no 
practical  hardship  would  result  from  the  bill.— Mr. 
Spooner  opposed  the  bill.  He  dwelt  upon  the  injury 
it  would  inflict  upon  retail  country  traders,  who,  with 
ample  assets  in  the  shape  of  book  debts,  might  be  ruined 
by  liabilities  under  bills  of  exchange.  There  was  no 
reason,  in  his  opinion,  why  the  holder  of  a  bill  should 
have  a  better  remedy  than  another  creditor. — Mr. 
Baines  read  a  passage  from  a  petition  from  the  Leeds 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  contained,  he  thought, 
a  summary  of  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bill. — Mr 
Glynn  believed  that  so  many  practical  evils  attended 
the  bill  circulation  of  this  country  that  some  remedy 
was  absolutely  necessary,  and  he  concurred  with  Mr. 
Baines  in  thinking  that  it  would  be  best  to  send  this  bill 
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along  with  Mr.  Heating's,  the  Bills  of  Exchange  and 
Promissory  Notes  Bill  (which  had  the  same  ohject),toa 
select  committee.— Sir  F.  Thesiger  was  ready  to  con- 
sent to  the  second  reading  of  hoth  bills,  upon  the  under- 
standing that  they  should  be  submitted  to  the  same 
select  committee,  which  might  accomplish  the  object  of 
preventing  frauds  in  commercial  transactions  of  this 
kind. — The  Lohd-Advocate,  avowing  that  the  bill  had 
his  most  complete  approbation,  justified  its  adoption  of 
the  principles  of  the  Scotch  law.— Mr.  H.  Keating  de- 
fended the  machinery  in  his  own  bill,  but  approved  of 
the  suggestion  to  send  both  bills  to  a  select  committee. — 
The  Attorney- General  said  he  thought  the  subject 
had  been  pretty  well  exhausted.  That  fraudulent  de- 
fences to  bills  of  exchange  were  an  evil  none  denied,  or 
that  a  more  summary  remedy  was  necessary,  unless 
great  commercial  mischief  would  ensue.  Then  came  the 
question,  which  of  the  two  bills,  both  having  the  same 
object,  should  be  adopted  ?  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  there  were  serious  drawbacks  upon  the  Scotch 
system,  which  appeared  cumbersome  and  complicated  ; 
but,  without  discussing  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
bills,  he  thought  they  could  not  do  better  than  refer 
them  both  to  a  select  committee. — The  house  divided, 
and  the  second  reading  was  carried  by  114  to  58 ;  the 
hill  was  then  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
— The  same  course  was  followed  with  respect  to  the  Bills 
of  Exchange  and  Promissory  Notes  Bill. 

Mr.  Frewen,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Union  of  Benefices  Bill,  explained  the  state  of  the  law 
in  regard  to  pluralities,  pointing  out  what  he  considered 
to  be  its  defects  and  inconsistencies,  and  stating  the 
remedies  he  proposed  in  the  hill. — Mr.  Co'wper  said 
that  the  changes  proposed  were  unnecessary,  and  were 
open  to  many  inconveniences,  and  that  the  bill  did  not 
carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  mover  ;  he  went  through 
the  clauses,  suggesting,  as  he  proceeded,  objections  to 
the  details.  He  moved  to  defer  the  second  reading  for 
six  months. — Mr.  R.  Phillimore  and  Mr.  Spooner  spoke 
in  favour  of  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  which  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bouverie  and  Mr.  Henley,  and  upon  a 
division,  the  amendment  was  carried  by  112  to  30;  so 
the  bill  is  lost. 

Mr.  Whightson  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Vacating  of  Seats  in  Parliament  Bill.  —  Its  further 
progress  was  resisted  by  Mr.  W.  Williams  and  Mr. 
Bankes.  —  Sir  G.  Grey  defended  the  bill,  the  sole 
object  of  which  was  to  promote  the  public  convenience, 
not  that  of  individual  members. — Mr.  Hadfield  moved 
to  defer  the  second  reading  for  six  months. — The  bill 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bentinck,  Mr.  Barrow,  Mr.  Henley, 
Sir  F.  Thesiger,  and  Lord  Lovaine  ;  and  supported  by 
Mr.  S.  Wortley,  Mr.  B.  Denison,  and  Mr.  Deedes. — 
Upon  a  division,  the  amendment  was  carried  by  73  to 
69;  so  this  bill  is  lost. 

On  Thursday,  March  29,  Mr.  Scott  moved  for  copies 
of  instructions  to  the  commander-in-chief  in  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Black  Sea,  and  correspondence  relative  to 
the  Attack  on  Odessa.  He  arraigned  the  whole  policy 
pursued  towards  that  port,  and  replied  by  anticipation 
to  the  objections  which  might  be  offered  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  papers.  For  the  sake  of  Admiral  Dundas 
himself  he  wanted  to  know,  he  said,  what  were  his 
instructions,  and  whether  he  had  or  not  ample  discretion. 
— Sir  C.  Wood  said  the  same  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  object  altogether  to  the  motion,  precluded  him 
from  replying  to  any  portion  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  Scott 
which  had  the  slightest  reference  to  his  motion.  If 
there  had  been  any  correspondence  or  instructions  upon 
this  subject,  to  produce  them  would  at  once  disclose  to 
the  enemy  the  views  and  intentions  of  our  commanders 
as  to  the  probability  or  the  reverse  of  an  attack  on 
Odessa.  He  objected  to  such  disclosures  while  hostilities 
were  in  operation. — Mr.  Stafford  observed  that  the 
papers  would  amply  vindicate  the  admiral,  whose 
silence,  he  remarked,  contrasted  favourably  with  some 
examples.  —  Mr.  Scott  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
casting  the  slightest  slur  upon  Admiral  Dundas. — Lord 
Palmerstom  said  the  character  of  Admiral  Dundas 
stood  high  as  an  officer  of  her  Majesty's  naval  service, 
and  there  was  no  part  of  his  conduct  while  employed 
that  had  not  done  honour  to  him. 

Mr.  H.  Berkley  moved  on  address  to  her  Majesty, 


praying  that  she  will  be  pleased  to  order  a  Court 
Martial  on  Earl  Lucan  for  ordering  a  charge  of  the 
Light  Cavalry  at  the  battle  of  Balaklava.  The  object 
of  the  motion,  he  said,  was  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  300  as  gallant  men  as  ever  drew  sword 
or  put  foot  in  stirrup,  who  appeared  to  have  been 
wantonly  sacrificed  ;  he  asked  not  for  a  committee 
of  that  house,  but  for  the  proper  tribunal  for  such  an 
inquiry— namely,  a  court-martial.  He  had  no  animosity 
or  personal  feeling  in  this  matter  ;  he  had  no  charge  to 
make  against  the  honour  or  courage  of  Lord  Lucan  ;  he 
would  admit  both  to  be  undoubted ;  but  he  believed 
inquiry  to  be  called  for,  and  this  was  the  only  course  he 
could  take  to  obtain  it.  He  then  proceeded  to  detail 
the  particulars  of  the  battle  of  Balaklava  and  the  order 
issued  by  Lord  Raglan,  observing  that  the  more  that 
order  was  analysed  the  clearer  did  Lord  Raglan's 
intentions  become.  In  the  first  place,  no  order  was 
given  to  charge  by  Lord  Raglan,  but  to  follow  and  try 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  carrying  away  the  guns. 
The  mode  of  doing  this  was  left  entirely  to  Lord  Lucan. 
The  order  could  not  apply  to  a  stationary  force,  and  the 
permission  to  send  for  a  troop  of  artillery  showed  further 
the  real  intention  of  Lord  Raglan.  The  fact  was,  Mr. 
Berkeley  said,  that  Lord  Lucan  was  ordered  to  do  one 
thing,  the  necessity  for  which  had  passed  away,  and,  on 
his  own  responsibility,  he  did  another,  and  that  the 
worst  thing  he  could  have  done.  He  then  related  the 
transmission  of  the  order  to  Lord  Cardigan  (upon  whose 
military  character  he  pronounced  a  very  high  eulogium) ; 
the  demur  of  Lord  Cardigan  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
order,  who  pointed  out  the  desperate  nature  of  the 
attack ;  and  the  fatal  issue  of  the  charge.  In  con- 
clusion, he  submitted  to  the  house  that  he  had  made  out 
a  case  for  inquiry,  which  Lord  Lucan  himself  gallantly 
desired,  and,  if  he  could  justify  himself,  a  court-martiai 
was  the  proper  place. — Lord  Elcho  seconded  the 
motion,  observing  that  Lord  Lucan  courted  inquiry  into 
his  conduct,  and  he  (Lord  Elcho)  was  never  more 
firmly  convinced  of  anything  than  that  Lord  Lucan  was 
a  grossly  wronged  and  injured  man. — Mr.  C.  Villiers 
said  he  took  issue  with  the  mover  and  seconder  upon 
the  question  as  to  Lord  Lucan's  right  to  inquiry  in  this 
matter.  This  did  not  come  under  the  character  of  an 
original  motion,  but  under  that  of  an  appeal  from 
a  decision  given  by  the  crown,  by  the  advice  of  the 
competent  authorities.  The  question  might  have  been 
raised  in  another  form  ;  but  it  had  been  raised  upon  the 
precise  point  decided  by  the  authorities,  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  that  it  had  been  already  decided,  and  of 
what  were  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  refusal  of  a 
court-martial.  He  briefly  stated  the  case,  which  had 
been  submitted  to  the  legal  authorities,  and  the  reasons 
for  refusing  inquiry.  No  officer,  he  observed,  had  a 
right  to  insist  upon  a  court-martial ;  an  officer  might  be 
dismissed  without  reason  assigned.  In  Lord  Lucan's 
case  no  military  offence  had  been  proved  or  alleged, 
and,  if  he  had  offended,  he  had  been  continued  to  be 
employed  after  the  offence ;  and  where  an  offence  has 
been  overlooked,  it  is  a  good  leading  bar  to  any  pro- 
ceeding against  the  party,  who  could  not  be  subjected 
to  a  court-martial  for  the  offence  so  overlooked. 
Independently  of  this  legal  objection,  the  inquiry  would 
he  inexpedient.  It  could  not  be  instituted  at  home, 
and  it  was  obvious  that  it  must  be  deferred  until  the 
war  was  over.  The  whole  question  was  whether  Lord 
Raglan  had  exercised  his  discretion  wisely.  Lord 
Raglan  did  not  complain  of  Lord  Lucan  ;  all  he  said 
was  that  in  the  particular  charge  in  question  he  had 
misconceived  his  order.  Commanders-in-chief  must  be 
invested  with  very  large  discretion,  and  if  Lord  Raglan 
had  exercised  his  discretion  unworthily,  Lord  Lucau 
was  not  without  his  remedy. — Mr.  Disraeli  hoped  the 
motion  would  not  bo  pressed  to  a  division.  Although 
he  sympathised  with  the  feelings  of  Lord  Lucan,  whose 
qualities  entitled  him  to  public  respect,  the  house,  in 
regard  to  this  motion,  must,  he  said,  look  to  its  nature. 
If  there  had  been  a  denial  of  justice,  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  consider  the  case ;  but  he  could  not 
conceive  that  this  was  a  case  in  which  it  ought  to 
interfere  with  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  There  was 
one  point  upon  which  he  thought  the  house  of  commons 
had  a  right  to  complain — namely,  that  when  the  thanks 
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of  the  house  were  voted  to  this  gallant  officer,  the 
minister  of  war  was  in  possession  of  facts  which,  in  his 
opinion,  justified  him  in  recalling  him  in  disgrace. 
Either  this  was  not  acting  fairly  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, or  it  was  acting  unjustly  towards  Lord  Lucan. 
He  did  not  think  the  motion  was  one  which  the  house 
ought  to  sanction. — Lord  Palmehston  observed  that 
nothing  had  passxd  in  the  debate  which  could  be 
considered  as  casting  any  imputation  upon  the  military 
character  of  Lord  Lucan.  The  house  ought  not  to 
forget  'that  the  command  of  the  army  was  by  the  con- 
stitution vested  in  the  crown,  and  if  it  fell  into  the  hubit 
of  interfering  with  the  discipline  of  the  army,  great 
injury  would  ensue.  The  present  was  a  case  in  which 
it  was  impossible  for  the  crown  to  grant  a  court-martial 
upon  general  and  particular  considerations.  The  vote 
of  thanks  to  Lord  Lucan  placed  his  character  as  high  as 
his  best  friends  could  desire,  and  the  ground  of  his 
recall  was  simply  a  personal  difference  between  him  and 
his  commanding  officer,  which  rendered  it  impossible 
that  they  could  usefully  act  together.— Mr.  Berkeley 
then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Sir  W.  Clay,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  Abolition  of  Church  Bates,  stated  its  character 
and  objects.  The  main  element  of  the  bill  was  the 
entire  abolition  of  these  rates,  in  which  respect  it  was 
similar  to  the  bill  of  last  year  ;  and  it  contained  like  that 
a  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  church-rates  where 
they  were  legally  charged  under  acts  of  parliament. 
The  main  provisions  of  this  bill  were — first,  to  remove 
all  difficulties  in  the  way  of  applying  the  principle  of 
enabling  the  members  of  the  church  of  England  to 
maintain  the  fabrics  of  their  churches  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  their  services  ;  secondly,  to  empower  parishes 
to  allot  a  certain  portion  of  the  area  of  the  church  to 
pews,  and  to  apply  the  rents  to  the  purposes  to  which 
church-rates  were  now  applied,  a  proportion  of  the 
area  to  be  appropriated  to  free  sittings. — Mr.  Wigram 
said  this  bill,  which  in  object  and  principle  was  the 
same  as  that  of  last  year,  was  founded  on  no  plea  of 
justice  or  necessity.  The  land  of  the  country  was 
liable  to  the  common  law  obligation  of  maintaining  the 
fabric  of  the  churches  of  the  country.  He  opposed  the 
introduction  of  the  bill. — Mr.  R.  Phillimore  did  not 
object  to  the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  but  condemned 
the  project  of  letting  pews  to  the  best  bidders  as  con- 
tinuing the  very  worst  anomaly  in  the  church  of 
England. — Lord  Stanley  observed  that  everybody 
agreed  that  the  present  state  of  the  law  was  unsatisfac- 
tory. Repeated  attempts  had  been  made  to  amend  it, 
which  had  failed,  and,  in  the  absence  of  a  satisfactory 
measure,  he  thought  the  house  would  not  be  justified  in 
refusing  to  entertain  one  that  dealt  with  the  question  in 
the  only  manner  in  which  it  could  be  effectually  met. 
The  question  of  pew-rents  was  very  much  a  matter  of 
detail,  so,  without  pledging  himself  to  the  approbation 
of  this  measure,  he  thought  the  house  was  at  least  bound 
to  give  it  a  fair  consideration  in  the  absence  of  any  other 
proposition  to  amend  the  law. — Lord  Palmerston 
observed  that  this  question  was  beset  with  great  diffi- 
culties, and  they  were  of  two  kinds.  It  was  difficult  to 
maintain  the  law  as  it  was,  and  it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  alter  it  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Those  who 
said  that  the  maintenance  of  the  fabric  of  the  church 
was  part  of  the  law  of  the  land  should  recollect,  he  said, 
that  by  a  recent  decision  there  was  no  power  of  enforcing 
it.  Some  alteration  of  the  law  was  therefore  desirable, 
even  in  the  interest  of  the  established  church.  When 
it  was  said  that  this  bill  was  identical  with  that  of  last 
year,  he  did  not  think  that  quite  correct.  Some  modi- 
fications had  been  shadowed  out  as  contained  in  the 
present  bill,  and  he  should  oppose  its  introduction. — 
After  some  further  discussion,  the  house  divided,  when 
the  motion  was  carried  by  155  to  76. 

On  Friday,  March  30,  the  Solicitor-General 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  Abolishing  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  over  Wills  and 
Administrations  ;  and  Mr.  Elltce  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  Belter  Administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in  Scotland. 
The  house  adjourned  till  the  16th  of  April. 

On  Monday,  April  16th,  a  great  number  of  petitions 
were  presented  in  favour  of  a  Halfpenny  Newspaper 
Stamp. 


The  Metropolis  Local  Management  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  after  a  slight  discussion. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  of  supply  upon  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  when  several  votes  wore  agreed 
to;  a  vote  of  100,00CW.,  on  account  of  Public  Education 
in  Great  Britain,  was  also  agreed  to. 

On  Tuesday,  April  17th,  additional  petitions  were 
presented  in  favour  of  a  Halfpenny  Newspajw  Stamp. 

Colonel  Boldero,  after  commenting  on  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  Medical  Departments  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  illustrated  by  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Sebastopol  Committee,  moved  for  a  select  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  those  departments.  The 
motion  was  seconded  by  Sir  John  Trollope,  who 
contended  for  the  establishment  of  a  Medical  Board, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  useless,  elaborate,  and  unwieldy 
books  and  forms  now  in  use.  The  best  thing  (he  said) 
to  be  done  with  them  would  be  to  burn  them  in  the 
barrack  square. — Mr.  Peel  objected  to  inquiry,  on  the 
ground  that  the  state  of  the  medical  department,  if  not 
the  special  subject  of  inquiry  by  the  Sebastopol  Com- 
mittee, is  embraced  in  its  scope.  If  that  inquiry  should 
prove  incomplete,  it  would  then  be  time  to  appoint 
another  committee.  The  measures  of  the  government 
— by  concentrating  power  over  the  other  authorities  in 
thehands  of  the  minister  of  war;  by  the  appointment 
of  a  medical  board,  including  a  civilian  among  its  mem- 
bers ;  by  the  establishment  of  professorships  of  military 
surgery  at  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Dublin  ;  by  the 
establishment  of  a  regular  hospital  corps  ;  and  by  ren- 
dering the  purveyors  subordinate  to  the  medical 
authorities, — by  these  measures  the  government  had 
superseded  the  necessity  for  this  committee. — The  motion 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Brady,  Mr.  Muntz,  Mr.  Mon- 
tague Chambers,  and  Sir  George  Pechell  ;  and  opposed 
by  Admiral  Berkeley,  Mr.  Ellice,  and  Sir  George  Grey. 
— With  regard  to  the  navy  it  was  complained  that  a 
large  number  of  young  and  incompetent  men  had  been 
sent  out  to  the  Baltic  ;  but  Sir  George  Grey  explained 
that  a  certain  number  of  pupils  have  been  appointed  to 
do  duty  with  that  fleet,  not  as  surgeons  or  assistant- 
surgeons,  but  as  supernumeraries.  The  fleet  has  its  full 
complement  of  surgeons  and  assistant-surgeons  ;  and 
these  dressers  were  sent  out  that  they  may  qualify  by 
practice  for  the  office  of  assistant-surgeons  hereafter. — 
On  a  division,  the  motion  was  negatived  by  the  majority 
of  73  to  69. 

Lord  R.  [Grosvenor  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  Sunday  Trading 
in  the  Metropolis.  Ashe  understood  the  bill  would  not 
be  opposed,  he  postponed  the  explanation  of  its  details 
till  the  second  reading. — LordEniUNGTON  seconded  the 
motion  on  religious,  social,  and  economical  grounds. — 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

On  Wednesday,  April  18,  the  Intestacy  (Scotland) 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  Dunlop,  who  had 
charge  of  the  measure,  explaining  that  it  was  designed 
merely  to  assimilate  the  law  of  Scotland  with  that  of 
England,  as  regarded  the  disposal  of  intestate  estates. 

The  second"  reading  of  the  Sea  Coast  Fisheries 
(Ireland)  Bill,  was  moved  by  Mr.  M'Mahon,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Napier,  who  contended  that  the  measure 
was  designed  to  benefit  a  small  class  of  Wexford  fisher- 
men, and  would  seriously  compromise  extensive  vested 
interests.  He  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. — 
After  some  discussion  a  division  was  called,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  motion,  19 ;  for  the  amendment,  145. 
The  bill  was  consequently  rejected. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Shee  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Tenants'  Improvements  Compensation  Bill,  suggesting 
that  the  measure  should  be  allowed  to  pass  the  pending 
stage,  and  the  discussion,  which  the  house  was  so  evi- 
dently not  then  disposed  to  undertake,  should  be  post- 
poned until  the  bill  came  on  for  committal. — This 
arrangement  was  ratified  by  Mr.  Horsman,  on  the  part 
of  the  government;  but  was  criticised  by  Mr.  Napier 
and  Mr.  Whiteside;  and  the  collateral  discussion  re- 
specting the  course  which  ought  to  be  sanctioned  was 
protracted  until  a  quarter  to  six  o'clock,  when  the 
debate  stood  adjourned  in  conformity  with  the  customary 
rule  for  the  Wednesday  sittings. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stafford,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
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house  should  adjourn  over  until  Friday,  in  Consequence 
of  the  Festivities  attending  the  Visit  of  the  French 
Emperor  and  Empress. 

On  Friday,  April  20,  in  a  committee  of  supply  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  his  Fi>ia?ieial 
Statement,  assigning  as  a  reason  for  its  postponement 
until  so  advanced  a  period  of  the  session,  the  embarrass- 
ments   occasioned     by    ministerial    modifications,    and 
the  hopes  that  had  been  entertained  of  some  satisfactory 
result  from  the  Vienna  negotiations.     He  stated  the 
past  and  estimated  the  future  position  of  the  national 
exchequer.     At  the  beginning  of  last  year  the  existing 
sources  of  revenue  were  expected  to  produce  53,349,000/. 
New  taxes  were  afterwards  imposed,  with  the  estimated 
effect  of  raising  the  aggregate  revenue  to  59,494,000/. 
The    actual    product    had    been    59,494,144/.,    which, 
together  with  the  issues  of  exchequer  bills  and  bonds, 
had  given  a  gross  receipt  of  66,021,000/.,  leaving  a  sur- 
plus on   the  year's  expenditure  of  about  one  million. 
For  the  current  year  the  various  heads  of  expenses  were 
computed   at — For  interest  on  the  debt,  27,947,000/.  ; 
army,  16,214,000/. ;   navy,  16,653,000/. ;  and  ordnance, 
7,808,000/.      He  proposed  'taking  a  vote  on  credit  for 
contingent  surplus  outlay  on  the  military  service  to  the 
amount   of  three  millions,   and   computed  the  charges 
for    civil    service   at    six   and   a  half   millions.       The 
ordinaiy   supply  services   of  the   year  would  thus  in- 
volve an  expenditure  of  50,175,000/.,  which  would  be 
extended  by  the  interest  on   debt,  the  Sardinian  loan, 
and  other  extraordinaries,  to  a  gross  total  of  about  eighty- 
two  millions.      Adding    to   this   estimate  the   sum   of 
4,400,000/.,  to  cover  any  possible  excess  in  the  outlay  for 
the  war,  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  whole  sum  for  which  he  must  provide  during  the 
year  was  86,339,000/.     He  then  adverted  to  the  produce 
of  the  revenues,  whose  amount  he  computed   to  reach 
63,339,000/.,  thus  derived :— From  excise  17,070,000/. ; 
stamps  (deducting  180,000/.  anticipated  loss  on  news- 
paper   stamps),   6,815,000/. ;    land    and  assessed  taxes, 
2,920,000/. ;     income    tax,    13,505,000/. ;     post  -  office, 
1,150,000/.;  increased  postage  of  newspapers  and  paper 
duty,  2S8.000/.  ;    crown  lands,  260,000/. ;  and  miscella- 
neous, 800,000/.     A  deficit  of  twenty-three  millions  was 
then  left,  for  which  the  government  were   called  upon 
to  find  ways  and  means  of  providing.      Alluding  to  the 
objections  that  had  been  urged  against  the  principle  of  a 
national  loan,  and  citing  the  authority  of  Mr.  Hume  on 
that  point,  the  chancellori  of  the  exchequer  declared 
that  it  was  not  always  possible,  or  if  possible  not  expe- 
dient, to  raise  the  whole   annual   expenditure   of  the 
country  by  taxes  levied  within  the  year.     The  encroach- 
ment upon  the. savings  of  industry  caused  by  exorbitant 
taxation  was  more  injurious  under  certain  circumstances 
than  the  abstraction  of  capital  by  a  loan.      The  govern- 
ment had.  accordingly  resolved  to  supply  some  portion 
of  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  by  borrowing  money. 
After  recapitulating  the  incidents   which   had   accom- 
panied the  gradual  increase  of  the  national  debt,  and 
stating  that  since  the  peace  of  1815,  and  up  to  the  1st  of 
January  last,  the  capital  of  the  debt  had  been  diminished 
by  sixty-four  millions,  viz.,  ^from  815  millions  to  751 
millions,  the  chancellor^  of  the  exchequer  described  the 
various  forms  and  processes  in  which  successive  loans 
had  been  contracted,  and  the  contrivances  that  had  been 
adopted  with  the  view,  as  it  was  hoped,  of  providing  for 
a  gradual   diminution   and  ultimate  extinction  of  the 
liability  incurred.     Among  these  devices  was  the  sink- 
ing fund,  which  he  characterised  as  a  delusion,  and  the 
system  of 'terminable  annuities,  which  presented  many 
abstract  advantages,  but  was  subject  to  some  practical 
inconveniences,  and  could  not  be  employed  to  any  great 
extent   owing   to   the   unmarketable   character   of  the 
securities  so  created.      Admitting  that  the  government 
would  have  preferred  a  loan  on  the  present  occasion  in 
that  description  of  stock,  he  remarked  that  it  had  b^en 
impracticable  to  raise  all'the  money  required  upon  any 
reasonable  terms  by  terminable  annuities,   and  accord- 
ingly the  great  bulk  of  the  loan  which  had  been  that 
day  effected  was  contracted  in  a  permanent  Three  per 
cent,  stock.     It  was,  however,  intended  to  insert  a  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  sanctioning  the  transaction  by  which 
the  minister  of  the  day  would  be  held  bound  within  a 
year  of  the  conclusion  of  peace  to  provide  a  sum  of  one 


million  per  annum  for  the    purpose   of  gradually  ex- 
tinguishing the  new  debt  now  incurred.      Sixteen  mil- 
lions  would   be   thus  raised  by    borrowing ;     and    in 
addition     the    government    propose    to    augment    the 
revenue  from  taxation  by  a  sum  of  5,300,000/.     The  in- 
crement was  to  be  thus  arranged  : — On  sugar,  the  duty 
would  be   increased  by  3s.   per  cwt.  on  the  average, 
which  was  computed  to  produce  1,200,000/.      On  coffee, 
the  duty  would  be  increased  by  Id.  per  lb. — namely, 
from  Sd.'to  4c/.,  from  which  150,000/.  was  expected.    On 
tea,   besides   the   postponement  of  reductions    already 
sanctioned,    he  proposed  to   again   partially   augment 
the    duty    making  it   Is.   9d.   per  lb.,   and  producing 
an    addition   of  750,000/.  to  the  revenue.      The   total 
amount  of  increased  income  from  the   custom  duties 
would  be  2,100,000/.     In  stamps  he  proposed  to  make 
no  further  alteration  than  by  the   withdrawal  of  the 
exemption  in  favour  of  certain  bankers'  cheques,  and 
expected  to  obtain  200,000/.  per  annum  by  the  change. 
With  regard  to  spirits  he  should  propose  to  assimilate 
the  duties  paid  on  the  Scotch  and  English  products, 
making   the  tariff  for  both  7s.  lOrf.  per  gallon,  and  to 
ttiise  the   excise   on   Irish   spirits   from   4s.  to   6s.  per 
gallon.     From  this  source  he   anticipated  one   million 
additional  revenue,  and  the  whole  increased  product  from 
the  indirect  taxes  would  be  3,300,000/.     The  remaining 
two  millions  it  was  intended  to  raise  from  the  series  of 
direct  taxation,  selecting  for  augmentation  the  income 
tax,  and  increasing  the  amount  of  that  impost  by  one 
per   cent.,  or   2d.  in  the  pound  in   all  instances.     In 
addition  to  these  receipts  from  loans  and  taxation  he 
proposed  to  ask  leave  to  issue  Exchequer  bills  to  the 
same  amount  as  the  surplus  credit  for  military  services 
— namely,  three  millions — by  which  means  the  whole 
probable  expenditure  of  the  year  would  be   defrayed. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  concluded  by  descri- 
bing the    terms   on  which    the    new  loan    had    been 
contracted,  and  contended  that  they  bore  a  favourable 
comparison    with     those    presented    in    any    previous 
transaction  of  similar  character. — The  formal  resolution 
sanctioning  the  issue  of  the  new  loan,  having  been  put 
from  the  chair,  Mr.  Laing  said  it  was  plain  that  they 
were  now  at  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  loans,  and 
it  behoved  the  house,  therefore,  to  see  that  they  were 
effected  on  right  principles.      He  considered  that  the 
proposal  to  pay  off  this  loan  by  1,000,000/.  a  year  after 
the  war  was  over,  was  a  mere  delusion,  and  he  strongly 
urged  the  superior  advantages  of  terminable  annuities. 
The    difference    between    terminable     and    perpetual 
securities,  was,  after  all,  only  a  question  of  price.     He 
considered  the  terms  of  the  loan  not  so  favourable  as 
they  might  have  been  from  the  abundance  of  money  in 
the  market,  partly  caused  by  the  sale  of  government 
stock,  and  partly  by  borrowing  in  the  three  per  cent' 
stock,  which  had  sunk  down  the  old  stock  to  the  extent 
of  from  two  to  three  per  cent.     He  also  regretted  that 
the  chancellor  of   the  exchequer  had  not  appealed  to 
the  public  at  large  for  the  loan.     With  regard  to  the 
new  taxes,  he   hoped  the   house  would  make  a  stand 
against  increasing  the  duties  on  sugar,  tea,  and  coffee, 
especially  as  an  increase  of  the  income  tax  to  ten  per 
cent,  would  have  given  the  whole  sum  required. — Mr. 
Gladstone  reminded  the  committee  that  by  affirming 
the  resolution  then  proposed  they  would  pledge  them- 
selves finally  both  to  the  principle  and  the  details  of  the 
new  loan.     He  was  not  prepared  to  withhold  his  assent 
to  the  transaction  generally,  but  wished  to  have   the 
resolution  amended  so  as  to  postpone  any  decision  upon 
the  arrangements  suggested  for  the  ultimate  repayment 
of  the  debt.     Proceeding  to  criticise  some  of  the  features 
of  the  financial  scheme  just  laid  before  the  house,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  objected  to  the  further  enhance- 
ment in  the  tariff  of  the  income  tax  at  this  early  period 
of  the  war  ;    and  on   the  abstract  question   of  loans, 
admitted  that  exigencies  often  arose  in  which  it  would 
prove  highly  injurious  to  attempt  to  raise  an  augmented 
revenue   by  a  sudden  enhancement  of  taxation.      He 
regretted  the  presentation  of  the  annual  budget  had  not 
been  postponed  for  a  short  time  longer,  seeing  that  in  a 
few  hours   or  days  the  issue  of  the   conferences  now 
pending  at  Vienna  must  be  known,  and  claimed  on  his 
part  full  liberty  as  to  the  judgment  he  should  pronounce 
on  the  general  conduct   of  the  ministry,   either  with 
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relation  to  the  negotiations  or  the  war,  notwithstanding 
the  affirmative  vote  he  should  give  to  the  resolutions 
then  proposed. — Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly  complained  that 
the  loan  borrowed  on  the  proposed  scheme  could  not  be 
paid  oft'  except  at  a  loss  to  the  country  of  1,600,000/. 
Had  the  right  lion,  gentleman  proposed  a  loan  w'th  a 
power  of  being  paid  off  at  six   or  twelve  months,  he 
might  have  obtained  all  he  required   at  a  rate  of  not 
more  than  3J  per  cent.,  which  would  have  been  much 
more  to  the  public  advantage.     He  would  not,  however, 
oppose  the  resolution  ;  but  he  hoped,  if  they  were  again 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  money  market,  it  would 
be   on  very   different  terms. — Mr.  Williams  objected 
to   the   increase   of   the    three   per   cent,   stock. — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Gladstone,    declined    to  withdraw    the  clause   in  the 
loan  at   present,  but  said  it  would    be   in  the  power 
of   the   house   to   withdraw  it,   if  it  thought   fit,   on 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill.       He  denied  that  this 
loan  was  a  losing  bargain  for  the  government  since  they 
gained  100/.  for  every  100/.  stock. — Mr.  J.  Heyworth 
objected    to    the   increase  of   indirect    taxation. — Mr. 
Baillie  opposed  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  supported  there- 
solution. — Mr.  M'Gregor  objected  to  the  loan,  and  to 
every  part  of  the  budget.    He  considered  this  budget  the 
worst  that  had  ever  been  submitted  to  the  country  ;  and 
he  believed  that  his  intelligence  and  his  knowledge  were 
appreciated  by  the  country  at  large,  notwithstanding  the 
self-complacent    sneers  of  the  treasury  benches. — Mr. 
Muntz  justified  the  propriety  of  calling  upon  posterity 
to  pay  their  portion  of  the  expenses  of  this  war,  because 
it  was  a  war  expressly  for  the  benefit  of  posterity  ;  but 
he  objected  to  the  terms  on  which  the  loan  was  con- 
tracted, and  to  the  public  inconvenience  arising  from 
the   increase   of  indirect  taxation. — In   answer  to  Mr. 
Hildyard,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
meant  the  increase  of  2d.  in  the  pound  on  the  income- 
tax  to  apply  to  incomes  both  above  and  below  150/. — 
Mr.  Masterman  warmly  supported  the  terms  of  the 
loan,  and  he  was  only  surprised  that  the  public  had  got 
so  good  a  bargain.— After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Thorn- 
ley  and  Mr.  Malins,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  were 
the  other  resolutions,  and  the  house  resumed. 

Mr.  Bentinck,  remarking  that  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Sebastopol  Inquiry  Committee,  Mr.  J.  Ball,  had 
taken  office  under  government,  moved  that  Captain 
Scobell  should  be  nominated  in  his  place  on  the  com- 
mittee.— Mr.  Roebuck  observed  that  as  Mr.  Ball  had 
originally  been  appointed  as  a  representative  of  the 
government  on  that  committee,  it  should  be  left  with 
the  government  also  to  name  its  successor.  The  hon. 
member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  De  Vere)  had  already  been 
selected  for  that  purpose. — A  lively  discussion  followed 
involving  the  personal  and  professional  qualifications  of 
the  respective  hon.  members  who  were  proposed  for  the 
vacancy  in  the  committee  of  inquiry.  The  motion  that 
the  name  of  Mr.  Ball  should  be  discharged  from  the  list 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  division  finally  took  place  on  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Bentinck  for  inserting  the  name 
of  Captain  Scobell.  There  appeared  for  the  resolution 
68  ;  against  it,  81 :  majority  against  the  appointment  of 
Captain  Scobell,  13. 

On  Monday,  April  23,  Lord  Palmerston,  in  answer 
to  questions  put  by  Mr.  Bright  respecting  the  result  of 
the  Negotiations  at  Vienna,  said  that,  it  was  well 
known  that  the  English  and  French  governments,  in 
concert  with  the  government  of  Austria,  had  determined 
that  the  proper  development  of  the  principle  of  the 
third  pome  was  the  cessation  of  the  preponderance  of 
Russia  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  that  principle  had  been 
acceded  to  by  the  Russian  plenipotentiary.  At  the 
conference  on  Thursday  last  it  had  been  proposed  to 
Russia,  as  a  mode  of  making  the  preponderance  of 
Russia  in  the  Black  Sea  to  cease,  either  that  the  amount 
of  the  Russian  naval  force  in  that  sea  should  be  limited 
by  treaty,  or  that  the  Black  Sea  should  be  declared 
neutral  and  all  ships  of  war  be  excluded.  The  Russian 
plenipotentiary  required  48  hours  j  for  considering 
this  proposition  ;  that  term  elapsed  on  Saturday,  when, 
at  another  conference,  he  absolutely  refused  to  accept 
either  of  the  alternatives  which  had  been  unanimously 
pressed  upon  him  by  the  other  four  plenipotentiaries, 
making    no   counter  proposition  on   the   part  of   the 


government  of  Russia.     The  conferences  were  thereupon 
adjourned  sine  die. 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
a  debate   took  place  on  the  subject  of  the  Loan.     Mr. 
Goulburn  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  offer  any  objection 
to  the  contract  for  the  loan,  which  appeared  in  its  terms 
fair  i.to  the  contractors,  and  not  unfair  to  the  public ; 
but  he  was  anxious  to  point  out  what  he  considered  to 
be_a  defect  in  the  principle  of  the  loan.     The  objection 
to   a  loan  was,  that  it  was  throwing   a  burden  upon 
posterity ;  but  in  this  case  the  burden  was  increased  by 
an   obligation   to   redeem   the   principal   by   a    million 
a-year.      Was   it  in    the   least  degree    probable    that 
parliament  would  consent  to  raise  this  sum  for  sixteen 
years  for  the  repayment  of  this  loan  ?     In  former  cases 
it  had  not  adhered  to  its  resolution  to  maintain  a  sinking 
fund,  and  the   proposed  clause  would  only  make  the 
house  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  country.     He  was 
bound,  therefore,  to  take  the  loan  as  an  irredeemable 
annuity,    and    he    thought    the     Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer  would  have  acted  a  wiser  part  if  he  had 
made  an  offer  for  the  loan  in  the  New  Three  per  Cent. 
Annuities  which  were  redeemable  in  1874,  instead  of  in 
consols.      As   it   was   likely,    in   his   opinion,  that  the 
interest  of  money  would  fall,  care  should  have  been 
taken  not  to  preclude  the  country  from  this  advantage. 
He  doubted  whether  the  public  would  derive  ultimately 
advantage     from  the   other   part  of  the   loan  in   ter- 
minable   annuities.     Annuities    were    now    obtainable 
with    more     facility  than    heretofore,  and    this    new 
class     of    terminable     annuities     being     brought     into 
the    general    market    the    advantage    gained    by    the 
government    on    one  side  would  be  lost  on  the  other. 
— Mr.    T.    Baring   expressed   his    surprise    that    Mr. 
Goulbourn  should  oppose  a  resolution  providing  for  the 
repayment,  in  time  of  peace,  of  money  borrowed  in  time 
of  war,  which  was  built  upon  the  sound  rule  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  parliament  and  the  country  to  discharge  an 
obligation  incurred  in  a  season  of  exigency.     As  to  the 
suggestion  that  the  loan  would   have   been   borrowed 
better  in  the  New  Three  per  Cents.,  the  amount  of  that 
stock  was  250,000,000/. ,  and  the  minister  of  the  day  would 
have  enough  to  do  in  dealing  with  that  amount.     The 
principle  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  plan  was, 
bethought,  an  honest  one,  and  he  hoped  he  would  persist 
in  his  resolution  that  1,000,000/.  annually  should  be  set 
apart  after  the  war  to  redeem  the  loan,   as  at  least  a 
record  of  the  intention  of  parliament. — Mr.  Gladstone 
agreed  that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  have  contracted  for  so  large  a  sum  in  the 
form  of  terminable  annuities.     Mr.  Baring,  he  thought, 
had  not  been  just  to  Mr.  Goulburn,  who  concurred  with 
him  in  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  surplus  revenue 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  debt.      The  question  be- 
tween them  was,  whether  this  clause  would  practically 
assist  in  effecting  that  object.    Future  parliaments  might 
question  the  right   of  the  present  to  fetter   their  dis- 
cretion by  prescribing  the  particular  amount  and  form 
of  investment,  although  it  might  be  prudent  to  lay  out 
the  money  in  another  manner. — Mr.   Laing  repeated 
his  objection  to  contracting  a  loan  in  the  ordinary  Three 
per  Cent,  consols,  because  it  sacrificed  the  opportunity 
of  reducing  the  interest,  and  because  the  present  price 
of  the    ordinary   Three    per  Cent,  consols   stock   was 
artificial. — Mr.    James   M'Gregor,   Mr.    Hankey,    and 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  made  some  brief  observations,  and  Mr. 
Cardwell  explained  and  defended  what  had  been  sug- 
gested by  Mr.    Goulburn. — The   Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  reference   to  the   remarks   of  Mr. 
Gladstone,  repeated  what  he  had  said  on  Friday,  that 
the   question   as   to   the   appropriation    of    an    annual 
million  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  was  open  to  the 
discretion  of  the  house.     The  proposition  had  been  deli- 
berately considered  by  the  government,  who  intended 
to  adhere  to  it.      The  house  could  not  make  an  irrevo- 
cable law  binding  upon  future  parliaments  ;    but   the 
effect  of  this  clause  was  to  create  a  permanent  charge 
upon  the  consolidated  fund,  and  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
every  government  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of 
this  sum  out  of  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year,  until 
parliament,  which  could  provide  for  any  emergency,  saw 
fit  to   unbind  its  hands.      To    the   objection    of   Mr. 
Goulburn,  that  the  loan  should  have  been  contracted  in 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAEEATIVE. 


[April,  1855. 


the  New  Three  per  Cents.,  on  the  ground  that  the  in- 
terest might  have  been  reduced  without  notice,  he 
replied  that  he  was  not  sanguine  as  to  the  possibility, 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  present  generation,  of  reducing  the 
interest  of  the  Three  per  Cent,  stocks;  but,  if  the 
government  should  have  a  surplus  revenue,  it  could  go 
into  the  market  and  buy  its  own  perpetual  annuities. — 
The  discussion  then  took  the  form  of  a  debate  when  the 
house  is  in  committee,  questions  being  put  and  expla- 
nations given,  fresh  topics  arising  as  each  resolution  was 
read.     The  report  was  ultimately  agreed  to. 

On  the  order  for  going  into  committee  upon  the 
Newspaper  Stamp  Duties  Bill,  Mr.  Cowan  and  Mr. 
Babkow  ottered  some  suggestions  in  favour  of  the 
repeal  of  the  restrictions  upon  the  number  of  sheets  and 
the  dimensions  of  newspapers  or  other  periodical  pub- 
lications;  and  of  the  conveyance  of  ad  printed  matter 
through  the  post-office  at  the  rate  of  Jd.  for  every  two 
ounces. — The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the 
bill. — On  the  second  clause,  enacting  that  periodical 
publications  printed  on  paper  stamped  for  denoting  the 
rate  of  duty  now  imposed  on  newspapers  shall  be 
entitled  to  transmission  and  re-transmission  by  the  post, 
Mr.  Collier  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by  the  inser- 
tion of  words  enacting  that,  instead  of  Id.,  a  duty  of 
id.  be  imposed,  and  that  \d.  be  paid  on  each  transmission 
by  the  post  of  all  periodical  publications. — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said,  this  bill  was  limited 
to  the  removal  of  the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  law,  the  object  of  the  government 
being  to  make  no  further  alterations  than  were  necessary 
to  accomplish  that  end.  The  great  objection  to  the 
measure  on  the  second  reading  was,  that  it  would 
endanger  a  large  amount  of  revenue.  Since  then  a 
further  question  had  arisen  as  to  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  of  \d.  to  \d.,  which,  it  had  been  contended,  would 
increase  the  revenue.  It  was  possible,  he  observed, 
that  this  expectation  might  be  realised :  but  it  was 
founded  upon  most  uncertain  data,  and  the  government 
felt  bound  to  adhere  to  their  original  proposition.  He 
pointed  out  certain  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
Mr.  Collier's  proposal,  which  he  opposed.— The  amend- 
ment was  withdrawn,  and  the  clause  agreed  to.— On  the 
4th  clause,  authorising  the  registration  of  periodical 
publications,  if  desired,  in  the  same  manner  as  news- 
papers are  now  required  to  be,  Mr.  Whiteside  proposed 
to  make  registration  compulsory. — The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  no  objection  to  postpone  the 
clauses  relating  to  registration  and  securities,  in  order 
to  reconsider  the  whole  subject,  and  to  reframe  the 
clauses.-^The  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  clauses  were 
accordingly  postponed.  The  other  clauses  in  the  bill 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  chairman  was  ordered  to  report 
progress,  the  consideration  of  the  new  clauses  being 
deferred  until  the  committee  sat  again,  on  Monday  next. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bentinck,  Captain  Gladstone, 
after  some  opposition,  was  named  a  member  of  Mr. 
Roebuck's  Committee. 

~  On  Tuesday,  April,  24th,  Mr.  Heywood  introduced 
the  subject  of  National  Education.  He  moved  a  resolu- 
tion, pledging  the  house  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  such  clauses  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity 
of  1662  as  impose  religious  tests  limiting  the  advantages 
of  academical,  or  grammar,  or  free  school  education  ;  and 
so  much  of  any  regulations  of  national  institutions,  either 
in  England  or  Ireland,  as  impose  religious  tests  as  con- 
ditions or  qualifications  for  any  advantages  connected 
with  education  in  the  English  or  Irish  universities  or 
public  schools.  He  dwelt  upon  the  injurious  effects  of 
these  restrictions,  the  removal  of  which,  he  believed, 
would  be  of  great  national  advantage,  by  bringing  for- 
ward a  large  number  of  able  men  capable  of  rendering 
efficient  st-rvic<  s  to  the  state. — The  motion  was  seconded 
by  Sir  E.  Perry. — Lord  Palmerston  observed  that 
the  motion  divided  itself  into  two  distinct  propositions 
— one,  the  consideration  of  those  parts  of  the  act  which 
required  religious  tests  for  schoolmasters  and  tutors  in 
private  families;  the  other  would  go  to  disturb  the 
settlement  made  last  year  with  regard  to  the  university 
of  Oxford.  As  to  the  first  he  had  no  hesitation  in  going 
along  with  Mr.  Heywood ;  he  thought  those  obsolete 
provisions  might  with  great  advantage  be  swept  away. 
In  respect  to  the  second   proposition,  he  was  of  opinion 


that  it  would  not  be  right  for  parliament  to  interfere 
and  disturb  the  settlement  of  last  year  until  some  prac- 
tical experience  had  been  had  of  its  working,  and  he  was 
not  disposed  to  go  along  with  Mr.  Heywood  in  that  part 
of  his  motion.  Nevertheless,  he  should  not  oppose  the 
resolution,  but  his  acquiescence  must  not  commit  him 
to  its  full  extent,  but  the  government  would  be  at  full 
liberty  to  object  to  any  part  of  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment.— Mr.  Gladstone  considered  the  declaration  of 
the  noble  lord  to  be  quite  fair  and  satisfactory  ;  but  he 
was  disposed  to  urge  upon  Mr.  Heywood  the  expediency 
of  limiting  his  motion,  as  suggested,  forthwith.  So  far 
as  regarded  the  university  of  Oxford,  after  the  settle- 
ment of  last  year,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
resist,  in  every  stage,  any  attempt  to  interfere  with  that 
settlement.  Acts  of  Parliament  unsettling  old  institu- 
tions should  be  rare  ;  a  very  strong  case  was  required 
for  such  interference.  He  again  recommended  Mr. 
Heywood  to  accede  to  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Palmerston. 
—Lord  J.  Manners  remarked  that  Lord  Palmerston 
had  not  referred  to  a  third  and  Tery  important  part  of 
the  motion,  relating  to  endowed  grammar  schools. 
After  some  further  discussion— Mr.  Heywood  offered  to 
exptmge  all  the  words  of  his  motion  after  "  religious 
tests,"  and,  objections  being  made  to  this  amendment, 
as  rendering  the  motion  more  vague  and  objectionable, 
he  proposed  to  include  the  succeeding  words,  down  to 
"  free  school  education  ;  "  but,  the  house  refusing  him 
permission  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  it  in  an  amended  form,  it  was  lost 
altogether. 

Mr.  Pellatt  moved  a  long  series  of  returns,  under 
no  fewer  than  twenty-two  heads,  relating  to  appoint- 
ments, informations,  cases,  memorials,  briefs,  reports, 
&C,  connected  with  the  Charity  Commission. —  The 
Attorney-General  characterised  the  motion  as  an 
extraordinary  one,  and  the  mover  as  the  puppet  of  a 
discontented  solicitor,  commenting'upon  the  covert  insinu- 
ations and  the  groundless  imputations  conveyed  in  certain 
parts  of  the  motion.  The  greater  part  of  the  returns, 
he  observed,  were  already  on  the  table  of  the  house,  and 
the  rest  would  be  so  voluminous  that  their  preparation 
would  be  costly.  After  a  remark  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Vernon,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  H.  Baillie  called  attention  to  the  system  under 
which  the  Post-OJfice  is  administered,  and  moved  that 
the  orders  given  by  the  treasury  to  the  post-master- 
general  in  the  year  1848,  to  establish  a  post-office  com- 
munication at  the  expense  of  his  department  between 
the  islands  of  North  and  South  Uist,  Harris,  and  Barra, 
be  carried  into  effect  without  delay,  At  the  close  of  his 
speech  the  house  was  counted  out  at  a  few  minutes 
after  seven  o'clock. 

On  Wednesday,  April  25th,  the  question  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Marriage  Laio  Amendment  Bill 
gave  rise  to  a  debate  of  considerable  interest.  Mr. 
Walpole,  in  moving  to  defer  the  second  reading  for 
six  months,  observed  that  the  bill,  which  would 
materially  affect,  religiously,  morally,  and  socially, 
some  of  the  closest  relations  of  life,  proposed  to  introduce 
a  law  or  custom  entirely  new  to  this  country ;  and 
those  who  proposed  the  change  should  assign  strong, 
cogent,  and  irresistible  reasons  for  it.  Was  the  change 
really  called  for  ?  By  the  people  of  Scotland  (which 
was  excluded  from  the  bill)  it  was  regarded  with 
horror.  The  great  bulk  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
protestants  and  Roman  catholics,  disliked  such  marriages 
as  the  bill  would  legalise.  In  England  the  great  majority 
of  the  laity  and  clergy  thought  them  wrong,  and  11,000  of 
the  women  of  England  had  petitioned  against  a  change 
of  the  law.  The  reasons  alleged  for  it  might  be  classed, 
he  said,  under  two  heads  :  it  was  argued,  first,  that  the 
present  prohibition  imposed  an  undue  restraint  upon 
natural  sympathy  or  religious  freedom  ;  secondly,  that, 
by  the  continuance  of  the  law  as  it  stood, a  widower  was 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  providing  the  best 
guardian  for  his  orphan  family.  His  general  answers 
to  these  arguments  were — that  nothing  could  be  an 
undue  restraint  upon  religious  liberty  which  was  con- 
sistent with  the  feelings  of  moral  purity  or  the  injunctions 
of  religious  truth  ;  and  that,  agreeing  that  generally  the 
aunt  was  the  best  guardian  of  an  orphan  family,  it  was 
for  that  reason  he  would  not  turn  her  into  a  bad  step- 
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mother.  Mr.  Walpole  then  proceeded,  at  considerable 
length,  to  discuss  these  arguments  more  in  detail,  on 
both  grounds,  religious  and  social,  and,  in  conclusion, 
implored  the  house  to  reject  a  measure  that  would 
sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  many  to  the  wishes  of  a 
few,  and  lead  to  ulterior  consequences  at  which  its 
advocates,  if  they  could  perceive  them,  would  tremble. — 
The  Attorney-General,  after  stating  the  arguments 
on  both  sides,  upon  the  religious  point  insisted  that  the 
Levitical  law  contained  no  prohibition  of  these  marriages, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  conveyed  an  opposite  meaning ;  that 
that  law,  which  was  adapted  to  a  people  among  whom  the 
practice  of  polygamy  existed,  applied  to  a  time  when  the 
wife  was  living,  and  the  Hebrews  always  considered  these 
marriages  as  not  forbidden,  but  permitted  by  their  law. 
Looking  at  the  general  opinion  of  the  christian  world, 
he  found  it,  he  said,  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Levitical  law,  and,  in  this  state  of 
things,  instead  of  one  party  striving  to  impose  its  own 
-views  dogmatically  upon  others,  every  man  should  be 
left  to  the  exercise  of  his  own  conscience  in  such  a 
matter.  With  regard  to  the  social  evils  predicted  as  the 
result  of  this  change  of  the  law,  he  should  be  the  last 
man,  he  declared,  to  seek  such  a  change  if  he  believed 
it  would  produce  the  fatal  consequences  anticipated  by 
Mr.  Walpole  ;  but  his  own  theory  he  found  confirmed 
by  the  best  experience  throughout  the  civilised  world. 
Reversing  the  picture,  he  endeavoured  to  show  that, 
while  the  evils  apprehended  from  an  alteration  of  the 
law  were  imaginary,  the  disastrous  consequences  of 
maintaining  the  existing  prohibition  were  real,  and  he 
should  vote  for  its  repeal,  as  mischievous,  uncalled  for, 
and  tyrannical. — Mr.  Wiok.ah  observed  that,  whether 
the  interpretation  put  upon  the  Levitical  law  was 
correct  or  not,  the  existing  law  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
disturbed,  which  might  throw  the  law  of  marriage  into 
an  unsettled  state,  which  was  a  circumstance  of  great 
importance  to  the  general  morals  of  society. — Mr. 
Collier  remarked,  that  the  high  ground  upon  which 
this  change  of  the  law  had  been  originally  opposed, 
namely,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  law  of  God,  had 
been  evacuated  by  its  opponents,  who  now  sought  to 
throw  upon  the  advocates  of  the  bill  the  onus  of  making 
out  a  justification  of  the  change  it  proposed.  But  he 
maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  party  supporting 
a  prohibition  in  restraint  of  marriage  were  bound  to 
justify  it.  He  insisted  that  the  Scripture  did  not 
furnish  a  foundation  for  the  prohibition,  that  the  canon 
law  could  not  be  made  the  basis  of  our  legislation,  and 
that  the  social  considerations  put  forward  as  objections 
to  the  measure  were  matters  of  taste  and  sentiment.— 
Mr.  Napier  denied  that  the  religious  ground  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill ;  his  own 
opposition  was  founded  upon  a  conviction  that  the 
present  law  was  based  upon  the  law  of  God,  and  while 
he  would  not  assume  the  awful  responsibility  of  laying 
down  a  law  of  man  that  might  be  repugnant  to  the 
Divine  injunction,  he  would  not  incur  the  guilt  of 
perilling  social  blessings  now  enjoyed  by  degrading  our 
law  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  passions  of  a  few, 
and  not,  as  alleged,  the  interests  of  the  poor.  Mr. 
Napier  appealed  to  many  authorities,  lay  as  well  as 
ecclesiastical,  in  support  of  his  objection  upon  religious 
grounds,  to  a  change  of  the  law,  arguing  this  point 
at  much  length,  reinforcing  his  argument  by  an 
enumeration  of  the  evil  consequences  in  a  social  view 
which  would,  in  his  opinion,  follow  a  change  at  variance 
with  the  views  of  the  reformers  of  our  church. — Mr. 
Milnes  supported  the  bill,  believing,  he  said,  that  the 
moral  sense  of  the  people  demanded  such  an  alteration 
of  the  marriage  law.  There  was  the  strongest 
distinction,  he  observed,  between  upholding  the 
advisability  of  those  marriages  and  their  prohibition 
by  law.  He  warned  the  house  that,  before  long, 
there  would  be  an  immense  mass  of  property  de- 
pendent upon  contracts  of  marriage  which  the  law 
declared  illegal  and  public  opinion  regarded  as  legal. 
— Mr.  Seymer,  after  remarking  that  the  Attorney- 
General  in  supporting  this  bill,  appeared  as  an 
advocate  of  an  ex-post-facto  law,  legalising  acts  of 
perjury,  said,  of  all  the  shams  which  ever  came  before 
parliament  none  was  greater  than  the  plea  that  this  bill 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor ;  if  the  poor  were  the 


only  party  concerned,  he  believed  the  house  would  never 
have  heard  of  this  bill.  This  was  the  first  attempt,  he 
observed,  to  set  the  law  of  the  land  in  opposition  to  that 
of  the  church,  and  he  pointed  out  the  inconvenient  posi- 
tion in  which  the  bill  would  place  the  established  clergy, 
one  class  marrying  within  these  degrees  of  affinity,  and 
another  refusing  to  marry.  Having  reviewed  the  argu- 
ments urged  in  support  of  the  bill — contending  that  the 
balance  was  in  favour  of  the  present  law — he  com- 
mented upon  some  points  in  the  bill  itself,  dwelling 
upon  the  significant  exclusion  of  Scotland  from  its 
operation.— Mr.  T.  Chambers,  putting  out  of  con- 
sideration the  evils  attributed  to  the  existing  law  on  one 
side,  and  those  predicted  as  the  result  of  a  change  on 
the  other,  held  that  the  whole  question  should  be 
governed  by  the  religious  view  of  it — was  marriage 
within  these  degrees  prohibited  by  Scripture,  or  not  ? 
He  denied  that  these  marriages  were  forbidden  by  the 
18th  chapter  of  Leviticus,  which  Mr.  Napier  only  con- 
tended forbade  them  inferentially.  To  the  authorities 
cited  by  that  gentleman  he  opposed  the  testimony  of 
the  chief  rabbi  of  the  jews,  whence  it  appeared  that 
these  marriages  were  preferable  rather  than  otherwise. 
If,  as  he  maintained,  these  contracts  were  not  unlawful 
by  the  AVord  of  God,  then  let  every  man  act  upon  his  own 
conscience  in  the  matter. — Mr.  Whiteside,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Cnambers,  showed  that  the  traditional  law  of  the 
Jews  did  prohibit  the  marriage  with  two  sisters  in  suc- 
cession, and  he  cited  Philo-J udceus ,  who  stated  that,  by 
the  ancient  law  of  the  Jews,  a  man  could  not  marry  two 
sisters,  either  at  the  same  time  or  at  different  periods. 
He  strongly  opposed  the  bill,  which  could  never,  he 
said,  become  the  law  of  the  land.  The  debate  was 
adjourned  until  the  9th  of  May. 

On  Thursday,  April  26,  Lord  Palmerson  stated  that 
huts  for  10,000  men  would  be  erected  at  Aldershott.  In 
the  camp  to  be  formed  there  would  be  included  twenty 
regiments  of  militia,  a  few  troops  of  the  line,  three  bat- 
talions of  field  artillery,  and  some  troops  of  cavalry,  but 
no  yeomanry. 

A  series  of  questions  respecting  the  telegraph  between 
England  and  the  cani;j  before  Sebastopol  elicited  state- 
ments from  Lord  Palmerston  and  Sir  C.  Wood  to  the 
effect  that  the  telegraphic  communication,  although  not 
quite  perfect,  was  sufficiently  advanced  to  transmit  mes- 
sages between  London  and  the  Crimea  in  twenty-four 
hours.  Two  messages  had  been  received  during  the 
course  of  that  and  the  preceding  day,  but  they  contained 
no  information  respecting  the  progress  of  the  siege.  The 
naval  and  military  commanders-in-chief  were  to  be 
instructed  to  forward  communications  on  that  subject 
from  day  to  day. 

A  series  of  bills,  involving  the  several  propositions 
comprised  in  the  recent  financial  statement  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  were  then  successively  brought 
forward  for  second  reading.  Some  miscellaneous  com- 
ments were  offered  upon  the  details  of  each  bill  as  it 
was  presented,  but  ultimately  the  whole  series  were  read 
a  second  time,  one  after  the  other,  without  serious 
opposition. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

Hov.se  of  Lords.—  Thursday.  March  29.— Intramural  Burials 
(Ireland)'  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Court  of  Chancery  Bill  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

30th.— Ecclesiastical  Courts  Bill  committed.  Charitable 
Trusts  Bill  read  a  first  time.  University  of  Cambridge  Bill 
read  a  first  time.     House  adjourned  to  16th  of  April. 

Monday,  April  16th.— Charitable  Trusts  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

17th. — Cambridge  University  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

20th. — Sardinian  Convention  Bill  read  a  secoud  time. 

23rd. — Sardinian  Convention  Bill  passed  through  Committee. 

2ith. — Cambridge  University  Bill  passed  through  Com- 
mittee. 

House  of  Commons—  Thursday,  March  29th. — Church  Rates 
Bill  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time.  Free  Schools  Bill  read 
a  first  time.  Parliamentary  Representation  (Scotland)  Bill 
read  a  first  tune. 

30th.— Testamentary  Jurisdiction  Bill  read  a  first  time. 
House  adjourned  to  10th  of  April. 

Monday,  April  10th. — Metropolis  Local  Management  Bill 
read  a  second  time.  Supply,  Civil  Estimates.  Public  Libraries 
aud  Museums  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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17th. — Medical  Departments,  Colonel  Boldero's  motion 
negatived.  Sunday  Trading  Bill  read  a  first  time.  Sardinian 
Convention  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

ISth. — Intestacy  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Sea 
Coast  Fisheries  (Ireland),  Mr.  Mcllahon's  Bill  rejected.  In- 
land Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill  withdrawn. 

20th.— The  Budget.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  Fi- 
nancial Statement.     Intestacy  (Scotland)  Bill  committed. 

23rd. — Committee  oi' Ways  and  Means  Report  brought  up. 
and  Resolutions  agreed  to.  Newspaper  Stamp  Bill  considered 
in  Committee.  Roebuck's  Committee,  Captain  Gladstone 
nominated  a  Member  in  room  of  Mr.  Ball. 

24th. — National  Education,  Mr.  Heywood's  Resolution 
debated  and  withdrawn.  Charity  Commission,  Mr.  Pellatt's 
motion  withdrawn.  Post  Office  Communication  in  the  Islands 
of  Scotland,  Mr.  H.  Baillie's  motion,  House  counted  out. 

25th. — Marriage  Law  Amendment  Bill,  debate  on  second 
reading  begun  and  adjourned  to  9th  'of  May.  Affirmations 
(Scotland)  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


The  select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
State  of  the  Army  before  Sebastapol  resumed  its  sittings 
on  the  1 7th  inst.  All  the  members  were  present,  except 
Mr.  John  Ball,  the  newly-appointed  under-secretary  for 
the  colonies.  Mr.  Maxwell,  one  of  the  commissioners 
sent  out  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  was  recalled.  From 
his  statements  it  would  seem  that  the  commissioners 
had  left  England  without  written  instructions  from  the 
late  minister  of  war,  who  assured  Mr.  Maxwell  that  his 
instructions  should  follow.  When  they  arrived  at  the 
camp,  some  difficulties  arose  in  consequence  of  the 
breach  of  military  etiquette  on  their  part,  in  neglecting 
to  report  their  arrival  and  authority  to  Lord  Raglan. 
The  consequence  was,  that  orders  were  issued  from 
head-quarters,  reproving  the  commissioners  for  putting 
questions  to  the  surgeons :  but  this  difficulty  was 
obviated  when  Lord  Raglan  learnt  the  authority  of  the 
commission.  Mr.  Maxwell  was  only  partially  examined, 
as  the  committee  decided  that  they  should  be  better 
able  to  continue  his  examination  when  they  had  the 
terms  of  his  commission  and  report  before  them. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Horsford,  commanding  the  first 
battalion  of  the  rifle  brigade,  gave  evidence  to  the  effect 
that  his  battalion  had  suffered  severely  from  cholera 
and  the  climate,  when  he  left  the  Crimea,  at  the  end  of 
January ;  having  been  reduced  from  960  men  to  180 
men.  He  held  that  there  had  been  no  suffering  in  the 
field  until  the  bad  weather  set  in  and  the  climate  told 
against  them  :  when  the  bad  weather  set  in  it  was 
impossible  to  get  up  the  stores,  and  the  officers'  horses 
were  used  as  transport :  the  men  suffered  from  hard 
work,  exposure,  and  insufficient  clothing.  The  fourth 
division,  to  which  he  was  attached,  being  the  last 
organised,  had  no  bit-horses  granted  to  it,  and  was 
without  means  of  transport. 

Sir  Charles  Trevelyan,  assistant  secretary  to  the 
Treasury  since  1S40,  having  until  recently  the  superin-. 
tendence  of  the  commissariat  department,  was  examined 
on  the  17th  and  18th.  The  following  are  the  principal 
points  of  his  evidence.  It  was  on  the  9th  February, 
1854,  that  directions  were  first  given  to  provide  for  the 
expeditionary  force  about  to  be  sent  to  Malta ;  and  on 
the  17th,  Mr.  Filder — not  as  recommended  by  seniority, 
but  as  the  best  officer  for  the  purpose,  a  man  of  tried 
and  proved  abilities — was  appointed  commissary-general. 
He  reported  that  a  staff  of  forty  officers  would  be  suffi- 
cient. Mr.  Smith,  commissariat-officer  at  Corfu,  received 
orders  to  proceed  to  Constantinople,  obtain  information 
as  to  the  resources  of  the  country,  take  measures  in 
concert  with  Mr.  Calvert  to  receive  the  troops  as  they 
landed  at  Gallipoli,  and-  make  further  provision  for  their 
reception  at  Scutari.  These  services  he  performed :  and 
when  Mr.  Filder  arrived  at  Constantinople,  he  found 
that  the  troops  were  well  supplied.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival,  the  forces  were  increased  ;  Mr.  Filder  increased 
the  number  of  his  staff  and  subordinates ;  took  instant 
measures  to  get  together  the  means  of  land-transport : 
2000  arabas,  with  their  animals,  and  5000  mules,  were 
required  for  25,000  men,  a  force  that  Mr.  Filder  deemed 
sufficient.  Although  not  complete,  there  were  means 
of  transport  at  the  end  of  July  forrations  for25,000men 
for  thirteen  clays.  Mr.  Filder,  in  writing  home,  never 
said  in  so  many  words  that  he  had  enough  means  of 
transport  to  move  the  army  from  Varna  ;  but  he  never 
said  anything  to  the  coutrary,  and  he  had  made  large 


provision.  Sir  Charles  was  closely  pressed  on  this 
point  ;  and  the  provision  made  by  Mr.  Filder  was 
compared  with  rules  set  down  in  books  treating  of  the 
subject,  from  which  it  appeared  that  24,000  animals 
would  be  required  for  53,000  men.  Mr.  Filder's 
estimate  of  3000  arabas  and  5600  pack-animals  for 
25,000  men  seemed  to  the  committee  inconsistent  with 
the  above  estimate:  but  it  was  explained,  that  3000 
arabas  are  equal  to  9000  pack-animals,  which,  plus 
5600,  give  a  force  equal  to  14,600  pack-animals.  In 
Bulgaria,  Mr.  Filder  never  had  fewer  than  1000  arabas. 
When  he  landed  in  the  Crimea,  Mr.  Filder  had  1203 
animals  for  the  reserve  ammunition,  842  baggage-animals, 
134  for  carrying  water,  98  for  sundry  services,  and  70 
carts.  When  he  had  been  there  a  little  more  than  a 
fortnight,  he  had  imported  216  carts  and  mules,  193 
waggons  of  the  country,  and  206  pack-animals  ;  making 
a  total  means  of  conveyance  for  317,900  pounds  daily — 
more  than  the  army  then  required.  The  animals  left 
at  Varna  were  "  to  spare,"  and  were  sent  to  Constan- 
tinople early  in  October.  To  illustrate  the  nature  of 
the  march  from  Old  Fort  to  Balaklava,  Sir  Charles 
said,  that  "  regularly  as  the  ammunition-animals  broke 
down,  Lord  Raglan  ordered  the  contents  of  the  commis- 
sariat-carts to  be  turned  out  and  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Cossacks,  while  the  carts  were  loaded  with  ammunition." 
When  Mr.  Filder  saw  the  result  of  the  first  day's  fire, 
he  began  to  be  seriously  alarmed.  He  pressed  Lord 
Raglan  for  orders  to  lay  in  supplies  and  form  depots ; 
but  could  get  no  precise  directions.  On  the  8th  Novem- 
ber, when  informed  that  the  army  would  winter  in  the 
Crimea,  he  had  already  written  for  additional  supplies 
— 1,250,000  pounds  of  biscuit  per  month,  salt  meat, 
40,000  gallons  of  rum,  and  40,000  pounds  of  forage  per 
fortnight.  These  things  the  treasury  requested  the 
admiralty  to  forward.  Whether  they  were  forwarded 
or  not,  Sir  Charles  could  not  positively  say  ;  it  had 
been  assumed  that  they  were  ;  if  the  ships  had  not 
arrived  the  treasury  would  have  heard.  On  the  13th 
November  Mr.  Filder  wrote  home  expressing  his 
apprehensions  respecting  the  feeding  of  the  army,  as  the 
roads  were  likely  to  break  up  ;  and  he  drew  the  attention 
of  the  quarter-master  to  the  state  of  the  road.  He  said 
he  had  plenty  of  food  and  plenty  of  transport,  but  feared 
for  the  road.  After  the  battles  of  Balaklava  and 
Inkerman,  and  the  hurricane  of  the  14th  November, 
the  period  of  disaster  began.  By  the  breaking  up  of 
the  road  rendering  carts  useless,  "  the  transport  power 
was  actually  reduced  to  one-sixth"  of  what  it  had  been. 
The  animals  died,  and  the  drivers  "  disappeared."  The 
hardships  affected  alike  the  small  horses  of  the  country 
and  the  finest  mules  from  Spain.  Mr.  Filder  wrote 
home  for  350  drivers ;  and  these,  with  270  waggons  and 
carts  and  harness,  were  raised  and  sent  out  in  a  short 
time.  The  animals  that  had  died  were  after  much 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  sea  transport  service,  supplied 
by  fresh  horses  drawn  from  Constantinople,  and  Turkish 
porters  engaged  at  the  same  place.  The  delays  at 
Constantinople  were  so  great  that  Lord  Raglan  wrote  a 
"courteous  letter"  to  Admiral  Boxer,  reminding  him 
how  much  depended  on  forwarding  horses,  forage,  and 
stores.  Throughout  this  period,  one  great  link  in  the 
chain  of  difficulties  was  the  break  in  the  sea  route 
between  Constantinople  and  Balaklava.  Admiral  Boxer 
was  a  zealous  officer,  but  he  had  not  administrative 
powers  sufficiently  high  for  the  situation.  Down  to  as 
late  as  the  16th  January  there  would  seem  to  have  been 
deficient  transport  ;  mainly  in  consequence  of  the 
practice  of  horse-stealing,  so  common  in  the  camp ; 
which,  again,  arose  from  the  total  unfitness  of  the  idle 
Turks  to  act  as  muleteers.  Mr.  Filder  fully  described 
to  Lord  Raglan  the  state  of  the  road  and  the  necessity 
of  mending  it,  or  the  service  of  supplying  the  army 
must  come  to  a  stand.  He  also  pointed  out  the  evils 
arising  from  the  want  of  magazines  at  Balaklava,  and 
the  delays  and  confusion  it  caused  in  the  issue  of 
supplies. — Touching  other  points  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan 
made  some  statements.  Inquiries  were  made  early  in 
the  year  respecting  supplies  of  vegetables  ;  and  succes- 
sive cargoes  of  potatoes  and  large  quantities  of  rice 
were  forwarded.  Mr.  Filder  was  instructed  to  get 
forage  on  the  Black  Sea ;  but  he  failed  as  far  as  hay 
I  was  concerned :  chopped  straw  abounded,  but  some  of 
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the  cavalry  and  artillery  officers  objected  to  it  ;  'and 
large  contracts  for  hay  were  made  in  England.  One 
of  their  greatest  difficulties  arose  from  the  want  of 
depots  and  magazines.  Hulks  might  have  been  used, 
but  they  were  not  thought  of  out  there;  or  some  of  the 
houses  at  Balaklava  might  have  been  told  off.  Sir 
Charles  held  that  the  commissariat  was  not  to  blame 
for  the  unroasted  coffee,  as  the  officers  themselves 
recommended  that  it  should  be  issued  unroasted.  With 
regard  to  the  porter,  it  was  found  too  bulky  to  be 
supplied  to  the  troops  when  they  were  not  accessible 
by  water-carriage  ;  and  before  the  army  left  Varna  the 
supply  had  been  discontinued  by  Lord  Raglan,  for 
sanitary  reasons.  —  At  the  close  of  his  evidence,  Sir 
Charles  Trevelyan  stated  that  he  had  improved  the  old 
commissariat  system,  especially  in  the  choice  of  tried 
clerks ;  but  he  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  we 
should  adopt  the  French  system,  and  consolidate  the 
different  branches  of  our  system  on  the  model  of  the 
French  "  intendance." 

Sir  Charles  Trevelyan's  examination  was  continued 
on  the  20th,  when  he  went  into  further  details  respect- 
ing the  causes  which  had  produced  disasters.  They 
were,  in  his  opinion,  the  following: — First,  the  omis- 
sion to  make  a  main  road  from  the  camp  to  the  base  of 
operations  at  Balaklava.  This  duty,  according  to  the 
Queen's  regulations,  ought  to  have  been  performed  by 
the  quartermaster-general.  Secondly,  the  absence  of  a 
road  along  the  borders  of  the  harbour  of  Balaklava.  This 
duty  also  devolved  on  the  quartermaster-general. 
Thirdly,  the  absence  of  commissariat-magazines  on  the 
shore  at  Balaklava ;  which  it  was  also  the  business  of 
the  quartermaster-general  to  provide.  Fourthly,  the 
want  of  proper  organisation  of  the  transports  and  other 
vessels  in  that  harbour,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  the 
Prince  and  other  ships.  For  this  the  naval  authorities 
were  responsible.  Fifthly,  the  want  of  proper  arrange- 
ments for  the  transport  service  at  Constantinople  and  in 
the  Black  Sea  ;  for  [which  Admiral  Boxer  was  respon- 
sible. Sixthly,  the  passing  suddenly,  without  proper 
preparation,  from  a  summer  to  a  winter  campaign.  For 
this  likewise  the  quartermaster-general  was  responsible. 
That  officer  ought  also  to  have  provided  warm  clothing 
a:id  huts  for  the  troops.  Seventhly,  the  vast  amount 
of  articles  which  had  to  be  carried  up  to  the  front  in  the 
disastrous  and  broken-down  state  of  affairs. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle's  examination  commenced  on 
the  23rd.  It  was  protracted  to  a  great  length,  and  em- 
braced a  vast  variety  of  particulars.  It  first  related  to  his 
powers  and  responsibilities  as  war  minister.  The  general 
direction  of  the  war  was  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary- 
for-war.  The  duties  of  the  commander-in-chief  applied 
more  especially  to  the  discipline  of  the  army.  In  that 
the  secretary  for  war  never  interfered.  The  secretary- 
at-war  had  the  administration  of  the  finance  depart- 
ment of  the  army.  Occupying  the  official  position  of 
secretary-at-war  and  for  the  colonics,  it  was  his  duty  to 
give  directions  for  the  movement  of  troops  to  the 
Mediterranean.  As  regarded  the  movement  of  cavalry 
and  infantry,  he  communicated  with  the  commander-in- 
chief.  As  regarded  the  movement  of  the  artillery,  the 
ambulance  corps,  and  the  sappers  and  miners,  he 
communicated  with  the  master-general  of  the  ordnance. 
He  also  communicated  with  the  treasury  as  to  the  com- 
missariat. His  communications  with  reference  to  the 
medical  department,  were  generally  conducted  through 
the  ;'  secretary-at-war.  The  names  "of  the  officers 
appointed  to  command  were  submitted  to  the  Queen  by 
the  commander-in-chief  generally  after  fconsultation 
with  the  administration,  but  there  were  exceptions,  Lord 
Lucan,  and  Brigadiers  Torrens  and  Golding  were 
appointed  without  communication  to  the  government, 
through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  Lord  Hardinge  ; 
and  no  official  notice  was  taken  of  this  circumstance. 
As  regarded  the  commissariat,  his  grace  said  that  having 
explained  to  those  who  had  the  management  of  that 
department  what  the  duties  were  to  be  performed,  and 
the  amount  of  troops  to  be  supplied,  he  expected  them 
to  carry  out  the  requisite  arrangements  for  supplying 
the  amount  of  provisions  and  transports.  As  regarded 
the  stores,  he  looked  in  the  same  way  to  the  master- 
general  of  the  ordnance,  and  to  the  board  of  ordnan^'  | 
for   the  supply   of  stores  ;   but,  at  the  same  t»r*»  fte  ' 


did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  by  any  means  divested 
himself  of  all  care  on  these  matters ;  for,  with  the 
exception  of  supplies  to  the  commissariat  — that  being 
an  independent  department,  he  did  not  interfere 
with  it  to  the  same  extent  that  he  did  with  others — 
he  took  constant  opportunities  of  inquiring  into  the 
amount  of  stores  ordered  by  each  different  department, 
and  occasions  arose  frequently  in  which  he  ordered  the 
quantities  supplied  to  he  even  doubled  in  their  amount. 
The  medical  department  also  came  under  his  notice,  and 
his  attention  was  drawn  to  the  number  of  medical 
officers  to  be  supplied  to  the  army,  within  a  few  days 
after  the  expedition  was  first  determined  on,  by  an 
important  letter  from  Dr.  Guthrie  published  in  the 
Times.  The  duke  then  went  into  long  and  minute 
details  of  his  correspondence  and  communications  with 
the  heads  of  the  various  departments  on  the  subject  of 
supplies  to  the  army,  as  soon  as  he  was  informed  that 
such  supplies  were  necessary. 

On  the  21th  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  examination 
was  resumed.  He  said  that  he  felt  considerable  dif- 
ficulties in  transacting  business,  from  the  forms  of 
some  of  the  subordinate  departments,  though  he 
superseded  these  forms  in  numerous  instances.  To 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  these  forms  still  exist, 
at  least  he  does  not  know  of  any  alteration  being 
made  in  them.  The  duke  was  then  questioned 
at  great  length  touching  the  various  kinds  and 
degrees  of  responsibility  which  attached  to  himself 
as  secretary-of-war,  the  commander-in-chief,  and  Lord 
Raglan.  The  next  topic  was  the  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  troops.  In  regard  to  the  abominable  condition 
of  the  hospital  at  Scutari,  he  considered  that  the  "  autho- 
rities on  the  spot,"  those  who  had  charge  of  the  hospital, 
were  responsible.  "  I  agree  with  Dr.  Smith  (said  the 
duke)  that  the  army  medical  board  is  in  no  degree 
satisfactorily  constituted,  and  perhaps  it  requires  as 
much  change  as  any  of  the  military  departments.  I  do 
not  think  Dr.  Smith  was  without  any  power  that  the 
war-office  could  give  him.  I  considered  myself  respon- 
sible for  everything.  .The  public  threw  an  unbounded 
responsibility  on  me,  and  every  public  servant  is  respon- 
sible for  what  he  does,  but  I  do  not  think  that  Dr. 
Smith  could  be  held  responsible  for  the  many  evils,  if 
properly  proved,  that  occurred  at  Scutari."  He  (the 
duke)  could  only  say  he  hardly  received  from  two  per- 
sons the  same  opinions  as  to  the  origin  of  those  evils. 
No  doubt  the  appointment  of  the  various  officers  was 
unfortunate,  and  he  thought  the  blame  of  the  state  of 
things  at  Scutari  attached  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to 
all  connected  with  the  hospital.  The  duke  then  went 
into  many  particulars  respecting'  the  commissariat,  the 
transport  service,  and  the  medical  department.  He 
concluded  by  saying  that  he  did  not  consider  there  was 
a  want  of  power  in  the  secretary-for-war  so  much  as  the 
want  of  means.  In  short,  the  tools  with  which  he  had 
to  work  were  something  like  the  intrenching  tools,  not 
of  the  very  best  quality.  He  had  been  hampered  by 
his  subordinates.  "I  am  bound  to  say,  however  (he 
added),  that  everybody  under  me  evinced  the  greatest 
coj-diality  towards  me,  and  made  the  greatest  efforts  to 
do  their  duty.  I  do  not  attach  blame  to  any  individual, 
but  I  think  the  system  is  bad.  I  am  satisfied  that 
everybody  under  me  did  the  very  best  in  his  power." 

Th3  Duke  of  Newcastle's  examination  terminated  on 
Wednesday  the  25th.  A  great  part  of  it  consisted  of 
explanations  and  amplifications  of  his  previous  state- 
ments. The  following  were  among  the  most  remarkable 
passages.  On  the  subject  of  providing  for  the  army 
wintering  in  the  Crimea,  the  duke  said  that  it  was 
impossible  to  have  any  fixed  idea  as  to  the  arrangements 
necessary  for  the  wintering  of  the  army  in  the  Crimea, 
so  long  as  the  result  of  the  siege  of  Sebastopol  was 
unknown  ;  but  admirable  winter  quarters,  Sebastopol 
being  taken,  might  have  been  had  in  the  south  of  the 
Crimea,  or  the  Bosphorus,  and  he  provided  for  botjj 
contingencies.— -The  chairman  :  Howu|y1rv£ga*;_l'j>jle 
for  the  contingency  tfjjftJgfiSoJd  that  contingency 
duke:  Iftheyhadde-d  for  itgelf__The  chairman:  Did 
wou  f.ovide  for  the  contingency  of  not  taking  Sebas- 
Jjpol  ?  I  cannot  say.  — -  The  chairman  :  Because  that 
contingency    has  happened.— (A    laugh.)— The  duke: 
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But  that  is  not  the  contingency  I  allude  to.  From  the 
moment  I  apprehended  a  winter  campaign  in  the 
Crimea  was  inevitable,  from  that  moment  I  made 
provision  for  the  supply  of  warm  clothing  and  other 
things.  He  (the  duke)  was  not  aware  that  the  efficiency 
of  the  service  was  impaired  by  any  forms  or  vouchers 
required  in  communications  with  Lord  Raglan.  Great 
complaints  were  made  as  to  those  connected  with  the 
commissariat,  and  he  appointed  two  officers  to  prepare 
new  forms  of  a  less  complicated  character  than  those 
that  went  out  with  the  army.  He  thought  the  present 
system  of  audit,  without  reference  to  expenditure,  was 
necessary,  as  calculated  to  check  dishonesty.  There 
were  inconveniencies  attaching  to  them,  but  he  was 
afraid  that  if  they  were  removed  great  abuses  would  be 
introduced,  and  that  the  public  would  be  at  the  mercy 
of  dishonest  servants.  The  maps  of  operation  sent  from 
the  Crimea  were  not  so  good  as  those  drawn  by  the 
French  engineers ;  not  for  want  of  good  men  in  the 
British  engineering  corps,  which  contained  some  of  the 
first  in  the  world  ;  but  the  fact  was,  the  maps  were  not 
well  done ;  not  because  he  supposed  the  government 
had  expended  a  large  sum  in  mapping  during  peace. 
The  circumstance  was  to  be  debited  to  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  but  it  was  only  fair  to  say  that  the  engi- 
neering officers  were  fully  absorbed  in  the  operations  of 
the  siege;  and  that  it  did  not  arise  from  any  deficiency 
of  talent  in  the  corps.  He  (the  duke)  had  recommended 
that  the  appointment  of  legal  adviser  to  the  ordnance 
should  not  be  filled  up  ;  but  subsequently  he  found  it 
necessary  to  withdraw  the  recommendation.  He  was 
not  aware  whether  Lord  Raglan  sent  an  officer  to  Lord 
Stratford  to  make  arrangements  with  reference  to 
supplies  for  the  army  ;  but  Lord  Raglan  communicated 
with  Lord  Stratford  on  all  requisite  occasions.  All 
requisite  steps  were  taken  by  means  of  recruiting 
and  reserve,  to  maintain  the  army  in  effective  strength, 
under  reduction  by  loss  in  battle  and  disease.  — 
Being  examined  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  members 
of  the  cab.net  had  attended  to  their  duties,  the  duke 
said  :  There  was  no  meeting  of  the  cabinet  in  August, 
after  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  or  in  September, 
although  that  was  an  exceedingly  important  period  of 
the  campaign.  There  were  one  or  two  individual 
members  of  the  cabinet  absent  from  London  during  the 
whole  of  that  period ;  but  he  thought  it  was  unfair  to 
ask  him  who  they  were.  Besides,  if  he  endeavoured 
from  his  imperfect  recollection  to  state  exactly  which  of 
the  cabinet  ministers  were  absent  from  London  during 
that  period,  he  might  run  the  risk  of  doing  injustice  to 
individuals.  He  himself  never  left  his  post  in  London, 
except  for  a  very  short  time,  when  he  was  called  on  to 
attend  Prince  Albert  to  the  camp  at  Boulogne.  It 
would  have  been  no  doubt  more  agreeable  to  himself  if 
the  whole  of  the  cabinet  ministers  had  been  in  London 
during  that  time,  and  it  would  also  have  relieved  him 
of  some  personal  responsibility  which  otherwise  attached 
to  him.  He  believed  Sir  James  Graham  remained  at 
the  Admiralty  during  the  whole  of  the  time  in  question, 
except  when  he  was  visiting  the  outports,  or  when  he 
was  in  attendance  on  the  Queen  at  Balmoral.  He 
necessarily  undertook,  on  his  own  personal  responsibility, 
several  measures  in  reference  to  the  campaign,  when 
his  colleagues  in  the  cabinet  were  out  of  town.  Had  the 
events  of  the  campaign,  however,  taken  such  a  turn  as 
to  make  it  necessary  to  change  the  whole  character  of 
the  campaign,  or  to  take  any  other  important  step,  he 
should,  of  course,  have  summoned  the  whole  of  his 
colleagues  to  town  by  telegraph.  In  regard  to  appoint- 
ments in  the  army  in  the  Crimea,  the  duke  said  that 
he  had  never  made  any  official  remonstrances  to  Lord 
Hardinge  on  this  sxibject,  but  he  had  expressed  his 
opinion  privately  and  verbally  to  his  lordship  on  some 
of  those  appointments.  Most  certainly  no  suggestion 
was  made  by  him  to  Lord  Hardinge  in  reference  to  any 
n~"ointment,  which  was  not  acted  upon.     He  would 

as  secretary  ^w^fflt!^'  "  ,hi°  "W" *™ 
to,  he  should  have  resigned  hUom,nme(^td>'.attcn,1('11 
that  the  whole  staff  system  of  the  arm/lr!  gK?*n  "aS 
was  erroneous.  His  belief  was  that  we  ought  tolia*.  r{ 
staff  of  the  army  something  like  that  of  the  continental 
armies  ;  without  that  the  evils  of  the   existing  system 


would  never  be  removed.  He  stated  to  Lord  Hardinge 
at  the  time  that  he  had  omitted  to  consult  him  before 
appointing  Lord  Lucan  to  the  command  of  the  cavalry 
brigade,  but  not  in  the  way  of  remonstrance,  that  having 
been  done  inadvertently.  The  duke  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing his  belief  that  considerable  advantage  would  be 
obtained  by  an  examination  of  the  French  military 
system,  and  from  the  assimilation  of  our  own  to  it  as 
much  as  possible.  Some  time  ago,  with  that  view,  he 
appointed  a  commission,  composed  of  three  officers,  to 
make  inquiries  into  the  subject  upon  the  spot,  and  he 
believed  those  gentlemen  had  made  their  report  to  his 
successor  in  office,  Lord  Panmure. 

On  Thursday,  April  26th,  a  considerable  part  of  the 
sitting  was  occupied  in  hearing  explanations  from  Mr. 
Potter,  of  the  firm  of  Potter  &  Price,  relative  to  the 
huts  supplied  to  the  army.  Commissary-general  Smith 
was  then  examined,  regarding  the  transactions  connected 
with  his  department. 


The  Bedim  of  the  Quarter' 's  Revenue  was  published 
on  the  31st  of  March,  five  days  earlier  than  heretofore. 
By  the  act  of  last  session  the  quarters  are  now  to  end 
March  31,  June  30,  September  30,  and  December  31. 
As  this  is  the  first  quarter  in  which  the  new  arrange- 
ment has  been  carried  out,  it  is  five  days  short  of  the 
usual  period,  and,  to  prevent  any  erroneous  inferences, 
a  proportionate  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  corre- 
sponding quarter  of  last  year.  Till  this  arrangement 
was  made,  the  year  in  the  revenue  table  was  always  five 
days  behind  that  in  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure. 
They  are  now  brought  together,  and  the  treasury  re- 
ceives and  pays  money  for  the  same  years  and  quarters 
— that  is,  beginning  and  ending  the  very  same  days. 
The  net  increase  on  the  quarter  ending  March  31  is  no 
less  than  4.384,308/.  ;  that  on  the  year  ending  the  same 
day  is  6.312,624/.  The  increase  in  the  quarter's  Customs 
is  221.060/.,  arising  upon  sugar  and  tea.  In  the  whole 
year  the  increase  is  295,725/.,  and  arises  upon  sugar  and 
tobacco;  the  receipts  upon  corn,  tea,  wine,  and  some 
other  articles,  having  somewhat  diminished.  In  the 
Excise  of  the  quarter  the  increase  is  211,284/.,  caused 
chiefly  by  malt.  In  the  whole  twelvemonth  the  increase 
of  the  Excise  is  1,077,578/.,  that  on  malt  being,  as  we 
are  informed,  820,000/.  ;  that  on  spirits,  420,000/. ;  and 
that  on  licenses,  70,000/. ;  so  that,  but  for  a  decrease  in 
hops  and  soap,  the  increase  would  have  been  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  more.  The  Stamps  of  the 
quarter  and  of  the  year  exhibit  severally  the  increase  of 
54,944/.  and  176,131/.,  arising  from  the  duties  on  legacies, 
successions,  newspapers,  and  fire  insurances.  In  the 
Land  and  Assessed  Taxes  of  the  quarter  there  is  an  in- 
crease to  the  amount  of  95,595/.,  while  on  the  year  there 
is  more  than  that  amount  of  decrease.  It  appears  that 
the  collection  of  these  taxes  has  been  rather  slack  latterly, 
and  it  was  only  during  the  last,  quarter  that  it  became 
more  prompt.  The  most  important  figure  in  the  table 
is  3.798,612/.,  which  appears  as  the  increase  in  the  Pro- 
perty and  Income  Tax  of  the  quarter,  the  increase  in 
the  year  being  5,137,334/.  This  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
double  income  tax,  but  it  is  said  some  part  of  the  increase 
may  be  referred  to  the  circumstance  that  there  was  un- 
usual delay  in  the  assessments  of  the  last  year,  1853-4, 
so  that  the  present  year  has  the  benefit  of  considerable 
arrears.  In  the  Post-office  there  appears  to  be  a  regular 
increase,  observing  the  same  proportions  in  the  quarter 
and  in  the  year,  being  46,000/.  in  the  one,  and  230,000/. 
in  the  other.  The  receipts  from  the  Crown  Lauds  are 
less  by  123,316/.  this  year  than  last,  owing  to  inevitable 
fluctuations  in  this  department.  The  general  improve- 
ment more  than  equals  the  expectations  on  which  the 
late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  founded  his  budget. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

At  Marylebone  police-office,  on  the  27th  ult,  Mrs. 
Mary  Ramsbotham,  wife  of  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  the 
eminent  physician,  was  charged  with  Stcanncj  four 
'-'"-Vic  handkerchiefs.  It  was  stated  that  she  went  to 
the  shop ^f  ]yjr  jvioule,  a  draper  in  Baker-street;  while 
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the  shopman  who  was  attending  on  hex  went  to  another 
part  of  the  premises,  she  was  seen  to  take  four  hand- 
kerchiefs and  put  them  into  her  pocket.      When  she 
left  the  shop  she  was  followed  ;  she  entered  a  stationer's 
shop  ;  as  she  left  it,. one  of  Mr.  Moule's  people  spoke  to 
her.     She  at  first   denied   that  she   had   been  at  Mr. 
Moule's  ;  then  admitted  that  she  had,  and  volunteered 
the  statement  that  she  had  got  "  the  handkerchiefs  "  in 
her  pocket.     She  was  taken  to  Mr.  Moule's,  when  she 
produced   the   handkerchiefs,    saying,    "  I  merely  took 
them  for  the  purpose  of  showing  them  to  my  sister,  and 
if  she  had  not  approved  of  them  I  should  have  returned 
them."     She  hoped  Mr.  Monle  would  "look  over  this:" 
when  he  said  he  could  not,  she  exclaimed,  "  Do  as  you 
like  !  "      She   was   much   excited   and   confused.     Mr. 
Broughton  said  he  must  remand  Mrs.  Ramsbotham,  as 
the  shopman  who  had  served  her  was  not  in  attendance: 
he  refused  to  take  bail ;  and  said,  if  he  should  eventually 
consent  after  the  second  examination,  he  would  require 
two  sureties  in  1000Z.  each.     On  the  30th,  on  the  produc- 
tion of  a  medical  certificate  to  the  effect  that  her  reason 
would  be  endangered  by  confinement,  she  was  liberated 
on  bail.     On  the  2nd  inst.,  she  was  brought  up  for  re- 
examination.    No  new  facts  were  elicited,  and  she  was 
committed  for  trial ;    bail  being   taken,   as  before,    for 
2000/.     The  trial  came  on  at  the  Middlesex  sessions,  on 
the  11th  inst.     The  grand  jury  had  found  a  bill  for  two 
larcenies;  one,  on  the  loth  March,  of  two  sleeves;  the 
other,  on  the  27th,  of  four  handkerchiefs.     Mr.  Bodkin 
appeared  for  Mr.  Moule,  the  prosecutor.     It  appeared 
that  Mrs.    Ramsbotham   was   observed   to   secrete   the 
sleeves  on  the  loth  March ;  Mr.  Moule  was  not  at  home 
that  day,  and  no  proceedings  were  taken ;  when  Mrs. 
Ramsbotham  visited  the  shop  a  second  time  she  was 
watched  and  detected.     After  Mrs.  Ramsbotham  was  in 
custody,  she  admitted  that  she  had  taken  the  sleeves  as 
well  as  the  handkerchiefs.     The  evidence,  in  a  great 
degree  similar  to  that  given  at  the  police-court,  proved 
that  Mrs.  Ramsbotham  took  the  goods.     Mr.  Ballantine, 
for  the   defence,  made  no  attempt  to  rebut  the  facts  of 
the  case  ;  but  he  asked  the  jury  to  acquit  on  the  ground 
that  there   was  no  felonious  intent.     He  dwelt  on  ihe 
improbability  of  a  lady  like  Mrs.  Ramsbotham   really 
intending  to  rob  a   shopkeeper, — perilling   reputation, 
happiness,  health,  and  life,  and  exposing  her  children 
and  husband  to  the  most  poignant  sufferings,  for  the 
sake  of  a  few  shillings.     He  impugned  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Moule :  after  the  lady  had  taken  the  sleeves  he  did 
not  communicate  with  her  husband,  but  "  laid  a  trap  " 
for  her.     Did  he  not  know  that  many  ladies  have  a 
"  mania  "  to  commit  these  acts  ?     Women  have  morbid 
delusions  at  certain  times — as  during   pregnancy,  and 
when    a     great    constitutional     change    occurs :    Mrs. 
Ramsbotham  had  arrived  at  the  latter  crisis.  A  number 
of  clergymen,  gentlemen,  ladies,  and  tradesmen,  were 
called,  who  testified  to  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the 
prisoner  during  the  long  period  they  had  known  her. 
The   assistant  judge   summed    up    favourably    to    the 
prisoner;     repeatedly   telling   the    jury,   that   if    Mrs. 
Ramsbotham  was  suffering  frcm  a  morbid  affection,  as 
urged   by  her  counsel,   and  had  no  desire  of  gain  or 
profit   when   she   took   the   goods,    they   must    acquit. 
After  four  hours'  deliberation,  the  jury  could  not  agree 
upon  a  verdict :    they   were   equally   divided,   six   for 
conviction  and  six  for  acquittal.  After  some  consultation 
had  taken  place,  and  all  imputation  against  Mr.  Monle 
of  setting  "  a  trap  "  had  been  withdrawn,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  jury  should  be  discharged  ;  and  Mrs.  Rams- 
botham was  liberated. 

An  important  judgment  was  delivered  on  the  31st 
ult.  by  Mr.  Pemberton  Leigh,  in  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council,  on  an  appeal  from  the 
Admiralty  Court,  touching  the  Laws  of  Blockade.  It 
appears  that  the  Ostsee,  a  vessel  from  Mecklenburg,  left 
Cronstadt  on  the  16th  May,  1854,  before  the  blockade  of 
that  port  was  established.  On  the  1st  June,  Captain 
Otter,  cruising  in  the  Alban  about  the  Gulf  of  Finland, 
fell  in  with  and  detained  her.  The  skipper  of  the 
Ostsee  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  blockade,  apparently 
with  truth ;  and  Captain  Otter  referred  the  case  to  Sir 
Charles  Napier.     The  Admiral  placed  one  of  the  mates 


On  her  arrival,  the  law-officers  of  the  crown  appear  to 
have  admitted  that  there  was  no  blockade  on  the  16th 
May;  and  on  their  advice  the  claim  to  the  ship  was 
abandoned.  The  owners  of  the  ship  were  not  satisfied 
with  this,  but  went  into  the  Admiralty  Court  and  pro- 
ceeded against  the  captors  of  the  Ostsee  for  damages  and 
costs  arising  from  detention.  The  judge  of  the  Admi- 
ralty Court  decided  against  them ;  they  carried  an 
appeal  to  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  sitting  as 
a  Supreme  Court  of  Prize  ;  and  this  court  revt'rsed  the 
decision  of  the  lower  court.  Mr.  Pemberton  Leigh,  in 
delivering  judgment,  laid  it  down  that  officers  detaining 
neutral  ships  without  sufficient  grounds,  and  under  a 
misapprehension  of  their  duty,  must  be  held  liable  to 
make  good  .the  loss  and  expense  their  act  may  have 
occasioned. 

At  the  Kingston  assizes,  on  the  3rd  instant,  the  case 
of    Boyle    versus    Wiseman    was    tried    afresh.      The 
reverend  Mr.  Boyle,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  brought 
an  action  for  libel  against  Cardinal  Wiseman  which  was 
tried  at  the  Guildford  Assizes  last  summer  ;   and  the 
jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.     An  application 
was  made  for  a  new  trial,  and  granted,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Chief  Baron  had  refused  to  admit  second-hand 
evidence  of  the  contents  of  a  letter  in  which  Cardinal 
Wiseman   admitted   the   authorship   of  the  libel ;  and 
that  Cardinal  Wiseman  could  not  be  a  witness,  lest  he 
should  criminate  himself.     The  origin  of  the  case  was 
this.     Mr.  Boyle  was  the  curate  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  at  Islington  ;  when  Dr.  Wiseman  succeeded  Dr. 
Griffiths  as   Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  he  dismissed  Mr. 
Boyle,   alleging   want   of   zeal   on    his   part,   and    the 
necessity  for  a  change  of  system.    T)r.  Oakley,  formerly 
of  the  Established  Church,  succeeded  Mr.  Boyle.     In  a 
reply  to  an  article  in  the  Ami  de  la  Religion,  the  organ 
of  the  moderate  party  in  Paris,  the    Unwers,  published 
a  letter  signed  "  N.  Cardinal  Wiseman,"  alleging  that 
Mr.   Boyle   had  been   expelled  from  the   order  of  the 
Jesuits ;  that  he  had  shown  so  great  a  want  of  zeal  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  that  his  church  was  deserted  ; 
that   he   had   kept   possession  of  the  residence   of  the 
chapel  after  he  had  been  dismissed  ;  and  that  he  had,  by 
threats,  induced  his  parishioners  to  remonstrate  with  the 
bishop  against  his  dismissal.     No  evidence  was  offered 
in  support  of  these  averments :  but  it  was  shown  that 
Mr.  Boyle  had  not  been  expelled  from  the   Society  of 
Jesus;  that  his  church  was  not  deserted;  and  that  he 
did   not   intimidate   his    congregation    into    signing    a 
remonstrance   to   Dr.   Wiseman.      The   Reverend   Mr. 
Ivers,   a   Roman   Catholic    priest    at   Kentish    Town, 
holding  his  faculties  direct  from  the  Pope,  deposed  that 
he  had  read  at  Paris  the  letter  in  which  Dr.  Wiseman 
admitted  the   authorship  of  the  libel.     The  letter  was 
produced   in   court ;   but   Mr.    Ivers  said   that  it  had 
been  altered  since  he  saw  it ;  and  the  letter  as  published 
in  the  Univers  was  admitted  as  evidence.     Mr.  Baron 
Piatt  said  that  the  letter  was  a  libel ;  and  as  no  justi- 
fication   had     been    pleaded,    the    defendant    thereby 
admitted  that  the  charges  were  false.     The  jury  returned 
a  verdict  for  the   plaintiff,  damages  1000/.      Cardinal 
Wiseman,  who  had  been '.subpoenaed  as  a  witness,  but 
was   not  examined,  sat  on  the    bench  throughout  the 
trial.     Cardinal  Wiseman  has  since  obtained  a  rule  for 
a  new  trial. 

At  the  Petty-Sessions  at  Kingsclere,  Hants,  Miss 
Emilie  Frances  Gordon,  daughter  of  Sir  Orford 
Gordon/was  fined  51.  for  Torturing  a  Pony  very  cruelly. 
At  the  Norwich  Assizes,  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Waldron 
brought  an  action  for  Libel  against  the  Reverend 
William  Bates,  Rector  of  Burnham.  The  plaintiff,  for- 
merly the  curate  of  Mr.  Bates,  is  the  master  of  an 
endowed  school  at  Wyndham  in  Leicestershire.  The 
libel  consisted  of  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Bates  to  the 
trustees  of  the  school,  proffering  proofs  of  the  abominable 
wickedness  of  Mr.  Waldron,  and  calling  upon  them  to 
dismiss  him.  The  defence  was  a  justification  of  the 
libel  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  jury.  It  was  made  out, 
that  while  Waldron  was  curate  at  Burnham,  he  had 
seduced  his  servant,  Louisa  Johnson,  a  girl  of  seventeen, 
and  finally  had  recourse  to  violence  to  gratify  his  pas- 
In  the  same  house  lived  Mrs.  Childs,  mistress  of 


of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  board  as  prize-master  of  j  the  adjoining  National  Schools  ;  and  it  seems  that  the 
the  vessel,   and  sent  her  to  London  for  condemnation,  j  girl  complained  to  her  of  the  conduct  of  Waldron  in  its 
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earliest  stages ;  but  Mrs.'  Childs  took  no  steps  for  the 
girl's  protection.  Recommended  by  Waldron,  Louisa 
Johnson  accepted  a  situation  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Bates, 
a  barrister,  and  the  brother  of  the  Rector  of  Burnham. 
Here  her  misfortune  made  itself  evident,  and  she  was 
sent  home.  On  his  side,  Mr.  Waldron  denied  every 
statement  made  by  Louisa  Johnson,  Mrs.  Chiids,  and 
Mr.  Bates.  He  called  a  witness,  Mary  Ann  Grix,  with 
the  view  of  showing  that  Johnson  had  been  intimate 
with  one  Nonis,  a  lad.  But,  "  Polly  Grix  "  also  gave 
evidence  that  Mr.  Waldron  was  on  "  good  terms  "  with 
her  too,  and  was  accustomed  to  kiss  her  "by  way  of  a 
joke,"  and  take  her  on  his  knee.  The  Chief  Baron  had 
Mr.  Waldron  called  into  court;  he  heard  the  state- 
ments, and  denied  that  he  had  ever  kissed  Mary  Ann 
Grix.    The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 

At  the  Middlesex  Sessions  on  the  9th  instant,  two 
youths  were  convicted  of  Stealing  Books  from  the 
counters  of  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Bosworth.  They  are 
said  to  be  "  regular  book-thieves  :  "  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  going  to  booksellers  with  bags  in  their  hands, 
and  while  the  shopman  was  searching  or  inquiring  for 
some  rare  or  unknown  work  or  catalogue  which  they 
pretended  to  need,  the  thieves  whipped  books  off'  the 
counter  into  their  bags.  They  were  sent  to  prison  for 
a  year. 

Joseph  Smith,  a  militiaman,  was  convicted  of  Stabbing 
a  pot-companion  with  his  bayonet,  while  both  were 
drunk.  Mr.  Witham  commented  severely  on  the 
practice  of  permitting  militia  men  to  wear  their  bayonets, 
and  in  some  cases  to  have  their  muskets,  when  off  duty  ; 
while  privates  in  the  regular  army  are  forbidden  to  go 
about  armed.  Smith  was  sentenced  to  six  months' 
imprisonment. 

Luigi  Baranelli  was  tried  on  the  12th  instant  for 
the  Murder  of  Joseph  Latham  in  Foley  Place.  The 
evidence  was  similar  to  that  given  before  the  coroner 
and  at  the  police  court.  The  defence  set  up  was  a  plea 
of  insanity.  Witnesses  were  called  to  prove  that  the 
prisoner  had  exhibited  "  exaggerated  grief"  at  the 
death  of  his  two  successive  wives  ;  that  he  had  magnified 
diseases  under  which  he  suffered ;  and  that  he  had 
talked  of  killing  himself.  Dr.  Bailer,  of  Penshurst, 
Mr.  Henry,  surgeon  at  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  Dr. 
Conolly,  all  expressed  a  belief  that  he  was  of  unsound 
mind.  But  other  medical  men  were  called  for  the 
prosecution  to  oppose  this  evidence  :  Mr.  M'Murdo, 
surgeon  of  Newgate,  Dr.  Mayo,  and  Dr.  Sutherland,  all 
believed  Baranelli  to  be  accountable  for  his  acts ;  his 
illusions  were  merely  the  result  of  hypochondriasis. 
The  jury  consulted  for  fifteen  minutes,  and  then  returned 
a  verdict  of  "  Guilty."  Mr.  Justice  Erie  pronounced 
sentence  of  death  on  the  convict.  Baranelli  was 
assisted  from  the  dock  in  an  almost  fainting  state. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  Charles  King, 
formerly  a  plain-clothes  policeman,  was  convicted  of 
Complicity  in  Picking  Pockets.  The  particulars  of  this 
extraordinary  case  have  already  appeared :  King,  as  a 
boy-thief  related,  was  extensively  engaged  in  training 
up  young  thieves,  goine;  out  with  them  on  their 
"business"  rounds,  and  sharing  the  plunder  they 
obtained.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  transported  for 
fourteen  years. 

At  Liverpool  assizes,  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Peter  Petrie 
sued  Mr.  Ellis,  a  London  underwriter,  for  his  proportion 
of  3200^.  Insured  by  a  Policy  of  Insurance  on  a  Box  of 
Gold-Dust.  The  case  was  singular.  Mr.  Petrie  bought 
a  small  vessel  in  1852  to  make  a  speculative  voyage  to 
Australia ;  he  made  a  good  deal  of  money  by  selling 
goods  and  conveying  passengers  between  Adelaide  and 
Melbourne,  and  he  also  got  something  by  a  gold-digging 
trip  ;  when  about  to  return  to  England,  he  wrote  over 
for  insurances  to  be  effected  here  on  the  ship,  cargo, 
and  treasure.  In  the  British  Channel  the  weather  was 
bad  at  night,  and  there  was  much  shipping  about ;  to 
warn  other  vessels  of  his  proximity,  he  burnt  a  blue 
light ;  by  some  means  a  blue  light  in  a  box  of  lights  in 
Mr.  Petrie's  cabin  took  fire  ;  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  was 
stowed  there  ;  he  thought  this  would  explode ;  he 
managed  to  hurl  the  burning  light  from  the  cabin,  but 
other  things  had  then  caught  fire  ;  amid  the  flames,  he 
seized  a  box  of  gold-dust,  hurried  on  deck,  and  ordered 
all  hands  to  the  boats.     In  attempting  to  enter  one  of 


these,  he  stumbled,  and  the  box  of  gold  fell  into  the 
sea.  It  seems  that  the  fire  in  the  cabin  was  then  put 
out,  the  box  of  blue  lights  thrown  overboard,  and  the 
ship  was  brought  safely  to  port.  Mr.  Petrie  lost  his 
eyesight  by  entering  the  cabin  to  save  the  gold.  As  the 
box  had  been  thus  lost  on  the  voyage,  he  sought  to 
recover  its  value  from  the  insurers.  Witnesses  were 
called  to  support  the  story  told  by  the  plaintiff.  For 
the  defence,  a  scientific  gentleman  threw  doubt  on  the 
probability  of  a  blue  light  igniting  spontaneously  ;  and 
Sergeant  Wilkins  urged  that  Mr.  Petrie  had  not  satis- 
factorily made  out  that  he  possessed  so  much  gold-dust. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  amount  claimed. 

A  court-martial  has  been  held  at  Portsmouth  to 
inquire  into  the  Loss  of  the  Tiger.  The  defendants 
were  Lieutenant  Royer  and  Mr.  Edington  the  master. 
After  a  long  investigation,  the  following  sentence  was 
pronounced:  "The  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  ship 
Tiger  was  run  on  shore  in  consequence  of  her  having 
been  rashly  conducted  as  she  approached  the  coast  of 
Odessa  ;  and  that  after  the  ship  had  been  run  on  shore 
the  measures  resorted  to  to  get  her  afloat  were  injudicious: 
but  in  respect  to  the  surrender  of  the  Tiger  to  the 
enemy,  that,  as  the  ship  was  aground  without  any  hope 
being  entertained  of  floating  her  off',  and  as  she  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  guns,  which  had  set  her  on  fire, 
and  upon  which  the  guns  of  the  ship  could  not  be 
brought  to  bear,  no  blame  can  be  imputed  in  con- 
sequence of  such  surrender.  The  court  is  further  of 
opinion,  that  no  blame  is  imputable  to  the  said  Lieu- 
tenant Alfred  Royer,  since  he  acted  under  the 
immediate  directions  of  his  captain  ;  and  the  court  doth 
adjudge  him  to  be  acquitted.  The  court  is  further 
of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Francis  Edington  is  blameable  for 
the  want  of  caution  that  was  exhibited  by  him  in 
approaching  the  shore  near  Odessa  :  but,  in  consideration 
of  his  previous  good  character  and  long  services,  doth 
adjudge  him  to  be  only  severely  reprimanded.  And 
the  said  Lieutenant  Alfred  Royer  is  hereby  acquitted  ; 
and  the  said  Mr.  Francis  Edington  is  hereby  severely 
reprimanded  accordingly." 

Another  case  of  Military  Outrages,  under  the  name 
of  practical  jokes,  very  similar  to  that  of  Lieutenant 
Perry,  has  taken  place  at  Canterbury.  For  some  weeks 
past  (says  the  South  Eastern  Gazette)  Cornet  Edward 
Picton  Baumgarten,  of  the  6th  Enniskillen  Dragoons, 
lias  been  subjected  to  a  series  of  practical  jokes  at  the 
hands  of  his  brother  officers,  some  of  them  of  a  grossly 
immoral  character.  It  is  stated  that  this  young  officer 
who  has  only  been  in  the  regiment  some  three. months, 
(and  is  spoken  of  as  a  quiet,  inoffensive,  gentlemanly 
person)  has  been  thus  treated  during  the  last  fortnight, 
or  three  weeks  at  the  utmost.  His  sword  was  broken, 
and  the  plume  of  his  helmet  cut  to  pieces ;  two  buckets 
of  water  thrown  into  his  bed,  and  his  clothes  put  into 
the  bath  ;  water  poured  into  the  chest  containing  his 
clean  linen  ;  six  panes  of  glass  in  the  window  smashed, 
as  well  as  the  looking-glass  ;  the  door  locked  while  he 
was  in  the  room,  and  the  window  fastened  down  ;  and, 
to  complete  the  affair,  the  tail  of  his  horse  and  its  toppet 
were  cut  off,  and  the  animal,  which  cost  eighty  guineas, 
so  disfigured  as  to  render  its  confinement  to  the  stable 
necessary.  As  might  have  been  expected,  this  treat- 
ment led  to  a  challenge  on  the  part  of  Cornet  Baum- 
garten, the  supposed  leader  in  the  affair,  Cornet  Evans, 
being  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  It  was 
accepted,  the  seconds  appointed,  and  all  the  prelimi- 
naries aiTanged,  Saturday  last  being  fixed  for  its  execu- 
tion. Accordingly,  by  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a 
party  of  officers  took  possession  of  an  old  gravel  pit  in 
the  old  park,  at  the  rear  of  the  barracks ;  a  surgeon 
waiting  in  readiness,  in  an  adjoining  field.  They 
were  doomed,  however,  to  disappointment,  for,  as 
Cornet  Baumgarten  was  proceeding  to  the  spot, 
he  was  quickly  followed  by  the  saddler -sergeant, 
dressed  in  private  clothes,  who  called  upon  Mr. 
Collard's  bailiff  and  two  other  men  who  were  working 
in  the  field,  to  detain  the  officer,  or  they  would  subject 
themselves  to  punishment,  as  he  was  going  to  fight  a 
duel.  The  men  did  as  directed,  and  the  cornet  was 
marched  oft' to  the  bailiff's  house,  instead  of  joining  his 
companions  in  the  gravel-pit.  The  adjutant  of  the 
regiment  came  up  shortly  after,  and  ordered  a  file  of 
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men  to  arrest  the  sergeant,  telling  them,  if  he  resisted, 
"  to  knock  him  down  with  the  butt-end  of  their  car- 
bines." He,  however,  went  quietly  off  to  the  barracks, 
and  now  awaits  a  court-martial,  which  has  been  or- 
dered, to  take  his  trial  for  "  breach  of  discipline,  and 
using  violent  language  " — but  virtually  for  preventing  a 
breach  of  the  peace.  On  Saturday  evening  the  mayor 
and  sitting  magistrates  assembled  in  the  council  chamber 
to  inquire  into  the  matter,  when  evidence  was  adduced 
confirmatory  of  the  above  facts,  so  far  as  they  referred 
to  the  incidents  of  the  morning.  Cornet  Baumgarten 
was  present,  and  at  its  conclusion  entered  into  his  own 
bond,  in  the  sum  of  1000^.,  to  appear  before  the  bench 
on  Monday  to  answer  the  charge  of  illegally  meeting  to 
fight  a  duel  with  one  Evans.  Cornet  Evans  not  being 
in  attendance,  a  warrant  was  issued  for  his  apprehen- 
sion, and  on  Sunday  last  Superintendent  Clements  pro- 
ceeded to  the  barracks  to  serve  the  warrant,  returning 
to  the  station-house  with  the  officer  in  his  charge.  The 
officer  was  taken  to  the  superintendent's  private  room, 
and  the  mayor  and  magistrates'  clerk  sent  for ;  on  their 
arrival  Cornet  Evans  was  set  at  liberty  after  entering 
into  his  own  recognisances  to  appear  to  answer  the 
charge  on  Monday. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  shocking  Catastrophe  happened  on  Loch  Gowna 
on  the  3rd  instant.  Mr.  Dopping,  of  the  Royal  Marines, 
stationed  at  Arva,  invited  the  officers  of  the  Longford 
Rifles  to  a  day's  pleasure  on  board  his  yacht,  at  Lough 
Gowna,  near  Granard.  Those  who  accepted  the 
invitation  were  — Capt.  F.  White  (son  of  Mr.  H.  White, 
the  colonel  of  the  regiment  and  lieutenant  of  the 
county)  ;  Capt.  R.  A.  Dopping  (son  of  Mr.  Dopping)  ; 
Lieut.  Fox  (son  of  the  county  member,  Mr.  R  .  M. 
Fox)  ;  Lieut.  Shuldham,  Lieut.  Bolton,  and  Ensign 
Gregory,  of  the  Rifles  ;  and  Lieut.  Irwin,  of  the  revenue 
police,  stationed  at  Arva.  Everything  went  on  well 
till  evening,  when  the  yacht  neared  the  land  at  Derry- 
cassen,  and  it  became  necessary  to  get  into  a  small 
rowboat  to  reach  the  shore.  In  their  eagerness  to 
return,  too  many  got  into  the  boat,  when  she  unfor- 
tunately upset,  and  Mr.  Dopping,  Capt.  White,  Lieut. 
Fox,  and  Lieut.  Irwin,  were  drowned.  Lieut.  Shuldham 
and  Ensign  Gregory  were  also  immersed  for  some  time, 
but  were  fortunately  saved  through  the  exertions  of 
Lieut  Bolton  and  Michael  Roddy,  a  servant  of  one  of 
the  officers. 

The  Isabella  Anderson,  of  Inverness,  has  been 
wrecked  and  all  on  boai'd  have  perished.  A  bottle, 
containing  a  letter  written  in  pencil,  found  by  a  young 
fisherman  on  the  beach  of  Golspie,  has  disclosed  the 
melancholy  catastrophe.  The  sheet  was  rolled  cross- 
wise, as  if  done  hurriedly,  and  put  into  the  bottle  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  could  not  be  taken  out  without 
breaking  the  bottle.  The  letter  will  be  read  with  a 
mournful  interest :  —  "  December  19  —  ship  Isabella 
Anderson,  of  Inverness.  Our  canvas  has  given  way  ! 
The  raging  waves  dash  with  fury  round  our  helpless 
barque  !  The  rocky  coast  of  Norway  will  soon  tell  our 
fate.  This  is  my  last  work,  and  I  accomplish  it  with  the 
braveness  of  a  British  sailor.  My  love  to  my  affectionate 
wife.  The  same  to  my  beloved  family/  Evermore 
farewell!     John  Sanderson." 

The  Annual  Register  of  Shipwrecks  states  that  the 
lives  lost  during  the  year  1854  on  and  off  the  shores  of 
the  United  Kingdom  were  no  fewer  than  1,549  ;  there 
having  been  689  in  1853,  and  920  in  1852.  The 
following  are  the  larger  or  more  notable  of  these 
calamities  :  "  Thirteen  were  lost  in  the  Embla,  wrecked 
near  Blyth  in  a.  snow  storm,  on  the  7th  of  January  ; 
290  in  the  Tayleur,  wrecked  at  Lambay  Island, 
January  21st ;  23  in  the  W.  H.  Davies,  wrecked  at 
Vatersa  Island,  in  the  Hebrides,  on  the  27th  of 
January  ;  16  in  the  Charles  Jones,  wrecked  on  a  rock 
off  Esha  Ness,  Shetland,  January  31s  ;  10  by  starvation 
on  board  the  wreck  of  the  Bona  Dea,  which  was 
boarded  off  Mizen  Head,  and  the  survivors  rescued, 
February  11th;  11  by  the  upsetting  of  the  life-boat  of 
the  Liverpool  Steam-tug  Company,  when  trying  to  save 


the  crew  of  the  Cherokee,  stranded  in  a  gale  in  the 
West  Hoyle,  February  18th  ;  14  in  the  Essex,  lost  on  the 
Scroby  Sand,  on  the  same  day ;  480  in  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  steam-ship,  missing  since  the  1st  of  March, 
on  which  day  she  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  Phila- 
delphia; 11  in  the  Bonato,  which  foundered  off  the 
start,  in  collision  with  the  Ann  Kimball,  in  the  night 
of  March  24th  ;  199  in  the  Favourite  (of  Bremen), 
which  sank  near  the  same  spot,  in  collision  with  the 
Hasper,  in  the  night  of  March  29th  ;  21  in  the  Europa, 
transport  which  was  burned  at  sea,  May  31st ;  11  in  the 
fishing  lugger,  Happy  Return,  lost  near  the  Dudgeon, 
October  18th  ;  12  in  the  Oxefia,  wrecked  on  Hashro' 
Sand,  November  17th  ;  23  in  the  Mary  Graham,  wrecked 
at  Sunderland,  in  the  night  of  November  22nd;  40  in 
the  Nile,  steam-ship,  wrecked  near  Portreath  in  the 
night  of  November  30th  ;  16  in  the  Rovigno,  which 
sank  near  Hasbro'  Sand  in  the  night  of  December  4th ; 
and  14  in  the  London,  wrecked  on  Burnham  Flats,  at 
night,  December  6th.  The  remainder  were  lost  in 
smaller  numbers  exclusive  of  many  more  lost  in  ships 
that  are  missing." 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  Early  Closing  Association  has  circulated  a  sketch 
of  the  progress  and  present  state  of  the  movement,  which 
deserves  the  most  extensive  publicity  that  can  be  given 
to  it.  The  following  particulars  are  of  great  and  general 
interest.  Since  this  association  was  formed  in  1842,  it 
is  estimated  that  at  least  150,000  young  men  and  young 
women  are  more  or  less  directly  interested — physically, 
morally,  socially,  and  religiously — in  its  efforts.  This 
is  quite  irrespective  of  the  large  measure  of  influence 
it  is  known  to  have  exercised,  and  is  still  exercising 
throughout  the  provinces,  in  originating  and  in  various 
ways  assisting  branch  associations.  Previous  to  its 
establishment,  the  hours  of  employment  in  nearly  every 
department  of  industrial  life  were  excessive  :  in  many 
cases  almost  incredibly  so  ;  for  instance,  it  was  a  very 
common  practice  for  the  linen  drapers  to  keep  their 
shops  open  during  a  large  portion  of  the  year  till  11  and 
12  o'clock  at  night,  it  being  often  1,  and  sometimes  even 
2  o'clock,  before  the  assistants  were  really  free.  On 
Sunday  mornings  they  not  unfrequently  were  kept  at 
work  till  3,  4,  and  even  5  o'clock,  and  numerous  have 
been  the  instances  of  young  men,  instead  of  retiring  to 
bed,  preferring  going  off  to  bathe,  it  being  broad  day- 
light when  they  left  their  respective  shops.  Seven  o'clock 
in  winter  and  8  o'clock  in  summer,  are  the  hours  which 
it  is  desired  should  be  adopted  in  the  retail  trade. 
Through  the  agency  of  the  Early  Closing  Association, 
the  hours  of  employment  in  many  departments  of  busi- 
ness have  already  been  materially  curtailed.  Since  a 
partial  reduction  in  the  period  of  employment  has  thus 
taken  place,  very  many  valuable  institutions,  for  the 
special  mental  and  religious  benefit  of  young  men,  have 
been  formed,  which  before  were  not  so  much  as  heard 
of,  and,  indeed,  but  for  the  success  of  the  Early  Closing 
Association,  could  not  possibly  have  existed.  Reference 
is  here  made  more  particularly  to  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  the  Church  of  England  Young 
Men's  Society,  and  the  Evening  Classes  for  Young 
Men.  But  there  are,  notwithstanding,  at  the  present 
time  many  thousands  of  young  men,  and  also  of  young 
women,  who  are  utterly  cut  off  from  the  many  privileges 
offered  by  these  excellent  institutions.  The  Early 
Closing  Association  is  the  only  organised  agency  in 
existence  for  extending  to  the  over-worked  population 
of  the  metropolis  opportunity  for  healthful  relaxation, 
and  the  culture  of  their  mental  and  spiritual  nature. 
Its  efforts  are  designed  to  apply  to  every  department  of 
industrial  occupation,  where  the  period  of  employment 
is  unduly  and  unnecessarily  protracted.  Those  efforts 
have  recently  been  employed — and  with  considerable 
success — in  promoting  the  Saturday  half-holiday  move- 
ment in  connexion  with  the  various  wholesale  trades. 
The  attention  of  the  board  is  at  present  particularly 
directed  to  the  case  of  the  assistant  chemists,  whose 
hours  of  employment  extend,  for  the  most  part,  from 
about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  till  half-past  10  and 
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11  o'clock  at  night,  with  a  liability,  moreover,  to  their 
being  called  up  at  any  hour  in  the  night,  and  without 
being  able  to  call  so  much  as  the  Sabbath  their  own : 
and  it  is  proposed  ere  long  to  draw  attention  to  the  con- 
dition of  that  sadly  oppressed  class — the  journeymen 
bakers.  The  association  has  sought  to  accomplish  its 
object  principally  through  the  instrumentality  of  public 
meetings,  lectures,  sermons,  and  the  press  ;  ever  striving 
by  confining  its  claims  within  the  bounds  of  moderation, 
and  by  the  exercise  of  a  right  and  kindly  spirit,  so  to 
melt  down  the  prejudices  of  opposing  employers,  as  in 
time  to  conciliate  and  win  them  over  to  the  cause.  At 
present  it  stands  greatly  in  need  of  an  increase  to  its 
funds ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  above  particulars  will  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  importance  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Early  Closing  Association,  and  justify 
the  expectation  of  the  board  that,  if  those  operations 
are  adequately  sustained  by  means  of  public  liberality, 
a  very  large  amount  of  good  must  ensue  to  all  persons 
engaged  in  trade,  and,  indirectly,  to  the  community  at 
large. 

The  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Royal  Theatrical  Fund 
was  celebrated,  on  2d  inst.,  by  the  usual  dinner  at  the 
London  Tavern.  The  principal  speaker  was  Mr.  Buck- 
stone,  who  gave  a  description  of  the  trials  and  troubles 
of  a  country  actor's  life,  as  illustrated  by  his  own 
experience. — "I  am  enabled  truly  to  depict  what  this 
class  of  performers  endure,  because  I  was  a  country 
actor,  and,  amongst  other  vicissitudes,  once  walked  from 
Northampton  to  London — seventy-two  miles — on  four- 
pence-halfpenny.  It  is  a  fact,  I  assure  you.  I  had  a 
companion  in  the  same  plight ;  and  on  comparing  our 
pecuniary  resources,  we  discovered  ourselves  masters  of 
the  sum  of  ninepence,  fourpence-halfpenny  each,  accord- 
ing to  Cocker.  As  it  may  interest  you,  gentlemen,  I 
will  describe  my  costume  on  that  occasion,  and  how  we 
got  to  London.  My  costume  consisted  of  a  threadbare 
whity-blue  coat,  with  tarnished  metal  buttons,  secured 
to  the  throat,  because  I  wore  underneath  what  we  term 
a  flowered  waistcoat,  made  of  glazed  chintz,  and  of  a 
very  showy  pattern,  generally  adopted  when  playing 
country  boys  and  singing  comic  songs,  which  at  that 
time  was  my  vocation.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
my  hat ;  while  my  trousers  must  only  be  delicately 
alluded  to,  as  they  were  made  of  what  was  originally 
white  duck,  but,  as  they  had  been  worn  about  six 
weeks,  and  having  myself  been  much  in  the  fields,  there 
was  a  refreshing  tint  of  a  green  and  clay  colour  about 
them,  which  imparted  to  that  portion  of  my  attire  quite 
an  agricultural  appearance.  I  carried  a  small  bundle. 
I  will  not  describe  its  entire  contents,  except  that  it 
held  a  red  wig  and  a  pair  of  russet  boots.  Under  my 
arm  was  a  portfolio,  containing  sketches  from  nature, 
and  some  attempts  at  love  poetry.  While  on  my  feet  to 
perform  this  distance  of  seventy-two  miles,  I  wore  a 
pair  of  dancing  pumps,  tied  up  at  the  heel  with  pack- 
thread. Thus  equipped,  I  started  with  my  companion 
from  Northampton ;  and  before  breakfast  we  accom- 
plished fifteen  miles,  when  we  sat  down  to  rest  ourselves 
under  a  hedge  by  the  road-side.  We  felt  very  much 
disposed  to  partake  of  the  meal  I  have  alluded  to,  but 
were  rather  puzzled  how  to  provide  it.  Presently  a 
cow-boy  appeared,  driving  some  lazy  zigzag-going  cows, 
and  carrying  two  large  tin  cans,  containing  skimmed 
milk.  We  purchased  the  contents  of  one  of  the  cans 
for  one  halfpenny.  A  cottage  was  close  at  hand,  where 
we  applied  for  bread,  and  procured  a  very  nice  though 
rather  stale  half-quartern  home-baked  loaf  for  one 
penny.  The  cow-boy  sat  by  us  on  that  road-side  to 
wait  for  his  can.  The  cows  seemed  to  regard  us  with  a 
sleeply  look  of  mingled  pity  and  indifference,  while, 
with  the  bottom  crust  of  that  loaf  and  three  pints  of 
skimmed  milk,  I  assure  you  I  enjoyed  the  road-side 
breakfast  of  that  summer  morning  more  than  I  have 
enjoyed  the  sumptuous  banquet  of  this  evening.  On 
the  first  day  we  walked  forty  miles  ;  in  which  my 
pumps,  and  what  they  covered  'suffered  some.'  Our 
bed  for  the  night  was  in  one  of  those  waysido  hostelries 
called  '  a  lodging-house  for  travellers. ; '  for  which 
accommodation  we  disbursed  twopence.  Late  in  the 
evening  of  the  next  day  we  completed  the  remaining 
thirty-two  miles;  and  tound  ourselves  at  the  Mother 
Red  Cap,  at  Camden  Town,  with  enough  in  our  pockets 


to  procure  half  a  pint  of  porter."  Mr.  Buckstone  con- 
sidered himself  qualified  to  say  how  great  a  boon  the 
Theatrical  Fund  is  to  the  poor  country  actors.  He 
stated  that,  though  the  disbursements  of  the  society 
include  sums  returned  to  the  families  of  deceased  mem- 
bers, the  payment  of  funeral  expenses,  the  payment  of 
ten  annuities,  five  of  30/.  per  annum,  four  of  60/.,  and 
one  of  90/.,  their  capital  amounted  to  nearly  9000/. 

The  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  Artists'  Benevolent 
Institution  was  celebrated  by  a  dinner  at  the  Free- 
masons' Tavern  on  the  31st  ult.  ;  the  Lord  Mayor  in 
the  chair.     The  subscriptions  reached  611/. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society  was 
held  on  the  30th  ult.  ;  Sir  Samuel  Feto  in  the  chair,  as 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  prevented  by  indisposition. 
The  report  of  the  Society  showed  that  last  year  150  out 
of  177  persons  were  successfully  treated  ;  that  97  per- 
sons immersed  by  the  breaking  of  the  ice  were  rescued  ; 
and  that  690  persons  severely  cut  or  bruised  on  the  ice 
received  medical  assistance  in  the  Society's  receiving- 
houses,  up  to  the  27th  February.  Among  those 
rewarded  with  the  Society's  medal  for  meritorious 
actions,  were  Lieutenant  Lucas,  of  the  Hecla,  who 
threw  a  lighted  shell  overboard  during  the  first  attack 
on  Bomarsund ;  and  Lieutenant  Walter  Stirling,  of  the 
Coldstream  Guards,  late  midshipman  of  the  Britannia, 
who  during  the  hurricane  of  the  14th  November  com- 
manded a  boat  that,  under  fire  of  the  Cossacks,  rescued 
thirty-five  men  from  the  transports  wrecked  off  the 
Katcha.  In  the  course  of  one  of  his  speeches,  Sir 
Samuel  Peto  informed  the  company  that  the  Balaklava 
railroad  would  be  completed  as  far  as  the  English 
head-quarters  by  the  26th,  and  that  then  1000  tons  of 
ammunition  could  be  carried  to  the  front  every  day. 
The  subscriptions  exceeded  600/. 

The  Manner  of  celebrating  Divine  Worship  in  St. 
PauVs  Church,  Knightsbridge,  continues  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of  unseemly  disputes.  On  Easter  Eve  the  church 
was  decked  with  evergreens  and  flowers,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  clerical  authorities.  Hearing  this,  Mr. 
Westerton,  the  churchwarden,  took  legal  advice,  and 
served  notices  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Liddell,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Marriott,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boucher,  and  several  females, 
warning  them  against  aiding  in  these  proceedings.  This 
produced  no  effect;  and  in  the  evening  Mr.  Westerton, 
going  to  the  church  himself,  found  that  he  was  looked 
out  by  the  curates  and  their  female  assistants.  But  he 
gained  admission,  and  removed  the  decorations  from  the 
chancel.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Westerton  had  withdrawn,  the 
curate  and  his  friends  replaced  the  flowers.  On  the  fol- 
lowing Tuesday  the  vestry  of  the  parish  met  to  elect 
churchwardens;  Mr.  Liddell,  the  incumbent,  in  the  chair. 
A  most  outrageous  scene  took  place.  First  there  was  a 
warm  dispute  as  to  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting;  Mr. 
Liddell  refusing  to  confirm  Mr.  Westerton's  minutes, 
and  confirming  his  own.  Mr.  Beale  moved  a  resolution, 
to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Westerton's  minutes,  not  Mr. 
Liddell's  minutes,  were  then  read  and  confirmed.  Mr. 
Liddell  objected  to  put  the  motion,  till  informed  by  the 
Rev.  F.  Baring  that  he  was  legally  bound  to  do  so. 
Then  the  resolution  was  carried.  Next,  Col.  Vereker 
moved  a  resolution,  declaring  the  opinion  of  the  meet- 
ing, "  That  the  mode  of  celebrating  divine  worship  by 
the  said  Rev.  R.  Liddell  and  his  curates  in  the  church 
of  St.  Paul's,  and  the  chapel  of  St.  Barnabas,  is  highly 
offensive,  and  ought  forthwith  to  be  discontinued  ;  that 
the  Hon.  and  Rev.  F.  Baring,  Hon.  C.  Smyth  Vereker, 
Grenville  Berkeley,  Esq.,  MP.,  Lord  Ernest  Bruce,  and 
Mr.  C.  Westerton,  be  a  committee  to  arrange  a  deputa- 
tion to  once  more  wait  upon  the  Bishop  of  London, 
and  to  express  to  him  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
parishioners."  Mr.  Liddell,  disregarding  this  resolu- 
tion, declared  that  he  would  name  his  own  warden. 
This,  according  to  Mr.  Baring,  who  again  tendered  ad- 
vice, was  really  the  proper  course.  But  as  Mr.  Liddell 
left  the  chair  last  year  after  the  wardens  had  been 
named,  the  meeting  were  apprehensive  that  he  would 
do  so  this  year  and  that  the  legality  of  the  subsequent 
acts  of  the  vestry  would  be  endangered.  Mr.  Beale 
therefore  asked  Mr.  Liddell  whether  he  would  not  leave 
the  chair  until  the  business  was  over:  but  Mr.  Liddell 
pertinaciously  refused  to  answer.  Mr.  Baring  again 
told  the  meeting,  that  if  Mr.  Liddell  left  the  chair  they 
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could  legally  appoint  their  own  chairman,  and  pass 
■what  resolutions  they  pleased.  At  length  Mr.  Liddell 
nominated  Mr.  W.  H.  Jackson,  of  Wilton  Crescent.  It 
was  urged  that  he  had  not  resided  six  months  in  the 
parish,  and  could  not  serve;  but  Mr.  Liddell  entered 
his  appointment  on  the  minutes,  amidst  great  confusion 
and  noise.  After  more  uproar,  Mr.  Baring  moved,  and 
Admiral  Hatton  seconded,  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Wes- 
terton.  Here,  while  Mr.  Liddell  still  sat  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Westerton  stated,  in  reply  to  a  series  of  questions, 
that  the  Bishop  of  London  had  directed  that  the  prayers 
should  be  read,  whereas  they  are  "monotoned;"  that 
Mr.  Liddell  promised  to  discontinue  the  bowing  to  the 
cross,  and  did  discontinue  it  for  a  time,  but  took  it  up 
again  :  that  the  Bishop  stated  that  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  the  incumbent  to  decorate  the  chancel  without  the 
consent  of  the  churchwarden  ;  and  that  although  the 
offertory,  yielding  1000/.,  per  annum,  should  be  paid  to 
the  account  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  as  directed  by  the 
Bishop,  no  account  has  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Liddell, 
and  not  one  shilling  has  been  given  to  the  poor.  At 
length  Mr.  Westerton  was  elected,  with  only  one  person 
dissenting  ;  and  the  incumbent  left  the  chair.  A  scene 
of  great  confusion  ensued.  Groans,  hisses,  cheers,  and 
yells,  resounded  through  the  room  ;  the  reverend  gen- 
tleman had  to  force  his  way  through  the  crowd  to  the 
door,  being  very  much  hustled  and  pushed  in  the  pro- 
cess. The  cries  of  "Turn  him  out!"  were  loud  and 
frequent ;  and  one  voice  was  heard  to  suggest  that  "  he 
should  be  thrown  out  of  the  window."  Mr.  Westerton 
took  the  chair,  and  Colonel  Vereker's  resolution  was 
unanimously  carried. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

TaxVisit  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  the  French 
to  this  country  during  the  present  month  has  been  a 
memorable  event.  They  arrived  at  Dover  on  Monday 
the  16th  inst.,  and  were  received  by  Prin^-3  Albert,  who 
had  come  there  the  preceding  evening  to  meet  them. 
They  were  conducted  by  his  Royal  Highness  to  the 
Warden  Hotel,  where  they  partook  of  luncheon,  and 
afterwards  received  the  Corporation  of  Dover.  They 
left  Dover  for  London  about  three  o'clock.  The  jour- 
ney by  the  South-Eastem  Railway  was  performed  at 
the  rate  of  about  fifty  miles  an  hour.  The  party  arrived 
at  the  Bricklayers'  Arms  station  about  five  o'clock ;  and 
here,  saluted  by  the  huzzas  of  a  large  crowd,  they 
entered  the  Queen's  carriages,  and,  escorted  by  a 
squadron  of  Life  Guards,  proceeded  to  the  Paddington 
station  of  the  Great  Western  Railway;  passing  along 
the  Kent  Road,  the  Westminster  Road,  over  West- 
minster Bridge,  along  Parliament  Street,  up  Whitehall, 
by  Charing  Cross,  into  Pall  Mall,  St.  James  Street, 
Piccadilly,  Hyde  Park,  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Serpentine,  and  thus  driving  through  the  Victoria  Gate 
and  Eastbourne  Terrace  to  the  Great  Western  terminus. 
The  carriages  passed  along  the  whole  line  through  a 
lane  of  human  beings  drawn  up  many  deep,  beside 
those  crowding  every  window.  Many  flags  of  the  allied 
nations  waved  from  the  houses.  In  the  Park,  lines  of 
carriages  and  horsemen,  two  deep,  stretching  from 
Apsley  House  to  the  Victoria  Gate,  presented  a  still 
more  brilliant  picture.  The  cortege  passed  slowly  by, 
so  that  nearly  all  present  were  able  to  see  the  principal 
actors  in  the  pageant.  Corresponding  with  the  arrival 
at  Westminster  Bridge  the  Park  guns  fired  a  salute  ; 
the  band  of  the  Royal  Marines,  mounted  over  the  arch- 
way of  the  Admiralty,  played  "  Partant  pour  la  Syrie  " 
ss  the  procession  went  by;  and  at  St.  James's  Palace  a 
guard  of  honour  turned  out.  It  was  six  o'clock  before 
the  train  started  for  Windsor,  and  nearly  seven  before 
it  arrived.  The  preparations  for  welcome  at  Windsor 
were  more  extensive  than  elsewhere,  and  the  Emperor 
drove  to  the  Castle  under  two  triumphal  arches.  At 
the  grand  entrance  to  the  Cattle,  the  Queen  received 
her  guests  in  state  ;  surrounded  by  her  Ministers,  Great 
Officers,  and  Yeomen  of  the  Guard.  Taking  the  arm 
of  the  Emperor,  Prince  Albert  following  with  the 
Empress,  she  led  the  way  to  the  Throne-room,  and 
thence  to  the  reception-room ;  where  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen   of  the   household   were   presented   to    the 


Emperor  and  Empress.     The  banquet  which  followed 
was  in  St.  George's  Hall. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  spent  at  Windsor.  On 
the  former  day  there  was  a  stag-hunt  and  a  review. 
On  the  latter,  the  Queen  invested  the  Emperor  with 
the  insignia  of  the  Garter  at  a  chapter  of  the  order  held 
for  that  purpose.  On  Thursday,  the  Emperor  and 
Empress  visited  the  City.  They  set  out  from  Bucking- 
ham Palace  at  one  o'clock,  in  a  close  carriage  preceded 
by  six  carriages  containing  their  attendants  ;  and 
proceeded  to  Guildhall,  amidst  the  shouts  and  accla- 
mations of  the  multitudes  who  crowded  the  streets, 
windows,  and  housetops.  Guildhall,  when  they  entered 
was  filled  by  an  assemblage  including  many  of  the 
nobility,  the  ministers,  the  foreign  ambassadors,  and 
city  authorities.  When  the  Emperor  and  Empress 
were  seated  under  a  splendid  canopy  at  the  east  end  of 
the  hall,  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  advanced  in 
procession  and  presented  an  address  which  was  read  by 
the  Recorder.  The  Emperor  speaking  in  English, 
delivered  the  following  reply: — "  My  Lord  Mayor — 
After  the  cordial  reception  I  have  experienced  from  the 
Queen,  nothing  could  affect  me  more  deeply  than  the 
sentiments  towards  the  Empress  and  myself  to  which 
you,  my  Lord  Mayor,  have,  given  expression  on  the 
part  of  the  City  of  London,  for  the  City  of  London 
represents  the  available  resources  which  a  world-wide 
commerce  affords  both  for  civilisation  and  for  war. 
Flattering  as  are  your  praises,  I  accept  them,  because 
they  are  addressed  much  more  to  France  than  to  myself; 
they  are  addressed  to  a  nation  whose  interests  are  to- 
day everywhere  identical  with  your  own  ;  they  are 
addressed  to  an  army  and  navy  united  to  yours  by  an 
heroic  companionship  in  danger  and  in  glory  ;  they  are 
addressed  to  the  policy  of  the  two  governments,  which 
is  based  on  truth,  on  moderation,  and  on  justice.  For 
myself,  I  have  retained  on  the  throne  the  same  sen- 
timents of  sympathy  and  esteem  for  the  English  people 
that  I  professed  as  an  exile,  while  I  enjoyed  here  the 
hospitality  of  your  Quetn;  and  if  I  have  acted  in 
accordance  with  my  convictions,  it  is  that  the  interest 
of  the  nation  which  has  chosen  me,  no  less  than  that 
of  universal  civilisation,  has  made  it  a  duty.  Indeed, 
England  and  France  are  naturally  united  on  all  the  great 
questions  of  politics  and  of  human  progress  that  agitate 
the  world.  From  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to  those  of  the 
Mediterranean — from  the  Baltic  to  the  Black  Sea — from 
the  desire  to  abolish  slavery  to  our  hopes  for  the  amelior- 
ation of  all  the  countries  of  Europe — I  see  in  the  moral 
as  in  the  political  world  for  our  two  nations  but  one 
course  and  one  end.  It  is,  then,  only  by  unworthy 
considerations  and  pitiful  rivalries  that  our  union  could 
be  dissevered.  If  we  follow  the  dictates  of  common 
sense  alone,  we  shall  be  sure  of  the  future.  You  are 
right  in  interpreting  my  presence  among  you  as  a  fresh 
and  convincing  proof  of  my  energetic  co-operation  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  if  we  fail  in  obtaining  an 
honourable  peace.  Should  we  so  fail,  although  our 
difficulties  may  be  great,  we  may  surely  count  on  a 
successful  result ;  for  not  only  are  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  of  tried  valour — not  only  do  our  two  countries 
possess  within  themselves  unrivalled  resources — but 
above  all — and  here  lies  their  superiority — it  is  because 
they  are  in  the  van  of  all  generous  and  enlightened 
ideas.  The  eyes  of  all  who  suffer  instinctively  turn  to 
thp  West.  Thus  our  two  nations  are  even  more  power- 
ful from  the  opinions  they  represent  than  by  the  armies 
and  fleets  they  have  at  their  command.  I  am  deeply 
grateful  to  your  Queen  for  affording  me  this  solemn 
opportunity  of  expressing  to  you  my  own  sentiments 
and  those  of  France,  of  which' I  am  the  interpreter.  I 
thank  you  in  my  own  name  and  in  that  of  the  Empress 
for  the  frank  and  hearty  cordiality  with  which  you 
have  received  us.  We  shall  take  back  with  us  to  France 
the  lasting  impression  made  on  minds  thoroughly 
able  to  appreciate  it,  of  the  imposing  spectacle 
which  England  presents,  where  virtue  on  the  throne 
directs  the  destinies  of  a  country  under  the  em- 
pire of  a  liberty  without  danger  to  its  grandeur." 
The  cheering,  which  burst  out  at  several  marked 
passages  of  the  reply,  was  renewed  at  the  close.  Then 
followed  the  ceremonial  presentations  of  various  City 
notables  ;  after  which  the  Emperor  and  Empress  des- 
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cended  from  the  dais,  conversed  with  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Lady  Mayoress,  and  with  the  Duke  of  Cambridge. 
Proceeding  next  to  the  Council-Chamber,  the  whole 
party  partook  of  a  dejeuner  of  the  proportions  of  a 
dinner  ;  the  Emperor  and  Empress  sitting  at  the  head 
of  the  table,  having  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  on  their 
right  and  the  diplomatic  body  on  the  left,  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  the  Lady  Mayoress  sitting  at  the  opposite 
end  of  the  table.  The  guests  of  the  City  left  the  Guild- 
hall at  four  o'clock,  and  returned  by  a  different  route  to 
Buckingham  Palace.  In  the  evening,  the  Queen,  Prince 
Albert,  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  accompanied  by  a 
numerous  and  distinguished  suite,  went  in  state  to  the 
Opera  at  Covent  Garden  Theatre.  The  house,  brilliantly 
and  lavishly  decorated  for  the  occasion,  was  filled  by  a 
company  many  of  whom  had  paid  enormous  prices  for 
their  sittings.  The  state  box,  erected  in  the  centre  of 
the  circle  fronting  the  stage,  had  been  enlarged  by  the 
absorption  of  several  other  boxes  up  to  the  second  tier  ; 
and  the  retiring-rooms  behind,  formed  by  a  special  ap- 
propriation of  saloons  and  lobbies,  were  adorned  with 
great  magnificence.  At  an  hour  unusually  late  for  a 
state  visit,  between  the  first  and  second  acts  of  Fidelio, 
the  party  from  Buckingham  Palace  arrived ;  the  Em- 
peror leading  in  or  rather  led  by,  the  Queen,  the  Empress 
led  by  Prince  Albert.  At  their  entrance,  first  "  Partant 
pour  la  Syrie,"  then  "  God  save  the  Queen,"  greeted 
them.  At  the  end  of  the  third  act  the  performance  of 
these  national  airs  was  repeated,  reversing  the  order ; 
and  the  rising  of  the  curtain  revealed,  besides  the  per- 
formers, hundreds  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  evening 
dress,  who  had  paid  highly  for  a  sight  of  the  house  and 
its  occupants  from  the  stage.  During  the  evening,  many 
of  the  principal  streets  were  brilliantly  illuminated. 

On  Friday  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  with  the  Queen 
and  Prince  Albert,  visited  the  Crystal  Palace.  They 
arrived  about  noon.  After  examining  the  various 
objects  of  interest  in  the  building,  and  showing  them- 
selves to  the  multitude  assembled  on  the  terrace,  they 
partook  of  luncheon  ;  and  about  three  o'clock  returned 
to  Buckingham  Palace,  where  there  was  a  grand  concert 
in  the  evening.  On  Saturday  morning  the  illustrious 
visitors  left  Buckingham  Palace  on  their  return  to 
Paris.  They  were  accompanied  to  the  railway  station 
by  Prince  Albert  and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  ;  and  the 
Lord  Mayor  came  to  pay  his  respects  at  parting. 
Prince  Albert  and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  accompanied 
them  to  Dover,  and  on  board  the  steamer,  where  they 
parted  with  the  utmost  cordiality.  The  Emperor  and 
Empress  arrived  at  Boulogne  about  four  o'clock. 


The  Queen  has  conferred  the  honour  of  a  Baronetcy 
on  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

A  warm  tribute  to  the  merits  of  Miss  Nightingale  is 
given  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Sidney  Godolphin  Osborne, 
in  hisnewly-published  work,  "  Scutari  and  its  Hospitals." 
"Miss  Nightingale  in  appearance  is  just  what  you  would 
expect  in  any  other  well-bred  woman  who  may  have 
seen  perhaps  rather  more  than  30  years  of  life  ;  her 
manner  and  countenance  are  prepossessing,  and  this 
without  the  possession  of  positive  beauty ;  it  is  a  face 
not  easily  forgotten,  pleasing  in  its  smile,  with  an  eye 
betokening  great  self-possession,  and  giving  when  she 
wishes  a  quiet  look  of  firm  determination  to  every  fea- 
ture. Her  general  demeanour  is  quiet,  and  rather  re- 
served ;  still  I  am  much  mistaken  if  she  is  not  gifted 
with  a  very  lively  sense  of  the  ridiculous.  In  conversa- 
tion she  speaks  on  matters  of  business  with  a  grave 
earnestness  one  would  not  expect  from  her  appearance. 
She  has  evidently  a  mind  disciplined  to  restrain  under 
the  principles  of  the  action  of  the  moment  every  feeling 
which  would  interfere  with  it.  She  has  trained  herself 
to  command,  and  learnt  the  value  of  conciliation  towards 
others  and  constraint  over  herself.  I  can  conceive  her 
to  be  a  strict  disciplinarian ;  she  throws  herself  into  a 
work  as  its  head — as  such  she  knows  well  how  much 
success  must  depend  upon  literal  obedience  to  her  every 
order.  She  seems  to  understand  business  thoroughly, 
though  to  me  she  had  the  failure  common  to  many 
'  Heads ' — a  too  great  love  of  management  in  the  small 
details  which  had  better,  perhaps,  have  been  left  to 
others. — Her  nerve  is  wonderful ;  I  have  been  with  her 
at  very  severe  operations,  she  was  more  than  equal  to 


the  trial.  She  has  an  utter  disregard  of  contagion, 
I  have  known  her  spend  hours  over  men  dying  of 
cholera  or  fever.  The  more  awful  to  every  sense 
any  particular  case,  especially  if  it  was  that  of  a 
dying  man,  her  slight  form  would  be  seen  bending 
over  him,  administering  to  his  ease  in  every  way  in 
her  power,  and  seldom  quitting  his 'side  till  death  re- 
leased him.  I  have  heard  and  read  with  indignation 
the  remarks  hazarded  upon  her  religious  character.  I 
found  her  myself  to  be  in  her  every  word  and  action  a 
Christian  ;  I  thought  this  quite  enough.  It  would  have 
been,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  cruel  impertinence  to 
scrutinise  her  words  and  acts,  to  discover  to  which  of 
the  many  bodies  of  true  Christians  she  belonged.  I  have 
conversed  with  her  several  times  on  the  deaths  of  those 
whom  I  had  visited  ministerially  in  the  hospitals,  with 
whom  she  had  been  when  they  died.  I  never  heard  one 
word  from  her  lips  that  would  not  have  been  just  what 
I  should  have  expected  from  the  lips  of  those  whom  I 
have  known  to  be  the  most  experienced  and  devout  of 
our  common  faith.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to 
measure  the  real  difficulties  of  the  work  Miss  Nightin- 
gale has  done,  and  is  doing  by  the  mere  magnitude  of 
the  field  and  its  peculiarly  horrible  nature.  Every  day 
brought  some  new  complication  of  misery,  to  be  some- 
how unravelled  by  the  power  ruling  in  the  Sisters' 
tower.  Each  day  had  its  peculiar  trial  to  one  who  had 
taken  such  a  load  of  responsibility,  in  an  untried  field, 
and  with  a  staff  of  her  own  sex,  all  new  to  it.  Hers  was 
a  post  requiring  the  courage  of  a  Cardigan,  the  tact  and 
diplomacy  of  a  Palmerston,  the  endurance  of  a  Howard, 
the  cheerful  philanthropy  of  a  Mrs.  Fry  or  a  Miss 
Neave  ;  Miss  Nightingale  yet  fills  that  post,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  is  the  one  individual  who  in  this  whole  un- 
happy war  has  shown  more  than  any  other  what  real 
energy,  guided  by  good  sense,  can  do  to  meet  the  calls 
of  sudden  emergency." 

Sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  learning  that  his  constituents 
were  about  to  present  him  with  some  costly  testimonial, 
has  written  to  beg  that  they  will  oblige  liim  by  giving 
up  their  intention.  They  have  given  him  so  many 
proofs  of  confidence,  he  said,  that  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  give  one  more.  The  intention  has  therefore 
been  abandoned. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  British 
poets,  at  the  Marylebone  Institution,  on  the  11th  inst, 
to  an  audience  described  as  crowded  and  fashionable. 

The  inhabitants  of  Marylebone  held  a  public 
meeting  on  the  17th  instant  to  record  their  deep  regret 
at  the  loss  of  Lord  Dudley  Stuart,  to  express  their 
sense  of  his  great  services,  and  to  appoint  a  committee 
for  raising  funds  to  commemorate  those  services  by 
a  becoming  testimonial.  Sir  Benjamin  Hall  presided, 
and  Lord  Ebrington  and  M.  Kossuth  spoke  from  the 
platform.  A  committee  was  nominated  to  carry  out 
the  resolutions. 


Ofittuary  of  iBotaMc  $cr£cmS. 

Charlotte  Bronti,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  Bell  Nicliolls 
(known  to  the  public  by  her  literary  name  of  Cuner  liell), 
died  at  Haworth  Parsonage,  Yorkshire,  on  the  31st  ult. 

Robekt  Wallace,  Esq.,  formerly  member  for  Greenock, 
died  of  bronchitis,  at  Seafield  Cottage,  near  Greenock,  on  the 
1st  inst.,  aged  82. 

Viscount  Boyne  died  on  the  30th  ult..  in  his  7Sth  year. 

R.  C.  Carpenter,  Esq.,  the  eminent  architect,  died  on  the 
27th  ult.,  aged  43. 

Major-General  E.  J.  O'Brien  died  at  York  on  the  28th 
ult.,  aged  82. 

The  Arch-Duchess  Mary  Dorothy,  widow  of  the  Prince 
Palatine  Joseph,  has  died  at  Buda,  aged  58. 

The  Hereditary  Princess  of  Saxe-Meiningen  died  sud- 
denly on  the  30th  ult. ,  in  her  23rd  year. 

Lady  Cotton,  widow  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  died 
on  the  l'-'th  bast.,  at  Madingley,  in  Cambridgeshire,  at  the 
great  age  of  02.  Her  death  was  accelerated  by  the  news  that 
her  own  nephew,  and  the  husband  of  her  niece,  had  died  in 
the  Crimea ;  and  that  two  of  her  grandsons— sons  of  Lady 
King — were  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  war. 

Sir  Henry  dk  la  Beche  died  suddenly  from  au  attack  of 
paralysis  on  the  13th  inst.,  agetl  59. 

M.  Ducos,  the  French  Minister  of  Marine,  died  in  Paris  on 
the  17th  inst. 

M.  Alonzo,  formerly  Minister  of  Justice  iu  Spain,  died  at 
Madrid  on  the  12th  inst. 
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COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  dates  from  Bombay  by  the'Overland  Mail  are  to 
the  18th  of  March.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
intelligence  from  India: — "  Mr.  Lawrence  has  gone  to 
Peshawur  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Dost  Mahomed. 
Lord  Dalhousie  was  at  the  Nielgherries.  The  reorgan- 
isation of  the  Military  Departments  is  complete,  and  the 
system  works  admirably.     All   usury-laws   throughout 


India  have  been  abolished.     The  natives  are  petitioning 
the  Council  for  an  act  to  prevent  polygamy. 
"  No  intelligence  from  China." 


From  our  other  colonies  and  dependencies  there  has 
been  little  intelligence  during  this  month,  and  it  has 
been  destitute  of  interest. 


NAEKATIVE  OF  FOKEIGN  EVENTS. 


The  official  intelligence  from  the  army  before  Sebas- 
topol  was  brought  down  in  our  last  number  to  the  10th 
of  March.  In  his  next  despatch,  on  the  13th,  Lord 
Raglan  speaks  principally  of  the  progress  of  the  Russians 
in  pushing  forward  their  advanced  works.  They  were 
endeavouring  to  erect  a  battery  on  a  small  eminence 
called  "  the  mamelon  "  in  front  of  the  besiegers'  position. 
"  The  enemy,"  Lord  Raglan  says,  "  commenced  work- 
ing upon  the  mamelon  in  front  of  the  tower  of  Malakoff 
in  the  night  of  Friday ;  but  the  nature  of  the  work, 
from  the  thickness  of  the  atmosphere,  could  not  be  dis- 
tinguished. Great  progress,  however,  had  been  per- 
ceived on  Sunday ;  and  that  night  a  strong  working 
party  of  the  British  troops  was  occupied  in  commencing 
a  parallel  from  the  advanced  point  of  our  right  attack, 
with  a  view  to  form  a  junction  with  the  corresponding 
parallel  to  be  made  on  their  side  by  the  French,  who 
began  it  on  the  following  evening  ;  and  much  was  done 
to  forward  the  operation  before  daylight  this  morning, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  object  will  be  completed  to- 
night." 

Under  date  17th  he  continues  to  report — 
"The  progress  of  the  parallel,  which  I  reported  to 
your  lordship  in  my  despatch  of  the  13th  instant, 
has  not  been  as  rapid  as  was  anticipated  ;  the 
ground  being  extremely  rocky,  and  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  cover  consequently  excessive,  and  ren- 
dering it  almost  impossible  to  carry  on  the  operation 
during  the  day.  Both  the  English  and  the  French 
have  now,  however,  succeeded  in  establishing  the 
communication  between  them.  Her  Majesty's  troops 
have  not  been  assailed ;  but  our  allies  have  been 
kept  constantly  in  action  ;  and  they  have  succeeded  in 
driving  the  enemy  from  the  rifle-pits,  in  which  they  had 
established  themselves  in  their  immediate  front,  with 
distinguished  gallantry  and  great  perseverance.  They, 
however,  have  sustained  some  loss,  though  not  equal  to 
that  which  they  have  inflicted  upon  their  opponents.  A 
steady  fire  has  been  maintained  upon  the  mamelon  in 
the  occupation  of  the  enemy,  from  the  guns  in  our 
right  attack;  and  the  practice  of  both  the  navy  and 
the  artillery  has  been  conspicuously  good,  and  reflects 
the  highest  credit  on  those  branches  of  her  Majesty's 
service." 

Corresponding  accounts  are  given  in  the  despatches 
of  General  Canrobert. 

These  operations  of  both  parties  have  been  attended 
with  several  desperate  conflicts.  In  pushing  forward 
their  advances,  the  Russians  dug  and  covered  a  number 
of  "rifle-pits,"  or  holes  protected  by  sand-bags  and  em- 
bankments, to  serve  as  cover  for  their  riflemen.  The 
possession  of  these  rifle-pits  became  the  subject  of  con- 
tention between  the  Russians  and  the  French.  Lord 
Raglan,  in  a  despatch  of  March  20th  says : — "  The  con- 
test of  the  French  with  the  enemy  for  the  possession  of 
the  rifle-pits  in  their  immediate  front  was  renewed  after 
dark  on  that  night  [the  17th  March],  and  was  continued 
for  several  hours,  the  fire  being  excessively  heavy,  par- 
ticularly of  musketry  ;  and  considerable  loss  must  have 
been  sustained  by  our  allies,  I  fear,  as  well  as  by  the 
enemy,  who  continue  to  hold  the  ambuscades  :  but  the 
French  persevere,  notwithstanding,  in  working  forward, 
and  are  approaching  the  mamelon  on  which  the  Russians 
are  busily  engaged  in  building  a  formidable  work, 
though  frequently  interrupted  by  our  batteries  and  those 
of  the  French.  On  the  night  of  the  17th  the  English 
parallels  were  not  attacked  :    but  the  fire  to  which  I 


have  above  alluded  was  so  continuous,  that  the  whole 
force  was  either  under  arms  or  ready  to  turn  out." 

This  contest  was  bloody.  The  French  force  consisted 
of  700  men ;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  dark  they  advanced 
upon  the  pits,  creeping  along  the  ground  when  dis- 
covered, and  firing  and  dashing  on  with  the  bayonet 
when  sufficiently  near  to  use  that  weapon  with  effect. 
In  this  way,  but  losing  men  fast,  the  French  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  first  line  of  pits  upon  the  second.  Un- 
able to  hold  the  ground,  however,  they  fell  back 
fighting  ;  and  meeting  on  their  way  800  fresh  men  sent  to 
aid  the  attack,  they  returned  to  the  charge.  By  this 
time  the  whole  of  the  British  and  the  French  divisions, 
alarmed  by  the  rolling  fire  of  musketry,  were  all  under 
arms,  and  in  readiness  for  a  general  attack.  The 
firing'and  onset  of  the  French  were  so  steady  that  they 
carried  the  first  and  part  of  the  second  line  ;  but  once 
more  the  heavy  vollies  of  the  Russian  infantry  compelled 
the  French  to  give  ground  :  the  Russians  twice  followed 
them  in  their  retreat  up  to  the  French  lines,  and  were 
twice  driven  back  ;  the  whole  affair  winding  up  with  a 
cannonade.  On  the  succeeding  nights  the  French  kept 
up  a  heavy  fire  of  shells  on  the  spot  where  it  was  sup- 
posed the  Russians  were  constructing  works ;  and 
during  the  days  a  British  mortar  made  splendid  practice 
among  the  rifle-pits  in  advance  of  Malakoff,  sweeping 
them  down  and  driving  out  their  occupants. 

Thus  matters  proceeded  till  the  22nd  of  March.  On 
the  night  of  that  day  a  sortie  was  made  by  the  Russians 
on  the  French  lines  in  front  of  the  Malakoff  tower ; 
but  it  was  vigorously  repulsed  by  the  French  and 
English  after  an  obstinate  fight,  and  with  serious  loss 
on  both  sides.  The  particulars  of  this  affair  are  given 
by  Lord  Raglan  in  a  despatch,  dated  March  20th. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  the  French  troops  in 
the  advanced  parallel  moved  forward,  and  drove  the 
enemy  out  of  the  rifle  pits  in  their  immediate  front,  but 
nothing  of  any  importance  occurred  during  the  day. 
Early  in  the  night,  however,  a  serious  attack  was  made 
upon  the  works  of  our  allies  in  front  of  the  Victoria 
redoubt,  opposite  the  Malakoff  tower.  The  night  was 
very  dark,  and  the  wind  so  high,  that  the  firing  which 
took  place,  and  which  was  very  heavy,  could  scarcely 
be  heard  in  the  British  camp  ;  it  is  therefore  difficult  to 
speak  with  certainty  of  what  occurred  from  anything 
that  could  be  heard  or  observed  at  the  moment.  It 
appears,  however,  that  the  Russians,  after  attacking  the 
head  of  the  sap  which  the  French  are  carrying  on 
towards  the  mamelon,  fell  with  two  heavy  masses  on 
their  new  parallel,  to  the  rear  of  which  they  succeeded 
in  penetrating  and  momentarily  possessing  themselves 
of,  after  a  gallant  resistance  on  the  part  of  our  allies. 
Having  broken  through,  they  passed  along  the  parallel 
and  in  rear  of  it,  until  they  came  in  contact  with  the 
troops  stationed  in  our  advanced  parallel  extending  into 
the  ravine,  from  the  right  of  our  advance,  where  it 
connects  with  the  French  trench.  The  enemy  was  here 
met  by  detachments  of  the  77th  and  97th  Regiments, 
forming  part  of  the  guard  of  the  trenches,  who,  although 
thus  taken  suddenly  both  in  flank  and  rear,  behaved 
with  the  utmost  gallantry  and  coolness.  The  detach- 
ments of  the  97th,  which  was  on  the  extreme  right,  and 
which  consequently  first  came  in  contact  with  the 
enemy,  repulsed  the  attack  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
They  were  led  by  Captain  Vicars,  who,  unfortunately, 
lost  his  life  on  the  occasion ;  and  I  am  assured  that 
nothing  could  be  more  distinguished  than  the  gallantry 
and  good  example  which  he  set  to  the  detachment  under 


90 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NARRATIVE. 


[April,  1S55. 


his  command.  The  conduct  of  the  detachment  of  the 
77th  was  equally  distinguished ;  and  the  firmness  and 
promptitude  with  which  the  attack  in  this  part  of  our 
works  was  met,  were  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to 
that  regiment.  These  troops  were  under  the  direction 
of  Major  Gordon,  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  who  was 
wounded  on  the  occasion  so  severely,  as  for  some  time, 
I  fear,  to  deprive  the  army  of  the  benefit  of  his  valuable 
services.  The  attention  of  the  troops  in  our  advanced 
works  having  been  by  these  transactions  drawn  to  the 
right,  the  enemy  took  occasion  to  move  upon,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  penetrating  into,  the  left  front  of  our  right 
attack,  near  the  battery  where  two  10-inch  mortars  have 
recently  been  placed.  They  advanced  along  the  works 
until  they  were  met  by  a  detachment  of  the  7th  and 
34th  Regiments,  which  had  been  at  work  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, under  the  direction  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Tyldeu, 
of  the  Royal  Engineers,  who  promptly  made  them  stand 
to  their  .arms,  and  led  them  with  the  greatest  deter- 
mination and  steadiness  against  the  enemy,  who  were 
speedily  ejected  from  the  works,  and  fairly  pitched  over 
the  parapet,  with  but  little  or  no  firing  on  our  part. 
Lieut. -Colonel'fylden  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
conduct  of  the  troops  on  this  occasion,  and  particularly 
of  that  of  Lieut.  Marsh,  Acting  Adjutant  of  the  33rd 
Regiment,  whose  services  and  activity  throughout  the 
night  were  very  useful  to  him.  Captain  the  Hon. 
Cavendish  Brown,  of  the  7th,  and  Lieut.  Jordan,  of  the 
34th  Regiment,  were  unfortunately  killed  in  this  attack, 
after  displaying  the  most  distinguished  gallantry ;  and 
Lieut.  M'Henry,  of  the  former  regiment,  was  wounded, 
but  I  hope  not  very  severely.  Lieut. -Colonel  Kelly,  of 
the  34th  Regiment,  who  commanded  in  the  trenches,  is, 
I  regret  to  have  to  add,  missing.  The  French,  in 
retiring  from  their  advanced  parallel  upon  their  sup- 
ports, speedily  rallied,  and  fell  upon  the  enemy,  whom 
they  repulsed  with  great  loss,  and  followed  so  far  up 
towards  the  mamelon,  that  they  were  enabled  to  level 
and  destroy  nearly  all  ihe  '  ambuscades'  or  '  rifle  con- 
cealments '  erected  along  their  front.  I  fear,  however, 
that  this  success  has  not  been  accomplished  without 
considerable  loss  on  their  part,  although  that  of  the 
enemy  is  much  greater.  Yesterday  the  whole  of  the 
ground  between  the  posts  of  the  two  armies  was  covered 
with  their  dead,  amounting  to  several  hundreds,  besides 
those  which  they  had  undoubtedly  carried  off  before 
daylight.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  enemy  in  great  num- 
bers found  their  way  into  the  advanced  batteries  on  our 
extreme  left,  which  are  not  yet  armed,  and  momentarily 
got  possession  of  them.  The  working  parties  were, 
however,  speedily  collected  and  re-formed  by  Captain 
Chapman,  of  the  20th  Regiment,  Acting  Engineer,  and 
they  at  once  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  trenches  with 
the  utmost  gallantry.  Captain  Montagu,  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  who  was  superintending  the  works,  unfor- 
tunately fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  enclose 
the  return  of  casualties  to  the  22nd  inclusive.  The 
wind  is  excessively  high,  but  the  weather  is  in  other 
respects  fine." 

General  Canrobert,  in  his  despatch  giving  an  account 
of  this  affair,  points  out  the  momentous  character  of  the 
struggle.  "This  operation,"  he  says,  "of  the  besieged 
has  differed  completely  from  all  those  which  he  has 
hitherto  attempted  against  our  works.  In  order  to 
insure  its  success,  and  notwithstanding  the  strength  of 
the  garrison,  considerable  as  that  is,  he  brought  up 
from  without,  two  regiments  (eight  battalions)  of  fresh 
troops  (those  of  Dnieper  and  Ouglitch).  It  was  a 
species  of  general  assault  against  our  lines  of  communi- 
cation ;  and  the  combination  appeared  uncommonly 
well  devised  for  obtaining  a  great  result.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the  besieged  ought  to 
be  estimated  by  the  greatness  of  the  object  he  had  in 
view.  The  prisoners  we  have  made  state  that  his  loss 
has  been  enormous  ;  and,  taking  into  account  the 
masses  he  employed,  we  think  that  this  combat, 
irregular  as  all  nocturnal  combats  are,  and  the  firing  at 
which  lasted  several  hours,  must  have  cost  him  at  least 
from  1000  to  1200  men.  The  ground  in  front  of  our 
parallels  is  strewed  with  the  dead  ;  and  General  Osten- 
Sacken  has  just  demanded  of  us  an  armistice,  which  has 
been  granted  and  fixed  for  to-morow,  in  order  that  the 
last  honours  may  be  paid  to  the  fallen." 


The  correspondent  of  the  Times,  writing  on  the  23rd, 
gives  the  following  particulars  of  this  night-battle  : — 
"Between  11  and  12  o'clock  last  night  columns  of 
Russian  infantry  came  suddenly  upon  the  men  in  our 
advanced  trenches,  and  rushed  in  upon  them  on  the 
right  with  the  bayonet  before  we  were  quite  prepared 
to  receive  them.  When  they  were  first  discerned,  they 
were  close  at  hand,  and,  on  being  challenged,  they 
replied  with  the  universal  shibboleth,  'Bono  Franciz"' 
In  another  moment  they  were  bayonetting  our  men, 
who  had  barely  time  to  snatch  their  arms  and  defend 
themselves.  Taken  at  a  great  disadvantage,  and 
pressed  by  superior  numbers,  our  men  met  the  assault 
with  undaunted  courage,  and  drove  the  Russians  out  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  after  a  smart  fire.  The 
Russians  pursued  by  our  shot,  retired  under  cover  of 
the  batteries. — The  attack  seems  to  have  been  general 
along  the  line.  At  half-past  8  o'clock  last  night  the 
French  batteries  began  to  shell  the  town,  while  their 
rockets  were  poured  every  five  minutes  in  streams  into 
the  place.  At  10  o'clock,  our  sentries  in  advance  of 
Chapman's  attack  gave  notice  that  the  Russians  were  as- 
sembling in  force  in  front  of  the  works.  The  20th,  21st, 
and  the  57th  Regiments  were  in  the  trenches  on  the 
left  attack,  and  they  were,  to  a  certain  extent,  prepared 
for  the  assault  of  the  enemy.  About  the  same  time  the 
French  on  the  right  of  our  right  attack,  which  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  left  attack  by  a  deep  ravine,  were  assailed 
by  masses  of  the  enemy.  As  our  allies  were  hardly 
pressed,  orders  were  given  to  advance  the  troops  in  a 
portion  of  the  trenches,  consisting  of  a  part  of  the  Light 
Division,  to  their  support.  On  the  left  attack  the 
Russians,  advancing  with  impetuosity  through  a  weak 
part  of  the  defence,  turned  the  third  parallel,  and  took 
it  in  reverse.  They  killed  and  wounded  some  of  our 
men,  and  had  advanced  to  the  second  parallel,  when  our 
covering  party  and  the  men  in  the  trenches  of  the  bat- 
teries came  down  upon  them  and  drove  them  over  the 
works  after  a  sharp  conflict.     The  20th  Regiment  lost 

2  men  killed,  6  wounded  badly,  and  3  mi'sing.  The  57th 
lost  3  killed,  4  wounded,  and  18  missing.     The  21st  lost 

3  killed,  5  wounded,  and  1  missing.  These  are  the 
returns,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  the  truth  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning,  but  it  is  probable  that  some  of  the 
missing  men  will  turn  up,  as  these  regiments  have  not 
yet  come  out  of  the  trenches.  On  the  right  the  attack 
was  more  serious  and  sudden.  Our  men  had  been 
ordered  out  to  the  support  of  the  French  from  one  part 
of  their  lines,  and  while  they  were  away,  the  Russians 
came  up  to  the  flank  of  the  works,  and  took  them  in 
reverse,  so  that  they  had  to  fight  their  way  back  to  get 
to  their  position.  The  gallant  old  7th  Fusiliers  had  to 
run  the  gauntlet  of  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  whom 
they  drove  back  a  lafourchette.  One  brave  young  fellow, 
the  Hon.  Cavendish  Browne,  of  the  7th,  was  killed. 
Two  or  three  musket-balls  passed  through  his  body.  The 
34th  Regiment  had  an  enormous  force  to  contend 
against,  and  as  their  brave  Colonel,  Kelly,  was  leading 
them  on,  he  was  shot  down,  and  carried  off  by  the 
enemy.  His  dead  body  was  found  outside  the  trenches 
this  morning.  The  77th  behaved  most  gallantly,  and 
the  97th  proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  position  in 
the  glorious  old  Light  Division.  In  the  midst  of  the 
fight,  Major  Gordon,  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  displayed 
that  cool  courage  and  presence  of  mind  which  never  for- 
sake him.  With  a  little  switch  in  his  hand,  he  encou- 
raged the  men  to  defend  the  trenches,  and,  standing  up 
on  the  top  of  the  parapet,  all  unarmed  as  he  was,  he 
hurled  down  stones  on  the  Russians.  He  was  struck  by 
a  ball,  which  passed  through  the  lower  part  of  his  arm, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  received  a  bullet  through  the 
shoulder.  We  are  all  rejoiced  that  he  is  not  dangerously 
wounded,  and  that  the  army  will  not  long  be  deprived 
of  his  services.  After  an  hour's  fight  the  enemy  were 
driven  back,  but  we  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  the  follow- 
ing officers,  killed,  wounded,  or  missing  : — Colonel  Kelly, 
34th  Regiment,  killed  ;  Lieutenant  Jordan,  97th  Regi- 
ment, killed;  Captain  Cavendish  Browne,  7th  Regiment, 
killed;  Lieutenant  Vicars,  97th  Regiment,  wounded  ; 
Captain  Montague,  Royal  Engineers,  missing;  and 
Major  Gordon,  Royal  Engineers,  wounded." 

It   was    afterwards   discovered   that   Colonel    Kelly, 
supposed  to  have  been  killed,  had  been  taken  prisoner 
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by  the   Russians  after  being   wounded.     Some  further 
details,  of  great  interest,   are  given  of  this  memorable 
conflict.     "  When  the  mortar  battery,"  says  the  Times 
correspondent,  "  was  carried  by  an  enormous  force  of  the 
enemy,  they  held  it  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  were 
dislodged  by  a  handful  of  men,  who,  according  to  the 
statements  made  to  me,  displayed  the  utmost  gallantry 
and  daring.      Our   men   do   not  relish  night  lighting. 
They  would  sooner  meet  10,000  Russians  by  day,  than 
2000  in  the  dark,  but  the  circumstances  attending  this 
act  evince  the  greatest  coolness  and  bravery  on  the  part 
of  the  men  and  officers  engaged  in  it.     At  the  time  the 
heavy  fire  between  the  French  and  Russians  was  going 
on  a  portion  of  the  90th  Regiment  were  employed  on 
fatigue  duty  on  the  right  of  the  new  advanced  works  on 
our  right  attack.     They  were  in  the  act  of  returning  to 
their  posts  in  the  Gordon  .battery  just  at  the  moment 
the   heavy   firing    on   the   right   had   ceased,   when    a 
scattered  irregular  fusilade  commenced  in  the  dark  on 
the  left   of  their  position  close  to  the  mortar  battery. 
Captain  Vaughton,  who  commanded  the  party  of  the 
90th,   ordered   his  men  to  advance  along   the  covered 
way  to  the  works.     They  moved  up  in  double  time,  and 
found  the  Russians  in  complete  possession  of  the  mortar 
battery.     The  90th  at  once  opened  as   heavy  a  fire  of 
musketry  as  they  could  upon  the  enemy,  who  returned 
it,   but  the    coolness   and  steadiness  of  our   men  were 
giving  us  the  advantage,  when  an  alarm  was  given  that 
our  men  were  firing  on  the  French ;  but  the  mistake 
was  speedily  discovered  by  the  enemy's  fire  being  poured 
in  with  more  deadly  effect,  and  the  small  party  of  the 
90th    were    thrown     into     great     confusion.      Captain 
Vaughton  at  this  moment  shouted,  '  Men  of  the  90th 
follow    me  !  '    and    Sergeant    Henry   Clarke,    Sergeant 
Brittle,  a  sergeant  of  the  7th  Fusiliers,  about  fourteen 
men  of  the  90th,  and  a  few  of  the  7th,  dashed   out  of 
the   confused   ranks,  and  rushed  right  into  the  mortar 
battery.     In  a  few  moments  these  brave  fellows  drove  the 
enemy  beyond  the  first  traverse,  and  at  the  narrow  way 
leading  into  the  second  traverse  they  made  a  stand,  and 
opened  a  heavy  flanking  fire  on  the  parapet,  over  which 
the  Russians  were  making  determined  efforts  to  come 
upon  them.     The  narrow  pass  was  meantime  defended 
by  the  sergeants  and  a  few  men,  who  delivered  fire  as 
fast  as  they  could  load  right  into  the  Russians,   who 
gradually  began  to  give  way.     With  a  loud  '  hurrah  ' 
the  gallant  little  band  sprang  with  the   bayonet  upon 
the  enemy,  who  at  once  precipitately  retired  over  the 
parapet,  followed  by  our  rifle  balls,  which  were  poured 
in  upon  them  incessantly,  till  every  round  in  the  men's 
pouches  was  expended.     In  order  to  keep  up  the  fire, 
the  men   groped  about  among  the  dead  Russians,  and 
exhausted   all   the   cartridges  they   could   find   in   the 
enemy's  pouches.     At  the  first   charge  at  the   Mortar 
Battery   the   Russian  leader,    who  wore   an   Albanian 
costume,    and  whose   gallantry  was  most  conspicuous, 
fell   dead.     As   an   act   of  justice,    the   names   of    the 
officers  and    men  of  the  party  of   the  90th  Regiment 
whose  conduct  was  distinguished  in  this  affair  should 
be   recorded.      They   are — Clarke,    Brittle,   and   Essex 
(sergeants),    Caruthers,    severely    wounded    (corporal), 
Fare,  Walsh,  Nicholson  (wounded),  and  Nash.     Cap- 
tain Vaughton  received  a  severe  contusion  in  the  affair. 
The  courage  displayed  by  Captain  Cavendish  Browne, 
of  the  7th,  in   another  part   of  the  works,   was   most 
conspicuous.     He  was  severely  wounded   at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attack,  but  he  refused  to  go  to  the  rear, 
though  nearly  fainting  from  loss  of  blood.     He  led  on 
his  men,  encouraging  them  by  voice  and  gesture,  to  the 
front.     When  his  body  was  found,  it  lay  far  in  advance 
of  our  line,  with  three  balls   in  the  chest.     The  77th 
Regiment     behaved    admirably,     and     Major-General 
Codrington    has    communicated   to   the   88ih    (and    I 
believe  to  the   other  regiments  of  the  brigade  of  the 
Light  Division  engaged)  the  satisfaction  of  Sir  George 
Brown  at  their  gallant  conduct.     It  is  not  known  how 
many  Albanian  chiefs  there  were   with  the  Russians, 
but  certainly  the  two  who  were  killed  led  them  on  with 
intrepidity  and  ferocious  courage.     One  of  them,  who 
struggled  into  the  battery  in  spite  of  a  severe  wound, 
while  his  life-blood  was  ebbing  fast,  rushed  at  a  powder 
barrel  and  fired  his  pistol  into  it  before  he  fell.     Fortu- 
nately the  powder  did  not  explode,  as  the  fire  did  not 


go  through  the  wood.  Another  charged,  with  a  cimetar 
in  one  hand  and  a  formidable  curved  blade,  which  he 
used  as  a  dagger,  in  the  other,  right  into  our  ranks 
twice,  and  fell  dead  the  second  time,  perforated  with 
balls  and  bayonets.  They  were  magnificently  dressed, 
and  it  is  supposed  they  were  men  of  rank." 

On  the  21th  of  March  there  was  an  armistice  of  two 
hours,  to  bury  the  slain.  The  scene  is  described  by  the 
same  graphic  pen:  — 

"  It  was  arranged  that  two  hours  should  be  granted 
for  collecting  and   carrying   away  the   dead  bodies  on 
both  sides.     The  news  spread  through  the  camps  ;    and 
the  races  which  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique  had  got  up  in 
excellent  style  were  much  shorn  of  their  attractions  by 
the  opportunity  afforded  us  of  meeting  our  enemies  on 
neutral  ground.      All  the  ravines  leading  to  the  front 
trenches  were  crowded  with  officers  hastening  on  horse 
and  foot  down  to  the  scene  of  so  much  hard  fighting. 
The  crests  of  the  hills  and  the  slopes  in  front  of  the 
batteries  were  covered  with  men  ;    and  they  dotted  the 
deadly  interval  between  the  batteries,  which  had  been 
before  occupied   alone  by  thousands  of  tons  of  shot  and 
fragments  of  shell  discharged  by  French  and  English 
and   Russians  during  this  protracted  siege.      The  day 
was  beautifully  bright  and  warm.      White  flags  waved 
gently  in  the  faint  spring  breeze  above  the  embrasures 
of  our  batteries,   and  from  the  round  tower  and  ma- 
melon.     Not  a  soul  had  been  visible  in  front  of  the 
lines  an  instant  before  the  emblems  of  peace  were  run 
up  to  the  flagstaff's  ;  and  a  sullen  gun  from  the  mamelon 
and  a  burst  of  smoke  from  Gordon's  batteries  had  but  a 
short  time  previously  heralded  the  armistice.      The  in- 
stant the  flags  were   hoisted,   friend  and  foe  swarmed 
out  of  the  embrasures.     The  riflemen  of  the  allies  and 
of  the  enemy  rose  from  their  lairs  in  the  rifle-pits,  and 
sauntered  towards    each   other   to   behold    their   grim 
handiwork.       The   whole   of  the   space    between    the 
Russian  lines  and  our  own  was  filled  with  groups  of  un- 
armed soldiery.      Passing  down  by  the  middle  picket 
ravine,    which    is    now  occupied    by  the  French,  and 
which  runs  down  in  front  of  the  Light  Division  camp, 
I  came  out  upon  the  advanced  French  trench,  within  a 
few  hundred   yards  of  the  mamelon.      The  sight  was 
strange   beyond    description.       French,    English,    and 
Russian  officers,  were  walking  about  saluting  each  other 
courteously  as  they  passed,  and  occasionally  entering  into 
conversation  ;  and  a  constant  interchange  of  little  civili- 
ties, such  as  offering  and  receiving  cigar-lights  was  going 
on  in  each  little  group.      Some  of  the  Russian  officers 
were  evidently  men  of  high  rank  and  breeding.     Their 
polished  manners  contrasted  remarkably  with  their  plain 
and  rather  coarse  clothing.     They  wore,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  invariable  long  grey  coat  over  their  uni- 
forms.    The  French  officers  were  all  en  grande  tenue, 
and  offered   a   striking   contrast  to  many  of  our   own 
officers,   who  were  dressed   a   la   Balaklava,  and   wore 
uncouth   head-dresses,    catskin   coats,    and   nondescript 
paletots.     Many  of  the  Russians  looked  remarkably  like 
English  gentlemen  in  '  style  '  of  face  and  bearing.     One 
tall,  fine-looking  old  man,  with  a  long  grey  beard  and 
strangely-shaped  cap,  was  pointed  out  to  us  as  Hetman 
of  the  Cossacks  in  the  Crimea  ;  but  it  did  not  appear  as 
if  there  were  many  men  of  high  military  rank  present. 
The  Russians  were  rather  grave  and  reserved ;  but  they 
seem  to  fraternise  with  the  French  better  than  with  our- 
selves, and  the  men  certainly  got  on   better  with  our 
allies  than  with  the  few  privates  of  our  own  regiments 
who  were  down  towards  the  front.     But  while  all  this 
civility  was  going  on,  we  were  walking  among  the  dead, 
over  blood-stained   ground,  covered   with  evidences  of 
recent  fight.  Broken  muskets,  bayonets,  cartouch-boxes, 
caps,  fragments  of  clothing,  straps  and  belts,   pieces  of 
shell,  little  pools  of  clotted  blood,  shot,  round  and  grape, 
shattered  gabions  and  sandbags,  were  visible  around  us 
on  every  side  ;    and  through  the  midst  of  the  crowd 
stalked    a   solemn  procession  of  soldiers  bearing  their 
departed    comrades    to    their   long    home.      I   counted 
seventy-seven  litters  borne  past  me  in  fifteen  minutes, 
each  filled  with  a  dead  enemy.     The  contortions  of  the 
slain   were  horrible,  and  recalled  the  memories  of  the 
fields  of  Alma  and  Inkermann.     Some  few  French  were 
lying  far  in  advance  towards  the  mamelon  and  Round 
Tower,  among   the   gabions   belonging  to  the   French 
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advanced  trenches,  which  the  Russians  had  broken  down. 
They  had  evidently  been  slain  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
The  Russians  appeared  to  treat  their  dead  with  great 
respect.  The  soldiers  I  saw  were  white-faced,  and 
seemed  ill-fed,  though  many  of  them  had  powerful 
frames,  square  shoulders,  and  broad  chests.  AH  their 
dead  who  fell  within  and  near  our  lines  were  stripped  of 
boots  and  stockings.  The  cleanliness  of  their  feet,  and, 
in  most  cases,  of  their  coarse  linen  shirts,  was  remark- 
able. Several  sailors  of  the  'equipages'  of  the  fleet  of 
Sebastopol  were  killed  in  the  attack.  They  were  generally 
muscular,  fine  stout  fellows,  with  rough,  soldierly  faces. 
The  Russians  carried  off  all  the  dead  which  lay  outside 
our  lines  to  the  town,  passing  down  between  the  mamelon 
and  the  Round  Tower.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  stern 
evidence  of  war,  a  certain  amount  of  lively  conversation 
began  to  spring  up,  in  which  the  Russian  officers  indulged 
in  a  little  badinage.  Some  of  them  asked  our  officers 
'  when  we  were  coming  in  to  take  the  place  ? '  others, 
'  when  we  thought  of  going  away  ? '  Some  congratu- 
lated us  upon  the  excellent  opportunity  we  had  of 
getting  a  good  look  at  Sebastopol,  as  the  chance 
of  a  nearer  view,  except  on  similar  occasions,  was 
not,  in  their  opinion,  very  probable.  One  officer 
asked  a  private  confidentially,  in  English,  now  many 
men  we  sent  into  the  trenches  ?  '  Begorra,  only 
seven  thousand  a  night,  and  a  wake  covering  party 
of  ten  thousand,'  was  the  ready  reply.  The  officer 
laughed,  and  turned  away.  At  one  time  a  Russian 
with  a  litter  stopped  by  a  dead  body,  and  put  it 
into  the  litter.  He  looked  round  for  a  comrade  to 
help  him.  A  Zouave  at  once  advanced  with  much 
grace  and  lifted  it,  to  the  infinite  amusement  of  the 
bystanders;  but  the  joke  was  not  long-lived,  as  a 
Russian  brusquely  came  up  and  helped  to  carry  off 
his  dead  comrade.  In  the  town  we  could  see  large 
bodies  of  soldiery  in  the  streets,  assembled  at  the 
corners,  and  in  the  public  places.  Probably  they 
were  ordered  out  to  make  a  show  of  their  strength. 
The  Russians  denied  that  Prince  MenschikofF  was 
dead,  but  they  admitted  that  Admiral  Isturmin  was 
killed.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  officers  engaged 
in  the  destruction  of  the  Turkish  fleet  at  Sinope; 
and  the  Czar  had  rewarded  him  by  giving  an  order  of 
St.  George  of  higher  distinction  than  that  worn  by 
Prince  Menschikofl',  and  of  a  class  which  is  generally 
accorded  only  to  successful  generals  who  have  conducted 
an  army  and  closed  a  triumphant  campaign.  A  dis- 
tinguished-looking man,  who  complained  that  he  was 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  his  cruise  in  his  yacht  this  year 
by  the  war,  was  pointed  out  to  us  as  Prince  Bariatinski. 
Owing  to  some  misunderstanding  or  other,  a  little  fusil- 
lade began  among  the  riflemen  on  the  left  during  the 
armistice,  and  disturbed  our  attention  for  a  moment  ; 
but  it  was  soon  terminated.  General  Bosquet  and 
several  officers  of  rank  of  the  allied  army  visited  the 
trenches  during  the  armistice  ;  and  staff-officers  were 
present  on  both  sides  to  see  that  the  men  did  not  go  out 
of  bounds.  The  armistice  was  over  about  three  o'clock. 
Scarcely  had  the  white  flag  disappeared  behind  the 
parapet  of  the  mamelon  before  a  round-shot  from  the 
sailors'  battery  went  slap  through  one  of  the  embra- 
sures of  the  Russian  work,  and  dashed  up  a  great  pillar 
of  earth  inside.  The  Russians  at  once  replied,  and  the 
noise  of  cannon  soon  re-echoed  through  the  ravines. 
It  was  curious  to  observe  the  masses  of  shot  and  shell 
in  the  ravines  which  had  been  fired  by  the  enemy  at  our 
men  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  trenches.  It  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  see  us,  but  they  poured  their  shot 
and  shell  right  into  the  path  from  the  Round  Tower, 
the  mamelon,  and  the  ships." 

Captain  Hill,  of  the  89th  lost  his  life  by  an  un- 
fortunate accident.  Proceeding  to  post  his  pickets  in 
advance  of  the  extreme  left,  Captain  Hill  got  too  near 
the  Russians  ;  he  replied  in  French  to  their  challenge, 
thinking  they;  were  French ;  two  fired,  and  Captain 
Hill  fell,  wounded.  The  two  or  three  men  with  him 
ran  back  for  assistance;  but  when  they  returned,  his 
body  had  been  removed.  Another  officer  lost  his  life 
through  an  unfortunate  mistake.  On  the  night  of  the 
17th,  Dr.  Leblanc,  surgeon  of  the  9th  regiment,  left  his 
tent,  and,  as  he  was  near-sighted,  it  is  supposed  that  he 
lost  his  way.     He  reached  the  French  camp ;  and,  not 


answering  the  "qui  vie"  of  the  sentinel,  he  was  shot 
dead.  General  Canrobert  wrote  to  Lord  Raglan 
expressing  great  sorrow  for  this  unhappy  occurrence. 

In  this  manner  things  went  on  till  the  9th  instant, 
when  the  long  expected  bombardment  commenced.  The 
French  and  English  approaches  had  been  carried  nearer 
and  nearer  the  Russian  lines  ;  a  constant  fire  had  been 
kept  up  on  both  sides,  with  several  bloody  conflicts  in 
the  trenches.  One  of  these  was  brought  about  by  the 
meeting  of  two  adverse  working  parties  in  front  of  the 
right  attack  ;  which  shows  the  fatal  proximity  of  the 
rival  armies.  Assailed  by  a  very  superior  force,  the 
English  managed,  nevertheless,  to  defeat  their  op- 
ponents, but  with  a  loss  to  themselves  of  one  officer — 
Lieutenant  "  Inkerman"  Jones  of  the  Seventh,  and  37 
killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  is  computed  at 
150.  M.  St.  Laurent,  commanding  the  French  En- 
gineers on  the  right  attack,  and  Captain  Bainbridge, 
Royal  Engineers,  have  been  killed,  the  former  by  a  rifle, 
the  latter  by  a  shell.  There  are  despatches  from 
Lord  Raglan  to  Lord  Panmure,  dated  respectively  the 
3rd  and  7th  instant,  and  enclosing  reports  from  Dr. 
Hall,  and  the  usual  return  of  casualties.  Dr.  Hall 
reports  a  marked  improvement  in  the  health  of  the 
troops.  Hospital  preparations  for  a  "sudden  emer- 
gency "  had  been  made  both  in  the  camp  and  by  the 
sea  transport  service,  for  2080  men. 

"  Battalions  and  considerable  convoys,"  Lord  Raglan 
writes  on  the  7th,  "  have  entered  the  town,  and  other 
bodies  of  troops  have  been  seen  to  leave  the  north  side. 
The  garrison  has  been  constantly  engaged  in  adding  to 
the  works,  and  particularly  in  connecting  the  rifle-pits 
in  the  immediate  front  of  our  right  attack  ;  and,  as  we 
have  pushed  forward,  the  fire  upon  our  advance  has  oc- 
casioned more  loss,  I  deeply  regret  to  say,  than  we  have 
sustained  since  the  sortie  of  the  23rd  March." 

The  following  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  dated  the 
10th  instant,  gives  a  brief  account  of  the  opening  of  the 
bombardment. 

"  My  Lord, — In  accordance  with  the  arrangement 
made  between  General  Canrobert  and  myself,  the  bat- 
teries of  the  French  and  English  armies  opened- upon 
Sebastopol  soon  after  daylight  yesterday  morning.  The 
weather  was  extremely  unpropitious.  Much  rain  had 
fallen  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and  it  continued  during 
the  day,  accompanied  by  a  tempestuous  wind  and  a 
heavy  mist,  which  obscured  everything,  and  rendered  it 
impossible  to  ascertain,  with  any  "degree  of  accuracy,  the 
effect  of  the  fire,  which  has  been  continued  with  little 
or  no  interruption  from  the  commencement,  and  has 
been  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  who  were  evidently 
taken  by  surprise,  and,  except  upon  the  extreme  left, 
did  not  respond  to  the  attack  for  nearly  half  an  hour. 

"This  morning  has  been  hazy,  and  for  some  time  there 
was  a  drizzling  rain,  but  it  is  clearing  this  afternoon, 
and  there  is  again  a  prospect  of  fine  weather.  The 
country  yesterday  was  covered  with  water,  and  the 
ground  was  again  very  deep.  The  trenches  were  like- 
wise extremely  muddy,  and  their  condition  added 
greatly  to  the  labours  of  the  men  employed  in  the 
batteries,  who  consisted  chiefly  of  sailors,  artillerymen, 
and  sappers.  They  conducted  their  duties  admirably, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  two  former,  particularly 
the  navy,  sustained  considerable  loss. 

"  I  have  not  yet  received  the  returns  of  the  casualties 
beyond  the  9th  instant,  which  are  herewith  enclosed  ; 
but  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Twyford,  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  a  most  promising  officer,  and  greatly  respected  by 
all,  has  been  notified  to  me ;  and  Captain  Lord  John 
Hay,  who  has  taken  a  most  active  part  in  the  gallant 
and  distinguished  services  of  the  Naval  Brigade,  was 
wounded  almost  at  the  very  moment,  I  believe  by  the 
same  shot.  I  hope  the  injury  he  has  received  is  not 
very  serious,  but  the  loss  of  his  assistance,  even  for  a 
time,  is  much  to  be  regretted.  The  Russians  have  not 
shown  themselves  in  any  force  in  front  of  Balaklava." 

The  correspondent  of  the  Times,  writing  on  the  9th 
while  the  bombardment  was  going  on,  gives  a  description 
of  the  scene. 

"On  Easter  Sunday  (he  says)  the  French  had  grand 
mass  in  each  of  their  camps,  with  all  the  pomp  of 
military  bands,  and  divine  service  was  performed,  as 
usual,  in   each  of  the  English  divisions.     Our  sailors 
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brought  up  two  large  guns  to  the  front  with  great 
alacrity,  but  I  believe  it  was  not  found  possible  to 
assign  a  position  for  them.  Late  in  the  day,  hearing 
that  there  was  nothing  likely  to  take  place  on  Monday, 
I  left  the  front,  and  returned  to  Balaklava,  but  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  I  received  an  intimation  at  my 
quarters  that  fire  would  open  at  daybreak  the  following 
morning.  It  was  then  black  as  Erebus,  and  raining 
and  blowing  with  violence,  but  there  was  no  choice  for 
it  but  to  take  to  the  saddle  again,  and  try  to  make  one's 
way  to  the  front.  The  rain  fell  incessantly  and  heavily, 
and  the  wind  blew  with  violence  all  night.  At  4  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning  a  small  party,  disguised  in  water- 
proofs and  long  boots,  left  the  camp  for  the  front,  as  it 
was  quite  certain  that  orders  had  been  sent  to  the 
batteries  to  open  fire  at  daybreak.  The  horses  could 
scarcely  get  through  the  sticky  black  mud  into  which 
the  hard  dry  soil  had  been  turned  by  one  night's  rain, 
and,  although  it  was  early  dawn,  it  was  not  possible  to 
see  a  man  twenty  yards  off.  A  Scotch  mist,  mingled 
with  rain,  settled  down  on  the  whole  camp.  As  we 
approached  the  front  there  was  a  profound  silence 
in  the  camp.  Suddenly  three  guns  were  heard  on  the 
left  towards  the  French  lines,  and  the  whole  line  of  our 
batteries  opened  at  once.  The  volume  of  sound  was 
not  near  so  great  or  so  deafening  as  that  of  the  17th  of 
October,  and  the  state  of  the  weather  rendered  it  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  form  a  notion  of  the  gradual 
effect  of  our  fire,  so  that  the  most  interesting  portion  of 
the  day's  proceedings  was  lost.  Just  as  the  cannonade 
opened  the  sailors  came  streaming  over  the  hills  from  the 
batteries,  where  they  had  been  relieved,  and  a  few  men 
turned  out  of  the  huts  in  the  Third  Division  to  the 
front,  evidently  very  much  astonished  at  the  sudden 
opening  of  the  fire.  On  Cathcart's-hill  only  one  or  two 
officers  were  visible,  and  Sir  John  Campbell  and  an 
aide-de-camp  on  foot  in  front  of  the  general's  tent 
•watching  the  fire.  The  rain  then  descended  in  torrents, 
and,  as  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen,  heard,  or  learnt, 
everyone  withdrew  to  shelter  after  a  long  and  hopeless 
struggle  with  the  weather.  Colonel  Dacres  was  the 
only  officer  I  saw  out  in  front  of  Cathcart's-hill  when 
I  went  up,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  John  Campbell. 
General  Jones  visited  the  batteries  during  the  fire,  and 
Lord  Raglan,  I  presume,  stationed  himself  at  his 
favourite  place,  which  it  would  be  hazardous  to  mention, 
lest  the  siege  might  last  longer  than  we  hope,  whence 
he  can  get  a  fair  view  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  bat- 
teries in  fine  weather.  The  storm  was  so  heavy  that 
scarcely  a  soul  stirred  out  all  day.  It  was  dark  almost 
as  night.  About  five  o'clock  the  sun  slowly  descended 
into  a  rift  in  the  dark  grey  pall  which  covered  the  sky, 
and  cast  a  pale  yellow  slice  of  light,  barred  here  and 
there  by  columns  of  rain  and  masses  of  curling  vapour, 
across  the  line  of  batteries.  The  outlines  of  the  town, 
faintly  rendered  through  the  mists  of  smoke  and 
rain,  seemed  quivering  inside  the  circling  lines  of 
fire  around  and  from  them,  but  they  were  the  same 
familiar  outlines  so  well  known  to  us  for  the  last 
seven  months — the  same  green  cupola  and  roofs,  and 
long  streets  and  ruined  suburbs,  the  same  dockyard 
buildings,  and  dark  trenches  and  batteries.  The  little 
details  of  ruin  and  destruction  which  must  have  taken 
place  after  to-day's  fire  could  not  be  ascertained.  The 
eye  of  painter  never  rested  on  a  more  extraordinary 
effect,  and  his  art  alone  could  have  rendered  justice  to 
the  scene  which  shone  out  on  us  for  a  moment,  as  the 
sickly  sun,  flattened  out,  as  it  were,  between  bars  of 
cloud  and  rain,  seemed  to  have  forced  its  way  through 
the  leaden  sky  to  cast  one  straitened  look  on  the 
conflict  which  raged  below.  The  |plateau  beneath  our 
standing  place  was  lighted  up  by  incessant  flashes  of 
light,  and  long  trails  of  white  smoke  streamed  across  it, 
spirting  up  in  thick  masses,  tinged  with  fire,  for  a 
moment,  till  they  were  whirled  away  in  broader 
volumes  by  the  wind.  In  the  deep  glow  of  the  parting 
gleam  of  sunset  the  only  image  suggested  to  me 
calculated  to  convey  the  actual  effect  of  the  fire  of  the 
batteries  to  our  friends  at  home  was  a  vision  of 
the  Potteries'  district  as  it  is  seen  at  night,  all 
fervid  with  fire  and  pillars  of  smoke,  out  of  the  win- 
dows of  an  express  train.  This  glimpse  of  the  batteries, 
brief  as   it  was,  proved   extremely    satisfactory.      On 


the  extreme  left. the  French  batteries  were  firing  with 
energy  on  the  long  line  of  batteries  in  front  of  the  loop- 
holed  wall,  and  on  the  Flagstaff  and  Garden  Batteries, 
which  were  replying  very  faintly  and  feebly  by  one 
on  two  scattered  guns.  Our  left  attack  (Greenhill  or 
Chapman's  Batteries),  working  with  vigour  and  pre- 
cision, was  principally  directing  its  fire  against  the 
Redan,  which  only  answered  by  five  or  six  guns,  which 
did  not  appear  to  be  remarkably  well  served  or  aimed. 
Our  right  attack  (Gordon's  Batteries),  aided  by  the  ad- 
vanced battery  and  by  the  French  redoubts,  had  silenced 
the  Mamelon,  and  fired  some  three  or  four  shots  for 
every  one  from  the  Round  Tower,  and  the  Russian 
batteries  to  the  right  of  the  Mamelon  were  voiceless. 
So  much  could  be  seen  when  rain  and  mist  set  in  once 
more,  and  shut  out  all  from  view,  save  one  faint  blear 
of  yellowish  haze  to  the  west."  The  writer  concludes 
his  letter  at  half-past  eleven  at  night.  "  The  rain  has 
ceased  and  the  night  is  fine.  A  tremendous  cannonade 
has  raged  along  our  lines  since  sis  o'clock,  to  which  the 
enemy  reply  feebly.  Great  quantities  of  shells  have 
been  thrown  into  the  place  within  the  last  four  hours. 
Some  trifling  affairs  of  advanced  posts  have  taken  place 
in  the  ravines,  but  as  yet  there  is  no  appearance  of  a 
strong  sortie.  The  Russians  seem  to  lack  ammunition. 
No  fires  are  visible  in  the  town,  nor  can  it  be  ascertained 
if  the  cannonade  has  caused  much  damage.  The  trum- 
pets of  the  artillery  of  the  third  division  have  just 
sounded  close  at  hand,  and  I  must  cut  short  my  letter 
for  the  present." 

The  latest  intelligence  of  the  progress  of  the  siege  is 
contained  in  a  despatch  from  Admiral  Bruat  to  the 
French  Minister  of  Marine.  The  Admiral  says  : — "  In 
front  of  the  central  tower  we  have  carried  a  series  of 
ambuscades,  and  have  established  ourselves  in  these 
works,  which  are  now  comprised  in  our  lines.  We  have 
crowned  a  ravine  in  the  same  direction,  which  runs 
along  the  fortifications  of  the  town,  where  the  enemy 
formerly  kept  its  reserves  in  safety.  Before  the  flag- 
staff bastion  we  have  sprung  fmines,  at  a  distance  of 
about  fifty  metres.  This  operation  having  perfectly 
succeeded  has  given  us  a  new  parallel,  which  has  been 
successfully  joined  to  the  others.  From  the  12th  to  the 
14th,  notwithstanding  the  offensive  returns  of  the 
Russians,  we  had  only  about  300  men  hors  de  combat." 

The  commander  of  the  frigate  which  brought  the 
Admiral's  despatch  from  Sebastopol  states  that  in  the 
camp  the  general  state  of  affairs  was  considered  very 
satisfactory. 

Eupatoria,  which  is  garrisoned  by  Turkish  troops, 
has  been  strengthened  by  new  works  enclosing  a  large 
circuit.  On  the  28th  March  the  Bashi-bazouks  made  a 
reconnaissance  with  signal  success  and  signal  ferocity, 
fairly  surprised  the  Cossack  outposts  and  drove  them 
in  ;  but  out  of  about  400  engaged  on  either  side,  the 
Bashi-bazouks  only  lost  one  man  and  two  horses,  the 
Cossacks  two  men  and  three  horses  killed  and  one 
wounded.  The  Bashi-bazouks  behaved  with  charac- 
teristic ferocity  to  the  only  officer  who  fell  into  their 
hands.  But  the  surprise  was  admirably  managed  and 
the  enemy  was  fairly  defeated. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Netvs,  in  speaking  of 
this  affair,  gives  a  remarkable  description  of  these 
irregular  troops,  the  Bashi-bazouks  : — 

"  Attempts  to  discipline  these  men  are  useless.  They 
must  be  taken  and  used  as  they  are,  or  not  at  all.  They 
do  the  work  of  scouts  excellently ;  they  would  annoy 
and  alarm  the  enemy,  threaten  Jhis  convoys,  harass 
infantry,  &c,  as  well  as  any  Cossacks,  but  they  can 
never  be  prevented  from  plundering,  burning,  slaugh- 
tering the  wounded,  unarmed,  defenceless.  Three  days 
ago,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  Bashi-bazouks 
went  out,  two  or  three  hundred  strong,  pushed  over 
the  plain  to  the  left,  came  suddenly  on  the  Cossack  out- 
posts, drove  them  in,  and  opened  a  smart  fusillade  with 
the  supports.  The  Cossacks  were  repulsed,  three  or 
four  were  knocked  over,  and,  as  they  lay  on  the  ground 
wounded,  were  massacred  without  mercy.  An  officer, 
whose  horse  became  unmanageable,  found  himself 
surrounded  by  half  a  dozen.  He  fell  under  repeated 
blows  of  the  lance  and  sabre ;  in  one  instant  he  was 
despoiled   of  all   that  was   valuable   of  his  arms   and 
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equipment,  and  his  clothes  were  then  set  fire  to  -while 
he  was  still  breathing.  The  only  consolation  which 
existed  for  any  horror-stricken  spectator  lay  in  the  fact 
that  the  unfortunate  man  cannot  have  survived  many 
minutes.  Few  scenes  I  have  ever  witnessed  were  at 
once  more  picturesque  and  horribly  impressive  than 
that  which  met  my  eyes  when  the  Bashi-bazouks  began 
to  retire  in  wild  disorder  to  the  monotonous  rub-a-dub 
of  their  two  drums.  The  Cossacks  had  been  driven  off 
in  complete  rout,  and  were  riding  about,  three  or  four 
hundred  in  number,  on  the  hill  side,  like  a  large 
flock  of  sheep,  awaiting  reinforcements  of  regular 
cavalry.  Twenty  or  thirty  Bashi-bazouks  were  chasing 
a  loose  horse  in  the  ruined  village  in  the  hollow,  under 
the  very  noses  of  the  enemy,  who  did  not  dare  to  inter- 
fere ;  the  rest  were  returning  from  the  fray,  yelling, 
whirling  their  lances  about,  carrying  on  conversations, 
altogether  at  the  top  of  their  voices,  in  that  least  har- 
monious of  all  languages,  Arabic ;  some  were  running 
races,  bellowing  '  Allah-illah-Allah  !  '  in  the  height  of 
their  mad  enthusiasm,  and  others  were  ambling  steadily 
along,  hidden  under  the  huge  bundles  of  hay  which  the 
Cossacks  had  left  behind ;  one  bore  in  triumph  a  pot 
from  which  he  had  emptied  some  hot  soup ;  others  were 
laden  with  sacks  of  barley,  others  with  boots;  a  few 
had  carried  off  lances,  nearly  all  had  something.  Every 
man  seemed  in  a  state  of  fierce  and  savage  elation,  and 
evidently  looked  on  the  skirmish  as  a  fait  d'armes  of  no 
ordinary  brilliancy.  One  fine-lookinsr  young  fellow, 
certainly  not  more  than  twenty  years  of  age,  with  eyes 
of  fire,  coal-black  moustaches,  curled  and  trimmed  in  a 
way  that  would  excite  the  envy  of  many  "  a  gent  in 
the  Guards,"  joined  my  companion  and  myself  as  we 
rode  home,  and  in  broken  Turkish,  his  features  glowing 
with  excitement,  told  us  the  story  of  his  share  in  the 
fray.  He  sat  his  horse  with  a  grace  and  solidity  that  no 
riding-school  could  ever  give,  and  brandished  a  Cossack 
lance  in  his  hand.  I  shall  never  forget  the  expression 
of  brutal  ferocity  which  passed  over  his  fine  face  when 
he  recounted  that,  passing  two  wounded  Cossacks  lying 
on  the  ground — and  he  laughingly  imitated  their  groans 
— he  fired  upon  them  and  finished  them.  Ail  this 
while  his  comrades  were  yelling  and  prancing  around  us 
like  so  many  devils  broken  loose.  I  was  considerably 
amused  by  the  manner  in  which  the  Tartars  and  Turkish 
soldiers  received  the  Bashi-bazouks  on  their  entry  into  j 
the  town.  Each  man.  as  they  defiled  through  the  gates 
with  his  item  of  plunder,  was  evidently  looked  upon  as 
a  hero.  Here  and  there  eager  groups  surrounded  soli- 
tary Bashis,  who,;_from  out  bundles  of  forage,  told  the 
story  of  the  fight  to  their  delighted  auditory.  No 
rhapsodist  was  ever  listened  to  in  Homeric  days  with 
more  devout  attention.  A  single  glance  at  the  faces  of 
the  hearers  was  sufficient  to  reveal  the  thought  which 
at  that  moment  filled  the  breasts  of  every  one  of  them. 
'  These  are  real  soldiers ;  we,  with  our  drill,  and 
muskets,  and  yresbashis,  bunbashis,  and  what  not,  are 
but  humbugs.  That's  the  way  war  should  be  carried  on.' 
Laugh  at  this  one  might ;  but  who  could  avoid  seeing  in 
it  a  flash  of  departed  glory  and  byegone  times,  when 
battles  were  won  and  kingdoms  gained  in  that  very 
way,  by  the  rush  of  hosts  of  Bashi-bazouks  ?  The  poor 
Turks  often  forget  that  the  times  are  changed,  and  the 
men  too." 

Despatches  from  Sir  E.  Lyons,  dated  the  17th  of 
March,  give  an  account  of  the  Operations  on  the  eastern 
shores  of  the  Black  Sea.  The  first  of  these  reports  the 
destruction,  by  Lieut.  Armytage,  of  the  Viper,  of  the 
martello  tower  and  barracks  of  Djimiteia,  which  had 
been  recently  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  direct  com- 
munication between  Anapa  Kertch,  results  which  were 
accomplished  without  any  loss  on  his  part.  The  second 
despatch  reports  an  attack  made  upon  Soujak-Kale  by 
Captain  Gitfard,  of  the  Leopard,  accompanied  by  the 
Highflyer,  Swallow,  and  Viper,  and  also  by  the  French 
steamship. of-war  Fulton.  Sir  Edmund  says  :  "  Captain 
Giffard  was  informed  by  the  Circassians  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood that  the  enemy  had  so  reduced  the  strength 
of  that  fortress  by  the  removal  of  men  and  guns  to 
Anapa,  that  they  were  ready  to  attack  it  by  land  if  he 
would  do  so  by  sea ;  and  that  he,  wishing  to  encourage 
the  natives  and  to  embarrass  the  Russians,  had  assented 


to  the  proposal,  and  moved  the  ships  to  within  1,000 
yards  of  the  south  face  of  the  fort,  where  he  performed 
his  part ;  but  that  on  finding  the  Circassians  did  not 
perform  theirs,  he  withdrew,  afcer  having  driven  all  the 
garrison  out  of  the  place,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
gunners  in  the  earthen  batteries,  and  having  also  dis- 
mounted several  guns,  and  done  considerable  damage  to 
the  arsenal  and  public  works,  leaving  the  garrison  about 
a  mile  from  the  place,  surrounded  by  Circassians,  who 
were  collecting  reinforcements." 

The  Baltic  Fleet  sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  4th 
inst.  The  ships  which  sailed  were  the  following  :  they 
are  placed  here  as  they  appeared  from  the  shore  standing 
towards  the  Nab.  Port  Division: — Magicienne,  16, 
Fisher;  Blenheim,  CO,  Hall;  Colossus,  SO,  Robinson; 
Duke  of  Wellington,  131,  (Flag)  ;  Gorgon,  G.  Crawford; 
Cressy,  81,  Warren;  Bulldog,  0,  Gordon;  Majestic,  81, 
Hope.  Starboard  Division: — Basilisk,  6,  Jenner ; 
James  "Watt,  91,  Elliot  ;  Hoaue,  60,  Ramsav  ;  Edin- 
burgh, 58,  Hewlett;  Ca-sar,  91,  Robb ;  Ajax,  60,  War- 
den ;  Nile,  91,  Mundy  ;  Exmouth,  91,  (Flag)  ;  Royal 
George,  102,  Codrington.  The  fleet  sailed  for  Kiel, 
where  it  now  lies.  The  latest  intelligence  states,  that, 
"  after  taking  in  coals,  the  Imperieuse  and  Euryalus 
left  Kiel  harbour  on  the  15th.  Two  men-of-war  passed 
Copenhagen  on  the  14th  steering  southwards.  Four 
ships  of  the  line  are  lying  at  anchor  there." 

The  latest  official  account  from  the  Crimea  is  con- 
tained in  a  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  dated  the  14th 
of  April.  His  lordship  says : — "  Since  I  wrote  on  the 
10th  instant,  a  steady  and  heavy  fire  upon  the  works 
of  the  enemy  has  been  maintained  from  all  the  batteries 
of  the  allies.  The  practice  both  of  the  naval  brigade 
and  the  artillery^  has  been  excellent.  The  casualties 
have  not  been  very  numerous,  but  the  loss  has  fallen 
heavily  upon  the  sailors,  as  your  lordship  will  see  by 
the  accompanying  returns,  and  the  royal  navy 
has  to  deplore  the  death  of  Lieut.  Douglas,  who 
had  served  with  great  ability  and  zeal  from  the 
commencement  of  the  siege.  Lieutenants  Urmston 
and  D'Aeth,  royal  navy,  and  Steele,  royal  marine 
artillery,  all  valuable  officers,  have  been  wounded. 
The  Royal  Artillery  have  also  to  lament  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  Luce,  who  was  an  officer  of  much  promise  ; 
and  Lieutenants  Sinclair  and  L'Estrange  are  among  the 
wounded.  The  former  has  sustained  several  severe 
injuries,  but  I  am  happy  to  add  that  there  is  every  hope 
of  his  recovery.  They  are  hoth  highly  meritorious 
officers.  Captain  Crofton,  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  who 
had  in  the  course  of  the  protracted  operations  before 
Sebastopol  rendered  most  essential  service,  has  also 
received  a  wound,  which  will,  I  fear,  detain  him  from 
duty  for  a  very  considerable  time." 


Accounts  from  Genoa  state  that  on  the  14th  instant, 
the  King  of  Sardinia  reviewed  a  portion  of  the  troops 
forming  the  Crimean  contingent ;  and  the  chaplain  of 
the  division  blessed  the  colours  with  which  they  are 
entrusted.  After  the  troops  had  defiled  before  the 
King,  the  minister-of-war  read  to  them  the  following 
speech  in  the  name  of  his  majesty  :■ — "Officers,  Sub- 
officers,  and  Soldiers, — A  war,  founded  on  justice,  on 
which  depends  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  and  the  fate 
of  our  country,  calls  you  to  the  East.  You  will  see  far 
lands,  where  the  cross  of  Savoy  is  not  unknown.  You 
will  see  brave  peoples  and  armies  whose  fame  fills  the 
world.  Their  example  will  be  a  stimulus  to  you  to  show 
to  all  that  you  have  no  less  valour  than  our  fathers.  On 
other  occasions  I  have  led  you  on  the  field  of  honour, 
and  I  remember  with  pride  sharing  dangers  and  fatigues 
with  you.  I  now  grieve  to  separate  myself  from  you  for 
a  time.  My  wishes  will  follow  you  everywhere,  and  it 
will  be  a  happy  day  for  me  when  I  shall  be  reunited  to 
you.  Soldiers,  there  are  your  colours.  Generously  un- 
furled by  the  magnanimous  Carlo  Alberto,  they  record 
a  distant  country  and  eisht  centuries  of  noble  traditions. 
You  know  how  to  defend  them.  Bring  them  back 
crowned  with  fresh  glory,  and  your  sacrifices  will  be 
blessed  by  the  present  and  future  generations."  These 
sentiments  elicited  rounds  of  cheering.  In  the  evening 
the  King  entertained  the  officers  of  the  contingent,  in 
he  palace  of  Alexandria. — The  fine  screw-ship  Croesus 
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was  burnt  to  the  water's  edge  soon  after  leaving  Genoa, 
with  the  first  detachment  of  the  Sardinian  contingent 
on  board.  The  troops  were  saved,  as  well  as  the  crew, 
with  the  exception  of  three  sailors. 


Another  case  of  religious  persecution  has  occurred  at 
Florence.  y  Domenicho  Cecchetti,  employed  in  the 
tobacco-manufactory  of  Fenzi  &  Co.,  bankers,  who 
farm  the  tobacco  monopoly — a  widower  with  four 
children,  a  trusted  and  sober  workman  —  possessed  an 
Italian  bible  and  two  new  testaments,  which  he  read  to 
his  children  at  home.  This  fact  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  a  young  man  living  in  the  same  house,  and  employed 
by  a  vintner.  He  casually  mentioned  it  to  his  master  ; 
adding,  that  "the  bible  could  not  be  such  a  bad  book 
after  all,  seeing  that  it  produced  such  happy  fruits  " — 
as  in  the  instance  of  the  Cecchetti  family.  The  vintner 
confessed  what  his  apprentice  had  said  about  the  Italian 
bible,  and  the  priest  at  once  suspended  the  confession 
and  refused  absolution.  Next  day,  Buratti,  a  per- 
secuting priest,  met  the  vintner,  much  depressed  in 
spirits;  and  inquiring  the  cause,  found  that  it  was 
because  absolution  had  been  refused.  Buratti  at  once 
confessed  and  absolved  him,  and  thus  learned  that 
Cecchetti  was  a  protestant.  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  police  suddenly  entered  his  rooms  and  seized 
the  bibles.  The  matter  rested  here  for  nearly  three 
months  ;  but  at  last,  on  the  14th  March,  Cecchetti  was 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  chancellor  of  the  dele- 
gation of  Santa  Maria  Novella.  This  he  did,  and  was 
subjected  to  a  close  examination  respecting  his  religious 
belief;  in  the  course  of  which  he  denied  that  the  pope 
is  the  head  of  the  church,  and  declared  that  he  knew 
"  no  headship  save  that  of  Jesus  Christ."  He  declined 
to  answer  any  questions  involving  others.  The  chan- 
cellor sent  a   paper,  containing   the   evidence,  to   the 


council  of  prefecture;  and  on  the  25th  March,  without 
further  trial,  Cecchetti  was  seized  and  taken  to  the 
penitentiary  of  Inbrogiano,  there  to  suffer  imprisonment 
for  one  year. 

Advices  from  New  York  are  to  the  9th  inst.  The  in- 
telligence is  not  of  much  interest.  The  proposition  to 
raise  a  foreign  legion  in  Nova  Scotia  had  caused  some 
excitement  in  New  York.  No  sooner  was  it  known 
that  foreigners  would  be  enlisted  at  Halifax,  than  an 
enterprising  Scotchman,  Angus  M'Donald,  advertised 
the  fact  in  the  New  York  journals,  and  opened  an  office 
avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  persons  desirous  of 
passing  from  New  York  to  Halifax,  really  for  the  purpose 
of  turning  a  penny  by  trafficking  in  recruits  for  the 
foreign  legion.  But  he  did  not  go  far  in  this  line. 
Seeing  the  advertisements,  "  John  M'Keon,  United 
States  District  Attorney,"  forwarded  a  letter  to  the 
United  States  Marshal,  stating  that  an  office  was  open 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  men  for  the  British  army, 
and  calling  his  attention  to  the  following  section  of  the 
Act  of  Neutrality,  which  he  desired  the  Marshal  to 
enforce.  "  If  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  enlist  or  enter  him- 
self, or  hire  or  retain  another  person  to  enlist  or  enter 
himself,  or  to  go  beyond  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  with  intent  to  be  enlisted  or  entered  in 
the  service  of  any  foreign  prince,  6tate,  colony,  district, 
or  people,  as  a  soldier,  a  mariner,  or  seaman  on  board  of 
any  vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanour,  and  be  fined  not  exceeding  1000  dollars, 
and  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years."  This,  of 
course,  has  stopped  the  Scotchman's  speculation ;  but 
the  notoriety  given  to  the  whole  affair  will  probably 
send  thousands  of  unemployed  persons  to  Nova  Scotia. 


NAERATIVE  OF  LITERATUEE  AND  AET. 


The  unfavourable  and  repressive  influences  of  war  | 
continue  to  be  nowhere  more  manifest  than  in  the 
character  and  number  of  new  publications.  During  the 
past  month  Mr.  Torrens  Mc'Cullagh  has  published 
Memoirs  of  Shell.  Mr.  Maurice  has  collected  his 
lectures  delivered  at  the  Working-Men's  College  into  a 
volume  called  Learning  and  Working.  The  Bishop  of 
Natal,  Doctor  Colenso,  has  described  the  strange 
experiences  and  religious  wants  of  his  distant  diocese  in 
Ten  Weeks  in  Natal.  Mr.  Sydney  Godolphin  Osborne 
has  pourtrayed  Scutari  and  its  Hospitals,  in  a  thin  octavo, 
with  illustrations  taken  on  the  spot.  Mr.  James 
Robertson  has  recorded  briefly  his  impressions  of  A 
Few  Mo?it7is  in  America.  Professor  Baden  Powell  has 
contributed  a  sort  of  judicial  summing  up  to  certain 
arguments  that  have  lately  attracted  much  attention,  on 
The  Unity  of  Worlds  and  the  Philosophy  of  Creation. 
Mr.  Johnston  has  issued  the  seventh  division  of  his 
invaluable  Physical  Atlas.  The  first  volume  has  been 
completed  of  a  careful  translation  of  Tegoborski's 
Commentaries  on  the  Productive  Forces  of  Russia.  Mr. 
Oxenford  has  translated  and  edited  an  Illustrated  Book  of 
French  Songs.  Mr.  James  Sheridan  Knowles  has  pub- 
lished a  treatise  to  prove  that  The  Gospel  attributed  to 
Matthew  is  the  Record  of  the  whole  Original  Apostle- 
hood.  Mr.  John  Young  has  published  a  treatise  on 
The  Christ  of  History.  The  Dean  of  Ely,  Dr.  Peacock, 
\has  written  The  Life  of  Dr.  Thomas  Young ;  and,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  John  Leitch,  has  edited  Doctor 
Young's  Miscellaneous  Works.  Mrs.  Loudon  has  de- 
scribed My  Own  Garden  for  the  help  and  advice  of 
those  who  have  similar  small  possessions  to  attend  to. 
In  a  little  volume  called  The  Yester  Deep  Land-Culture, 
Mr.  Henry  Stephens  has  given  a  detailed  account  of  the 
method  of  cultivation  which  has  been  successfully  prac- 
tised for  several  years  by  Lord  Tweeddale  at  Yester. 
Mr.  Stainton  has  compiled  for  1855  The  Entomo- 
logist's Annual.  Mrs.  Everett  Green  has  completed 
her  Lives  of  the  Princesses  of  England.  Mr.  Tracy 
Turnerelli  has  told  the  world  What  I  know  of  the  late 
Emperor  Nicholas  and  his  Family.    The  present  Chan- 


cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  Cornewall  Lewis,  has  pub- 
lished An  Enquiry  into  the  Credibility  of  the  Early 
Roman  History.  From  Mr.  Samuel  Irenseus  Prime 
we  have  had  Travels  in  Europe  and  the  East; 
America  and  the  Americans  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
volume  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Baxter,  M.P. ;  and  two  trans- 
lations have  appeared,  the  first  by  Mr.  Russell 
Martineau,  and  the  second  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Morris, 
of  a  recent  Tour  in  Corsica,  by  Ferdinand  Gregorovius. 
Mr.  Henry  Curling  has  published  Recollections  of  the 
Mess  Table  and  the  Stage.  Captain  Rafter  has  com- 
piled a  brief  military  history  of  Our  Indian  Army. 
Mr.  Connolly  has  written,  with  some  elaboration,  a 
History  of  the  Corps  of  Royal  Sappers  and  Miners, 
illustrated  with  coloured  engravings.  Under  the  editor- 
ship of  Dr.  Lindley,  the  first  part  of  a^description  of  the 
Ferns  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has  been  published, 
to  accompany  a  series  of  illustrations  "  nature-printed  " 
by  Mr.  Henry  Bradbury.  There  has  appeared  an 
illustrated  Narrative  of  the  Cruise  of  the  Yacht  Maria 
among  the  Feroe  Islands,  in  1854.  A  brief  description 
of  the  services  of  Sir  Charles  Richardson,  under  the 
title  of  A  Tar  of  the  Last  War,  has  been  published  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Armstrong.  An  interesting  memorial  of 
an  original  and  eloquent  preacher  has  been  presented 
in  a  volume  of  Sermons  preached  at  Trinity  Chapel, 
Brighton,  by  the  late  Rev.  F.  W.  Robertson.  The  religious 
houses  in  France  have  been  described  in  A  Glance 
Behind  the  Grilles.  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt's  Stories  in  J'erse 
have  been  collected  into  one  attractive  little  volume.  The 
first  number  has  been  published  of  a  Quarterly  Journal  of 
Pure  arid  Applied  Mathematics.  Mr.  Robert  Potts  has 
compiled,  under  the  title  of  Liber  Cantabrigiensis ,  an 
account  of  the  aids  offered  to  poor  students  in  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  and  of  the  exhibitions  and 
scholarships  connected  with  both  universities.  Lord 
Brougham  has  republished,  with  many  important 
additions,  his  Lives  of  Men  of  Letters  of  the  Reign  of 
George  III.  ;  and  from  an  Irish  biographer,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Fitzpatrick,  we  have  received  a  volume  on  the  Life  and 
Times  of  Lord  Cloncurry. 
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COMMERCIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  20th  inst,  £15,022,652. 

LATEST  LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    Of 
Do.,  dust,  „         3  16    0  |  Mexican  dollars,        ,,      4  10J 

Latest  Comparative  Value  op  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 012  disct.  I  New  York 042  disct. 

Hamburgh 0'S7  disct.  j 

Bank  Bate  of  Discount,  44  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1860 
Bank  Stock,  8  per  cent.     . . 
Exchequer  Bills,  June 
India  Bonds 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

93* 

SS| 

9H 

871 

913 

88 

4 

31 

212 

210 

10s.  p. 

5s.  p. 

14s.  p. 

lis.  p. 

S9i 
S7I-S 


10-5  p. 
15  p. 


Paid. 


100 
11-6-3 
100 
100 
20 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 
Great  Northern  .... 
Great  Western  .... 
Lincash.  &  Torksh. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
Loudon  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

99 

9S 

98-i 

S 

72 

71-1 

GH 

5S| 

5SJ 

58 

54 

54-6 

HI 

11 

m 

92 

91  i 

92-4 

SSi 

88 

S9i 

651 

63i 

634-1 

761 

75i 

75i-f 

100 

974. 

97-9 

84 

SI 

81-2 

70 

6Si 

68i-i 

624 

60 

60-4 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


112,619 

13,869 

132,405 

53,670 

241,427 

66,612 

220,123 

260,871 

220,225 

5SS.660 

133,106 

289,675 

151,204 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Belgian  4A  per  cent.,  92-4 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  98A 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  102-4 
Danish  5  per  cent. ,  101-3 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  62^4 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  944. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  20| 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  49-51 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  41  4 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  99 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  S6| 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  864 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Junct.,  1-| 
Great  Luxembourg,  2§-g 
Northern  of  France,  34i 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.,  84 
Paris  and  Orleans,  46 
Paris  and  Lyons,  38J 
Paris  and  Rouen,  3S-40 
West  Flanders,  3J-4 
West  of  France,  21-2 
Rouen  and  Havre,  214-2 


Mines. 


Linares 

Nouveau  Monde  . 


<i 


Quartz  Rock     4-1 

St.  John  Del  Rey    ....  31-0 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australian      1-1  i 

Do.  Freehold     

Colonial  Gold    g-f 

Port  Philip     i-i 

South  Australian J-i 


Railways. 

East  Indian   23J/-3 

Do.,  Extension  12J 
Indian  Peninsula. .  5| 
Madras    164 


Banrs. 

Australasian 81  to  SO 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  17i. 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China 
Lond.  Chart,  of  Aust.  20J 

South  Australian 40 

Union  of  Australia  . .  674 

Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .  74 
Australian   Royal  Mail  3|-J 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  144 
Pen.  &,  Orient.  St.  Nav.    61-3 


Australian  Agricultural  28-30 
Van  Diemeirs  Land. .  124-13 
South  Australian  Land  36-7 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 

North  Brit.  Australian  J-l 

Peel  River  Land 2§-l 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.  14-i 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

ending- 

s.      d. 

s.     d. 

s.      d. 

S.      d. 

S.     d. 

t.     d. 

Mar.  24 

66       6 

29      9 

25       0 

39       1 

40       0 

3S      0 

—   31 

68       7 

SO      5 

25       6 

38     10 

40       5 

38      7 

Apr.     7 

68      5 

30      8 

24     11 

45       2 

40       8 

37       9 

—  14 

6S       4 

31       1 

25     10 

39     11 

41       2 

39       2 

Latest  London 

s.        s. 

Malt,  Pale,      per  qr.     02  to  65 

Malting  Barley  „     . .  33  —  34 

Oats,  best,  „     ..29  —  30 

Wheat.  White 73  —  78 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  60  —  65 
Country  household  49  —  53 
American,  per  barl.  36  —  40 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  42  —  44 


1     0  —  1 

1  0  —  1 

2  6  —  3 
0  10  —  2 

0  7  —  1 

1  1  —  1 


s.  d. 
2 
8 

6 
4 

1 
1 
6 


Cattle —  s.    d. 

Beasts,    per  st.  3     2  to  4 

Calves   . ,     „       3    S  —  4 

Sheep    ..     ,,       3     2  —  4 

Pigs 3     0  —  4 

Wool,  per  lb. — 

South  Downs.. 

Kentish  fleeces 

German   Elect. 

Australian  .... 

Cape 

Spanish   1     1  —  1  11 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  1261. 

Iron,  Pigs,  3t.  5s.  to  51.  0s. 
Rails,  61.  10s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  22/.  0s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  IS/.  10s.  Tin,  English 
block,  111/. ;  Banca,  110/.  to 
1111. ;  Spelter,  231.;  Quick-sil- 
ver, per  lb.  Is.  lOd.  to  Is.  lid. 

Provisions. 
Bacon,  per  cwt. — Irish,  54s. 

to  68s.  ;  American,  48s.  to 

40s. 
Beef— Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  8d.  to  5s.  Od. ;  Irish  India, 

per  tr. ,  160s. ;  Hambro',  1 70s. ; 

American,  140s.  to  160s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

lid.    to   lSd. ;   Dorset,    per 

cwt.,  96s.  to  106s. ;  Irish,  94s. 

108s.  ;  Dutch,  92s.  to  96s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

60s.  to  76s. ;  Wiltshire,  52.?.  to 

72s.  ;  Dutch,  58s. 
Hams — York,    70s.    to    75s.; 

Irish,    66s.   to   74s.  ;    West- 
phalia, 72s.  to  76s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

8  lb.,  4s.  Od,  to  5s.  2d. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  reds, 
*  S5s.  to  105s. ;  Bedf.  Regts. 

100s.  to  130s. 
Pork,    per    8  lb.,  3s.   id.    to 

4s.  id. 
Veal,  4s.  Od.  to  5s.  0d. 


Market  Prices. 

I.  s.       I.  s. 

Hay per  load  2  10  to  5    0 

Clover..        ,,         3  10  — 5  IS 
Straw..        ,,         1     2  — 1     S 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  11/.  10s. 
toll;. lis.;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 
71. ;  Bones,  ditto,  4/.  10s. 
Hops.— Kents,    260s.  to  320s. 
Sussex,  200s.  to  220s.     1S53, 
150s.  to  160s. 
Poultry — Capons,     3s. — 4s. 
Fowls,  is.  Od. — 7s.  ;  Chicks, 
4s.  0d.— 6s.  Od. ;  Ducks,  4s.- 
6s.;  Geese,  3s.  0-7.— 6s.;  Tur- 
keys, is.  6.1. — 6s.  ;  Pigeons, 
id—  9d. 
Hides,    <&c.  —  Market.    96  1b., 
44c/,. — 5jd.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
3id.  — |d. ;    do. ,  Calf -skins. 
10  lb.,  6s.    6d.  ;    do.,  Horse- 
hides,    5s.  6d.  —  6s.  ;  Rough 
Tallow,  22s. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  55/. ;  Sperm, 
134/..  to  136/.;  Pale  Seal, 
52(.  ;  Rape,  52/.  to  r.f.L  ; 
Cocoa-nut.  41/.  to  43/.;  Palm, 
301.  to  41/.;  Linseed,  35/.  10s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
46/.  to  53/.  10s.  ;  Sheep,  i7l. 
to  52/.  6s. ;  Y.  C,  54/. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  39s. 
to  44s. ;  Bahia,  32s.  to  33s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 46s.  6d.  to4Ss.  0d.;  Do., 
Plantation,  58s.  to  SOs.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 68s.  to  85s.  ;  Jamaica, 
70s.  to  84s.  ;  Java,  51s.  to 
55s. ;  Costa  Rica,  49s.  to  72s. 

Rice,  per  cwt, — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  25s.  to  36s.  0d.;  Bengal, 
13s.  6d.  to  15s.  6d.  ;  Java, 
12s.  to  17s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
33s.  to  40s.  6d.  ;  Mauritius, 
33s.  6d.  to  39s.  6d.;  Bengal, 
37s.  Od.  to  42s.  Od.  ;  Madras, 
29s.  to  31s.  Od. ;  Havanuah. 
34s.  to  41s.  Od. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
46s.  to 51s. ;  Bastards,  27s.  Od 
to  37s. ;  Crashed,  30s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  94)— 
Congou,  S.'d.  to  Is.  3d.  ; 
Soucbong,  lOd.  to  2.s.  6d. ; 
Hyson.  Is.  3d.  to  3s.  6d. ; 
Assam,  Is.  Od.  to  4s.  Id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 
departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 

1S55. 

Australian 
Colonies 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  February  2S 
March 

12,556 
5,299 

21 
281 

7.9S2 
10,537 

242 

261 

20,801 

10,378 

17,855 

302 

IS,  519 

503 

37,179 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney . . . 
Adelaide  . . 
Hobart  Tn. 


Cabin. 


£35  to  £60 
40  —  65 
30  —  62 
36  —  65 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£20  to  £30 
22  —  35 
22  —  33 
22  —   35 


Steerage. 


£15  to  £22 
IS   —   25 

15  —   24 

16  —  25 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£2  10to£3  5 
2  5  —  2  10 
2  10  — 2  15 
2     5  —  2  15 


i  ublished  at  the  Office,  No.  1(5,  Wellington  Street  North,  Strand.    Printed  by  Bradbury  &  Eva:..1  ,  Whilrfriarp,  Londoi?. 
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NAEEATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


On  Friday,  April  27,  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  pre- 
sented a  petition  and  moved  for  returns  respecting  the 
Trade  in  Russian  Goods  Carried  on  through  Prussia, 
and  inquired  the  intentions  of  the  government  on  the 
suhject  of  the  blockade  of  the  enemy's  ports.  Expres- 
sing his  conviction  that  a  commercial  attack  upon  Russia, 
accomplished  by  means  of  a  rigorous  blockade,  would 
prove  more  effectual  than  all  the  efforts  of  our  armies, 
lie  denounced  the  negligence  which  had  been  apparent 
last  year  in  this  respect,  and  exhorted  the  ministry  to 
more  stringent  operations  in  the  ensuing  campaign. 
Means  should  also  be  taken  to  stop  the  land  transit 
trade  carried  on  so  largely  through  the  Prussian  terri- 
tory, whose  existence  rendered  the  maritime  blockade 
altogether  abortive. — Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  re- 
peated the  explanations  already  more  than  once  given' to 
account  for  the  lenity  of  last  year's  blockade.  In  the 
present  year  he  stated  that  the  Black  Sea  ports  be- 
longing to  Russia  were  already  blockaded,  as  those  in 
the  Baltic  would  be  so  soon  as  the  navigation  was  open. 
With  'reaped  to  the  general  commerce  of  Russia,  he 
read  returns  showing  that  she  had  nearly  lost  half  her 
export  trade,  and  asserted  that  she  had  been  seriously 
crippled  in  every  branch  of  her  resources. 

On  Monday,  April  30,  in  reply  to  Lord  Vivian,  re- 
specting Cavalry  Reinforcements  to  the  Crimea,  Lord 
Rardinge  said  he  had  had  a  consultation  with  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  who  agreed  with  him  that,  instead 
of  sending  out  separate  squadrons  of  each  of  the  regi- 
ments serving,  it  would  be  better  to  send  out  the 
two  regiments,  the  1st  Dragoon  Guards  and  the  6th 
Dragoons,  The  force  of  cavalry  in  the  East  at  present 
consisted  of  1,300  effective  men,  and  they  would  be  re- 
inforced by  about  750  troops,  and  also  by  the  two 
regiments  coming  from  India,  one  of  which  had  already 
arrived — the  amount  of  which  would  be  about  1000  men 
rank  and  file.  Thus  there  would  be  in  the  Crimea  up- 
wards of  3000  effective  cavalry,  exclusive  of  the  two 
regiments  he  had  referred  to,  if  they  would  be  required, 
and  they  would  be  required  without  doubt.  The 
number  of  recruits  now  ready  was  at  least  1000  men, 
and  we  had  at  least  1,500  horses  between  five  and  six 
years  old. 

On  Thursday,  May  3,  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough 
called  attention  to  the  notification  in  the  Gazette,  that 
it  was  her  Majesty's  pleasure  to  give  the  Officers  of  the 
Indian  Army  the  same  rank  and  precedence  as  the 
officers  of  her  Majesty's  army  in  every  other  part  of  the 
world.  Although  this  order,  if  it  referred  to  the  mili- 
tary position  of  the  officers  generally,  must  be  a  matter 
of  great  gratification  to  the  Indian  army,  he  was  afraid 
onthe  other  hand  it  would  tend  to  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  those  officers,  as  they  entertained  a  reasonable  expec- 
tation that  her  Majesty's  ministers  would  have  gone 
further,  by  giving  them  the  same  brevet  rank  as  the 
officers  of  her  Majesty's  army.  He  then  alluded  to  the 
memorandum,  dated  the  30th  April,  relating  to  the 
enlistment  for  the  army,  and  asked  whether  her 
Majesty's  government  had  any  intention  of  giving  the 
same  amount  of  bounty  as  had  been  offered  under  a 
former  arrangement.- — Lord  Panmure  said  that  the 
memorandum  went  no  further  in  its  spirit  or  letter  than 
to  confer  upon  the  officers  of  the  Indian  army  a  social 
position  which,  though  hitherto  generally  recognised, 
was    involved    in   some   doubt   and   uncertainty.      He 


would,  however,  take  that  opportunity  of  saying  it  was 
his  opinion  that  the  services  and  distinctions  of  the 
Indian  army  had  been  sometimes  very  unfairly  put  for- 
ward in  such  a  way  as  to  throw  into  the  shade  the 
services  of  her  Majesty's  army.  He  did  not  think  that 
there  ought  to  be  any  distinction  made  between  the  two 
services  in  respect  to  officers  of  equal  merit.  In  respect 
to  the  question  as  to  the  bounty  to  be  given  to  those 
enlisting  under  the  order  of  the  30th  April,  it  was  not 
the  intention  at  present  of  the  government  to  increase 
that  bounty.  As  long  as  the  wants  of  the  army  were 
being  supplied,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  economise  the 
public  money  as  much  as  possible.  If,  however,  it  were 
deemed  necessary  to  offer  a  greater  bounty,  as  a  further 
inducement  for  the  enlistment  of  recruits,  the  govern- 
ment would,  of  course,  be  prepared  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  proposing  such  increase. 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon  made  a  statement  respecting 
the  Late  Negotiations  at  Vienna.  He  mentioned,  as  a 
proof  of  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  carried  on,  and 
the  desire  of  the  governments  of  France  and  England  to 
do  nothing  that  should  offend  either  the  honour  or 
dignity  of  Russia,  that  it  was  a  fact  that  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  Russia  had  been  invited  themselves  to  take 
the  initiative,  and  to  propose  the  measures  which  they 
thought  would  best  carry  out  the  principle  of  the  third 
basis  of  negotiation,  to  which  they  had  already  given 
their  assent.  The  Russian  plenipotentiaries  acknow- 
ledged the  spirit  which  had  induced  this  course  ;  but 
they  announced  that  they  were  left  without  instructions, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  apply  to  St. 
Petersburg  for  instructions.  In  the  meantime  the 
allied  powers  declined  to  alter  the  order,  in  which  the 
four  points  were  originally  placed,  and  refused  to  dis- 
cuss the  fourth  point,  upon  which  it  was  possible  some 
concessions  would  be  made,  until  the  third  point  was 
disposed  of.  When  the  conference  was  again  called  to- 
gether to  receive  the  answer  which  had  arrived  from 
St.  Petersburg,  the  Russian  plenipotentiaries  announced 
that  they  had  no  proposal  whatever  to  make,  and  the 
allied  plenipotentiaries  then  submitted  to  them  a  scheme 
which  he  thought  Russia,  without  any  hurt  to  her 
dignity,  but  with  very  much  addition  to  her  honour  as 
a  first-rate  power,  might  have  accepted,  if  she  had  been 
inclined  to  prove  to  the  world  that  her  policy  was  as 
pacific  as  she  had  always  affirmed  it  to  be.  The 
Russian  plenipotentiaries,  however,  rejected  these  pro- 
positions, and  the  conferences  were  therefore  suspended. 
Proposals  had  since  been  made  by  the  Russian  govern- 
ment, hut  not  of  a  character  to  promote  or  accomplish 
the  objects  contemplated  by  the  third  basis  of  negoti- 
ations. Lord  Clarendon  concluded  by  saying:  "You 
will  find  in  the  protocols  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  not 
simply  the  record  of  a  conclusion  which  has  been 
arrived  at,  but  a  report  of  the  discussions  which  took 
place,  and  of  the  feelings  that  were  expressed  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  each  power.  I  think  you  may  consider 
the  statement  I  have  made  to  be  either  satisfactory  or 
conclusive — conclusive  I  mean  as  to  what  has  actually 
taken  place — unless  I  am  able  to  inform  you  of  the 
course  which  Austria  intends  to  take  hereafter;  and  it 
is  on  this  particular  point  I  hope  that  that  prudence 
may  be  observed,  which,  I  think,  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  really  demand.  My  reason  for  saying  this  is 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  theconferences,  or  when  they 
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were  suspended,  Count  Buol  expressly  stated  that  he 
considered  that  the  means  for  obtaining  a  peace  were 
not  wholly  exhausted,  and  that  it  would  be  the  special 
duty  of  Austria  to  endeavour  to  discover  some  mode  of 
attaining  that  end  consistently  -with  the  engagements 
into  which  she  had  entered  with  the  other  powers."— 
Lord  Derby  said,  I  hear  almost  with  regret  that  fresh 
negotiations  and  discussions  are  still  in  progress  ;  be- 
cause I  feel  they  can  have  no  other  object  than  that  of 
wasting  time,  and  idly  amusing  the  plenipotentiaries. 
I  think  the  proposals  made  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  allied  powers  have  gone  beyond  those  which  ought 
to  have  been  made  under  the  circumstances.  I  am 
afraid  that  concessions  have  been  made  to  Russia  which, 
even  if  they  had  been  accepted,  would  have  rendered 
useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  the  great  expenditure 
of  blood  and  treasure  which  has  been  involved  in  the 
last  year's  warfare. 

On  Friday,  May  4,  the  motion  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  Loan  Bill  gave  rise  to  some  prolonged  comments, 
to  which  Lord  Monteagle,  Earl  Grey,  and  other 
peers  contributed,  respecting  the  principles  on  which 
money  could  most  economically  be  borrowed  by  the 
state. — The  bill  was  ultimately  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  Monday,  May  7,  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough 
gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday  following,  move 
the  following  resolution  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War : 
"  That  a  humble  address  be  presented  to  her  Majesty,  to 
assure  her  Majesty  of  our  continued  support  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  just  and  necessary  war  in  which  her 
Majesty  is  engaged:  to  declare  the  sincere  gratification 
with  which  we  have  regarded  the  perfect  community  of 
counsels  between  her  Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  and  have  seen  friendliness  established  and 
increasing  between  the  French  people  and  our  own, — 
events  full  of  hope  for  the  future  to  other  nations  as  well 
as  to  ourselves  :  to  express  our  admiration  of  the  many 
deeds  of  valour  by  which  the  allied  forces  in  the  East 
have  illustrated  their  brotherhood  in  arms,  and  our 
satisfaction  that  the  brave  army  of  Piedmont  is  now 
called  to  participate  in  their  actions  and  in  their  fame  : 
to  declare  our  persuasion  that,  amid  all  their  disappoint- 
ments, the  people  of  this  country  still  retain  the  generous 
feelings  which  led  them  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  willingly  to  place  all  the  means  required  from  them 
at  her  Majesty's  disposal ;  that  they  will  still  protect  the 
weak  against  the  aggression  of  the  strong,  and  that  they 
are  not  prepared  to  consent  that  Russia  shall,  by  her 
increasing  preponderance,  so  control  the  Turkish 
government  as  practically  to  hold  Constantinople  within 
her  grasp :  to  acquaint  her  Majesty  that,  while  we 
admit  and  lament  the  privations  to  which  war  necessarily 
subjects  all  classes  of  the  people,  we  yet  venture  to 
assure  her  Majesty  that  they  would  in  so  just  a  cause 
hear  those  privations  without  complaint,  if  they  could 
feel  that  the  war  had  been  well-conducted,  that  the 
troops  had  not  been  exposed  to  any  hardships  which 
could  have  been  avoided  by  forethought,  and  that  every- 
thing had  been  done  to  enable  them  to  achieve  decisive 
success  :  humbly  to  represent  to  her  Majesty,  that  her 
people,  suffering  privations  on  account  of  this  war,  have 
as  yet  had  no  such  consolation  ;  that  on  the  contrary, 
we  cannot  withhold  from  her  Majesty  the  avowal  of  our 
conviction  that  the  conduct  of  the  war  has  occasioned 
general  dissatisfaction,  and  given  rise  to  just  complaints, 
and  that  we  must  humbly  lay  before  her  Majesty  our 
deliberate  opinion  that  it  is  only  through  the  selection  of 
men  for  public  employment  without  regard  to  anything 
but  the  public  service,  that  the  country  can  hope  to 
prosecute  the  war  successfully,  and  to  attain  its  only 
legitimate  object — a  secure  and  honourable  peace." 

Lord  Panmure  then  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Friday  week,  bring  forward  a  plan  for  the  Consolidation 
of  the  Civil  Departments  of  the  Army. 

On  Tuesday,  May  8,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  laid 
upon  the  table  the  Papers  Relating  to  tlie  Vienna 
Conferences. 

On  Thursday,  May  10,  Earl  Grey  gave  notice  of 
his  intention,  on  Monday  week,  to  move  that  an  humble 
address  be  presented  to  her  Majesty,  to  thank  her 
Majesty  for  having  ordered  the  protocols  and  other 
papers  connected  with  the  recent  Conferences  at  Vienna 


to  be  laid  before  their  lordships,  and  to  inform  her 
Majesty  that  they  deeply  deplore  the  failure  of  the 
attempt  by  these  negotiations  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
happy  conclusion  ;  and  to  express  their  lordships' 
opinion  that  the  proposals  made  on  the  part  of  Russia 
were  of  such  a  nature  as  might  have  been  acceeded  to  by 
the  other  powers  concerned,  as  tending  to  lead  to  the 
attainment  of  the  object  for  which  arms  were  originally 
taken  up. 

On  Monday,  May  14,  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough 
brought  forward  his  resolutions  respecting  the  State  of 
the  Country  and  the  Conduct  of  the  War.  He  said  the 
war  had  lasted  a  year,  which  was  longer,  he  believed, 
than  it  was  expected  to  last  by  the  ministry  who  made 
it.  The  whole  military  and  naval  strength  of  the 
country  had  been  arrayed  for  its  prosecution,  and  we 
had  no  reason  to  complain  either  of  our  soldiers  or  our 
seamen.  There  had  been  the  most  cordial  union  be- 
tween those  nations  allied  against  Russia;  yet  our 
military  operations  had  been  atttended  with  unparalleled 
sufferings,  had  been  surrounded  by  many  disasters,  and 
crowned  with  no  substantial  success.  But  very  recently 
another  event  had  happened  which  gave  even  a  graver 
character  to  the  war.  The  negotiations  at  Vienna  had 
failed,  and  in  such  a  manner,  through  the  production  of 
propositions  on  the  part  of  Russia  which  were  perfectly 
inadmissible,  as  to  afford  us  the  apprehension  of  a  pro- 
tracted war.  Since  Lord  Palmerston  had  taken  the 
lead  of  the  government,  a  singular  torpor  had  seemed  to 
pervade  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  a  torpor  which, 
if  that  noble  lord  could  have  realised  his  wish  to  stifle 
the  Sebastopol  Committee  of  Inquiry,  would  have  ex- 
tended itself  from  parliament  to  the  nation  at  large. 
While  parliament  had  been  in  a  state  of  torpor  the 
public  had  been  thinking,  and  they  had  arrived  at  this 
conclusion,  that  it  was  necessary,  in  the  selection  of 
individuals  for  public  employment,  to  regard  their  fit- 
ness for  office  and  not  to  act  by  favour.  He  was  no 
new  convert  to  this  principle,  but  had  always  acted  on 
it  when  in  power,  and  could  speak  both  as  to  its  advan- 
tages and  its  dangers.  Confessing  his  apprehensions  at 
the  swell  of  popular  impulses  without  the  walls  of  par- 
liament, he  invited  their  lordships  to  neutralise,  by 
leading  and  guiding,  the  general  movement  of  the 
ptiblic,  and  to  give  a  constitutional  expression  to  the 
general  opinion  that  the  public  servants  should  be 
selected  with  a  single  eye  to  their  capacity  for  per- 
forming public  services.  Descending  to  particulars,  as 
exemplifying  the  negligences  and  ignorances  of  the  mi- 
nistry, the  noble  earl  remarked  that  the  enlistment  of 
16,000  militia  had  been  lost  by  a  parsimonious  attempt 
save  50,000/.  or  60,000/.  ;  that  no  means  of  moving  the 
troops  were  provided  until  a  few  weeks  ago;  that  the 
new  war  ministry  was  organised  upon  a  most  insufficient 
scale  ;  that  the  active  strength  of  the  allied  armies  was 
paralysed  by  the  division  of  command  ;  and  the  services 
of  the  Baltic  fleet  rendered  nugatory  by  the  non-supply 
of  soldiers  and  gun-boats ;  that  the  Asiatic  field  for 
operations  against  Russia  had  been  neglected  ;  and  that 
an  ill-judged  and  ill-timed  expedition  was  undertaken 
in  the  Crimea,  which  he  characterised  as  a  blunder 
alike  in  diplomacy  and  in  war.  The  present  position  of 
the  besieging  army  placed  it  in  itself  in  beleaguerment 
between  the  Russian  entrenchments  and  the  sea,  unable 
to  move  in  the  field,  hopeless  of  success  against  Sebas- 
topol. For  the  continual  disasters  and  eventual  failure 
he  considered  the  home  government  primarily  account- 
able, and  described  the  various  particulars  in  which 
they  had  proved  remiss  and  incapable.  The  fault,  he 
argued,  did  not  lie  so  much  with  the  system  of  govern- 
ment as  with  the  men ;  and  he  observed  that  the 
entanglement  of  a  bad  system  formed  the  recognised 
excuse  of  convicted  mediocrity.  For  his  own  part,  he 
supported  administrative  reform  for  the  same  reason 
that  he  had  opposed  the  old  Reform  Bill,  because  he 
wished  to  see  the  ablest  men  brought  into  public  posi- 
tions. Their  lordships  themselves,  he  remarked,  enjoyed 
the  hereditary  rank  which  their  ancestors  had  won  not 
by  favour  but  by  fitness,  and  he  called  upon  them,  at  a 
great  crisis,  to  acknowledge  and  advocate  the  great 
principle  to  which  they  owed  their  own  existence,  and 
to  place  themselves  in  the  vanguard  of  public  opinion. 
The  noble  earl  concluded  by  moving  his  resolutions. 


They  declared  that,  notwithstanding  every  disappoint- 
ment, the  people  of  this  country  still  retain  the  generous 
feelings  which  led  them,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
■war,  willingly  to  place   all   the  means   required   from 
them  at  her  Majesty's  disposal ;  that  they  will  still  pro- 
tect the  weak  against  the  aggression  of  the  strong ;  and 
that  they  are  not  prepared  to  consent  that  Russia  shall, 
by  her  increasing  preponderance,  so  control  the  Turkish 
government  as  practically  to  hold  Constantinople  within 
her  grasp.     The  resolutions  finally  represented  that  the 
people,  suffering  privations  on  account  of  the  war,  had 
as  vet  had  no  consolation;  and  that  their  lordships  were 
of  opinion  that  it  would  only  he  through  the  selection 
of  men  for  public  employment,  without  regard  to  any- 
thing but  the  public  service,  that   the  country  could 
hope  to  prosecute  the  war  successfully,  and  to  attain  its 
only  legitimate  object — a  secure  and  honourable  peace. 
— Lord  Panmure  said  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him,  without  exposing  himself  to  misrepresentation,  to 
object  to  a  great  part  of  the  noble  earl's  assertions  ;  but 
in  other  parts  of  the  noble  earl's  address  her  Majesty's 
government  recognised  a  censure  to  which  they  could 
not   submit,   and  it  would   be  his   duty,  therefore,    to 
move  that  this  question  be   not  put.     He  should  not 
move  to  place  a  direct  negative  upon  it,  but  he  should 
so  shape  bis  motion  as  to  submit  to  their  lordships  that 
the  government  were   not  open   to   this   censure.     In 
justification  of  the  ministerial  conduct,  Lord  Panmure 
urged  the  forty  years'  peace,  the  consequent  insufficiency 
of  our  armaments,   and  the  retrenchments  which  had 
reduced   the   army  to  a   mere  series  of  detached  and 
isolated    regiments.      Declaring   that   the   government 
had  laboured  indefatigably  and  successfully  to  supply 
all  requirements,  he  adverted  in  detail  to  the  successive 
operations  of  last  year's  campaign,  and  the  condition  of 
the  troops  in  the  field  and  the  camp,  arguing  that  in  all 
cases  the  best  available  course  had  been  followed,  and 
whatever  evils  arose  were  remedied  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.     The  public  interest  forbade  him  from 
citing  documents  in  his  possession,  but  he  ventured  to 
assure  the  house  that  since  February  last  the  British 
troops  had  been  gradually  improving  in  health,  strength, 
and  efficiency,  and  were  now  unmatched  in  every  quality 
which  rendered  an  army  fit  for  action,  and  formidable 
against   the  enemy.      On   the   general   allegation   that 
inefficient  functionaries  were  advanced  to  high  office,  he 
challenged   attack,   remarking  that  no  single  instance 
had  been  cited  to  substantiate  the  charge.     He  took  for 
granted  that   the  noble  earl  referred  to  civil  appoint- 
ments and  not  to  the  army  or  navy.     It  was,  then,  his 
duty  to  point  out  some  instances,  but  this  he  had  not 
done.     The  portion  of  the  noble  earl's  resolutions  which 
seemed  to  cast  a  censure   upon  government  was  well 
worthy   their   lordships'   serious   consideration.      Only 
three   months   had   elapsed    since   the   country   passed 
through  a   prolonged  ministerial  crisis ;    and  true  pa- 
triotism,  he   urged,   now   pointed   to   a   course   which 
should   allay  public   anxiety,   strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  government,  and  give  to  the  general  and  the  army 
increased  confidence  in  their  constitutional  directors. — 
The  Earls  of  Hardwicke  and  Winchilsea  supported 
the   resolutions,  which  were   opposed  by  the    Earl   of 
Elgin. — The  Earl  of  Derby  supported  the  resolutions. 
He  did  not  concur  in  all  that  was  said  at  the  London 
meeting.     He  entered  into  a  lengthened  explanation  of 
the  causes  which  limited  the  choice  of  servants  of  the 
crown  to  persons  of  a  particular  class,  and  expressed  his 
opinion  that  whenever  a  young  man  of  ability  entered 
parliament,   there  was  no  minister,    whether  whig  or 
tory,   who  would  not  gladly  accept  his  services.      He 
stated  this  in  order  to  correct  the  exaggerated  feeling 
which  was  abroad  on  this  subject.     It  was  said  great 
improvements   had   been   made  within  the   last  three 
months,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  war  minister,  the  government  was  the 
same  as  it  had   been  when  all  the  evils  occurred.     In 
conclusion,  he  stated  that,  while  he  should  regret  if  the 
success   of  this   resolution   should   remove  the  present 
ministers,  still  he  could  not  admit  that  the  state  of  the 
country  was  such  as  to  deter  him  from  accepting  office 
if  it  were  oifered  him  now,  as  he  had  three  months  ago. 
— The  Duke  of  Newcastle  defended  the  conduct  of 
government.— The    Marquises   of    Clanricaude   and 


Londonderry  opposed  the  motion. — The  Marquis  of 
LANSDOWNE  said  it  was  plain  this  resolution  was 
mainly  directed  against  Lord  Palmerston.  He  reminded 
the  house  that  in  every  war  this  country  had  been  en- 
gaged in  since  the  revolution  the  first  year  was  unsuc- 
cessful, and  to  a  degree  infinitely  greater  than  the 
present  war  had  been.  He  stated,  as  a  curious  fact, 
that  in  the  first  expedition  of  Marshal  Schomburgh, 
which  was  planned  by  King  William,  there  were  pre- 
cisely the  same  complaints,  even  to  the  want  of  clothing 
and  hutting,  which  were  now  urged  in  respect  to  the 
Crimean  army.  He  asserted  that  it  was  a  popular 
delusion  to  suppose  that  there  was  any  reserve  of  talent 
in  this  country  which  was  prevented  by  artificial  means 
from  finding  its  way  into  the  government,  and  he  con- 
tended that  the  government  had  done  its  best  to  recruit 
its  ranks  from  every  possible  quarter.  "With  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  war,  he  asserted  that  the  Russians 
had  suffered  tenfold  what  the  allies  had  done,  and  he 
cited  a  return  which,  he  assured  the  house,  was  ob- 
tained from  the  highest  authority,  stating  that,  previous 
to  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas,  177,000  men 
had  died,  and  since  theu  70,000  more  had  perished — 
making  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  247,000  men.  He  added 
that  there  was  no  step  which  we  had  taken  through 
the  whole  war  which  was  not  either  suggested  or  ap- 
proved by  our  invaluably  ally. — The  Earl  of  Ellen- 
borgugh  replied  ;  after  which  their  lordships  divided. 
Contents,  71  ;  non-contents,  181 :  majority  against  the 
motion,  110. 

On  Tuesday,  May  15,  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  moved 
a  resolution  that,  in  order  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy 
termination,  it  was  necessary  to  Restrict  the  Trade  with 
Russia  by  more  efficient  measures  than  any  which  have 
hitherto  been  adopted  or  announced  by  her  Majesty's 
government.  He  more  particularly  complained  of  the 
free  transit  of  goods  through  Prussia. — Lord  Stanley 
of  Alderley  replied  that  government  felt  the  importance 
of  carrying  on  the  blockade  with  all  the  energy  and  strict- 
ness possible.  With  respect  to  that  portion  of  the  trade 
of  Russia  which  oozed  through  Prussia,  he  saw  no 
means  —  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing 
that  which  was  Russian  produce  from  that  which  was 
Prussian — the  effect  of  which  would  not  be  to  inflict  the 
maximum  of  injury  to  ourselves  for  the  minimum  of 
injury  inflicted  on  Russia.  For  these  reasons  he  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  resort  to  any  other  measures 
than  those  which  had  already  been  taken. — Lord  Col- 
chester contended  for  the  right  of  search,  which  Earl 
Granville  condemned  as  likely  to  offend  the  European 
powers  without  any  practical  benefit  to  ourselves. — Earl 
Grey'  denounced  the  principle  of  drawing  tighter  the 
restrictions  on  trade  and  the  commerce  of  the  world — 
in  order  to  injure  an  enemy — as  dangerous  and  impolitic. 
— The  Earl  of  Derby  could  not  refuse  his  vote  to  a 
proposition  which  tended  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigour  and  efficiency. — The  house  then  divided,  when 
there  appeared — Contents  (for  the  resolution),  31  ;  non- 
contents  (against  it),  47  :  majority  against  it  16. 

On  Friday,  May  18,  Lord  Panmure  made  a  state- 
ment of  th'e  proposed  Reforms  in  our  Military  Admi- 
nistration. It  was  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  abo- 
lish the  office  of  Master-General  of  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance altogether.  The  ordnance  consists  of  two  depart- 
ments, one  occupied  with  matters  which  are  purely 
military,  the  other  with  matters  of  a  civil  character. 
The  former  includes  the  command  of  the  Royal  Artil- 
lery and  the  Royal  Engineers,  both  which  it  is  proposed 
to  vest  in  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army.  The 
civil  department  will  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  War  Department,  who  will  have  under  him  a 
chief  civil  officer  with  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  order  that  he  may  be  there  responsible  for  all  that  is 
done  in  the  civil  administration  of  the  army.  He  pro- 
posed in  the  new  arrangement  to  place  a  naval  officer  in 
connection  with  the  Director  General  of  Artillery,  who 
would  be  charged  with  superintending  improvements  in 
the  naval  gunnery  of  the  country.  He  further  intended 
to  establish  a  department  which  should  have  the  super- 
intendence of  the  whole  public  contracts  made  for  the 
army  or  ordnance,  and  he  proposed  to  place  at  the  head 
of  it  a  commercial  gentleman,  who  had  the  confidence  of 
the  commercial  world.     A  superintendent  of  clothing 
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would  be  appointed,  which  would  do  away  with  the 
board  of  general  officers.  The  noble  lord  then  pointed 
out  that  the  various  heads  of  depaitments  should  also  be 
in  constant  communication  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  order  that  they  might  intimately  know  each  other's 
opinions  upon  all  matters  coming  under  their  jurisdic- 
tion.— The  Earl  of  Ellenborough  and  Earl  Grey 
threw  out  some  suggestions,  but  declined  to  enter  into 
detailed  criticism  until  a  future  occasion. 

On  Thursday,  May  24th,  the  second  reading  of  the 
Newspaper  Stamp  Duties  Bill  was  moved  by  Viscount 
Canning,  and  agreed  to  after  some  remarks  from  Lord 
Monteagle  in  opposition  to  the  measure. 

On  Friday,  May  25th,  Earl  Grey  brought  forward  his 
resolutions  as  to  the  Policy  of  Government  respecting 
the   War.     He   enlarged  upon  the  waste  of  life  which 
had    already   taken   place,  and  the  miseries  attendant 
upon  war.     An  opportunity  which  offered  a  fair  chance 
of  peace  had,  he  believed,  been  thrown  away.    Granting 
that  the  country  was  justified  in  commencing  hostilities, 
he  remarked  at  much  length  upon  the  impolicy  of  re- 
jecting an  honourable  basis  for  negotiation.     He  recapi- 
tulated the   objects  and  principles  for  whose   enforce- 
ment we  had  engaged  in  war,  and  contended  that  these 
were  not  only   realised,   but  much   exceeded,   in   the 
concessions  already  made  by  Russia.     Examining  the 
propo.-itions   presented   on   either   side    at  the  Vienna 
conferences,  he   expressed  his  preference  for  the  propo- 
sals made   by  Russia,  remarking  that   to  demand  the 
limitation  of  her  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea  was  insulting  to 
an  independent  power,  and  in  reply  to  the  assertion  that 
Russia's  faith  could  not  be  relied  upon,  observed  that  the 
objection  would  be  equally  applicable,  and  the  objection  of 
the  treaty  equally  uncertain,  whatever  were  the  terms 
upon  which  it  was  concluded.  He  inquired  what  were  the 
expectations  that  could  induce  the  country  to  protract 
the   war,   urging  that   all  practical  objects  were   now 
secured,  and  nothing  remained  but  some  vague  and  un- 
certain advantages,  contended  for  under  the  impulse  of 
an  unjustifiable  animosity  against  Russia.     Tracing  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  conflict  from  the  beginning,  he 
argued,  that  the  English  government  and  the  ambassador 
at    Constantinople   might   have   averted  the   outbreak 
of  war,  or  stopped  hostilities  at  various  opportunities, 
bringing  against  them,  for  their  omissions  in  this  respect, 
a  heavy  charge  of  negligence,  partiality,  and  recklessness. 
The  Earl  of  Clarendon,  who  spoke  of  Lord  Grey 
as  the  advocate  of  Russia,  observed  that  the  noble  earl 
omitted  to  take  into  account  the   uniform  spirit  of  ag- 
gression which  the   Czar  had  always  manifested  against 
Turkey.     The  late  Emperor  Nicholas  had  asserted  that 
the   Sultan  was  past  hope,  and  the  mission  of  Prince 
Mentchikoff   was   designed   to   give   him  the    coup  de 
grace.     Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  we  had  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  designs  of  Russia,  and  with 
her  means  for  executing  them,  and  had  discovered  that 
Europe  was  standing  over  a  mine  without  knowing  it. 
Russia  had  for  years  been  permitted  to  interfere  and  to 
encroach,  through  the  culpable  negligence  of  the  Euro- 
pean powers,  and  but  for  the  timely  revelation  of  her 
objects,   might,  in  a  few  years  more,  have  succeeded  in 
realising  her  plans.     Finding  every  reason  to  conclude 
that    these    designs    were    still    entertained    and    the 
power  of  Russia  still  unbroken,  Lord  Clarendon    pro- 
ceeded to  enforce  the  necessity  of  finding  some  effec- 
tual means  to  repress  the  advances  and  curb  the  ambi- 
tion   of    a    power    which   continually   threatened   the 
independence  of  its  neighbours.     He  examined  point  by 
point,  the  propositions  which  had  been   suggested  for 
this  purpose,  and  while  declaring  that  nothing  but  the 
intractable  spirit  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  Russia  had 
stood  in  the  way  of  peace,  contended  that  England  was 
bound  for  the  sake  alike  of  honour  and  security  to  pro- 
secute the  war  until  such  terms  were  offered  calculated 
to  carry  out  the  principle  which  he  lud  indicated,  and 
guarantee  the  safety  of  Europe.    Lord  Malmesbury  op- 
posed themotion  and  supported  the  policy  of  government. 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  advised   Earl  Grey  not  to 
divide  the  House.   After  some  observations  from  the  Earl 
of  Derby,  Earl  Grey  withdrew  his  resolutions. 


House    of    Commons,     Friday,     April    27.  —  Mr. 
Layard  gave  notice  that  on  an  early  day  he  should 


move  resolutions  declaring  that  the  State  of  the  Country 
was  such  as  to  cause  serious  alarm  ;  that  the  sacrifice  of 
efficiency  to  family  and  party  interests  is  the  source  of 
great  misfortune  and  disgrace  to  the  country  :  and  that 
the  house  will  support  any  ministry  which  can  enforce 
the  efficient  conduct  of  the  public  service  and  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 

A  discussion  of  some  length  arose  respecting  certain 
Statements  made  by  Mr.  Layard  in  his  late  Speech  at 
Liverpool,  and  repeated  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  the 
Times.  —  Mr.  Ew'ART  complained  of  the  insinuation 
that  his  relative,  Major  Ewart,  owed  his  promotion  to 
parliamentary  influences.  —  Mr.  H.  Baring  denounced 
and  denied  certain  allegations  respecting  the  officers  of 
the  Coldstream  Guards. — General  Peel  justified  the 
promotion,  without  purchase,  of  Colonel  Hardinge,  the 
son  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  declaring  that  the  step 
was  given  in  strict  accordance  with  military  precedent, 
and  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  officer  in  question  by  the  for- 
tune of  service. — Mr.  F.  Peel  denied  that  any  undue 
influence  had  been  exercised  with  regard  to  promotions 
in  the  army  ;  and,  alter  recapitulating  a  variety  of  facts 
and  instances,  called  on  Mr.  Layard  to  retract  the  state- 
ment he  had  hazarded. — Mr.  Layard  explained  that  lie 
had  designed  to  offer  no  disparagement  either  to  Major 
Ewart  or  Colonel  Hardinge  ;  but,  on  the  general  question, 
reiterated  and  adhered  to  his  condemnation  of  the  system 
of  favouritism  on  which  promotion  had  been  granted  to 
officers  in  the  army. — The  statements  of  Mr.  Layard  were 
further  impugned  by  Mr.  Hardinge,  Mr.  Byng,  Colonel 
Lindsay,  Colonel  North,  and  Colonel  Knox.  —  Lord 
Palmerston  regretted  that  any  member  of  that  house 
should  have  placed  himself  in  the  position  occupied  by 
Mr.  Layard.  Remarking  that  all  his  allegations  had 
been  utterly  disproved,  and  his  charges  shown  to  be 
false  and  calumnious,  the  noble  lord  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  he  had  not  manfully  retracted  his  assertions. 
After  pronouncing  a  high  eulogium-  on  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  Lord  Palmerston  adverted  to  the  accusation 
brought  against  the  British  army,  of  being  essentially 
aristocratic,  contending  that  it  was  equally  honourable 
to  the  aristocracy  and  to  the  army  that  men  of  the 
highest  class  should  show  themselves  foremost  in  braving 
danger  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  second  readins  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Bill 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Blackburn,  who  moved  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. — A  long 
debate  ensued,  at  the  close  of  which  a  division  took 
place,  when  there  appeared — for  the  second  reading, 
210  ;  for  the  amendment,  171 ;  majority  for  the  second 
reading,  39. 

On  Monday,  April  30,  Lord  John  Russell  took  his 
Seat  for  the  City,  on  his  re-election  consequent  on 
accepting  the  office  of  colonial  secretary. 

Mr.  Disraeli  requested  to  know  from  Lord  John 
Russell  whether  he  meant  to  give  any  information 
respecting  the  late  Diplomatic  Proceedings  at  Vienna. 
—  Lord  Palmerston  wished,  before  Lord  John  Russell 
answered  the  question,  to  correct  a  statement  he  had 
formerly  made  to  the  house.  He  stated  that  the  Rus- 
sians, in  refusing  the  allied  propositions,  made  no 
counter  offer.  He  had  since  learned  they  did  make  a 
proposal ;  but  it  was  not  of  a  nature  to  satisfy  any  one 
of  the  allied  plcnipotentaries. —  Lord  John  Russell 
said,  in  answer  to  the  question,  that  he  understood  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  government  very  shortly  to  lay 
the  protocols  of  the  conference  upon  the  table.  He  then 
stated  the  substance  of  the  various  conference?  as  they 
had  occurred,  as  follows  :  The  first  meeting  of  the  con- 
ference was  on  the  loth  of  March.  The  negotiations 
with  respect  to  the  first  two  of  the  four  points  lasted 
until  the  2Gth  of  March.  On  that  day  the  third  point 
came  under  consideration.  It  was  suggested  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  Austria  that  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
Russia  should  themselves  make  a  proposal  calculated  to 
satisfy  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  The  plenipotentiaries 
of  Russia  replied  that  they  had  no  instructions  to  do  so; 
but  they  asked  for  time  to  refer  to  their  government. 
The  consequence  was  that  the  conference  was  then 
adjourned,  and  that  no  meeting  for  the  transaction  of 
business  took  place  until  the  answer  was  received  from 
St.  Petersburg.  On  the  17th  of  April  another  conference 
was  held,  when  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Russia  informed 
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the  conference  that  they  had  received  instructions  from 
their  government  not  to  take  the  initiative  of  any  pro- 
positions ;  but  that  they  were  ready  to  hear  and  discuss 
any  proposal  which  might  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
ference. The  representatives  of  the  allied  powers  then 
requested  forty-eight  hours  to  consider  the  form  in 
which  they  should  make  their  proposal,  and  on  the  19th 
of  April  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France  and  of  Great 
Britain,  supported  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Austria, 
laid  their  proposition  before  the  conference.  The  Rus- 
sian plenipotentiaries,  on  their  side,  asked  for  forty- 
!  eight  hours  in  order  to  prepare  their  answer  to  this 
proposition.  Accordingly,  on  the  21st,  they  gave  their 
answer,  totally  rejecting  the  propositions  which  had 
been  made  to  the  conference.  They  stated,  however, 
that  they  had  propositions  to  make  on  the  part  of  their 
government  which  they  conceived  would  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  demand  that  Turkey  should  be  united 
more  closely  with  the  maintenance  of  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  and  that  some  restriction  should  be 
placed  upon  the  preponderance  of  Russia  in  the  Black 
Sea.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  Austria,  France,  and 
Great  Britain,  found  those  proposals  of  Russia  entirely 
unacceptable,  and  refused  to  consider  them  in  detail. 
The  plenipotentiary  of  Austria  then  said,  that  although 
these  propositions  had  been  rejected,  he  trusted  that  all 
the  means  of  reconciling  the  belligerent  parties  by  peace 
were  not  yet  exhausted.  To  this  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  France  and  of  Great  Britain  replied  that  their  instruc- 
tions were  exhausted,  and  that  they  had  no  powers  to 
consider  any  further  propositions.  He  then  said  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  repair  to  his  own  government, 
and  lay  before  them  the  whole  state  of  the  case.  The 
French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  followed  him  a  few 
days  afterwards,  and  was  now,  he  believed,  in  Paris. 
— In  answer  to  repeated  questions  from  Mr.  Disraeli, 
Lord  Palmerston  said  that  the  protocols  to  be  pro- 
duced would  state  very  clearly  what  the  nature  of  the 
four  points  were  ;  #that  these  protocols  would  be  laid 
upon  the  table  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  promise  to  accompany  them  with  the  despatches 
connected  with  the  Austrian  treaty.— In  answer  to  Mr. 
Bass,  Lord  John  Russell  said  that  the  Turkish 
minister  was,  all  through  the  negotiations,  of  the  same 
mind  with  the  other  allies. — In  answer  to  Mr.  Dun- 
combe,  Lord  Palmerston  said  that  Russia  had  made 
another  proposition  at  Vienna  since  the  departure  of 
Lord  John  Russell;  but  it  had  been  rejected  by  the 
allies. 

On  the  motion  for  considering  the  amendments  of  the 
Loan  Bill,  Sir  Fitzuoy  Kelly  moved  the  omission  of 
clause  22,  providing  for  the  annual  payment  of  1 ,000,000?., 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  until  16,000,000?.  Consols 
be  repaid.  —  After  a  long  discussion,  the  amendment 
was  negatived  by  210  against  111. 

In  committee  on  the  Income-lax  Bill,  ministers  con- 
sented to  an  amendment  on  clause  1,  moved  by  Mr. 
Hildyard,  fixing  the  additional  rate  and  duty  on 
incomes  under  150?.  per  annum  and  above  100/.  at  l\d. 
instead  of  2d.,  as  provided  in  the  bill ;  because  '2d.  addi- 
tional upon  incomes  below  150?.  is  a  higher  rate  of 
increase  than  2d.  upon  incomes  above  150?. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  the  Newspaper 
Stamp  Bill.  —  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
announced  the  conclusion  he  had  come  to  with  respect 
to  the  registration  clauses.  After  giving  the  matter  the 
best  consideration  he  could,  he  proposed  to  allow  the 
existing  law  on  that  subject  to  remain  as  it  was,  and  to 
compel  all  newspapers  to  comply  with  the  existing 
regulations,  both  as  regarded  registration  and  security 
against  libel.  By  a  new  clause,  the  Chancellor  limited 
the  privilege  of  retransmission  by  the  post  to  a  period  of 
fifteen  days. — The  copyright  clauses,  brought  forward 
by  Ihe  government,  gave  rise  to  a  lengthened  discussion, 
in  which  Mr.  Whiteside,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  Lord 
Lovaine,  Lord  Stanley,  and  others,  objected  to  all 
attempts  at  copyright  as  impracticable,  while  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Phinn  supported  at 
least  the  principle  of  copyright.  In  the  end  the  govern- 
ment withdrew  the  clause,  leaving  newspaper  proprie- 
tors to  the  remedy  of  the  existing  law. — Mr.  Monckton 
Milnes  then  brought  forward  a  clause  to  allow  the 
privilege   of  transmission  and   retransmission  through 


the  post  to  all  newspapers  embossed  with  the  penny 
stamp,  and  of  which  the  printed  superficies  did  not 
exceed  .3,500  inches.  The  clause  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Lowe,  Mr.  Drummond,  and  others,  and  was  opposed  by 
Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer;  and,  on  a  division,  the  clause  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  260  to  86.  The  other  clauses 
went  through  committee,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  next  day. 

On  Tuesday,  May  1,  Mr.  Spooner  moved  that  the 
house  should  resolve  itself  into  committee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  Acts  for  the  Endowment  of 
the  College  of  Maynooth,  with  a  view  to  the  withdrawal 
of  all  national  grants  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  for 
the  support  of  that  establishment. — A  debate  ensued, 
which  was  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  June. 

On  Wednesday,  May  2,  Sir  John  ,'Pakington 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Education  Bill.  Briefly 
describing  and  defending  the  machinery  of  the  bill,  he 
urged  that  in  principle  it  was  designed  to  combine  the 
most  extended  religious  education  with  the  widest 
tolerance  of  sectarian  distinctions.  The  funds  that 
would  be  required  to  carry  out  his  system,  the  right 
hon.  baronet  remarked,  were  to  be  provided  for  by 
grants  of  public  money,  administered  under  the  super- 
vision of  local  boards ;  but  with  some  additional 
machinery,  rendering  them  accountable  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  All  details,  he  submitted,  might  be  left  for 
arrangement  in  committee  ;  and  he  invited  the  house  to 
affirm  the  principle  of  this  measure  by  consenting  to 
pass  it  through  the  stage  of  second  reading.  —  Mr. 
Henley  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  bill  be  read 
a  second  time  that  day  six  months.  His  objections, 
which  the  hon.  member  urged  at  great  length,  were 
founded  chiefly  upon  the  apprehension  that  the  bill 
would  diminish  the  certainty  that  all  education  receiving 
public  support  should  include  the  religious  clement,  and 
that  it  might  tend  to  foster  and  extend  the  range  of  the 
voluntary  principle  as  regarded  our  educational  institu- 
tions.—The  debate  was  adjourned. 

On  Thursday,  May  3,  Lord  Grosvenor  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  for  suppressing  Sunday  Trading 
in  the  Metropolis. — Mr.  Wilkinson  doubted  whether 
the  subject  were  fit  for  legislation,  but  if  it  were  deemed 
necessary  to  legislate  upon  it,  he  considered  that 
the  government  should  undertake  that  duty. — Lord 
Eisrington  expressed  his  cordial  approbation  of  the 
bill,  as  did  the  Marquis  of  Blandford. — Sir  G.  Grey, 
on  behalf  of  the  government,  consented  to  allow  the  bill 
to  be  read  a  second  time,  leaving  for  the  committee  any 
further  discussion  of  its  details. — Mr.  T.  Duncombe 
believed  that  the  working  classes  were  almost  universally 
anxious  to  secure  the  proper  observance  of  Sunday,  but 
pointed  out  various  difficulties  connected  with  the 
arrangements  of  work,  the  payment  of  wages,  and  the 
necessities  of  their  domestic  condition,  which  compelled 
them  to  make  many  purchases  on  the  morning  of  that 
day.  He  recommended  the  promoters  of  the  bill  to 
refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  and  contended  that  some 
general  measure  should  be  prepared  upon  the  subject, 
whose  operation  should  not  be  limited  to  the  metropolis. 
— Mr.  M.  Chambers  viewed  the  measure  as  a  great 
boon  to  the  operative  and  artisan  classes  of  the  metro- 
polis.— Mr.  W.  J.  Fox  observed  that  the  bill  presented 
no  coherent  principle,  as  it  left  untouched  a  great  mass 
of  work  and  duties  which  now  fell  upon  many  classes  of 
the  community,  especially  upon  domestic  servants.  The 
measure,  to  be  consistent,  should  be  made  universal  in 
its  application. — Lord  R.  Grosvenor  said  his  reason 
for  limiting  its  operation  to  the  metropolis  was  because 
the  evil  of  Sunday  trading  existed  there  to  the  greatest 
extent. — The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. — Mr. 
Duncombe  moved  that  the  measure  should  be  sent 
before  a  select  committee. — The  motion  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Wilkinson  ;  but,  after  a  few  words  from  Sir  G. 
Grey',  was  withdrawn,  and  the  committee  on  the  bill 
fixed  for  the  13th  of  June. 

Mr.  Whiteside  brought  forward  for  second  reading 
a  series  of  six  bills  designed  to  improve  and  amend  the 
practice  and  course  of  procedure  in  the  Irish  Court  of 
Chancery. — Mr.  J.  D.  Fitzgerald  contended  that  Mr. 
Whiteside  had  based  his  measures  on  erroneous  infor- 
mation, and  framed  them  on  principles  which  rendered 
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them  wholly  ineffectual  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
avowed  object.  He  moved  that  the  bills  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months. — Mr.  Cairns  suggested 
that  without  summarily  rejecting  the  bills,  they  should 
be  held  over  until  the  promised  report  of  the  com- 
missioners was  laid  before  parliament. — Mr.  Malins 
defended  the  bills. — Mr.  Keogii  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  which  was  agreed  to,  for  a  month. 

On  Friday,  May  4,  Mr.  Disraeli  complained  that 
an  unusually  long  period  was  allowed  to  elapse  before 
the  state  papers  relating  to  the  Vienna  Conferences 
were  laid  before  parliament.  Referring  to  former  pre- 
cedents, he  observed  that  the  papers  relating  to  Lord 
Malmesbury's  mission  in  1796  were  laid  on  the  table 
even  before  the  return  of  the  envoy.  Similar  punctuality 
might,  he  urged,  have  been  observed  in  the  present 
instance,  if  government  had  shown  due  diligence,  or  had 
not  been  reluctant  to  afford  information  on  a  topic  which 
absorbed  public  interest  at  the  present  moment. — Lord 
Palmerston  submitted  that  the  precedent  of  179S 
related  to  a  transaction  in  which  the  attainment  of 
peace  had  long  been  known  to  be  hopeless.  Declaring 
that  the  government  in  their  treatment  of  this  affair 
had  been  actuated  solely  by  motives  of  public  duty,  he 
intimated  that  the  delay  in  communicating  the  papers 
in  question  to  the  legislature  had  arisen  from  a  wish  not 
to  throw  further  difficulties  in  the  way  of  negotiations 
which  were  not  yet  wholly  terminated. 

The  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Tenant's 
Compensation  (Ireland)  Bill  was  resumed  and  con- 
cluded. The  discussion  chiefly  dealt  with  the  retro- 
spective compensation-clause,  to  which  there  was  some 
opposition.  It  was  supported  by  Mr.  IIorsman  and 
Lord  Palmerston,  and  the  second  reading  was  carried 
by  163  to  50. 

On  Monday,  May  7,  Mr.  Disraeli  returned  to 
the  question  of  the  Vienna  Protocols,  and  asked  the 
government  if  they  were  yet  ready  ?— Sir  G.  Grey 
said  he  knew  the  foreign  secretary  was  busy  preparing 
the  protocols  for  publication,  and  they  would  be 
laid  before  the  house  on  a  very  early  day. — Mr. 
Disraeli  said  he  would  to-morrow  ask  the  govern- 
ment to  fix  the  day  when  they  should  be  laid  before 
the  house;  and  if  that  day  was  not  soon,  he  would 
ask  the  house  to  express  air  opinion  on  the  subject. — 
Later  in  the  evening  Lord  Palmerston  stated  that  the 
protocols  would  bo  laid  before  the  house  on  the  following 
day.  The  reason  why  they  had  not  yet  been  presented 
was,  he  said,  on  account  of  the  temporary  illness  of  "the 
person  whose  duty  it  was  to  prepare  the  translations  of 
the  protocols." 

On  the  third readingof  the  Newspaper  Stamp  Duty  Bill, 
Mr.  Hadfield  complained  of  the  limitation  of  fifteen 
days,  beyond  which  stamped  newspapers  could  not  pass 
through  the  post. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer thought  fifteen  days  was  sufficiently  wide  ;  though, 
if  the  house  wished  it,  he  would  not  object  to  extend 
the  period  to  thirty  days.  He  might  add,  that  as  soon 
as  this  law  passed,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  establish  a  cheap  postage  for  printed  matter 
generally. — Mr.  Bright  objected  to  the  retransmission 
of  newspapers  altogether;  and  he  hoped,  further,  that 
the  government  would  soon  consider  the  question  of  the 
newspaper  stamp  with  a  view  to  its  abolition,  as  it  was 
a  great  hardship  on  those  papermakers  who  lived  at  a 
distance  from  the  places  where  papers  were  stamped. — 
Mr.  Caley  strongly  advocated  the  retransmission  of 
newspapers,  as  tending  to  a  great  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
He  had  opposed  the  second  reading  because,  though  he 
believed  it  would  diffuse  a  great  blessing  through  the 
country,  still  he  could  not  consent  to  purchase  that 
blessing  at  the  expense  of  existing  interests.  He  was 
in  favour  of  a  copyright  in  news,  and  in  favour  of 
transmitting  the  largest-sized  newspapers  through  the 
post,  and  he  now  gave  notice  that  if  newspapers  of  six 
ounces  weight  were  not  allowed  to  go  through  the  post 
for  a  penny,  he  would  divide  the  house  against  the  third 
reading. — Mr.  Duffy  reminded  the  house  that,  in  the 
case  of  monthly  mails  to  the  colonies,  thirteen  daily 
newspapers  would  he  excluded  from  the  colonies  alto- 
gether. He  was,  therefore,  against  the  limitation 
altogether — at  least  a  month  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the 
retransmission. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


had  no  objection  to  make  the  fortnight  limitation  apply 
exclusively  to  the  united  kingdom. — Mr.  Vansittart 
moved  that  the  bill  should  be  read  a  third  time  that  day 
six  months.  He  could  not  find  that  anybody  thoroughly 
liked  this  bill  except  Mr.  M.  Gibson,  and  nobody  in  the 
country  wished  for  it,  while  the  revenue  to  be  lost  was 
much  more  than  the  country  could  afford. — Mr.  La- 
rouchere  said  he  had  voted  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  purely  on  financial  grounds,  and  now  that  the 
budget  had  been  laid  before  them  he  would  certainly 
vote  for  the  third  reading.  He  was  favourable  to  the 
privilege  of  retransmitting  newspapers  as  a  measure 
likely  to  encourage  the  best  and  ablest  papers. — Mr. 
Whiteside  had  intended  to  move  a  clause  allowing  a 
newspaper  of  six  ounces  in  weight  to  go  through  the 
post  for  a  penny.  He  wanted  to  know  where  it  had 
been  proved  that  the  post-office  would  have  more  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  six  ounces  than  four.  He  believed  the 
great  object  of  the  present  limitation  to  four  ounces  was 
to  injure  a  particular  journal.  As  he  saw  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  not  agree  to  the  amendment  he 
proposed,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  oppose  the  bill. 
— Lord  Palmerston  here  stated  that  the  Speaker  was 
labouring  under  indisposition,  and  suggested  that  the 
bill  should  at  once  be  read  a  third  time — that  the 
amendments  to  be  discussed  on  the  question  that  the 
bill  do  pass  be  adjourned  to  a  future  day — and  that  the 
house  should  now  go  into  committee  on  the  spirit  duties 
bill.— Mr.  Disraeli  said  there  could  be  but  one  feeling 
of  sympathy  for  the  speaker,  but  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned. — Lord 
Palmerston  assented  to  this,  and  the  debate  was 
adjourned  till  Friday. 

On  Wednesday,  May  9,  Mr.  Headlam  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Illegal  Marriages  (Scotland)  Bill. 
The  measure,  he  contended,  would  define  and  enforce 
the  law  on  a  point  where  its  existing  uncertainties  and 
inefficiency  gave  scope  for  very  serious  consequences. — 
Mr.  Elliott  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  second 
reading  should  be  deferred  for  six  months. — Lord 
Duncan  opposed  the  bill,  which  he  believed  would 
throw  the  whole  marriage  law  in  Scotland  into  con- 
fusion.— The  house  divided — for  the  second  reading, 
40;  for  the  amendment,  143.  The  bill  was  consequently 
rejected. 

The  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Marriage 
Lata  Amendment  Bill  was  then  resumed  by  Sir  W. 
Heathcote,  who  believed  that  the  scriptural  authority 
against  marriage  within  the  contemplated  degrees  of 
affinity  was  undoubted,  and  argued  if  any  doubt  existed, 
it  should  be  resolved  in  favour  of  the  existing  law. — ■ 
Mr.  Phinn  supported  the  bill,  urging,  among  other 
arguments,  that  marriage  had  ceased  to  be  considered  a 
question  appertaining  only  to  the  ecclesiastical  law. — 
Mr.  R.  Palmer  apprehended  that  the  measure  would 
sap  the  foundations  of  morality  in  this  country.  It  con- 
travened, moreover,  as  he  contended,  the  decision  of  the 
learned  divines  by  whom  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the 
English  church  were  framed. — Mr.  Lowe  defended  the 
measure,  which  was  condemned  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  Spooner,  who  reiterated  the  arguments  against  it 
derived,  according  to  their  interpretation,  from  the 
authority  of  scripture  and  the  cannon-law. — Mr.  Cobden 
having  spoken  in  favour  of  the  bill,  a  division  was 
called,  on  which  there  appeared — for  the  measure,  165; 
against,  157  :  majority  in  favour  of  the  bill,  8.  The 
bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

On  Thursday,  May  10,  Sir  E.  Perry,  in  moving  for 
a  select  committee  to  consider  how  the  Army  of  India 
may  be  mads  most  available  for  the  War  in  Europe, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  if  it 
should  be  deemed  expedient  to  constitute  the  army  of 
the  East  India  Company  a  royal  army,  stated  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  to  forego  his  intention  of  moving 
for  a  royal  commission.  If  the  war  was  to  last,  he  af- 
firmed that  we  must  look  to  our  Indian  army  as  the 
source  of  our  military  reinforcements,  and  he  entered 
into  details  respecting  the  strength  of  that  army,  which 
(including  the  Queen's  European  troops),  amounted  to 
457,000  men,  its  organisation,  and  efficiency.  What  use, 
he  asked,  had  been  made  of  this  fine  army  ?  None 
whatever.  The  services  of  Indian  officers  were  avail- 
able, who  would  have  attracted  a  corps  d'armee  of  25,000 
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men  to  their  standard  for  service  in  the  Crimea,  where 
the  difficulties,  which  were  normal  occurrences  in  India, 
so  embarrassing  to  European  troops,  would  have 
been  easily  surmounted  by  them.  He  then  proceeded 
to  discuss  the  expediency  of  constituting  the  army  of 
the  East  India  Company  a  royal  army,  contending  that 
for  civil  as  well  as  military  purposes  in  India  the  amal- 
gamation of  the  two  forces  was  of  great  importance, 
while  the  advantages  as  respected  the  interests  of  the  two 
services  would  be  immense.  After  a  debate,  in  which 
the  motion  was  principally  supported  by  Sir  De  Lacy 
Evans,  and  opposed  by  Sir  J.  Hogg,  it  was  negatived 
by  171  to  62. 

On  the  order  for  going  into  committee  on  the  Educa- 
tion (Scotland)  Bill,  Mr.  Bruce  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  divide  the  bill  into  two  bills, — 
one  relating  to  the  parochial  schools,  the  other  to  the 
new  schools  contemplated  by  the  bill.  His  object  was 
to  maintain  the  national  system  of  parochial  schools 
connected  with  the  church,  and  which  was  at  present  in 
a  state  of  great  and  increasing  efficiency. — The  Earl  of 
Dalkeith  moved  that  the  debate  be  adjourned,  which 
■was  agreed  to. 

Lord  J.  Russell  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  enable  her  Majesty  to  assent  to  a  bill,  as 
amended,  of  the  legislature  of  Victoria,  "  to  Establish 
a  Constitution  for  the  Colony  of  Victoria." — Mr.  Lowe 
objected  to  the  form  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  validate 
a  law  which  the  legislature  of  Victoria  had  no  power  to 
pass. — Lord  J.  Russell  justified  the  course  he  had 
adopted,  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

On  Friday,  May  11,  Mr.  M.  GlflSON  gave  notice  that 
on  the  earliest  disposable  day  he  should  move  an  address 
to  the  crown,  thanking  her  Majesty  for  communicating 
to  the  legislature  the  papers  relating  to  the  Vienna  Con- 
ferences ;  expressing  regret  that  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  negotiations  to  a  pacific  issue  then  offered 
had  not  been  improved ;  and  asserting  that  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  third  point  conceded  by  Russia  furnished 
the  elements  of  renewed  conferences,  and  a  good  basis 
for  a  just  and  satisfactory  peace. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
Newspaper  Stamp  Duties  Bill  was  resumed  by  Mr. 
Packe,  who  entered  his  protest  against  the  measure, 
urging  chitfly  the  unjust  distinction  which  it  would 
create  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  dwellers  in  rural 
districts. — Mr.  Maguire  declared  that  the  bill  legalised 
plunder,  and  was  directed  specially  against  particular 
journals. — Mr.  Barrow,  Mr.  M.  Chambers,  and  Mr. 
Bentinck  having  spoken,  the  house  divided — for  the 
third  reading,  138 ;  against,  60 ;  majority  78.  — Mr. 
Napier,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Whiteside,  moved  a 
clause  admitting  to  conveyance  at  a  penny  postage  all 
printed  sheets  that  should  not  exceed  six  ounces  in 
weight. — The  clause  was  opposed  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchecuer,  and  negatived  without  a  division. — 
The  bill  then  passed. 

On  Monday,  May  14,  Sir  B.  Hall,  in  moving  that 
the  house  go  into  committee  on  the  Metropolis  Local 
Management  Bill,  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the 
amendments  which  he  desired  to  introduce  into  the  bill. 
— Lord  Ebeington  opposed  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  until  the  house  had  decided  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill  announced  by  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  the  modification  of  the  act  commonly 
known  as  Hobhouse's  Act,  which  act  was  proposed  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  metropolis  bill. — After  a  short  dis- 
cussion, the  amendment  was  withdrawn,  and  the  house 
went  into  committee  upon  the  bill.  —  Several  verbal 
amendments  having  beeea  agreed  to  in  various  clauses, 
the  bill  passed  through  committee. 

On  Tuesday,  May  15,  Captain  Scobell  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  grant  of  20,000£. ,  to  the 
patentees  of  the  Screw  Popeller,  had  been  applied.  He 
stated  that  the  money  had  been  divided  by  the  Admi- 
ralty among  partits  who  had  no  claim  to  it,  and  that 
Captain  Carpenter,  the  real  patentee,  had  obtained  no 
share  of  it  whatever. — Sir  F.  Baring,  as  first  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  at  the  time,  defended  his  conduct  in  the 
payment  of  the  20,000/.  He  said  the  screw  now  in  use 
by  the  Admiralty  was  a  combination  of  various  inven- 
tions, and  the  money  was  paid  over  to  Mr.  H.  Currie, 


as  agent  for  all  the  patentees,  who  on  his  part  gave  the 
Admiralty  a  bond  to  secure  them  against  all  future 
claims.  At  that  time  Capt.  Carpenter  had  not  put  in 
any  claim  whatever  for  a  money  payment  on  account  of 
the  infringement  of  his  patent.  When  he  did  make 
such  a  claim,  the  officials  at  the  Admiralty  gave  their 
opinion  that  his  screw  was  not  infringed  at  all  by  the 
screw  used  in  the  navy.  In  conclusion  he  reminded  the 
house  that  this  was  not  a  case  for  a  committee,  but  was 
strictly  a  question  for  the  decision  of  the  law  courts. — 
After  some  discussion,  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  G9  to  49. 

On  Wednesday,  May  16,  Sir  W.  Clay  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Church  Rates  Abolition  Bill.  Mr. 
Packe  moved  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months.  Mr.  Lloyd  Davis  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cowper  and  Mr. 
Lushington.  Mr.  Labouchere  supported  the  bill,  though 
he  did  not  approve  of  its  machinery. — Lord  Palmer- 
STON  said  that  he  could  not  see  that  this  bill  would  settle 
the  vexed  question  of  church  rates.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  united  branches  of 
the  legislature,  nor,  if  it  did,  would  it  ensure,  in  his 
opinion,  the  fabric  of  the  parish  church.  The  parish 
churches,  it  must  be  remembered  were  national  property ; 
and  it  would  not  be  for  the  honour  of  the  country,  more 
than  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  religion,  that  these 
fabrics  should  go  to  decay.  Nowr,  church  rates  were 
applied  to  two  purposes — one  the  administration  of 
divine  worship,  the  other  the  maintenance  of  the  fabric. 
He  could  understand  and  respect  the  aversion  of  dis- 
senters to  pay  for  the  administration  of  the  church  wor- 
ship, but  he  could  not  equally  understand  why  they 
should  object  to  the  maintenance  of  the  churches  which 
were  national  property.  In  fact,  he  knew  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  dissenters  did  cheerfully  contribute 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  churches.  It  was  said  that 
the  government  ought  to  settle  this  question.  He  could 
only  reply  that  former  governments  had  attempted  the 
task  and  failed,  and  he  confessed  that  he  had  no  propo- 
sal to  make  on  the  subject.  It  was  with  the  more  re- 
luctance, therefore,  that  he  opposed  this  bill,  but.  he  did 
so  from  the  full  conviction  that  it  would  not  effect  its 
object. — Lord  Seymour  deeply  regretted  the  speech  of 
the  premier,  which,  instead  of  settling  this  question, 
would  throw  it  back  for  years,  agitating  and  exciting  the 
country  fur  years  to  come.  The  house  divided,  when 
the  second  reading  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  217  to 
189. 

On  Thursday,  May  17,  the  second  reading  of  the  Pub- 
lic Prosecutors'  Bill  was  moved  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Philli- 
more,  who  contended  for  the  necessity  of  some  change 
in  the  existing  administration  of  the  criminal  law, 
which,  he  believed  favoured  the  rich  at  the  expense  of 
the  poor,  and  exercised  a  mischievous  influence  over  the 
moral  feeling  of  the  community. — M.  EWART,  while 
approving  the  principle  of  the  bill,  thought  that  the 
arrangement  of  its  details  should  be  left  for  settlement 
by  a  select  committee. — Lord  Palmerston  remarked 
that  the  question  at  issue  was  highly  important,  and 
intimated  the  intention  of  the  Attorney-General  to 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  to 
investigate  the  whole  subject.  In  the  prospect  of  such 
an  inquiry  he  trusted  that  the  house  would  suspend  its 
judgment  on  the  bill  now  presented.  This  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned for  six  weeks. 

Lord  J.  Russell  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
enabling  her  Majesty  to  assent  to  a^  bill,  as  amended, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Neio  South  Wales,  con- 
ferring a  constitution  on  that  colony,  and  granting  a 
civil  list  out  of  the  colonial  revenues. — Mr.  Lowe 
declared  his  intention  strenuously  to  oppose  the  bill, 
being  convinced  that  it  was  exceedingly  unpopular  in 
the  colony,  and  injurious  to  its  interests.  He  suggested 
that  the  clauses  of  the  proposed  constitution  should  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee.  —  Lord  J.  Russell 
defended  the  measure,  observing  that  it  was  intended  to 
keep  faith  with  the  colonists,  to  whom  the  act  passed  in 
1850  assigned  the  power  of  preparing  a  constitution  for 
themselves.  The  conditions  set  forth  in  that  statute 
having  been  complied  with  in  the  colony,  he  could  not 
consent  to  delay  the  legislative  sanction  to  the  constitu- 
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tion  so  framed  by  throwing  the  whole  question  once 
more  open  for  discussion  before  a  select  committee. — 
Mr.  Duffy  reiterated  some  of  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  by  Mr.  Lowe  against  the  bill. — Mr.  Wil- 
liams also  opposed  the  measure. — After  some  vindica- 
tory remarks  and  explanations  from  Mr.  J.  Ball,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. — Lord  J.  Russell  afterwards  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  amending  and  remodelling  the  laws 
now  in  force  respecting  the  disposal  of  waste  lands 
belonging  to  the  crown  in  the  several  Australian 
colonies. 

On  Friday,  May  IS,  Mr.  F.  French  asked  Lord  Pal- 
merston  if  he  could  give  the  house  any  information  re- 
specting the  likelihood  of  Lord  Dundonald's  Plans 
being  adopted  by  the  country.  He  might  now  add  that 
Lord  Dundonald  was  prepared  by  the  end  of  June  to 
demolish  every  Russian  fort  in  the  Baltic,  at  an  expense 
to  the  country  that  should  in  no  case  exceed  200,000^. 
He  wished  to  know  therefore  when  Lord  Palmerston 
would  give  the  Earl  of  Dundonald  an  answer  as  to  the 
adoption  of  his  plans. — Lord  Palmerston  said  that  the 
more  Lord  Dundonald's  plans  were  considered,  the 
greater  did  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  them 
into  execution  appear,  and  he  must  add  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  state  when  the  plans  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Fergus  called  attention  to  the  misstatement  that 
had  been  promulgated  respecting  the  age  and  services 
of  the  Late  Captain  Christie.  Attributing  the  author- 
ship of  those  statements  chiefly  to  Mr.  Layard,  he  in- 
quired whether  the  hon.  member  had  received  and 
noticed  the  communication  from  Captain  Christie's  re- 
latives correcting  his  assertion  ? — Mr.  Layard  depre- 
cated the  renewal  of  personal  altercations  such  as  had 
before  arisen  on  similar  topics.  With  respect  to  Captain 
Christie,  he  declared  that  his  own  personal  observation, 
combined  with  the  testimony  of  other  authorities,  had 
led  him  to  the  conviction  that  that  officer  was  unfit  for 
the  duties  assigned  to  him  as  harbour-master  at  Bala- 
klava. — The  character  of  Captain  Christie,  and  the  sub- 
stantiality of  the  personal  charges  brought  by  Mr. 
Layard  against  him  and  others,  were  warmly  discussed 
by  Sir  J.  Pakington,  Mr.  Bright,  Sir  J.  Graham,  Mr. 
Roebuck,  Admiral  Berkeley,  and  Mr.  Otway. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  for  going  into 
committee  on  the  Scotch  Education  Bill  was  resumed 
and  concluded.  On  a  division  the  motion  was  carried 
by  149  against  142. 

On  Monday,  May  21st,  Lord  Palmerston, — in  reply 
to  several  queries  from  Mr.  S.  Herbert,  who  intimated 
that  the  course  which  himself  and  his  friends  would 
pursue  with  regard  to  Mr.  Milner  Gibsons's  Proposed 
Motion  depended  upon  the  answers, — said  that  the 
government  did  not  consider  the  means  of  pacification 
exhausted — that  Austria  was  still  furnished,  under  the 
consent  of  the  allies,  with  the  means  of  bringing  about 
a  peace ;  the  conferences  were  suspended,  but  not 
closed  ;  and  that  the  most  favourable  consideration  would 
be  given  by  the  government  to  any  propositions  made 
through  Austria  by  Russia  for  a  pacific  purpose,  although 
they  would  never  consent  to  any  terms  of  peace  which 
did  not  satisfy  the  house,  and  secure  the  objects  of  the 
war. — Mr.  Gladstone  remarked  that  the  replies  just 
given  conveyed  the  assurance  that  negotiations  had  not 
yet  ceased,  and  under  these  circumstances  urged 
Mr.  Gibson  to  postpone  his  motion.  Having  been 
interrupted  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  by  Mr.  Roebuck 
on  the  point  of  oroer,  Mr.  Gladstone  concluded  by 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. — Mr.  S.  Her- 
bert intimated  his  intention  of  opposing  Mr.  Gibson's 
motion,  if  then  urged  to  a  division. — Lord  H.  Vane,  as 
the  intended  seconder  of  the  motion,  also  expressed  his 
persuasion  that  a  postponement  would  be  discreet. — 
Mr.  Disraeli  said,  that  before  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn, the  house  had  a  right  to  expect  a  more  explicit 
statement  from  the  government  as  to  their  intentions. 
He  attributed  the  postponement  which  was  now  in 
prospect  to  some  mysterious  and  sinister  operations  of 
the  prime  minister. — Lord  Palmerston  justified  his 
conduct  as  having  been  uniform  and  consistent  through- 
out. When  the  conferences  were  suspended  he  laid  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  before  parliament  as  a  matter 
of  right,   but  had  always  declined  himself  to  invite  a 


discussion  on  them,  because  the  result  might  have  been 
to  shut  the  door  to  all  further  hope  of  peace.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  he  could  not  shirk  such  a  discussion, 
which  involved  the  question  of  confidence  in  his 
administration.  His  wish  for  delay  at  any  time  arose 
from  no  apprehension  that  the  debate  might  be 
inconvenient  to  the  government,  but  that  it  would  be 
prejudicial  to  the  country.  All  chance  of  a  negotiation 
being  brought  to  a  successful  issue  must  be  destroyed  if 
that  house  took  the  management  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  and  prescribed  beforehand  the  basis  on  which 
they  should  treat,  and  the  conditions  on  which  peace 
could  be  accepted. — Mr.  Bright,  on  behalf  of  the  peace 
party,  disclaimed  all  partisan  associations,  and  all 
indirect  objects,  their  single  purpose  being  to  obtain  an 
honourable  peace. — Mr.  Roebuck  contended  that 
nothing  either  in  the  circumstances  that  had  occurred 
or  in  the  ministerial  speeches  that  had  been  made,  gave 
any  new  complexion  to  affairs  since  Mr.  Gibson  first 
announced  the  terms  of  his  motion  ;  which,  accordingly, 
!  he  saw  no  reason  for  postponing. — The  Marquis  of 
Granby  wished  to  know  distinctly  whether  any  new 
propositions  for  peace  were  now  offered  or  under  con- 
sideration ? — Lord  J.  Russell  recapitulated  the  inci- 
dents of  the  last  conferences  in  which  he  took  part,  and 
adverted  to  the  communications  that  had  subsequently 
been  exchanged  between  the  Russian  envoys  and  the 
representatives  of  the  western  powers.  Austria,  he 
remarked,  still  declared  that  the  means  of  pacification 
were  not  exhausted,  and  had  shown  herself  throughout 
the  negotiations  willing  to  act  with  the  allies,  but 
reluctant  to  propose  terms  which  would  involve  her  in 
actual  hostilities  with  Russia.  As  matters  stood,  he 
expected  that  Austria  would  make  some  final  propo- 
sitions, which,  if  rejected,  must  terminate  the  con- 
ferences ;  and  if  accepted,  would  re-open  the  negotiations 
under  far  more  favourable  auspices  than  heretofore. — 
After  some  further  discussion,  Mr.  Gibson  consented  to 
postpone  his  motion  until  after  the  Whitsuntide  recess. 

On  Tuesday,  May  22,  Mr.  AVise  moved  a  resolution, 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  house  that  a  complete  re- 
vision of  our  Diplomatic  Establishments  should  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  according  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
select  committee  appointed  in  1850  to  investigate  the 
subject  of  official  salaries.  He  supported  his  motion  by 
citing  numerous  authorities,  and  adducing  many  proofs 
to  show  that,  under  the  existing  system,  an  extravagant 
outlay  of  public  money  was  accompanied  by  a  disgraceful 
negleetofthe  duties  which  ought  properly  to  be  performed 
by  the  envoys  and  consuls  who  represented  Great 
Britain  in  different  parts  of  the  world. — The  motion  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Ewart. — Lord  Palmerston  admitted 
the  serious  importance  of  the  subject,  but  contended 
that  many  of  the  faults  charged  in  times  past  against 
the  diplomatic  functionaries  of  the  country  had  ceased 
to  be  applicable.  On  this  point  he  enlarged  at  much 
length,  insisting  that  the  country  was  well  represented 
by  its  diplomatic  servants.  He  concluded  by  stating 
that  at  a  cabinet  council  held  but  a  few  hours  previously 
measures  had  been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
as  a  rule,  that  all  candidates  for  the  public  service  should 
undergo  an  examination  into  their  fitness  and  ability. — 
After  some  discussion,  Mr.  Wise  intimated  his  inten- 
tion of  withdrawing  the  motion,  but  Mr.  H.  Baillie 
insisted  on  a  division,  in  which  there  appeared — For  the 
motion,  112;  against,  57. 

Mr.  Berkeley  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
enacting  that  the  votes  at  elections  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  should  be  henceforth  taken  by  Ballot. — The 
motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fielden,  Mr.  Gordon, 
Mr.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Bland,  and  Sir  J.  Fitzgerald;  and 
opposed  by  Lord  Seymour,  Mr.  Bentinck,  and  Lord 
Palmerston.  — On  a  division  it  was  negatived  by  218 
against  166. 

On  Thursday,  May  24,  Mr.  Disraeli  moved  his 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Policy  of  Government 
Respecting  the  War.  It  was  as  follows: — "That  this 
house  cannot  adjourn  for  the  recess  without  expressing 
its  dissatisfaction  with  the  ambiauous  language  and 
uncertain  conduct  of  her  Majesty's  government  in 
reference  to  the  great  question  of  peace  or  war;  and 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  this  house  feels  it  a 
duty  to   declare   that  it   will   continue   to  give  every 
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support  to  her  Majesty  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
until  her  Majesty  shall,  in  conjunction  with  her  allies, 
obtain  for  this  country  a  safe  and  honourable  peace." 
Mr.  Disraeli  assigned  as  his  motive  for  inviting  a  dis- 
cussion upon  the  conduct  of  the  war,  the  distrust  with 
which  he  had  been  inspired  by  the  ambiguous  language 
and  inconsistent  course  of  the  government,  especially 
with  regard  to  the  conferences  lately  held  at  Vienna. 
For  his  own  part,   he  had  abstained  from  taking  the 
initiative  in  the  case,  apprehending  the  imputation  of 
party  promptings,  until  the   appearance   of  the  notice 
given  by  Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  followed  as  it  was  by  the 
dramatic  scene  of  Monday  evening,  convinced  him  that 
it  was  time  to  interfere  from  the  opposition  bench,  in 
order  to  secure  a  serious  discussion  of  the  great  question 
of  peace  or   war.     In   the   resolution   which   he    now 
offered   for   their   adoption   he   wished   to   express   his 
conviction   that    the    conduct    of    the    administration 
had  been  inconsistent,  and  their  language  ambiguous, 
and  to  invite  the  house  to  declare  that  their  determi- 
nation was  unchanged  to  carry  on  the  war  with  un- 
flinching '  energy.      Tracing   the   proofs   of  mutability 
in  the  policy  of  the  existing  government,  Mr.  Disraeli 
remarked  that  shortly  after  the  formation  of  the  new 
cabinet,  Sir  J.  Graham  had  elicited  from  the  premier 
an  assurance  that  the  conditions  on  which  he   would 
make  peace  differed  in  no  degree  from  those  proposed 
by   Lord   Aberdeen ;    and   yet    the    same    right    hon. 
baronet  and  his  friends  had  lately  promised  their  adhe- 
sion to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  in  which  the  terms 
insisted    upon   at   the    conferences    were   heavily   cen- 
sured.    This,  he  contended,  was  a  significant  symptom 
of   vacillation     in    the    general    policy     of    ministers, 
and    he    proceeded    to     collect    from    speeches    and 
public     documents    the    materials     for     substantiating 
a    like     charge     of    feebleness    against    Lord     John 
Russell      as      an     individual     minister.       Contending 
that     the     choice     of    a    plenipotentiary    to     conduct 
the  negotiations  had  heen  most  unfortunate.     He  urged 
that  Lord  John  Russell,  before  he  went  to  Vienna,  had 
committed  himself  to  a  violent  and  anti-pacific  course  ; 
had  overset  a  cabinet  avowedly  on  the  ground  that  its 
policy  was  too  weak ;  and  during   the   progress   of  the 
conferences  had  exhibited  a  want  of  skill  and  adroitness 
which   had  left  tlie   country  in    its    present   state    of 
anxiety  and  peril.     Quoting  and  commenting  upon  the 
Vienna  protocols  at  much  length,  Mr.  Disraeli  contended 
that  Lord  John  Russell   had  mismanaged  his  mission, 
with  results  not  only  of  present  failure  in  concluding  a 
treaty  of  peace,   but  of  rendering  it  almost  impossible 
to  obtain   peace  by  means  of  a   treaty  hereafter.     His 
unskilful  handling  had  left  affairs  in  an   entanglement 
which  diplomacy  could  no  longer  untie.     He  concluded 
by  challenging  the  government  to  proclaim  in  positive 
terms  the  conditions  on  which  they  would  accept  peace, 
and  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  prosecuting  the 
war.     The  present  indeterminate  system,  in  which  nego- 
tiations and    war  were   carried  on  simultaneously,   was 
most  fatal.     It  led  to   disasters  abroad,  chilled  the  mili- 
tary spirit  at  home,  and  extended  an  injurious  influence 
over   our   foreign  relationships,    inasmuch   as  a  Power 
who    had   been   appointed    a    mediator    would    never 
become    an  ally.      He    called  upon    the   house  to   de- 
clare   that    the    time    of    negotiation    was    past. — Sir 
F.  Baring  moved  as  an  amendment  a  resolution   in 
which     regret     was     expressed     at     the     unsucessful 
result  of  the   Vienna  conferences,  and  a  pledge  given 
on    the    part   the     house    to    support    the    crown    in 
the    prosecution    of    the  war.  —  Sir    W.      Heathcote, 
Mr.   Seymer,   Mr.  Wilkinson,  the   Marquis  of  Granby, 
and  Mr.   Phillimore,  opposed  Mr.  Disraeli's  resolution. 
— Mr.  Gladstone  defended  what  was  called  the  am- 
biguous conduct  and  language  of  the   government   as 
imposed  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  duty  of  an 
administration  charged  with  great  negotiations.      If  he 
charged  the  government  with  indecision,  it  was  because 
they  omitted  to  take  advantage  of  the  admirable  oppor- 
tunities afforded  them  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations. 
For  these  reasons  he  objected  equally  to  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Disraeli  and  the  amendment  of  Sir  Francis  Baring. 
What  purpose,  he  asked,  was  in  our  minds  in  proceed- 
ing with  the   contest  ?      To  propose,  not  to  dismember 
Russia — not  to  weaken  her,  but  to  insult  and  humiliate 


her — was  a  course  neither  intelligent  nor  consistent ;    it 
left  her  in  all  her  strength  to  meditate  revenge.     Mr. 
Gladstone  then  reviewed  the  four  points  to  prove  the 
importance   of  what    had    been    conceded    by    Russia 
towards  securing  the  objects  for  which  the  war  was  un- 
dertaken.    The   only  question  unsettled  was  that  of  the 
preponderance  of  Russia  in  the  Black  Sea,  for  which 
Russia  herself  had  made  two  propositions.     Examining 
the  condition  in  which  the  controversy  was  now  left,  he 
remarked  that  the  allies  had  obtained  three  out  of  four 
points  ;  and  on  the  fourth,  which  in  itself  was  absolutely 
incapable  of  a  perfect  solution,  they  were  presented  with 
an  alternative  which  in  many  respects  was  better  than 
their  own.      Under  the  existing  circumstances,  he  con- 
sidered a  prolongation  of  the  war  unjustifiable  and  un- 
christian.—Lord  J.  Russell    combated  the  conclusion 
that  peace  should  now  be  made  because  Russia  offered 
the  terms  which  were  demanded  before  the  war  began. 
The  conditions  that  might  have  been  accepted  to  avoid 
hostilities  were  insufficient  after  an  actual  appeal  to  arms. 
In  one  case  the  removal  of  immediate  danger  sufficed; 
in  the  other  the  belligerent  powers   were   entitled  to 
demand  securities  for  the  future.     Upon  this  principle 
the  noble  lord  examined  the  Russian  propositions,  and 
contended  that  they  fulfilled  none  of  the  conditions  on 
which  the  safety  of  Turkey  and  the  peace  of  Europe 
must  depend.     To  have  accepted  them  would  have  re- 
sulted in  a  practical  abandonment  of  the  chief  purpose 
for  which  war  was  undertaken,  and  a  confession  of  our 
inability  to  limit  the  preponderance  of  Russia  in  the 
Black  Sea.      Denying  that   hostilities   were   prolonged 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  military  success,  he  pointed 
to  the  danger  as  well  as  the  disgrace  that  must  attend 
the  conclusion  of  a  peace  while  Russia  refused  to  con- 
cede by  treaty  the  most  important  item  of  the  terms  re- 
quired, and  while  Sebastopol  still  remained  a  standing 
menace    to    the    world.       Adverting    to     the   Vienna 
conferences,    Lord    John    Russell    confessed    that   his 
political    experience    had    been    gathered    rather    in 
parliament    than    in     diplomacy.       Ho    had,     never- 
theless,   consented    to    undertake     the     mission,    and 
took  part  in  the  conferences,  the  proceedings  of  which 
he  passed  in  review,  analysing  and  defining  the  various 
questions  that  successively  presented  themselves  for  con- 
sideration.    Chief  among  them  was  the  increasing  and 
aggressive  power  of  Russia,  the  increase  being  evident 
and  enormous  by  land  and  sea,  both  in  Europe  and  in 
Asia,  and  the  aggression  pushed  forward  with  incessant 
activity,    and    under    most    favourable   circumstances, 
against  Turkey.     This  was  the  peril  which  the  Western 
Powers  were  called  upon  to  avert,  and  the  noble  lord 
delineated  the  various  phases  which  the  problem  assumed 
as  the  successive  events,  military  and  political,  transpired 
one  after  the  other.     Adverting  finally  to  the  Russian 
proposals,  he  contended  that  the  maintenance  by  Russia 
of  a  strong  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea  could  be  desired  only 
with  the  view  of  attacking  Constantinople,  from  which 
danger  the  privilege  to  be  granted  to  the  Sultan  of  sum- 
moning  aid   from   other   powers   would   prove   a  most 
ineffectual  protection.     The  alternative  proposed  by  the 
Allied  Powers,  to  make  the  Euxine  a  merely  commercial 
sea,  on  which  only  a  limited  number  of  ships  of  war  was 
to  be   permitted,   formed,   he   believed,  the  most  satis- 
factory principle  whereon  to  solve  the  difficulty.     Re- 
ferring to  the  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Disraeli,  Lord 
John  urged  that  it  converted  a  question  of  vast  national 
interest  to  the  narrowest  party  issue.     Distrust,  he  ad- 
mitted, might  exist,  but  he  doubted  whether  it  would 
be   removed   by   the   transfer  of  government  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  opposition.     Eventin  a  party  view 
of  the  question  he  believed  that  the  step  they  had  just 
taken  constituted  a  false  move. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Whiteside  the  debate  was  then  adjourned. 

On  Friday,  May  25,  the  debate  was  resumed.  Mr. 
Whiteside  supported  the  resolutions. — Mr.  Lowe 
objected  both  to  the  resolutions  and  the  amendment, 
and  intimated  his  intention  to  make  another  amend- 
ment.— Lord  Stanley  announced  his  intention  to  vote 
in  favour  of  the  resolutions,  as  involving  a  direct  censure 
on  the  administration. — Mr.  Layard,  in  the  course  of 
some  personal  explanations,  stated  that  his  own  motion 
was  delayed,  but  not  withdrawn,  and  would  be  brought 
forward  on  the  first  supply  night  after  the  recess.     De- 
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nouncing  half  and  half  measures,  lie  complained  that 
nothing  like  a  definite  and  consistent  purpose  -was 
apparent  on  either  side  of  the  house.  The  country, 
he  believed,  was  heartily  weary  of  vacillation  and 
imbecility,  and  sick,  not  of  the  war,  but  of  those  who 
had  conducted  it  so  inefficiently. — Lord  Palmerston 
observed  that  it  was  now  unnecessary  to  vindicate  the 
justice  of  the  war  or  the  policy  by  which  it  was  com- 
menced. Confessing  the  existence  of  some  imperfec- 
tions, and  the  commission  of  many  faults  in  detail,  be 
defended  the  conduct  of  the  war,  especially  as  regarded 
the  Crimean  expedition,  and  the  management  of  the 
negotiations,  in  which  he  observed  no  undue  or  inexpe- 
dient advantage  had  been  given  to  Austria.  So  far 
from  being  embarrassed  by  the  Austrian  connection,  the 
allies  had  derived  much  benefit  from  it,  as  the  Turkish 
forces  under  Omer  Pacha  had  been  liberated  for  active 
service,  and  a  vast  Russian  force  kept  on  the  Transyl- 
vanian  frontier,  by  the  interference  of  Austria,  though 
in  a  neutral  character.  The  progress  of  negotiation  had 
never  for  a  moment  interrupted  the  active  prosecution 
of  hostilities ;  and  after  describing  the  several  elements 
of  which  the  British  forces  by  sea  and  land  were  com- 
posed, and  the  allied  armies  that  co-operated  with  them, 
he  took  credit  for  the  strength  and  efficiency  which  they 
now  displayed.  Lord  Palmerston  then  referred  to  Mr. 
Gladstone's  speech,  contending  that  the  question 
whereon  the  conferences  were  suspended,  involved  a 
point  of  extreme  importance,  which  it  was  impossible  to 
waive  if  it  were  desired  to  afford  Turkey  a  practical 
security  from  aggression.  The  great  object  which  they 
had  kept  in  view  was  to  render  peace  permanent  and 
safe  even  when  England  and  Prance  had  withdrawn 
their  fleets  and  armies,  and  reduced  their  military 
establishments  to  the  ordinary  scale  of  quiet  times.  The 
government  were  carrying  on  the  contest  with  vigour 
and  a  fair  prospect  of  success.  It  was  not,  he  submitted, 
in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  that  the  country  would 
find  ministers  better  fitted  for  the  great  work.  But 
whatever  might  be  the  texture  of  the  administration,  be 
was  convinced  that  the  heart  of  the  nation  was  set  upon 
the  energetic  prosecution  of  the  war. — Mr.  Disraeli 
replied,  and  the  house  divided  :  for  Mr.  Disraeli's  reso- 
lutions, 219;  against,  319;  majority,  100.  —  Sir  F. 
Baring's  amendment  being  then  proposed  as  a  substan- 
tive resolution,  Mr.  Lowe  moved  the  amendment  which 
he  had  placed  on  the  paper,  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  refusal  of  Russia  to  limit  her  power  in  the  Black 
Sea  had  exhausted  the  means  of  negotiation.  After 
some  discussion  the  debate  was  adjourned  till  after  the 
recess,  and  the  house  then  adjourned  to  Monday  the  4th 
of  June. 


ences.  Loan  Bill,  as  amended,  considered.  Income  Tax  Bill 
committed.  Newspaper  Stamp  Bill  committed.  Registration 
of  Births  (Scotland)  Bill  road  a  second  time. 

May  1st.— Loan  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  May- 
nooth  College,  Mr.  Spooner's  motion.  Carlisle  Canonries  Bill 
read  a  first  time. 

2nd. — Education  Bill,  adjourned  debate  on  second  reading. 

3rd. — Poor  Law  (Scotland)  Bill  withdrawn.  Sunday  Trading 
(Metropolis)  Bill  road  a  .second  time.  Land  and  Assessed 
Taxes  Divisions  Bill  thrown  out.  Income  Tax  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

4th. — Tenants'  Improvement  Compensation  (Ireland)  Bill 
read  a  second  time.  Customs  Duties  Bill  committed.  Metro- 
politan Buildings  BUI  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

7th.— Newspaper  Stamp  Bill,  adjourned  debate  on  third 
reading.  Supply.  Miscellaneous  Estimates.  Illness  of  the 
Speaker,  Deputy-Speaker  appointed.  Registration  of  Births 
(Scotland)  Bill  committed.  Parliamentary  Representation 
Bill  (Scotland),  and  Intestacy  Bill  (Scotland),  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

9th. — Marriage  Bill  thrown  out.  Marriage  Law  Amendment 
Bill  read  a  second  time.  Vienna  Conferences,  papers  laid  on 
the  table. 

10th.— Indian  Army,  Sir  E.  Perry's  motion  for  Inquiry 
negatived.  Government  of  Victoria  Bill  read  a  first  time. 
Forms  of  Pleading  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

11th. — Vienna  Conferences,  Mr.  Gibson's  notice  of  motion. 
Newspaper  Stamp  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Spirit 
Duties  Bill  committed.  Stamp  Duties  (Drafts  on  Bankers) 
Bill  withdrawn.  Registration  of  Births  (Scotland)  Bill  read 
a  third  time  and  passed.  Consolidation  of  the  Statutes,  Mr. 
Locke  King's  motion. 

14th. — Metropolis  Local  Management  Bill  iu  Committee. 
Infants'  Marriage  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Bank- 
ruptcy (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

15th. — Hardware,  &c,  Trade  Bill  read  a  first  time.  Excise 
Duties  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Alterations  in 
Pleadings  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Mortmain  Bill  read  a  first 
time. 

16th. — Church  Rates  Abolition  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Carlisle  Canonries  Bill  read  a  secoud  time. 

17th. — Public  Prosecutors  Bill  postponed.  Parish  Con- 
stables Bill  read  a  second  time.  Intestates  Bill  committed. 
New  South  Wales  Government  Bill  read  a  first  time.  Austra- 
lian Waste  Lauds  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

18th. — Education  (Scotland)  Bill  committed.  Militia  Bill 
committed.  Alterations  in  Pleadings  Bill  committed.  Pauper 
Children  Education  Bill  committed.  Dublin  National  Gallery 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

22nd. — Local  Management  of  the  Metropolis  Bill  considered 
in  Committee.  Mr.  Wise's  resolution  for  a  revisal  of  diplo- 
matic establishments  carried.  Mr.  Berkeley's  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Ballot  l-ejected.  Leave  given 
Mr.  Horsfall  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
Bills  of  Lading.  Absconding  Debtors  (Ireland)  Bill,  and 
Railways  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

House  of  Lords. — Monday,  April  30th. — Militia  (Ireland)  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

May  1st. — University  of  Cambridge  Bill  recommitted. 

3rd. — Loan  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Lord  Clarendon's 
Statement  as  to  the  Vienna  Conferences. 

4th. — Loan  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

5th. — Royal  Assent  to  the  Loan  Bill. 

7th. — Conduct  of  the  War — Lord  Ellcnborough's  notice  of 
Resolution.  Affirmations  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Iucome  Tax  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

8th. — Income  Tax  Bill  committed.  Vienna  Conferences, 
papers  laid  on  the  table. 

10th. — Vienna  Conferences,  Lord  Grey's  notice  of  Resolu- 
tion. Fisheries  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Church  Patronage 
Bill  read  a  second  time.  Income  Tax  Bill  read  a  third  bime 
and  passed. 

11th. — Private  Estates  Bill  read  a  first  time.  Fisheries 
Bill  committed.     Charitable  Trusts  Bill  committed. 

14th. — Newspaper  Stamps  Bill  read  a  first  time.  Conduct 
of  the  War.     Lord  Ellenborough's  resolutions  negatived. 

15th.— Intestacy  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Trade 
with  Russia,  Lord  Albemarle's  motion  negatived.  Affirma- 
tions (Scotland;  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

18th. — Army  Reform,  Lord  Panmurc's  Statement.  Intes- 
tacy (Scotland)  Bill  committed. 

21st. — Charitable  Trusts  Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Custom  Duties  Bill,  Spirit  Duties  Bill,  Religious  Worship  Hill, 
read  a  second  time.  Intestacy  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons. — Friday,  April  27. — Education  (Scotland) 

Bill  read  a  second  time.     Loan  Bill  went  through  committee. 

30th. — Lord  John  Russell's  statement  as  to  Vienna  Confer- 


At  the  sitting  on  Friday,  the  27th  of  April,  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Army 
in  the  Crimea,  Captain  Dacres,  K.N,  and  Captain 
Milne,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  were  under 
examination  throughout  the  sitting.  Their  evidence  re- 
ferred principally  to  the  condition  of  the  harbour  of 
Balaklava,  and  the  conduct  of  Admiral  Bruce  and  the 
Harbour-Master,  Captain  Christie. 

On  Monday,  April  30th,  the  examination  of  Captain 
Milne  was  continued.  He  affirmed,  that  if  the  army 
had  suffered  from  any  want  of  transports  in  the  Black 
Sea,  the  Admiralty  were  not  to  blame  ;  and  he  defended 
the  character  of  Admiral  Boxer,  who  was  a  most  able, 
bard  working,  and  meritorious  man,  who,  from  being  a 
common  seaman,  had  raised  himself  entirely  by  his  own 
merit,  and  not  from  any  Parliamentary  influence. 
Captain  Tallon,  of  the  Sea  Nymph,  was  then  examined. 
He  stated  that  he  had  taken  twenty-four  casks  of  boots 
and  shoes  on  board  at  Constantinople  in  August  with 
orders  to  convey  them  to  Varna;  that  they  were  not 
received  at  Varna,  because  no  papers  had  been  sent 
with  them ;  and  he  carried  them  on  several  voyr.ges  ; 
that  they  were  three  times  refused  at  Balaklava,  and  at 
last  "  shoved  "  ashore  there  on  the  8th  of  November. 
Commander  Hillyear,  of  the  Agamemnon,  said  that  the 
Naval  Brigade  was  much  better  off  than  the  troops  dur- 
ing the  winter.  They  were  supplied  from  a  store-ship 
made  of  a  transport,  dismasted  on  the  14th  November: 
when  the  roads  became  impassable,  the  men  and  officers 
carried  up  their  own  provisions.  The  men  were  in  bed 
three  nights  to  one  out;  they  found  their  messes  ready 
cooked  when  they  came  from  the  trenches ;  they  dug 
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caves  and  hutted  themselves;    and  there  never  were 
move  than  60  out  of  1400  in  hospital. 

On  Tuesday,  May  1st,  Sir  John  Burgoyne  was 
examined.  He  said  he  was  Lieutenant-General  on  the 
Staff'  in  the  Crimea ;  and  while  there  he  principally 
directed  the  siege  operations  which  were  carried  out  by 
officers  of  Eugineers.  He  admitted  that  there  were  not 
men  enough  to  execute  the  works  required.  He  fre- 
quently applied  for  working  parties,  aud  could  not  get 
them.  The  extent  of  the  attack  he  undertook  was 
greater  than  the  force  could  do  with  rapidity.  He  was 
in  hopes  that  the  army  would  not  be  detained  before  the 
place  until  the  bud  weather  came;  but  after  the  first 
day's  fire  he  altered  his  opinion.  As  far  as  he  knew,  the 
army  landed  in  the  Crimea  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
Russian  force,  hut  it  was  always  evident  that  sooner  or 
later  the  Russians  could  receive  great  reinforcements. 
It  was  thought  necessary  to  take  advantage  of  the  im- 
pression made  at  Alma  to  commence  siege  operations  as 
soon  as  possible,  with  every  available  means,  and  under 
these  circumstances  it  was  not  desirable  to  employ  the 
working  parties  in  the  construction  of  the  road.  It  was 
not  within  the  scope  of  his  duties  to  make  a  representa- 
tion to  the  authorities,  either  here  or  in  the  Crimea,  to 
the  effect  that  they  were  furnished  with  too  small 
an  amount  of  men  to  carry  on  the  duties  of  the  siege. 
He  never  made  any  specific  representation,  but  was  con- 
stantly applying  for  men  to  reinforce  the  working- 
parties,  but  the  Adjutant-General  told  him  he  could  not 
afford  them,  not  having  a  sufficient  strength  at  com- 
mand. He  did  mention  to  Lord  Raglan  that  he  had  to 
carry  on  the  siege  works  without  an  adequate  working 
force.  He  had  the  supreme  direction  of  the  engineering 
plans,  but  not  of  the  details.  To  a  certain  extent  he  was 
in  command,  and  the  siege  operations  were  entirely 
under  his  control.  The  failure  of  the  first  attack  took 
place  on  the  17th  October.  Though  he  and  Commissary 
Filder  were  at  Lord  Raglan's  head-quarters  on  the  8th 
November,  they  did  not  know  then  that  the  army  would 
have  to  winter  in  the  Crimea;  but  there  was  no  consul- 
tation as  to  the  propriety  of  making  a  road.  If  Lord 
Raglan  found  the  force  insufficient  lor  making  the  road, 
he  could  have  sent  home  for  men.  Navigators  would 
have  been  useful,  and  it  would  have  been  a  better  mea- 
sure if,  early  in  November,  1500  navvies  had  been  sent 
out  to  make  the  road,  than  the  subsequent  construction 
of  the  railway.  They  would  have  been  of  great  service 
in  putting  the  road  in  order,  but  unfortunately  it  was 
not  thought  of.  It  was  the  Quartermaster-General's 
strict  duty  to  make  roads,  but  he  always  had  engineer- 
ing assistance.  He  (Sir  J.  Burgoyne)  never  made  any 
remonstrance  to  Lord  Raglan  as  to  the  absence  of  the 
road.  The  inconvenience  of  the  road  was  greatly  felt 
after  the  battle  of  Inkermann — the  full  inconvenience 
was  then  felt.  The  road  became  worse  and  worse,  and 
at  last  was  unavailable  for  pack-horses,  which  fell  down 
and  die.!.  The  road  was  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties 
the  army  sustained,  and  caused  great  delay  and  priva- 
tion. It  was  a  very  serious  ill,  aud  it  would  have  been 
desirable  at  any  cost  to  have  improved  it.  All  this  was 
the  fault  of  our  military  institutions,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, in  the  field  were  notoriously  insufficient.  After  the 
failure  of  the  first  fire  before  Sebastopol,  Lord  Raglan 
consulted  him  as  to  the  next  step  to  be  taken,  and  he 
(Sir  J.  Burgoyne)  was  not  of  opinion  that  heavier 
ordnance  would  be  required,  as  it  was  very  heavy  as  it 
was.  The  deficiency  that  existed  was  not  in  the  calibre 
of  the  guns  so  much  as  their  quantity.  The  reason  they 
did  not  expect  to  winter  in  Sebastopol  was  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  increased  ammunition  would  have  been 
successfully  instrumental  to  its  capture.  When  he 
formed  the  opinion  they  would  have  to  stay  the  winter, 
he  communicated  it  to  Lord  Raglan.  The  weak  state 
of  the  army,  and  the  state  of  the  weather  and  roads,  pre- 
vented the  batteries  from  opening  fire,  and  compelled 
them  to  stay  the  winter.  It  was  not  possible  to  employ 
soldiers  in  making  the  road  without  taking  them  off 
more  important  duties.  It  had  been  his  opinion  some 
time  that  the  whole  of  our  military  institutions  were  in- 
sufficient, and  that  they  undertook  the  war  in  the 
Crimea  under  those  circumstances.  He  was  so  far  con- 
sulted as  to  the  army  going  to  the  Crimea  that  he  was 
out  in  the  country  beforehand  and  made  a  report.     He 


was  not  consulted  as  to  the  chances  of  success  of  an 
attack  on  Sebastopol  before  the  attack  was  made,  and  he 
gave  no  official  opinion  on  that  subject.  He  would 
rather  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
allied  forces  for  undertaking  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea. 
The  ground  ou  which  the  army  was  encamped  before 
Sebastopol  was  selected  by  the  Quartermaster-General, 
but  that  of  the  siege  operations  by  the  engineering 
department.  The  Russian  plan  of  defence  had  nothing 
new  in  it ;  it  had  been  in  existence  for  hundreds  of 
years  ;  it  was  simply  the  construction  of  earth- 
works in  front  of  the  fortress,  which  were  not  equal 
to  masonry  as  a  means  of  defence.  The  flank  move- 
ment made  by  the  army  across  the  country  after  they 
landed  in  the  Crimea  he  thought  was  rightly  planned 
and  properly  executed. 

On  Wednesday,  May  2,  Mr.  Grant,  Comptroller  of  the 
Victualling  Department  of  the  Admiralty,  was  examined. 
He  enumerated  the  articles  which  composed  the  supplies 
sent  out  to  the  troops,  and,  with  respect  to  their  quality, 
he  could  not  call  to  his  recollection  any  other  complaint 
being  made  than  that  about  the  port  wine.  Wheu  the 
Admiralty  was  first  asked  to  send  out  iinroasted  coffee 
for  the  army  witness  was  surprised  ;  and  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1851,  he  wrote  to  Commissary  Filder  to  know 
if  unroasted  coffee  was  wiiat  he  wanted.  Mr.  Filder 
replied  that  he  had  consulted  several  military  officers 
on  the  subject,  who  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
better  to  send  the  coffee  out  in  an  unroasted  state  ;  and 
that  whatever  inconvenience  might  be  found  ou  roasting 
and  grinding  it,  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  overcome  by 
the  men  finding  substitutes  for  ovens  and  mills.  Wit- 
ness caused  six  coffee-mills  to  be  sent  out  for  grinding 
coffee  in  the  army.  These  mills  were  a  little  larger 
than  those  in  ordinary  domestic  use.  He  did  not  re- 
collect any  case  in  which  complaint  had  been  made  of  a 
want  of  fair  play  in  dealing  with  the  samples.  It  had 
never  been  brought  to  his  knowledge  that  persons  in 
the  Admiralty  office  had  accepted  bribes.  If  the  bulk 
was  not  equal  to  the  sample  it  was  rejected,  and  that 
frequently  occurred.  On  the  assumption  that  the 
people  concerned  were  rogues,  it  was  possible  that  the 
bulk  might  be  changed  in  its  transit  to  the  place  of 
shipment,  or  at  the  place  of  shipment.  In  conclusion 
the  witness  stated  that  the  Admiralty,  to  secure  them- 
selves against  further  fraud,  were  establishing  factories 
for  different  articles. 

On  Thursday  and  Friday,  May  3  and  4,  Sir  Thomas 
Hastings,  the  Ordnance  Storekeeper,  was  examined  at 
great  length.  His  evidence  showed  the  total  absence 
of  system  in  the  war  and  ordnance  departments.  For 
instance,  he  stated,  that,  wheu  the  change  took  place  in 
the  management  of  the  war  department,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  war  minister,  the  ordnance  office  received  no 
information  on  the  subject  beyond  what  it  gathered 
from  the  public  newspapers.  lie  added  that  a  written 
application  which  he  made  for  an  interview  with  Lord 
Panmure,  on  that  nobleman's  accession  to  office,  and  a 
subsequent  personal  application  to  Lord  Panmure's 
private  secretary  to  the  same  effect,  were  both  allowed 
to  remain  unanswered,  and  that  a  letter  he  wrote  in 
consequence  received  no  reply.  He  also  stated  that 
on  one  occasion  the  sccretary-ai-war  and  the  secretary- 
for-vtax  were  actually  bidding  against  each  other  in  the 
market  for  a  supply  of  fur  caps.  Sir  Thomas,  more- 
over, told  the  committee  that  the  requisitions  for  warm 
clothing,  made  in  June  by  the  board  of  ordnance  to 
the  secretary:/b>--war,  were  partly  verbal  and  partly  in 
writing,  and  that  the  verbal  requisitions  were  not 
reduced  to  writing  till  some  months  later. 

Sir  Thomas  Hastings  continued  his  evidence  on 
Friday  the  4th  and  Monday  the  7th.  The  chief  points 
of  his  examination  related  to  the  administration  of  the 
ordnance  department.  His  evidence  went  to  show  that 
the  board  of  ordnance  had  worked  with  remarkable 
steadiness  until  the  appointment  of  a  separate  ministry 
of  war,  when  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance  began  to  govern 
the  board  through  the  minister-of-war.  Various  cases 
were  mentioned  in  which  Sir  Thomas  differed  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lord  Panmure,  and  Mr.  Monsell. 
One  thing  was  very  evident,  that  the  board  of  ordnance 
has  been  practically  in  a  transition  state  for  the  last 
twelvemonth  ;  and  that  there  have  been  several  irre- 
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gularities,  or  rather  departures  from  routine.  Sir 
Thomas  thought  that  the  minister-of-war  had  acted 
illegally  in  interfering  with  the  details  of  the  ordnance 
department.  He  also  dwelt  much  on  the  fact  that  the 
master-general  is  in  the  Crimea ;  and  that  Sir  Hew 
Ross,  the  lieutenant-general,  feels  doubts  as  to  the 
extent  of  his  powers  ;  although  Sir  Thomas  thought 
that  Sir  Hew  Ross  succeeded,  by  his  patent,  to  all  the 
rights  exercised  by  the  master-general.  The  result  of 
his  evidence  was,  that  it  is  as  difficult,  in  his  opinion, 
"  to  carry  on  successfully  the  administration  of  the 
ordnance  department  without  a  master-general  and  a 
complete  board,  as  it  would  be  to  carry  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  navy  without  a  chief  lord  and  a  board  of 
admiralty." 

Mr.  Monsell,  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  was  examined  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  7th  and  8th.  Much  of  his 
evidence  was  elicited  to  show  the  state  of  the  ordnance 
department  during  the  past  year,  and  to  throw  light 
upon  a  kind  of  conflict  between  Mr.  Monsell,  backed  by 
the  minister-of-war,  and  Sir  Thomas  Hastings.  He 
said  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  board  of 
ordnance  was  not  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  urgent 
demands  upon  them,  because  their  supply  of  stores  in 
hand  was  deficient.  The  difficulties  that  had  arisen 
lately  must  be  attributed  rather  to  the  fact  that  the 
board  is  in  a  moribund  state,  as  it  is  known  that  large 
changes  are  contemplated.  Mr.  Monsell  most  fully 
concurred  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  the  dissatis- 
faction he  felt  with  the  organisation  of  the  board.  But 
he  did  not  think  the  absence  of  the  master-general 
caused  that  state  of  things.  The  secretary  of  state 
interfered  to  decide  what  should  be  doue.  If  he  had 
not  interfered  as  he  did,  by  giving  constant  orders, 
however  irregularly,  verbally,  or  on  slips  of  paper,  our 
army  would  have  been  even  in  a  worse  state  than  the 
lamentable  condition  it  was  in  from  want  of  clothing 
and  necessaries. 

Mr.  Sidney  Herbert's  examination  occupied  the 
whole  of  Wednesday,  the  9th.  Questioned  with  respect 
to  the  power  he  exercised  as  secretary-at-war,  he  said 
that  the  effect  of  the  separation  of  the  offices  of  war  and 
the  colonies  did  not  so  much  diminish  the  power  of  the 
secretary-at-war,  as  it  did  the  exercise  of  powers  "  not 
strictly  warranted  by  his  official  position,  but  which  in 
a  long  course  of  years  had  grown  upon  him."  Strictly 
he  was  a  financial  officer;  and  the  office,  at  its  origin, 
was  simply  a  delegation  from  the  treasury,  which  has 
still  supreme  control  over  the  expenditure  of  the  army. 
Examined  with  respect  to  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea, 
he  said  that  the  expectation  was  in  favour  of  a  coup-cle- 
main,  and  not  a  long  campaign.  The  troops  went  to 
the  Crimea  in  light  order;  but  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  preparations.  "When  the  departments  were 
separated,  he  placed  himself  at  the  disposal  of  Lord 
Aberdeen,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  changes  ;  and 
subsequently  he  undertook  a  good  deal  of  business,  to 
relieve  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  which  properly  it  was 
not  the  business  of  his  office  to  do.  In  this  way  a  dispute 
came  under  his  notice  between  Dr.  A.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Guthrie  as  to  whether  additional  staff-surgeons  or 
regimental-surgeons  should  be  appointed.  After  hearing 
the  discussion,  witness  referred  the  matter  to  Lord 
Raglan,  who  decided  in  favour  of  taking  additional 
regimental-surgeons.  As  it  had  turned  out,  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  had,  as  Dr.  A.  Smith  suggested, 
additional  staff-surgeons.  After  the  battle  of  the  Alma, 
hearing  that  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  had  failed,  at  a 
time  when  contradictory  statements  were  made,  Mr. 
Herbert  wrote  unofficially  to  Dr.  Menzies,  Major  Sillery, 
and  Mr.  Wreford,  urging  them  to  simplify  forms  and 
procure  what  they  could  on  the  spot ;  to  provide  for  the 
influx  of  patients,  and  see  that  nothing  was  wanting  for 
their  comfort.  He  also  wrote  to  Lord  Stratford,  urging 
him  to  .'give  assistance.  He  felt  that  a  high  military 
officer  should  be  placed  over  the  hospital,  in  place  of 
Major  Sillery  ;  and  such  an  officer  was  selected,  but  in 
the  meantime  Lord  Raglan  had  appointed  a  "  good 
man," — Lord  William  Paulet.  Questions  were  put  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  an  opinion  respecting  Lord 
Raglan's  responsibility  in  the  matter,  especially  as  he 
had  supreme  control  in  the  Eist.  But  Mr.  Herbert 
stated   that   Dr.    Hall  had    visited    Scutari,    by   Lord 


Raglan's  directions,  and  on  his  return  he  gave  a 
"flourishing  account  "  of  it ;  so  that  Lord  Raglan  could 
not  remonstrate  about  deficiencies  of  which  he  was  not 
aware.  With  respect  to  the  medical  men,  Mr.  Herbert 
retained  his  opinion  that  as  medical  men  they  exerted 
themselves  well,  but  that  as  organisers  they  broke  down. 
All  the  departments  were  underhanded  ;  but  originally 
"too  much  was  expected  and  too  little  was  done." 
Somebody  was  to  blame,  certainly  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
pitch  upon  the  right  man.  With  respect  to  the  hospital 
at  Smyrna,  Mr.  Herbert  said  he  should  have  preferred 
Sinope.  There  was  a  doubt  as  to  the  healthiness  of 
Smyrna,  and  therefore  it  had  not  been  permanently 
established,  but  it  is  at  present  working  admirably. 
Mr.  Herbert  at  an  early  period  took  part  in  providing 
clothing  for  the  army,  sheep-skin  coats,  &c.  Some  of 
the  "  ammunition  boots  "  supplied  by  the  colonels  were 
too  small,  but  the  ordnance  boots  were  large  enough. 
Much  of  the  clothing  was  obtained  in  Austria  and 
Switzerland,  and  for  that  the  ordnance  cannot  be  held 
responsible.  He  explained  that  in  cases  where  contracts 
for  clothing  entered  into  by  the  colonels  have  not 
expired,  the  troops  continue  to  be  supplied  by  them. 
In  reply  to  questions  from  Mr.  Roebuck  and  Mr. 
Layard,  Mr.  Herbert  said  that,  with  the  exception  of 
one  whole  week  and  part  of  another,  he  was  in  town 
throughout  the  recess,  in  constant  communication  with 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  acting  as  a  "  volunteer 
assistant"  to  him. 

Mr.  Wood,  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance,  was 
examined  on  Thursday,  the  10th.  He  said  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  the  inconvenience,  as  regarded  the  current 
business  of  the  board,  arising  from  the  absence  of  Lord 
Raglan,  the  Master-General. — Vice-Admiral  Dundas 
was  also  called  on  that  day,  and  examined  at  consider- 
able length.  He  commanded  the  Mediterranean  fleet. 
On  the  8th  of  June  he  was  ordered  to  Besika  Bay;  on 
the  30th  October  he  went  on  to  the  Bosphorus,  and 
entered  the  Black  Sea  in  January.  Until  the  war 
broke  out,  he  was  at  the  orders  of  the  ambassador. 
After  the  war  broke  out,  he  took  his  orders  from  the 
French  admiral,  who  was  his  senior  officer.  Examined 
with  respect  to  the  information  supplied  to  or  obtained 
by  him  with  respect  to  the  strength  of  the  Russian 
fleet,  he  said  that  he  was  supplied  with  a  very  "  rough 
old  statement"  at  first;  that  when  he  entered  the 
Black  Sea,  he  was  not  a  bit  the  wiser  ;  that  he  informed 
Lord  Stratford,  in  July,  1853,  that  he  had  a  Maltese 
who  could  get  the  information  required  by  going  to 
Sebastopol ;  but  that  Lord  Stratford  interposed  diffi- 
culties— "something  relating  to  passports."  He  thought 
the  ambassador  ought  to  have  sent  that  man.  He  had 
endeavoured  to  collect  information,  but  with  little 
success  ;  and  he  attributed  his  failure  to  the  vigilance 
and  caution  of  the  Russian  government,  and  the  hostility 
of  the  Greeks.  About  the  end  of  July  he  first  heard  of 
the  expedition  to  the  Crimea,  and  prepared  accordingly; 
but  the  cholera  broke  out  in  the  fleet,  and  delayed  the 
sailing  of  the  expedition.  All  the  ships  carried  troops, 
except  seven  sail  of  the  line,  held  in  readiness  to  meet 
the  Russians.  It  was  arranged  that  the  French  should 
have  a  proportionate  number  in  readiness ;  but  they 
were  compelled  to  carry  French  troops.  He  seemed 
much  hurt  at  a  statement  made  by  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, that  the  admiral  had  sent  "  inaccurate"  infor- 
mation as  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  the  Crimea ; 
and  read  letters  of  his  own  to  Sir  James  Graham  to 
show  that  he  was  right.  One  of  these,  addressed  to  Sir 
James  Graham,  and  dated  in  May,  1854,  stated  that 
Sebastopol  was  a  second  Gibraltar;  that  there  were 
130,000  Russian  troops  in  the  Crimea,  and  30,000  in  the 
fortress  itself,  which  was  further  protected  by  thirteen 
or  fourteen  sail  of  the  line.  The  fleet  could  not  get  near 
Perekop  ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  Russian  troops  to  the  Crimea  by  the  Sea  of  Azoff, 
without  4000  men  ;  and  these  could  not  be  spared. 
Asked  whether  he  had  sufficient  means  of  transport  to 
convey  the  necessary  equipment  of  the  army  ;  he  said 
that  he  had  not;  and  to  repeated  questions,  he  answered 
that  additional  transport  could  not  have  been  obtained 
"in  time,"  either  by  himself  or  the  ministry  at  home. 
With  respect  to  Balaklava,  the  only  complaint  he  ever 
heard  was  that  the  harbour  was  "  a  ditch  ;"  that  it  was 
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"too  small."  He  expressed  a  high  opinion  of  Admiral 
Boxer  and  Captain  Christie.  Mr.  Roebuck  put  this 
question — "  I  want  to  know  whether,  if  sufficient  pre- 
caution had  been  taken,  you  could  not  have  had  a  suf- 
ficient supply  of  coals  ?  Was  there  not  a  want  of  pro- 
vidence in  this  matter  ?  "  The  witness  quickly  answered, 
"  No  ;  it  was  Providence  that  prevented  the  wind  from 
blowing  in  the  direction  to  enable  the  vessels  to  bring 

up  the  coals Not  twenty  steam-tugs  would  have 

sufficed."  In  reply  to  another  question,  from  Sir  John 
Hanmer,  "  Did  the  ships  sunk  by  the  Russians  at  the 
entrance  of  Sebastopol  materially  strengthen  it  against 
the  sea  attack  ?  "  he  replied,  "  No,  not  at  all;  the  fleet 
could  never  have  entered  the  harbour  of  Sebastopol, 
unless  the  army  had  got  there  before  it."  In  parts  of 
his  evidence,  as  that  relating  to  the  blockade,  and  the 
propriety  of  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea,  he  was 
stopped,  because  it  involved  statements  respecting  the 
French. 

Lord  Hardinge  was  examined  on  Friday,  the  10th. 
After  speaking  of  some  details  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Ordnance,  and  the  supply  of  artil- 
lery to  the  Crimea,  he  said  :  The  state  of  our  artillery  is 
as  near  perfection  as  possible,  and  had  created  the  admi- 
ration of  the  French.  The  army  in  the  Crimea  are 
armed  with  the  Minie  rifle — in  general  one-half  with 
the  rifle  of  the  pattern  of  1851,  and  the  other  half  with 
Mr.  Prince's  rifle  of  1853.  They  were  at  the  present 
time  receiving  4000  a  month,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
the  entire  army  would  be  in  possession  of  the  Minie 
rifle  of  1853.  These  rifles  were  obtained  from  Liege, 
the  United  States,  and  Birmingham.  The  Guards  were 
at  first  sent  out  with  the  common  musket,  but  at  Bala- 
klava  they  were  changed  for  the  Minie  rifle.  The 
country  was  far  better  prepared  now  for  hostilities  than 
ever  it  was — both  in  a  military  and  naval  point  of  view. 
During  the  peace  large  additions  had  been  made  both  in 
the  naval  and  military  departments  of  the  country.  The 
pattern  adopted  for  the  Minie  rifle  in  1853  was  far  better 
than  that  of  1851,  because  it  fired  more  accurately,  and 
gave  a  more  distinct  sound,  and  it  could  be  heard 
whether  a  soldier  was  firing  or  being  fired  at  with  a 
Minie  rifle  or  a  musket.  Mr.  Prince  was  the  inventor 
of  the  pattern  of  1853.  The  supply,  however,  was  not 
so  rapid  as  it  would  have  been,  owing  to  the  Russians 
being  the  first  in  the  Belgian  and  American  markets, 
and  buying  them  up.  On  the  duties  of  the  military 
departments  he  stated  as  follows : — The  board  of  ord- 
nance was  one  of  great  difficulty  and  great  responsibility, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  department  could  go  on  well 
in  the  absence  of  the  master- general.  The  secretary- 
at-war  had  unlimited  power  and  control  over  the  Horse 
Guards ;  if  the  secretary-at-war  had  nominated  any 
person  to  fill  up  any  office  or  command,  if  the  party  was 
not  inefficient,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  adopt  the 
recommendation.  The  commander-in-chief  is  respon- 
sible for  the  organisation  of  the  army — in  sending  out, 
the  equipment,  and  transport  of  all  departments  of  the 
army,  including  the  artillery;  but  the  commander-in- 
chief  was  not  responsible  for  the  land  transport  corps 
service.  That  was  a  department  quite  new  to  this 
country,  and  that  duty,  in  his  opinion,  devolved  on  the 
commissary-general.  As  to  the  amount  of  force  sent 
out  Lord  Hardinge  said  :  In  the  first  instance  there 
were  10,000,  but  subsequently  he  made  arrangements 
for  sending  out  25,000  men,  which  was  the  number  un- 
derstood to  be  sent  out.  There  were  also  seven  batta- 
lions, amounting  to  6,000  men,  under  General  Cathcart's 
division,  sent  out,  and  instead  of  their  remaining  in 
reserve,  they  joined  the  main  army  ;  and  it  was  his 
opinion  that  it  was  always  better  to  have  a  large  number 
of  men  at  a  given  point  in  attacking  an  enemy,  than 
holding  them  in  reserve.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
found  out  that  mistake  at  Assaye,  when  he  detached 
Colonel  Stephenson  with  0500  from  his  army,  and  left 
himself  to  resist  the  enemy  with  half  his  force.  He 
never  committed  that  mistake  again.  Lord  Hardinge 
thought  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had  acted  quite 
right  in  the  orders  he  had  given  with  regard  to  the 
drawing  of  troops  from  the  colonies,  and  also  in  direct- 
ing ,that  the  ruserve  troops  should  join  the  main  army. 
After  the  battle  of  Inkermann  eleven  battalions,  con- 
sisting of  6500  men,  were  sent,  and  he  found  that  in 


December  we  had  a  force  of  25,508  men  ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  deaths  from  sickness  and  other  circum- 
stances at  Varna  and  Balaklava,  it  was  found  at  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  a  few  hundreds  of  men  more 
than  originally  intended.  In  answer  to  questions  from 
Lord  Seymour,  as  to  the  bad  state  of  the  road  from 
Balaklava  to  the  camp,  Lord  Hardinge  stated  that  the 
quartermaster-general,  on  whom  devolved  the  duty  of 
putting  it  into  a  state  of  repair,  was  for  a  considerable 
time  confined  to  bed  from  blindness  and  dysentery ;  and 
though  another  officer  was  appointed  to  discharge  his 
functions  whilst  he  was  ill,  it  had  been  found  impossible, 
at  that  time,  for  a  variety  of  cogent  reasons,  to  repair 
the  road. 

On  Monday,  the  14th,  Sir  James  Graham  was  exa- 
mined at  great  length.  His  examination  went  over  a 
great  many  matters  connected  with  his  department, — 
such  as  his  duties  as  First  Lord  ;  his  relation  to  the 
board;  the  state  of  the  transport  service;  the  appoint- 
ments of  Captain  Christie  and  Admiral  Boxer  ;  and  the 
state  of  Balaklava  and  the  Bosphorus  ;  the  blockade  in 
the  Black  Sea  ;  and  the  steps  taken  to  obtain  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  numbers  of  the  Russians  in  the 
Crimea.  The  First  Lord,  he  said,  has  no  power  to  over- 
rule the  decision  of  the  board ;  but  Sir  James  never 
found  that  it  interfered  with  his  large  discretionary 
powers.  So  far  from  being  a  "  screen,"  the  board  is  a 
council,  without  the  aid  of  which  no  layman  could 
advantageously  administer  the  affairs  of  the  navy.  Sir 
James  considered  himself  responsible  for  all  things  done 
in  the  naval  department.  When  the  war  broke  out,  we 
had  only  three  iron  war-steamers,  capable  of  carrying 
2000  men,  available  as  transports.  Government  were 
strongly  of  opinion  that  steamers  should  be  employed  as 
largely  as  possible  ;  but  the  supply  was  so  limited,  and 
the  demand  rose  so  rapidly,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
employ  steamers  alone.  In  reply  to  further  questions, 
Sir  James  said,  "  Some  persons  seem  to  imagine  that 
steamers  could  be  obtained  as  easily  as  a  cab  could  be 
called  from  a  stand  ;  but  he  had  experienced  difficulties 
in  that  respect  of  which  the  committee  could  have  no 
conception.  In  the  course  of  the  year  we  had  moved 
about  60,000  British  soldiers  to  a  distance  of  3000  miles, 
6000  horses  and  between  25,000  and  30,000  French 
troops  from  Marseilles  to  the  Crimea ;  and  simulta- 
neously with  the  difficulties  of  supplying  those  trans- 
ports for  the  Black  Sea,  we  moved,  principally  by  steam, 
12,000  French  soldiers  to  the  Baltic.  Altogether,  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  we  had  moved,  chiefly  by 
steamers,  about  150,000  men ;  the  greater  number  of 
whom  we  conveyed  to  a  point  3000  miles  distant,  in 
addition  to  the  45,000  Turks  brought  from  Bulgaria  to 
Eupatoria ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  the  Admiralty  had 
fed  not  only  the  navy  but  the  army,  and  during  a  por- 
tion of  the  year  also  some  of  our  allies."  He  had  seen 
a  calculation  which  showed  that  a  million  of  money 
was  lost  to  the  country  by  the  transport  service ;  but 
that  calculation  rested  upon  two  erroneous  assumptions, 
— that  transports  could  be  fitted  up  in  four  days, 
whereas  they  require  ten  or  fourteen  days ;  and  that 
the  transports  could  return  as  soon  as  they  had  landed 
their  cargo.  On  military  grounds,  it  is  inexpedient  to 
weaken  a  large  army  by  cutting  off  its  base  of  opera- 
tions. When  the  Duke  of  Wellington  occupied  the 
lines  of  Torres  Vedras,  in  a  friendly  country,  with 
Lisbon  and  the  Tagus  in  his  rear,  he  kept  there  the 
means  of  embarkation  for  every  man.  Admiral  Boxer 
was  first  made  known  to  Sir'  James  by  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy  in  1830;  and  in  1854  Sir  James  selected  him  as 
"an  officer  who  was  better  acquainted  with  the  em- 
barkation and  disembarkation  of  troops  than  any  officer 
he  knew."  He  read  letters  showing  that  Admiral 
Boxer  had  applied,  on  the  8th  of  September,  for  a  store- 
keeper, coal-depots,  and  receiving-ships  at  Constanti- 
nople for  invalids.  Sir  James  now  regretted  that  he 
had  not  complied  with  the  last  request.  Captain 
Christie  was  recommended  by  Captain  Milne.  Sir 
James  thought  well  of  his  conduct,  except  in  two  par- 
ticulars,—allowing  the  Prince  to  remain  close  in-shore 
off  Balaklava  at  a  single  anchor,  and  sending  to  Varna 
for  Turkish  troops  to  come  to  Balaklava,  instead  of 
Eupatoria.  For  those  mistakes  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
have  ordered  him  to  be  tried  by  court-martial ;  "and 
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(said  Sir  James)  he  is  now  a  broken-hearted  man,  who 
may  not  live  to  he  tried."  With  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  insufficiency  of  means  for  removing  the  sick 
and  wounded,  the  committee  would  bear  in  mind  the 
melancholy  fact — one  almost  unexampled— that  out  of 
an  army  so  limited  in  number  as  the  British  army, 
13,800  men  had  been  removed,  sick  or  wounded,  be- 
tween the  3rd  of  December  and  the  17th  of  February; 
a  number  hardly  possible  to  provide  for.  Asked  whether 
his  opinion  concurred  with  the  statement,  that  when 
the  expedition  departed  for  the  Crimea,  (he  government 
had  no  accurate  information  as  to  the  force  of  the 
enemy,  Sir  James  said,  "  Instead  of  opinion,  I  will  give 
you  fact.  In  the  last  week  of  July,  I  saw  a  Crimean 
authority  (who,  of  course,  must  be  nameless)  who  left 
the  Ciimea  in  the  month  of  June.  I  saw  him  at  the 
admiralty.  I  myself  examined  him  ;  and  an  officer  of 
the  admiralty  was  in  attendance  upon  me,  who  took 
down  his  statement  in  writing.  It  was  most  circum- 
stantial, and  gave  a  complete  account  of  the  Crimea,  its 
locality,  its  harbours,  its  roads,  productions,  supply  of 
water,  &c.  ;  and,  what  was  more,  of  the  force,  which 
was  estimated  by  him  at  70,000  men,  8000  of  whom  were 
cavalry,  40,000  in  garrison  in  Sebastopol,  and  the 
remainder  dispersed  throughout  the  Crimea.  I  sent 
that  information  to  Admiral  Dundas  on  the  29th  of 
July,  and  I  directed  a  copy  to  be  sent  to  Lord  Raglan. 
It  must  have  been  received  by  Admiral  Dundas  before 
the  expedition  sailed  from  Varna.  I  had  the  most 
implicit  reliance  on  the  statement,  and  subsequent 
events  have  proved  its  correctness." 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  was  examined  on  Tuesday  the 
15th.  In  reply  to  questions,  he  said  that  preparations 
for  war  were  commenced  about  three  months  before  war 
was  declared.  There  were  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
the  imminence  of  the  war.  "  Perhaps  he  was  more 
sanguine  than  any  other  member  of  the  government  as 
to  the  possibility  of  maintaining  peace ;  hut  it  was 
matter  of  opinion."  All  matters  of  importance  were 
submitted  to  the  cabinet,  and  they  sat  continually  until 
parliament  was  prorogued.  After  the  prorogation,  the 
various  members  dispersed,  but  he  remained  in  town 
the  whole  year,  except  once  when  he  went  to  Balmoral. 
When  the  cabinet  dispersed,  it  was  upon  the  under- 
standing that  it  might  be  called  together  in  forty-eight 
hours.  Any  cabinet  minister  might  summon  a  council. 
Examined  as  to  the  time  in  November  when  the  state  of 
the  army  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  cabinet, 
ho  said — "  It  was  very  late.  I  believe  a  great  deal  of 
the  distress  and  difficulties  existed  before  we  had  any 
official  notice  of  it.  We  had  information  from  private 
sources  and  from  the  public  papers  before  we  had  any 
official  information  of  it." — "  In  your  opinion,  should 
the  cabinet  have  been  furnished  with  that  information  ?" 
"Certainly;  anything  which  required  a  remedy  from 
this  country." — "  To  whom  does  your  lordship  attribute 
the  neglect  of  not  having  furnished  that  information  ?  " 
"  The  authorities  on  the  spot  must  of  course  be  the 
persons  whose  duty  it  was  to  complain  of  anything  that 
was  amiss,  and  to  endeavour  to  remedy  it  if  necessary 
from  home." — "About  what  period  was  the  cabinet 
informed  officially  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  East?" 
"  It  was  very  gradually  at  first:  as  we  did  not  receive 
any  official  information,  the  statements  were  naturally 
more  or  less  discredited ;  but  they  gradually  became 
confirmed,  and  then  we  arrived  at  a  knowledge  of  the 
real  state  of  the  army.  We  were  in  ignorance  longer 
than  we  ought  to  have  been  of  the  state  of  the  army  in 
the  East." — The  Duke  of  Newcastle  might  have,  in 
general  terms,  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  with  all  the 
great  departments  ;  but  he  made  no  particular  repre- 
sentation on  the  subject.  The  only  reason  why  the 
commissariat  was  not  transferred  to  him  before  the 
22nd  December  was,  that  the  duke  declined  to  assume 
the  responsibility  until  the  business  of  the  commissariat 
could  be  conducted  under  the  roof  of  his  own  office. 
Respecting  that  measure  the  earl  had  some  doubts, 
because  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  a  minute  written 
shortly  before  his  death,  strongly  advised  that  the 
commissariat  should  never  be  separated  from  the 
Treasury. 

At  the  end  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  examination  it  was 
announced  that  the  taking  of  evidence  had  closed.     It 


now  only  remains  for  the  committee  to  draw  up  then- 
report,  containing  a  summary  of  the  evidence,  and  the 
conclusions  which  they  deduce  from  it. 


A  great  meeting  was  held  at  the  London  Tavern  on 
the  5th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  association 
to'promote  a  thorough  Administrative  Reform  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  state.     The  great  room,  was 
filled  with  above    1500  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  city;   and  a  supplemental 
meeting,  consisting  of  those  unable  to  obtain  admission, 
was  held  at  Guildhall.     On  and  about  the  platform  at 
the  London  Tavern  were  Messrs.  J.  I.  Travers,  J.  D. 
Powles,  S.  Morley,  J.  P.  Gassiot,  W.  Tite,  W.  J.  Hall, 
James   Hutchinson,   W.    S.    Lindsay,   M.P.,    Norman 
Wilkinson,  F.  Bennoch,  S.  Baker,  G.  Bishop,  jun  ,  J. 
Neale,  and  the  following  members  of  parliament :  Capt. 
Scobell,    Mr.    Otway,  Col.    Reed,  Messrs.    F.    French, 
Maguire,  Murrough,  Swift,  Duffy,  Oliveira,  &c.     Mr. 
Samuel  Morley  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  introduced 
the  subject  of  the  meeting  in  an  able  speech.    The  other 
speakers,  who   moved   and  supported   the  resolutions, 
were  Mr.  Travers,  Mr.  Gassiot,  Mr.  Powles,  Mr.  Lind- 
say,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Bennoch,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.   Tite, 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  and   Mr.  G.  Bishop.     The  following 
resolutions  were  carried  unanimously: — 1.  "That  the 
disasters  to  which  the  country  has  been  subjected  in  the 
conduct  of  the  present  war  are  attributable  to  the  ineffi- 
cient and  practically  irresponsible  management  of  the 
various  departments  of  the  state,  and  urgently  demand 
a    thorough    change   in    the    administrative    system." 
2.  "  That  the  true  remedy  for  the  system  of  maladmi- 
nistration which  has  caused  so  lamentable  a  sacrifice  of 
labour,  money,  and  human  life,  is  to  be  sought  in  the 
introduction  of  enlarged  experience  and  practical  ability 
into  the  service  of  the  state  ;  that  the  exclusion  from 
office  of  those  who  possess  in  a  high  degree  the  practical 
qualities  necessary  for  the  direction  of  affairs  in  a  great 
commercial  country  is  a  reflection  upon  its  intelligence 
and  a  betrayal  of  its  interests ;  that  while  we  disclaim 
every  desire  of  excluding  the  aristocratic  classes  from 
participation  in  the  councils  of  the  crown,  we  feel  it.  our 
duty  to  protest  against  the  pretensions  of  any  section  of 
the  community  to  monopolise  the  functions  of  adminis- 
tration."    3.  "  That  an   association  be  now  formed  to 
promote,  by  all  constitutional  means,  the  attainment  of 
administrative  reform.     That  the   association  be  called 
the  Administrative  Reform  Association,  and  that  the 
following    gentlemen,    with    power    to    add    to    their 
number,  be  appointed  the  committee,  to  collect  funds, 
to   prepare   an    address    to   the   constituencies   of    the 
united  kingdom,  and  generally    to  carry  out   the   ob- 
jects   of   the    association  : — Messrs.     F.     Bennoch,    G. 
Bishop,  jun.,  R.  Crawfurd,  J.  B.  Gassiot,  J.  Hutchin- 
son, W.   J.   Hall,  M'Gregor   Laird,    S.   Laing,   W.   S. 
Lindsav,  W.  T.  M'Cullogb,  S.  Morley,  R.  B.  Moore, 
H.  L. 'Morgan,   W.  L.    Ogilvy,   J.   D.  Powles,   J.   I. 
Travers,  N.  Wilkinson,    J.   G.  Frith,   S.  Amory,  W. 
Lister,  W.  Tite,  D.   Nicoll,  J.   Collett,    S.   Baker,  B. 
Smith,  jun.,   and   B.  Oliveira."     Mr.  Oliveira,  M.P., 
who  had  just  returned  from  the  second  meeting  (over 
which  he  had  presided)  at  the  Guildhall,  said  that  the 
resolutions  adopted  there  were  the  same  as  they  were 
now  discussing,  with  the  exception  that  a   rider   was 
added  to   the  first  one,  to   the  effect  that,  in  order  to 
effect  administrative  reform,  it  was  necessary  to  have  an 
enlarged  constituency.     This  resolution  was  then  put, 
and  carried  item.  con.     The  chairman  announced,  as  a 
proof  of  the  earnest  and  sincere  character  of  the  move- 
ment,   that   twenty-five   gentlemen   in   the   room   had 
already  put  down  their  names  for  a  subscription  of  100/. 
each.      The    announcement   was    received    with    loud 
cheering.     A  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  on  the 
9th   instant.      Mr.    S.   Morley   was   chosen    chairman ; 
Messrs.    Tite     and    Bennoch,    deputy-chairmen ;    Mr. 
Travers,  treasurer.     The  finance  committee  consists  of 
Messrs.  Gassiot,  Travers,  and  Bishop.     Messrs.  Raikes, 
Currie  &  Co.  are  bankers  to  the  association.     Meetings 
of  a  similar  description  have  been   held  in  Finsbury, 
Norwich,     Birmingham,     Lincoln,    Canterbury,    Glou- 
cester, and  other  places;  and  many  other  meetings  are 
in  preparation. 
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NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

Robberies  and  other  crimes  by  Ticket-of  Leave  Men 
are  becoming  more  and  more  frequent.  On  the  12th 
instant,  David  Hayes,  a  pugilist,  and  a  ticket-of-leave 
man,  was  charged  at  Bow-street  with  being  concerned, 
with  another  man  already  in  custody,  named  Williams, 
in  assaulting  and  robbing  William  Hayles.  The  pro- 
secutor was  walking  through  Seven  Dials  in  broad 
daylight,  when  he  was  surrounded  by  a  gang  of  ruffians 
— most  of  them  on  "ticket-of-leave" — knocked  down, 
brutally  assaulted,  and  robbed  of  his  purse,  containing 
three  pounds  and  some  silver.  He  was  much  cut  and 
bruised  by  the  rough  treatment  to  which  he  was  ex- 
posed, and  only  one  of  the  offenders  (Williams)  was 
captured  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence.  But  the  police 
had  since  apprehended  Hayes,  and  the  prosecutor  now 
identified  him  as  one  of  the  ringleaders.  The  prisoners 
were  committed  for  trial. 

A  case  of  Breach  of  Promise  of  Marriage  was  tried 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  on  the  12th  instant.  The 
plaintiff  claimed  3,000.?.  as  compensation.  The  plaintiff, 
Miss  Rogers,  is  the  daughter  of  an  artist  now  dead,  and 
resides  with  her  mother.  The  defendant,  Mr.  Thomson, 
is  a  machine-ruler  manufacturer  and  bill-discounter, 
carrying  on  business  at  Golden-court.  The  parties  be- 
came acquainted  in  September  last,  and  in  the  following 
month,  according  to  the  plaintiff's  statement,  he  made 
her  an  offer  of  marriage,  in  anticipation  of  which, 
dresses  were  ordered  for  herself  and  bridesmaids,  and 
the  wedding  breakfast  was  arranged  for  at  the  house  of 
a  female  friend  in  the  Westminster-road.  However, 
before  the  day  arrived,  she  made  minute  inquiries  re- 
specting the  defendant's  means  and  character,  and 
learned  to  her  great  astonishment  and  dismay  that  he 
was  a  married  man,  with  a  large  family  of  children,  his 
wife  being  still  living.  The  match  was  accordingly 
broken  off,  and  the  defendant  declining  to  make  any 
compensation  the  present  action  was  brought.  Several 
letters,  alleged  to  be  written  by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff,  were  produced,  in  one  of  which  he  stated  that 
he  had  bought  the  license,  and  two  witnesses  swore  that 
these  letters  were  in  the  defendant's  handwriting.  It 
was  contended  for  the  defence  that  this  action  was  got 
up  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money  from  the  de- 
fendant by  the  production  of  letters  which  he  repudiated 
as  forgeries.  The  defendant  averred  that,  in  the  month 
of  August  or  September  last,  he  and  two  other  gentle- 
men saw  Miss  Rogers  looking  into  a  shop  window  in  the 
Strand.  They  got  into  conversation  with  her,  and  she 
accompanied  them  to  a  tavern,  where  they  had  several 
glasses  of  brandy  and  water.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
told  the  young  lady  that  the  defendant  was  very  rich, 
and  though  Mr.  Thomson  was  short  and  somewhat 
deformed,  Miss  Esther  bestowed  so  much  of  her  favour 
upon  him  that  he  became  absolutely  enamoured,  escort- 
ing her  that  evening  to  the  railway  station,  and  meeting 
her  frequently  by  appointment  on  subsequent  occasions, 
not  at  his  own  house,  or  at  her  mother's,  or  anywhere 
that  a  modest  girl  should  consent  to  meet  her  lover. 
The  defendant's  counsel  proposed  to  call  witnesses  to 
show  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  person  of  grossly  immoral 
character,  and  referred  to  several  letters  from  her  to  the 
defendant,  in  none  of  which  had  she  alluded  to  the  pro- 
mise of  marriage,  each  letter  merely  seeking  a  fresh 
supply  of  money  in  return  for  what  favours  the  jury 
might  easily  imagine.  That  the  defendant,  a  married 
man,  and  the  father  of  a  family,  was  to  blame  for  the 
indulgence  of  amorous  propensities  no  one  could  deny, 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  he  should  be  compelled  to 
pay  to  an  artful  and  unprincipled  young  woman  heavy 
damages,  because  of  the  alleged  breach  of  a  contract  of 
marriage  into  which  he  had  never  entered. — The  chief 
baron  thought  that  the  line  of  defence  taken,  he  would 
not  say  improperly,  would  be  anything  but  conducive  to 
public  morals,  and  his  opinion  was  that  it  would  be 
far  better  to  refer  the  matter  to  some  gentleman  of  the 
bar. — After  a  short  consultation  between  the  counsel  on 
either  side,  the  jury,  under  direction  of  the  court,  found 
their  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  pro  forma,  and  the  matter 
was  referred  by  consent  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Shee,  with 
power  to  examine  both  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant. 


A  dreadful  Murder  was  perpetrated  at  the  village  of 
Kate's -hill,  near  Dudley,  on  Saturday  morning,  the 
12th  inst.  A  young  man,  named  Meadows,  had  been 
paying  court  to  a  young  woman  named  Mason,  but, 
becoming  jealous,  he  determined  that  she  should  die. 
He  borrowed  a  carbine,  and  having  loaded  it  proceeded 
to  the  public-house  where  the  girl  lived  as  a  servant,  and 
where  she  was  engaged  in  cleaning.  He  called  for 
something  to  drink,  and,  watching  his  opportunity,  he 
deliberately  discharged  the  contents  of  the  deadly 
weapon.  The  principal  portion  of  the  charge  lodged 
directly  under  the  left  ear.  She  only  lived  a  few 
minutes  after  The  murderer  made  no  attempt  to 
escape.  He  said,  "  Ri  venge  is  sweet ;  I  have  had  mine, 
and  the  law  must  take  its  own." 

A  frightful  case  of  Murder  and  Suicide  has  occurred 
in  Cheshire.  At  the  village  of  Wheelock,  near  Sand- 
bach,  (Mr.  James  Sproston,  joiner  and  cabinet-maker, 
killed  his  wife  with  a  sword,  and  afterwards  blew  out 
his  own  brains  with  a  pistol.  The  cause  appears  to 
have  been  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  husband,  for 
which  it  appears  there  was  no  foundation.  The  hus- 
band was  46  years  of  age  ;  the  wife,  Ann  Sproston,  42. 
They  had  been  man  led  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  were 
without  children,  and  enjoyed  a  competence.  With 
them  lived  a  widowed  sister  of  the  wretched  man, 
named  Gill,  and  her  son,  a  young  man  working  as  a 
joiner.  For  some  weeks  Sproston  had  made  the  sus- 
picions of  his  wife's  conduct  the  subject  of  frequent 
conversation  with  every  one  he  knew.  This  had  greatly 
affected  her  health.  After  breakfast  on  the  morning  of 
the  murder  they  were  left  in  the  house  alone.  The  last 
that  was  seen  of  them  alive  was  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock.  Mrs.  Gill  having  been  on  an  errand  to  Sand- 
bach,  returned  about  half-past  nine.  In  the  kitchen 
she  found  Mrs.  Sproston  kneeling  in  a  pool  of  blood, 
with  her  head  frightfully  disfigured,  there  being  a  sword 
beside  her.  In  her  own  parlour  Mrs.  Gill  found  Mr. 
Sproston  seated  on  a  chair,  with  his  dreadfully  shattered 
head  hanging  forward,  and  a  pistol  lying  between  his 
feet  on  the  floor.  She  obtained  immediate  assistance; 
but  Mr.  Sproston  was  quite  dead,  and  his  wife  did  not 
live  half  an  hour.  An  inquest  was  held,  and  the  jury 
found  that  Mr.  Sproston  had  killed  his  wife  and  then 
committed  suicide,  being  at  the  time  in  a  state  of 
insanity.  The  details  of  the  evidence  were  very 
shocking.  It  appeared  that  both  the  deceased  wrere 
very  tall  persons,  the  husband  being  full  six  feet  and 
the  wife  not  much  less.  They  were  proportionally 
powerful,  and  the  struggle  must  have  been  terrific,  as 
the  kitchen  presented  the  appearance  of  a  slaughter- 
house. There  was  blood  even  on  the  ceiling.  The 
blows  had  been  dealt  with  immense  force,  and  had 
cloven 'the  skull;  but  the  wound  which  had  been  the 
immediate  cause  of  death  was  a  frightful  gash  at  the 
back  of  the  neck,  severing  the  vertebral  column. 
Sproston  had  made  a  will,  excluding  his  wife  from  all 
benefit  or  interest  in  his  property  ;  but  this  was  the  less 
remarked  as  she  had  a  private  iucome  settled  in  her  own 
right,  and  sufficient  to  maintain  her  in  comfort. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  Fire,  causing  the  destruction  of  an  immense 
amount  of  property,  broke  out  in  the  extensive  ship- 
building-yard at  Millwall,  the  property  of  Messrs  Scott 
Russell  &  Co.,  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the 
3rd  instant,  in  the  newly -built  floating  battery,  named 
the  Etna.  This  battery  adjoined  on  one  side  another 
vessel,  the  Wave  Queen,  intended  also  to  be  launched 
to-day,  and  on  the  other  side  a  screw  collier.  The  three 
occupied  a  large  space  in  the  yard,  and  were  in  such 
close  proximity  that  it  became  apparent,  unless  the  fire 
could  be  quickly  subdued,  not  only  would  the  battery  be 
destroyed,  but  the  ships  on  either  side  would  be  seriously 
injured.  The  most  strenuous  exertions  were  therefore 
made  to  collect  the  hands  together,  but  before  assistance 
could  be  rendered  the  flames  rushed  between  the  iron 
plates  of  the  battery,  firing  every  foot  of  timber  from 
stem  to  stern;  and  the  beat  became  so  great  that  the 
iron   plates,   li   inches   thick,  started  in    many  places, 
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when  the  flames  rose  high  in  the  air,  lighting  up  the 
east  end  and  the  Surrey  side  of  the  water.  The  floating 
engine  from  the  dockyard  was  soon  in  attendance,  and 
as  quickly  set  to  work,  and  was  followed  by  the  float 
from  Rotherhithe,  and  the  steam  floating-engine  from 
Southwark-bridge.  About  eleven  o'clock  a  frightful 
scene  took  place  as  the  ponderous  vessel,  in  a  state  of 
ignition,  glided  off  the  stocks  most  majestically  into  the 
river,  amid  the  shrieks  of  some  thousand  persons  who 
were  in  boats  at  the  mouth  of  the  dock.  Several  per- 
sons were  so  terrified  that  they  jumped  into  the  water, 
fearing  the  blazing  vessel  would  fall  and  crush  them  to 
death.  Fortunately  the  whole  were  rescued  by  the 
Thames  police  and  watermen.  The  battery  was  totally 
destroyed,  and  both  the  other  vessels  were  seriously 
injured. 

The  Emigrant  Ship  John  of  Plymouth  has  been 
wrecked,  with  a  deplorable  loss  of  life.  This  vessel  left 
Plymouth  on  the  10th  inst.,  bound  for  Quebec,  having 
on  board  119  adult  passengers,  9S  children,  and  16 
infants,  together  with  a  crew  in  all  of  19,  making  the 
total  number  of  souls  on  board  282.  She  left  the  Sound 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  top  of  the  ebb  tide, 
with  a  favourable  wind  off  the  land.  She  struck  on  the 
Manacles  Rocks,  and  immediately  afterwards  drove  into 
Godrevy  Cove,  and  sank,  it  being  then  about  half-past 
10  at  night.  The  number  saved  was  only  75,  so  that 
the  number  of  those  drowned  is  about  200.  The  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  manslaughter  against  Captain  Rawle, 
and  strongly  condemned  the  conduct  of  the  crew.  Cap- 
tain Rawle  was  committed  to  gaol  on  the  coroner's 
warrant.  The  magistrates  of  Falmouth  have  held  an 
inquiry  into  the  loss  of  this  ship,  and  have  made  a  report 
to  the  Board  of  Trade.  It  states  that  out  of  four  boats, 
three  were  efficient,  but  two  of  them,  the  life-boat  espe- 
cially, were  neither  properly  stowed  nor  prepared  ;  and 
that  there  was  only  one  lantern  wherewith  to  make 
signals  of  distress.  For  these  two  defects  the  govern- 
ment emigration-officer  and  the  owners  are  pronounced 
culpable.  They  further  report,  that  the  ship  was  lost 
in  consequence  either  of  the  ignorance  or  the  gross  cul- 
pable carelessness  of  the  captain ;  that  the  captain's 
conduct,  that  of  the  chief  mate,  and  of  the  crew  with  the 
exception  of  two  men,  was  most  reprehensible  after  the 
ship  struck.  They  helped  themselves,  and  did  nothing 
for  the  passengers.  In  consequence  of  finding  that  the 
mate  was  ignorant  of  his  duties,  the  report  suggests, 
"  that  in  all  passenger-ships  the  first  mate  should  be 
required  to  have  a  certificate  of  competency,  instead  of 
one  of  services  only  ;  and  that  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  night-signals  required  to  be  provided  by  the 
owners  of  passenger-ships  should  be  specified." 

A  fatal  Railway  Accident  happened  on  Saturday 
morning  on  the  12th  inst.,  on  the  North  London  line  of 
Railway.  Mr.  Dyer,  the  manager  of  the  cattle  depart- 
ment, and  principal  cashier  to  the  company,  was  walk- 
ing on  the  line,  proceeding  from  Fenchurch-street-station 
towards  Camden,  when  he  met  the  eleven  o'clock  a.m. 
passenger-train  coming  from  the  latter  place,  and  not 
being  quick  enough  in  getting  out  of  the  way,  was 
knocked  down  by  the  engine  and  much  injured.  On 
examination  at  the  University  Hospital,  where  he  was 
immediately  conveyed,  it  was  ascertained  the  unfor- 
tunate gentleman  had,  in  addition  to  a  fractured  arm, 
sustained  extensive  internal  injuries,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he.  died  the  following  day. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

From  the  Registrar- General's  Return,  it  appears  that 
95,332  persons  were  married  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1854.  The  number  exceeds  the  average,  but  is 
less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1853. 
The  falling  off  has  taken  place  in  London,  in  the  parts 
of  Kent  round  Maidstone,  in  Portsmouth,  Plymouth, 
and  the  seaports,  which  have  been  affected  by  the 
absence  of  seamen  in  the  war ;  in  Northamptonshire, 
Huntingdonshire,  Cornwall,  Shropshire,  Staffordshire, 
Worcestershire,  Warwickshire,  Yorkshire,  Cumberland, 
and  Westmoreland.     The  marriages  in  Manchester  and 


Ash  ton  declined,  but  in  the  aggregate  the  marriages  in 
Lancashire  were  not  below  the  average. 

As  usual  in  the  month  of  May,  there  have  been  many 
Meetings  of  Benevolent  Societies. 

The  anuual  meeting  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
School  Society  was  held  on  the  8th  at  the  Schoolroom 
in  the  Borough  Road.  The  Duke  of  Argyll  occupied 
the  chair,  and  addressed  the  meeting.  He  looked  upon 
the  society  as  the  monument  and  standard  of  certain 
great  principles  ;  and  he  thought  that  public  opinion 
is  every  day  tending  more  and  more  to  some  such  prac- 
tical solution  of  the  question  as  that  offered  by  the 
society's  rules.  The  more  the  differences  in  the  schemes 
before  parliament  are  discussed,  the  smaller  they  will 
become  ;  as  they  are  differences  in  theory  rather  than 
practice,  and  such  as  may  be  overcome  by  the  exercise 
of  a  little  toleration  and  good  sense  on  the  part  of  the 
English  people.  Though  objecting  to  their  plan,  he 
defended  the  advocates  of  secular  instruction  from 
the  charge  of  indifference  to  religion.  He  also  found 
the  "Denominational  or  sectarian  system"  objection- 
able, because  it  would  leave  a  great  part  of  the  people 
uneducated  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  must  say  that  the 
Denominational  system  is  quite  compatible  with  larger 
and  more  liberal  views,  and  that  the  plan  of  throwing 
schools  open  to  all,  with  the  option  of  religious  in 
addition  to  secular  instruction  for  the  scholars,  is  very 
generally  adopted.  There  was,  however,  a  third  mode — 
that  adopted  by  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society 
— the  only  one  that  can  possibly  be  made  the  ground- 
work of  a  great  and  general  system  of  conjoined  secular 
and  religious  education,  having  for  its  basis  the  Scrip- 
tures and  the  Scriptures  alone.  According  to  the  report, 
11  new  schools,  affording  education  to  4000  children, 
have  been  opened  ;  892  visits  of  inspection  have  been 
made  to  schools  in  443  towns  and  villages ;  and  977 
pupils  have  attend«d  the  model  schools.  The  total 
receipts  of  the  year  have  been  17,35S?.,  of  which  5,425?. 
consisted  of  legacies ;  the  expenditure,  including  the 
repayment  of  loan,  15,691?. 

On  the  7th  a  meeting  was  held  at  Willis's  Rooms  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Ply  mouth  Royal  Sailors'  Home. 
Rear- Admiral  Spencer  presided,  and  a  number  of  naval 
officers  were  present.  It  was  stated  that  some  time 
since  the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  had  jointly  contri- 
buted 300?.  towards  the  enlargement  of  the  Home,  and 
promised  200?.  in  addition  provided  a  sufficient  sum  be 
subscribed  by  the  public.  The  Home  had  been  found 
the  greatest  moral  and  material  benefit  not  only  to  our 
seamen,  but  to  shipwrecked  mariners  and  sailors  in 
want  of  shelter.  A  considerable  sum  was  subscribed  by 
the  meeting. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  presided 
over  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Soldiers'  Infant 
Home — intended  to  provide  shelter  and  training  for  the 
orphan  daughters  of  soldiers.  Colonel  Wynn,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Mackenzie,  the  Chaplain-General,  and  Colonel 
Crawford,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  objects  of  the  meeting. 
The  forty-seventh  anniversary  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  of  Foreigners  in  Distress  was  held  on  the  9th, 
at  the  London  Tavern ;  Mr.  John  Labouchere  in  the 
chair.  Since  its  foundation,  the  society  has  granted 
relief  in  87,028  cases  :  whether  friend  or  foe,  it  relieves 
all  alike.  The  subscriptions  of  the  evening  amounted 
to  1,490?. 

The  eleventh  meeting  of  the  Ragged  School  Union 
was  held  on  the  7th,  at  Exeter  Hall :  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  in  the  chair.  It  appeared  that  300  schools 
connected  with  the  society  are  now  at  work  in  the 
metropolis.  In  connection  with  the  institutions  now 
on  the  society's  list  there  are  113  Sunday  schools,  with 
14,248  scholars  ;  79  day  schools,  with  10,449  scholars ; 
101  evening  schools,  with  7,184  scholars.  The  increase 
of  scholars  during  the  past  year  was — in  Sundiy  schools, 
1,148;  in  day  schools,  1,449;  in  industrial  classes,  294. 
The  average  of  shoe-blacks  engaged  was  95,  54  of  whom 
had  been  sent  out  during  the  last  six  or  seven  months. 
The  total  earnings  were  1,413?.  7s. ;  and  the  number  of 
pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  cleaned,  346,404  ;  S37  scholars 
had  been  sent  from  54  of  the  schools  to  situations,  the 
remaining  80  schools  not  having  forwarded  their  returns. 
The  income  of  the  Union  was  5,0S5?.  ;  the  balance  at 
the  banker's,  453?. 
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On  the  2nd  inst.,  the  annual  dinner  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  King's  College  Hospital  was  given  at  the 
Albion  Tavern.  Mr.  Sidney  Herbert  presided  on  the 
occasion  over  a  distinguished  company.  From  the 
report  it  appeared  that  in  the  year  1854,  there  were 
entered  on  the  books,  27,694  patients  :  since  the  year 
1839,  when  the  hospital  was  first  opened,  282,705 
patients  have  been  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the 
charity,  of  whom  17,943  were  in-patients,  and  259,235 
out-patients,  and  5,527  poor  married  women  attended  at 
their  own  homes.  The  cost  of  the  hospital  is  50007: 
and  as  the  annual  subscriptions  only  amount  to  1,500/., 
the  charity  is  dependent  upon  the  public  for  free  gifts 
to  the  amount  of  3,500/. 

Lord  Ebrington  presided  over  the  annual  festival  of 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  on  the  same  day.  Since  its 
establishment  in  1851,  ihis  institution  has  relieved 
27,000  patients.  It  is  dependent  on  voluntary  support : 
its  expenditure  is  6000/.  a  year,  and  it  is  in  debt  2,600/. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Suppression  of  Mendicity 
Society  was  held  on  the  12th  instant,  at  their  rooms,  in 
Red  Lion-square  ;  the  Marquis  of  Westminster,  presi- 
dent, in  the  chair.  The  Report  stated  that  the  results 
of  last  year's  operations  were  favourable  to  the  society  ; 
the  war,  the  demand  for  labour,  and  emigration,  having 
diminished  the  pressure  on  its  resources.  The  regis- 
tered cases  of  applicants  with  ticket  at  the  office  had 
fallen  from  419  in  1853,  to  332  in  1854.  The  unregistered 
cases  fell  from  7,661  to  6,801.  The  meals  given  fell 
from  62,788  to  52,212.  The  money  relief  given  to 
mendicants  fell  from  1,263/.  to  1,144/.  Meantime  the 
income  from  donations  and  subscriptions  remained 
nearly  stationary,  being  2,977/.  in  1853,  and  3,015/.  in 
1854.  The  number  of  vagrants  committed  had  not 
varied  much,  being  354  in  1853,  and  326  in  1854.  There 
was  a  great  diminution  in  the  number  of  Irish  applying 
for  relief.  During  the  severe  frost  in  February  last 
494  men  and  women,  independently  of  children,  had 
been  relieved,  and  13,000  meals  given.  3,277  begging- 
letters  had  been  sent  for  investigation,  which  was  more 
by  232  than  in  1S53.  Of  these  1,000  had  been  favour- 
ably reported  upon,  36  fraudulent  begging-letter  writers 
were  apprehended  and  punished.  The  receipts  of  the 
year  amounted  to  4,244/.  2s.  11^.,  and  at  its  close  there 
was  a  balance  in  hand,  and  at  the  bankers,  of  786/. 

A  lecture  on  Nature  Printing  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Henry  Bradbury,  at  the  Royal  Institution,  on  the  11th 
instant.  This  is  a  process  by  which  copies  of  objects  in 
nature  are  obtained  with  a  fidelity  and  exactness  such  as  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  most  skilful  artist  to  attain 
with  his  pencil.  The  principle  of  the  art  appears  to  have 
been  known  as  far  back  as  250  years  ago,  and  to  have 
been  applied  in  the  first  instance  to  the  taking  impres- 
sions of  plants  for  the  purposes  of  botanists.  A  leaf, 
being  placed  over  an  oil-lamp,  was,  when  blackened  and 
mollified  by  the  heat,  placed  between  two  sheets  of 
paper,  and,  a  violent  pressure  being  applied  to  it,  the 
most  accurate  copy  of  it,  to  the  minutest  detail,  was 
obtained.  The  lecturer,  having  shown  the  process  by 
experiment,  and  exhibited  prints  of  plants  thus  obtained, 
proceeded  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  art  to  its  next 
step,  the  taking  impressions  by  steel  rollers,  in  which 
case  it  was  necessary  for  the  plant  to  be  perfectly  dry. 
As  the  taking  impressions  of  objects  from  nature  was 
extremely  valuable,  not  only  to  botanists  but  to  other 
naturalists,  numerous  experiments  were  made,  particu- 
larly from  1833  to  1852,  when  a  new  method  was  dis- 
covered of  printing  from  gutta  percha,  by  which  the 
object  remained  uninjured  after  great  pressure.  The 
process  now  adopted  is  to  press  the  object  into  a  leaden 
plate,  the  second  important  element  in  the  printing 
being  electrotyping.  By  this  process  the  most  accurate 
copies  are  obtained  of  plants,  ferns,  lace,  fossils,  and 
grained  woods.  In  the  course  of  the  lecture,  which  was 
rendered  interesting,  and  was  greatly  simplified,  by  ex- 
periments aijd  specimens  of  the  art,  Mr.  Bradbury  was 
frequently  cheered  by  a  large  and  scientific  audience. 
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The  Queen,  on  the  18th  inst.,  presented  the  Crimean 
Medal  to  a  large  body  of  officers  and  men  entitled  to 


that  honourable  decoration.     The  ceremony  took  place 
on  the  Parade-ground  of  the  Horse  Guards.    In  front  of 
the  archway,  a  low  dais  was  erected  for  her  Majesty; 
above,  level  with  the  first-floor  windows  in  the  centre, 
was  a  gallery  for  the  Royal  Family  ;  on  either  side  were 
tiers  of  seats,  to  the  left  for  the  families  and  friends  of 
the  decorated  officers,  and  to  the  right  for  the  members 
of  the  government,  their  families  and  friends.      Facing 
the  Queen,  on  the  park-side  of  the  square,  were  galleries 
for  the  two  houses  of  parliament.    The  other  sides  of  the 
square  were  also  filled  up  ;  and  vast  masses  of  people 
assembled  to  witness  the  scene.     As  early  as  ten  o'clock, 
hundreds  of  officers,  wearing  the  most  diverse  uniforms, 
and  hundreds  of  young  soldiers  who  had  never  seen 
service,  had  assembled  ;  and  the  space  shone  with  scarlet 
and   gold.     A   large   body   of    troops,    the    Household 
Cavalry,  and  the  Guards,  were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the 
dais,  and  behind  them  the  recipients  of  the  medal. — 
The  Queen  came  at   eleven  ;    accompanied  by  Prince 
Albert,  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Coburg  Gotha,  in  the  uniform 
of  the  Austrian  army,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Prince 
Alfred.     The  troops  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  prece- 
dence, Cavalry,  Artillery,  Sappers  and  Miners,  Guards, 
and   Infantry  of  the  Line,  and  then  the   Sailors   and 
Marines.     As  each  man  passed,  General  Wethcrall  read 
out  to  the  Queen  his  name  and  services  ;  Lord  Panmure 
handed  to  her  Majesty  the  appropriate  medal  ;  and,  with 
pleasant  smiles  and  kind  words,  the  Queen   gave  the 
medal  away.     The  first  to   receive  it  was  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  ;    then  came  Colonel  James  Macdonald,  the 
Earl  of  Lucan,  the  Earl  of  Cardigan,  General  Scarlett, 
Sir   John   Burgoyne,   the   Foot  Guards,   Sir   de   Lacy 
Evans,  and  the  Infantry  of  the  Line;  and  next,  Admiral 
Dundas  with  the  Marines  and  Sailors.      Three  officers 
attracted  special  attention.      Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  of 
the   7th,    who    lost  both  legs   at   Inkermann,  received 
his   medal  from  a  wheeled  chair  ;  and  the  Queen  made 
him  one  of  her  Aides-de-camp  on  the  spot.     The  other 
two  were  Captain  Sayer  of  the  23rd,  also  in  a  wheeled 
chair ;    and  Captain  Currie  of  the  19th,  who   limped 
painfully  upon  crutches.     As  the  soldiers  passed  they 
simply  lifted  their  hats  ;    but  the  sailors,   long   before 
they  reached  the  dais,  were  uncovered  to  a  man.  Appro- 
priate airs  were  played  as  each   division  passed.     The 
weather  was  fine,  and  the  whole  scene  was  admirably 
managed.     It  was  brought  to  a  close  by  a  parade  of  the 
troops.     After  the  parade,  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and   soldiers,    the   sailors   and   marines,    dined   in   the 
Queen's  Riding-school ;    the  Queen  and  her  family  pay- 
ing them  a  visit.      The  officers  who  were  most  cheered 
were  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Lord  Cardigan,  and  Sir 
de  Lacy   Evans.     To  enumerate  all  who  were  present 
would    be    only   to   name    those    who    are    the    most 
distinguished   in   civil   and   military   affairs.     The   list 
of  the  gallant   fellows   who   received   the   medal,    was 
given   in  full  in  the  morning  papers  of  the  following 
day. 

Lord  Adolphus  Vane  Tempest,  M.P.  for  North  Dur- 
ham, who  is  with  his  regiment  of  Guards  in  the  Crimea, 
having  received  a  hut  from  his  mother,  the  Dowager 
Marchioness  of  Londonderry,  immediately  on  its  erec- 
tion fitted  up  a  large  and  roomy  tent  adjoining  it,  which 
he  furnished  with  a  library  of  standard  works,  several 
periodicals,  and  three  daily  papers  ;  and,  having  a  good 
stock  of  stationery,  he  opened  it  for  the  use  of  the 
men  of  his  company  for  reading,  and  writing  letters 
home.  This  act  of  generosity  is  highly  valued  by  the 
men. 

The  Queen  has  granted  permission  to  Lord  Raglan, 
Vice-Admiral  Deans  Dundas,  Lieut. -General  Sir  J. 
Burgoyne,  Lieut.-General  Sir  G.  Brown,  and  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  E.  Lyons,  to  accept  and  wear  the 
Turkish  imperial  order  of  the  Medjidie  of  the  first 
class,  as  a  mark  of  the  Sultan's  approbation  of  their 
distinguished  services  before  the  enemy  during  the 
present  war. 

Her  Majesty  and  the  royal  family  went  to  Osborne  on 
the  22nd  inst.,  to  spend  the  Whitsun  holidays.  The 
Duchess  of  Kent  went  to  Osborne  at  the  same  time,  on 
a  visit  to  her  Majesty. 

The  drawings  contributed  by  the  royal  children  to 
the  patriotic  fund  were  sold  on  the  14th  inst.,  according 
to  announcement.     The  Princess-Royal's  drawing  was 
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purchased  for  250  guineas.  The  Prince  of  Wales's  brought 
55  guineas,  and  the  remaining  drawings  by  the  Princess 
Alice,  Princess  Helena,  and  Prince  Alfred,  30  guineas 
each.  They  will,  however,  continue  to  be  exhibited  at 
Burlington  House  during  the  season. 

Mr.  Albert  Smith  gave  his  Mont  Blanc  entertainment 
for  the  thousandth  time  on  the  1st  inst. 

Mr.  Macaulay  has  just  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Amsterdam,  in  the  class  of  literature, 
languages,  history,  and  belles-lettres.  Jacob  Grimm 
the  grammarian,  Ranke  the  historian,  Lepsius  the 
archaeologist,  and  other  learned  men  of  European  repu- 
tation, were  elected  at  the  same  time. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society, 
Sir  Roderick  Murchison  announced  that  the  Geographical 
Society  of  Paris  had  transmitted  to  the  society  of 
London  three  medals  for  presentation  to  three  members 
of  that  society.  They  were — a  gold  medal  to  Captain 
M'Clurc,  for  his  discovery  of  the  north-west  passage  ;  a 
silver  medal  to  Captain  luglefield,  for  his  discoveries  in 
the  arctic  regions ;  and  a  silver  medal  to  Mr.  Francis 
Galton,  for  his  explorations  in  the  Namaqua,  Damara, 
and  Ovarupo  countries,  northward  of  the  Orange  River,  I 


in  south-west  Africa.     The  medals  were   accordingly 
presented  by  Sir  Roderick  to  these  gentlemen. 


Outtuarn  nf  JJotauIc  JPerSo«& 

Sir  Henry  Rowley  Bishop,  the  celebrated  composer,  died 
in  London,  on  the  30th  ult.,  in  his  69th  year. 

Rear-Admiral  Corry  died  at  Paris,  on  the  1st  inst. 

Admiral  Lloyd  died  suddenly,  at  his  residence,  at  Chel- 
tenham, on  the  29th  ult.,  aged  70. 

Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  Bart.,  died  on  the  oth  inst., 
in  London,  in  his  70th  year. 

The  widow  of  Sir  Humphry  Davy  died  on  the  Sth  inst.,  at 
her  residence  in  Park-street,  Grosvenor-square,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age. 

Lord  de  Mauley  died  on  the  16th  inst.,  in  his  68th  year, 
at  his  residence  in  St.  James's-street. 

Mr.  Travers,  the  popular  vocalist,  died  at  Kensington,  on 
the  •_'0th  mst.  He  was  known  in  the  musical  world  by  the 
name  of  Travers,  but  his  real  name  was  Romer,  and  he 
belonged  to  the  talented  family  of  the  Romers,  the  different 
members  of  which  have  been  long  popularly  identified  with 
the  lyrical  drama. 

Lord  Spencer  Compton,  Captain  in  the  15th  Hussars,  died 
suddenly,  on  the  21st  inst.,  at  Kxeter,  where  he  was  stationed 
with  his  regiment. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  has  brought  dates  from  Bombay 
to  April  17,  and  from  Calcutta  to  April  10.  There  have 
been  some  severe  skirmishes  on  the  Punjaub  frontier, 
betweeen  a  field  force  under  Colonel  Craigie,  and  the 
Momunds,  or  hostile  hill-men,  who  have  been  beaten 
and  dispersed. — On  the  30th  March,  a  treaty  of  friend- 
ship with  the  Cabul  government,  was  signed  at 
Peshawur  by  Sirdar  Goolam  Hydcr  Khan,  on  the  part 
of  Ameer  Dost  Mahomed  Khan,  and  by  Mr.  John  Law- 
rence, chief-commissioner  of  the  Punjaub,  on  the  part 
of  Lord  Dalhousie.  The  treaty  contains  three  articles ; 
by  the  first  of  which  friendship  and  peace  are  established 
between  the  British  government  and  Dost  Mahomed 
Khan  and  his  heirs;  by  the  second,  the  East  India 
Company  engages  to  respect  the  territories  now  pos- 
sessed by  the  Ameer,  and  not  to  interfere  therein  ;  and 
by  the  third,  the  Ameer  and  his  heirs  undertake  not 
only  to  do  the  same  towards  us,  but  to  be  the  friends  of 
our  friends,  and  the  enemies  of  our  enemies. — The 
Supreme  Government  has  ordered  the  construction  of  a 
line  of  telegraph  from  Mirzapore  via  Jubbulpore, 
Seeonee,  Nagpore,  and  Hyderbad  to  Bellary,  connecting 
those  places  with  the  existing  lines  between  the  capitals 
of  the  presidencies  and  the  Punjaub. 

Advices  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  mention  the 
opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  Colonial  Parliament 
on  the  15th  March,  by  Sir  George  Grey.  In  his  opening 
speech,  the  governor  stated  the  nature  of  his  plans  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontier.  He  proposed  that  enrolled 
English  pensioners,  married  men,  and  medically  fit, 
should  be  invited  to  settle  in  British  Caffraria;  that 
each  man  should  have  a  cottage  and  an  acre  of  land  ; 
that  for  seven  years  he  should  be  liable  to  serve  twelve 
twelve  days  without  pay,  and  any  number  of  days  for 
pay  when  called  on  ;  anil  that  at  the  end  of  the  seven 
years  he  should  have  a  free  grant  of  the  cottage  and 
land.  The  villages  would  be  so  arranged  as  to  form, 
with  the  military  post,  a  continuous  line  of  defence.  At 
the  same  time,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  raise  the 
Caffres  in  Christianity  and  civilisation,  by  the  establish- 
ment among  them,  and  beyond  our  boundary,  of  missions 
connected  with  industrial  schools,  by  employing  them 
on  public  works,  and  by  other  similar  means. 

There  are  advices  from  Melbourne  to  the  11th  March, 


and  from  Sydney  to  the  7th  of  that  month.  The  Mel- 
bourne accounts  state,  that  the  artisans  who  had  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  consequent  upon  the  de- 
mand for  building  having  ceased,  were  beginning  to 
turn  their  attention  to  gardening  and  other  industrial 
pursuits.  A  great  portion  of  land,  which  had  previously 
been  sown  for  hay,  had  this  year  been  sown  with  wheat, 
and  in  some  districts  considerable  progress  had  been 
made  in  the  erection  of  flour-mills.  The  total  amount 
of  gold  dust  brought  by  the  government  escorts  from 
the  various  gold-fields  from  the  beginning  of  January  to 
the  3rd  of  March  was  170,584  ounces.  The  weather 
had  been  unusually  dry,  but  the  miners  were  engaged 
in  making  piles  of  washing  stuff,  and  it  was  expected 
that  the  average  of  the  preceding  year  would  be  main- 
tained. Quartz  crushing  was  beginning  to  be  carried 
on  with  great  activity  at  Bendigo  and  Ballarat.  At 
Ballarat,  also,  machinery  was  extensively  used  for 
pumping  water  from  the  deep  levels,  which,  in  some 
cases,  were  upwards  of  200  feet  from  the  surface.  The 
circulation  of  the  banks  continued  steady,  but  there  was 
a  slight  increase  in  the  deposits.  The  drain  upon  them 
is  said  to  have  ceased,  and  the  accounts  of  the  colonists 
to  be  improving  rapidly.  The  suspension  of  steam  com- 
munication, both  via  India  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
had  created  much  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Australian  colonies.  The  supplies  at  the  diggings, 
in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  credit,  were  short, 
and  every  one  was  endeavouring  to  lay  in  stuck,  which 
caused  a  brisk  trade  in  provisions,  ironmongery,  machi- 
nery, cordage,  and  other  suitable  goods.  In  Victoria, 
for  mouths  past,  the  rate  of  wages  had  been  declining. 
Rents  were  falling.  The  trial  of  the  diggers,  taken 
prisoners  at  Ballarat,  commenced  on  the  22nd  February, 
but,  verdicts  of  acquittal  having  been  returned  in  two 
cases,  the  attorney-general  declared  he  had  no  con- 
fidence in  the  jury,  and  refused  to  proceed  with  the 
trial  of  the  other  prisoners  that  session. 

On  the  16th  of  February  the  council  voted  20,000?. 
as  a  contribution  from  the  colony  to  the  Patriotic  Fund. 

Discoveries  of  gold  have  been  made  on  the  Keilor 
Plains,  and  also  at  Mount  Ararat,  near  the  River 
Hopkins.  The  workings  at  Anderson's  Creek,  or 
rather  in  the  bed  of  the  Yarra  Yarra,  were  still  spoken 
of  favourably,  and  several  hundreds  of  men  were  re- 
ported to  be  at  work  there. 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 

The  narrative  of  the   Siege  of  Scbastopol  in  our  last  1  fire  from  the  batteries  of  the  Allies,  mentioned  in  Lord 
number  was  brought  down  to  the  14th  of  April.     The  I  Raglan's  despatch  of  that  date,  continued  till  the  17th, 
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when  Lord  Raglan,  after  consultation  with  General  Can- 
robert,  ordered  the  batteries  to  fire  30  rounds  each  gun 
per  day,  instead  of  147  as  they  had  been  doing  before. 
Some  days  afterwards  the  fire  was  suspended  altogether. 
But  the  progress  of  the  siege  was  not  stopped. 

A  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan  dated  the  17th  of 
April,  speaks  of  the  operations  to  that  date  : — "  The  fire 
ot  both  the  French  and  English  armies  has  been  con- 
tinued upon  Sebastopol  since  I  addressed  your  lordship 
on  the  14th  instant ;  and  though  superior  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  it  lias  not  produced  that  permanent  eil'ect  which 
might  have  been  anticipated  from  its  constancy,  power, 
and  accuracy.  The  guns  of  the  Russians  have  been 
turned  upon  some  of  our  advanced  works  in  vast  num- 
bers ;  and  in  one  particular  instance  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  a  battery  was  so  great,  that  the  unremitting 
exertions  of  Captains  Henry  and  Walcot,  and  the 
gallantry  and  determination  of  the  artillerymen  under 
their  orders,  alone  enabled  them  to  keep  up  the  fire 
and  to  maintain  themselves  in  it.  In  another  battery, 
yesterday,  a  shell  burst  close  to  the  magazine;  which 
in  consequence  exploded,  killing,  I  am  much  concerned 
to  say,  one  man,  wounding  two  most  severely,  and 
seven  in  a  less  degree.  Both  the  batteries  I  have 
mentioned  have  been  repaired  and  restored  to  their 
original  condition.  The  French  blew  up  several  small 
mines  in  front  of  the  Bastion  du  Mat  after  sunset  on 
Sunday  evening,  with  a  view  to  establish  a  parallel  on 
the  spot.  This  operation  greatly  alarmed  the  enemy  ; 
who  at  once  commenced  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry in  every  direction  from  that  part  of  the  town,  which 
they  kept  up  for  a  considerable  time.  It  occasioned  no 
harm  on  our  left  attack,  upon  which  a  part  of  it  was 
directed,  and  I  hope  did  little  injury  to  our  allies.  Seve- 
ral hundreds  of  the  Russian  cavalry  and  a  small  body  of 
Cossacks  appeared  on  the  low  range  of  heights  in  front 
of  Balaklava  this  morning,  and  remained  about  an  hour, 
when  they  retired,  the  greater  portion  by  the  bridge  of 
Tractea.     Their  object  was  probably  a  reconnaissance." 

The  casulties  from  the  13th  to  the  loth  April,  inclu- 
sive, present  a  total  of  2  officers  and  16  men  killed,  and 
4  officers  and  79  men  wounded.  Lord  F.aglan  laments 
the  loss  of  two  young  and  promising  officers  killed — 
Lieutenant  Preston  of  the  88th,  and  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  of  the  Artillery.  The  four  wounded  officers 
are  :  Royal  Engineers — Lieutenant  G.  Graham,  slightly; 
Captain  and  Assistant-Engineer,  H.  Green,  H.E.I.C., 
Service,  severely.  Royal  Artillery — Assistant-Surgeon 
R.  W.  Cockerill,  slightly.  33rd  Foot— Captain  E.  W. 
Donovan,  severely.  Two  of  these  are  thus  men- 
tioned by  the  commander-in-chief: — "  I  regret  to  add, 
that  two  others  have  been  severely  wounded — Captain 
Green,  of  the  E.I.C.  Service,  who  had  been  employed 
throughout  the  siege  as  an  assistant-engineer,  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  every  advantage  to  the  service  ; 
and  Captain  Donovan  of  the  33rd,  who  has  most  zealously 
served  from  the  commencement  of  the  campaign." 

On  the  17th  the  English  began  to  push  zigzags  in 
advance  of  Gordon's  battery  from  the  right  and  left; 
and  on  the  18th  they  had  been  carried  on  the  right  to 
within  sixty  yards  of  theiMaiakoff,  jand  on  the  left  to 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  Redan.  The  great  diffi- 
culty lay  in  throwing  up  the  trench  connecting  the  two 
approaches.  The  enemy  found  out  what  the  allies  were 
at,  and  sank  a  line  of  rifle-pits  so  as  to  enfilade  the 
parallel.  Our  men  persevered,  galled  by  the  fire  ;  but 
when  the  Russians  brought  out  a  12-pounder  and  fired 
grape,  the  men  were  forced  to  run  for  shelter  ;  whence 
they  peppered  away  at  the  Russians  and  their  gun  until 
the  latter  withdrew.  In  the  morning,  the  gun  was  again 
advanced,  and  the  working  party  was  compelled  to  retire. 
Nor  was  this  all :  the  Russians  sank  new  pits,  in  such  a 
position  as  actually  prevented  the  completion  of  the 
English  parallel.  Therefore  it  became  necessary  to 
take  both  pits.  This  was  accomplished,  though  with 
considerable  loss,  on  the  night  of  the  19th  and  20th.! 

On  the  19th,  Colonel  Egerton,  at  the  head  of  250 
men  from  the  Light  Division,  dashed  from  the  breast- 
work, surprised  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  out.  A 
scattering  volley,  however,  was  fired  by  the  flying 
party,  and  one  shot  killed  Lieutenant  Lempriere,  of  the 
77th.  Colonel  Egerton  carried  him  to  shelter;  and, 
returning  to  the  troops  busily  engaged  in  making  good 


their  lodgment,  found  that  a  column  of  1000  Russians 
were  inarching  down  upon  them  from  the  Mahkoff. 
The  British  shook  their  advance  by  a  close  volley  ;  they 
hesitated ;  then  closed  and  were  hurled  back  by  the 
bayonet  after  an  obstinate  combat;  and  the  British  re- 
mained in  possession  of  the  pits.  Unfortunately,  Colonel 
Egerton,  the  gallant  leader  of  the  party,  was  killed  by  a 
bullet  ;  and  with  him  21  men,  besides  5  officers  and  30 
men  wounded.  On  the  same  night  the  working  party 
secured  the  pits  against  an  assault  from  the  enemy,  and 
completed  the  parallel.  On  the  night  of  the  20th,  the 
British  seized  the  second  line  of  pits  without  a  blow ; 
but  a  force  returned  later,  and  were  driven  off. 

The  fleet  had  begun  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
siege.  On  the  night  of  the  14th,  the  Valorous  first 
and  then  the  Gladiator  ran  in  towards  the  forts,  and 
after  firing  shot  [and  shell  into  the  batteries,  retired. 
Only  one  shot  from  the  batteries  struck  the  Valorous. 
For  the  rest  of  the  night  the  casemates  were  lighted  up.  On 
the  night  of  the  17th,  the  gun-boat  Wrangler  followed  this 
example.  A  thick  fog  overspread  the  sea.  Preceded 
by  a  boat  with  muffled  oars,  sounding  as  it  advanced, 
the  Wrangler  steamed  slowly  in,  and  approached,  it  is 
stated,  "  within  four  fathoms  of  the  forts."  From  a 
little  after  eleven  until  past  one,  she  kept  up  a  fire  of 
shot,  shell,  and  rockets,  from  her  Lancaster  guns  ;  and 
retired,  having  "suffered  no  further  injury-  than  the 
cutting  of  one  of  her  stays."  On  the  night  of  the  ISth, 
the  Furious  and  Tribune  went  in  and  fired  68-pounder 
shots  into  the  forts  and  the  town ;  but  the  night  was 
fine,  and  they  conld  not  remain  long.  On  the  20th,  the 
Dauntless  ran  in,  but  was  forced  to  return  at  the  second 
broadside,  because  one  of  her  guns  burst  and  set  her  on 
fire.  The  fire  was  speedily  extinguished,  but  four  men 
and  a  boy  were  wounded. 

On  the  19th  the  allied  generals,  Lord  Raglan,  Gen. 
Canrobert,  and  Omer  Pacha,  made  a  reconnaissance  of 
the  enemy's  position  near  Balaklava.  This  movement, 
of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  is  described  by  the 
correspondent  of  the  Morning  Herald: — "The  force 
consisted  of  two  French  batteries  of  artillery,  four 
squadrons  of  French  cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  Zouaves, 
one  English  troop  of  Horse  Artillery,  and  the  whole  of 
the  English  cavalry,  (with  the  Tenth  Hussars,  about 
100  strong),  seven  battalions  of  Turkish  infantry,  two 
squadrons  of  Turkish  cavalry,  and  one  Turkish  rocket 
battery;  making  a  total  force  of  2000  cavalry,  10,000 
infantry,  and  18  guns.  The  whole  force  proceeded  at 
about  ten  in  the  morning  from  the  right  of  our  position 
in  the  direction  of  Kamara.  Here  were  stationed  a  few 
Cossack  pickets  ;  who  beat  a  precipitate  retreat  as  the 
allies  advanced.  Nothing  was  found  in  the  village 
beyond  the  ruins  of  some  huts  and  three  or  four  small 
stables,  which  the  Cossacks  had  converted  into  picket- 
houses  for  themselves.  These  were  pulled  down  and 
their  materials  scattered  about.  The  church,  the  only 
edifice  left  untouched,  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  was 
not  interfered  with — in  fact,  it  could  hardly  be  reduced 
to  a  worse  state  of  filth  than  the  enemy  have  themselves 
made.  After  passing  Kamara,  the  troops,  preceded  by 
the  cavalry  and  artillery,  advanced  in  the  direction  of 
the  hills  on  the  Woronzow  road  overlooking  the  Tscher- 
naya,  in  the  direction  of  Tehourgoum.  On  these  hills 
between  150  and  200  Cossacks  were  collected.  They 
fell  back  as  we  advanced,  carefully  keeping  out  of  range, 
and  retiring  on  the  road  to  Tehourgoum.  On  the  hdls 
from  which  they  had  started  a  number  of  mud  huts  had 
been  erected,  capable  of  accommodating  nearly  a  thou- 
sand men.  These,  with  some  enclosures  containing 
forage,  were  set  fire  to.  Half  the  infantry,  with  two 
French  field-batteries,  remained  on  these  hills  ;  while 
the  cavalry,  Horse  Artillery,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
infantry,  with  the  rocket-battery,  moved  down  the  road 
towards  Tehourgoum.  The  road  seemed  in  an  admirable 
state,  and  gave  no  traces  of  having  been  used  to  convey 
supplies,  which  it  must  have  done  had  a  large  force  been 
in  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  hills  over  Tehourgoum 
the  pickets,  which  had  increased  to  some  300  or  400 
infantry  and  cavalry,  made  a  stand,  and  watched  our 
movements.  Our  cavalry  advanced  to  the  village, 
which  seemed  deserted  and  almost  in  ruins.  There 
appeared  no  traees  of  inhabitants,  or,  indeed,  of  its  hav- 
ing been  recently  occupied  at  all  except  by  soldiers.      A 
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number  of  dogs  were  about  it,  which  bayed  and  snarled 
as  our  men  drew  near;  but  these  were  the  only  tokens 
of  life  or  animation.  Beyond  the  hills,  and  on  all  the 
available  coverings  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tschernaya, 
appeared  earthworks  and  heavy  batteries.  On  two  of 
the  nearest  heights  six  guns  in  one  and  eight  in  the 
other  could  be  easily  counted.  In  a  kind  of  basin 
formed  behind  the  hills,  a  Russian  camp  was  no  doubt 
assembled,  as  Cossacks  came  and  went  in  that  direction 
repeatedly.  There  was,  however,  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining either  the  number  or  strength  of  the  enemy 
without  bringing  on  an  engagement,  and  perhaps  a 
severe  one.  Behind  the  works  of  the  heights,  which 
■were  fortified,  were  Russian  troops  ;  and  in  the  wood 
leading  towards  Mackenzie's  Farm  commanding  re- 
doubts seemed  to  have  been  thrown  up  in  different 
places.  When  the  Turks  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
their  eagerness  and  impatience  to  engage  them  became 
extreme  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  was  not  gratified 
beyond  allowing  them  to  throw  a  few  rockets  among  the 
Cossacks  collected  on  the  hills.  This  they  did  with 
powerful  alacrity,  and  with  an  accuracy  and  precision  of 
aim  which  gained  loud  praise  from  all  the  officers  on 
the  ground.  At  the  first  one  or  two  rockets  the  Cossacks 
parted  and  scampered  in  all  directions,  amidst  shouts  of 
laughter  from  the  allies ;  and  before  half-a-dozen  had 
been  fired,  not  a  Russian  was  to  be  seen.  As  the  allies 
fell  back,  a  body  of  about  3000  infantry  emerged  from 
behind  the  hills ;  occupying  the  heights  as  we  aban- 
doned them,  and  carefully  watching  each  movement  we 
made,  but  also  as  carefully  watching  any  step  which 
might  bring  them  into  collision  with  us.  In  this  manner 
the  allies  quietly  retired  towards  Balaklava;  having 
ascertained,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  no  force  about  which 
we  need  be  at  all  apprehensive  remained  in  the  vicinity. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  entrap  the  Russian  infantry 
by  leaving  a  small  force  on  the  hills  on  the  Woronzow 
road,  while  a  strong  body  remained  at  hand  on  the 
slopes  beneath  ;  but  the  Muscoves  were  not  to  be  so 
caught,  and  quietly  waited  until  all  were  withdrawn 
and  half  across  the  plain.  It  was  understood  that  one 
of  the  allied  generals  was  strongly  in  favour  of  a  force 
remaining  to  occupy  the  hills  and  Woronzow  road ;  but 
his  advice  was  overruled  by  that  of  his  colleagues." 

On  the  21st  the  Turkish  cavalry,  alone,  pushed  forward 
as  far  as  Tchourgoum,  and  skirmished  with  the  Cossacks. 

A  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  dated  the  21st  of  April, 
decribes  the  reconnaissance  already  mentioned,  and  the 
attack  on  the  rifle  pits  on  the  19th.  Lord  Raglan  men- 
tions the  names  of  officers  who  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  trenches  and  in  the  attack  on  the  rifle-pits. 
"  Colonel  Egerton  was  an  officer  of  superior  merit,  and 
conducted  all  his  duties,  whether  in  the  camp  or  in  the 
field,  in  a  manner  highly  to  his  own  honour  and  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  public  ;  and  her  Majesty's 
service  could  not  have  sustained  a  more  severe  loss  ; 
and  it  is  so  felt  in  this  army,  and  in  the  77th,  where 
he  was  much  beloved  and  is  deeply  lamented.  Captain 
Lempriere  was  a  very  young  but  most  promising  officer. 
Captain  Owen,  whose  leg  has  since  been  amputated,  and 
Lieutenant  Baynes,  are  both  most  valuable  officers  of 
Engineers  ;  as  is  Captain  King,  of  the  same  corps,  who 
was  wounded  two  nights  before.  Brigadier-General 
Lockyer,  who  was  the  general  officer  of  the  trenches  in 
the  right  attack,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mundy,  of  the 
33rd,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  troops 
engaged  in  the  operation  on  the  death  of  Colonel 
Egerton,  and  Captain  Gwilt  of  the  31th,  deserved 
to  be  most  favourably  mentioned ;  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tylden,  the  officer  of  Engineers  in  charge 
of  the  right  attack,  distinguished  .  himself,  as  he 
has  done  on  many  previous  occasions,  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  The  conduct  of  the  troops  was  admirable. 
In  my  despatch  of  the  17th,  I  informed  your  lord- 
ship that  a  magazine  had  exploded  in  one  of  our  bat- 
teries ;  but  I  omitted  to  state  that  Captain  Dixon,  of  the 
artillery,  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to  evince 
the  coolest  judgment  and  most  determined  gallantry,  by 
instantly  opening  a  gun  upon  the  enemy,  notwithstand- 
ing the  confusion  which  the  bursting  of  the  shell  had 
occasioned,  the  number  of  men  who  had  suffered  from 
it,  and  the  great  damage  the  battery  had  sustained." 

The  casualties  from  the  lGth   to   the   19th   inclusive 


were  2  officers  and  22  men  killed  ;  7  officers  and  102  men 
wounded.  The  officers  killed  were  Colonel  Egerton  and 
Captain  Lempriere.  The  officers  wounded  were — Lieu- 
tenant W.  Norris,  2d  Battalion  Rifle  Brigade,  severely; 
Captain  F.  W.  King,  Royal  Engineers,  severely:  Lieu- 
tenant J.  W.  Trevor,  55th  Regiment  of  Foot,  danger- 
ously;  Captain  B.  I).  Gilby,  77th  Regiment  of  Foot, 
slightly  ;  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  G.  B.  Morgan, 
slightly;  Captain  II.  C.  C.  Owen,  Royal  Engineers, 
dangerously  ;  Lieutenant  C.  E.  S.  Baynes,  dangerously. 
In  the  naval  brigade,  from  the  17th  to  the  20th  April 
inclusive,  five  men  were  wounded. 

Lord  Raglan's  next  despatch  is  dated  the  1st  of  May. 
He  states  that  "  the  Russians  continue  actively  engaged 
in  covering  their  advanced  works,  and  have  constructed 
a  new  battery  on  their  left  of  the  Mamelon  ;  troops  are 
constantly  in  motion  on  the  north  side,  and  there  is 
every  appearance  of  the  establishment  of  a  very  large 
camp  on  the  plateau  above  the  Belbek,  extending  to- 
wards Mackenzie's  Farm.  No  movement  has  been  per- 
ceived on  the  Tschernaya."  Lord  Raglan  further  reports 
the  arrival  of  the  3rd  Regiment  (or  Buffs)  at  Balaklava, 
and  that  of  the  Alma,  having  the  draft  of  the  Guards 
on  board.  The  lists  of  casualties  from  the  23rd  to  the 
29th  ult.  consist  of  1  sergeant,  and  17  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
and  1  sergeant  and  71  rank  and  file  wounded. 

In  a  despatch  dated  the  5th  of  May,  Lord  Raglan 
says: — "Since  I  wrote  on  the  1st  instant,  nothing  of 
importance  has  arisen  ;  the  enemy  still  appear  to  be 
collecting  troops  upon  the  high  ground  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Tschernaya,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sebastopol,  and  convoys  are  constantly  seen  moving  in 
that  direction.  The  fire  from  the  place  upon  our 
trenches  has  not  been  heavy;  but,  notwithstanding, 
I  have  some  casualties  to  report,  as  shown  in  the 
accompanying  returns  ;  and  I  have  to  lament  the  death 
of  three  promising  young  officers,  Lieutenants  Carter,  of 
the  Royal  Engineers,  Curtis  of  the  46th,  and  White  of 
the  62nd  regiments.  On  the  night  of  the  1st  inst.  the 
French  attacked  a  kind  of  counterguard,  which  the 
Russians  had  established  in  front  of  the  central  bastion. 
The  operation  was  quite  successful,  and  the  enemy  were 
driven  out  with  great  loss,  leaving  behind  them  nine 
small  mortars.  Our  allies  have  remained  in  the  work, 
notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  to  which  they  have  been 
exposed,  and  have  established  themselves  therein, 
frustrating  the  efforts  made  by  their  adversaries  to 
dispossess  them  of  it  on  the  following  day,  when  a 
vigorous  sortie  was  repulsed,  and  the  Russians  were 
again  great  sufferers.  The  conduct  of  the  French 
troops  was  very  brilliant."  The  casualties  on  this 
occasion,  besides  the  officers  named,  amounted  to  1 
drummer  and  6  rank  and  file  killed ;  5  sergeants,  and 
32  rank  and  file  wounded. 

On  the  4th  instant  an  expedition  of  combined  French 
and  English  troops  sailed  from  Balaklava  and  Kamiesch, 
for  the  purpose,  it  was  understood  of  attacking  Kertch, 
a  place  in  the  peninsula,  which  forms  the  eastern  extre- 
mity of  the  Crimea.  The  troops  were  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  George  Brown,  and  consisted  of  about  8000 
French  and  5000  English.  There  was  also  a  consi- 
derable fleet  of  ships,  of  war  and  gun-boats,  including 
the  Albert  with  Sir  Edmund  Lyons.  The  project,  how- 
ever, was  abandoned,  pursuant,  it  was  conjectured,  to 
orders  from  the  governments  at  home.  The  expedition 
suddenly  returned  to  Balaklava  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th.  It  had  been  previously  known  that  a  telegraphic 
despatch  was  received  at  head-quarters  and  a  message 
sent  after  the  fleet,  but  its  purport  was  not  mentioned 
until  the  fleet  itself  divulged  it  by  malting  its  appear- 
ance off  Balaklava.  There  has  been  a  general  feeling  of 
disappointment  among  all  ranks  engaged  in  the  expedi- 
tion at  its  recall  before  their  work  was  even  commenced. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Herald,  who  ac- 
companied this  expedition,  writes  as  follows: — "  I  sailed 
from  Balaklava  early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th.  All 
the  troops  had  previously  embarked  and  started  for  their 
destination,  t  Only  two  commissariat  vessels,  one  steam 
sloop,  and  a  ship  for  the  wounded,  remained  behind.  I 
was  in  one  of  these,  and  all  four  proceeded  with  haste 
to  Kamiesch,  in  order  to  learn  the  direction  in  which 
they  were  to  steer  to  overtake  the  rest  of  the  squadron. 
On    arriving    at    Kamiesch    we    found    that    Captain 
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Mitchell,  of  the  Queen,  was  senior  officer,  and  that  he 
only  was  aware  of  our  destination.  But  as  it  unfortu- 
nately happened,  Captain  Mitchell  was  absent  at  Lord 
Raglan's  head-quarters,  and  no  one  knew  in  which 
direction  we  were  to  proceed.  In  the  course  of  the 
afternoon  Captain  Mitchell  returned,  and  informed  all 
the  vessels  then  waiting  that  they  were  to  use  all  speed, 
and  repair  instantly  to  the  rendezvous  in  lat.  44-55,  long. 
36'28.  This,  at  a  moment's  glance  at  the  map,  showed 
to  be  off  Kertch,  and  by  no  means  far  off  it  either,  but 
well  in  sight  of  land.  The  positive  delight  that  was 
manifested  by  every  one  on  finding  that  an  attack  on 
Kertch  was  really  intended  was  almost  beyond  hounds, 
and  away  we  steamed  in  the  direction  of  the  rendezvous. 
Towards  noon,  on  the  5th,  we  came  in  sight  of  a  dense 
smoke  bank,  amid  which  the  tapering  spars  of  men  of 
war  showed  that  we  were  fast  approaching  the  rendez- 
vous. As  we  came  up  all  the  vessels  appeared  in  mo- 
tion. The  huge  screw  three  and  two  deckers  were 
steaming  along  in  stately  rapidity,  followed  by  a  train 
of  vessels  of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  the  steamers  towing  the 
sailers.  We  rejoiced  that '  we  had  overtaken  them 
in  time,  though  we  were  all  greatl}-  perplexed  at  the 
direction  in  which  the  flotilla  was  steering.  The  high 
bold  land  and  fertile  shores  of  Kertch  were  full  in 
view.  Three  hours  more  would  have  brought  us  to 
the  spot  selected  for  our  disembarkation,  yet  beyond 
all  doubt  the  fleet  was  not  proceeding  in  that  direction, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  retracing  its  steps,  apparently 
on  the  route  to  Bulaklava.  For  a  moment  a  dismal 
gloom  fell  on  all.  Had  we  forgotten  all  our  ammuni- 
tion ?  had  the  military  and  medical  chests  been  left  be- 
hind ?  or  had  Sir  George  Brown  and  the  French  general 
quarrelled  ?  were  the  questions  eagerly  asked  of  men 
who  knew  the  general  tenor  of  our  arrangements  far 
too  well  to  suppose  that  any  absurdity  of  the  kind  was 
improbable.  Every  one  could  conjecture,  but  no  one 
could  answer,  till  some  one,  who  was  unwilling  to 
believe  that  an  expedition  the  most  secret,  the  most 
perfect,  and  best  managed  of  its  kind,  would  be 
abandoned  without  cause,  suggested  that  Kertch  was 
a  mere  ruse,  and  that  we  were  now  proceeding  to  our 
real  destination  —  very  likely  Nicolaief  or  Perekop. 
The  hint  was  eagerly  caught  at.  Anything  rather 
than  suppose  the  expedition  was  abandoned,  and  so 
we  closed  and  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  fleet, 
without  much  murmuring  or  discontent.  Just  as 
we  were  about  to  proceed  to  the  admiral  to  report 
our  arrival,  and  solicit  instructions,  the  Fury  steam- 
frigate  ran  alongside  and  hailed.  Our  captain  in- 
formed the  Fury  what  we  were,  and  what  officers  and 
stores  we  had  on  board,  but  the  answer  was  imperative 
— '  It  does  not  matter  who  the  devil  you  are,  or  what 
the  devil  you  have  got.  The  admiral's  orders  are,  that 
you  return  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron  to  Balaklava !' 
The  news  came  upon  us  like  a  thunderbolt.  No  one 
could  believe  that  he  had  heard  aright,  and  all  seemed 
marvellously  inclined  to  be  insubordinate,  and  attack 
Kertch  on  their  own  hook.  But  the  orders  were  far  too 
clear  to  leave  any  loophole  for  mistake.  They  were 
given  plainly  and  coolly  :  they  were  distinctly  heard, 
and  were  evidently  said  with  the  most  intense  disgust 
and  dissatisfaction.  In  addition  to  these  orders,  the 
whole  fleet  was  evidently  returning  ;  there  could  be  no 
mistake  about  that,  and  so  with  heavy  hearts  the  ship 
was  put  about,  and  bidding  adieu  to  the  shores  of  Kertch 
we  followed  with  the  rest." 

Another  dispatch  received  from  Lord  Raglan  is  dated 
the  8th  instant.  "  The  enemy  assaulted  our  advanced 
parallel  on  the  right  attack  on  the  night  of  the  5th 
inst.,  and  some  actually  got  into  the  trench;  but  they 
were  speedily  driven  out  and  repulsed  with  the  utmost 
gallantry  by  the  detachments  occupying  it,  of  the  30th 
and  49th  Regiments,  under  Captain  Williamson  and 
Lieutenant  Gubbins,  of  the  former,  and  Lieutenant 
Rochfort,  of  the  latter,  who,  unfortunately,  was  severely 
wounded  ;  and  I  regret  to  have  to  add  that  several 
valuable  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  were  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  occasion.  On  the  same  night 
Captain  Arnold,  of  the  4th  Foot,  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  whilst  posting  the  advanced  sentries  on 
the  left  attack.  The  loss  of  the  services  of  this  officer 
is  greatly  to  be  lamented.     He  had  done  his  duty  unre- 


mittingly, and  in  the  most  spirited  manner,  throughout 
the  operations  of  the  siege.  I  inclose  the  return  of 
casualties  to  the  6th  inst.  I  have  heard  that  six  ships,  hav- 
ing on  board  Sardinian  troops,  have  arrived  in  the  Bos- 
phorus. — P.S.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you 
the  arrival  of  the  first  detachment  of  the  12th  Lancers." 

It  is  added  in  a  note  that  intelligence  has  since  been 
received  of  the  death  of  Captain  Arnold. 

The  last  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan  is  dated  the  12th. 
It  is  as  follows  : — "I  do  myself  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordship  that  General  de  la  Marmora,  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  Sardinian  contingent,  arrived  off  Balaklava 
on  the  night  of  the  8th  inst.,  and  he  came  up  to  head- 
quarters the  following  morning.  The  very  unfavourable 
state  of  the  weather  since  the  9  th  ha3  prevented  any 
material  part  of  the  force  being  landed  ;  and  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  send  the  vessels  that  brought  it,  and 
which  could  not  be  got  into  the  harbour,  to  Kazatch  Bay, 
until  it  should  moderate.  Five  troops  of  the  12th 
Lancers  landed  on  the  9th  from  the  Himalaya,  which 
performed  the  voyage  from  Alexandria  to  Balaklava  in 
ninety-four  hours.  The  enemy  made  two  serious 
assaults  upon  our  most  advanced  parallel  of  the  right 
attack  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  but  were  on  each  occa- 
sion most  nobly  met,  and  repulsed  with  considerable 
loss.  The  arrangements  of  Colonel  Trollope,  who 
had  charge  of  the  right  attack,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mundy,  the  field-officer  of  the  trenches, 
were  most  judicious ;  and  Captain  Turner  of  the 
Royal  Fusiliers,  and  Captain  Jordan,  of  the  34th 
Regiment,  are  reported  to  have  done  their  duty 
in  the  most  gallant  manner.  They  opened  a  powerful 
fire  on  our  trenches  on  the  following  night,  and  exposed 
their  columns  to  a  heavy  musketry  fire  from  the  troops 
on  duty.  They  did  not,  however,  reach  the  parapets, 
nor  indeed  come  very  near  them.  Last  night  a  very 
determined  sortie  was  made  upon  the  advance  of  our 
left  attack.  The  enemy  moved  forward  in  two  columns 
from  the  Woronzow  road.  Our  advanced  sentries 
having  slowly  retired,  the  guard  of  the  trenches  was 
prepared  to  receive  them,  and  consequently  drove  them 
back  in  the  most  determined  manner.  A  few  Russians 
only  got  into  the  parallel,  and  five  were  left  dead  close 
outside.  The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was 
admirable,  and  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to 
report  the  death  of  Captain  Edwards,  of  the  GSth  foot, 
and  that  of  five  men.  I  have  also  the  pain  of  saying 
that  the  wounded  amount  to  thirty.  Owing  to  the 
great  quantity  of  rain  which  has  fallen  during  the  last 
few  days,  the  service  in  the  trenches  has  again  been 
most  arduous  and  severe  upon  our  men,  who  deserve  all 
praise  for  their  energy  and  untiring  perseverence.  1 
enclose  the  returns  of  casualties  to  the  10th  inst." 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Sebastopol  is  contained  in 
the  following  telegraphic  despatch  from  General  Pelis- 
sier,  dated  the  24th  inst.:  —  "A  very  lively  combat, 
directed  against  our  important  position,  has  lasted  all 
night.  We  obtained  a  complete  success.  The  enemy's 
loss  was  enormous,  and  ours  sensible." 


No  intelligence  of  importance  has  as  yet  been  received 
from  the  Baltic  Fleet.  A  letter  from  an  officer  on  board 
one  of  the  ships,  dated  Revel  Roads,  the  13th  of  May, 
says: — "We  have  been  following  the  ice  all  the  way 
up,  and  anchored  here  eight  days  after  the  roads  were 
cleared.  Our  flying  squadron  have  some  time  ago 
effected  a  blockade,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  10  to  15 
prizes  have  already  been  made,  chiefly  by  the  Archer 
and  the  Geyser,  off  Riga.  The  state  of  health  on  board, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  very  bad.  We  have  all  sorts  of 
illness  in  the  ship,  and  amongst  others  small-pox — four 
officers  and  12  men  infected  by  it ;  besides  60  to  70  on 
the  list  for  other  things.  At  Revel  the  people  are  all 
on  the  alert ;  30,000  men  are  quartered  in  the  town. 
The  ladies  and  children  have  taken  to  the  country,  and 
every  house-owner  has  been  compelled  to  lay  in  pro- 
visions for  six  months.  There  are  no  men  of  war  here. 
The  fleet,  or  at  least  the  greater  portion  of  the  division 
last  year  stationed  at  Svcaborg,  has  effected  a  junction 
with  the  one  at  Cronstadt,  evidently  alter  our  departure 
last  November,  as  the  ice  still  covers  the  upper  part  of 
the  Gulf.  The  commander-in-chief  has  already  been 
beyond  Sveaborg,  aud  though  we  left  England  a  month 
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later  than  last  year  we  are  in  these  waters  ten  days 
earlier  than  Sir  Charles  Napici  's  squadron.  We  like 
our  new  admiral  much. 

By  the  following  telegraphic  intelligence  from  Lord 
Raglan,  dated  the  27th  instant,  it  appears  that  the  expe- 
dition to  Kertch  has  been  renewed,  and  that  the  troops 
have  effected  a  successful  landing  : — "  We  are  masters 
of  the  Sea  of  Azoff  without  a  casualty.  The  troops 
landed  at  Kertch  on  her  Majesty's  birthday,  and  the 
enemy  fled,  blowing  up  their  fortifications  on  both  sides  of 
the  Straits,  and  destroying  their  steamers.  Some  vessels 
of  50  guns  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Allies." 

The  following  telegraphic  despatch,  dated  Kiel, 
May  22,  gives  the  latest  intelligence  of  the  French  fleet 
in  the  Baltic  : — "  The  French  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  Bear-Admiral  Penaud,  left  yesterday  evening  during 
magnificent  weather.  The  entire  population  assembled 
on  the  shore  to  witness  us  getting  under  sail,  which  was 
executed  with  remarkable  precision.  At  the  moment 
when  our  vessels  raised  anchor,  the  steamer  Hecla,  of 
the  Royal  Danish  navy,  took  up  a  position  in  advance 
of  the  fleet,  and  saluted  every  French  vessel  which 
passed  by  it  with  three  prolonged  hurrahs." 

A  daring  Attempt  on  the  Life  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  was  made  at  Paris  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the 
28th  ult.  The  Emperor  was  going  on  horseback  to  the 
Bois  de  Boulogne  for  an  airing,  followed  by  his  Aides- 
de-Camp,  Count  Edgar  Ney  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Valabreques.  The  empress  had  preceded  him  in  an 
open  carriage.  When  he  arrived  opposite  the  pleasure- 
gardens  of  the  Chateau  de  Fleurs,  a  man  stepped  out  of 
the  footpath,  and,  leaning  against  a  lamp-post  to  Bteady 
his  aim,  fired  a  pistol  at  the  Emperor.  Colonel  Ney 
spurred  his  horse  upon  the  assassin  ;  who,  moving  to 
one  side,  and  getting  nearer  to  the  Emperor,  fired  a 
second  shot,  at  a  distance  of  from  ten  to  five  paces.  Both 
happily  failed,  although  it  is  asserted  that  the  second 
ball  touched  the  Emperor's  hat.  Two  men,  dressed  like 
operatives  but  said  to  be  police-agents,  seized  the 
assassin;  and  the  gendarme  Alessandri,  who  always 
follows  the  Emperor  in  a  carriage,  together  with  'M. 
Hirevoy,  a  commissary  of  police,  jumped  out  of  their 
vehicle,  and  assisted  in  the  arrest.  As  the  assassin 
resisted,  they  used  him  roughly,  and  Alessandri 
wounded  him  with  a  dagger-cane.  The  Emperor,  who 
behaved  with  great  coolness,  called  out,  "  Epargnez 
le — ne  le  tuez  pas,  le  miserable  ;  "  and,  bowing  to  the 
people  who  cheered,  rode  quietly  onward  towards  the 
Bois  de  Boulogne.  He  had  sent  on  a  messenger  to 
apprise  the  empress  of  his  safety;  and,  meeting  her  a 
few  yards  beyond  the  Arc  de  Triomphe,  rode  by 
the  side  of  her  carriage  back  to  the  Tuileries,  amid 
the  congratulations  of  thousands,  who  quickly  swarmed 
along  the  route.  The  empress  sobbed  and  wept  con- 
vulsively. The  assassin  was  conveyed  to  the  nearest 
guard-house;  beside  the  pistol  that  he  fired,  two 
others  and  a  dagger  were  found  upon  him.  In 
the  evening  the  emperor  and  empress  went  to 
the  Opera  Comique  and  were  warmly  received. 
The  criminal  was  tried  on  the  7th  inst.  before  the 
Cour  d' Assizes  de  la  Seine.  His  name  was  Pianori,  a 
handsome  young  man,  about  thirty.  It  appeared  on 
the  trial  that  he  was  born  in  the  Roman  States ;  that 
he  professed  to  be  a  shoemaker  ;  and  that  he  served  in 
the  Roman  war  of  independence — it  is  supposed  in 
Garibaldi's  corps.  After  the  French  occupation  he  re- 
sided in  Piedmont;  which  he  quitted  in  1851,  and 
travelled  in  France  under  the  name  of  Live  rani.  In 
Paris  he  obtained  employment  as  a  shoemaker,  but  he 
worked  so  badly  that  he  was  speedily  discharged.  Next 
he  visited  London ;  and  there,  it  would  appear,  by 
some  means  or  other  he  earned  handsome  wages,  and 
saved  500  francs.  In  March  last  he  returned  to  Paris, 
carrying  with  him  a  double-barrelled,  two  single- 
barrelled  pistols,  and  a  poniard.  On  the  28th  April 
he  left  his  lodgings  armed  with  these  weapons  and  a 
sharp  razor  besides,  and  made  the  attempt  on  the 
emperor's  life.  It  appeared  further  that  he  had  pre- 
viously been  guilty  of  many  crimes;  and  had  been, 
under  an  assumed  name,  condemned  to  the  galleys  for 


twelve  years,  in  consequence  of  having  committed  a 
murder  for  political  motives.  To  a  question  from  the 
president,  as  to  whether  he  had  "  undergone  the  influ- 
ence of  the  refugees  in  London,  and  had  accepted  from 
them  an  execrable  mission,"  he  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  declared  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing  few 
persons  out  of  his  own  trade.  He  denied  that  the  crime  was 
premeditated,  and  insisted  that  it  was  only  on  the  same 
day  that  the  thought  of  firing  at  the  emperor  occurred 
to  him.  The  money  found  on  him  was  100  francs  in 
gold  and  14  in  silver,  which  he  said  was  the  rest  of  his 
savings  ;  and  he  again  denied  that  either  the  money  or 
the  arms  had  been  given  him  to  commit  the  crime. 
Pianori  was  defended  by  M.  Benoit  Champy,  a  deputy 
appointed  by  the  court.  The  accused  was  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  die  the  death  of  a  parricide.  He 
appealed  to  the  Court  of  Cassation,  against  his  sentence, 
at  the  last  moment ;  alleging  informalities  in  his  trial. 
The  appeal  was  not  sustained.  If  Pianori  did  belong  to 
any  secret  society,  he  has  been  true  to  his  comrades,  for 
at  the  last  moment  he  very  decidedly  said: — "I  have 
no  accomplices,  but  others  will  achieve  what  I  have 
songht  to  perform."  At  five  o'clock  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, the  lith  inst.,  at  the  usual  place  of  execution  of  the 
Roquette  prison,  he  was  led  to  the  scaffold  f.s  a  parricide, 
his  face  covered  with  a  black  veil,  and  executed.  His 
last  words  were,  "  Vive  1'  Italie  !  " 

The  opening  of  the  Great  Exhibition  at  Paris  took 
place  on  the  15th  instant.  It  was  a  less  magnificent 
scone  than  had  been  expected.  The  interior  of  the 
building  was  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  the  weather 
was  unfavourable.  The  doors  were  open  for  the  recep- 
tion of  visitors  from  ten  till  twelve ;  then  they  were  closed 
for  an  hour,  and  the  Emperor  was  to  arrive  at  one. 
By  twelve  the  galleries  set  apart  for  visitors  were  filled 
by  ten  thousand  persons  ;  but  the  accommodation  was 
very  defective.  "  Gentlemen  "  occupied  many  of  the 
best  seats  ;  and  ladies,  dropping  with  fatigue,  were  kept 
standing  all  the  morning.  In  the  centre  of  the 
transept,  on  a  platform  spread  with  rich  carpets,  were 
two  fauteuils,  surmounted  by  a  rich  canopy.  On  the 
right  and  left  were  clusters  of  flags  and  eagles.  In 
front  and  around  this  throne  were  places  set  apart  for 
the  diplomatic  body — the  great  officers  of  state,  the 
senate  and  legislative  body,  the  army,  the  clergy, 
the  judges,  and  the  members  of  the  imperial  family. 
Above  the  throne  was  the  orchestra.  From  ten  till 
twelve  the  reserved  space  gradually  filled  ;  and  the  eye  of 
the  spectator  was  dazzled  with  the  brilliant  uniforms 
and  the  insignia  of  orders  belonging  to  every  govern- 
ment in  Europe.  Shortly  after  twelve  o'clock,  Prince 
Napoleon,  escorting  the  Queen-Mother,  Christina  of 
Spain,  entered  the  building.  The  emperor  did  not 
arrive  with  his  usual  punctuality,  but  twenty  minutes 
behind  time.  It  is  remarked  that  both  he  and  the 
empress  looked  ill.  As  he  entered,  a  shout  of  "  Vive 
l'Empereur  !  "  arose.  The  proceedings  began  with  the 
reading  of  a  long  report  by  Prince  Napoleon,  the  head 
of  the  commission,  giving  an  accouut  of  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress of  the  exposition;  and  to  this  report  the  Emperor 
made  a  brief  reply.  Then,  descending  from  the  throne, 
the  Emperor  and  Empress,  followed  by  the  officers  of  the 
household,  marched  round  the  building.  Cheers  arose  as 
they  proceeded,  the  British  "  hurrah  "  rising  above  other 
cries.  After  this  the  Emperor  and  Empress  quitted  the 
palace,  their  stay  having  lasted  only  about  half  an  hour. 


Accounts  from  Vienna  state  that  the  conferences  arc 
closed,  and  that  a  protocol  has  been  drawn  up,  recording 
the  definitive  failure  of  the  negotiations. 


Letters  from   St,   Petersburg,  of  May  18,  announce 

that  Cronstadt  is  declared  in  a  state  of  siege.  No  one 
can  henceforth  enter  the  town  without  a  special  per- 
mission from  the  governor. 

A  periodical  has  been  started  at  St.  Petersburg,"called 
The  Mirror  for  Englishmen,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
holding  up  to  ridicule  the  manners  and  customs  of  Eng- 
land. The  illustrations  contain  a  series  of  what  are 
called  '  characteristic  sketches,'  hut  which  are  nothing 
but  the  most  stale  and  grotesque  caricatures  of  English 
life.  There  is  the  very  antique  joke  of  the  Englishman 
bringing  his  wife  to  manket  with  a  halter  round  her 
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neck,  and  selling:  her  by  auction.  Lord  Palmerston 
comes  in  for  his  share  of  the  satire,  and,  of  course,  Sir 
Charles  Napier  and  his  last  year's  promenade  sur  mer 
play  a  conspicuous  figure.  Amongst  other  pieces  of 
wit  is  a  scene  in  the  house  of  lords,  in  which  a  '  milord' 
gets  up,  and  asks  why  the  blockading  squadron  do  not 
go  up  to  the  White  Sea  through  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia, 
which,  he  maintains,  is  the  nearest  route.  The 
Petersburg  Zeitung,  in  alluding  to  this,  affirms  that  it 
is  by  no  means  an  exaggerated  picture  of  the  ignorance 
of  the  English,  for  that  the  children  of  the  middle  and 
lower  classes  never  heard  of  God,  and  have  not  the  least 
idea  who  Victoria  is,  adding,  by  way  of  a  clincher  to  its 
veracity,  that  a  monster  petition  was  lately  presented  to 
parliament  by  the  schoolmasters  of  England,  which  con- 
tained no  less  than  836  crosses  in  lieu  of  signatures. 


The  government  of  Saxe-Coburg  Gotha  has  just  pro- 
mulgated the  law  of  succession  for  the  duchy.  It  is  to 
the  effect,  that  in  case  the  reigning  duke  should  die 
without  leaving  direct  heirs,  the  succession  shall  pass  to 
Prince  Albert  and  his  descendants,  but  that  the  reigning 
king  of  England  and  the  heir  presumptive  to  the  throne 
of  England  shall  be  excluded.  It  is  further  enacted, 
that  if,  when  the  succession  shall  become  vacant,  there 
shall  be  no  descendant  qualified  to  succeed,  other  than 
the  king  and  heir  presumptive  of  England,  the  king 
and  heir  shall  be  bound  to  cause  the  duchies  to  be 
administered  by  a  governor,  until  a  descendant  qualified 
to  succeed  shall  have  attained  his  majority.  The  appa- 
nage  of  the  heir  presumptive  to  the  duchies  is  fixed 


from  his  majority  at  18,000  florins  (about  1,800/.)  a-year. 
According  to  this  arrangement,  upon  the  death  of  the 
reigning  duke,  who  has  no  child,  Prince  Alfred  would 
become  the  heir  presumptive,  Prince  Albert  immediately 
succeeding. 

The  advices  from  Naples  describe  an  eruption  of 
Vesuvius,  of  extraordinary  duration  and  violence.  From 
the  latest  intelligence,  dated  the  19th  instant,  it  appears 
that  there  had  been  a  suspension  of  the  flow  of  lava  for 
eighteen  hours,  and  that  all  fear  of  further  damage  was 
over.  It  is  consolatory  to  be  able  to  state  that  not  one 
life  has  been  lost,  though  many  have  been  in  danger, 
from  mere  foolhardiness,  from  walking  over  ground 
where  no  other  person  had  been,  or  peering  into  fissures 
vomiting  fire  and  smoke,  for  no  other  earthly  reason 
than  to  be  able  to  say  that  they  had  done  it.  As  to  the 
material  loss  which  the  landholders  on  the  line  of  the 
streams  have  suffered,  it  is  nothing  compared  with  what 
it  might  and  must  have  been  had  it  not  been  for  the 
temporary  suspension  and  cooling  of  the  lava ;  whole 
townships  must  then  have  been  swept  away,  and  a 
blackened  waste  appeared  where  once  was  smiling  vine- 
yards and  pretty  villas. 


The  intelligence  from  New  York  is  to  the  16th  inst., 
but  it  contains  nothing  of  importance. 

The  last  dates  from  California  are  April  24,  with 
gold  to  the  amount  of  above  a  million  dollars.  The 
mining  districts  are  reported  in  a  favourable  state,  and 
business  recovering. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


Still  the  war  lies  heavily  on  the  issue  of  new 
books,  and  the  last  month's  list  is  even  less  abundant 
and  various  than  its  predecessor.  The  concluding 
volumes  of  that  portion  of  the  Grenville  Papers  pub- 
lished as  Memoirs  of  the  Courts  and  Cabinets  of  George 
III.  have  appeared.  Sir  William  Domville  has  pub- 
lished, in  a  volume  entitled  The  Sabbath,  an  enquiry 
into  the  supposed  obligation  to  the  sabbaths  of  the 
Old  Testament.  Mr.  John  James  Tayler  has  collected 
a  series  of  pulpit  discourses  on  Christian  Aspects  of 
Faith  and  Duty.  From  a  Roman  Catholic  writer  of 
America,  Mr.  J.  G.  Shea,  we  have  received  a  History 
of  the  Catholic  Missions  among  the  Indian  Tribes 
of  the  United  States  from  1529  to  1854.  Mrs.  Marsh 
has  written  a  novel  called  the  Heiress  of  Houghton, 
which  appears  to  be  the  sequel  of  one  of  her  former 
novels.  A  second  part  of  the  Nature-Printed  work  on 
British  Ferns,  under  Dr.  Lindley's  editorship,  has  been 
published.  A  fourth  volume  of  Chaucer  has  been  given 
in  Mr.  Bell's  Annotated  Edition  of  the  Poets.  The 
Roman  Empire  in  the  West  forms  the  subject  of  four 
lectures  collected  by  Mr.  Richard  Congreve.  Mr. 
Brudenell  Carter  has  discussed  the  Influence  of  Educa- 
tion on  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.  Lord  Ormonde 
has  translated  a  small  volume  of  Meditations  and  Moral 
Sketches,  by  M.  Guizot.  Mr.  Planche  has  published 
the  first  careful  and  complete  translation  of  the  cele' 
brated  Fairy  Tales  of  the  Countess  d'Aulnoy.  Sir 
James  Emerson  Tennent  has  discussed,  in  a  book  of 
highly  entertaining  statistics,  Wine,  its  Use  and  Tax- 
ation. Doctor  Macvicar  has  published  a  Treatise  on 
The  Philosophy  of  the  Beaidiful.  Major  John  Butler 
has  described  his  Travels  and  Adventures  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Assam  during  Fourteen  Years.  Mr.  J.  \V. 
Kaye  has  made  valuable  Selections  from  the  Papers  of 
Lord  Metcalfe.  Lieutenant  Peard  has  published  his 
Narrative  of  a  Campaign  in  the  Crimea.  An  historical 
account  of  tbe  adventures  of  the  most  famous  pirates  and 
buccaniers,  under  the  title'of  the  Monarchs  of  the  Main, 
has  been  written  by  Mr.  George  Thornbury  Mr.  Cony- 
beare  has  collected  his  Essays  Ecclesiastical  and  Social, 
written  in  the  "  Edinburgh  Review."  Mr.  Weld  has 
described  a  Vacation  Tour  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  A  thick  little  volume  called  the  Calendar  of 
Victory,  projected  and  commenced  by  the  late  Major 
Johns,  of  the  Royal  Marines,  and  continued  and  com- 


pleted by  Lieut.  Nicolas  of  the  same  service,  opportunely 
reminds  us,  in  these  clays  of  war,  that  each  day  in  the 
year  has  witnessed  one  or  more  triumph  of  British 
valour  and  conquest  by  sea  and  land.  A  Vindication 
of  Luther  against  his  Recent  English  Assailants, 
which  appeared  originally  as  an  appendix  to  one  of 
Archdeacon  Hare's  charges,  has  been  republished  in 
a  separate  form,  with  many  considerable  additions 
from  the  papers  of  that  lamented  scholar  and  divine. 
The  still  surviving  Indian  practice  of  Widow  Burning 
has  been  denounced  by  Mr.  II.  I.  Bushby.  Dr  Leonard 
Schmitz  has  published  a  condensed  Manual  of  Ancient 
History  from  the  Remotest  Times  to  the  Overthrow  of 
the  Western  Empire.  Doctor  J.  D.  Forbes  has  described 
a  scientific  Tour  of  Mont  Blanc  and  of  Monte  Rosa. 
Mr.  Kempe,  the  Rector  of  St.  James's,  has  collected  a 
Course  of  Lectures  on  Job.  Mr.  David  Constable  has 
translated  from  the  Latin  and  French  the  first  volume 
of  Dr.  Jules  Bonet's  annotated  reproduction,  from  the 
original  manuscripts,  of  the  Letters  of  John  Calvin. 
Mr.  George  MacDonald  has  published  a  dramatic  poem, 
called  Within  and  Without.  Our  friend  the  Roving 
Englishman  has  collected  a  series  of  Pictures  from  the 
Battle  Fields.  From  Mr.  Hannay  we  receive  a  sea 
novel  called  Eustace  Congers;  from  Miss  Sewell  a  tale 
called. Cleve  Hall ;  and  from  its  French  proprietor  the 
novel  ascribed  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Moredun,  which  has 
only  to  be  read  to  clear  the  great  novelist  of  all  suspicion 
of  its  paternity.  Mr.  William  Tooke  has  managed  to 
include,  in  one  octavo  volume,  brief  records  of  the 
Monarchy  of  France  from  its  earliest  time  to  the  last 
revolution.  Mr.  Richard  Jennings  has  published  a 
treatise  on  National  Elements  of  Political  Economy. 
Mr.  Day  has  described  Monastic  Institutions  in  their 
various  forms  and  tendencies.  Captain  Shadwell  has 
published  Notes  on  the  Management  of  Chronometers. 
General  Sir  Wm.  Napier  has  republished,  from  his 
great  work  on  the  Peninsular  Campaigns,  a  condensed 
account  of  all  the  principal  English  Battles  and  Sieges  in 
the  Peninsula.  Captain  Biddulph  has  continued  his 
Topographical  Sketches  of  the  Groundbefore  Sevastopol. 
And  Archdeacon  Anthony  Grant  has  added  another  to 
the  many  existing  historical  sketches  of  that  great  battlt- 
ground  on  which  the  fate  of  nations  promises  in  our  day 
mainly  to  depend, —  The  Crimea. 
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COMMERCIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  19th  inst.,  £10,047,710. 

LATEST  LONDON  PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    D  I  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5     1J 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  16    0  |  Mexican  dollars,        ,,5    0 

Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 012  disct.  I  New  York 007  disct. 

Hamburgh 0'64  disct.  | 

Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  4  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols  . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1S60 
Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent.  . . 
Exchequer  Bills,  March. . . . 
India  Bonds 


Iliahest. 

Lowest. 

911 

88| 

901 

S0i 

902 

S7| 

81' 

35 

21 H 

SOS 

15s.  p. 

4s.  p. 

21s.  p. 

12s.  p. 

Latest. 

911-1 
90i-l 
91i 

31 
209.J-10 
12-1 5  p. 
18-20  p. 


Paid. 


100 
IPO'S 
100 
100 
20 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 
Great  Northern  .... 
Great  Western  .... 
Lanensh.  &  Yorksh. 
London  <fc  N.  Westn. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &,  Dover 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

101 

9Si 

100-1 

8 

71 

71-1 

63  i 

591 

634. 

57 

54 

55-7 

Hi 

HA 

Hi 

98 

93 

96-S 

92 

SSi 

91-2 

674 

63 

66^-7 

79 

754, 

7Si-| 

1004 

97 

991-100J; 

844 

79'. 

82-3 

111 

68 

71-i 

ci£ 

59£ 

601-3 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


104,020 

19,289 

176,  S40 

74,097 

330,945 

94,023 

301,331 

307,627 

297,333 

S14.649 

191, 04S 

391,970 

217,010 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Belgian  4i  per  cent.,  911 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  991 
Chilian  0  per  ceut,  102-4 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  101-3 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  03? 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  93 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  22£ 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  49-51 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  414 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  99 
Spanish  3  per  cent. ,  : 1 7 '. 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  S8±, 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Junct.,  14 
Great  Luxembourg,  24-| 
Great  West  Canada,  21-4 
Northern  of  France.  351 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref,  84 
Paris  and  Orleans,  47-9 
Paris  and  Lyons,  42-4 
Paris  and  Rouen,  41-43 
West  Flanders,  34-4 
West  of  France,  224-3 
Rouen  and  Havre,  22-3 


Mines. 


Linares  

Nouveau  Monde  . 


7i 


Quartz  Rock 
St.  John  Del  Rey 


31-3 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST 
Mines. 

Australian     3-li 

Colonial  Gold    4"3 

Great  Nugget    |-f 

Port  Philip    H 

South  Australian J-| 


Latest  Prices. 
Banks. 

Australasian S2  to  84 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  17-18 
Loud.  Chart,  of  Aust.  21} 

South  Australian 42 

Union  of  Australia  . .   71-3 


Railways. 

East  Indian    24 '.-5 

Do.,  Extension  1:;} 
Indian  Peninsula..  5J 
Madras    17-1S 


Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .   74 
Australian   Royal  Mail  SJ-J 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  144 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.    01-3 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural.  ,32-4 

Van  Diemen's  Land. .  . .  1^'i-l 
South  Australian  Land  oS^-94 


North  Brit.  Australian  1-1 

Peel  River  Land 2J-3 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.  11-2 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 
ending- 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

». 

d. 

s.      d. 

S.     d. 

s.      d. 

S.       d. 

s.      d. 

Apr.  21 

68 

8 

31       1 

25     10 

38     11 

41       5 

36     10 

—   28 

68 

4 

31       5 

25      9 

40     10 

41       6 

39       2 

Mav     5 

69 

5 

31       6 

26       0 

38      0 

41       7 

38       7 

—   12 

73 

4 

31     10 

20     11 

40      9 

43       2 

40       2 

—   19 

70 

1 

32     -5 

27       9 

44       3 

44       5 

42       4 

Latest  London 


Malt,  Pale,      per  qr. 

Malting  Barley  „     . . 

Oats,  best,  ,, 

Wheat,  White,    „     . . 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk. 
Country  household  52 


American,  per  barl. 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr, 
Cattle —  s. 


Beasts,  per  st.  3 
Calves  .,  „  3 
Sheep    ..     ,,      3 

Pigs ,       3 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South  Downs. .  1 
Kentish  fleeces  1 
German  Prima  2 
Australian  . . . .   1 

Cape 0 

Spanish   1 


38 
4S 
d. 

8  to 
8  — 
6  — 
4  — 


s. 

to  72 

—  31 

—  30 

—  S6 

—  70 

—  60 

—  44 

—  52 
s.  d. 
4  2 
4  S 
4  6 
4     4 


0  — 

0  — 

6  — 
3  — 

7  — 

1  — 


1  14 

1  1 
3     6 

2  2 
1  5 
1  11 


Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  1261. 

Iron,  Pigs,  31.  6s.  to  H.  0s. 
Rails,  6(.  10s.  lead,  English 
Pig,  22/.  0s. .  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  IS/.  10s.  Tin,  English 
block,  111/. ;  Banca,  110/.  to 
111/.;  Spelter,  22!.  5s.;  Quick- 
silver, per  lb.  Is.  lOrf.  to 
Is.  lid. 

Provisions. 
Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  54s. 

to   08s.  ;  American,  4Ss.  to 

40s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

4s.  Od.  to  4s.  St/.;  Irish  India, 

per  tr.,  160s. ;  Hambro',  1 70s. ; 

American,  140s.  to  160s. 
Butter — Dorset,  per  cwt.,  90s. 

to  106s. ;   Irish,    94s.  lOSs.  ; 

Dutch,  SOs.  to  90s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per  cwt., 

60s.  to  70s. :  Wiltshire,  52s.  to 

74s.  ;  Dutch,  56s. 
Hams  —  York,    70s.    to    75s.; 

Irish,    70s.   to  7Ss.  ;    West- 
phalia, 00s.  to  6Ss. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 

8  lb.,  4s.  6c?.  to  4s.  lOrf. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  reds, 

S5s.  to  10  5s.  ;  Bedf.  Rcgts. 

100s.  to  130*. 
Pork,    per  8  lb.,  3s.   10c/.   to 

4s.  Set 
Veal,  4s.  Od.  to  5s.  0d. 
Lamb,  0s.  0d.  to  7s.  0d. 


Market  Prices. 

i  I.  i.        I.  !. 

]  Hay per  load  3  15  to  5    5 

Clover. .        „         45—O6 
Straw..        ,.         1    4—  1     S 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  10?.  10s. 
to  12/.  0s. ;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 
71. ;  Bones,  ditto,  41. 10s. 
Hops.— Kents,    240s.  to  300s. 
Sussex,  220s.  to  240s.     1S53, 
140s.  to  lOSs. 
Poultry — Capons,      3s. — 4s. 
Fowls,  4s.  Od. — 7s.  ;  Chicks, 
4s.  0d.— 6s.  Od. ;  Ducks,  4s.- 
6s.;  Geese,  3s.  6d.— 6*.;  Tur- 
keys, 3s  6;/. — 6s.  ;  Pigeons, 
id.—  9d. 
Hides,   to. —-Market,   96  1b., 
44c/.— o':d.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
3±fZ.  — id. ;    do.,  Calfskins, 
10  lb.,  0s.    Gd.  ;    do.,  Horse- 
hides,    5s.  6d.  — 6s.  ;  Rough 
Tallow,  22s. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  55?. ;  Sperm, 
1341.  to  136!.;  Pale  Seal, 
53!.  ;  Ripe,  54!.  to  56!.  ; 
Cocoa-nut.  43/.  to44/.;  Palm, 
43/.  to  44/.;  Linseed,  3S(.  0s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
40/.  to  53/.  10s.  ;  Sheep,  47/. 
to  52i.  6s.  ;  Y.  C,  54/. 


Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad.  42s. 
to  46s. ;  Bahia,  33s.  to  34s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 47s.  Od.  tniSs.  Od.;  Do., 
Plantation,  56s.  to  S2s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 78s.  to  90s.  ;  Jamaica, 
70s.  to  Sis.  ;  Java,  51s.  to 
55s. ;  Costa  Rica,  57s.  to  72s. 

Rice-,  per  cwt, — Can  ilina,  duty 
paid,  26s.  to  30s.  Od. ;  Bengal, 
13s.  Gd.  to  15s.  6d. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
35s.  to  41s.  Od.  ;  Mauritius, 
35s.  Oil.  to  39s.  Od. ;  Bengal, 
37s.  Od.  to  42s.  0<Z.  :  Madras, 
30s.  to  33s.  Od. ;  Havannah. 
35s.  to  39s.  Od. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
47s.  to51s.Cc!. ;  Bastards,  29s. 
to  36s.  Od.  ;  Crushed,  30s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  9c/.)— 
Congou,  Sid.,  to  Is.  3d.  ; 
Souchong,  94d.  to  2s.  Od.  ; 
Hyson,  Is.  id.  to  3s.  6rf. ; 
Assam   Is.  Od.  to  4s.  7d. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 
departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1S55. 

Australian 
Colonies 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

5«3 
198 

Total. 

To  March  31 

17.S55 
4.9S7 

302 
4.2S2 

18,519 
10,297 

37,179 

25,704 

22,842 

4,584 

34.S1G 

701 

62,943 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney.  .. 
Adelaide  . . 
IlobartTu. 


£35  to  £00 
4(1  —  05 
30  —  02 
30  —   65 


Inter, 
mediate. 


Steerage. 


Goods  per 
40  Cuhic  feet. 


£20to£30|  £;5  to  £22     £2  10to£3     5 


22  — 
22  — 
22  — 


33 
35 


IS  —  25 
15  —  24 
15   —   25 


2     5  — 2  10 

2  10  — 

2     5  — 2  15 
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NAEEATIVE  OF  PAELIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


Both  Houses  of  Parliament  assembled  on  Monday, 
the  4th  of  June,  after  the  Whitsuntide  recess. 

House  of  Lords.  On  Tuesday,  June  5,  the  Earl  of 
Ellenborough  called  attention  to  the  convention 
entered  into  between  her  majesty's  government  and 
that  of  the  Sultan,  on  the  3rd  of  February  last,  for  the 
Employment  of  the  Turkish  Troops  in,  the  British 
Service.  He  asked  what  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
formation  of  such  a  body  of" troops? — Lord  Panmure 
regretted  the  delay  that  had  taken  place  in  the  for- 
mation of  those  troops,  from  which  he  hoped  that  the 
allied  armies  wouW.  receive  much  advantage.  The 
fault  did  not  lie  with  either  her  Majesty's  government 
or  the  government  of  the  Porte,  but  from  the  fact  that 
the  Turkish  troops  concentrated  at  Constantinople,  and 
from  which  it  was  anticipated  the  Turkish  contingent 
would  be  taken,  had  been  suddenly  called  away  by 
Omar  Pasha  to  the  seat  of  war,  and  all  the  available 
troops  of  the  Sultan  had  been  thus  withdrawn.  The 
Porte,  therefore,  readily  offered  to  detach  from  the  army 
of  Omar  Pasha  a  body  of  troops  to  form  the  contingent ; 
but  her  Majesty's  government  declared  that  it  was  not 
advisable  to  weaken  the  strength  of  the  army  at  the 
seat  of  war.  It  was  therefore  proposed,  and  the  pro- 
position was  now  being  carried  out,  that  troops  to  form 
the  contingent  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  army  of 
the  Danube.  This  was  a  suggestion  from  Omar  Pasha 
himself,  and  the  arrangement  of  this  body  would  soon 
be  completed. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  asked  whether  Lord  Clarendon 
had  received  any  intelligence  of  the  Close  of  the  Vienna 
Conferences, — and  if  so,  whether  he  was  prepared  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  last  proposal  made  to  or  by  Russia  ? 
— Lord  Clarendon  :  I  this  morning  received  infor- 
mation from  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Vienna  that  a 
conference  was  yesterday  summoned  by  Count  Buol, 
and  that  he  then  made  a  proposition  to  the  Russian 
plenipotentiaries.  I  believe  the  Russian  plenipotentiaries 
— I  am  speaking  from  a  short  despatch  received  by 
telegraph — requested  to  know  whether  they  might  send 
that  proposal  to  St.  Petersburg.  Upon  the  French  and 
English  ministers  being  consulted,  they  said  they  had 
no  instructions  to  agree  to  such  a  proceeding,  and  Count 
Buol  then  said  that,  having  fulfilled  the  engagement 
undertaken  by  Austria — to  endeavour  to  find  the 
elements  of  accommodation  between  the  contending 
parties — and  having  failed  to  discover  such  means  of 
accommodation,  he  considered  there  was  no  further  use 
in  conferences  being  held ;  and  the  conferences  were 
accordingly  closed.  With  respect  to  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  proposal  which  was  made  at  the  conference 
will  be  laid  before  parliament,  I  do  not  think  there  can 
be  any  objection  to  the  production  of  that  proposition. 

The  Newspiaper  Stamp  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 


On  Thursday,  June  7,  on  the  re-committal  of  the 
Cambridge  University  Bill,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
explained  the  various  amendments  which  he  proposed 
to  introduce  into  the  measure,  the  general  effect  of 
which  may  be  described  as  intended  to  render  the 
clauses  for  reforming  the  general  body  of  the  university 
of  Cambridge  in  unison  with  those  contained  in  the  bill 
passed  last  year  for  the  university  of  Oxford.  In  the 
case  of  dissenters,  it  was  proposed  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  proceed  to  the  degree  of  masters  of  arts  on 


the  understanding  that  such  masters  of  arts  were  not  to 
become  members  of  the  senate,  unless  they  subscribed 
the  thirty-nine  articles.— Lord  Lyndhurst  observed, 
that  the  proposed  amendments  were  of  a  nature  to 
transform  the  bill  altogether  into  a  new  measure.  The 
house  could  have  but  one  object  in  view,  and  that  was 
to  form  the  best  possible  constitution  for  the  university 
of  Cambridge.  So  far  as  the  present  governing  body 
was  concerned,  all  the  commissioners  recently  appointed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  had  reported 
most  favourably  of  it.— The  Bishop  of  Chester  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  under  which  he  had  declined 
to  sign  the  report  alluded  to  by  Lord  Lyndhurst.— Their 
lordships  then  went  into  committee  on  the  bill,  when 
Lord  Poavys  proposed  an  amendment  to  clause  5,  to  the 
effect  that  the  masters  of  arts  should  stand  in  the  same 
relation  to  the  governing  body  of  the  university  of 
Cambridge  as  the  masters  of  arts  in  Oxford  stood  to  the 
hebdomadal  council.  —  After  some  discussion,  the 
amendment  was  negatived.— The  remaining  clauses 
were  then  agreed  to. 

On  Friday,  June  8,  the  Bishop  of  London,  moved 
an  address  to  the  crown  respecting  the  inadequate  pro- 
vision made  for  Burials  in  the  Metropolis.  The  evil  he 
complained  of  was  much  increased  by  the  act  of  1853, 
which  closed  many  of  the  old  burial  grounds  before 
others  were  provided.  An  immediate  remedy  for  this 
deficiency  was  essentially  requisite. — Earl  Granville 
stated  that  the  subject  was  under  serious  consideration 
by  the  government. — The  Bishop  of  London,  on  this 
intimation,  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  Monday,  June  11,  on  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  the  question  of  the  recent  Creation  of  the 
Barony  of  Fermoy,  by  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Roche  to 
the  peerage,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  privileges. 

On  Thursday,  June  21,  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury 
called  attention  to  the  late  horrible  Massacre  of  a  Boat's 
Crew  belonging  to  the  Cossack  while  attempting  to  land 
some  Prisoners  on  the  Coast  of  Hango.  According  to 
the  Russian  account  of  this  affair  it  was  stated  that 
they  were  compelled  to  resist  the  boat's  crew  in  con- 
sequence of  an  attack  made  by  the  latter.  Although 
that  representation,  if  true,  would  greatly  mitigate  the 
atrocity  of  the  deed,  yet  it  by  no  means  exculpated  the 
Russian  party  from  a  complete  breach  of  the  sacred  law 
of  nations.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  know  what  steps 
the  government  had  taken  under  the  circumstances  ? — 
The  Earl  of  Clarendon  said  that  the  outrage  was  too 
horrible,  and  too  much  at  variance  with  all  the  usages 
of  war,  and  the  custom  of  civilised  nations,  to  suppose 
that  it  could  be  done  by  any  persons  but  by  some  brutal 
subordinates,  without  any  instructions  or  any  approval  of 
their  superiors.  He  was  the  more  inclined  to  believe 
so,  because  Captain  Fanshawe  said  he  considered  that 
man  who  took  the  lead  in  the  outrage  was  a  non-com- 
missioned officer.  He  lost  not  a  moment  in  forwarding 
instructions  to  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Copenhagen, 
requesting  him  to  confer  with  the  Danish  government, 
for  inducing  them  forthwith  to  send  instructions  to  their 
minister  at  St.  Petersburgh  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment viewed  with  extreme  anxiety  the  conduct  of  the 
Russian  government  in  respect  to  this  matter,  and 
wished  to  know  what  steps  they  intended  to  take  to 
mark  their  sense  of  this  outrage  by  the  condign  punish- 
ment of  the   offenders — an   outrage   which   might  not 
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excite  surprise  in  savage  nations,  but  which  could  not 
be  expected  in  a  civilised  nation.  And  that  if  this 
offence  was  not  at  once  punished,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment considered  that  it  would  merit  the  severest  re- 
prisal. When  her  Majesty's  ministers  had  obtained  the 
answer  of  the  Russian  government,  they  would  of 
course  be  prepared  to  state  what  steps  they  would  take 
to  punish  the  culprits. — Lord  Granville,  although  he 
expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  this  most  wanton  out- 
rage would  in'  the  end  be  disavowed  by  the  Russian 
government,  hoped  that  the  explanation  would  soon 
be  given,  for  the  feelings  of  indignation  which  must  be 
excited  by  the  transaction  would  necessarily  tend  to  add 
still  more  to  the  horrors  of  war. — Lord  Colchester 
recommended  that  a  flag  of  truce  should  be  sent  in  to 
communicate  with  the  highest  authority  which  could 
be  found,  demanding  that  the  atrocity  should  be  dis- 
owned.— Lord  Brougram  was  not  satisfied  with  a 
barren  disclaimer.  He  called  for  punishment  on  the 
perpetrators  of  a  deed  so  extraordinary  and  so  cruel. 
If  ever  the  land  called  for  blood  it  was  now. 

On  Friday,  June  22,  the  Marquis  of  Clanricah.de 
inquired  whether  the  Baltic  fleet  had  been  provided 
with  the  Apparatus  necessary  to  attack  Maritime  For- 
tresses in  the  manner  recommended  last  year  to  the 
admiralty  and  the  board  of  ordnance  by  Colonel 
Bethune. — Lord  Panmure  said  the  suggestion  of  Colonel 
Bethune  was  one  of  those  innumerable  propositions 
which  were  made  to  all  governments  in  a  time  of  war, 
when  any  gentleman  who  pleased,  and  there  were  many 
who  pleased,  might  suggest  means  for  destroying  the 
enemy.  It  was  made  to  the  admiralty  in  July  last, 
and  was  referred  to  Sir  Charles  Napier,  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  Baltic  fleet,  who,  after  studying  it  carefully, 
said  it  might  do  all  very  well,  "but  we  would  require 
the  gentleman  himself  to  '  bell  the  cat '  " — The  Marquis 
of  Clanricarde  replied  that  Colonel  Bethune  had 
offered  to  "  bell  the  cat "  if  he  were  permitted. 


House  of  Commons. — On  Monday,  June  -A,  the  ad- 
journed debate  on  the  Prosecution  of  the  War  was 
resumed.  Sir  Francis  Baring's  resolution  stood  no 
longer  as  an  amendment  on  Mr.  Disraeli's  motion,  but 
as  the  substantive  motion,  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowe's 
amendment.  Mr.  Milner  Gibson  reviewed  the  pro- 
gress of  the  last  debate,  and  concurred  in  the  opinion 
then  expressed  by  Sir  James  Graham,  that  the  views 
of  Mr.  Disraeli  were  more  rational  and  more  likely  to 
lead  to  an  early  and  honourable  peace  than  those  ex- 
pressed by  government.  The  question  now  before  the 
house  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lowe,  to  which  he  must 
say  "  No."  He  had  himself  brought  forward  a  proposi- 
tion the  converse  of  this,  and  as  he  had  been  charged 
with  postponing  it  in  consequence  of  an  intrigue,  he 
would  now  state  that  the  responsibility  of  its  postpone- 
ment rested  entirely  on  himself.  He  denied  that  the 
doctrines  of  the  peace  party  had  any  influence  in  in- 
ducing the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  go  to  war,  and  he 
assigned  the  articles  that  appeared  in  the  leading  jour- 
nals as  a  much  more  probable  cause  of  war.  That  war 
he  understood  to  be  undertaken  for  the  defence  of 
Turkey,  and  for  that  alone  ;  but  ghastly  phantoms  were 
ever  and  anon  conjured  up  as  to  the  colossal  power  and 
the  aggresive  tendencies  of  Russia.  The  members  of 
the  government,  it  was  plain,  did  not  themselves  believe 
in  these  phantoms,  for  in  despatches  recently  laid  before 
the  house  those  ministers  were  lavish  in  their  praise  of 
the  moderation  and  integrity  of  the  Russian  Emperor. 
The  limitation  of  the  Russian  fleet  was  puerile,  but  to 
insist  upon  it,  and  to  make  a  question  so  narrow  the 
cause  of  a  great  war,  was  unheard  of  in  the  history  of 
this  country.  Hethoughtthe  Russian  proposal  was  better 
for  Turkey  than  ours,  for  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was 
all  in  favour  of  the  interests  of  Europe  that  the  stiaits 
should  be  open  to  ships  of  war  of  all  nations.  Why 
should  they  not  make  the  Black  Sea  as  open  to  all 
nations  as  the  Baltic  ?  But  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose 
the  only  danger  to  Turkey  arose  from  Russia ;  the  time 
had  been  when  her  independence  and  integrity  were 
threatened  from  the  west.  It  was  not  the  first  time 
Russia  had  interfered  to  protect  Turkey  from  invasions 
secretly  directed  by  a  western  power.     He  thought  it 


would  be  far  better  that  they  should  allow  matters  to 
rest  where  they  now  were — existing  aggression  having 
been  repelled,  and  we  retaining  the  right  to  repel  all 
aggression  in  future.  As  the  conferences  were  now 
closed,  and  we  were  entering  upon  a  new  war  of  aggres- 
sion, he  asked  the  government  to  give  some  explicit 
declaration  of  the  object  for  which  the  war  was  to  be 
carried  on.  It  could  not  be  for  glory — it  could  not  be 
from  fear  of  disgrace  ;  he  called  upon  the  house  then  to 
pause  well  and  consider  before  they  committed  them- 
selves to  a  war  for  indefinite  objects. — Sir  W.  Moles- 
worth  said  the  question  now  before  the  house  was, 
whether  we  ought  or  ought  not  to  have  made  peace 
upon  the  Russian  proposals.  He  denied  that  the  ob- 
jects of  the  war  had  yet  been  gained.  In  order  to  avoid 
war,  the  allies  had  lowered  their  demands  on  Russia  to 
the  lowest  possible  point;  as  that  object  had  not  been 
gained,  but  they  were  compelled  to  draw  the  sword, 
they  were  entitled  to  increase  their  demands.  That 
right  had  repeatedly  been  asserted  by  Lord  Aberdeen's 
government.  The  objects  of  the  war,  as  he  understood 
them,  were  to  prevent  the  dangerous  aggrandisement  of 
Russia  at  the  expense  of  Turkey,  and  to  maintain  the 
international  law  of  Europe,  by  punishing  Russia  for  her 
violation  of  it  in  the  unjust  invasion  of  the  Danubian 
principalities.  These  objects  were  not  to  be  attained 
by  the  Russian  terms,  which  would  require  the  allies  to 
keep  up  a  constant  war  establishment  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Mr.  Gladstone  told  them  the  other  night  they 
had  got  three-and-a-half  out  of  the  four  points,  and  asked 
what  they  were  now  quarrelling  about  ?  He  would 
reply  that  they  were  quarrelling  about  that  very  thing 
without  which  all  the  rest  were  valueless — the  destruction 
of  Russian  preponderance  in  the  Black  Sea.  He  agreed 
with  him  in  defending  the  Crimean  expedition.  But 
he  never  concealed  from  himself  that  that  expedition 
committed  them  irretrievably  to  a  contest  with  Russia, 
from  which  there  was  no  middle  course  between  an  in- 
glorious retreat  and  the  destruction  of  Sebastopol.  Her 
late  concessions  were  only  the  effects  of  fear,  and  in- 
tended to  create  a  Russian  party  in  that  house.  His 
own  impression  was  that  peace  on  the  terms  suggested 
by  Mr.  Gibson  would  be  a  confession  of  defeat  on  the 
part  of  the  allies,  and  would  immeasurably  euhance  the 
reputation  of  Russia.  It  would  endanger  the  alliance, 
and  would  be  a  heavy  blow  to  the  interests  of  western 
civilisation.  Such  a  recreant  peace  would  make  every 
Englishman  blush,  and  would  cause  every  colonist  to 
be  ashamed  of  the  pusillanimity  of  the  mother-country. 
— Mr.  J.  M'Gregor  insisted  that  no  peace  should  be 
concluded  till  Sebastopol  was  destroyed  and  till  Russia 
made  full  indemnity  to  the  allies  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war.- — Lord  Dungarvan  made  his  maiden  speech  in 
support  of  a  war  policy. — Lord  Elcho  was  anxious  to 
mark  his  dissent  from  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  a  speech  which  he  deeply  re- 
gretted, as  he  believed  the  country  would  accept  it  as 
a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  blunders  that  had 
occurred,  and  would  consider  "  lukewarm "  as  the 
reason  of  "  too  late,"  but  which  he  regretted  still  more 
because  he  believed  it  would  tend  indefinitely  to  post- 
pone the  prospects  of  peace,  which  Mr.  Gladstone 
seemed  so  anxious  to  attain.  He  maintained  there  was 
great  danger  in  Russian  power  unless  it  was  checked  in 
time ;  and  the  propositions  commended  by  Mr.  Gibson 
were  intended  not  to  ckeck  Russian  power,  but  to 
leave  it  as  it  was.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  government 
propositions,  which,  lie  believed,  contained  the  principle 
of  limiting  Russian  power.  But  for  himself  he  believed 
that  the  road  to  a  secure  peace  lay  through  Sebastopol. 
Therefore,  though  it  gave  him  the  greatest  pain  to 
separate  himself  from  his  friends  on  this  question,  yet 
he  was  prepared  to  leave  the  question  in  the  hands  of 
the  government,  believing  that  they  would  not  continue 
the  war  a  moment  longer  than  was  necessary  to  secure 
a  lasting  peace. — Sir  E.  B.  Lytton  reminded  Mr. 
Gibson  that  the  sentiment  of  honour  which  might  be 
given  up  by  an  individual  was  essential  to  the  existence 
of  a  nation.  And  he  could  not  believe  that  the  honour 
of  England  would  be  kept  unstained  if  we  were  now  to 
accept  terms  of  peace  which  Turkey  herself  would  in- 
dignantly reject.  Mr.  Gibson  and  some  others  were 
consistent,  for  they  had  always  opposed  the  war.     But 
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he  could  not  understand  how  any  members  of  the 
government  -which  commenced  the  war  should  suddenly 
assume  the  language  of  the  Peace  Society.  He  ex- 
amined at  some  length  the  propositions  of  Russia,  and 
contended  that  they  were  more  dangerous  to  Turkey 
than  was  the  state  of  things  before  the  war  began.  He 
did  not  dispute  that  the  allied  propositions  were  also  in- 
adequate, and  he  thought  all  this  proved  how  fortunate 
it  was  that  the  conferences  were  broken  off.  But,  be- 
fore coming  to  that  point,  he  would  press  upon  the 
advocates  of  the  Russian  terms  to  consider  what  they 
were  doing.  Every  speech  delivered  in  that  strain 
served  to  nerve  the  Russian  arms,  and  to  encourage 
Russian  resistance.  What  could  Russia  infer  from  these 
propositions,  supported  by  names  of  suchhigh  influence  in 
the  country,  but  that  they  foresaw  the  speedy  exhaustion 
of  English  resources,  and  the  relaxing  of  English  vigour. 
He  did  not  question  the  patriotism  of  these  gentlemen, 
but  it  did  seem  to  him  that  they  were  serving  the  cause 
of  the  enemy.  Coming  to  the  resolutions  before  the 
house,  he  could  not  properly  support  either  of  them. 
He  objected  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Lowe,  that  it  was 
not  only  [an  interference  with  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  but  that  it  was  a  needless  interference  with  the 
free  action  of  this  house.  With  regard  to  the  future 
policy  of  the  war,  he  recommended  the  government  to 
use  less  supplicating  language  to  Austria ;  to  leave  her 
alone,  and  we  'should  speedily  bring  her  to  us  on  our 
own  terms.  He  strongly  deprecated  a  war  of  nationali- 
ties, which  he  objected  to  not  because  it  would  establish 
republics,  but  because  he  was  sure  this  government 
would  be  unable  to  establish  in  liberty  the  promises  it 
wrote  in  blood.  Let  us  (said  Sir  E.  Bulwer  in  conclusion) 
adhere  rigidly  to  the  objects  for  which  we  commenced 
the  war — the  maintenance  of  the  independence  and  in- 
tegrity of  Turkey,  with  such  guarantees  as  statesmen 
might  project,  and  victory  enable  us  to  accomplish.  As 
to  the  means  by  which  those  securities  were  to  be 
obtained,  that  was  not  the  affair  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  strategy  of  the  war  must  rest  with 
the  allied  cabinets,  whose  plans  nrnst  be  executed  by 
councils  of  war.  But  though  the  end  of  the  war  should 
be  purely  protective,  it  was  impossible  that  the  means 
employed  should  be  purely  defensive.  If  we  would 
drive  Russia  into  our  terms,  we  must  cripple  her  where 
she  could  be  crippled.  It  was  true,  as  had  been  said  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  that  we  could  not  crush  the 
power  of  Russia  in  Russia.  But  when  she  pretended  to 
be  more  than  Russia,  we  could  and  must  deprive  her  of 
the  means  by  which  she  sought  to  overleap  the  tangible 
barriers  which  separated  from  Europe  a  power  which 
united  the  arts  of  Machiavelli  to  the  armies  of  France.  In 
that  sense  we  could  and  would,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven, 
crush  the  power  of  Russia  to  invade  and  destroy  Turkey. 
Mr.  Gibson  had  sought  to  alarm  them  by  dwelling 
on  the  infinite  duration  of  the  war.  But  the  war  would 
not  be  long  if  we  would  only  be  in  earnest,  and  would 
limit  ourselves  strictly  to  the  pursuit  of  its  legitimate 
objects.  In  these  days  war  was  money,  and  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  nation  to  sustain  a  long  war  with  a 
short  purse.  The  resources  of  Russia  were  now  being 
fast  exhausted.  There  was  no  country  in  which  re- 
cruiting was  so  costly,  or  in  which  it  imposed  so  severe 
a  burden  upon  the  owners  of  the  soil  by  taking  away 
their  serfs,  and  by  restricting  commercial  intercourse, 
and  thus  preventing  the  replacement  of  capital.  She 
might  dissemble  to  the  last.  But  peace  would  come 
suddenly  and  knock  loudly  for  admission  at  that  door 
which  we  had  not  closed  against  peace,  but  against  a 
felonious  counterfeit,  which  would  steal  through  dis- 
guised under  her  garments,  and  with  a  concealed  sword 
in  her  hand.  Mr.  Gladstone  had  talked  of  the  verdict 
of  history  upon  the  transactions  now  passing  around  us. 
Allow  me  (said  Sir  Edward)  to  anticipate  the  verdict 
which  history  will  [pronounce.  Allow  me  to  suppose 
that  the  time  will  come  when  some  philanthropist  will 
ask  what  service  we  in  our  generation  have  conferred 
on  the  human  race — suppose  he  were  some  one  trained 
in'the  schools  of  Oxford  or  the  institutes  of  Manchester. 
It  might  be  said  that  there  was  a  power  commanding 
an  army  as  numerous  as  the  hordes  of  Xerxes ;  em- 
bodying all  the  forces  of  barbarism,  and  lying  upon  the 
outskirts  of  civilisation  ;  left  there  to  develope  her  own 


internal  resources,  unmolested  by  any  state,  though  all 
dreaded  her  power  and  policy.  Long  pent  up  by  nature 
in  her  own  legitimate  domains,  she  ever  strove  for  an 
outlet  to  gratify  her  ambition.  She  crept  to  her  object 
by  the  dissimulating  guise  of  successive  treaties,  which 
promised  peace,  but  graduated  spoliation  by  the  oppor- 
tunities of  war.  At  length,  upon  pretexts  too  gross  to 
deceive  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  that  power  pro- 
ceeded to  break  through  the  limits  which  had  hitherto 
confined  her.  Then  I  trust,  sir,  that  the  historian  will 
say  that  in  our  generation  we,  the  united  families  of 
England  and  France,  made  ourselves  the  vanguard  of 
an  alarmed  and  shrinking  Europe,  and  did  not  sheathe 
the  sword  until  we  had  redeemed  the  pledge  which  we 
had  given  to  humanity  on  the  faith  of  two  christian 
sovereigns,  and  had  obtained  the  objects  which  justice 
and  liberty  require. — The  Lord  Advocate  concurred 
in  almost  every  sentiment  expressed  by  Sir  E.  L.  Bulwer. 
He  thought  the  peace  party  were  to  blame  for  the  origin 
of  this  war  ;  and  when  Mr.  Gibson  attributed  the  origin 
of  the  war  to  the  articles  of  the  press,  which  persuaded 
Russia  that  there  would  be  no  cordial  union  between 
England  and  France,  he  forgot  that  this  was  really  an 
admission  that  Russia  was  only  waiting  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  attack  Turkey.  He  then  at  some  length  de- 
fended the  policy  of  the  government. — The  debate  was 
adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

On  Tuesday,  June  5,  the  debate  was  resumed  by  Mr. 
Cobden,  who,  after  clearing  away  certain  preliminary 
objections  to  the  course  which  he  and  his  party  had 
taken  upon  this  question,  declared  that  they  had  dealt 
with  the  honest  interests  of  England,  and  he  maintained 
that  its  just  interests  were  in  harmony  with  the  interests 
of  the  whole  world.  He  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  speech  of  Sir  W.  Molesworth  ;  he  had  never  heard, 
he  said,  a  speech  so  utterly  at  variance  with  all  the 
previous  declarations  of  the  speaker.  He  excepted  to 
Sir  W.  Molesworth's  statement  of  the  question,  which 
really  was,  he  insisted,  whether  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  government  was  the  best  and  only  plan  that  could 
be  devised,  and  whether  the  difference  between  the  plan 
proposed  by  Russia  and  that  proposed  by  our  govern- 
ment was  such  as  to  warrant  the  recommencement  of 
the  war.  He  compared  the  two  proposals,  pointing  out 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  shortsighted  policy  which 
had  dictated  the  terms  offered  to  Russia,  and  which 
might  be  detected,  he  said,  in  the  protocols.  He  urged 
the  apparent  inconsistency  between  the  language  of 
Lord  J.  Russell  in  that  house  and  at  Vienna,  and  that 
Lord  John  had  misapprehended  the  bias  of  public 
opinion  in  Germany  with  regard  to  the  war,  to  whicli 
he  believed  it  was  adverse.  If  the  English  people  had 
the  conscription,  as  in  Prussia,  they  would  be  a  little 
more  chary  how  they  called  out  for  war.  After  the 
treaties  which  had  confined  Russia  to  her  own  terri- 
tories, why  not  have  contented  ourselves  with  sending 
our  fleet  to  the  Black  Sea,  and  refusing  to  enter  upon 
land  operations  until  the  great  powers  of  Germany  were 
willing  and  ready  to  join  us,  instead  of  taking  upon 
ourselves  to  fight  the  battle  of  civilisation  for  the  whole 
world  ?  What  were  we  now  fighting  for  ?  To  reduce, 
it  was  said,  the  preponderance  of  Russia  in  the  Black 
Sea.  But  that  preponderance  resulted  from  her  com- 
merce and  her  vast  shipments  of  produce  there,  and,  so 
long  as  these  continued,  all  the  powers  on  earth  could 
not  take  it  away.  Germany  had  been  detached  from 
us ;  what  might  be  the  consequence  if,  by  and  by,  it 
should  be  proved  that  the  war  was  opposed  to  the 
inclination  of  the  government  and  people  of  France  ? 
Afterahighly  unfavourable  review  of  the  prospects  of  the 
ensuing  campaign  in  the  Crimea,  Mr.  Cobden  contended 
that  the  war  had  been  recommenced  upon  a  point  of 
difference  almost  infinitely  minute  ;  that  the  invasion 
of  Russia  by  a  land  force  was  an  infatuation  ;  that  we 
had  attempted  too  much  ;  and,  in  obedience  to  a  cry 
out  of  doors,  had  undertaken  a  task  more  difficult  than 
any  nation  had  ventured  upon  before.  He  blamed  the 
government  for  having  played  falsely  and  treacherously, 
and  warned  them  that  there  would  be  a  heavy  reckon- 
ing for  them  hereafter. — Mr.  Collier  supported  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Lowe. — Lord  H.  Vane  looked  with 
great  apprehension  at  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and, 
if  a  favourable  occasion  offered,  he  hoped  the  govern- 
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ment  would  take  advantage  of  it,  in  order  to  conclude  a 
peace  honourable  to  us  and  not  humiliating  to  Russia. 
— Sir  S.  Northcote   said  he   was   prepared  to   vote 
against  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Lowe. — Major  Reed,  on 
the  other  hand,  would  support  that  amendment,  because 
it  would  carry  out  most  fully  what  he  believed  was  the 
desire  of  the  people — the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war.  —  Mr.  Ewart,   as   an   earnest   friend   of   peace, 
believed  the  time  had  come  for  vigorous  action,  and 
that  such  a  course  was  not  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
peace,  but,  in  existing  circumstances,  was  highly  favour- 
able to  them. — Sir  J.  Graham  said  that  he  must  appeal 
to  the  generosity  of  the  house,  since  the  opinions  he  was 
about  to  express  were  not  in  accordance  with  those  of 
the  majority.     He  had  been   of  opinion,  and  he   still 
retained  it,  that  the  war  was  just  and  necessary,  and 
the  real  question  at  issue  was,  had  the  objects  for  which 
the  war  was  undertaken  been  obtained,  or  did  the  con- 
ferences at  Vienna  afford  a  fair  ground  of  probability 
that  the  means  of  obtaining  these  objects  did  not  exist. 
He  wished  to  know  from  the  government — first,  what 
was  the   proposition    lately    made   by   Austria  which 
England  had  rejected ;  and,  secondly,  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  the  four  points  were  still  regarded  as  the  basis 
of  any  future  arrangements  with  Russia,  or  whether 
these  points  had  been  abandoned,  and  fresh  terms  were 
to  be  offered.     He   did  not  deny  that  during  a  war  it 
was  perfectly  legitimate  to  vary  the  terms  of  peace ; 
but  the  object  of  the  war  should  be  kept  steadily  in 
view,   and   should  not  vary  with  the  incidents  of  the 
war.     The  avowed,  and  he  considered,  the  sole  object 
of  this  war  was  the  maintenance  of  the  independence 
and  integrity  of  Turkey.     He  agreed  that  it  was  not 
politic  to  humble  an  adversary  by  force  of  arms,  and  he 
proceeded  to  state  what  were  the  original  demands  of 
Russia,  and  to  contrast  them  with  the  concessions  she 
was  willing  to  make  at  the  conferences,  insisting  that 
this  alteration  of  tone  had  been  gained  by  force  of  arms. 
The  test  of  the  concessions  was,  in  his  opinion,  well  laid 
down  by  Lord  J.  Russell,  when  he  said  that  in  a  treaty 
of  peace  the  honour  of  the  adversary  should  be  con- 
sulted.    Sir  James  reviewed  and  commented  upon  the 
discussions  at  the  conferences.     He  acknowledged  that 
he   was   a  party  to  the   proposition    for   limiting    the 
Russian  naval   power  in  the  Black  Sea ;    but  he  was 
bound  to  state  that  it  was  never  regarded  by  him  as  an 
ultimatum  ;  that  it  was  not  accepted  by  France  as  an 
ultimatum,  and  that  it  was  not  proposed  at  Vienna  by 
France  or  England  as  an  ultimatum  ;  and  the  result  of 
the  discussion  in  that  house  had  convinced  him  that  as 
an  ultimatum  it  was  not  tenable.     On  the  other  hand, 
he   considered  the   Russian  proposition   contained   the 
elements  of  an  adjustment.     Although  not  the  friend  of 
Russia,  he  contended  that  the  honour  of  Russia  must 
be  considered — that  she  must  not  be  pushed  to  the  wall ; 
and,   esteeming  the  restoration   of   peace  one   of   the 
greatest  blessings  that  could  be   conferred  upon   this 
country,    he    deeply   regretted    that    any   opportunity 
should  be  lost. — Lord  J.  Russell  said  the  observations 
made   during  the   debate   upon   the   negotiations,  and 
particularly  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Cobden,  rendered   it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  offer   some  explanation.     He 
accordingly  went   once    more   cursorily  over  the   pro- 
ceedings of  the  conferences,  vindicating  as  he  proceeded 
the  part  he  took  in  them  against  the  criticisms  of  Mr. 
Cobden.     With  reference  to  the  third  point,  he  main- 
tained that  the  only  mode  of  causing  the  cessation  of 
the  preponderance  of  Russia  in  the  Black  Sea  was  by 
diminishing  her  naval  force  there  ;  and  although  it  had 
been  said  that  the  plan  would  be  ineffectual,  he  was  of 
a  different  opinion,  because  he   believed  that,  if  the 
Russian  government  began  building  more  ships  in  the 
Euxine,  the   suspicions  of  Europe   would   be   roused. 
With  respect  to  the  very  serious  question — namely,  if 
we  were  forced  to  continue  the  war  by  finding  the  only 
terms  that  would  provide  a  security  for  the  Turkish1 
empire  refused,  what  was  now  the   object  of  the  war  ? 
His  answer  to  this  question  must  be  a  general  one,  that 
the   object  still  was   the   security   of   Turkey   against 
Russia,  and  to  obtain  some  material  guarantee  for  the 
peace  of  Europe  against  the  aggression  of  that  power. 
The   particular   mode    must    depend,   as  it  had   been 
already  said,  upon  the  events  of  the  war.     It  would  be 


presumptuous  to  point  out  now  what  other  terms  of 
peace  we,  in  conjunction  with  our  allies,  should  think 
it  necessary  to  demand  ;  but  this  object  had  been 
secured  even  by  the  abortive  negotiations  —  namely, 
that  Turkey  would  be  considered  one  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  forming  part  of  the  system  of  the  balance  of 
power,  and  that  her  independence  and  integrity  would 
be'recognised. — The  debate  was  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

On  Wednesday,  June  6,  the  debate  on  Mr.  Spooner's 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  Repeal  the  Maynooth 
Grant,  which  stood  adjourned  from  May  1,  was  resumed 
by  Mr.  Serjeant  O'Brien,  who  opposed  the  measure, 
contending  that  the  Maynooth  endowment  had  been 
granted  by  Sir  R.  Peel  after  deliberate  discussion  as  an 
act  of  justice,  and  for  purposes  that  were  satisfactorily 
fulfilled. — Mr.  Whiteside  examined  at  great  length 
the  educational  system  practised  in  Maynooth,  as  it  was 
exhibited  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  by 
other  authorities.  That  system  he  pronounced  to  be 
vicious  in  itself  and  un-English  in  the  principles  which 
it  inculcated  among  the  students. — The  Solicitor- 
General  for  Ireland  controverted  many  of  the  state- 
ments hazarded  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  especially  such  as 
related  to  the  predominance  of  priestly  influence,  and 
the  alleged  monopoly  of  public  offices  in  Ireland  by  the 
Roman  Catholics. — Mr.  T.  Chambers  traced  many  of 
the  evils  and  disorders  that  had  arisen  of  late  years  in 
Ireland  to  the  existence  of  Maynooth. — The  debate  was 
again  postponed  to  the  27th  inst. 

On  Thursday,  June  7,  the  adjourned  debate  on  the 
subject  of  the  War  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Roebuck,  who 
stated  the  reasons   why   he   considered  that  the   war 
should  be  proceeded  with  vigorously,  so  as  to  obtain  an 
honourable   peace.     He   adverted   to   the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  Sir  J.  Graham,  observing  that  he  was  curious 
to  know  what  had  occurred  between  the  time  of  that 
right  hon.  baronet's  leaving  office,  up  to  which  he  had 
advocated  war,  and  the  time  when  he  had  become  an 
advocate  of  peace.     When  an  appeal  was  made  to  this 
country  last  year  on  the  ground  that  the  independence 
of  Europe  was  threatened  by  Russia,  by  whom  was  that 
appeal  more  heartily  made  than  by  Sir  J.    Graham  ? 
"  We  all  recollect,"  said  Mr.  Roebuck,  "  when  the  war- 
trumpet  was  sounded,   how  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
blew   into   it.     We   all   recollect   the   speeches   at    the 
Reform  Club,  and  at  the  Mansion-house.     It  was  said 
then  that  the  war  which  we  were  about  to  wage  was  to 
be   a  war   of  freedom   against  slavery,  of  civilisation 
against  barbarism,  of  constitutional  government  against 
despotism.     It  was  said  that  the  attempt  of  Russia  to 
enslave  Turkey  was   her   first  step  towards  enslaving 
Europe,  that  she  was  not  intent  simply  upon  swallowing 
up  Turkey,  but  that  her  design  was,  by  placing  herself 
in  Constantinople,  and  assuming  to  herself  the  rights  of 
the  Turkish  empire,  to  obtain  a  dominion  over  Europe. 
It  was  not  merely  that  an  insolent  embassy  had  been 
sent  to  Constantinople,   that  Russia   had   crossed   the 
boundaries  of  the  Turkish  empire,  that  we  were  told 
that  there  was  a  standing  threat  against  Europe,  and 
that  it  was  necessary,  for   the  safety  of  Europe,  that 
Russia  should  be  crippled   and  her   power   of  offence 
taken  away.     It  was  not  Turkey  simply  that  we  were 
called  on  to  protect,  but  Europe,  civilisation,  and  the 
liberties   of  mankind.      Well,   we   went  to   war,   and 
disasters  followed."     Mr.  Roebuck  then  recapitulated 
the  circumstances  attendant  on  the  fall  of  Lord  Aberdeen's 
government,  and  said  that  Sir  J.  Graham  remained  in 
the  government  constructed  by  Lord  Palmerston  until 
the  discussion  arose  respecting  the  appointment  of  the 
Sebastopol  committee,  when  he  retired.     "  These  cir- 
cumstances," said  Mr.  Roebuck,  "  I  point  out  because 
they    are    the    most    significant  circumstances    which 
occurred  between  the  time  when  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man advocated  the  war  and  the  time  when  he  advocates 
peace  ;  and  I  ask  him,  and  I  ask  the  house,  what  has 
happened  since  to  make  him  a  peace  advocate  ?     It  was 
quite  clear,  when  he  joined  Lord  Palmerston's  govern- 
ment, that  this  committee  of  inquiry  would  go  on ;  it 
was  as  certain  that  motions  would  be  made  in  this  house 
involving  the  consideration  of  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  being  a  prominent  member  of 
Lord  Aberdeen's  government,  we  have  a  right  to  con- 
sider that  everything  done  and  said  by  that  government 
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was  done  and  said  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself. 
When  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea  was  propounded  by 
the  government — for  it  was  propounded  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  not  by  the  generals — the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
wrote  a  despatch  to  Lord  Raglan,  in  which  he  said  that 
there  could  be  no  peace  for  Europe  until  Sebastopol  was 
taken  and  destroyed.  That  was  the  statement  made  by 
the  government,  and  for  that  statement  I  hold  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  responsible.  When  the  conferences  at 
Vienna  ended — I  don't  mean  the  day  before  yesterday 
— but  when  they  ended  in  reality,  before  that  sham 
scene  was  enacted  in  this  house,  had  Sebastopol  then 
fallen  ?  I  will  allow  that  the  Russian  fleet  had  been 
destroyed,  hut  suppose  that  at  that  moment  we  had 
made  peace,— I  ask  this  house,  and  I  ask  every  thinking 
man,  what  would  have  been  the  result  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding ?  Would  it  not  have  been  the  universal  opinion 
in  the  East  that  England  and  France  had  been  con- 
quered :  would  it  not  have  been  the  general  opinion 
there  that  the  fleets  and  armies  of  France  and  England 
had  retired  with  disgrace  and  discredit :  would  it  not 
have  been  plain  to  the  smallest  tribe  in  the  East  that 
w«  had  left  the  Crimea  because  we  could  not  take 
Sebastopol,  and  because  we  could  not  obtain  the  objects 
for  which  the  war  was  entered  into  ?  Yet  this  is  the 
conduct  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  asks  us  to 
pursue.  Suppose  we  had  made  peace,  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  have  had  us,  would  Europe  have  been 
safe — would  the  Turkish  empire  have  been  safe  ?  True 
it  is  that  the  Russian  army  had  retired  beyond  the 
Pruth — that  it  had  evacuated  the  Principalities — but 
what  security  have  we  that  in  two  years  afterwards  she 
would  not  have  been  across  the  Danube  again  ?  What 
does  the  house  think  of  the  political  morality  which 
would  recommend  us  to  undertake  a  war  to  obtain  such 
paltry  ends  as  those  with  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
is  satisfied  ?  The  right  hon  gentleman  is  one  of  those 
who  cannot  plead  unwariness  in  the  resolutions  he 
takes.  What  he  does  he  does  with  great  deliberation. 
I  don't  say  that  he  always  acts  prudently  ;  but  that,  if 
he  acts  imprudently,  it  is  with  his  eyes  open.  It  was 
with  his  eyes  thus  open  that  he  undertook  this  war  ; 
and  for  what  did  he  induce  the  people  of  England  to 
leave  their  peaceful  avocations,  and  sacrifice  their  blood 
and  treasure  ?  Was  it  simply  that  the  Russian  should 
retire  beyond  the  Pruth,  keeping  all  his  armies  and  his 
power  intact  and  as  great  as  ever,  and  with  the  reputation 
of  England  and  France  reduced  ?  That  is  all  we  would 
have  obtained  by  following  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
advice.  We  should,  indeed,  have  had  a  peace,  but  a 
dishonourable  peace,  and  our  power  would  have  been 
weaker  than  when  we  entered  into  the  war."  Mr. 
Roebuck  then  adverted  to  Lord  J.  Russell's  language  at 
the  Vienna  conferences,  and  said,  "  A  minister  of 
England  really  understanding  the  position  of  his  country 
and  the  part  that  Austria  was  playing,  would  have 
whispered  in  the  ear  of  the  latter  power  talismanic 
words  which,  when  I  name  them,  I  know  will  rouse  the 
voice  of  members  of  this  house  against  me.  But  I  am 
as  sure  as  I  am  of  my  own  existence  that  the  time  will 
come  when  the  three  words  which  I  would  have  men- 
tioned to  Austria  shall  be  the  watchwords  of  freedom 
and  the  forerunners  of  good  government  in  Europe. 
The  words  I  mean  are  '  Poland,  Hungary,  Italy.'  It 
may  be  said  that  I  am  now  arousing  nationalities.  Sir, 
I  take  the  part  of  nationalities  against  despots  always  ; 
and  I  believe  that  Austria,  if  these  words  had  been 
whispered  in  her  ear,  would  have  understood  her 
position,  and  would  not  have  played  fast  and  loose  as 
she  has  done  with  the  people  of  this  country  and  of 
France,  but  would  have  trembled  before  the  spirit  that 
would  have  been  conjured  up  before  her  at  the  sound  of 
those  names.  I  know  what  I  incur  by  the  statement  I 
now  make,  but  although,  feeble  as  I  am,  I  cannot 
maintain  as  I  would  wish  the  belief  that  I  put  forth,  yet 
I  am  strong  in  the  conviction  that  these  three  words  are 
talismans  to  Europe."  Mr.  Roebuck  concluded  by 
expressing  the  hope  that  "  as  we  entered  into  this  war, 
so  we  shall  continue  it — that  we  shall  be  firm,  bold, 
straightforward — that  what  we  gain  we  shall  in  no  self- 
denying  spirit  unwarily  give  up — that  in  the  cause  of 
civilisation  against  barbarism,  of  Europe  against  Russia, 
what  we  acquire  honestly  by  our  arms  we  shall  maintain 


firmly  by  the  same  means — that,  our  object  being  to 
cripple  Russia,  what  we  take  we  shall  keep.  These  are 
significant  phrases,  and  I  mean  them  to  be  such.  To 
cripple  Russia  we  are  not  to  consider  her  honour,  but 
we  are  to  consider  mankind  as  our  allies  in  the  struggle, 
and  that  in  crippling  Russia  we  are  fighting  the  battle 
of  mankind,  and  benefiting  the  whole  human  race." — 
Mr.  S.  Herbert  defended  the  course  adopted  by  the 
ex-ministers,  and  urged  that  they  had  supported  and 
aided  in  carrying  on  hostilities  under  the  belief  that  the 
war  was  strictly  defensive,  and  were  justified  in  opposing 
it  now  that  its  character  was  changed.  After  adverting 
to  the  confusion  of  ideas  and  conflict  of  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  the  war,  he  argued  that  the  objects  for  which 
we  first  engaged  in  the  conflict  were  sufficiently  attained, 
and  commented  upon  the  absurdity  of  prolonging  the 
struggle  merely  for  the  purpose  of  humbling  a  power 
whom  we  were  still  inviting  to  become  once  more  our 
friend.  Contending  that  the  successes  obtained  against 
Russia  had  been  undervalued,  while  our  own  disasters 
were  exaggerated,  Mr.  Herbert  remarked  that  if  now 
some  splendid  triumph  were  achieved  in  the  field,  the 
country,  in  the  fulness  of  its  satisfaction,  would  accept  a 
peace  without  examining  the  conditions  too  closely. 
He  referred  to  incidents  in  the  campaign  of  last  year, 
and  read  extracts  from  despatches  to  prove  that  he  had 
not  been  idle  or  indifferent  while  in  office,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  analyse  the  propositions  presented  at  the 
Vienna  conferences,  with  the  view  of  showing  that  they 
contained  the  elements  of  a  safe  and  honourable  peace. 
— Mr.  Drummond  confessed  to  a  change  of  opinion,  but 
in  a  reverse  direction  to  that  experienced  by  the  late 
secretary  at  war.  Having  begun  by  deprecating  war, 
he  now  felt  convinced  that  we  must  continue  to  prosecute 
it.  Proceeding  to  criticise  the  conduct  of  ministers,  the 
professed  objects  of  the  war,  and  the  opinions  propounded 
by  different  members,  he  found  proof  of  incompetence, 
futility,  and  inability  on  all  sides.  Whatever  might  be 
the  fortunes  of  the  conflict  in  detail,  he  believed  that 
the  inevitable  result  of  the  war  would  be  to  destroy 
Mahometanism,  and  to  leave  the  French  masters  of 
Constantinople. — Mr.  Bright  complained  that,  under 
the  secret  system  of  diplomacy,  the  house  was  debarred 
from  the  discussion  of  many  important  questions  until 
events  had  been  decided,  and  the  time  for  useful  inter- 
ference gone  by.  This  he  observed  had  been  the  case 
last  year,  and  at  present.  They  were  not  allowed  to 
discuss  the  war  until  it  was  proclaimed,  or  the  con- 
ferences until  they  were  concluded.  Peace,  he  argued, 
should  be  advocated  by  those  who  believed  that  the 
objects  of  the  war  had  been  attained,  as  well  as  those 
who  considered  them  not  worth  attainment  at  the  cost 
of  bloodshed.  Examining  the  ostensible  purpose  of  the 
war,  as  explained  in  the  speeches  of  ministers,  the  hon. 
member  contended  that  nothing  definite  could  be  elicited. 
We  did  not  fight  for  nationalities,  nor  for  conquest,  nor 
for  any  serious  destruction  of  the  Russian  power.  The 
only  practical  object  presented  to  us  was  the  security  of 
Turkey,  and  this  it  was  confessed  by  the  government 
themselves  could  not  be  absolutely,  but  only  conditionally 
obtained.  He  then  argued,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative, the  question  whether  the  basis  on  which  Russia 
proposed  to  settle  the  "third  point"  offered  the  means 
of  such  conditional  security.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
demand  of  a  limitation  of  the  Russian  armaments  in  the 
Euxine  was  humiliating  to  Russia  and  ineligible  as  a 
principle  of  pacification.  Even  if  the  propositions  of  the 
allies  were  somewhat  preferable  to  those  of  Russia,  was 
the  difference,  he  asked,  worth  the  sacrifices  and  the 
bloodshed  consequent  upon  a  continuance  of  the  war  ? 
On  all  accounts  he  denied  that  the  government  were 
justified  in  breaking  off'  the  conferences  upon  such  con- 
siderations, and  declared  that  they  had  proved  themselves 
guilty  of  rash  and  inexcusable  recklessness.  Mr.  Bright 
afterwards  enlarged  upon  the  serious  consequences  which 
war  was  entailing  on  the  country  in  the  exhaustion  of  its 
resources,  and  the  enhancement  debt  and  taxation.  At 
present  we  were  spending  75  millions  a  year  more  than 
sufficed  to  carry  on  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
our  nearest  rival  in  commercial  competition.  If  the  war 
lasted  six  years,  as  anticipated  by  Sir  W.  Molesworth, 
we  should  have  a  burden  of  450  millions  to  embarrass 
us  in  the  race.     Declaring  that  he  had  no  confidence  in 
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the  administration  generally,  he  referred  to  the  speeches 
and  conduct  of  the  principal  members  of  the  cabinet  in 
succession  to  show  that  they  did  not  deserve  his  confidence 
individually. — The  debate  was  again  adjourned  till  next 
evening. 

On  Friday,  June  S,  the  adjourned  debate  was  resumed 
and  concluded. — The  Hon.  F.  Scott  censured  the  govern- 
ment for  their  reticence,  and  declared  his  belief  that 
the  house  ought  to  have  interfered  at  an  earlier  period 
to  inspire   or  to  control  the   administration.  —  Sir  F. 
Baring  explained  the  motives  which  had  led  him  to 
frame  the  amendment  which  was  now  under  discussion. 
In  it  he  had  abstained  from  giving  expression  to  any 
opinion   concerning  the   conduct  of    the   government, 
believing  that  the  time  for  judgment  on  that  question 
was  not  come.     Circumstances   had,  however,  changed 
since  his  proposition  was  drawn  up,  and  he  was,  there- 
fore, perfectly  willing  to  alter  its  terms,  or  withdraw  it 
altogether,   if   any  substitute   should  be   proposed  by 
which  the  great  issue  at  stake — namely,  the  prosecution 
of  the  war — could  be  definitively  presented  for  discussion 
and]  decision.  —  The  Attorney  -  General  supported 
his  government.  —  Mr.    Cardwell    objected  to    Mr. 
Lowe's  amendment,  and  gave  his  ready  assent  to  that 
of    Sir  Francis  Baring.      Deprecating    "  inflammatory 
periods,"  and  urging  the  house  to  guard  only  against 
real   dangers  which  the   conduct   of  our   enemies   has 
made  manifest,  he  advised  every  Englishman  to  give 
his  cordial  support  to  the  sovereign  and  her  ministers, 
be  they  who  they  may,  for  the  effectual  prosecution  of 
the  war. — Mr.  Walpole,  regretting  that  negotiations 
had  been  broken  off  in  a  hasty  moment,  and  snowing  a 
leaning  to   the   Russian    proposals,   impressed   on   the 
government  the  necessity  of  stating  the  objects  of  the 
war.     The  uncertain  and  ambiguous   conduct   of  the 
government  had  given  rise  to  the  most  extravagant  ex- 
pectations.    But  if  they  would  submit  to  parliament  a 
plain  intelligible  and  definite  object,  he  would  support 
them  therein.     For  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  govern- 
ment, that  the  war  was  just  and  necessary;  so  just  that 
they  ought  not  to  have  avoided  it  if  they  could,  and  so 
necessary  that  they  could  not  have  avoided  it  even  if  they 
would. — After  Mr.  Horsman  had  defended  the  course 
of  the  government,  Mr.  Disraeli  made  a  long  speech. 
He  revived  the  accusation  of  ambiguous  language  and 
uncertain  conduct  ;    proposed    to    settle    the    Eastern 
question  by  converting  the  Principalities  into  a  neutral 
state  ;    argued  that   Turkey  was  threatened  with  the 
least  danger  from  the  Black  Sea;    complained  of  the 
way  in  which  the  government  had  treated  the  house  ; 
and  promised  that  neither  himself  nor  his  friends  would 
vote  for  Sir  Francis  Baring's  amendment. — Lord  Pal- 
merston  closed  the  debate.     He  showed  the  position  in 
which  the  several  opponents  of  the  government  stood, 
and  the  weakness  of  the  course  which  each  one  pro- 
posed ;     and   made   a  direct  appeal   to   the    common 
patriotic  feeling  of  members  in  support  of  the  crown 
and  government,  to  carry  through  a  stvuggle  necessary  for 
the  interest  and  honour  of  the  country.     He  reminded 
the  house,  that  the  peace-at-all-price  men  were  the  only 
members  who  had  introduced   bitterness   and   passion 
into  an  important  and  gravely-conducted  debate.     He 
showed  how  useless  the  first  of  the  Russian  propositions 
would  be,  and  how  Turkey  already  possesses  the  privi- 
leges which  the  second  pretended  to  concede.     He  said 
that  Sir  Francis  Baring  having  framed  upon  the  basis 
of  Mr.  Disraeli's  decapitated  resolution  almost  exactly 
such  a  one  as  government  would  have  taken  the  initiative 
in  proposing,  he  foresaw  that  a  large  majority  would 
rally  to  vote  for  that  resolution,  as  a  means  of  enabling 
the   government   to   give   effect  to   the  wishes   of  the 
parliament  and  the  country  in  carrying  out  the  object 
of  the  war.     That  object,  he  said,  was  to  prevent  "  the 
partition  of  Turkey"  by  a  gigantic  power,  which  would 
stride  like  a  colossus  from  thel  Baltic  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  and  in  so  doing,  not  only  to  protect  the  Sultan, 
but  that  very  trade  of  Manchester  and  our  manufac- 
turing  districts   which   Russia    prohibits   and   Turkey 
enlarges.     "  I  trust  (said  Lord  Palmerston  in  conclusion) 
that  party  feeling  will  for  one  night  be  set  aside  ;  that, 
as  it  is  no  longer  a  conflict  of  party — the  vote  a  fortnight 
ago  having  silenced  that  question — we  shall,  at  least  for 
one  night  and  upon  one  occasion,  be  unanimous  in  our 


assurances  to  the  crown  that  we  are  determined,  as  the 
true  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  great  country,  to 
give  to  her  Majesty  the  best  support  we  can  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  to  the  attainment  of  a  safe  and  honour- 
able peace."  —  Mr.  Lowe's  amendment  was  put,  and 
negatived  without  a  division. — When  the  amendment  of 
Sir  Francis  Baring  was  put,  Mr.  Lowe  said  that  he 
should  not  vote.  —  Mr.  Walpole  said,  although  the 
motion  was  unnecessary,  yet,  thinking  that  they  ought  to 
be  unanimous,  he  should  support  it.  —  Mr.  Gladstone 
agreed  with  every  word  of  the  resolution,  while  he 
thought  it  was  beneath  the  occasion :  but  it  was  a 
choice  of  evils — the  house  should  be  unanimous  on  a 
question  of  war. — Sir  Francis  Baring's  resolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

On  Monday,  June  11,  the  debate  on  the  second 
reading  of  Sir  John  Pakington's  Education  Bill,  ad- 
journed from  the  2nd  of  May,  was  resumed. — Mr. 
Adderley  replied  to  Mr.  Henley  ;  and  supported  Sir 
John  Pakington's  bill,  except  as  regarded  the  clauses 
providing  for  new  schools.  Mr.  Henley  called  the  pre- 
sent system  a  voluntary  self-supporting  system  ;  but  if 
it  is  so,  what  need  is  there  for  the  annual  vote  of 
300,00(M.  from  the  state,  and  another  300,00(M  in  forced 
loans  obtained  by  the  begging  exertions  of  the  clergy  ? 
The  fact  is,  that  the  present  plan  is  a  system  of  private 
patronage  aided  by  government  patronage.  Public 
rating,  it  is  said,  would  pauperise  the  old  system  :  but 
rates  are  raised  for  parks,  museums,  and  the  lighting  of 
streets  and  highways  with  gas,  and  none  of  these  public 
works  bear  the  stamp  of  pauperism  ;  why,  then,  a  rate 
for  education  ?  The  present  system  does  not  provide 
education  for  the  children  of  the  poor,  and  is  not 
adapted  to  its  object,  that  of  supplying  industrial  in- 
struction; to  an  industrial  population.  Hence  the 
children  of  the  labouring  classes  do  not  generally  attend 
the  schools.  But  if  the  education  given  fitted  them  for 
their  future  life,  as  it  does  in  the  Cornish  schools,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  willing  attend- 
ance of  pupils.  Rejecting  Mr.  Gibson's  bill  altosether, 
Mr.  Adderley  held  that  the  bills  of  Lord  John  Russell 
and  Sir  John  Pakington  contained  the  elements  of  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  the  question,  which  a  select 
committee  might  work  out. — Sir  John  Pakington  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Henley's  speech.  He  showed  that  with 
regard  to  the  proportion  of  children  at  school  in  this  and 
other  countries,  while  he  had  quoted  official  documents 
supplied  to  him  by  the  ministers  of  Austria,  Holland, 
and  Denmark,  Mr.  Henley  had  quoted  "  from  a  book  in 
the  library  of  the  house  ;  "  that  especially  in  comparing 
the  number  of  children  at  school  in  England  and  in 
Austria,  Mr.  Henley  had  set  the  Austrian  returns  of  1846 
against  our  census  returns  of  1851, — whereas,  if  he  had 
compared  the  returns  of  the  two  countries  in  the  same 
year,  he  would  have  seen  that  there  were  only  684,000 
children  not  in  school  in  Austria,  where  there  were 
1,000,000  in  England.  Sir  John  had  said,  that  in  eight 
metropolitan  parishes,  out  of  110,449  children,  47,532 
were  not  at  school  at  all ;  but  Mr.  Henley  took  no  notice 
of  this  statement.  Sir  James  Kay  Shuttleworth  and 
Mr.  Ruddock  protested  against  the  construction  placed 
on  their  opinions  by  Mr.  Henley.  To  show  he  was  cor- 
rect in  stating  that  vast  deficiencies  of  education  really 
exist,  Sir  John  quoted  the  Reverend  Mr.  Mitchell,  an 
inspector  of  schools,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Clay  of  Preston, 
the  chaplain  of  Sussex  gaol,  and  several  other  authorities. 
In  defending  his  rating  proposition  and  vindicating  its 
necessity,  he  quoted  official  documents  making  out 
that  schools  are  shut  up  for  want  of  funds,  and  that  the 
burden  of  the  expense  in  many  cases  falls  heavily  on 
the  clergyman.  But,  it  was  said,  the  bill  does  not  touch 
the  real  defect  of  the  present  system,  the  non-attendance 
of  the  children.  The  answer  is  that  fuller  attendance 
can  only  be  obtained  by  improving  the  quality  of  the 
instruction  ;  the  cause  of  non-attendance  is  the  general 
badness  of  the  schools  ;  and  as  the  bill  does  provide  for 
improved  schools,  indirectly  it  provides  for  better 
attendance.  Touching  on  some  other  points  in  the 
same  manner, — as  the  religious  question,  and  local 
boards  for  the  regulation  of  expense, — Sir  John  said  he 
trusted  that  the  present  constitution  of  the  committee 
of  council  would  be  changed,  and  that  it  would  be  con- 
verted into  a  recognised  department  of  the  state,  repre. 
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sented  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  a  minister  able  to 
give  authoritative  answers  to  questions  put  to  him  upon 
a  subject  of  education.  "The  question  (Sir  John 
said  in  conclusion)  involves  not  mere  considerations 
of  a  social  or  religious  character,  but  it  involves  a 
great  political  question ;  for,  at  a  time  when  it  is 
expected  that  at  no  distant  period  there  will  be  an  ex- 
tension of  the  franchise,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  fit  those  persons  who  will  be  called  on  to  exercise  the 
suffrage,  to  perform  the  duties  they  will  be  called  upon 
to  discharge." — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ewart  the  debate 
was  again  adjourned. 

On  Tuesday,  June  12,  Mr.  Beown  brought  forward 
a  series  of  resolutions  in  favour  of  a  Decimal  Coinage. 
He  recommended  the  issue  in  addition  to  the  present 
florin,  of  a  silver  coin  representing  the  hundredth  part 
of  a  pound,  to  be  called  a  cent,  and  a  copper  coin  repre- 
senting the  thousandth  part  of  a  pound,  to  be  called  a 
mil. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  opposed 
the  resolutions.  He  objected  to  the  issue  of  the  cent  as 
a  silver  coin,  because  it  would  be  too  small,  and  as  a 
copper  coin,  because  it  would  be  too  large.  There  was 
also  an  objection  to  the  mil  as  a  coin  too  small  for 
ordinary  use.  In  addition  to  this,  there  was  the  diffi- 
culty of  adjusting  the  existing  taxation  to  the  proposed 
change.  He  believed  if  this  measure  were  adopted,  the 
coins  might  be  struck  at  the  Mint,  but  they  would  never 
pass  into  general  circulation.  He  believed,  however, 
that  Mr.  Brown  only  wanted  to  have  this  queslion 
discussed  without  committing  himself  to  details,  and  for 
his  part  he  promised  to  give  the  matter  every  attention, 
but  he  could  not  agree  to  bind  the  house  or  the  govern- 
ment at  present  by  a  solemn  vote  on  this  question. 
— Mr.  Brown  intimated  that  he  wouid  omit  that 
part  of  his  resolution  which  related  to  the  new 
coins,  and  only  express  an  opinion  that  the  decimal 
system  as  initiated  by  the  issue  of  the  florin  had 
been  eminently  successful  and  satisfactory.  —  Mr. 
Headlam  contended  that  a  resolution  so  limited  was 
valueless. — Lord  Palmerston  also  hoped  Mr.  Brown 
would  withdraw  his  resolutions  altogether.  If  he  did 
not,  he  must  oppose  him. — The  house  divided  on  the 
resolution  as  limited  by  Mr.  Brown,  when  the  resolution 
was  carried  against  the  government  by  a  majority  of 
135  to  56. 

On  Wednesday,  June  13,  on  the  motion  for  going 
into  Committee  on  Lord  R.  Grosvenor's  Sunday  Trading 
Bill :  Mr.  Massey  moved  to°"postpone  the  committee 
till  that  day  three  months.  The  bill,  he  said,  would 
have  a  mischievous  effect  in  aggravating  the  evil  it 
attempts  to  put  down.  Such  was  the  opinion  of  Sir 
Richard  Mayne.  The  working  classes  are  unable  to 
make  purchases  until  Sunday  morning :  if  they  were 
paid  on  Friday,  it  would  lead  to  dissipation  and  idle- 
ness. He  characterised  the  bill  as  a  one-sided  measure, 
since  it  would  not  affect  the  pleasures  of  the  rich,  and 
anomalous,  since.it  was  not  extended  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. A  long  and  rather  sharp  debate  ensued  ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Ker  Seymour,  Sir 
George  Grey,  and  Mr.  Barrow  supported  the  motion  ; 
while  Mr.  \V.  J.  Fox,  Mr.  Thomas  Duneombe,  Mr. 
Drummond,  Mr.  Maguire,  Sir  Joshua  Walmsley,  Mr. 
Bentinck,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  stoutly  opposed  it. — On 
a  division,  the  House  decided  to  go  into  committee,  by 
158  to  51.  But  the  opposition  was  renewed  on  the  first 
clause ;  and  before  the  chairman  was  ordered  to  report 
progress,  there  were  no  fewer  than  five  divisions  in 
committee.'  One  was  taken  on  the  question  whether 
the  sale  of  milk,  a  perishable  article,  should  be  prohi- 
bited between  the  hours  of  nine,  a.m.  and  one,  p.m. ; 
and  it  was  decided  that  it  should,  by  133  to  69.  A  pro- 
posal to  substitute  "  eleven  o'clock"  for  nine  o'clock  was 
negatived  by  107  to  100.  A  third  division  arose  on  the 
clause  prohibiting  the  sale  of  newspapers  after  ten,  a.m. 
— It  was  proposed  by  Lord  J.  Manners  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  ten,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  "  nine  "  ; 
but  negatived,  by  53  to  169.  Mr.  Duncombe  immedi- 
ately moved  that  the  words  "in  the  morning"  be 
omitted,  and  the  words  "  in  the  afternoon  "  be  inserted  ; 
so  that  no  newspaper  might  be  sold  after  ten  at  night. 
This  was  negatived  by  159  to  61. — Mr.  Crauford  then 
proposed  that  newspapers  might  be  sold  after  two  in 
the  afternoon :    negatived  by  140  to  62. — The    Chair 


man  reported  progress  and  the  committee  was  ordered 
to  sit  again  on  the  -tth  July. 

On  Friday,  June  15,  Mr.  Layard  brought  forward 
his  resolutions  on  Administrative  Reform.  In  a  speech 
of  three  hours'  duration,  he  took  up  one  by  one  the 
principal  heads  of  the  subject,  —  the  government,  a 
close  monopoly  of  a  few  families  ;  the  army,  where  pro- 
motion goes  by  purchase  and  favouritism  instead  of  by 
merit ;  the  consular  and  diplomatic  services,  which  he 
criticised  with  much  severity ;  and  the  civil  service, — 
in  treating  of  which  he  quoted  abundantly  from  Mr. 
Romilly,  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan,  and  others,  and  recom- 
mended a  competitive  examination  for  admissions.  In 
treating  of  the  army,  he  confessed  he  was  wrong  in  the 
case  of  Colonel  Wilson  ;  but  he  accumulated  instances 
of  the  promotion  obtained  by  Lord  Hardinge's  rela- 
tions. His  practical  propositions  were,  to  abolish  the 
system  of  purchase,  promotion  by  favouritism,  and  the 
peculiar  privileges  of  the  Guards.  He  claimed  the 
substance  of  Sir  Edward  Lytton's  announced  amend- 
ment ;  which  he  said  was  his  own  in  another  form. 
He  moved  the  first  of  his  own  resolutions  in  these 
terms—"  That  this  house  views  with  deep  and  in- 
creasing concern  the  state  of  the  nation ;  and  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  manner  in  which  merit  and  effi- 
ciency have  been  sacrificed,  in  public  appointments,  to 
party  and  family  influences,  and  to  a  blind  adhe- 
rence to  routine,  has  given  rise  to  great  misfortunes, 
and  threatens  to  bring  discredit  upon  the  national 
character  and  to  involve  the  country  in  grave 
disasters." — Sir  E.  B.  Lytton  moved  the  following 
resolution  as  an  amendment — "That  this  house 
recommends  to  the  earliest  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
ministers  the  necessity  of  a  careful  revision  of  our 
various  official  establishments,  with  a  view  to  sim- 
plify and  facilitate  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, and,  by  instituting  judicious  tests  of  merit,  as 
well  as  by  removing  obstructions  to  its  fair  promotion 
and  legitimate  rewards,  to  secure  to  the  service  of  the 
state  the  largest  available  proportion  of  the  energy  and 
intelligence  for  which  the  people  of  this  country  are 
distinguished."  Sir  Edward  charged  the  prime  minister 
with  having  raised  the  agitation  out  of  doors  by  the 
injudiciousness  of  his  resistance  and  the  levity  of  his 
acquiescence ;  by  the  inconsistency  of  turning  out  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  Lord  Panmure's  declaration 
that  he  only  intended  to  carry  out  the  duke's  improve- 
ments,— ministers  scattering  pleasant  jokes  and  flowery 
epitaphs  upon  the  defunct  predecessors  whom  they  had 
slain  and  buried.  How  deeply  had  Lord  John  Russell 
injured  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  or  how  egregiously  had 
Lord  Palmerston  and  his  colleagues  duped  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  people  !  We  have  more  to  apprehend  from 
such  trifling  and  frivolity  than  from  all  the  armaments 
of  Russia.  The  cry  against  party  is  unreasonable  and 
exaggerated :  release  the  administration  from  party, 
that  is  from  parliamentary  control,  and  it  would  be- 
come the  clockwork  machinery  of  despotism,  rendering 
the  crown  more  absolute  than  in  the  time  of  the  Tudors. 
The  cry  threatens  the  basis  of  our  social  system :  but  it 
is  provoked  by  combination  of  families  and  privileged 
houses,  with  which  the  whig  party  have  chilled  the 
enthusiasm  and  energy  of  those  whom  the  people  recog- 
nise as  their  own  hardy  children,  and  mortified  the 
pride  of  a  'numerous  gentry,  with  birth  as  ancient  as 
that  of  the  coterie  disciplined  in  whig  drawing-rooms. 
Even  the  order  in  council  on  examination  does  not 
warrant  confidence  in  the  declarations  of  ministers  :  for  it 
does  nothing  to  widen  the  range  of  candidates,  and  it  tells 
those  who  are  invited  to  undergo  a  severe  examination, 
that  men  unconnected  with  the  public  service  and  un- 
examined shall  be  put  over  their  heads;  and  the  very 
paper  containing  the  advertisement  of  the  examination 
announced  three  head  appointments  in  the  directorship 
of  stores,  contracts,  and  clothing,  by  the  rule  of  favour- 
itism. In  conclusion,  he  said  that  he  had  framed  his 
amendment  in  order  that  the  house  might  take  a  vote, 
independently  of  party,  on  the  simple  question  of  admi- 
nistrative reform. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer disclaimed  "  a  blind  adherence  to  routine," 
though  not  to  system,  without  which  no  service  or  law 
could  go  on ;  and  he  recapitulated  those  inquiries  into 
the   public  departments  which  have  been   carried  on 
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since  1848,  and  have  been  followed  or  accompanied  by 
searching  progressive  reforms,  that  have  rendered'  the 
departments  much  more  efficient,  and  that  will  still  be 
carried  on.  He  intimated,  that  if  Mr.  Layard's  resolu- 
tion were  carried,  ministers,  regarding  it  as  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence,  would  retire;  but  that,  construing 
Sir  Edward  Lytton's  amendment  by  the  simple  meaning 
of  its  words,  be  should  have  no  difficulty  in  accepting  it. 
— Lord  GoDEiucH  moved  that  the  debate  be  adjourned 
till  Monday  ;  which  was  carried  by  240  to  29. 

On  Monday,  June  18,  the  Beport  of  the  Sebastopol 
Inquiry  Committee  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Roebuck, 
and  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  Mr.  Layard's  resolution 
respecting  Administrative  Reform,  was  then  resumed. 
Lord  Goderich  insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  reform 
in  various  branches  of  the  civil  and  military  services, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  appointments 
were  made,  and  promotions  distributed.  He  regretted 
that  the  government  should  have  interpreted  the  resolu- 
tion into  a  want  of  confidence,  believing  that  they 
might,  without  disparagement  to  the  character  and 
dignity  of  the  cabinet,  have  accepted  the  conclusion  it 
presented,  and  cordially  concurred  in  giving  it  a  practi- 
cal effect.  The  public  now  demanded  administrative 
reform  as  the  crown  and  complement  of  the  representa- 
tive and  commercial  reforms  already  accomplished. 
"With  the  house  itself  lay,  to  a  great  extent,  the  duty  of 
taking  the  initiative  in  performing  this  work,  for  the 
sake  of  which  all  interests  of  persons,  parties,  or  classes, 
should  be  at  once  surrendered. — Mr.  Disraeli  re- 
capitulated the  steps  which  the  government  whereof 
he  had  been  a  member  had  attempted  or  designed 
for  the  improvement  of  different  departments  of  the 
public  service.  The  result  of  various  experiments 
in  this  direction  had  brought  him  to  the  conclusion 
that  efficiency  and  economy  in  every  branch  of  ad- 
ministration were  correlative  terms.  His  labours  and 
intentions  at  that  period  entitled  him  to  assume  the 
character  of  a  veteran  administrative  reformer.  Ad- 
verting to  some  departmental  reforms  in  the  Customs, 
the  Treasury,  and  elsewhere,  Mr.  Disraeli  contended 
that  any  general  measure  ought  to  have  been  prefaced 
by  a  formal  investigation  and  report  upon  the  subject 
by  a  Royal  Commission.  He  then  defined  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  civil  sevice  should,  in  his  opinion, 
be  re-organised.  Admission  to  the  service  ought  to 
be  regulated,  not  by  interest,  but  fitness;  the  exertions 
of  efficient  functionaries  ought  to  be  better  remunerated 
tlian  at  present  ;  and  the  public  service  ought  to 
be  considered  a  profession  where  the  loftiest  prizes 
were  placed  within  the  reach  of  every  employe  who 
displayed  energy  and  talent.  With  the  resolution  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Layard  he  could  not  agree,  being  unable 
to  assign  to  the  faults  of  an  administrative  system  the 
failures  and  disasters  which  he  believed  to  be  attribut- 
able entirely  to  an  incapable  and  divided  government. 
He  then  explained  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
approve  of  the  amendment  brought  forward  by  Sir  E. 
B.  Lytton,  as  indicating  a  sound  and  practical  system  of 
reform.  The  ministry,  he  observed,  had  adopted  the 
amendment,  but  had  hitherto  neglected  every  oppor- 
tunity for  accomplishing  the  object  to  which  they 
now  pledged  their  adherence. — Lord  PaLMERSTon 
alluded  to  some  expressions  attributed  to  Mr.  Layard 
at  the  late  meeting  in  Drury-lane,  and  repudiated  the 
accusation  of  having  jested  on  the  sufferings,  or  vilified 
the  character  of  the  people  of  England.  The  charge 
against  the  present  administrative  system  was,  that  fit 
men  were  not  chosen  for  high  places  in  different  de- 
partments. With  respect  to  the  highest  class,  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  itself,  he  declared  that  no  family 
ties  or  narrow  considerations  had  presided  at  their  ap- 
pointment, his  only  motive  in  selecting  colleagues  being 
to  surround  himself  with  men  of  the  highest  talent 
and  character.  Passing  on  to  other  departments,  the 
noble  lord  contended  that  the  military  system  had  been 
sufficiently  vindicated  by  Mr.  Peel  ;  and,  with  respect 
to  the  diplomatic  service,  remarked  that,  if  the  highest 
functionaries  were  noblemen,  it  was  because  their  titles 
were  won  by  a  long  and  able  performance  of  their  im- 
portant duties.  In  the  consular  establishment,  also,  he 
asserted,  that  the  higher  members  had  been   almost, 


without  exception,  promoted  on  account  of  merit,  from 
the  lower  grades  of  the  service.  Into  the  civil  service, 
generally,  a  system  of  examination  had  already  been 
introduced,  so  as  to  secure  a  proper  degree  of  education 
and  capacity  among  the  [candidates  admitted  to  office. 
But,  on  the  whole,  he  feared  that  neither  in  amount  of 
pay,  rapidity  of  promotion,  nor.  ultimate  prospect  of 
affluence,  could  the  public  service  hold  out  temptations 
sufficient  to  attract  men  of  the  highest  range  of  ability 
from  the  [independent  channels  of  professional  or  com- 
mercial exertion.  Two  opposite  recommendations  had 
been  urged  on  different  sides,  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
motion in  the  public  service.  One  party  insisted  that 
for  every  important  office  the  best  man  should  be 
selected,  wherever  he  could  be  found  ;  the  other  laid 
down  the  rule  that  such  prizes  must  be  given  only  to 
the  best  deserving  of  those  who  were  already  public 
servants.  Neither  principle,  he  argued,  was  altogether 
right.  The  government  had  followed  one  course  or  the 
other,  according  to  circumstances,  and  in  so  doing  upon 
some  recent  occasions  had,  he  believed,  acted  rightly, 
although  their  appointments  had  been  censured  on  both 
hands.  Adverting  to  the  resolution  before  them  Lord 
Palmerstan  rebutted  the  assertion  that  national  dis- 
asters were  to  be  apprehended,  or  that  national  character 
had  suffered  discredit.  On  the  contrary,  the  renown  of 
the  country  never  stood  higher,  nor  were  its  prospects 
ever  more  bright.  In  accepting  the  amendment  he 
declared  that  the  government  endorsed  with  perfect 
sincerity  the  pledge  it  conveyed  for  carrying  out,  in  the 
best  and  readiest  manner  that  could  be  found  possible, 
the  principle  of  administrative  reform.  After  a  motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  had  been  negatived 
the  house  divided  on  Mr.  Layard's  resolution,  when  it 
was  rejected  by  359  against  46. — The  amendment  of  Sir 
E.  B.  Lytton  was  then  put  as  a  substantive  motion,  but 
the  discussion  was  adjourned,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lindsay,  to  Thursday  next. 

On  Tuesday,  June  19,  the  mid-day  sitting  was  occu- 
pied in  the  discussion  of  the  Tenants'  Improvement 
Condensation  (Ireland)  Bill.  Considerable  opposition 
and  two  divisions  were  interposed  on  the  motion  for 
going  into  committee  on  the  bill,  but  finally  the  house 
went  into  committee  and  passed  a  few  clauses  of  the 
measure. 

In  the  evening  sitting,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  MacKin- 
non the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  was  sanc- 
tioned "  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  Expedi- 
tion to  the  Arctic  Seas,  commanded  by  Captain  Maclure, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  any  and  what 
reward  may  be  due  for  the  services  rendered  on  that 
occasion." 

Mr.  Headlam  moved  an  address  to  the  crown, 
praying  for  such  alterations  in  the  rules  of  the  military 
service  as  might  secure  the  Return  of  the  Begidation 
Value  of  Commissions  purchased  by  Officers  in  the 
Army  who  might  Die  or  be  Killed  in  Active  Service 
to  the  Belativcs  or  Bepresentatives  of  the  Deceased, 
with  an  accompanying  assurance  that  any  expenditure 
incurred  for  such  a  purpose  would  be  made  good  by  the 
house.  The  repayment  contemplated  by  his  motion 
was  advocated  by  him  as  being  an  act  of  mere  justice,  as 
well  as  a  suggestion  of  expediency,  especially  in  time  of 
war. — Mr.  Peel  objected  to  the  form  of  the  proposed 
resolution,  arguing  that  it  introduced  a  general  principle 
under  the  cover  of  a  particular  case.  If  the  purchase 
money  of  commissions  were  returned  to  the  heirs  of 
officers  killed  in  the  Russian  war,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  refuse  a  similar  restitution  to  the  representatives  of 
those  who  might  die  in  services  of  any  description. 
Declaring  himself  unable  to  concede  this  point  in 
extenso,  he  was  obliged  to  oppose  the  motion  before  the 
house.  Some  compensation  was,  he  remarked,  already 
granted  to  the  relatives  of  deceased  officers  in  the  shape 
of  pensions. — The  motion  was  supported  by  Col. 
Dunne,  Lord  A.  Paget,  Col.  North,  and  Mr.  Rice. — 
Lord  Palmerston  urged  that  the  proposition  then 
presented  was  connected  with  the  wide  and  vexed 
question  respecting  the  purchase  and  sale  of  com- 
missions in  the  army,  and  could  not  expediently  be 
dealt  with  separately.  He  suggested  that  by  way  of 
compromise  an  arrangement  might  be  effected,  allowing 
the  representatives  of  officers  killed  in  action  to  elect 
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between  the  pensions  and  allowances  to  which  they 
might  be  entitled,  and  the  price  of  the  commission 
which  had  been  held  by  their  deceased  relatives.  In 
the  prospect  of  such  a  scheme  being  curried  out,  he 
trusted  that  the  subject  would  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  government. — Mr.  Headlam  consented  to 
accept  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  prime  minister, 
and  the  motion  was  then  by.leave  withdrawn. 

On  Wednesday,  June  20,  at  the  noon  sitting,  the 
Marriage  Law  Amendment  Bill  was  considered  in 
committee.  On  clause  1  an  amendment  was  moved  by 
Sir  F.  Thesiger,  with  the  object  of  annulling  the 
retrospective  operation  of  the  measure.  Since  1835  all 
marriages  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister  had  been 
absolutely  illegal ;  and  he  objected  to  the  provision  by 
which  unions  so  contracted,  in  defiance  of  the  statute, 
■were  now  to  be  declared  lawful  and  valid. — Mr. 
Heyyvood  opposed  this  restriction  in  the  effect  of  the 
bill,  and,  after  some  considerable  discussion,  a  division 
was  taken,  in  which  the  amendment  was  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  130  to  83—47.  This  clause  and  some 
others  being  afterwards  agreed  to,  the  further  progress 
of  the  bill  was  adjourned  to  the  10th  of  July. 

The  house  having  resumed,  the  motion  for  going  into 
committee  on  the  Bill  of  Exchange  and  Promissory 
Notes  Bill;  which  was  brought'  forward  by  Mr. 
Keating,  was  opposed  by  Sir  F.  Thesiger  and  other 
members.  Mr.  Vance  moved  that  the  committal  of 
the  bill  should  be  postponed  until  that  day  week. 
On  a  division,  this  amendment  was  negatived  by  146 
votes  against  25 — 121.  The  opposition  to  the  bill  was, 
however,  continued,  and  the  debate  was  still  proceeding 
at  a  quarter  to  6,  when  it  was  suspended  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  house,  and  the  motion  became  a 
"  dropped  order." 

On  Thursday,  June  21,  the  order  for  resuming  the 
debate  upon  Administrative  Reform,  having  been  read, 
the  resolution  of  Sir  B.  Lytton  was  agreed  to  without 
discussion,  and  with  only  a  solitary  dissentient  voice. 

On  Friday,  June  22,  Mr.  Roebuck  gave  notice  that, 
on  the  3rd  of  July  he  would  move  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  house  deeply  laments  the  Sufferings  of 
the  Army  in  the  Crimea,  and,  coinciding  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  it  feels 
that  sincere  reprehension  attaches  to  every  member  of 
that  government  which  counselled  proceedings  which 
have  led  to  such  lamentable  results. 

In  answer  to  General  Harcourt,  Admiral  Berkeley 
said  no  official  despatches  had  been  received  respecting 
the  Fate  of  the  Boat's  Crew  at  Ilango, except  those  which 
had  already  been  published.  He  went  on  to  complain 
of  an  attack  which  had  been  made  upon  himself  in  the 
Daily  News,  as  if  he  were  the  author  of  the  deaths  of 
those  men. 

Mr.  Stafford  complained  that  many  of  the  soldiers 
who  had  returned  from  the  Crimea,  had  Received  no 
Pay  since  August  last,  and  were  now  in  great  distress. 
He  warned  the  house  that  this  state  of  things  was  doing 
great  injury  to  the  recruiting  service  tfirough  the 
country.— Mr.  Peel  said  the  reason  was  that  they  had 
not  received  from  the  Crimea  the  papers  to  show  to 
what  the  men  were  entitled.  It  was  intended  to  pay 
the  men  a  portion  of  their  claims  at  once. 

Mr.  Lindsay  called  attention  to  the  Transport  Ser- 
vice, and  defended  himself  from  the  attacks  made  upon 
him  by  Mr.  Drummond  and  Admiral  Berkeley  in  a 
previous  debate,  and  denied  that  in  his  recent  speech  at 
Drury-lane  Theatre  he  had  promulgated  virulent  un- 
truths. He  recapitulated  many  of  the  statements  then 
brought  forward,  and  adduced  much  confirmatory 
evidence  and  several  new  details  gathered,  in  some 
degree,  from  the  official  returns. — Sir  C.  Wood 
remarked  upon  the  unfairness  of  making  charges 
against  ministers  in  a  place  where  they  had  no 
opportunity  for  defence  or  explanation.  He  proceeded 
to  notice  in  detail  several  of  the  instances  cited  by  Mr. 
Lindsay,  and  stated  circumstances  tending  to  exonerate 
the  Admiralty  department  from  blame.  Sir  C.  Wood 
then  related  some  anecdotes  to  show  that  Mr.  Lindsay's 
own  business  was  sometimes  mismanaged.  Further 
comments  aud  explanations  were  presented  by  different 
hon.  members,  until  at  length  the  subject  dropped. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee,  and  resumed 


the  discussion  on  the  clauses  of  the  Education  ( Scotland) 
Bill.  Several  clauses  of  the  measure  were  agreed  to, 
after  a  discussion  prolonged  till  past  midnight. 

On  Monday,  June  18,  Sir  C.  Wood,  recapitulated  the 
substance  of  the  last  despatches  received  from  Admiral 
Dundas  respecting  the  Late  Outrage  at  Ilango  Head. 
The  admiral  had  communicated  with  the  Governor  of 
Helsingfors,  and  obtained  a  reply  in  some  degree  excul- 
pating the  conduct  of  the  Ilussian  officer  in  command 
on  that  occasion,  who,  it  was  asserted,  saw  no  flag  of 
truce,  and  acted  under  the  impression  that  the  crew  of 
the  Cossack's  boat  had  been  taking  soundings.  Tbe 
result  of  the  affair  was  that  five  of  the  seamen  and  the 
Finnish  prisoners  had  been  killed,  four  Englishmen  and 
two  Finns  were  wounded,  three  officers  with  four  of  the 
crew  and  two  Finns  being  taken  prisoners.  Sir  C. 
Wood  denied  the  truth  of  the  ^report  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  gunboat  in  the  Black  Sea  had  taken 
some  soundings  under  cover  of  a  flag  of  truce  while  re- 
storing the  private  carriage  of  the  Governor  of  Kertch. 

The  house  in  committee  discussed  the  clauses  of  the 
Victoria  Government  Bill,  which  was  carried  through 
the  stage,  after  considerable  discussion,  without  under- 
going any  modification  of  importance. 

The  New  South  Wales  Government  Bill,  and  the 
Waste  Lands  (Australia)  Acts  Repeal  Bill  were  also 
passed  through  committee. 


PROGRESS  OP  BUSINESS.' 

House    of   Lords.—  Monday,    June    4th. —  Roman    Catholic 
Charities  Bill  read  a  second  time.     Newspaper  Stamp  Duties 
Bill  committed. 
5th. — Newspaper  Stamps  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
7th. — Cambridge  University  Bill  considered  in  committee. 
8th. — Roman  Catholic  Churches  Bill  committed.     Educa- 
tion of  Pauper  Children  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

11th. — The   Fermoy  Peerage  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

Privileges.    Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates  Bill  committed. 

l'2th. — Religious  Worship  Bill  reported.     Church  Patronage 

Bill   committed.      University  of  Cambridge    Bill    reported. 

Roman  Catholic  Charities  Bill  read  a  third  time  aud  passed. 

14th. — Needlewomen's  Bill  referred  to  select  committee. 
Cambridge  University  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

15th. — Religious  Worship  Bill  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
Education  of  Poor  Children  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
18th. — Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates  Bill  reported. 
Infants  Marriage  Bill  reported. 
19th. — Friendly  Societies  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
21st. — Measurement  of  Shipping  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Leases  and  Sales  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.     Charit- 
able Trusts  Bill  committed.     Public  Libraries  (Ireland;  Bill 
read  a  second  time. 

'2:2nd. — Assizes  and  Sessions  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Church 
Patronage  Bill  reported.  Stamp  Duties  Repeal  on  Matricu- 
lation aud  Degrees  (Oxford)  Bill  committed.  Charitable 
Trusts  Bill  reported. 

House  of  Commons. — Monday,  June  4th. — Youthful  Offenders 
Bill  read  a  first  time. 

5th. — Stamp  Duties  Repeal  on  Matriculation  and  Degrees 
(Oxford)  Bill  read  a  first  time. 
6th. — Public  Libraries  (Ireland)  Bill  committed. 
7th.— Friendly  Societies  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
11th. — Metropolis  Management  Bill  in  committee.     Validity 
of  Proceedings  Bill  read  a  tirst  time.     Insolvency  and  Bank- 
ruptcy (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time.     Youthful  Offenders 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

12th. — Validity  of  Proceedings  Bill  read  a  second   time. 
Metropolis  Management  Bill  in  committee.     Decimal  Coinage, 
Mr.  Brown's  resolutions  carried. 
13th. — Sunday  Trading  Pill  in  committee. 
14th. — Education  (Scotland)  Bill  in  committee.     Victoria 
Government  and  New  South  Wales  Government  Bills  read  a 
second  time.     Waste  Lands  (Australia)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
15th. — Administrative   Reform,  Mr.  Layard.ls   resolutions, 
debate  adjourned. 

ISth. — Report  of  Sebastopol  committee  brought  up  and 
read.  Administrative  Reform,  Mr.  Layard's  resolution 
negatived.     Spirits  (Irish)  Act  Amendment  Bill  committed. 

19th. — Tenants  Improvements  Compensation  Bill  in  com- 
mittee. 
20th. — Marriage  Law  Amendment  Bill  in  committee. 
21st. — Metropolis  Local    M;magemo.»t   Dili  .„   committee. 
Tenants   Improvements   Bill  ill  committee.      DweUingt,  rol. 
Labouring  Classes  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Administrative  RefoVm,  Sir  E.  Lytt..u's  resolution  agreed  to. 
22nd. — Mr.  Roebuck's  notice  of  motion  of  censure  on  the 
government.     Education  (Scotland)  Bill  in  committee.     Union 
Charges  Act  Continuance  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

25th. — The  Merchant  Shipping  Act  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time.  The  Burial  Ground  (Scotland)  Bill  and 
the  Administration  of  Oaths  Abroad  Bill  were  respectively 
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road  a  third  time  and  passed.  The  Indemnity  Bill  and  the 
Stock-in-Trade  Bill  were  read  a  second  time.  The  house  went 
into  committee  on  the  Criminal  Justice  Bill,  and  passed  a 
few  clauses  of  the  measure.  The  Bills  of  Exchange  and 
Promissory  Notes  Bill  went  through  committee. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Reform 
Association  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  the  13th 
instant,  in  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  which  was  crowded  in 
every  part.  On  the  stage  were  the  Earls  of  Milltown 
and  Lindsay,  and  the  following  memhers  of  parliament : 
Messrs.  F.  H.  F.  Berkeley,  Bell,  Oliveira,  W.  Michell, 
Miall,  F.  French,  Pellatt,  R.  Swift,  Bowyer,  Maguire, 
Jackson,  Follett,  Currie,  Layard,  Lindsay,  Tite,  Otway, 
C.  H.  Russell,  Alcock,  G.  Dundas  ;  Sir  C.  Napier,  Sir 
C.  Shakerley,  Capt.  Eastwick,  Messrs.  Gassiott,  Leaf, 
Nicholry,  Travers,  Ingram,  Thackeray,  Edwin  James, 
and  many  others.  Mr.  Morley  occupied  the  chair,  and 
opened  the  proceedings.  The  principal  speaker  was 
Mr.  Layard,  who  was  received  with  loud  and  repeated 
hursts  of  cheering.  He  said  there  was  a  very  general 
and  deep-seated  conviction  abroad,  that  the  country 
was  most  grievously  misgoverned.  That  conviction  was 
not  limited  to  a  few,  nor  had  it  been  hastily  arrived  at ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  very  deep-seated,  and  the 
movement  which  was  the  consequence  of  it,  like  most 
movements  which  had  taken  place  in  the  country,  was 
essentially  a  movement  organised  and  carried  on  by 
those  who,  above  all  others,  represented  the  intelligence, 
wealth,  and  enterprise  of  England.  If  he  were  called 
upon  to  divide  England  into  two  parties  as  connected 
with  this  movement,  he  should  say  that  on  one  side 
were  all  the  men  of  common  sense,  of  respectability  and 
wealth,  who  by  their  perseverance  and  industry  hoped 
to  raise  a  name  for  themselves  and  to  do  good  to  the 
public  service ;  while  on  the  other,  there  was  a  small 
party  who  claimed  to  themselves  the  monopoly  of  go- 
vernment, and  who  lived,  grew  fat,  and  vegetated  upon 
those  corruptions  and  evils  which  the  association  were 
determined,  if  possible,  to  remove.  However  dangerous 
agitation  might  be  in  general,  there  |was  a  time  when 
agitation  was  necessary  in  order  to  correct  a  greater 
evil  than  agitation  itself  could  produce,  and  that  time 
had  now  arrived.  The  association  felt,  that  while  in 
this  great  country,  during  a  long  period  of  compara- 
tively entire  peace,  all  that  concerned  the  private  rela- 
tions and  enterprises  of  the  country  had  made  a  progress 
unexampled  in  its  history ;  that  while  national  monu- 
ments, such  as  had  never  been  equalled  in  the  greatest 
empires  of  the  world  had  arisen  around  us,  and  while 
everything  was  moving  and  doing,  the  government  of 
the  country  alone  stood  still.  They  had,  therefore, 
thought  it  better  to  come  forward  now  and  give  an  im- 
petus and  movement  to  this  feeling,  rather  than  to 
remain  any  longer  listless  and  regardless  of  it.  He 
could  not  but  think  that  the  present  war,  putting  aside 
all  political  objects,  wouldlead  to  many  beneficial  results, 
one  of  which  was  undoubtedly  the  establishment  of  the 
Administrative  Reform  Association.  If  the  war  had 
not  taken  place  we  should  have  slumbered  too  long. 
But,  putting  aside  all  political  considerations  as  to  the 
justice  and  necessity  of  the  war,  he  thought  all  persons 
would  be  agreed  that,  as  we  were  engaged  in  war,  that 
war  ought  to  be  carried  on  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  country.  Of  the  mis- 
government  of  the  country  the  labours  of  the  Sebastopol 
Committee  afforded  ample  evidence,  the  three  blue 
books  which  they  had  issued,  recording  the  ignorance, 
indifference,  and  obstinacy  of  a  government  such  as  he 
would  defy  the  whole  history  of  the  world  to  produce. 
They  cast  the  greatest  shame  upon  the  people  and  upon 
the  system,  though  fortunately  there  was  one  redeeming 
point,  inasmuch  as  they  snowed  instances  of  heroic 
suffering,  ^f  patient,  endurance,  and  of  virtue  that  had 
never  been  equalled.  Who  could  read  without  emotion 
the  evidence  of  such  witnesses  as  Messrs.  Stafford, 
Osborne,  and  Macdonald  ?  Their'testimony  proved  the 
utter  ignorance  and  incompetence  of  the  government 
officials,  and  showed  that  the  most  intense  sufferings  had 
been  borne  by  the  troops  with  patient  endurance,  and 
with  but  one  gleam  of  hope.  And  whence  did  that  ray 
of  hope  come  ?     It   came   from  the  midnight  lamp  of 


that  heroic  woman  who,  as  had  been  well  described,  was 
nightly  to  be  seen  passing  alone  along  miles  of  agony 
and  suffering.  Whence,  also,  had  come  the  small  com- 
forts which  had  been  supplied  to  relieve  the  condition 
of  the  troops  ?  They  came  from  funds  supplied  by 
private  benevolence  and  administered  by  a  great  organ 
of  public  opinion.  A  woman  self-devoted,  and  a  man 
who  had  never  seen  war  or  gone  into  sickness,  and  who 
was  selected  only  for  his  intelligence,  these  were  the 
people  who  scattered  hope  and  comfort,  which  all  the 
great  appliances  of  the  country,  which  had  cost  millions 
of  taxation,  were  totally  unable  to  effect.  What  lesson 
were  they  taught  by  this  ?  Why,  that  almost  every 
improvement  which  had  taken  place  had  come  from 
private  suggestion,  and  that  almost  every  substantial 
alleviation  of  suffering  had  originated  in  public  charity. 
Mr.  Layard  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  object  of  the 
association,  which  was  the  reform  of  the  three  great 
branches  of  the  public  service — the  army  and  navy,  the 
diplomatic  and  the  civil  services  :  on  each  of  these  heads 
he  commented  at  some  length  ;  and  concluded  by 
saying,  that  what  he  wished  to  see  was  a  new  party  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  not  representing  a  class,  but 
representing  the  feelings  and  opinion  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  and  relying  for  support  not  upon  family 
connections,  but  upon  the  people. — Mr.  Lindsay,  M.P., 
was  the  next  speaker,  and  said  he  was  desirous  of  laying 
before  the  meeting  some  plain  facts  with  which  he  had 
been  lately  made  acquainted.  About  six  weeks  ago  he 
was  asked  by  Sir  Lacy  De  Evans  if  the  scarcity  of  ship- 
ping was  still  as  great  as  it  had  been  ?  His  reply  was, 
that  shipping  might  be  found  to  any  amount  ;  when 
Sir  Lacy  De  Evans  said  his  statement  was  very  strange, 
because  for  more  than  a  month  he  had  been  desirous  of 
sending  out  3,000  horses  to  his  division  in  the  Crimea, 
and  he  had  been  told  that  it  was  impossible  to  find  ships 
to  carry  them  out.  He  (Mr.  .Lindsay)  made  inquiries 
into  the  matter,  and  subsequently  addressed  a  letter  to 
Sir  de  Lacy  Evans,  stating  that  some  time  ago  a  friend 
of  his  had  written  to  Lord  Panmure,  offering  to  supply 
in  twenty-four  hours  a  magnificent  fleet  of  the  finest 
ships  in  the  world,  capable  of  carrying  out  2,200  horses, 
at  the  low  rate  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  shillings  per  ton 
registered  tonnage.  The  answer  received  was  the  usual 
one — that  the  offer  would  be  considered.  Some  time 
afterwards  another  offer  was  made  to  the  government  to 
find  a  fleet  capable  of  taking  out  2,660  horses,  and  yet 
he  (Mr.  Lindsay)  understood  that  to  this  day  the  larger 
portion  of  the  horses  referred  to  by  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans 
had  not  gone  out.  Mr.  Lindsay  then  adduced  several 
parallel  cases  having  reference  to  the  mismanagement 
of  affairs  at  the  Transport  Board,  and  said  that  he  had 
moved  for  returns  to  be  made  with  respect  to  the  trans- 
port service ;  and  although  the  government  had  taken 
five  months  to  make  them,  yet  there  were  so  many 
errors  in  them — even  wilful  errors  lie  was  afraid — that 
if  a  clerk  of  his  had  made  one-tenth  part  of  them,  he 
would  have  dismissed  him,  and  he  would  not  rest  until 
the  men  who  had  made  the  errors  in  these  returns  were 
dismissed.  Mr.  Tite,  Mr.  Otway,  and  Sir  C.  Napier, 
afterwards  briefly  addressed  the  meeting,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings terminated,  no  resolutions  having  been  pro- 
posed, according  to  the  arrangement  originally  agreed 
upon. 

Much  attention  has  been  excited  by  Rrince  Albert's  Re- 
marks on  the  State  of  Public  Affairs,  delivered  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Trinity  Corporation  on  the  9th 
inst.  His  Royal  Highness  proposed  the  health  of  her 
Majesty's  ministers  in  the  following  terms: — "  If  there 
was  ever  a  time  at  which  her  Majesty's  government,  by 
whomsoever  conducted,  required  the  support, — ay,  not 
the  support  alone,  but  the  confidence,  goodwill,  and  sym- 
pathy of  then  fellow-countrymen,  it  is  surely  the  present. 
It  is  not  the  way  to  success  in  war,  to  support  it,  however 
ardently  and  enthusiastically,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
tie  down  and  weaken  the  hands  of  those  who  have  to 
conduct  it.  We  are  engaged  with  a  mighty  enemy,  who 
is  using  against  us  all  those  wonderful  powers  which 
have  sprung  up  under  the  generating  influence  of  our 
liberty  and  our  civilisation.  You  find  him  with  all  that 
force  which  unity  of  purpose  and  action,  impenetrable 
seeresy,  and  uncontrolled  despotic  power,  have  given, 
while  we  have  to  meet  him  under  a  state  of  things  in- 
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tended  for  peace,  and  for  the  promotion  of  that  very 
civilisation,  the  offspring  of  public  discussion,  of  the 
friction  of  parties,  and  of  the  popular  control  on  the 
government  and  the  state.  The  Queen  has  no  power 
to  levy  troops,  nor  has  she  any  at  her  command,  but 
such  as  offer  their  voluntary  services.  Her  government 
can  take  no  measure  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
which  it  has  not  beforehand  to  explain  in  parliament. 
Her  armies  and  fleets  can  make  no  movements,  nor  even 
prepare  for  any,  without  their  being  publicly  announced 
in  the  papers.  No  mistake,  however  trifling,  can  occur, 
no  want  or  weakness  [exist,  which  is  not  at  once  de- 
nounced, and  even  sometimes  exaggerated  with  a  kind 
of  morbid  satisfaction.  The  Queen's  ambassador  can 
enter  into  no  negociations  without  the  government 
having  to  defend  him  by  entering  into  all  the  arguments 
which  that  negociator,  in  order  to  be  successful,  ought 
to  be  able  to  shut  up  in  the  innermost  recesses  of  his 
heart.  Nay,  at  the  most  critical  position,  when  war 
and  diplomatic  relations  may  be  at  their  height,  an  ad- 
verse vote  in  parliament  may  at  a  moment  deprive  the 
Queen  of  the  whole  of  her  confidential  servants. 
Gentlemen,  our  constitutional  government  is  undergoing 
a  heavy  trial,  and  we  shall  not  get  successfully  through 
it  unless  the  country  will  grant  its  confidence — patriotic, 
intelligent,  and  self-denying  confidence — to  her  Ma- 
jesty's government.  Gentlemen,  I  propose  to  you  to 
drink  the  health  of  Viscount  Palmerston  and  her 
Majesty's  ministers."  The  toast  was  drunk  with  loud 
cheers ;  and  Lord  Palmerston,  after  acknowledging  the 
support  received  by  the  government  from  parliament 
and  the  country,  concluded  by  saying  : — "  We  should 
be  unworthy  of  that  confidence  and  support  if  we 
were  not  determined  to  exert  our  best  energies,  and 
to  direct  the  best  energies  of  the  country,  towards  ob- 
taining that  victorious  result  of  the  conflict  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  which  alone  can  be  consistent,  I  will  not 
say  with  the  honour  and  glory,  but  with  the  safety  of 
the  British  nation." 


An  extraordinary  demonstration  against  the  Sunday 
Trading  Bill  took  place  in  Hyde  Park  on  Sunday,  the 
24th.  A  few  days  before  placards  had  been  displayed 
throughout  the  metropolis  inviting  the  working  classes 
and  others  to  attend  in  Hyde  Park  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
to  [see  "how  the  aristocracy  observed  the  Sabbath." 
In  obedience  to  this  call,  several  thousand  persons  had 
assembled  in  the  park  between  two  and  three  o'clock 
yesterday.  A  great  number  of  policemen  were  distri- 
buted throughout  the  park,  but  did  not  interfere  with 
the  free  movement  of  the  persons  assembled,  the  vast 
majority  of  whom  appeared  to  be  of  the  better  class  of 
artisans,  accompanied  in  numberless  instances  by 
their  wives  and  families.  The  equestrian  ride  in 
Rotten-row  was  totally  deserted,  but  soon  after  three 
o'clock  a  variety  of  carriages  began  to  make  their 
appearance  in  the  Drive  running  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Serpentine.  The  vast  crowd  at  once  took 
up  a  position  on  each  side  of  the  road,  extending  from 
the  Achilles  statue  to  Serpentine-bridge,  and  as  each 
carriage  passed  along  indulged  in  loud  hissing  and 
groaning,  accompanied  by  deafening  cries  of  "  Go  to 
church;  "  "  Why  do  you  allow  your  servants  to  work 
on  Sunday  ?  "  "  Shame  on  you  !  "  "  Down  with  the 
Sabbatarians!"  "  Away  with  the  Sunday  Bill!"  In 
the  majority  of  instances  the  occupants  of  the  carriage 
did  not  venture  to  return  down  the  Ride,  but  went 
home  evidently  astonished,  and,  probably,  impressed 
with  what  they  had  seen  and  heard.  The  crowd  re- 
mained until  nearly  eight  o'clock.  A  great  number  of 
the  members  of  the  legislature  were  present  looking  on. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

The  police  reports  almost  every  day  contain  cases  of 
crimes  and  outrages  committed  by  Ticket-of- Leave  Men. 
At  Bow-street  a  young  man  named  Thomas  Jones,  a 
returned  convict  on  "  ticket-of-leave,"  was  charged  with 
using  indecent  language  to  a  police  constable.  The 
officer  stated  that,  after  himself  and  other  officers  had 
quelled  a  disturbance  in  Drury-lane,  the  prisoner  fol- 


lowed him  for  the  purpose  of  abusing  him,  and  he  never 
heard  more  shocking  language  used  in  the  public  streets 
in  his  life. — Mr.  Jardine  said  the  language  must  have 
been  bad  indeed  to  shock  a  policeman.  It  formed  a 
striking  contrast,  no  doubt,  to  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  the  prisoner  in  his  interviews  with  the  chaplain  of 
the  prison  from  which  he  had  obtained  his  ticket-of-leave. 
On  these  occasions,  it  appeared,  the  adoption  of  a  hypo- 
critical tone  and  a  canting  expression  of  the  countenance 
(which  the  worst  of  them  were  capable  of  assuming  best 
when  it  served  their  purpose  to  do  so)  sufficed  to  obtain 
their  discharge  before  the  expiration  of  half  the  term  of 
the  original  sentence,  with  the  further  advantage  of  a 
written  character,  enabling  them  to  impose  upon  the 
public.  He  had  not  presided  there  any  day  for  some 
time  past  without  having  to  dispose  of  some  charge 
against  a  "  ticket-of-leave  "  man.  The  neighbourhood 
is  infested  with  them.  They  stand  at  the  corners  of 
streets  at  midnight,  and  pouncing  suddenly  upon  the 
lonely  passenger,  half-strangle  and  rob  him  before  even 
an  alarm  can  be  given.     His  worship  then  committed 

the  prisoner  to  seven  days'  imprisonment. A  few  days 

afterwards,  at  the  Middlesex  sessions,  John  Fitzgerald, 
another  "  ticket-of-leave  "  man,  was  found  guilty  of 
having  stolen  a  watch.  In  1850  the  prisoner  was  sen- 
tenced to  ten  years'  transportation  for  a  similar  robbery. 
The  assistant  judge  sentenced  him  to  six  years'  penal 
servitude. On  the  occurrence  of  another  "  ticket-of- 
leave  "  case  at  the  same  sessions,  the  assistant  judge 
made  the  following  observations  :  He  said  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  denounce  this  ticket-of-leave  system  when  it 
was  proposed,  and  he,  in  turn,  was  attacked  and  de- 
nounced for  doing  so ;  but  the  results  proved  that  he 
was  right  in  the  view  he  took.  No  system  could  be  de- 
vised more  calculated  to  demoralise  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  it  was  really  fearful  to  contemplate  what  the  conse 
quences  of  its  operation  would  be  even  five  years  hence. 
When  these  men  were  discharged  from  gaol  they  had 
money  given  to  them,  and  had  the  fare  paid  to  convey 
them  back  to  their  old  haunts  and  their  old  associates, 
with  a  post-office  order  for  a  further  sum  on  their  arrival. 
One  of  the  first  that  came  before  him  after  the  system 
was  in  practice  received  8/.  or  10£.  on  being  discharged ; 
he  was  sent  back  to  where  he  had  been  a  notorious  thief, 
the  worst  part  of  St.  Giles's,  and  two  days  after  his 
arrival  he  was  detected  picking  pockets  himself,  and 
teaching  a  boy  how  to  do  the  same  thing.  The  evil  con- 
sequences of  the  measure  were  becoming  more  apparent 
every  day.  A  session  or  two  back  he  tried  a  case  of  a 
serious  and  brutal  assault  committed  by  a  gang  of  three 
liberated  convicts  and  prostitutes  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing.  If  the  system  was  to  continue  it  was  much  to 
be  lamented  that  instead  of  giving  these  men  large  sums 
on  their  discharge,  and  sending  them  back  to  the  scene 
of  their  former  career  of  crime,  the  money  was  not  set 
aside  for  some  institution,  where  the  really  penitent  and 
deserving  could  be  admitted,  reformed,  and  ultimately 
sent  out  to  some  foreign  settlement,  where  they  might 
become  good  and  useful  men,  the  want  of  some  such 
institution  being  exemplified  in  a  remarkable  manner  in 
the  case  under  notice. 

The  two  recent  cases  of  PracticalJoking  in  the  Army 
have  been  disposed  of  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The 
misconduct  of  Ensigns  Sanders  and  Neville,  of  the  30th 
Regiment,  to  an  Ensign  of  the  50th,  at  the  Provisional 
Battalion  at  Fermoy,  has  elicited  a  letter  from  General 
Yorke  to  Lord  Seaton,  commanding  the  forces  in  Ire- 
land, in  which  he  says  :  "  There  being  two  lieutenancies 
in  the  30th  Regiment  about  to  be  filled  up,  I  am  directed 
by  the  General  Commanding  to  state,  that,  adverting  to 
the  gross  misconduct  of  Ensigns  Sanders  and  Neville  of 
that  regiment  in  the  case  which  was  brought  under  his 
notice  in  March  last,  Lord  Hardinge  could  not  think  of 
recommending  those  officers  to  her  Majesty  for  promo- 
tion on  this  occasion,  and  they  will  accordingly  be  passed 
over  by  the  next  officers."  He  adds  that  until  the  con- 
duct of  Ensigns  Sanders  and  Neville  has  been  favourably 
reported  upon  for  at  least  two  successive  quarters,  they 
need  not  look  for  any  promotion ;  but  as  it  is  not  just 
that  the  other  Ensigns  junior  to  them  should  suffer  for 
their  misconduct,  these  will  successively  pass  over  them 
whenever  vacant  lieutenancies  may  be  filled  up  in  the 
regiment  till  the  period  of  probation  as  above  laid  down 
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shall  have  expired.  It  is  Lord  Hardinge's  determina- 
tion to  take  this  course  in  every  similar  case  that  may 

not  appear  to  require  a  still  more  severe  proceeding. 

In  regard  to  the  case  which  occurred  at  Canterbury, 
the  Commander-in-Chief's  decision  is,  that  Cornet 
Evans,  of  the  Gth  Inniskillings,  is  to  be  cashiered  ;  that 
Lieutenant  Webster,  of  the  1st  Royals,  is  to  retire  from 
the  service  by  the  sale  of  his  commission ;  that  Lieu- 
tenant Hartopp  is  most  severely  reprimanded,  and  his 
conduct  is  to  be  reported  every  three  months  by  his 
commanding  officer,  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Lord  Hardinge  considers  Sergeant 
Brodie's  conduct  in  preventing  the  duel  most  praise- 
worthy, but  it  would  have  been  better  if  he  had  reported 
his  apprehensions  to  his  commanding  officer  the  previous 
night.  Cornet  Baumgarten  is  directed  to  be  more  on 
his  guard  for  the  future,  and  his  attention  is  called  to 
certain  sections  in  the  Articles  of  War.  Captain  Fitz- 
wygram's  name  is  not  mentioned. 

Messrs.  Strahan,  Paul,  and  Bates,  a  very  ancient 
banking  firm  near  Temple  Bar,  stopped  payment  on  the 
11th  inst.  At  first  their  liabilities  were  rated  at 
350,000/. ;  but  it  since  appears  they  more  probably 
amount  to  from  500,000/.  to  700,000/.  The  suspension 
was  attributed  originally  to  imprudent  advances  on 
shares  and  to  contractors  of  the  Lucca  and  Pistoja 
Railway  ;  but  more  searching  inquiries  place  the  matter 
in  a  worse  light :  it  is  believed  that  the  firm  have  long 
been  insolvent,  and  that  the  speculation  in  Italian  rail- 
ways was  merely  a  desperate  effort  to  retrieve  their 
position.  The  chief  customers  were  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  the  West-end  :  it  is  reported  that  one  noble- 
man will  be  a  loser  to  the  extent  of  40,000/.,  which  was 
the  balance  of  his  account, — for  the  assets  are  looked 
upon  as  trifling,  or  nil.  Messrs.  Strahan  and  Co.  also 
carried  on  business  in  Norfolk  Street  as  navy  agents, 
under  the  title  of  "  Halford.  and  Co. ;  "  and  their  sus- 
pension will  be  a  '  blow  to  many  naval  officers. — A 
meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  on  the  19th  inst.,  for 
the  choice  of  assignees.  It  was  stated  that  the  bankers 
knew  of  their  insolvent  condition  for  six  years  past ; 
and  the  fact  of  some  customers  having  drawn  out  about 
20,000/.  on  the  Saturday,  the  last  day  the  firm  carried 
on  business,  was  adverted  to.  When  the  bank  closed 
there  was  but  2000/.  in  the  coffers,  and  this  was  seized 
for  the  Crown  on  the  18th.  On  the  day  the  meeting 
was  held,  warrants  were  issued  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  three  partners,  Strahan,  Paul,  and  Bates,  to  answer 
criminal  charges  preferred  by  Dr.  Griffith.  The  charge 
is,  that  the  firm  had  unlawfully  disposed  of  22,000/. 
worth  of  securities  deposited  at  the  bank — an  offence 
punishable  by  transportation.  Mr.  Bates  was  appre- 
hended in  Norfolk  Street.  Mr.  Strahan  could  not  be 
found.  Sir  John  Dean  Paul  was  arrested  at  his  house 
at  Nutfield,  near  Reigate.  As  the  officers  with  the 
prisoner  were  getting  into  the  railway  carriage,  the 
train  began  to  move.  Sir  John  was  already  in  his  place, 
in  a  second-class  carriage,  and  the  officers  were  about  to 
follow  him  into  the  same  carriage,  when  a  railway 
porter  pulled  them  back,  exclaiming,  "  The  train  is  in 
motion,  and  you  can't  get  in."  The  officers  replied, 
"We  are  police-constables:  he  is  our  prisoner,  and  we 
must  accompany  him  :  resist  us  at  your  peril."  To  this 
the  porters  merely  rejoined  that  they  were  only  carrying 
out  their  orders,  "  to  prevent  any  one  entering  a 
carriage  while  the  train  was  in  motion;"  and  having 
closed  the  carriage-door  against  the  officers,  the  train 
went  off"  without  them.  The  constables  begged  in  vain 
that  the  train  might  be  stopped.  A  telegraph  message 
was  sent  to  the  London  station ;  but  as  the  station- 
master  did  not  know  Sir  John,  that  proved  useless,  and 
Sir  John  was  not  retaken. — Mr.  Bates  was  produced  at 
Bow  Street  on  the  20th ;  but  the  solicitor  for  the  pro- 
secution did  not  arrive  until  the  prisoner  had  been  re- 
manded, and  the  case  was  not  gone  into.  Mr.  Ballan 
tine,  counsel  for  Mr.  Bates,  said  he  should  be  able  to 
show  that  his  client  knew  nothing  of  the  transaction  ; 
indeed,  that  he  was  abroad  at  the  time  of  the  alleged 
negotiation. — On  Wednesday  evening  the  20th,  Mr. 
Strahan  was  apprehended  at  a  friend's  house  in 
Grosvenor  Square  ;  and  he  was  carried  on  Thursday  to 
Bow  Street.  There  Dr.  Griffith  appeared  against  him, 
and  showed  that  property  intrusted  to  the  bank,  chiefly 


securities,  worth  22,000/.,  had  been  pledged  or  sold 
without  his  authority.  Mr.  Ballantine  stated  that  Mr. 
Strahan  did  not  wish  to  evade  the  charge.  Had  he  not 
been  arrested,  he  would  have  surrendered.  On  Thursday 
night  the  21st,  Sir  John  Paul  surrendered,  stating  that 
he  had  had  no  intention  of  evading  the  officers. — On 
the  22nd  the  three  prisoners  were  placed  in  the  felon's 
dock  at  Bow  Street,  charged  with  having  fraudulently 
disposed  of  certain  securities  to  the  value  of  22,000/. 
which  had  been  intrusted  to  them,  for  safe  custody,  by 
the  Reverend  John  Griffith,  D.D.,  Prebendary  of 
Rochester  Cathedral.  The  court  was  crowded  to  excess. 
Mr.  Bodkin  appeared  for  the  prosecution,  Mr.  Ballan- 
tine for  Paul  and  Strahan,  and  Mr.  Parry  for  Bates. 
Dr.  Griffith,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence,  described 
how  Mr.  Strahan  had  called  on  him  on  Wednesday, 
and  had  begged  him  not  to  prosecute,  as  he  would  not 
benefit  himself  and  would  injure  the  other  creditors. 
Mr.  Strahan  likewise  stated  that  securities  worth 
100,000/.,  including  Dr.  Griffith's,  had  been  disposed  of 
by  himself  and  Sir  John  Paul  about  six  weeks  ago.  No 
defence  was  offered :  the  defendants,  through  their 
counsel,  expressed  penitence,  and  promised  a  full  dis- 
closure.    They  were  remanded. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  Fire,  attended  with  the  Death  of  Three  yonng 
Children,  took  place  on  Saturday  morning,  the  9th  inst., 
in  a  house  in  the  Hackney-road,  occupied  by  a  man 
named  Graham.  About  nine  o'clock  flames  were  ob- 
served issuing  from  the  first-floor  windows  of  the  house, 
and  loud  shrieks  of  children  were  heard  by  some  of  the 
neighbours.  Assistance  was  obtained  immediately,  but 
all  attempts  to  get  to  the  first  floor  were  unavailing,  the 
fire  having  taken  such  a  firm  hold  of  the  interior.  The 
flames  were  not  extinguished  until  the  upper  part  of  the 
house  was  nearly  burned  out.  A  shocking  sight  then 
presented  itself.  Under  the  remains  of  a  bedstead,  in 
one  of  the  upper  rooms,  were  discovered  the  bodies  of 
the  three  children  of  Graham,  one  a  fine  girl  seven  years 
of  age,  and  two  younger  children,  boys.  They  were 
crouched  together  in  a  heap,  burned  dreadfully.  It  is 
presumed  that  one  of  them  had  been  playing  with  lucifer 
matches,  and  had  set  fire  to  the  bed.  There  was  no 
escape  for  the  poor  little  creatures.  The  mother,  who 
had  gone  on  an  errand,  had,  in  order  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  streets,  locked  the  room  door.  The  anguish  of 
the  parents,  on  becoming  acquainted  with  the  melancholy 
fate  of  their  children,  was  very  great. 

A  fatal  Accident  happened  in  the  City  on  the  morning 
of  the  16th  inst.  While  the  numerous  workmen  engaged 
in  rebuilding  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Munt  and  Wood, 
straw-bonnet  makers,  Wood-street,  Cheapside,  were  at 
breakfast,  the  newly-placed  coping  on  the  sixth  and  top 
floor  fell  into  the  street.  Happily  no  one  was  passing 
at  the  time  ;  but  a  poor  carman  belonging  to  Mr.  Lucas, 
the  builder,  who  was  with  his  horse  and  cart  at  the  time 
opposite  the  warehouses,  was  instantly  felled  to  the 
ground  and  killed,  one  of  the  large  pieces  of  stone 
having  fallen  on  him. 

Mr.  George  Curzon,  heir-presumptive  to  the  barony 
of  Scarsdale,  and  cousin  to  Earl  Howe,  was  Killed  by 
a  fall  from  his  horse,  riding  in  Hyde  Park  on  Saturday 
evening,  the  16th.  He  was  taken  to  St.  George's  Hos- 
pital:  Mrs.  Curzon,  his  mother,  arrived  from  Derby  in 
obedience  to  a  telegraphic  message,  in  time  to  see  him 
die  :  but  he  never  recovered  consciousness. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  corporation  of  Dublin  have  taken  a  step  in  the 
Tenant-Right  Movement.  On  the  2nd  inst.  they  waited 
upon  the  lord-lieutenant  with  an  address,  begging  him 
to  use  his  influence  with  the  government  in  order  that 
the  subject  may  be  settled  in  such  a  manner  as  "  to 
give  agricultural  industry  the  same  legal  protection  that 
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is  extended  to  other  industrial  pursuits,"  "  on  a  basis 
consistent  with  recognised  commercial  and  industrial 
principles,"  securing  to  the  owner  of  the  soil  all  his  just 
rights,  and  giving  the  industrious  occupier  a  legal 
guarantee  for  improvements.  Lord  Carlisle  said,  he 
would  not  fail  to  transmit  their  opinions  "  for  the 
consideration  and  encouragement  of  her  Majesty's 
government." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Society  for  Pro- 
moting the  Education  of  the  Poor,  was  held  at  the 
Central  School  Rooms,  Westminster,  on  the  Gth  inst., 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  the  chair.  The  busi- 
ness was  confined  to  the  reception  of  the  report,  the 
re-appointment  of  the  managing  committee,  and  the 
discussion  of  one  resolution.  The  report,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted,  showed  that  since  the  last  report 
the  treasurer  had  been  authorised  to  pay  the  sum  of 
82511.,  voted  by  the  committee  in  aid  of  school  buildings, 
which  have  been  reported  as  finished.  By  this  outlay, 
253  schools,  providing  accommodation  for  29,383 
scholars,  together  with  100  teachers'  residences,  have 
been  completed.  The  number  of  schools  united  to  the 
society  during  the  past  year  has  been  234 ;  making  the 
total  number  of  such  schools  10,436.  It  was  also  stated 
that  900  competent  masters  have  been  sent  out  during 
the  year  from  the  Westminster  Training-School  to  take 
charge  of  schools.  The  receipts  in  the  depositary  during 
the  year  1854  amounted  to  11,970/.  ;  being  an  increase 
of  340/.  over  those  of  the  preceding  year.  It  was  further 
stated,  that  the  sale  of  the  monthly  paper  had  steadily 
increased,  and  now  amounts  to  6000  copies.  The 
.Reverend  Downes  Willis  moved,  that  as  the  inquiry 
regarding  the  withholding  of  the  catechism,  in  schools 
connected  with  the  society,  has  proved  inadequate,  a 
more  efficient  investigation  is  necessary.  The 
Reverend  John  Carnegie,  of  Seaford,  seconded,  and 
Archdeacon  Denison  supported  the  resolution.  But  the 
Bishop  of  London  pointed  out  that  the  inquiry  could 
only  be  made  through  the  bishops ;  and  that  there  were 
no  means  of  compelling  those  who  had  not  inquired  to 
make  an  inquiry.  The  Bishop  of  St.  David's  and  the 
Bishop  of  Gloucester  stated  that  they  had  declined  to 
inquire,  and  must  still  decline.  Several  gentlemen 
pressed  Mr.  Willis  to  withdraw  his  motion,  but  he  per- 
sisted, and  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  anniversary  gathering  of  the  Charity  Children, 
of  the  metropolitan  free  schools,  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral, 
took  place  on  the  7th  inst.  There  were  nearly  5000 
children  present,  ranged  without  crowding,  and  in  ad- 
mirable order,  and  a  congregation  of  15,000  persons 
besides.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Bishop  of 
LlandafF.  It  is  stated  that  this  will  probably  have  been 
the  last  gathering  of  the  charity  children  in  St.  Paul's. 

The  annual  festival  of  the  Artists'  Benevolent  Fund 
was  held  on  the  9th  inst.,  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern, 
the  Earl  of  Harrowby  presiding.  The  company  com- 
prised many  of  our  principal  artists  and  patrons  of  art, 
including  among  others  Sir  C.  Eastlake,  Mr.  C.  Stan- 
field,  Mr.  D.  Roberts,  &c.  The  chairman  in  proposing 
the  chief  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Success  to  the  Artists' 
Benevolent  Fund,"  dwelt  upon  the  advantage  of  the 
institution,  which,  while  it  practised  benevolence,  at 
the  same  time  inculcated  prudence.  During  the  past 
year  the  fund  had  paid  annuities  of  15/.  each  to  fifty- 
two  widows,  and  granted  assistance  to  twenty  ■'nine 
orphans  of  artists  to  the  extent  of  137/.  10*.  In  former 
ages  improvidence  had  been  regarded  as  the  necessary 
accompaniment  and  distinguishing  feature  of  great 
talent ;  but  that  mistake  had  passed  away,  and  pro- 
fessional men  were  upon  the  whole  far  from  improvident. 
Still  the  advantages  might  be  greatly  increased,  and  it 
was  therefore  desirable,  now  that  such  great  endeavours 
were  being  made  to  foster  art  among  all  classes  in  this 
country,  that  the  professors  of  art,  as  well  as  its  patrons, 
should  give  their  assistance  to  an  institution  which  had 
such  peculiar  claims  upon  them.  Mr.  G.  Godwin,  in  re- 
plying to  a  toast  with  which  his  name  was  connected,  said 
he  considered  the  Art  Union  of  London  as  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  artists.  It  had  encouraged  a  taste  for  art,  and 
many  commercial  men  who  commenced  their  career  in 
art  by  gaining  a  prize  in  the  Art  Union  had  been  led  on 
to  become  assiduous  collectors  of  pictures.  The  Art 
Union,  twenty  years  ago,  raised  with  difficulty  400/. ;  it 


now  had  a  steady  annual  income  of  12,000/.  or  13,000/. 
which  was  all  diffused  among  artists.  A  list  of  sub- 
scriptions, exceeding  in  the  aggregate  350/.,  was  read, 
including  100  guineas  from  her  Majesty. 

A  Treasury  warrant  has  appeared  in  the  Gazette, 
repealing  the  existing  regulations  for  the  Postage  of 
Books,  and  issuing  new  ones.  On  and  after  the  11th 
June,  "books,  publications,  or  works  of  literature," 
may  be  sent  by  post  within  the  United  Kingdom  at  the 
following  rates:  every  packet  not  exceeding  four  onnces, 
one  penny  ;  above  four  and  not  exceeding  eight  ounces, 
twopence  ;  above  eight  ounces  and  not  exceeding  one 
pound,  fourpence ;  above  one  pound  and  not  exceeding  one 
pound  and  a  half,  sixpence;  and  so  on,  twopence  for  every 
additional  half-pound.  These  packets  must  not  exceed 
two  feet  in  depth  or  in  width  ;  they  must  be  open  at  the 
sides ;  and  must  be  paid  for  when  posted,  not  in  money, 
but  being  stamped  with  proper  stamps.  If  the  packet 
should  exceed  the  proper  size,  or  contain  any  "  letter," 
it  may  be  detained,  or  given  up,  on  payment  of  double 
the  amount  of  postage  ;  if  it  contain  writing,  not  being 
a  letter,  then  the  difference  between  the  amount  paid 
and  the  amount  to  which  it  is  liable  as  a  book  packet, 
together  with  the  sum  of  fourpence,  shall  be  charged  ; 
if  sufficient  stamps  be  not  affixed,  then  the  difference 
shall  be  charged  together  with  a  further  sum  of  four- 
pence.  If  the  packet  exceed  the  rate  of  postage  to  which 
it  would  have  been  liable  as  a  letter,  no  higher  than  the 
letter  rate  shall  be  chargeable. 

Sir  Joseph  Paxton*  has  propounded  a  magnificent 
plan  of  Railway  Intercommunication  in  the  Metropolis. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of 
commons  on  metropolitan  communications,  he  gave  a 
detailed  account  of  a  scheme  for  facilitating  communi- 
cation from  one  place  to  another  by  the  construction  of 
a  "  boulevard  "  or  "  girdle  "  Railway.  Beginning  near 
the  Royal  Exchange,  he  proposed  to  pass  through 
Cannon-street,  across  the  Thames  by  Southwark-bridge, 
thence  through  the  Borough  to  Lambeth,  crossing  the 
river  again  near  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  through 
Brompton,  by  Gore-house,  through  Kensington-gardens, 
to  the  Great  Western,  the  North  Western,  and  Great 
Northern  stations,  with  a  branch  to  Regent  Circus. 
The  length  would  be  eleven  miles,  and  the  cost 
34,000,000/.  The  trains  would  be  worked  on  the  atmo- 
spheric principle.  The  projector  expressed  a  belief  that 
the  scheme  would  be  remunerative. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  supporters  of  the  SI. 
Saviour's  Soicthwark  Ragged  Schools  was  held  at  the 
school-rooms  on  the  9th  inst.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  John  Vickers,  Esq.,  the  treasurer, 
presided.  The  report  dwelt  upon  the  pitiable  lot  of  the 
children  of  those  who  inhabit  the  courts  and  alleys  of 
the  locality  where  the  society  carries  on  its  operations. 
It  was  mentioned,  as  an  instance  of  the  demoralisation 
in  the  midst  of  which  they  live,  that  one  man  confessed 
he  had  instructed  no  less  than  500  such  children  to  steal. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  source  of  congratulation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Saviour's,  that  there  was  a  place  of 
refuge  for  poor  children.  The  average  attendance 
during  the  winter  months  was  140  to  ISO,  and  in 
summer  110  to  140.  These  children  came  from  the 
lowest  parts  of  the  parish,  and  from  the  very  poorest 
class.  Industrial  classes  of  both  boys  and  men  had  been 
formed,  comprising  tailoring,  shoe-making,  needlework, 
&c.  Some  of  the  boys  were  in  the  shoeblack  brigade, 
wearing  a  yellow  uniform,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  they 
would  receive  as  well  as  deserve  the  patronage  of  the 
inhabitants.  No  less  than  fifty  bibles  had  been  sold  to 
the  scholars.  An  appeal  was  made  to  find  suitable 
situations  for  the  children.  The  receipts  for  the  year 
had  been  122/.  2s.  7c/.,  and  a  balance  of  51.  16s.  6±d  was 
due  to  the  treasurer.  The  report  concluded  with  an 
urgent  request  for  further  support. 

The  meeting  in  behalf  of  the  Brewer's  Court  Ragged 
Schools,  on  the  11th  inst.,  at  which  the  Duke  of  Argyll 
presided,  was  equally  interesting.  These  schools  are  in 
the  densely  populated  neighbourhood  of  Drury-lane. 
The  report  stated  that  the  attendance  at  the  day-schools 
averaged  above  120,  and  at  the  night-schools  30  ;  at  the 
Sabbath  morning-schools  30,  afternoon  70,  and  evening 
36,  making  a  total  of  280.  A  mothers'  meeting  had 
been  opened  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  instruc- 
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tion  in  the  various  household  duties,  management  of 
infants,  &c.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  operations  of 
ragged  schools,  fallen  females  have  been  restored  to 
society,  vagrants  reclaimed,  and  young  criminals  re- 
formed and  placed  in  situations,  or  sent  out  as  emigrants. 
The  schools  were  placed  in  a  neighbourhood  where  the 
need  of  such  operations  was  keenly  felt.  In  connection 
with  the  institution  there  was  a  dispensary,  which  had 
been  most  beneficial  to  the  neighbourhood.  Upwards 
of  8000  prescriptions  had  been  made  up  for  the  poor. 
The  year's  receipts  had  been  106/.  16s.  id.,  which  were 
slightly  exceeded  by  the  expenditure.  The  chairman 
urged  the  necessity  of  increased  efforts  in  aid  of  ragged 
schools,  and  concluded  by  a  warm  appeal  on  behalf  of 
the  institution,  on  whose  behalf  they  had  met. 

The  Working  of  the  Irish  Incumbered  Estates  Act  is 
shown  by  a  summary  of  its  proceedings  just  published, 
compiled  up  to  the  11th  instant.  The  number  of 
estates  sold  has  been  1,622  ;  the  number  of  lots,  8,024  ; 
the  number  of  conveyances  executed,  4,961  ;  the  number 
of  matters  in  which  the  owners  were  bankrupts  or 
insolvents  previous  to  the  presentation  of  the  petition, 
319;  the  number  of  cases  which  had  been  pending 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery  before  being  brought  into  the 
Incumbered  Estates  Court,  1,186.  Of  the  purchases, 
6,67-5  were  Irish,  and  220  English,  Scotch,  or  foreign  ; 
and  the  number  of  acres  purchased  by  these  latter  were 
550,000,  at  a  rate  of  purchase  amounting  to  2,271,010/. 
The  gross  proceeds  of  all  the  sales  were  15,239,570/. ; 
and  the  gross  amount  of  money  yet  distributed  in  cash 
or  stock,  or  of  credits  allowed  to  incumbrancers  who 
were  purchasers,  was  12,760,665/. ;  leaving  a  balance  of 
about  two  millions  and  ;a  half  for  funds  allocated  in 
trust,  or  provisional  credits  not  yet  made  absolute, 
or  cash  and  stock  yet  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
Commissioners  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  The  public  are 
looking  out  with  some  anxiety  to  the  period  when  this 
court,  to  which  Ireland  may  well  be  said  to  owe  its 
regeneration,  will  be  annexed,  or  its  powers  transferred 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery  ;  and  it  has  afforded  very 
general  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Inquiry  have,  in  their  report,  recommended  that  when 
that  annexation  or  transfer  shall  take  place,  the 
officers  who  have  been  trained  into  such  an  efficient 
performance  of  their  duties  in  the  Incumbered  Estates 
Court  shall  still  be  retained  in  the  public  service. 

The  opening  of  the  New  Metropolitan  Cattle-Market 
in  Copenhagen  Fields  took  place  on  the  13th  inst.,  under 
the  immediate  auspices  of  Prince  Albert.  In  replying 
to  the  address  of  the  lord  mayor  and  corporation,  his 
royal  highness  said: — "  I  have  been  much  pleased  by  the 
opportunity  which  your  kind  invitation  has  afforded  me, 
of  seeing  and  admiring  the  great  work  which  you  this 
day  open  to  the  public ;  a  work  which  not  only  deserves 
all  admiration  in  itself,  on  account  of  the  excellence  of 
the  arrangements  and  the  magnificence  of  the  design, 
but  which  will,  I  trust,  be  found  eminently  conducive 
to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  city  of  London.  That 
its  success  will  be  commensurate  with  the  spirit  in  which 
it  has  been  undertaken  and  carried  out,  I  cannot  doubt. 
A  certain  dislocation  of  habits  and  interests  must 
inevitably  attend  the  removal  of  the  great  city  market 
from  the  site  it  has  occupied  for  so  many  centuries,  and 
this  may  possibly  retard  for  the  moment  the  fullest 
development  of  the  undertaking  ;  but  any  opposition 
arising  from  such  causes  will  soon  cease,  and  the  farmers 
will  doubtless  soon  learn  to  appreciate  the  boon  thus 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  London  corporation,  in  the 
increased  facility  which  will  be  afforded  to  them  for  the 
transaction  of  their  business,  and  the  comparative 
security  with  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  bring  up 
and  display  their  valuable  stock  in  the  great  metro- 
politan cattle-market." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  patrons  and  supporters  of 
the  Mesmeric  Infirmary  was  held  at  Willis's  Rooms  on 
the  8th  instant,  and  was  very  numerously  attended. 
Dr.  Elliotson  read  the  report,  which  after  congratu- 
lating the  friends  of  mesmerism  on  the  advance  which 
it  was  making  in  public  estimation,  proceeded  to  men- 
tion that,  during  the  course  of  the  past  year,  247 
patients  had  been  attended  to  at  the  Infirmary,  of  whom 
43  had  been  on  the  books  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  and  the  other  204  had  been  since  admitted.     Of 


these  69  had  been  cured,  9  nearly  cured,  49  improved' 
71  had  discontinued  attendance,  and  41  were  still  under 
treatment.  The  cures  last  year  exceeded  by  27  the 
number  of  those  achieved  in  the  previous  year,  and  it 
was  to  be  remarked  that  the  patients  had  almost  all 
been  treated  in  vain  at  the  public  hospitals,  or  by 
private  practitioners,  before  having  recourse  to  mes- 
merism, and  that  those  who  had  discontinued  attendance 
had  gone  to  the  infirmary  under  the  impression  that 
their  cure  was  to  be  immediate.  Among  the  cases 
cured  were  some  of  St.  Vitus'  dance,  of  neuralgia,  of 
chronic  asthma,'  of  chlorosis,  of  amenorrheca,  of  con- 
tractions of  the  limbs,  of  dropsy,  of  scrofulous  diseases 
of  the  skin,  and  of  inflammation  of  the  brain. 

The  members;  of  the  Royal  Literary  Fund  Society 
met  on  the  16th  to  consider  the  report  of  a  committee 
appointed  some  time  ago  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
applying  for  a  new  charter  extending  the  scope  and 
objects  of  the  corporation.  This  report  recommends 
that  the  Society  should  be  enabled  to  grant  revocable 
annuities,  and  loans  to  distressed  men  of  letters ;  that 
the  Council  should  be  remodelled  ;  that  evening  meetings 
and  conversazioni  should  be  held  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Society,  and  a  library  of  reference  established  :  and  that 
hereafter,  if  the  experiment  succeed,  it  should  be 
developed  into  a  hall  or  college  for  the  honour  of 
literature  and  the  service  of  literary  men.  For  these 
purposes  a  new  charter  is  necessary.  Mr.  Dickens 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  Mr.  Forster 
seconded  the  motion.  A  letter  was  read  from  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  President  of  the  Society, 
intimating  that  if  the  proposals  of  the  report  were 
persisted  in,  he  should  resign.  Mr.  Monckton  Milnes, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Pollock,  moved  an  amendment  on 
Mr.  Dickens'  motion,  to  the  effect  that  as  the  proposed 
changes  would  involve  an  entire  alteration  in  the  nature 
and  intentions  of  the  Society,  and  as  the  Society's 
means  are  inadequate  for  the  attainment  of  those 
purposes,  the  meeting  would  not  recommend  the 
application  for  a  new  charter  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Mr.  Dilke,  Mr.  Dickens,  and  Sir  Edward  Lytton 
advocated  the  recommendations  of  the  report;  while 
they  were  opposed  by  Lord  Stanley  and  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford.  With  regard  to  the  suggestions  respecting 
loans  and  annuities, — to  adopt  which,  it  was  contended, 
no  alteration  of  the  charter  was  required, — Mr.  Bond 
Cabbell,  the  chairman,  said  the  committee  would  give 
them  their  most  serious  consideration.  The  amend- 
ment was  carried,  without  a  formal  division. 

The  thirty-eighth  anniversary  of  the  Royal  Caledonian 
Asylum  was  celebrated  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern  on 
20th  inst. ;  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  in  the  chair.  Eleven 
children  of  Scottish  soldiers  who  have  died  in  the 
Crimea  were  introduced  by  Sir  John  Maxwell.  The 
sum  collected  after  dinner  was  1500/. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Irish  Poor-Law 
Commissioners  is  of  a  very  cheering  character.  In 
every  one  of  the  great  provinces,  the  demand  for  labour 
and  the  wages  of  labour  have  risen  considerably  on  the 
rate  of  last  year.  The  demand  is  described  as  "  un- 
precedentedly  great,  and  "  as  steady  and  increasing." 
"  Money- wages  are  more  generally  paid  than  formerly  " 
in  Munster.  The  improved  circumstances  of  the  poor 
in  Connaught  "  are  apparent  from  their  clothing." 
"  It  is  thus  attested  (says  the  Report),  that  universally 
throughout  Ireland  a  more  continuous  state  of  employ- 
ment of  agricultural  labour  prevails  ;  and  that  wages  of 
Is.  per  day  are  given,  where  formerly  the  rate  was  id., 
6r/.,  or  Sd. ;  while  in  most  parts  of  the  country  a  man's 
wages  reach  Is.  6d.,  2s.,  or  2s.  6d.  per  day  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year.  We  believe  that  to  these  facts 
another  important  element  of  an  improved  condition 
may  be  added.  We  allude  to  the  greatly  increased 
demand  for  the  labour  of  females  and  young  persons  of 
both  sexes ;  which  materially  assists  in  rendering  the 
income  of  an  average  family  more  proportioned  to  their 
physical  wants  than  it  was  formerly,  notwithstanding 
the  present  very  high  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
In  the  period  of  six  years,  from  1849  to  1854,  both  years 
inclusive,  we  have  ascertained  that  considerably  more 
than  200,000  persons  of  both  sexes  have  left  the  work- 
houses of  Ireland,  and  have  not  returned  to  those 
asylums." 
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PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen  and  Prince  Albert,  on  the  16th  instant, 
■visited  the  camp  at  Aldershott;  and,  on  the  19th  they 
inspected  the  military  hospitals  at  Chatham,  showing 
the  greatest  interest  in  the  condition  of  the  wounded 
men,  with  whom  they  frequently  conversed. 

The  Queen  having  discovered  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  children  of  the  domestic  and  other  servants  at 
Buckingham  Palace  are  very  much  neglected  in  the 
matter  of  education,  has  commanded  that  premises  in 
Palace  Street,  Pimlico,  should  be  fitted  up  as  a  school, 
to  be  opened  for  educational  purposes  on  Monday  next. 
Mr.  Charles  Dodd,  a  gentleman  of  tried  ability  in  his 
vocation,  has  been  appointed  master.  The  whole  of 
the  expenses  will  be  defrayed  by  her  Majesty.  The 
number  of  scholars  of  both  sexes  at  present  eligible  for 
admission  is  sixty-six.  An  evening  school  will  also  be 
established  for  such  of  the  elder  children  as  may  be 
prevented  frum  attending  in  the  day-time. 

The  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington  has  built  a 
church  at  Dunham  Masscy,  in  the  parish  of  Bowden, 
Cheshire,  at  a  cost  of  more  than  £10,000,  and  has  also 
endowed  it  with  £100  a  year.  The  Earl's  first  presen- 
tation was  to  the  lleverend  J.  Kingsley,  who  has  been 
curate  of  the  parish  church  for  twenty  years. 

Sir  Hugh  Munro,  of  Foulis,  has  bequeathed  an 
estate  at  Milton,  in  Ross-shire,  worth  £300  a  year,  to 
found  a  school  for  the  education  of  children  of 
tradesmen  of  Perth;  also  £100  for  the  erection  of  a 
school-house. 

Zephaniah  Williams,  the  Newport  Chartist,  who  was 
transported  with  Frost  and  Jones  to  Australia,  has  just 
made  an  accidental  discovery  in  Tasmania  of  a  bed  of 
yellow  coal,  which  bids  fair  to  place  him  among  the 
magnates  of  the  land.  During  the  searches  for  this 
mineral,  a  quantity  of  yellow  shale  was  thrown  aside, 
■which  being  by  chance  brought  in  contact  with  a  lamp, 
burnt  so  freelytas  to  be  with  difficulty  extinguished,  and 
upon  examination  has  proved  to  be  a  very  superior 
coal. 

The  news  of  the  last  American  mail  intimates  that 
Lady  Franklin  is  at  last  resigned  to  the  belief  that  her 
brave  husband  is  no  more:  she  has  requested  that  a 
marble  tablet,  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Sir  John 
and 'his  devoted  companions  of  the  Erebus  and  Terror, 
might  be  taken  by  the  Kane  expedition  and  erected  on 
the  White  Cliff  at  Beechy  Island,  by  the  side  of  that 
commemorating  the  fate  of  Lieutenant  Bellot,  of  the 
Belcher  expedition. 

Mr.  W.  Atherton,  Q.  C,  is  appointed  to  the  office  of 
Judge-Advocate  of  the  Fleet,  as  well  as  counsel  to  the 
Admiralty,  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Phinn, 
appointed  the  permanent  secretary  to  the  board. 

Captain  Fox  Maule  Itarnsay,  of  the  56th  Regiment, 
is  appointed  private  secretary  to  Lord  Panmure,  and  has 
entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  War  Department  in  con- 
junction with  Lord  Gitfard. 

Mr.  Cope,  the  Governor  of  Newgate,  retires  on  an 
allowance  of  500/.  per  annum  for  life. 

Mr.  John  Robert  Godley  has  been  appointed  Director 
General  of  Store*;  Mr.  Thomas  Howell,  of  the  firm  of 
Hayter  and  Howell,  Director-General  of  Contracts ; 
and  Mr.  George  Dalhousie  Ramsay,  nephew  of  Lord 
Panmure,  Assistant  Director-General  of  Army  Clothing. 


Sir  Moses  Montefiore  is  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem, 
intending  to  found  a  large  hospital  there  for  his  co- 
religionists. 

Lord  Palmerston  has  appointed  the  Reverend  H.  G. 
Liddell,  Head  Master  of  Westminster  School,  Dean  of 
Christchurch,  Oxford,  in  succession  to  Dr.  Gaisford. 

Dr.  William  Clark,  of  Wester  Moffat,  has  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  the  munificent 
sum  of  20,000/.,  for  the  erection  and  endowment  of  a 
Free  Theological  College  in  Glasgow,  provided  other 
parties  in  Glasgow  should  provide  a  similar  sum,  so 
that  40,000/.  should  be  immediately  available  for  the 
purpose  in  view.  The  subscriptions  in  Glasgow  towards 
this  second  sum  already  amount  to  14,000/.  and  the 
major  sum  of  40,000/.  may  thus  be  considered  as  secured. 
But  Dr.  Clark's  liberality  docs  not  stop  here  :  he  offers 
to  pay  down  or  secure  an  additional  sum  of  10,000/.  for 
the  same  object,  provided  a  like  sum  of  10,000/.  addi- 
tional should  be  guaranteed  by  responsible  parties 
within  the  next  twelve  months. 

Colonel  Rawlinson  has  arrived  in  London  from 
Bagdad,  having  brought  to  a  close  the  excavations  in 
Assyria  and  Babylonia  which  he  has  been  superintending 
for  the  last  three  years  on  behalf  of  the  trustees  of  the 
British  Museum. 

Meyerbeer  has  arrived  in  London  to  superintend  the 
production  of  "  L'Etoile  du  Nord,"  at  the  Royal 
Italian  Opera. 

(Mutuary  cf  ^ntablr  ?3cr£tm$. 

Dr.  Thomas  Gaisford,  Dean  of  Christchurch,  and  Regius 
Professor  of  Greek  iu  the  University  of  Oxford,  died  on  the 
L'nd  inst.,  in  his  75th  year. 

General  Dubreton,  who  defended  Burgos  in  1S12,  and  pre- 
vented Wellington  from  reaping  the  fruits  of  Salamanca,  died 
at  Versailles  on  the  3rd  inst.  He  was  SS  years  old.  The  Duke 
of  Wellington  paid  him  a  high  compliment.  After  the  peace, 
finding  himself  sitting  next  to  General  Dubreton  at  a  dinner- 
party, the  Duke  said  to  him,  "J'aime  mieux,  General,  vous 
avoir  ;i  cote-  de  moi  que  devant  moi." 

Rear-Admiral  Boxer,  the  harbour-master  at  Balaclava,  has 
died  there  of  cholera. 

The  Baron  de  Bode,  whose  case  has  been  so  frequently 
before  Parliament  and  the  public,  died  on  the  9th  inst.,  at  his 
residence  in  Albert-street,  Mornington-crescent. 

Mr.  Charles  Cochrane,  once  famous  as  a  candidate  for  the 
representation  of  Westminster,  and  well  known  as  the  pro- 
moter of  the  "  street  orderly  "  system,  died  on  the  13th  inst., 
at  his  residence  in  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain.     His  age  was  48. 

Mr.  Arthur  Guinness,  the  head  of  the  Dublin  firm  which 
has  a  world-wide  celebrity  for  its  ' '  stout, "  died  on  the  9th 
inst.,  at  the  age  of  88. 

Madame  Lavalette,  who  assisted  her  husband  to  effect  his 
escape  from  prison  (while  under  sentence  of  death  by  the 
Bourbon  government),  in  conjunction  with  the  aid  rendered 
by  Sir  R.  Wilson,  Hon.  Colonel  Hutcheson,  and  Captain  Bruce, 
has  just  died  in  Paris. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Rose,  G.C.H.,  died  at  Sandhills 
House,  near  Christchurch,  Hants,  on  tho  17th  inst. 

General  the  Earl  of  Carvsfort  died  on  the  16th  inst.,  at  his 
residence,  near  Clifton,  in  his  75th  year. 

General  Alessandro  della  Marmora,  Commander  of  the 
Second  Division  of  the  Sardinian  Corps,  has  died  of  cholera  at 
Kadikoi.  He  had  served  with  distinction  in  the  Piedmontese 
army,  and  was  wounded  on  the  passage  of  the  bridge  of  Goito, 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1S4S.  He  was  in  a  precarious  condition 
of  health  when  he  embarked  for  the  Crimea. 

Robert  Lindley,  the  celebrated  violoncellist,  has  died  at 
Brighton,  aged  S3. 
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The  Colonial  intelligence  of  the  month  has  been 
scanty  and  unimportant. 

There  has  been  a  severe  shock  of  earthquake  in  New 
Zealand.  It  was  chiefly  felt  at  Wellington,  on  the  23rd 
of  January.  Fortunately,  most  of  the  houses  were 
built  of  wood,  and  they  suffered  little  damage  ;  but  the 
Bank  and  Gaol  were  damaged;  the  Council  Chamber 
was  destroyed  ;  and  other  brick-built  edifices  were  thrown 
to  the  ground.  Few  if  any  persons  had  gone  to  bed, 
and  they  had  time  to  snatch  up  their  children  and  run 
out  of  the  houses.  Only  one  life  was  lost — that  of  one 
of  the  earliest  colonists,  Baron  Alzdorf,  who  was  just 
recovering    from    an    attack    of    apoplexy.     Vigorous 


efforts  were  at  once  made  to  clear  away  the  wreck  and 
rebuild  ;  none  deserted  the  town  ;  and  business  soon 
commenced  as  usual. — The  shock  was  felt,  about  the 
same  time,  with  more  or  less  severity,  throughout  the 
island  :  many  chimney  tops  were  thrown  down  ;  much 
property  was  damaged  ;  bridges  were  broken  ;  the  beds 
of  the  rivers  rent  and  ploughed  up ;  rocks  levelled  ; 
roads  barred  by  fallen  trees,  upturned  soil,  deep  cracks, 
and  displaced  boulders.  Four  natives  were  killed  iu  a 
house  at  Wairarapa.  The  worst  part  of  the  coast-road 
to  Wairarapa,  at  the  Muka  Muka  rocks,  became  the 
best;  for  the  beach,  after  the  earthquake,  extended 
beyond  them  above  the  level  of  high-water.     At  Nelson 
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only  those  brick  buildings  were  further  damaged  which 
had  remained   unrepaired  since   1848.     The  shocks  at 


Lyttleton  and  Christchurch  were  severe,  but  no  damage 
is  reported. 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  account  of  the  Siege  Operations  before  Sebastopol, 
in  last  month's  "  Narrative,"  come  down  to  General 
Pelissier's  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  24th  of  May, 
mentioning  the  successful  combat  of  the  preceding  night. 
From  subsequent  accounts  it  appears  that  there  were 
bloody  and  desperate  actions  between  the  French  and  Rus- 
sians on  the  nights  of  the  22nd  and  23rd.  General  Pelissier 
describes  the  objects  of  these  actions  and  relates  their 
circumstances.  "  Since  the  storming,"  he  says,  "  of  the 
Russian  counter-approaches  in  front  of  the  Central 
Bastion,  on  the  night  of  the  2nd  of  May,  and  the  occu- 
pation of  that  important  work  by  our  troops,  the  enemy, 
to  impede  our  progress  and  take  our  attacks  in  flank, 
turned  their  attention  to  the  Quarantine  side,  and 
erected  there  new  lines  of  counter-approach.  They 
formed  the  plan  of  connecting  by  a  gabionnade  the 
ambuscades  at  the  extremity  of  the  bay,  those  of  the 
cemetery,  and  to  connect  the  work  by  a  continuous 
covered  way  with  the  right  lunette  of  the  Central 
Bastion.  In  the  night  between  the  21st  and  22nd,  by 
an  enormous  effort  of  labour,  skilfully  concealed,  they 
commenced  laying  out  that  vast  place  d'armes  so 
threatening  for  our  left  attack,  and  so  convenient  for 
enabling  the  enemy  to  assemble  large  bodies  of  men  and 
make  considerable  sorties."  General  de  Salles,  com- 
manding the  First  Corps,  was  ordered  to  carry  the 
enemy's  position,  and  turn  the  works  against  them- 
selves. For  this  purpose  "  two  attacks  were  organised, 
— one  on  the  ambuscades  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay ;  the 
other  on  the  ambuscades  of  the  cemetery  by  the  south- 
east angle  of  that  enclosure  :  they  were  to  be  simul- 
taneous. After  having  carried  the  new  gabionnades  of 
the  enemy,  the  object  was  to  maintain  ourselves  in 
advance  with  sufficient  solidity  to  protect  the  work  and 
to  transform  the  Russian  work  to  our  own  use.  But 
the  development  of  the  lines  was  immense :  two  suc- 
cessive phases  were  to  be  expected  in  the  action — one  of 
battle,  and  one  oflabour." 

The  enemy  had  determined  by  a  great  effort  to  com- 
plete their  works  in  one  night,  and  they  had  no  fewer 
than  twenty  battalions  on  the  ground."  In  a  few  minutes 
after  nine  in  the  evening,  General  Pate  had  carried  the 
ambuscades  on  the  French  right ;  but  masses  of  Russians 
issuing  from  the  Quarantine  ravine,  joined  in  the  com- 
bat, and  "  disputed  the  ground  with  extraordinary 
obstinacy  ;  "  and  the  most  distant  rifle-pits  were  taken 
and  retaken  five  times.  On  the  left  the  Russians  dis- 
played the  same  tenacity,  but  yielded  at  length  ;  and 
the  French  more  fortunate  than  their  comrades  on  the 
right  solidly  installed  themselves  on  the  ground.  On 
the  next  night  they  carried  the  whole  line.  General 
Pelissier  bears  testimony  to  the  great  use  made  of  the 
artillery  by  General  Le  Bceuf. 

On  the  25th,  "  upon  the  reiterated  demand  of  General 
Osten-Sacken,  a  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted,  and  an 
armistice  concluded  for  carrying  off  the  dead.  We 
handed  over  more  than  1,200  corpses  to  the  enemy. 
This  field  of  slaughter  reminded  us  of  our  old  struggles 
with  the  Russians ;  and,  as  in  those  memorable  times, 
the  honour  of  arms  in  these  bayonet-fights  always  re- 
mained entirely  with  our  infantry." 

The  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  de- 
scribes these  night  battles  of  the  22nd  and  23rd  of  May. 
This  is  the  account  of  the  first  night's  combat,  when 
the  French  attack  was  repulsed  : — "Yesterday  evening 
(22nd),  at  nine  o'clock,  was  fixed  upon  for  the  attempt ; 
500  Chasseurs,  200  of  the  Imperial  Guard,  with  about 
1,200  Zouaves,  were  told  off  as  the  assaulting  party, 
with  a  reserve  of  2,500  men  of  the  Guards  and  Zouaves. 
Everything  was  arranged  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  only 
the  night,  which  was  fine,  clear  and  calm,  seemed 
slightly  against  the  success  of  the  attack — at  least  as  a 
surprise.  The  force  quitted  the  French  trenches  in  two 
strong  columns,  about  500  yards  apart.  The  plan  of 
the  attack  was  to  enter  the  trench  at  its  two  angles,  so 


as  not  only  to  secure  the  advanced  trench  itself,  but  to 
enfilade  and  command  the  flanking  ways  which  led  to 
it.  Mistaking  the  flanking  trench  on  the  left  for  the 
advanced  trench,  the  French  commenced  their  attack  on 
it,  striving  to  close  with  the  bayonet ;  but  the  natural 
difficulties  of  the  ground  with  which  our  allies  had  to 
contend  were  almost  insurmountable.  Broken  masses 
of  stones,  pits,  mounds,  gabions,  and  fascines  cumbered 
the  earth  in  all  directions.  Amidst  these  obstructions 
the  French  Guards  and  Zouaves  got  involved  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  from  the 
enemy,  which  they  were  almost  entirely  unable  to  return. 
Our  allies  fell  in  all  directions,  yet  still  gallantly 
pressing  on,  they  reached  the  breastwork.  At  this  point 
a  series  of  most  desperate  encounters  took  place.  Four 
or  five  times  the  French  crossed  the  breastwork  and  got 
a  strong  footing  in  the  trench  ;  but  the  heavy  file-fire 
which,  from  under  cover  of  the  different  breastworks, 
the  Russians  were  able  to  keep  up,  prevented  their 
retaining  their  conquest.  To  add  still  farther  to  their 
disadvantages,  the  Russian  batteries  had  now  got  their 
precise  range,  and  threw  regular  volleys  of  grape  and 
shell  into  their  ranks.  Nevertheless,  the  assailants  did 
not  abandon  the  attack,  but  despatching  messengers  for 
reinforcements,  continued  their  onset  with  determined 
courage.  Suddenly,  in  the  midst  of  the  melee,  the 
column  which  had  departed  to  the  right,  attracted  by 
the  firing,  now  returned,  and  joining  with  the  reserve 
column  of  upwards  of  2,000  men,  which  had  advanced 
to  support  the  attack,  poured  in  upon  the  advanced 
trench.  Had  this  onset  been  made  with  the  left  column 
an  hour  or  so  sooner,  there  is  no  doubt  it  would  have 
been  completely  successful,  but  as  it  was,  the  continued 
fighting  had  thoroughly  alarmed  the  enemy,  and  strong 
columns  of  their  troops  lined  every  part  of  the  work. 
Nevertheless,  the  attack  was  so  impetuous,  that  the 
French  succeeded,  after  a  close  and  bloody  contest,  in 
getting  a  footing  in  several  parts  of  the  trench,  and 
then  commenced  a  fight  for  its  possession,  such  as  has 
not,  for  ferocity  and  bloodshed,  been  equalled  during 
the  siege.  By  mere  dint  of  bayonetting  and  stabbing, 
the  French  managed  to  clear  the  advanced  trench  of  the 
enemy  and  effect  a  junction  with  the  left  column,  which 
had  maintained  a  footing  in  one  of  the  covering  trenches. 
From  the  latter  point,  however,  they  were  compelled 
to  retire.  The  two  covering  trenches  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  but  the  advanced  cross-trench  the 
French  held  completely.  The  hand-to-hand  struggle 
then  ceased.  The  French  strove  to  throw  up  a  breast- 
work, so  as  to  cover  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
In  this  they  were  unsuccessful.  From  every  point  of 
the  Russian  batteries  commanding  the  trench  a  fire  of 
artillery  was  poured  upon  them  with  such  density  and 
effect,  that  whole  companies  were  swept  away  before  it. 
Still  they  held  their  ground,  though  under  the  fire  of 
the  batteries  they  fell  by  scores.  Strong  parties  of  the 
enemy  occupied  the  covering  trenches,  and  from  their 
position  were  enabled  to  enfilade  the  advanced  trench 
with  a  murderous  fire  of  infantry.  It  was  a  mere 
slaughter  of  the  French.  Twice  driven  to  desperation 
by  the  cross  fire  from  the  trenches,  they  sallied  out  and 
attempted  to  carry  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet; 
but  these  mere  ebullitions  of  valour  were  of  no  avail 
against  the  strong  works  and  well-organised  resistance 
of  the  enemy.  In  both  cases  the  French  were  driven 
back  with  loss,  and  retired  to  the  cross  trench,  where 
they  still  continued  to  melt  away  under  the  devastating 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  It  was  close  on  dawn 
when  a  message  was  sent  to  the  Frencli  general,  inform- 
ing him  that  nearly  half  the  column  had  fallen  in  the 
attempt  to  hold  the  place  ;  that  it  was  a  mere  useless 
waste  of  life,  as  by  daylight  it  would  be  utterly  un- 
tenable. The  answer  was  returned  that  they  were  to 
gather  their  dead  and  wounded  and  retire.  This  they 
accordingly  did   at   about   lour  in   the   morning,  after 
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having  maintained  the  sanguinary  and  unequal  contest 
for  more  than  six  hours,  and  lost,  it  is  said,  the  awful 
number  of  1,300  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  Russian  loss  must  also  have  been  most  severe, 
but  from  the  fact  of  their  men  fighting  entirely  under 
cover,  it  is  not  supposed  to  be  so  heavy  as  that  of  the 
French." 

The  second  and  successful  attack  by  the  French  on 
the  following  night  is  thus  described: — "As  was  anti- 
cipated, the  French  made  another  attack  upon  the 
advanced  trench  last  night  (23rd),  which  was  completely 
successful.  This  time  the  plan  was  better  arranged — 
under  the  immediate  care  of  General  Pelissier  himself, 
who  informed  the  troops  that  if  they  failed  then,  they 
must  attack  again  at  daybreak,  and  continue  to  attack 
until  the  trench  was  in  their  possession.  Three  columns 
— each  3000  strong — were  chosen  for  the  assault,  and 
started  just  as  dusk  was  commencing — two  slightly  in 
advance,  for  the  capture  of  the  covering  trenches  on 
each  side,  and  the  centre  column  for  the  trench  itself. 
In  spite  of  all  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  the  right  and 
left  columns  closed  with  the  covering  trenches  before 
they  were  discovered,  and  instantly  attacked  them. 
For  a  moment  the  Russians  seemed  bent  on  an  obstinate 
resistance,  but  the  attack  at  such  an  early  hour  of  the 
evening  (a  little  after  eight)  evidently  took  them  by 
surprise,  and  after  a  short  struggle  both  trenches  were 
captured,  the  enemy  flying  in  all  directions.  Numbers 
of  them  were  shot  and  bayonetted  on  the  spot.  Almost 
at  the  same  time  the  centre  column  attacked  the  cross 
trench  ;  but  here  the  enemy,  being  prepared  and  in 
greater  force,  a  desperate  contest  took  place,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  about  twenty  minutes'  hard  fighting  that 
the  French  were  enabled  to  get  possession  of  it.  As  its 
defenders  retired  they  were  completely  decimated  by  the 
cross-fire  to  which  they  were  exposed  from  the  French 
in  the  covering  trenches.  The  instant  that  possession 
was  obtained,  half  the  troops  were  set  to  work  to  re- 
move the  gabions  and  breastwork  from  one  side  of  the 
trench  to  the  other,  so  as  to  shelter  the  assailants  from 
the  fire  of  the  batteries,  while  the  remainder,  formed 
into  two  strong  columns,  advanced  to  attack  the  Russian 
soldiers  who  had  been  driven  from  the  position,  and 
who  were  halted  at  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  evi- 
dently waiting  for  reinforcements  to  attempt  a  re-capture. 
Upon  these  the  French  rapidly  advanced,  and  the  Rus- 
sians, though  inferior  in  numbers,  did  not  decline  the 
contest.  As  our  allies  came  on,  the  enemy  deployed 
and  received  them  with  a  smart  file-fire,  to  which  the 
French  never  returned  a  shot  until  within  pistol  range, 
when  they,  too,  deployed,  and  firing  one  heavy  volley, 
charged  with  the  bayonet.  The  Russians  fell  into  con- 
fusion, and,  as  I  am  informed,  after  shouting  for  a  few 
minutes,  threw  away  their  arms  and  fled,  the  great  mass 
of  them  keeping  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  the 
cemetery,  which  lies  outside  the  town,  on  the  left  of  the 
Redan.  The  French,  who  were  now  thoroughly  roused, 
and  bent  upon  revenge,  followed  them  closely,  and 
bayonetted  the  fugitives  by  dozens.  No  quarter  was 
asked  or  given.  In  this  manner  our  allies  pursued  them 
for  nearly  half  a  mile,  till  both  Russians  and  French 
arrived  at  a  deep  trench  and  breastwork  on  the  left  of 
the  Redan,  beneath  the  Garden  Battery.  Into  this  the 
flying  enemy  scrambled,  and  the  French  after  them.  A 
strong  force  of  Russians  seemed  to  hold  this  trench,  but 
they  appeared  perfectly  panic-stricken  by  the  flight  of 
their  comrades,  and  after  discharging  their  muskets  in 
an  irregular  fusillade,  fled  with  the  rest,  leaving  the 
French  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  second  trench. 
At  this  point  the  commander  of  the  French  columns 
wisely  called  a  halt.  They  had  already  penetrated  into 
the  enemy's  lines  further  than  any  of  the  allies  had 
been  before,  and  to  continue  the  advance  with  such  a 
small  force,  and  without  support,  would  have  been  mere 
madness.  As  it  was,  they  might  have  had  great  difficulty 
in  effecting  their  retreat.  A  hasty  examination  was 
made  of  the  trench,  and  one  of  the  soldiers,  who  had  ad- 
vanced further  than  the  rest  up  the  parallel  on  the  right, 
came  running  back,  and  reported  that  there  was  a  new 
battery  there.  The  whole  force  instantly  advanced  in 
the  direction  intimated,  and,  truly  enough,  found  that 
in  a  large  obtuse  angle  of  the  breastwork  a  new  battery 
had  been   formed,   and   was    totally    abandoned.       It 


mounted  some  eight  or  ten  heavy  long  guns,  four  mor- 
tars, and  a  number  of  cohorns.  Not  a  moment  was  lost 
in  turning  the  discovery  to  account.  Half  the  force  was 
instantly  formed  out  in  columns,  with  out-pickets  to 
give  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  who  was  now 
momentarily  expected,  and  to  keep  them,  if  possible,  in 
check  till  the  destruction  of  the  battery  was  completed. 
The  rest  of  the  troops,  piling  their  arms,  commenced  the 
work  of  destruction.  The  long  guns  were  instantly 
spiked,  overturned,  the  trunnions  of  the  guns  knocked 
off,  and  the  spokes  of  the  carriage-wheels  chopped  to 
pieces.  Some,  which  were  ships'  guns,  had  their  small 
wooden  wheels  split  up,  and  the  carriages  thrown  over 
the  breastwork.  The  timber-tramways  of  the  guns 
were  levered  up  and  carried  away.  The  mortars  were 
spiked,  their  beds  overturned,  and  the  trunnions  of  two 
knocked  oil".  The  cohorns  were  captured  and  sent  away 
immediately.  But  bad  as  this  was,  it  was  by  no  means 
all  the  mischief  that  was  effected.  Not  more  than  100 
men  were  employed  about  the  guns — the  rest  (upwards 
of  2000)  were  engaged  in  destroying  the  earthwork.  All 
the  gabions  were  dragged  out,  pulled  to  pieces,  and 
their  earth  and  stones  scattered  about.  The  sand-bags 
were  pulled  down  and  cut  in  two,  and  altogether  the 
whole  parapet  of  the  battery  was  levelled  with  the  earth. 
While  this  was  going  on,  all  the  Russian  batteries  had 
opened  and  were  in  full  play,  though  principally  upon 
the  advanced  trenches,  which  had  been  captured  early 
in  the  evening.  In  their  demolition  of  the  battery  the 
French  were  hardly  disturbed  by  a  single  shot.  Large 
masses  of  Russian  infantry  were,  however,  collecting 
near  the  Redan  and  Garden  works,  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  attacking  the  French.  Their  skirmishers 
constantly  advanced,  and  exchanged  shots  with  the 
French  Guards,  but  while  unaware  of  their  strength, 
the  enemy  seemed  by  no  means  desirous  for  a  closer 
contest.  The  French,  who  had  now  accomplished  all 
they  wanted,  and  far  more  than  they  expected  to  ac- 
complish when  they  started,  took  advantage  of  the 
indecision  of  the  enemy  to  retreat,  and  this  they  did 
with  such  rapidity  and  skill  as  to  reach  the  captured 
trench  from  which  they  had  sallied  forth  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man.  The  Russian  fire  upon  the  ad- 
vanced trench  was  then  terrific,  and  continued  so  for 
more  than  an  hour ;  but  the  French  sheltered  them- 
selves with  their  breastwork,  so  that  it  did  but  little 
damage,  and  eventually  the  enemy  discontinued  it  al- 
together. No  attempt  was  made  to  recapture  the 
trenches,  which  still  remain  in  the  hands  of  our  allies. 
In  the  whole  affair  of  last  night  about  400  French  were 
killed  and  wounded ;  the  total  loss  of  the  Russians  is 
supposed  to  be  from  1000  to  1,500  killed  and  wounded, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  were  killed,  as  no  quarter 
was  given.  Nearly  200  Russian  bodies  remain  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  captured  trenches.  The  French 
are  deservedly  proud  of  the  capture  and  destruction 
of  the  battery.  It  is  decidedly  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant and  bloody  affairs  of  the  siege." 

On  the  6th  and  7th  instant  there  was  a  series  of 
bloody  conflicts,  attended  with  successful  results.  A 
despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  dated  the  9th,  gives  an 
account  of  these  actions  : — My  Lord, — I  have  the  great 
satisfaction  of  informing  your  lordship  that  the  assault 
which  was  made  upon  the  Quarries  in  front  of  the 
Redan,  from  our  advanced  parallel  in  the  right  attack, 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant,  was  attended  with 
perfect  success,  and  that  the  brave  men  who  achieved 
this  advantage  with  a  gallantry  and  determination  that 
does  them  infinite  honour,  maintained  themselves  on 
the  ground  they  had  acquired,  notwithstanding  that 
during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  of  yesterday,  the 
enemy  made  repeated  attempts  to  drive  them  out,  each 
attempt  ending  in  failure,  although  supported  by  large 
bodies  of  troops,  and  by  heavy  discharges  of  musketry, 
and  every  species  of  offensive  missile. — The  French  on 
our  right  had  shortly  before  moved  out  of  their  trenches 
and  attacked  the  Ouvrages  Blancs  and  the  Mamelon. 
These  they  carried  .without  the  smallest  check,  and 
their  leading  column  rushed  forward  and  approached 
the  Malakhoff  Tower  ;  but  this  it  had  not  been  in  con- 
templation to  assail,  and  the  troops  were  brought  back 
and  finally  established  in  the  enemy's  works,  from 
which   the  latter   did  not  succeed  in  expelling  them( 
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though  the  fire  of  musketry  and  cannon  -which  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  them  was  tremendous. — I  never 
saw  anything  more  spirited  and  rapid  than  the  advance 
of  our  allies. — I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  best  feeling 
prevails  between  the  two  armies,  and  each  is  proud  of 
and  confident  in  the  gallantry  and  high  military  qualities 
of  the  other. — I  apprised  your  lordship,  by  telegraph. 
on  the  6th,  that  our  batteries  reopened  that  afternoon. 
The  fire  was  kept  up  with  the  greatest  energy  until  the 
day  closed,  when  it  was  confined  to  vertical  fire  ;  but 
the  next  morning  the  guns  resumed  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion, and  the  effect  was  such  that  it  was  determined  by 
General  Pelissier  and  myself,  that  the  time  had  arrived 
for  pushing  our  operations  forward.  Accordingly  soon 
after  six  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  the  signal 
was  given  for  the  assault  of  the  works  I  have  enumerated 
and  the  result  was  most  triumphant. — The  troops 
employed  in  storming  the  Quarries  were  composed  of 
detachments  from  the  Light  and  Second  Divisions,  and 
at  night  they  were  supported  by  the  62nd  regiment. — 
The  command  of  these  troops  was  entrusted  to  Colonel 
Shirley,  of  the  88th,  who  was  acting  as  general  officer  of 
the  trenches  ;  and  he  was  assisted  in  the  arrangements 
and  guided  as  to  the  points  of  attack  and  distribution  of 
the  troops  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tylden,  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  the  directing  engineer  officer  of  the  right 
attack. — Although  nothing  could  be  more  spirited  than 
the  attack  on  the  Quarries,  or  more  creditable  to  every 
officer  and  man  engaged  in  the  operation,  yet  I  cannot 
refrain  from  drawing  your  lordship's  especial  attention 
to  the  energy  and  determination  which  they  all  dis- 
played in  maintaining  and  establishing  themselves  after 
their  first  success  in  them.  They  were  repeatedly 
attacked  during  the  night,  and  again  soon  after  daylight 
on  the  8th,  and  it  was  in  resisting  these  repeated  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
heavy  loss  the  army  has  to  deplore  was  sustained. — 
The  mode  in  which  Colonel  Shirley  conducted  this 
very  arduous  service,  and  carried  out  his  orders, 
entitles  him  to  my  highest  commendations,  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  fololwing  officers, 
who  are  stated  to  have  distinguished  themselves  on  the 
occasion,  viz. :  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  of  the 
90th,  who  commanded  the  storming  party  ;  Major  Mills, 
lloyal  Fusiliers;  Major  Villiers,  47th;  Major  Arm- 
strong, 49th  ;  who  are  all  severely  wounded  ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Maxwell,  of  the  88th  ;  Major  Bayley,  of 
the  same  regiment,  who  was  unfortunately  killed ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Grant,  49th;  Major  Simpson,  of  the 
34th;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnstone,  of  the  33rd  ;  Major 
Herbert,  of  the  23rd  ;  Captain  Lowry,  of  the  47the 
Captain  Turner,  of  the  7th  ;  Captain  Lowndes  of  the 
47th;  Captain  Nason,  of  the  49th;  Captain  Le  Mar- 
chant,  of  the  49th,  who  was  wounded  ;  Captain  Wolsey, 
90th  ;  and  Lieutenants  Chatfield  and  Eustace,  of  the 
49th  ;  and  Palmer,  Irby,  and  Waddilove,  of  the  47th  ; 
and  Captain  Hunter,  47th  ;  and  Lance-Corporal  Quinn, 
47th,  who  took  a  Russian  officer  prisoner  in  the  most 
gallant  manner.  I  also  feel  it  my  duty  to  solicit  your 
lordship's  notice  to  the  eminent  services  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tylden,  of  the  Royal  Engineers;  he  has  been 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  peculiar  duties  from 
the  commencement  of  the  siege,  and  he  has  always  been 
at  hand  to  aid  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  when  they 
have  assaulted  our  trenches.  He  eulogises  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Browne,  of  the  Royal  Engineers.  Lieu- 
tenant Elphinstonc,  of  the  same  corps,  Lieutenant 
Anderson,  96th  Foot  (acting  engineer),  who  is 
wounded ;  and  he  laments  the  death  of  Lieutenant 
Lowry,  RE.,  who  conducted  the  storming  party,  and 
was  afterwards  killed  by  a  cannon  shot.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  frequency  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Russians  to 
regain  possession  of  the  Quarries,  and  the  interruptions 
to  the  work  to  which  these  attacks  gave  rise,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tylden  was  enabled  to  effect  the  lodgment  ar.d 
to  establish  the  communication  with  the  advanced 
parallel,  and  this  redounds  greatly  to  his  credit  and 
that  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  as  the  working 
party ;  and  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Sappers  through- 
out the  operations.  The  exertions  of  the  Royal  Artillery, 
under  Brigadier-General  Dacres,  and  those  of  the  Naval 
Brigade,  under  Captain  Lushington,  R.N.,  in  serving 


the  guns,  cannot  be  too  warmly  commended.  The  accu- 
racy of  their  fire  is  the  theme  of  universal  admiration  ; 
and  the  constancy  with  which  they  applied  themselves 
to  their  arduous  duties  under  all  circumstances,  how- 
ever dangerous,  cannot  be  too  strongly  placed  upon 
record.  It  is  deeply  to  be  lamented  that  this  success 
should  have  entailed  so  heavy  a  loss  as  is  shown  in  the 
accompanying  returns,  which,  however,  are  still  incom- 
plete ;  but  I  have  the  assurance  of  the  principal  medical 
officers  that  many  of  the  wounds  are  slight,  and  that  by 
far  the  greater  portion  of  the  sufferers  are  progressing 
most  favourably.  I  have  just  learnt  that  the  enemy 
have  abandoned  a  work  in  the  rear  of  the  "  Ouvrages 
Blancs,"  which  they  constructed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  month  of  May.  The  French  took  possession  of 
it  on  the  7th,  but  did  not  retain  it.  In  the  other  works 
they  captured  62  pieces  of  artillery,  and  they  have  14 
officers  and  about  400  men  prisoners.  "We  have  a  few 
prisoners,  and  amongst  them  a  captain  of  infantry,  who 
was  wounded,  and  taken  by  Corporal  Quinn,  of  the 
47th  regiment." 

A  second  despatch  of  Lord  Raglan's,  with  respect  to 
the  affair  above  narrated,  encloses  Dr.  Hall's  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  7th  June.  His  lord- 
ship says  that  on  the  Sth  he  visited  the  hospital,  and 
was  much  pleased  with  the  attention  bestowed  by  the 
surgeons,  and  with  the  resignation  of  the  sufferers,  the 
greater  portion  of  whose  injuries  were  such  as  to  war- 
rant a  hope  of  recovery. 

The  nominal  return  of  officers  killed,  from  the  4th  to 
the  7th  June,  inclusive,  is  as  follows  ; — Royal  Engineers 
— Capt.  G.  Dawson,  Lieut.  T.  G.  Lowry.  2d  Battalion, 
1st  Royals— Capt.  B.  H.  E.  Muller.  34th  Foot— Lieut. 
H.  M.  Lawrance.  55th  Foot — Lieut.  R.  J.  T.  Stone. 
62d  Foot— Major  "YV.  F.  Dickson,  Capt.  J.  B.  Forster. 
68th  Foot— Lieut.  J.  Marshall.  88th  Foot— Brevet- 
Major  E.  Bayley,  Capt.  E.  Corbett,  Captain  J.  "VVray, 
Lieut.  E.  H.  Webb. 

The  following  is  the  nominal  return  of  officers 
wounded  on  and  between  the  two  days  above  named : — 
Royal  Artillery — Capt.  M.  Adye,  severely  ;  Capt.  A. 
Gordon,  slightly ;  Lieut.  J.  E.  R.  Keene,  slightly. 
Royal  Engineers — Lieut.  C.  G.  Gordon,  slightly.  3d 
Foot — Capt.  G.  J.  Ambrose,  severely;  Lieut.  H.  A.  A. 
Breedon,  slightly.  7th  Foot— Major  F.  Mills,  slightly  ; 
Capt.  W.  W.  Turner,  slightly  ;  Lieut.  H.  M.  Jones, 
slightly;  Lieut.  L.  J.  F.  Jones,  slightly ;  Lieut.  G.  H. 
Waller,  slightly.  17th  Foot— Lieut.  J.  B.  H.  Boyd, 
slightly.  19th  Foot— Lieut.  E.  W.  Evans,  severely. 
20th  Foot — Lieut,  and  Adjutant  F.  Padield,  severely. 
30th  Foot— Capt.  M.  Pennefather,  severely.  34th  Foot 
—Capt.  J.  Peel,  severely  ;  Capt.  G.  E.  B.  "Westhead, 
severely  ;  Lieut.  T.  H.  Saunders,  severely.  41st  Foot — 
Capt.  F.  H.  Dixon,  slightly.  47th  Foot — Major  J. 
Villiers,  severely ;  Capt.  J.  H.  Lowndes,  severely ; 
Lieut.  J.  J.  C.  Irby,  dangerously.  48th  Foot — Lieut. 
F.  C.  Trent,  slightly.  49th  Foot— Major  J.  W.  Arm- 
strong, severely  ;  Capt.  B.  Le  Marchant,  severely ;  Lieut. 
W.  Young,  severely ;  Lieut.  T.  F.  Eustace,  severely. 
55th  Foot— Lieut.  J.  Scott,  slightly.  02d  Foot— Lieut.- 
Col.  R.  A.  Shearman,  dangerously,  since  dead  ;  Capt. 
W.  L.  Ingall,  slightly.  77th  Foot— Capt.  B.  D.  Gilby, 
slightly  ;  Lieut.  M.  "W.  Dickson,  slightly.  88th  Foot— 
Capt.  E.  G.  Maynard,  severely;  Lieut.  C.  W.  A.  T. 
Kenny,  severely  ;  Lieut.  J.  F.  Grier,  slightly.  _  90th 
Foot — Lieut.  C.  Anderson,  Assistant-Engineer,  slightly. 
97th  Foot — E.  R.  Mackesy,  severely. 

The  above  despatches  relate  chiefly  to  the  attack  on 
the  Quarries  by  the  English  troops  ;  but  graphic  accounts 
of  the  French  attack  on  the  Mamelon,  mentioned  by 
Lord  Raglan,  are  given  by  the  correspondents  of  the 
Times  and  Daily  Kews.  The  French  divisions  assembled 
at  5  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  and  began  their 
march  to  the  advanced  trenches.  One  of  15,000,  was  to 
make  the  attack,  the  other  of  10,000  to  secure  the 
conquered  ground.  "  The  second  division,"  says  one  of 
the  letters,  "  with  General  Camou  at  the  front,  led  the 
way.  About  six  or  seven  hundred  yards  from  the 
entrance  to  the  Karabelnaia  ravine,  the  regiments  were 
halted  ;  and  shortly  afterwards  General  Bosquet  arrived, 
with  his  staff,  and  addressed  a  few  words  to  each 
regiment  in  turn.  By  each,  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
remarks,  the  General  was   greeted  with  loud   cheers. 
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The  order  to  move  forward  was  then  given.  A  battalion 
of  the  Algerian  troops  led  the  way,  marching  in  column 
of  subdivisions.  They  left  behind  their  white  turbans, 
and  wore  only  the  scarlet  fez  ;  their  blue  open  jackets, 
and  blue  vests,  with  yellow  embroidery,  their  trousers 
in  ample  folds,  of  the  same  colour,  contracted  only  at 
the  waist  and  in  the  leg,  where  the  yellow  feather 
greaves  and  white  gaiters  covered  them,  their  bare  necks, 
their  light  elastic  tread,  all  presented  a  perfect  picture 
of  manly  ease  and  activity.  Their  swarthy,  and  in  many 
instances  jet-black  countenances,  beamed  with  excite- 
ment and  delight :  they  gave  vent  to  their  feelings  in 
exclamations  which  only  those  versed  in  African  warfare 
are  familiar  with  ;  and  seemed  with  difficulty  to  restrain 

themselves  to  the  measured  tread  of  the  march 

Altogether,  about  12,000  men  went  by  in  this  division. 
Groups  of  men  belonging  to  the  two  brigades  of  the 
British  Light  Division,  some  fully  equipped,  some  half 
dressed,  for  parading  previous  to  taking  their  part  in  the 
British  right  attack,  ran  and  assembled  on  each  side  of 
the  sloping  hills  forming  the  commencement  of  the 
ravine,  and  greeted  each  regiment  as  it  passed  with  loud 
cheers.  The  French  officers  and  men,  joining  heartily, 
returned  the  salutation.  Soon  after  the  7th  Regi- 
ment had  passed,  a  battalion  of  the  Imperial  Guard 
marched  forward,  apparently  picked  men,  and  followed 
the  attacking  columns. 

"  It  was  a  little  after  five  o'clock  when  the  first 
battalion  of  Chasseurs  passed  down  the  gorge  which  leads 
towards  the  plateau  crowned  by  the  Mamelon.  Just 
about  this  time,  General  Pennefather  arrived  with  his 
staff;  when  the  air  rang  with  hurrahs,  caps  flew  up,  and 
whenever  he  stopped  for  a  moment  he  was  surrounded 
by  the  soldiers,  who  seem  to  love  him  like  a  father.  As 
the  cheering  did  not  cease,  he  winked  as  if  to  ask  them 
to  listen  for  a  moment,  and  then  said,  smiling,  '  Leave 
the  cheering  till  you  have  taken  the  place;'  which  was 
succeeded  by  other  cheers,  and  cries  of  '  We  will  take 
it,'  and  '  Never  fear  us.' 

"  The  French  went  up  the  steep  to  the  Mamelon  in 
most  beautiful  style  and  in  loose  order ;  and  every 
straining  eye  was  upon  their  movements,  which  the  de- 
clining daylight  did  not  throw  out  into  bold  relief.  Still, 
their  figures,  like  light  shadows  flitting  across  the  dun 
barrier  of  earthworks,  were  seen  to  mount  up  unfailingly 
— were  seen  running,  climbing,  scrambling  like  skir- 
mishers up  the  slopes  on  to  the  body  of  the  work,  amid 
a  plunging  fire  from  the  guns,  which,  owing  to  their 
loose  formation,  did  them  as  yet  little  damage.  As  an 
officer  who  saw  Bosquet  wave  them  on  said  at  the 
moment,  '  They  went  in  like  a  clever  pack  of  hounds.' 
In  a  moment  some  of  these  dim  wraiths  shone  out  clear 
against  the  sky.  The  Zouaves  were  upon  the  parapet 
firing  down  into  the  place  from  above ;  the  next 
moment  a  flag  was  up  as  a  raltying  point  and  defiance, 
and  was  seen  to  sway  hither  and  thither,  now  up,  now 
down,  as  the  tide  of  battle  raged  round  it ;  and  now 
like  a  swarm  they  were  in  the  heart  of  the  Mamelon, 
and  a  fierce   hand-to-hand   encounter,   here   with  the 

musket,  there  with  the  bayonet,  was  evident 

Twice  the  B-ussians  made  head  against  the  current ;  for 
they  had  a  large  mass  of  troops  in  reserve,  covered  by 
the  guns  of  the  Bound  Tower.  Twice  they  were  fox-ceil 
back  by  the  on-sweeping  flood  of  French,  who  fought 
as  if  they  had  eyes  upon  them  to  sketch  the  swift  event 
in  detail.  For  ten  minutes  or  so,  the  quick  flash  and 
roll  of  small-arms  had  declared  that  the  uncertain  fight 
waxed  and  waned  inside  the  enclosure.  Then  the  back- 
door, if  one  may  use  a  humble  metaphor,  was  burst 
open.  The  noise  of  the  conflict  went  away  down  the 
descent  on  the  side  towards  the  town,  and  the  arena 
grew  larger.  It  was  apparent  by  the  space  over  which;  the 
battle  spread  the  Russians  had  been  reinforced.  When 
the  higher  ground  again  became  the  scat  of  action — 
when  there  came  the  second  rush  of  the  French  back 
upon  their  supports,  for  the  former  one  was  a  mere 
reflux  or  eddy  of  the  stream — when  rocket  after  rocket 
went  up  ominously  from  the  French  General's  position, 
and  seemed  to  emphasize  by  their  repetition  some  very 
plain  cjmmand — we  began  to  get  nervous.  At  last, 
through  the  twilight,  we  discerned  that  the  French 
were  pouring  in.  After  the  interval  of  doubt,  our  ears 
could  gather  that  the  swell  and  babble  of  the  fight  was 


once  more  rolling  down  the  inner  face  of  the  hill,  and 
that  the  Russians  were  conclusively  beaten.  '  They  are 
well  into  it  this  time,'  says  one  to  another,  handing  over 
the  glass." 

The  desperate  impetuosity  of  the  French  attack  is 
described  in  another  letter.  "The  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  taking  and  securing  the  large  redoubt  on  the 
Mamelon  hill,  but  it  was  not  intended  to  go  further  at  that 
moment.  Such,  however,  was  the  impetuosity  of  the 
troops,  such  the  excitement  of  the  officers  and  men  at 
their  first  success,  that  they  could  not  resist  the  pursuit  of 
the  Russians  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  attempt  to  storm  the 
Malakhoff  itself.  Between  the  Malakhoff  and  Mamelon 
hills  is  a  deep  saddle-like  hollow.  Across  this  saddle, 
dipping  down  towards  the  right  of  the  Malakhoff  hill,  is 
the  ordinary  way  of  communication  between  the  Marine 
suburb  and  Mamelon.  In  this  direction  the  Russian 
troops  took  their  flight,  and  these  and  their  pursuers 
were  soon  lost  to  sight  behind  the  ridge.  But  the  great 
body  of  the  French  troops  moved  straight  across  the 
saddle  and  mounted  the  Malakhoff  hill.  The  Russians, 
aware  of  their  danger,  poured  down  a  heavy  fire  upon 
the  assailants  from  the  batteries,  and  apparently  brought 
field-pieces  so  as  to  take  them  in  flank.  In  spite  of 
these,  the  French  still  mounted,  and  at  last  were  seen 
to  reach  the  abattis  work  drawn  around  the  hill.  So 
short  a  distance  was  this  from  the  lower  tier  of  batteries, 
that  the  Russians  could  no  longer  depress  guns  suffi- 
ciently to  bear  upon  them ;  and,  standing  upon  the 
parapets  they  were  seen  to  throw  large  stones,  besides 
keeping  up  a  heavy  musketry  fire,  against  the  French. 
The  French  had  evidently  met  with  a  difficulty  they 
could  not  conquer ;  they  were  observed  to  be  looking 
on  all  sides  for  an  opportunity  of  advancing,  but  yet 
were  unable  to  move  on.  Presently  a  sudden  sense  of 
their  dangerous  position  seemed  to  seize  them,  and  they 
retired  back  towards  the  Mamelon.  The  Russians  by 
this  time  had  assembled  their  reinforcements  behind 
the  Malakhoff  works,  and  as  the  French  were  moving 
along  the  dip  of  the  saddle  towards  the  Mamelon,  these 
troops  were  seen  to  come  up  in  a  dense  mass,  pouring 
a  heavy  flanking  fire  against  our  allies.  At  the  same 
time  they  came  within  range  of  the  guns  of  the  works 
around  the  Malakhoff  Tower,  (the  Korniloff  Bastion,) 
which,  notwithstanding  the  shower  of  the  shell  and 
rockets  from  our  batteries,  kept  up  a  galling  fire  against 
the  French  as  they  retired.  Some  confusion  ensued  : 
the  Russians  followed  the  French  into  thelvamstchatka 
redoubt,  and  the  latter  were  next  compelled  to  evacuate 
it.  That  was  a  time  of  deep  anxiety  for  all  who  were 
watching  the  engagement.  But  confidence  was  again 
resumed  when  the  French,  who  had  descended  the 
Mamelon  hill,  were  seen  to  be  steadily  reforming  in  the 
Russian  trenches  which  surrounded  its  base.  Up  they 
went  again,  sending  a  shower  of  balls  among  the 
Russians,  who  were  now  in  crowds  covering  the  para- 
pets. The  redoubt  was  fringed  with  smoke  and  flames 
from  the  fire  of  the  Russian  rifles  against  the  French  as 
they  mounted  the  hill,  and  the  hill-side  was  covered 
with  the  fire  of  the  assailants.  It  was  now  a  few 
minutes  before  eight  o'clock  ;  a  dense  bank  of  black 
clouds  rested  on  the  horizon,  and  the  sun  had  just 
sunk  behind  it.  The  Russians  made  for  some  time  a 
gallant  resistance  ;  but  in  vain  ;  as  the  French  mounted 
they  were  seen  to  waver,  and  just  as  the  French  reached 
the  parapets,  they  leaped  down  and  retired.  Our  allies 
were  again  masters  of  the  Mamelon  Vert.  In  vain  the 
shipping  in  the  harbour,  the  guns  from  their  batteries 
on  the  west  side  of  Careening  Bay,  and  some  on  the 
north  side  of  the  roadstead,  tried  to  drive  them  away. 
The  guards  were  thrown  out,  and  the  working  parties 
speedily  set  to  work  to  turn  the  redoubt  against  its  late 
possessors." 

No  event  of  importance  took  place  till  the  18th,  when 
a  combined  attack  was  made  on  the  Redan  and  the 
Malakhoff  Tower,  and  proved  unsuccessful.  No  detailed 
account  of  this  unfortunate  affair  has  as  yet  been  given, 
though  official  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  have  been 
published.  It  appears  that  the  Redan  was  attacked  by 
the  English  and  the  Malakhoff  by  the  French.  The  check 
experienced  by  the  allies  commenced  with  the  springing 
of  a  mine  by  the  Russians  at  a  moment  when  the  assail- 
ing columns  were  on  the  point  of  establishing  themselves 
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■within  the  Russian  lines.  A  considerable  number  of 
Russian  troops  lost  their  lives  -with  the  French  and 
English  by  this  explosion.  In  the  recoil  which  followed, 
our  allies,  pressed  by  force  of  numbers,  receded  to  the 
Mamelon  and  beyond  it,  and  the  Mamelon  batteries 
were  for  a  time  in  the  power  of  the  enemy.  It  was  at 
this  period  that  the  English  suffered  most,  being  exposed 
in  the  position  taken  on  the  7th  to  the  flank  fire  of  the 
guns  on  the  Mamelon.  The  enemy  was  not  suffered  to 
remain  in  this  regained  work,  but  was  attacked  on  the 
same  night  by  the  French,  and  driven  back  to  the 
enceinte,  our  gallant  allies  remaining  masters  of  the 
Mamelon. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  killed  on  the  18th 
of  June;  Major-General  Sir  John  Campbell  ;  Colonel 
Yea,  7th  Regiment;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shadforth, 
57th  Regiment ;  Lieutenant  Meurant,  18th  Regiment; 
Lieutenant  Davies,  38th  Regiment|;  Lieutenant  Ashwin, 
57th  Regiment ;  Lieutenant  Bellow,  33rd  Pu?giment ; 
Captain "Shiffner,  51th  Regiment;  Captain  Robinson, 
34th  Regiment ;  Lieutenant  Hurt,  34th  Regiment ; 
Lieutenant  Alt,  34th  Regiment;  Captain  Forman,  Rifle 
Brigade  ;  Captain  Jesse,  Royal  Engineers  ;  Lieutenant 
Graves,  Royal  Engineers  ;  Lieutenant  Murray,  Royal 
Engineers;  Captain  Fenwick,  44th  Regiment ;  Captain 
the  Hon.  C.  Agar,  44th  Regiment;  Captain  Caulrield, 
44th  Regiment ;  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Hobsun,  7th 
Regiment. 

Wounded  : — Second  Division.  Lieut-Col.  J.  Good- 
win (41st  Foot),  slightly.  Third  Division.  Staff-Com- 
manding 2nd  Brigade — Major-Gen.  William  Eyre,  C.B., 
severely.  4th  Foot — Col.  Cobbe,  severely.  9th  Foot — 
Capt.  F.  Smith,  dangerously,  since  dead  ;  Lieut,  and 
Adjt.  M'Queen,  severely;  and  Lieut.  A.  G.  Douglas, 
slightly.  18th  Foot — Major  J.  Clark  Kennedy,  slightly  ; 
Captains  John  Cormick  and  M.  J.  Heyman — both 
dangerously  ;  and  A.  Armstrong  and  J.  G.  Wilkinson 
— both  slightly  ;  and  Lieuts.  W.  Kemp  and  Fairfax 
Fearnley — both  severely  ;  and  W.  O.  Bryen  Taylor  and 
Charles  Hottaam— both  slightly.  28th  Foot—  Capts.  H. 
R.  C.  Godley  and  J.  D.  Malcom — both  severely  ;  and 
J.  G.  R.  Aplin,  slightly ;  and  Lieut.  F.  Brodigan, 
severely.  38th  Foot— Lieut.-Col.  J.  J.  Lowth;  Capts. 
Hon.  C.  Addington  and  Ludford  Daniel;  and  Lieuts. 
J.  B.  Frensh  and  H.  B.  Feilden — all  severely.  44th 
Foot— Col.  Hon.  A.  Spencer,  slightly;  Capt.  W.  H. 
Mansfield,  dangerously  ;  Lieuts.  J.  Logan  and  T.  O. 
Howurth,  severely.  Fourth  Division.  Staff-Capt.  A. 
Snodgrass  (38th  Foot),  severely;  Lieut.  Image  (21st 
Foot),  slightly.  7th  Foot — Lieut.  Hon.  E.  Fitzclarence, 
dangerously  ;  Major  Pack,  and  Lieuts.  Jones  and  C. 
Malan — all  severely ;  Lieuts.  Lord  R.  Browne,  G.  H. 
Waller,  and  W.  L.  G.  Wright— all  slightly  :  and  Capt. 
F.  Appleyard,  slight  contusion.  20th  Foot — Lieut.-Col. 
Evelegh,  Lieut.  J.  S.  O'Neil,  and  Ensign  F.  G.  Holmes, 
all  slightly.  23rd  Foot — Lieut.-Col.  D.  Lysons,  severely. 
33rd  Foot — Capt.  Quayle,  dangerously;  Lieut.-Col.  J. 
D.  Johnstone  and  Capt.  Thomas  Wickham,  both 
severely;  and  Lieut.-Col.  G.  V.  Mundy  and  Lieut.  J. 
T.  Rogers— both  slightly.  34th  Foot— Capt.  J.Jordan, 
Lieuts.  Harman  and  R.  B.  Clayton — all  severely ;  and 
Capt.  J.  Gwilt  and  Lieut.  F.  Peel— both  slightly.  57th 
Foot — Brevet-Major  Earle,  Capts.  Norman,  Lea,  and 
St.  Clair,  and  Lieuts.  Venables  and  A.  F.  A.  Slade — all 
severely.  88th  Foot — Capt.  G.  R.  Browne,  dangerously. 
1st.  Battalion,  Rifle  Brigade — Lieut.  C.  A.  P.  Boileau, 
severely.  2nd  Battalion,  Rifle  Brigade — Lieuts.  J.  S. 
Knox,  dangerously  ;  F.  Fremantle,  severely.  Royal 
Artillery — Second-Capt.  W.  J.  Williams,  slightly. 
Royal  Engineers — Lieut.-Col.  R.  Tylden,  severely ; 
Major-General  Harry  Jones,  and  Brevet-Major  and 
Brigade-Major  E.  F.  Bouchier — both  slightly.  Missing. 
7th  Foot— Lieut.  N.  D.  Robinson.  33rd  Foot— Lieut. 
Heyland. 

The  loss  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  is 
stated  to  be;  killed.  144;  wounded,  1058;  miss- 
ing, 150. 

The  latest  intelligence  is  contained  in  the  two  follow- 
ing telegraphic  despatches,  received  by  the  Minister  of 
War  from  General  Pelissier  ; — "  June  19. — The  besieged, 
notwithstanding  our  failure  of  yesterday,  which  they 
will  doubtless  exaggerate  considerably,  grew  alarmed 
last  night,  and  for  a  long  time  they  kept  up  a  fire  from 


all  their  guns  at   empty  space.     To-day,  at  4  o'clock, 
there  was  an  armistice  for  burying  the  dead. 

"  June  20. — The  besieged,  riosely  pressed  on  the  side  of 
the  Central  Ravine,  are  setting  fire  to  the  little 
faubourg  at  the  extremity  of  the  southern  port.  We 
are  erecting  batteries  with  guns  of  heavy  calibre  on  the 
works  captured  on  the  7th  of  Juue,  which  threaten 
more  directly  the  great  port." 


The  accounts  from  the  Crimea  in  last  month's  "  Narra- 
tive "  came  down  to  the  landing  of  the  expedition  of  the 
allied  forces  at  Kertch  without  opposition.  The  details 
of  this  event,  and  of  the  subsequent  important  successes  of 
the  expedition,  are  given  in  despatches  from  the  English 
and  French  commanders  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  ; 
Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  Admiral  Bruat,  Sir  George  Brown, 
and  General  Autemarre.  From  these  we  learn,  that 
the  land  force  consisted  of  fifteen  thousand  men  and  five 
batteries  of  artillery  ;  the  naval  force,  of  thirty-three 
English  and  nearly  as  many  French  ships  of  war,  with 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  transports.  The  British 
force  was  composed  of  the  Highland  Brigade  and  fifty 
men  of  the  8th  Hussars  ;  the  rest  were  French  and 
Turks.  They  landed  on  the  24th  May,  at  Kamiesch 
Bournu,  a  few  miles  south  of  Kertch,  and  experienced 
no  resistance.  One  after  another  the  Russians  blew  up 
their  forts;  and  Admiral  Bruat  estimates  the  quantity  of 
powder  burnt  in  the  different  explosions  at  100,000 
kilogrammes.  The  explosion  of  nearly  a  third  of  that 
amount  at  Yenikale  was  felt,  he  says,  ten  miles  out  at  sea. 

Admiral  Lyons  relates  an,  incident  that  called  forth 
the  admiration  of  both  fleets,  and  deserves  to  be  particu- 
larly mentioned: — "Lieutenant  M'Killop,  whose  gun- 
vessel,  the  Snake,  was  not  employed  like  the  others  in 
landing  troops,  dashed  past  the  forts  after  an  enemy's 
steamer ;  and,  although  he  soon  found  himself  engaged 
not  only  with  her  but  also  with  two  others  who  came 
to  her  support,  he  persevered,  and  by  the  cleverness  and 
extreme  rapidity  of  his  manoeuvres,  prevented  the  escape 
of  all  three,  and  they  were  consequently  destroyed  by 
the  enemy ;  and  the  Snake  had  not  a  man  hurt,  though 
shot  passed  through  the  vessel." 

Admiral  Bruat  also  notices  this  act  of  gallantry : — 
"  Shortly  afterwards,  an  English  gun-boat,  of  a  light 
draft  of  water,  made  for  Yenikale,  to  cut  out  a  Russian 
steamer  which  had  left  Kertch  and  was  trying  to 
gain  the  Sea  of  Azoff.  A  sharp  encounter  soon 
commenced  between  the  two  vessels,  in  which  the 
batteries  of  Yenikale  took  part.  I  ordered  the  Fulton 
to  proceed  to  hasten  to  the  aid  of  the  gunboat  ; 
which  arrived  with  all  speed  at  the  scene  of  combat, 
and  had  to  withstand  a  very  heavy  fire.  I  ordered 
the  Megere  to  support  her,  and  Admiral  Lyons  on 
his  part  also  ordered  succour  to  be  given  to  the  gun- 
boat. Nevertheless,  the  enemy's  steamer  which  we 
knew  had  the  treasury  of  Kertch  on  board,  escaped, 
leaving  in  our  hands  two  barges  containing  precious 
objects  and  a  portion  of  the  military  and  civil  archives. 
But  the  confusion  of  the  Russians,  attacked  unex- 
pectedly by  land  and  sea,  became  so  great  that  they 
soon  relinquished  all  thoughts  of  further  resistance,  and 
did  not  even  take  care  to  remove  the  wounded  from 
Sebastopol  who  were  in  the  hospital  of  the  citadel." 

Sir  George  Brown  and  General  d'Autemarre  de- 
scribe the  landing  of  the  troops  and  their  subsequent 
proceedings.  It  appears  that  the  large  ships  could  not 
get  within  three  miles,  and  the  transports  only  with- 
in two  miles  of  the  point  of  the  coast  selected  for 
a  landing.  The  troops  were  conveyed  to  the  beach 
in  boats,  towed  by  small  steamers,  whose  guns  covered 
the  disembarkation.  At  ten  o'clock  the  first  soldiers 
stepped  ashore,  and,  occupying  a  rising  ground  near 
a  salt  marsh,  covered  the  disembarkation  of  the  re- 
mainder. It  was  soon  after  the  landing  of  the  first 
men  of  the  force  that  the  Russians  began  to  blow 
up  their  batteries  and  retire ;  and  before  night  all 
the  batteries  between  Kamiesch  Bournu  and  Kertch 
were  blown  up.  Sir  George  Brown  was  precluded  from 
advancing,  because  most  of  the  Turkish  troops  and 
artillery  had  not  landed.  He  therefore  encamped  for 
the  night,  in  the  best  position  he  could,  but  exposed  to 
the  attacks  of  any  adventurous  Cossacks  who  might  be 
disposed   to   do   mischief.     When  the  morning   broke, 


June,  1S55.] 


FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


141 


there  still  remained  much  to  be  done  in  the  way  of 
debarkation  ;  but  Sir  George  strongly  felt  the  necessity 
of  moving,  and  at  six  in  the  morning  the  troops  began 
their  march  on  Kertch  and  Yenikale.  "  The  town  of 
Kertch,"  he  says,  "  is  clean,  and  remarkably  well  built, 
and  the  troops  passed  through  it  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  and  without  the  slightest  disorder.  Subse- 
quently the  day  became  excessively  hot ;  and,  the  march 
being  a  long  one,  the  men  suffered  greatly  from  fatigue 
and  want  of  water,  which  was  only  to  be  found  at  occa- 
sional wells.  We  managed  to  get  in  here  [Yenikale], 
however,  by  one  o'clock ;  where  we  were  soon  after 
visited  by  the  three  admirals,  and  found  a  large  squadron 
of  small  steamers  and  gun-boats,  ready  to  proceed  into 
the  sea  of  Azoff,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lyons, 
of  the  Miranda." 

From  a  despatch  written  by  General  d'Autemarre  on 
the  29th  of  May,  we  learn  that  the  forces  of  the  allies 
were  intrenched  both  at  Kertch  and  at  Yenikale.  At 
Kertch  the  French  general  had  encamped  his  men  in 
a  good  position  ;  the  approaches  of  which  were  de- 
fended nearly  on  all  sides  by  natural  obstacles  difficult 
to  be  overcome,  and  he  proposed  strengthening  them 
still  more.  According  toSir  Edmund  Lyons,  Sir  George 
Brown  confidently  expected  that  Yenikale  would  be  in 
such  a  state  of  defence  as  would  justify  hirn  in  leaving 
it  in  charge  of  the  Turks  ;  so  that  the  British  and 
French  troops  might  be  at  liberty  to  reduce,  Anapa  and 
Soujak  Kale.  General  d'Autemarro's  despatch  gives 
information  of  great  interest : — "  Among  the  establish- 
ments we  have  been  able  to  preserve,  is  the  military 
hospital.  It  is  capable  of  containing  from  100  to  150 
sick.  This  hospital  consisted  of  three  buildings  con- 
nected with  each  other;  two  of  them  were  destroyed 
either  by  fire  or  by  the  explosion  of  the  batteries. 
These  buildings  could  easily  have  contained  350  or  400 
sick.  We  found  in  the  hospital  30  Russians,  nearly  all 
of  them  wounded  at  Sebastopol.  In  the  neighbouring 
villages  a  great  number  had  been  billeted  upon  the 
inhabitants,  and  were  visited  by  the  army  surgeons. 
One  of  these  surgeons,  a  Saxon  by  birth,  repaired  to  my 
head-quarters  on  the  very  evening  of  my  arrival.  He 
is  employed,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  of  the 
ambulances,  to  attend  to  the  Russian  wounded  in  our 
hands.  This  officer  has  assured  me  that  General 
Wrangel  had  recently  received  orders  from  Prince 
Gortschakoff  to  prepare  places  for  10,000  to  15,000 
wounded.  The  peninsula  of  Yenikale  otters  consider- 
able resources  in  forage  and  cattle  :  although  I  have 
no  cavalry,  I  was  able  to  capture  250  oxen  and  as  many 
sheep,  which  will  serve  to  feed  the  division  during  my 
sojourn  here.  I  ordered  the  oxen  to  be  distributed  be- 
tween the  French  and  English  squadrons.  General 
Brown,  who  has  been  reinforced  by  50  Hussars,  pur- 
poses carrying  off  the  flocks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place. 
The  town  of  Kertch  is  very  rich.  I  think  advantageous 
markets  for  the  army  might  be  established  there.  The 
population  is  industrious  and  given  to  trade,  and  has 
nearly  all  remained.  That  of  Yenikale,  on  the  contrary, 
followed  the  garrison.  Forty  families  returned  yester- 
day [the  28th  of  May].  The  number  of  troops  intrusted 
with  the  defence  of  the  peninsula  may  be  estimated 
at  6,000  men.  General  Wrangel,  who  commanded 
them,  had  repeatedly  asked  for  reinforcements.  A  letter 
from  Prince  Gortschakoff  which  has  fallen  into  our 
hands,  informs  the  general,  that  not  only  will  he  not 
receive  the  reinforcements  demanded,  but  that  he  must 
send  in  all  his  cavalry  to  Sebastopol.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  the  division  is  excellent ;  I  have  very  few 
sick.  The  soldiers  are  in  excellent  spirits,  full  of  ardour 
and  good-humour." 

On  the  25th  May,  Sir  Edmund  Lyons  in  the  Banshee, 
and  Admiral  Biuat  in  the  Laplace,  accompanied  the 
steam  flotilla  of  fourteen  English  and  five  French 
vessels  into  the  Sea  of  Azoff,  and  despatched  them  on  a 
cruise  under  Captain  Lyons  in  the  Miranda.  Captain 
Lyons  gives  details  of  his  operations.  He  says  : — "  On 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  we  arrived  off  Arabat,  and 
engaged  the  fort  (mounting  30  guns)  for  an  hour  and  a 
half ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  a  shell  blew  up  the 
enemy's  magazine.  The  ships  having  been  ordered 
to  keep  at  shell-range,  and  being  well  handled,  had 
only  one  casualty,    the  chief  engineer  of  the    Medina 


being  slightly  wounded  by  a  splinter  ;  the  French 
senior  officer's  ship  received  two  shots  in  the  hull,  but 
fortunately  no  one  was  hurt.  The  enemy  must  have 
lost  many  men,  from  the  precision  with  which  the 
shells  burst  in  his  works,  independently  of  that  caused 
by  the  explosion. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  the  flotilla  arrived  off 
Genitchi,  and  joined  the  Swallow  and  Wrangler,  which 
had  been  watching  the  straits  during  the  absence  of  the 
flotilla  at  Arabat.  Seventy-three  vessels  had  passed  the 
straits,  "  which  are  only  fifty  yards  wide,  and  are  com- 
manded by  the  low  cliffs  on  which  the  town  is  built, 
and  were  moored  inside  under  the  cliff."  Captain 
Lyons  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  and  demanded  the 
surrender  of  the  vessels,  stores  of  corn,  and  government 
property  ;  promising  to  respect  the  town  and  private 
property.  The  Russians  declined  to  comply  with  these 
terms  ;  and  drew  up  six  field-pieces,  200  Cossacks,  and 
a  battalion  of  infantry.  Three  hours  were  given  for  a 
re-consideration  of  the  refusal  ;  and  that  time  having 
elapsed,  the  steamers  placed  as  near  as  the  depth  of 
water  would  allow,  bombarded  the  town  at  long  range, 
so  effectually  that  the  boats,  under  Lieutenant  Mac- 
kenzie, got  safely  through  the  passage,  set  fire  to  the 
ships,  and  returned  without  accident.  "The  wind 
having  shifted  about  two  hours  after  the  boats  came  off, 
some  of  the  corn-stores  did  not  catch  fire.  Conceiving 
the  destruction  of  this  corn,  as  well  as  of  some  more 
distant  vessels  in  so  favourable  a  position  for  supplying 
the  Russian  armies  in  the  Crimea  to  be  of  the  utmost 
importance,  I  sent  the  boats  again,  commanded  and 
officered  as  before ;  although  I  was  aware  that,  from 
the  enemy  having  had  time  to  make  preparations,  it 
would  be  a  hazardous  enterprise.  The  ships  accordingly 
resumed  their  fire  upon  the  town,  and  the  boats  pro- 
ceeded. Lieutenant  Cecil  W.  Buckley,  of  this  ship, 
Lieutenant  Hugh  T.  Burgoyne,  of  the  Swallow,  and 
Mr.  John  Roberts,  gunner  of  the  Ardent,  volunteered 
to  land  alone  and  fire  the  stores.  This  offer  I  accepted, 
knowing  the  eminent  risk  there  would  be  in  landing  a 
party  in  presence  of  such  a  superior  force,  and  out  of 
gunshot  of  the  ships.  This  very  dangerous  service 
they  most  gallantly  performed,  narrowly  escaping  the 
Cossacks,  who  all  but  cut  them  off  from  their  boat.  At 
the  same  time,  Lieutenant  Mackenzie  pushed  on  and 
burnt  the  remaining  vessels  ;  the  enemy  opening  a  fire 
from  four  field-guns  and  musketry  placed  within  point 
blank  range  of  the  boats.  Everything  being  now 
effectually  accomplished,  the  boats  returned.  Although 
several  of  them  were  struck  with  grape  and  case  shot, 
most  fortunately  only  one  man  was  slightly  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Mackenzie  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the 
coolness  and  excellent  behaviour  of  all  employed  under 
his  orders :  and  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  bring  to 
your  notice  the  conspicuous  merit  of  Lieutenant  Mac- 
kenzie himself  on  this  occasion,  when  more  that  ninety 
vessels,  and  also  corn  for  the  Russian  army  of  the  value 
of  100,000^.,  were  destroyed,  owing  to  his  gallantry  and 
ability,  with  so  trifling  a  loss  as  one  man  slightly 
wounded." 

Subsequently,  as  the  telegraph  informs  us,  Captain 
Lyons  visited  on  the  3rd,  5th,  and  6th  J  une,  Mariopol, 
Taganrog,  and  Ghiesk,  and  destroyed  all  they  could.  At 
Taganrog  thc-y  were  opposed  by  3500  men  ;  but  only  one 
of  our  men  was  wounded. 

One  of  the  immediate  effects  of  the  expedition  to  the 
Sea  of  Azoff  is  very  remarkable — the  Russians  have 
abandoned  the  important  fortress  of  Anapa,  and  re- 
treated across  the  Kuban,  while  the  Circassians  are  in 
possession  of  this  last  stronghold  of  Russian  power  on 
their  coast. 

Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  writing  on  the  2nd  of  June,  thus 
estimates  the  prizes  of  the  expedition  up  to  that  time  : 
— "  It  now  appears  that  more  than  one  hundred  guns 
have  fallen  into  our  hands  in  the  different  sea  defences, 
many  of  them  of  heavy  calibre,  and  remarkably  well 
cast.  Those  which  may  not  be  required  for  the  land 
defences  which  the  allied  armies  are  now  constructing 
will  be  shipped  and  sent  to  England  and  France.  It 
has  been  ascertained  from  the  custom-house  returns, 
that  the  enemy,  on  evacuating  Kertch,  on  the  24th 
ultimo,  destroyed  4,166,000  pounds  of  corn  and  508,000 
pounds  of  flour.     This   quantity,  taken  together  with 
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what  has  been  destroyed  by  the  allied  squadrons  in  the 
Sea  of  Azof}',  comprises  nearly  four  months'  rations  for 
an  army  of  100,000  men  ;  and  it  seems  that  shortly 
before  our  arrival  the  enemy  had  commenced  sending 
towards  Sebastopol  daily  convoys  of  about  1500  waggons, 
each  containing  half-a-ton  weight  of  grain  or  flour." 

The  latest  accoxmts  of  the  expedition  are  contained  in 
a  despatch  from  Lord  Raglan,  dated  12th  inst.,  "  My 
Lord, — In  my  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  I  informed 
your  lordship  that  the  Russians  had  evacuated  Soujak 
Kale  on  the  28th  May.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to 
acquaint  you  that  they  withdrew  from  Anapa  on  the  5th 
instant,  and  thus  they  have  abandoned  their  last  strong- 
hold on  the  coast  of  Circassia.  Intelligence  of  this 
event  was  brought  to  Sir  E.  Lyons  by  Captain  Hughes, 
■who,  in  his  zealous  endeavour  to  give  the  Admiral  the 
earliest  intimation  of  it,  went  from  Soujak  to  Kertch 
in  an  open  boat,  and  on  passing  Anapa,  observed  it 
was  burning,  it  having  been  set  on  fire  by  the  Circas- 
sians. Captain  Hughes,  who  arrived  here  yesterday, 
entartains  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  have  retired  across 
the  Kouban.  Tlie  abandonment  of  Anapa  is  one  of  the 
fruits  of  the  attack  and  capture  of  Kertch,  and  of  the 
brilliant  operations  of  the  allied  naval  forces  in  the  Sea 
of  Azoff,  where  no  flag  now  flies  but  that  of  England 
and  France.  The  Alma  has  returned  from  Kertch, 
having  on  board  the  72nd  and  63rd,  whose  services 
ceased  to  be  required  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
Anapa  had  been  abandoned." 


The  utmost  horror  and  indignation  have  been  excited 
by  the  news  of  an  atrocious  Massacre  of  an  English 
Boat's  Creic  bearing  a  Flag  of  Truce,  who  landed  at 
Hango  in  the  Baltic,  for  the  purpose  of  liberating 
several  prisoners.  The  first  intelligence  of  this  deed, 
contained  in  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Admiral 
Dundas,  was  read  in  the  Hoxise  of  Commons  by  Sir  C. 
Wood  on  Monday  evening  the  18th  instant.  Further 
particulars  are  given  in  a  more  detailed  dispatch  from 
Admiral  Dundas,  and  private  letters. 

It  appears  that  the  Cossack  and  the  Esk,  cruising  off 
Hango,  discovered  several  boats  of  the  kind  employed 
ostensibly  in  conveying  wood  to  Cronstadt ;  and  the 
armed  boats  of  both  ships  were  sent  in  to  take  and 
destroy  them.  This  they  accomplished,  capturing  also 
three  prisoners.  The  Admiral  directed  that  the  prisoners 
should  be  set>t  liberty.  With  them  the  Cossack  carried 
four  other  prisoners,  taken  by  the  Magicienne ;  and 
proceeded  to  Hango  Head,  where  the  men  desired  to  be 
landed.  On  the  5th  of  June,  having  perfect  confidence 
that  a  boat  protected  by  a  flag  of  truce  would  not  be 
molested,  Captain  Fanshawe  despatched  the  prisoners  in 
the  cutter,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Geneste.  Besides 
the  boat's  crew  and  the  prisoners,  the  officers'  stewards, 
and  the  surgeon  of  the  Cossack,  Mr.  Easton,  were  also 
allowed  to  go.  The  Cossack  did  not  run  in  to  cover  the 
boat,  as  her  captain  believed  that  "  it  was  in  accordance 
with  usage  that  the  ship  should  stay  out  of  gunshot  on 
such  an  occasion."  The  cutter  was  seen  from  the  ship 
to  near  the  shore  with  the  white  flag  flying,  until  it 
disappeared  behind  a  rocky  island.  No  blank  guns 
were  fired,  no  demonstrations  were  made  which  could 
be  considered  hostile.  The  officer  in  charge  was  not  to 
suffer  any  one  to  stray  from  the  boat ;  but,  should  it 
occasion  no  detention,  the  stewards  were  to  be  allowed 
to  buy  any  provisions  that  might  be  ottered.  The 
course  of  the  boat  was  in  full  view  of  the  telegraph 
station  ;  so  that  the  enemy  had  ample  time  to  warn  off 
the  boat  had  he  seen  fit  to  do  so.  The  cutter  disap- 
peared, and  did  not  return.  Alarmed  by  her  absence, 
Captain  Fanshawe  sent  the  gig  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay.  Evening  came,  and 
neither  of  the  boats  returned  ;  and  the  Cossack  and  the 
Esk  anchored  in  the  inner  roads.  About  half-past 
eight,  the  gig  came  in,  and  reported  that  the  cutter  had 
been  seen  hauled  within  a  small  jetty,  and  containing 
the  dead  bodies  of  two  or  three  of  her  crew.  Hearing 
this,  it  was  determined  to  take  the  ships  closer  in  ;  but 
before  they  could  weigh,  the  cutter  was  seen  to  move 
from  the  jetty,  sculled  by  one  man  at  the  stern.  A  boat 
instantly  went  to  her  aid;  and  when  she  was  brought 
in,  four  dead  bodies  were  found  in  her,  riddled  with 
musket-balls.     The   "  one "   man  yet   alive   was  John 


Brown.  He  was  dangerously  wounded  with  a  shot 
through  the  fore-arm,  and  a  bullet  in  the  shoulder.  It 
is  from  his  lips  that  we  obtain  the  particulars  of  the 
massacre.  As  the  boat  approached  the  landing-place, 
only  one  man  appeared,  and  he  ran  away ;  so  that 
Lieutenant  Geneste  had  no  kind  of  warning.  The 
officers  and  prisoners  stepped  ashore,  and  landed  the 
baggage.  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  some  three 
hundred  soldiers  suddenly  appeared,  and  began  firing 
at  the  officers  and  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Geneste  waved 
the  white  flag,  and  called  out  "  Flag  of  truce  !  "  an  old 
Finn  did  the  same,  using  their  own  language.  The 
leader  of  the  gang,  in  tolerable  English,  replied — "  We 
don't  care  a  damn  for  flags  of  truce ;  we  will  show  how 
Russians  fight ;  "  and  instantly  a  volley  of  musketry 
laid  the  officers  and  prisoners  low  on  the  jetty.  The 
ruffians,  yelling  fiercely,  next  fired  into  the  boat  at 
fifteen  paces,  until  every  man  was  down.  They  then 
jumped  in,  turned  over  the  bodies  to  get  out  the  arms, 
bayonetted  those  still  alive,  and  flung  some  overboard. 
To  show  the  relentless  character  of  the  butchery,  Cap- 
tain Fanshawe  mentions  that  "  the  body  of  one  of  the 
men  found  dead  in  the  boat,  had  two  shots  through  the 
leg,  which  he  had  had  time  to  bandage  with  a  silk- 
handkerchief  before  he  received  two  other  fatal  wounds 
in  the  abdomen  and  head."  Brown  escaped  by  feigning 
to  be  dead.  It  is  conjectured  from  the  fact  that  the 
man  who  led  the  enemy  carried  a  musket,  that  he  was 
a  noncommissioned  officer. 

The  same  evening,  Captain  Fanshawe  opened  fire  upon 
the  place  at  600  yards,  until  a  fog  came  on.  Admiral 
Dundas,  in  his  despatch,  exonerates  Captaine  Fanshawe 
from  all  blame,  and  says  that  he  cannot  discover  any 
circumstance  that  may  serve  to  excuse  or  palliate  the 
cruel  conduct  of  the  enemy.  In  order  to  be  sure  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  so  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained, 
and  also  to  discover  whether  Captain  Fanshawe  had 
taken  all  proper  precaution  in  sending  ashore  the  flag 
of  truce,  Admiral  Dundas  addressed  to  him  the  follow- 
ing important  questions: — "1st,  What  were  the  cir- 
cumstances which  rendered  it  necessary  to  select  an 
opportunity  for  landing  the  prisoners  in  question,  when 
the  boat  was  unsupported  by  the  immediate  presence  of 
the  ship  you  command,  and  when  the  display  of  a  flag 
of  truce  from  her  own  mast-head  would  have  obviated 
all  misunderstanding  as  to  her  object  ?  2nd,  What 
were  the  particular  instructions  given  to  the  oificer  in 
charge  of  the  boat;  and  what  opportunities  were 
afforded  to  the  enemy  to  grant  or  to  reject  conditions 
of  truce  before  the  party  had  actually  landed  upon  his 
coast  ?  3rd,  What  was  the  distance  of  the  boat  from 
the  ship  when  last  seen  previous  to  her  landing,  and 
what  at  that  time  was  her  distance  from  shore  ?  4th, 
When  and  at  what  distance  from  the  shore  was  a  flag  of 
truce  first  displayed ;  and  were  any  blank  guns  or 
muskets  fired  at  the  moment ;  and  is  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  boat  supposed  to  have  had  any  reason 
for  believing  it  to  have  been  acknowledged  by  the 
enemy  on  shore  ?  5th,  At  what  distance  from  the  shore 
were  the  riflemen  of  the  enemy  first  seen  on  the  jetty 
by  the  crew  of  the  Cossack's  cutter?  6th,  Was  any 
assent,  implied  or  understood,'  supposed  to  have  been 
granted  by  the  Russian  officer  on  shore  to  the  landing 
of  the  prisoners  or  crew  ?"  Having  received  full  replies 
to  these  queries,  Admiral  Dundas  thus  expresses  his 
opinion — "  No  precaution  appears  to  have  been  omitted 
by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat  to  make  known  the 
object  of  his  mission  ;  and  if  their  lordships  should  see 
reason  to  regret  that  she  was  detached  beyond  the  reach 
of  protection  from  the  ship,  I  feel  assured  they  will  do 
justice  to  the  explanations  of  Captain  Fanshawe." 

It  appears  from  subsequent  accounts,  that  five  of  the 
boat's  crew  were  killed,  and  that  the  remainder, 
including  the  three  officers,  are  prisoners. 

The  Russian  version  of  this  affair  is  given  in  the 
Journal  de  St.  Petersbourg  of  the  13th  instant. — "The 
Commander  of  the  Forces  in  Finland,  Adjutant-General 
von  Berg,  reports  a  very  successful  skirmish,  wh?ch  took 
place  not  far  from  Hango  Udd,  between  our  volunteers 
of  the  second  battalion  of  the  King  of  Prussia  Grenadier 
Regiment  and  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  English  frigate 
Cossack.  The  affair  took  place  as  follows:  On  June 
5th,  at  noon,  the  frigate  Cossack  appeared  in  the  roads 
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off  Hango  Udd,  and  sent  off  a  boat,  which  came  ashore 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  telegraph,  and  landed  a  small 
party  under  the  command  of  some  officers  there. 
Ensign  Sswertschkoff,  of  the  King  of  Prussia's  Grena- 
dier regiment,  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  coast  is 
entrusted,  having  been  early  informed  of  this  enterprise 
of  the  enemy,  concentrated  some  men  of  his  detachment 
behind  a  building  opposite  the  landing-place,  and 
another  portion,  under  the  sub-officer,  Peter  Pawloff, 
he  detached  along  the  beach  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
English.  The  enemy,  attacked  on  a  sudden,  defended 
himself  but  feebly,  and  laid  down  his  arms.  The  suc- 
cess of  this  affair  must  be  ascribed  to  the  coolness  and 
the  foresight  of  Ensign  Sswertschkoff.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  amounts  to  five  killed :  there  were  taken 
prisoners,  one  officer,  one  surgeon,  one  marine  {garde 
marin),  and  eight  sailors,  of  which  latter  four  were 
wounded.  In  addition  to  the  above  our  troops  made 
spoil  of  the  flag  of  the  boat,  seven  muskets,  and  seven 
cutlasses.  The  boat  itself,  with  one  cannon  on  board, 
was  sunk.  On  the  following  morning  the  English 
frigate  came  in  close  to  Hango  Udd,  and  fired  at  the 
buildings  for  about  an  hour  and  half,  but  without  doing 
them  any  great  harm." 

A  telegraphic  despatch  from  Dantzic  of  the  21st, 
announces  [the  arrival  there  of  the  Lightning  with  the 
mails.  She  brought  word  that  Lieutenant  Geneste, 
Dr.  Easton,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  are  prisoners,  but 
wounded. 


Some  temporary  alarm  has  been  excited  at  lyaris  by 
a  rather  severe  illness  of  the  Emperor.  It  is  said  that 
he  was  taken  ill  on  the  16th,  after  attending  a  council 
of  Ministers  ;  that  he  went  to  bed  early  ;  that  he  was 
bled  twice  ;  and  that  the  Empress  sat  up  with  him  the 
whole  night.     But  he  appears  to  have  soon  recovered. 

The  Senate  and  Legislative  Body  have  been  convoked 
for  the  2nd  July.  The  Moniteur  tells  us  that  "this 
convocation  is  not  at  all  unexpected,  as  at  the  close  of 


last  session  the  government  informed  ithe  Senators  and 
the  Deputies  that  financial  measures  would  soon  render 
their  reassembling  necessary." 


It  is  generally  believed  that  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment has  decided  on  jthe  temporary  reduction  of  the 
army.  The  very  prevalent  reports  on  this  head  have 
not  been  contradicted  in  any  quarter.  The  Emperor 
on  his  tour  of  inspection  along  the  Gallician  frontier, 
had  visited  Craeow,  and  had  proceeded  to  the  Buko- 
wina,  where  he  would  be  met  by  Count  Coronini. 


The  Emperor  of  Russia  and  his  brother  Constantine 
recently  paid  a  visit  to  Cronstadt,  and  carefully  ex- 
amined all  the  defences.  Before  he  departed,  the 
Emperor  gave  each  soldier  a  rouble,  and,  assembling 
the  officers,  spoke  to  this  effect — "  The  eyes  of  the 
whole  world  are  again  directed  towards  Cronstadt,  that 
impregnable  key  to  St.  Petersburg  ;  that  advanced  post 
of  the  fortress  of  Peter  and  Paul ;  that  other  Sebastopol, 
which  would  in  its  turn  know  how  to  brave  all  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy." 

In  order,  it  is  supposed,  to  save  expense  at  this  criti- 
cal period  in  the  fortunes  of  Russia,  the  Emperor  has 
suppressed  the  court  of  the  heir-apparent,  and  has 
ordered  that  it  shall  be  blended  with  that  of  the  Em- 
press. 

That  he  might  root  out  the  habits  of  corruption  exist- 
ing amongst  the  public  functionaries,  the  Emperor 
Nicholas,  a  little  before  his  death,  had  ordered  that 
every  judgment  should  be  made  public,  with  the  names 
of  the  offenders.  This  order  was  carried  into  execution 
on  the  4th  of  May,  for  the  first  time.  By  order  of  his 
Majesty,  the  President  of  the  Tribunal  of  Arrondisse- 
ment  of  Nobles,  Goloschtschapoff,  Captain  Wasfil  Dol- 
goff,  Councillor  Skopinski,  and  the  secretary  Von  Nor- 
denstern,  are  cashiered  and  excluded  for  ever  from 
serving  his  Majesty,  for  sundry  offences,  deficits,  and 
irregularities  in  their  accounts. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


Last  month's  list  of  new  books  is  not  much  less 
scanty  than  its  predecessor,  but  it  comprises  a  few  pub- 
lications of  greater  importance.  The  first  entitled  to 
mention  is  A  Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Sydney  Smith,  by 
his  daughter,  Lady  Holland,  with  A  Selection  from  his 
Letters,  edited  by  Mrs.  Austin.  This  work  is  in  two 
octavo  volumes.  In  the  same  form,  also,  Sir  David 
Brewster  has  published  Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Writings, 
and  Discoveries  of  Sir  Isaac  Neivton.  The  first  part  of 
the  Works  of  Doctor  Thomas  M'Crie,  comprising  the 
well-known  Life  of  John  Knox,  has  appeared.  The 
first  volume  of  the  long  announced  Life  of  George 
Washington,  by  Washington  Irving,  has  been  issued 
simultaneously  here  and  in  America.  The  Rev. 
Edward  Tagart  has  published  a  volume  on  Locke's 
Writings  and  Philosophy  Historically  Considered, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Keightley  a  similar  volume  on  the  Lije, 
Opinions,  and  Writings  of  Milton.  Other  miscel- 
laneous works  of  mark  have  also  made  their  appear- 
ance. Doctor  Smith  has  completed  his  edition  of 
Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall  in  Mr.  Murray's  British 
Classics,  and  has  sent  forth  the  most  elaborate  Latin 
English  Dictionary,  founded  on  Forcellini  and 
Freund,  that  has  yet  been  attempted  by  any 
English  scholar.  Sir  William  Hamilton's  edition 
of  Dugald  Steivart's  Works  has  reached  its  seventh 
volume,  containing  the  Active  and  Moral  Powers. 
Mr.  Curran  has  republished,  with  several  original 
additions,  his  Sketches  of  the  Irish  Bar.  Mr.  Howitt 
has  published  his  Australian  and  Digging  Experi- 
ences under  the  title  of  Land,  Labour,  and  Gold;  or 
Two  Years  in  Victoria.  Mr.  Beste  has  described,  in 
two  volumes  called  The  Wabash,  the  adventures  of  a 
gentleman's  family  in  search  of  a  location  in  the  interior 
of  America.  A  learned  volume  on  Phoenicia  has  ap- 
peared. Mr.  Warren  has  abridged  and  adapted  to  the  ex- 
isting law  Blackstone's  Commentaries.  Mr.  Caylcy  has 
given   us  a   volumeful   of  notes   to   his   translation   of 


Dante's  Divine  Comedy.  The  Hon.  A.  Murray  has 
written  his  experiences  of  Cuba,  the  United  States, 
and  Canada,  in  two  volumes  on  Lands  of  the  Slave 
and  Free.  Mr.  Keith  Johnston  has  published  an 
excellent  Atlas  of  Astronomy  ;  and  Professor  Eastwick 
has  edited  a  new  edition  of  the  Hindi  text,  with  a  per- 
fectly literal  English  translation,  of  a  celebrated  eastern 
collection  of  Twenty-Five  Tales  of  a  Demon.  Nor  has 
the  war  failed  to  contribute  its  quota  to  the  past  month's 
literature.  From  Mr.  Danby  Seymour,  M.P.,  we  have 
a  volume  about  Russia  on  the  Black  Sea  and  Sea  of  Azojf ; 
from  Mr.  Piper,  a  Popular  Military  and  Kaval 
Dictionary  of  War  Implements  and  War  Terms  ;  from 
Lieut.  Col.  Hough,  a  large  volume  of  Precedents  in 
Military  Law ;  and  from  Lord  De  Ros,  a  Tour  in  the 
Crimea.  Finally  may  be  mentioned,  the  commencement 
of  a  popular  edition  of  Henry  llallam's  Historical 
Works  ;  a  collection  of  Stories  from  a  Screen,  by  Dudley 
Costello  ;  a  little  book  on  The  Louvre,  or  Biography  of 
a  Museum,  by  Mr.  Bayle  St.  John  ;  a  similar  volume 
on  Imperial  Paris,  by  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrokl  ;  A 
Companion  in  Verse  for  the  English  Prayer  Book,  by 
Mr.  Robert  Montgomery;  a  treatise  by  Mr.  Geo.  Van  - 
dershaff,  on  The  Art  of  Elocution  ;  a  novel  called  Next 
Door  Neighbours ;  the  Burnet  Prize  Treatise,  on  Theism, 
by  Doctor  Tulloch ;  Aspen  Court,  a  novel  by  Mr. 
Shirley  Brooks  ;  a  volume  called  the  Physician  for  All, 
by  Doctor  Spurgin ;  a  History  of  the  Suppression  of 
Infanticide,  by  Doctor  John  Wilson  ;  an  illustration, 
by  Miss  Twining,  from  the  Art  of  the  Early  and 
Middle  Ages,  of  Types  and  Figures  of  the  Bible;  a 
tragedy  by  Mr.  Archer  Gurney,  on  Iphigenia  at 
Delphi;  a  volume  of  poetry,  the  Music  Master,  a  Love 
Story,  with  other  poems,  by  Mr.  Allingham  ;  a  novel 
called  the  Jealous  Wife,  by  Miss  Pardoe  ;  a  metrical 
romance,  The  Briar  of  Threave  and  the  Lily  of  Bar- 
holm,  by  Mr.  Henry  Inglis ;  and  an  elaborate  volume 
on  The  Senses  and  the  Intellect,  by  Alexander  Bain. 
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COMMEECIAL    RECORD. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  16th  inst.,  £1S,0C0,716. 

LATEST   LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    0  1  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    lg 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  16    0  |  Mexican  dollars,        ,,       4  llg 

Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 0-OS  disct.  I  New  York 0-07  disct. 

Hamburgh 071  pr.       | 

Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  4  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols    . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1S60 
Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent.     . . 

Exchequer  Bills,  March 

India  Bonds 


nighpst. 

Lowest. 

021 

904 

021 

01 

921 

911 

4 

3| 

2114 

20S 

23 

14 

30 

12 

Latest. 


91-1 
92| 

GO'    3 

3! 
2104-11A 

14-18 
30 


Paid. 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Ediub.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 
Great  Northern  .... 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N .  Westn. 
London  <Sc  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

103A 

1001 

102 

8 

va 

75 

65i 

631 

634, 

60 

57 

5S4 

i2i 

US 

12H 

102 

964 

100-2 

935 

924. 

004 

69} 

674 

674-1 

931 

794 

811-1 

1044 

1011 

102J 

S5i 

S34 

834-i 

73i 

72S 

74i-4 

64 

61| 

62-4 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


225,487 

25,4S4 

223,002 

94,811 

423,532 

118,401 

370,457 

476,863 

384,144 

1,043,039 

257,932 

496,256 

289,488 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Belgian  44  per  cent.,  93-5 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  100-5 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  102-4 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  100-2 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  64-0 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  04-6 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  214 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  40-51 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  44-6 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  09 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  384-9 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  S5-7 


Railways. 

East  Belgian  Junct.,  24 
Great  W.  of  Canada  21±-| 
Great  Luxembourg,  4-£ 
Northern  of  France,  36i 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref. , 
Paris  and  Orleans,  46-S 
Paris  and  Lyons,  4SJt-0i 
Paris  and  Rouen,  45-7 
Rouen  and  Havre,  24-54 
West  Flanders,  3J-4 
West  of  France,    29i-J 


89 


Mines. 


Linares 74 

Nouveau  Monde 4,-g 


Quartz  Rock 
St.  John  Del  Rey 


i-t 
2S-30 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 
Mines.  Banks. 


Australian     li-J 

Colonial  Gold    f-g 

Great  Nugget    i-§ 

Port  Philip     i-i 

South  Australian k-i 


Railways. 
Bombay  and  Baroda  20-j. 

East  Indian    254 

Do.,     Extension  23| 
Indian  Peninsula..     54-6 
Madras    20J-U 


Australasian S4  to  S54 

Eug.  Scott,  and  Aust.  1S4 
Lond.  Chart,  of  Aust.  20-1 
South  Australian  ....  42-4 
Union  of  Australia  . .   74-5 


Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .  7i 
Australian  Royal  Mail  3|-J 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  144 
Pen.  <fc  Orient.  St.  Nav.    01-3 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 

Australian  Agricultural. .30-2 
Van  Diemen'a  Land. .  . .  13-4 
gouth  Australian  Land  38-39 


North  Brit.  Australian  3-1 

Peel  River  Land 2|-| 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.  l|-2 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN IMPERIAL    WEEKLY    AVERAGE. 


Week 

ending — 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

s.      d 

t.      d. 

s.     d. 

s.     d. 

,9. 

d. 

».    a. 

May  26 

76     10 

32     11 

28      1 

44       5 

45 

o 

40       3 

June    2 

77      7 

33       2 

28       2 

44       7 

46 

4 

42       3 

—     9 

77      5 

33     11 

2S     10 

47       4 

46 

3 

42       1 

—  16 

77      5 

34       0 

2S      7 

45     10 

46 

6 

43       G 

s.        s. 

64  to  72 

32  —  33 

27  —  30 

75  —  83 

65  —  70 

51  —  58 

3S  — 44 

47  —  50 

d.    s.   d. 

8  to  4     2 

S  — 4     S 

6  —  4     6 

4  —  4     4 

0  —  1  14 

0  —  1     1 

6  —  3     6 

3  —  2     2 

7  —  1     5 

1  —  1  11 

Latest  London 

Malt,  Pale,      per  qr. 
Malting  Barley  ,, 
Oats,  best,  ,, 

Wheat,  White,    ,,     .. 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk. 

Country  household 

American,  per  barl. 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr. 
Cattle —  s. 

Beasts,    per  st.  3 

Calves   .,     ,,      3 

Sheep    ..     ,,       3 

Pigs 3 

Wool,  per  lb. — 

South  Downs..  1 

Kentish  fleeces  1 

German  Prima  2 

Australian  ....  1 

Cape 0 

Spanish   1 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  126!. 

Iron,  Pigs,  3/.  6s.  to  5/.  0s. 
Riils,  6/.  10s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  22J.  0s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  IS/,  10*.  Tin,  English 
block,  111/.  ;  Banca,  110/.  to 
111!.;  Spelter.  22/.  5s.;  Quick- 
silver, per  lb.  Is.  10c/.  to 
1«.  lid. 

Provisions. 
Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  54s. 

to  OSs.  ;  American,  4Ss.  to 

40s. 
Beek — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

4s.  Od.  to  4s.  8d.;  Irish  India, 

per  far.,  160s. ;  Hambro',  1 70s. ; 

American,  140s.  to  160s. 
Butter — Dorset,  per  cwt.,  96s. 

to  106s. :   Irish,    94s.  lOSs.  ; 

Dutch,  S6s.  to  90s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

60s.  to  76s. :  Wiltshire,  52s.  to 

74s.  ;  Dutch,  56s. 
Hams  —  York,    70s.    to    75s.; 

Irish,   70s.   to  7Ss.  ;    West- 
phalia, 60s.  to  68s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

8  lb.,  4s.  6c/.  to  4s.  10c/. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  reds, 

S5s.  to  105s. ;  Bedf.  Kegts. 

100s.  to  130s. 
Pork,    per  S  lb.,  3s.   lOd.   to 

4s.  Srf. 
Veal,  4s.  Od.  to  5s.  Od. 
Lamb,  6s.  Od.  to  7s.  Or/. 


Market  Prices. 

I  s.        7.  s. 
Hay....  per  load  3    0to5    5 
Clover..        „         4  10— 6  10 
Straw..        „         1    4—1  13 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  10/.  10s. 
to  12/.  0s. ;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 
71. ;  Bones,  ditto,  4/.  10s. 
Hops.— Kents,    200s.  to  320s. 
Sussex,  231s.  to  252s.     1S5S, 
120s.  to  140s. 
Poultry— Capons,      3s. — 4s. 
Fowls,  4s.  0d.—  7s.  ;  Chinks, 
4s.  Of/.— 6s.  Od. ;  Ducks,  4s.— 
6s.;  Geese,  3s.  0c/. — 6».;  Tur- 
keys, As.  61. — 6s.  ;  Pigeons, 
id.— 9d. 
Hides,    <fce.  —  Market,    96  1b., 
44c/.—  54</.  ;  do.,  do..  50  lb., 
3id.  — fd.  ;    do.,  Calf-skins, 
10  lb.,  0s.    0d.  ;    do.,  Horse- 
hides,    5s.  6c/. —  6s.  ;  Rough 
Tallow,  22s. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  55/.;  Sperm, 
134/.  to  136/.:  Pale  Seal, 
53/.  ;  Rape,  54(.  to  56/.  ; 
Cocoa-nut.  43/.  to  44/.;  Palm, 
43(.  to 44/.;  Linseed,  3Si.  0s. 

Tallow  — Australian,  Beef, 
46/.  15s.  to  40/.  10s.  ;  Sheep, 
46/.  10s.  to  51t.  10s.  ;  Y.  C, 
52/.  6s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  S7s. 
to  46s. ;  Bahia,  33s.  to  34s.  6d. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 46s.  0J.  to4Ss.  0d.;  Do., 
Plantation,  56s.  to  82s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 7Ss.  to  00s.  ;  Jamaica, 
70s.  to  Sis.  ;  Java,  51*.  to 
55s. ;  Costa  Rica,  57s.  to  72s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  26s.  to 36s.  0d.;  Bengal, 
13s.  6cZ.  to  15s.  Gd. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  ewt., 
35s.  to  41s.  Od.  ;  Mauritius, 
34s.  Od.  to  39s.  0d.;  Bengal, 
37s.  Od.  to  42<.  Od.  :  Madras, 
31s.  to  33s.  Od. ;  Havannah. 
35s.  to  39s.  6cf. 

Do.  Repined — Grocery  lumps, 
4  7s.  6c/.  to  51s.  6c/. ;  Bastards, 
30s.  Oct  to  30s.0tZ.;  Crshd,  30s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  9c/.)— 
Congou,  Sid.  to  Is.  3d.  ; 
Souchong,  04c/.  to  2s.  6ci. ; 
Hyson,  Is.  3c(.  to  3s.  6ci. ; 
Assam  Is.  6c/.  to  4s.  7d. 
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HobartTn. 


Cabin. 


£35  to  £00 
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Inter- 
mediate. 
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22  —  35 
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22  —   35 
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Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£15  to  £22 
IS  —  25 
15  —  24 
15   —   25 
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NAEKATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Tuesday,  June  26,  Lord 
Lyndhurst  called  attention  to  the  Treaty  of  the  2nd  ' 
of  December,  1854,  and  the  Vienna  conferences,  his  ! 
reason  for  making  the  motion  being  to  obtain  some  ex- 
planation from  Lord  Clarendon  as  to  the  present  position 
of  Austria  with  regard  to  the  allies.  He  proceeded  to 
contrast  the  relative  positions  of  Austria  and  Prussia,  i 
and  to  show,  however  servile  the  latter  power  might 
have  shown  herself  on  all  occasions  to  Russia,  that  better 
things  were  to  have  been  expected  from  Austria,  who 
yet  had  missed  a  grand  opportunity  of  vindicating  her 
own  rights  and  maintaining  her  own  interests  by  enter- 
ing into  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with  France 
and  England.  Instead  of  doing  this,  after  deceiving 
those  powers  in  every  way  during  the  recent  diplomatic 
proceedings,  she  had  virtually  declared  her  neutrality, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  she 
had  a  secret  undei-standing  with  Russia,  acting  on  which 
she  had  withdrawn  her  troops  from  the  Gallician  frontier, 
and  disbanded  a  great  portion  of  her  army.  There  could 
not  be  a  doubt  that  our  recent  plenipotentiary  to  Vienna, 
however  great  his  ability,  had  been  deceived  by  false 
hopes  and  promises  of  peace,  and  there  was  as  little 
doubt  that  the  conduct  of  the  late  government,  in  de- 
serting the  seat  of  government  at  a  most  important  crisis 
of  the  campaign,  and  leaving  the  war  to  its  fate,  while 
they  betook  themselves  to  their  country  seats,  was  dis- 
graceful in  the  extreme.  Popular  indignation  had  driven 
that  government  from  power.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say 
how  far  Lord  Palmerston  had  realised  the  expectations 
of  the  public,  but  he  warned  him  that  nothing  but  the 
greatest  vigour,  decision,  and  activity  could  maintain 
him  in  the  position  which  he  now  filled. — Lord  Claren- 
don thought,  in  spite  of  the  able  statement  of  Lord 
Lyndhurst,  that  no  good  could  arise  from  the  censure 
which  he  had  cast  vipon  Austria.  The  indiscriminate 
blame  which  had  been  heaped  on  her  in  particular  and 
Germany  in  general  had  greatly  estranged  the  sym- 
pathies of  that  country,  which  had  once  been  with  the 
allies,  and  diverted  them  into  another  channel.  So  far 
as  the  government  were  concerned,  it  would  have  been 
an  unpardonable  oversight  to  neglect  to  secure  the  co- 
operation of  Austria,  and  this  the  government  had  done ; 
but,  while  showing  great  deference  to  Austria,  they  had 
not  allowed  that  feeling  to  influence  their  preparations 
for  war ;  and  though  they  diplomatised  at  Vienna,  the 
warlike  operations  before  Sebastopol  were  carried  on 
with  the  utmost  vigour.  Even  now  nothing  could  be 
further  from  his  intention  than  to  create  any  misunder- 
standing with  Austria;  her  conduct  neither  justified 
censure  nor  merited  praise,  and  the  result  of  the  recent 
negotiations  with  her,  though  they  had  failed,  had  left 
England  and  France  free  and  unfettered  to  make  peace 
on  their  own  terms. 

On  Thursday,  June  28,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  asked 
Lord  Panmure  whether  the  government  was  about  to 
take  any  steps  to  Increase  the  Comfort  of  Soldiers  in 
Barracks,  and  whether  Recruiting  for  the  Regular 
Army  was  Proceeding  in  a  Satisfactory  Manner  f — 
Lord  Panmure  replied  that  the  point  to  which  the  first 
part  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  observations  referred 
had  been  long  under  the  attention  of  the  government, 
who,  though  they  might  differ  from  the  noble  duke  as 
to  the  best  way  of  effecting  that  object,  would  certainly 
do  everything  in  their  power  to  advance  the  comfort  of 


the  soldier.  With  regard  to  the  second  question,  it 
could  not  be  denied,  though  recruiting  was  going  on  at 
the  rate  of  1000  men  a-week,  that  the  total  force  of  the 
British  army  was  far  below  the  amount  voted  by  par- 
liament. The  government  had  therefore  determined  to 
endeavour  to  make  the  service  more  attractive  by  giving 
double  pay  to  every  soldier  actively  engaged  before  the 
enemy.  This  additional  pay  it  was  proposed  to  invest 
in  savings  banks  until  the  soldier's  return,  or,  if  he  fell, 
it  would  be  paid  to  his  relatives.  This  scheme  would  be 
made  public  in  a  few  days  by  proclamation,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  be  found  to  answer  better  than  the 
increase  of  bounty  which  had  been  proposed. 

On  Friday,  June  29,  in  reply  to  the  Earl  of  Malmes- 
bury,  Lord  Panmure  contradicted  the  report  which 
had  been  circulated  that  Lord  Raglan  had  Resigned 
the  Command  of  the  British  Army ;  Lord  Raglan  was 
suffering  from  indisposition,  and  in  the  interval  General 
Simpson  acted  for  him.  The  government  had  the  fullest 
confidence  in  that  officer's  ability. 

On  Monday,  July  2,  Lord  St.  Leonards  called  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  number  of  convicts  who 
had  been  thrown  back  on  society  by  the  Ticket-of- Leave 
System,  and  suggested  that  some  other  method  should 
be  devised  for  the  disposal  of  desperate  characters. — 
Lord  Granville  promised  that  the  subject  should  re- 
ceive every  attention  from  the  government. — Lord  Mel- 
ville hoped  that  the  Secretary  for  War  would  take 
care  that  no  repetition  occurred  of  a  recent  case,  in  whicli 
it  appeared  that  one  of  these  ticket-of-leave  men  had 
enlisted  into  the  line.— The  Duke  of  Cambridge  pro- 
tested against  the  infusion  of  so  pernicious  an  element 
into  the  military  service,  which  was  a  profession  of 
honour. 

On  Tuesday,  July  3,  a  royal  message,  announcing  her 
Majesty's  gracious  intention  to  confer  a  Signal  Mark  of 
her  Favour  upon  the  Family  of  Lord  Raglan,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  brilliant  services,  having  been  read, 
Lord  Panmure,  who  was  evidently  much  moved,  in 
proposing  that  it  be  taken  into  consideration,  delivered 
an  eloquent  panegyric  upon  the  character  of  Lord  Raglan. 
Warm  tributes  to  his  memory  having  been  paid  by  Lord 
Hardinge,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  the  Earl  of  Cardigan, 
Earl  Granville,  and  other  peers,  the  motion  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  July  5,  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough 
urged  many  objections  to  the  proposed  plan  for  Giving 
Double  Pay  to  the  Soldiers  on  Service  in  the  Crimea. 
He  expressed  a  preference  for  the  introduction  of  some 
relaxation  in  the  existing  restrictions  upon  enlistment, 
which  he  considered  uselessly  stringent,  as  well  as  in 
the  present  regulations  respecting  allowances,  stoppages, 
and  other  arrangements  whose  effects  were  harassing  or 
injurious  to  the  men.— Lord  Panmure  defended  the 
plan  of  the  government,  but  intimated  his  consent  to  a 
modification  by  which  the  soldiers  would  be  permitted 
to  receive  at  once  sixpence  out  of  the  additional  shilling 
of  pay  per  diem  in  the  character  of  a  field  allowance. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  called  attention  to  the  de- 
ficient provision  now  made  for  the  Instruction  of  Naval 
Cadets  in  the  Royal  Service.  He  suggested  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  Navy  College  existing  in  1S32. — 
Earl  Granville  intimated  that  some  communications 
had  been  exchanged  with  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty on  the  subject,  and  without  making  any  pledge  as 
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to  the  suggested  college,  stated  that  the  number  of  naval 
instructors  employed  in  the  service  would  be  materially 
increased. 

On  Friday,  July  6,  the  Earl  of  Derby  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Religious  Worship  Bill,  on  which 
a  sharp  conversation  took  place  between  himself,  the 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  and  the  Bishops  of  London  and 
Oxford.     The  result  was,  that  the  bill  was  withdrawn. 

On  Tuesday,  July  10,  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury  called 
the  attention  of  Lord  Clarendon  to  the  despatch  of 
General  de  Berg,  vindicating  the  Massacre  at  Ilango, 
and  wished  to  know  the  course  which  the  government 
intended  to  pursue  in  the  matter. — The  Earl  of  CLAREN- 
DON replied  that  the  government  thought  the  letter  of 
General  de  Berg  most  unsatisfactory.  Instructions  had 
been  sent  to  Admiral  Dundas,  who  wras  desired  to  inform 
General  de  Berg  that  it  was  impossible  to  disbelieve  the 
statement  that  the  flag  of  truce  had  been  hoisted  and 
had  been  seen,  that  being  the  known  custom  in  which 
it  was  usual  to  announce  a  peaceful  mission,  and  that 
even  if  the  flag  of  truce  had  not  been  seen  that  would 
afford  no  justification  to  the  Russians,  who  might  easily 
have  taken  prisoners  the  few  men  who  with  their  pri- 
soners were  standing  unarmed  upon  the  pier.  With 
respect  to  the  assertion  that  there  were  muskets  in  the 
boat,  Admiral  Dundas  was  directed  to  state  that  the 
muskets  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  boat  under  the  tar- 
paulin, upon  which  the  prisoners'  luggage  was  laid, 
whence  it  was  evident  that  the  fact  of  their  being  in  the 
boat  must  have  been  unknown  to  the  Russians  at  the 
time  they  made  their  murderous  attack.  The  other 
statements  of  the  Russian  general,  with  respect  to  the 
abuse  of  hoisting  the  Russian  flag  and  the  taking  of 
soundings  at  Kertch,  were  also  contradicted.  Admiral 
Dundas  was  instructed  to  demand  the  immediate  release 
of  the  prisoners,  and  a  communication  had  been  made 
through  the  Danish  government  with  the  Russians  on 
the  subject.  Until  answers  had  been  received  to  these 
demands,  the  government  could  not  say  what  course  it 
would  adopt. 

The  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  moved  for  a  return  of 
all  persons  employed  in  the  Diplomatic  Service,  and  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  the  attacks  so  frequently  made 
on  that  branch  of  the  public  service  were  unfair  and 
unfounded.  Instead  of  deserving  blame,  our  diploma- 
tists were  worthy  of  praise  for  the  way  in  which  they 
discharged  their  duties  in  positions  neither  easy  nor 
lucrative. — The  Earl  of  Clarendon'  concurred  in  every 
word  that  had  fallen  from  Lord  Clanricarde,  and  de- 
clared that  any  reduction  in  the  number  of  our  diplo- 
matic missions  would  be  impolitic.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  returns. — The  returns  were  then 
agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  July  12,  Lord  Ly'xdhurst  said  that 
with  regard  to  the  bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Oath  of 
Abjuration,  which  stood  for  second  reading  on  Tuesday 
next,  he  had  been  so  strongly  urged  not  only  by  the 
opponents  of  the  bill,  but  also  in  a  quarter  from  which 
he  had  anticipated  the  most  efficient  support,  not  to 
proceed  further  with  it  this  session,  that  he  felt  compelled 
to  yield  to  the  pressure,  and  should  for  the  present 
withdraw  the  bill. 

On  Thursday,' July  19,  Lord  Brougham  presented 
two  petitions  against  the  Scotch  Education  Bill,  and 
urged  the  Duke  of  Argyll  to  postpone  the  measure. — 
The  Duke  of  Argyll  declined  to  accede  to  this  propo- 
sition, and,  after  a  lengthened  speech,  in  which  he 
entered  fully  into  the  details  of  the  bill,  moved  that  it 
be  read  a  second  time. — The  Duke  of  Buccleuch  enu- 
merated the  many  objections  which  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  entertain  against  the  bill,  and  moved  that  it  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months.  —  Lords 
Brougham  and  Eglintcun  followed  on  the  same  side. — 
Lord  Paxmure  regretted  the  fate  which  evidently 
awaited  the  bill,  and,  after  some  observations  from  Loid 
Haddington,  the  Duke  of  Argyll  consented  to  with- 
draw the  bill. — The  Duke  of  Richmond  resisted  this 
proposition,  and  ultimately  the  bill  was  rejected  on  a 
division,  in  which  the  numbers  wen — for  the  bill,  1  ; 
against  it,  86  :  majority,  85. 

On  Friday,  July  20,  Lord  Lyxdkurst  complained 
of  the  abortive  issue  to  which  the  Attempts  to  Pass 
Legal  and  Other  Measures  had  led  during  the  present 


session. — The  Lord  Chancellor  explained  the  reasons 
that  had  caused  the  abandonment  of  certain  bills,  and 
threw  much  blame  on  the  commons,  who  had  evinced 
much  inattention  to  measures  originating  in  the  upper 
house. 

On  Monday,  July  23,  the  Earl  of  Airlie  inquired 
whether  any  official  information  had  lately  been 
received  by  the  government  respecting  the  Progress  of 
the  War  in  Asiatic  Ttiikey. — The  Earl  of  Clakexijox 
stated  that  the  last  intelligence  from  Asiatic  Turkey 
bore  date  of  the  23rd  June.  At  that  time  the  Turkish, 
army  was  nether  discouraged  nor  demoralised,  the 
Russians  had  been  repulsed  in  more  than  one  attack, 
and  Kars  was  considered  safe  from  any  sudden  attempt 
at  its  capture. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Tuesday,  June  26, 
Mr.  Otway  inquired  whether  the  Sunday  Trading  Bill 
was  sanctioned  by  the  government,  and  whether  Sir  G. 
Grey  intended  to  offer  any  opposition  to  its  further  pro- 
gress ? — Sir  G.  Grey  replied  that  it  was  not  a  govern- 
ment measure,  and  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  offer 
any  opposition  to  the  house  going  into  a  consideration 
of  the  bill  in  committee. — Mr.  Otway  gave  notice  that, 
in  the  event  of  Lord  R.  Grosvenor  going  on  with  the 
bill,  he  would,  on  the  motion  for  the  third  reading, 
move,  as  an  amendment,  that  it  be  read  a  third  time 
that  day  three  months. — Mr.  Roebuck  said  he  should 
move  that  all  the  clubs  in  London  be  included  in  its 
provisions. — Lord  R.  Grosvenor  said  he  intended  to 
persevere  in  the  measure. 

Mr.  Gibsox,  referring  to  certain  statements  made  in 
the  communication  of  the  3  Times  correspondent,  of 
Excesses  Committed  by  the  Invading  Force  at  Kertch, 
which  in  his  (Mr.  Gibson's)  opinion,  not  only  charged 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  with  apathy,  but 
cast  an  imputation  upon  the  English  character,  inquired 
whether  Lord  Palmersto:)  had  received  any  information 
upon  the  subject? — Lord  Palmerston  said,  govern- 
ment had  received  no  information  with  respect  to  the 
transaction,  but  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
statement,  and  Lord  Panmure  would  call  for  such  infor- 
mation touching  the  transaction  as  could  be  given  by 
the  officer  in  command. 

Mr.  II.  Berkeley  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  the 
Sunday  Beer  Bill  of  last  Session.  He  said  the  act  had 
passed  last  session  without  the  knowledge  of  a  great 
many  members  of  this  house.  He  himself  attempted  to 
stop  it,  but  at  too  late  a  stage.  The  working  of  that  act 
had  been  very  grievous  to  the  poor  and  working  classes, 
and  equally  so  to  the  licensed  victuallers.  It  was  true 
the  act  exempted  from  its  operation  bona-fide  travellers ; 
but  that  exemption  was  an  additional  grievance  to  the 
publican,  on  account  of  the  contradictory  decisions  which 
were  given  by  magistrates  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  even  in  different  districts  of  the  same  town. 
He  went  on  to  deny  that  the  act  had  stopped  drunken- 
ness. It  might  have  stopped  it  in  public-houses,  but 
only  to  open  unlicensed  places,  which  had  increased  a 
hundredfold  since  the  passing  of  this  act.  It  had  been 
contended  that  drunkenness  had  diminished  since  last 
year.  If  that  were  true,  it  was  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  high  prices  and  low  wages  of  the  times ;  but  he 
denied  that  it  was  so,  and  he  read  returns  to  show  that 
the  number  of  drunkards  in  two  of  the  chief  towns  of 
the  kingdom  were  on  Whit-Sunday  of  last  year  85,  and 
on  the  Whit-Sunday  of  this  year  113.  He  hoped  the 
house  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  proving  these 
facts  before  a  committee,  which  he  now  moved  for. — ■ 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Cobbett,  who  cited 
cases  of  hardship  under  the  act,  and  asked  for  a  defi- 
nition of  the  term  "  traveller,"  and  the  distinction 
between  a  "  traveller  "  and  a  "bond-fide  traveller." — 
Sir  G.  Grey  said,  although  he  did  not  admit  all  the 
arguments  of  ,Mr.  Berkeley,  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
consent  to  an  inquiry  into  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
last  session.  At  the  same  time  he  reminded  the  house 
that  there  had  been  a  strong  feeling  throughout  the 
country  against  keeping  open  public-houses  on  the  Lord's- 
day,  and  the  question  was,  on  the  one  hand,  how  to 
prevent  drunkenness  by  limiting  the  hours  at  which 
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public-houses  should  he  kept  open,  combining  this,  on 
the  other  hand,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  working-classes.  He  had  thought  at 
the  time  with  Mr.  Patten,  that  the  licensed  -victuallers 
were  prepared  to  agree  to  the  restrictions  contained  in 
the  act.  With  regard  to  its  operation,  from  all  the  in- 
formation he  had  received,  he  had  arrived  at  a  different 
conclusion  from  Mr.  Berkeley,  believing  that  the  act  had 
been  very  beneficial.  The  evils  and  inconveniences 
complained  of — and  he  believed  the  complaints  against 
the  act  did  not  come  from  the  people — were  not  all 
chargeable  upon  this  act ;  limitations  had  existed  pre- 
viously.— Several  members  having  expressed  themselves 
in  favour  of  inquiry,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

General  Wyndham  moved  a  resolution  that  the 
Duties  on  Stage-Coaches  should  be  Modified,  on  the 
ground  that  those  duties,  by  discouraging  posting,  had 
diminished  the  supply  of  useful  and  seasoned  horses 
suitable  for  the  'army. — Sir  J.  Shelley  seconded  the 
motion,  and  complained  that  while  railways  were  taxed 
according  to  their  earnings,  omnibuses  and  stage-coaches 
were  taxed  per  mile,  whether  they  had  passengers  or 
not. — Lord  R.  Grosvenor  asked  why  the  duty  had 
been  reduced  from  \hd.  to  \d.  a  mile  to  the  Manchester 
omnibuses,  while  the  London  trade  all  paid  the  old  \hd.  ? 
— The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheciuer  admitted  that 
the  duty  pressed  heavily  upon  the  omnibus  and  stage- 
coach trade,  and  said  that  on  the  first  opportunity  their 
claims  ought  to  meet  with  a  favourable  consideration, 
but  he  deprecated  the  passing  of  an  abstract  resolution 
on  the  subject. — Mr.  Disraeli  said  that  was  no  answer 
to  the  question  why  a  favour  had  been  granted  to  Man- 
chester which  was  denied  to  London  and  the  rest  of  the 
country.  He  thought  all  our  taxes  on  horses  were  too 
high. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted 
that  a  special  concession  had  been  made  to  Manchester, 
on  the  ground  that  they  had  to  compete  with  a  railway. 
— Mr.  Miles  said  he  understood  the  duty  was  also  re- 
duced in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Chaplin  and  Home,  in  the 
metropolis. — Lord  Palmerston  admitted  that  the  duty, 
with  these  anomalous  modifications,  could  not  be  de- 
fended ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  amid  general 
cheering. 

On  Wednesday,  June  27,  the  Marquis  of  Blaxdford 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Formation  of  Parishes 
Bill;  but,  after  some  conversation,  consented  to  with- 
draw the  bill. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  Maynooth  Grant  was 
resumed.  After  the  grant  haa  been  supported  by  Mr. 
Maguire  and  opposed  by  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  debate  was 
again  adjourned. 

On  Thursday,  June  23,  in  committee  on  the  Tenants' 
Improvements  Compensation  Bill,  Lord  Seymour  said, 
looking  at  the  number  of  amendments  of  this  bill  of 
which  notice  had  been  given,  it  was  evidently  impossible 
that  a  satisfactory  result  could  be  arrived  at  this  session  ; 
and,  considering  the  backward  state  of  the  public 
business,  he  moved  that  the  chairman  leave  the  chair, 
so  that  he  might  move  that  the  order  for  the  further 
proceeding  with  this  bill  be  discharged. — Lord  Pal- 
merston submitted  that,  if  there  was  matter  in  the 
bill  which  required  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  the  better 
way  was  to  set  about  discussing  it,  instead  of  wasting 
time  by  discussing  whether  it  should  be  discussed  or 
not. — Lord  Seymour  offered  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
but,  this  being  opposed,  a  division  took  place,  which 
negatived  the  motion  by  97  to  75. — The  committee  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  clauses  of  the  bill,  commencing 
with  the  5th.  On  reaching  the  11th  clause,  the  chair- 
man reported  progress. 

On  Friday,  June  29,  Sir  J.  Walsh  asked  Lord  J. 
Russell  if  it  were  true,  as  stated  in  the  circular  published 
by  Count  Buol,  that  Lord  John  Russell  and  the  French 
Ambassador  agreed  to  the  Last  Settlement  of  the  Third 
Point  proposed  by  Austria. — -Lord  J.  Russell  said,  as 
far  as  he  could  judge,  all  the  statements  put  forth  by 
Count  Buol  were  correct. 

Mr.  Bouverie  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Partnership  Amendment  Bill.  After  some  remarks  on 
the  importance  of  this  subject  he  proposed,  he  said,  to 
explain  this  bill  and  the  Limited  Liability  Bill  together, 
because  the  two  bills  related  to  different  branches  of 
the   same   question.      The   one  bill   had   reference  to 


private  partnerships,  the  other  to  joint-stock  companies. 
By  law,  the  test  of  partnership  was  a  share  in  the 
profits,  and  there  was  no  way  whatever  of  one  partner 
repudiating  the  engagements  of  another.  He  was 
bound  by  those  acts  to  the  full  extent  of  his  means. 
This  state  of  the  law  had  given  rise  to  general  dissatis- 
faction, and  was  condemned  by  a  unanimous  resolution 
of  the  house  in  the  last  session  of  parliament.  He  dwelt 
at  some  length  upon  the  hardship  of  this  state  of  the  law, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  inventors,  who,  as  a  class, 
were  poor  men,  and  whom  this  law  prevented  from 
obtaining  partners  to  carry  out  their  schemes.  In  no 
other  country  in  the  civilised  world  was  the  law  in  such 
a  state  as  in  this.  He  described  the  nature  and  the 
advantages  of  the  laws  of  special  partnership  in  France 
and  America,  and  said  there  was  but  one  voice  in  these 
countries  in  favour  of  the  system.  He  proposed  by  his 
bills  to  assimilate  the  English  laws  of  partnership  to 
the  laws  of  these  countries.  There  was  a  general 
objection,  indeed,  to  any  change  in  the  law,  and  it  was 
said  that  all  the  advantages  of  the  new  system  would  be 
met  by  parties  ^lending  their  money  at  a  fixed  rate  of 
interest.  Now  he  did  not  believe  that  system  would 
meet  the  difficulties  of  the  ease  at  all ;  for,  even  if  a 
lender  was  willing  to  accept  a  high  rate  of  interest, 
which  few  prudent  capitalists  would  be  willing  to  do, 
he  was  certain  that  no  prudent  borrower  would  accept 
money  on  those  terms.  He  therefore  gave  his  deliberate 
preference  to  the  system  of  partnership  en  commandite. 
He  commented  at  some  length  on  the  partiality  and 
unfairness  involved  in  these  charters,  which  cast  upon 
the  Board  of  Trade  a  power  they  had  neither  the 
means  nor  the  ability  rightly  to  exercise.  He  then 
proceeded  to  explain  the  provisions  of  the  measure  by 
which  he  proposed  to  replace  the  present  system.  In  the 
case  of  private  partnerships,  he  provided  that  where  a 
person  lent  money  to  a  firm  on  condition  of  receiving 
some  advantage  from  the  profits,  that  circumstance 
should  not  constitute  him  a  partner.  With  regard  to 
joint-stock  companies — banks  and  insurance  companies 
excepted — all  such  companies  with  a  capital  of  not  less 
than  20,0007.,  in  shares  of  not  less  than  251.,  might, 
under  certain  restrictions,  be  constituted  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  limited  liability.  One  of  these  restrictions  -was 
that  the  utmost  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  fact 
that  the  liability  of  the  partners  was  limited.  Such 
were  the  principal  provisions  of  the  two  measures  he 
now  offered  to  the  house.  —  Mr.  Collier  seconded 
the  motion,  though  he  wished  that  the  principle  of 
limited  liability,  should  be  extended  to  companies 
of  smaller  capital,  subscribed  in  smaller  shares,  than 
was  proposed  in  the  bill.  He  would  not,  however, 
press  his  objections,  as  he  was  anxious  to  have  this 
principle  carried  into  practical  effect  during  the 
present  session.  —  Mr.  Carr  Glyn  deprecated  hasty 
legislation  on  this  subject;  and  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  subject  had  been  repeatedly  before  the  house,  before 
committees,  and  before  royal  commissions,  all  of  which 
reported  that  the  measure  was  not  yet  ripe  for  practical 
legislation.  The  example  of  France  had  been  referred 
to,  but  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member  felt 
that  there  was  no  analogy  between  the  two  countries, 
on  account  of  the  greater  stringency  of  the  bankrupt 
laws  in  France.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  bill  for 
joint-stock  companies.  He  applied  his  observations 
only  to  the  law  regarding  private  partnerships,  which  he 
believed  would  open  the  door  to  all  sorts  of  fraud.  He 
would  support  the  second  reading  of  the  limited  liability 
bill. — Mr.  Malins  warmly  supported  the  bill,  and  saw 
no  reason  why  banks  should  be  excluded  from  its 
operation. — -Mr.  Carpwell  said  that  net  only  was  the 
time  rife  for  legislation  on  this  subject,  but  in  point 
of  fact  they  must  legislate,  for  the  old  system  of 
entrusting  the  privilege  of  granting  limited  liability 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  had  wellnigh  broken  down. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  short  as  was  the  present 
parliamentary  session,  there  would  still  be  time  to 
put  these  measures  into  such  a  shape  as  would 
enable  them  to  be  passed  into  law.  Of  the  two 
measures,  he  thought  the  joint-stock  company  bill  was 
the  most  important.  He  pointed  out  that  the  law,  even 
in  its  present  state,  allows  limited  liability  in  its  fullest 
extent;  what  the   law  was  deficient  in  was  this,  that 
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it  provided  no  machinery  by  which  partners  might 
announce  their  intention  to  all  their  customers.  Hence 
the  law,  theoretically  right,  was  practically  inopera- 
tive. The  bills  now  before  the  house  proposed  to  make 
the  law  practicable  ;  but  he  must  say  that  he  would 
have  preferred  other  securities  against  fraud  than  those 
which  were  provided  for  in  this  bill.  If  greater  publicity 
were  provided  for,  he  would  have  preferred  a  greater 
extension  of  the  principle.  —  Lord  Palmerston  was 
gratified  with  the  general  concurrence  of  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  favour  of  the  principle  of  these  bills.  The 
government  were  by  no  means  wedded  to  their  own 
details,  but  would  be  ready  to  adopt  any  amendment 
that  should  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  the 
house. — Mr.  Hastie  considered  this  measure  a  retro- 
gressive movement.  —  After  some  observations  from 
various  members,  both  bills  were  read  a  second  time 
without  a  division. 

On  Monday,  July  2,  Lord  Goderich  inquired  of 
Lord  R.  Grosvcnor  whether  it  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Sunday  Trading  Bill  f — Lord  R.  Gros- 
venok  replied  that,  considering  that  this  was  a  measure 
peculiarly  liable  to  misrepresentation  and  ridicule,  which 
had  been  most  unfairly  exercised  ;  considering,  likewise, 
the  lateness  of  the  session  and  the  formidable  opposition 
with  which  this  bill  was  threatened,  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  right  to  keep  up  the  existing  irritation  for 
the  bare  chanceof  passing  it  during  the  present  session, 
and  he  moved  that  the  order  fixed  for  Wednesday  for 
the  further  progress  of  the  bill  be  discharged. — Some 
strong  observations  by  Mr.  Otway  upon  the  proceed- 
ings in  Hyde-park  on  Sunday,  and  upon  the  conduct 
both  of  the  government  and  the  police,  gave  rise  to  a 
conversation,  in  the  course  of  which  Sir  G.  Grey  justi- 
fied the  instructions  he  had  issued  to  the  police  and 
their  interference  ;  several  members  severely  censured 
the  conduct  of  the  police,  which  Mr.  J.  W.  Fox  stigma- 
tised as  ferocious  and  brutal ;  while  on  the  other  hand 
Mr.  G.  Vernon,  an  eye-witness,  declared  that,  as  far 
as  he  observed  their  conduct,  nothing  could  be  better 
and  more  good-humoured. — The  motion  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  order  was  agreed  to,  so  that  the  bill  is  lost. 

The  three  Education  Bills,  brought  in  by  Lord  John 
Russell,  Sir  John  Packington,  and  Mr.  Miluer  Gibson, 
were  withdrawn. 

On  Tuesday,  July  3,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Palmers- 
ton,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  Her  Majesty's  Message  with  Regard 
to  Lord  Raglan's  Family.     The  message  having  been 
read,  Lord  Palmerston  moved  a  series  of  resolutions 
in  reply  to  it.     He  reminded  the  house  that  they  had 
often   bean  called  to   the   pleasing   duty  of  awarding 
thanks  to  those  warriors  who  had  deserved  well  of  their 
country,  and  that  the  walls  of  the  house  had  often  rung 
with  cheers  as  the  Speaker  conveyed  those  thanks  to  the 
individual.     But  their  task  on  the  present  occasion  was 
a  more  melancholy  one.     The  ear   which  would  have 
listened  to  the  Speaker's  praises  was  now  still  in  death 
— the    hand   which  had    so  often   been   raised  in   his 
country's  defence  was  now  cold  and  stiff  in  the  grave. 
But  Lord  Raglan  had   bequeathed   his   family  to   his 
country ;  and  he  doubted  not  that  the  country  would 
cheerfully  accept  the  legacy.     On  other  occasions  when 
rewards   of  this   kind   occurred  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
officer,  it  was  usual  to  award  a  pension,  varying  from 
2,000/.  to  3,000/.  a-year  for  the  lifetime  of  the  individual 
himself,  and  for  two  generations  next  in  succession.     As 
Lord  Raglan  was  now  no  more,  it  would  be  necessary 
in  some  degree  to  vary  this  precedent,  and  he  therefore 
would  propose  that  a  pension  of  1,000/.  a-year  should  be 
granted  to  Lady  Raglan  during  her  life,  and  that  a  further 
pension  of  2,000/.  a-year  be  granted  to  the  present  Lord 
Raglan,    and  to  his  son  succeeding  him,  during  their 
respective  lives.      Mr.  Disraeli,  Lord  John  Russell,  and 
other  members,  expressed  in  warm  language  their  con- 
currence in  the  resolutions. — The  question  was  put  from 
the  chair,  when  Mr.  M.  Gibson  interposed,  and  after 
remarking    that    the    Crimean    expedition    had    been 
undertaken  against  the  judgment  of  Lord  Raglan,  at 
the  instance  of  the  home  government,  inquired  what 
was   to   be    the    future   policy  of    the    administration 
respecting  the    conduct  of  the  war.      The  right  hon. 
member  "then  diverged  into  the  question  of  the  Vienna 


conferences,  and  commented  upon  certain  revelations 
respecting  the  opinions  of  the  noble  lord  the  member 
for  London,  which,  he  declared,  were  to  be  found  in  the 
last  circulars  of  Count  Buol.  He  sought  explanations 
also  touching  the  atrocities  committed  after  the  surren- 
der of  Kertch,  and  inveighed  against  the  criminal 
negligence  which  had  allowed  an  enterprise  said  to  be 
undertaken  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  civilisation  to 
receive  so  indelible  a  disgrace. — Lord  Palmerston 
said  there  was  a  season  for  all  things.  Her  Majesty's 
government  would  be  prepared  at  all  fitting  times  to 
defend  their  conduct ;  but  they  would  not  be  led  by  the 
taunts  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  or  by  the  cheers  of 
his  friends,  to  mix  up  with  a  subject  which  ought  to  be 
one  and  undivided,  topics  of  party  acrimony  or  the  hos- 
tility of  the  peace  party.  The  resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  July  5,  Petitions  complaining  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  Police  in  the  Late  Disturbances  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Roebuck  and  Mr.'Thomas  Duncombe. 
Mr.  Roebuck  stated  that  Mr.  Chaffyn  (one  of  the  peti- 
tioners) was  an  upholsterer  in  Oxford-street ;  that  on 
Monday  last,  having  just  returned  from  the  country,  he 
entered  a  news-shop  to  read  the  news ;  that  the  police 
came  and  said  to  the  shopman,  "  Damn  you,  why  don't 
you  shut  your  door?"  to  which  the  shopman  replied,  "I'll 
see  you  damned  first ;  "  that  then  the  police  struck  out 
with  their  truncheons,  nearly  breaking  Mr.  Chaffyn's 
arm ;  and  that  he  had  since  tried  in  vain  to  find  out  the 
man  who  assaulted  him.  After  a  good  deal  of  contro- 
versy on  points  of  order  and  form,  Sir  George  Grey 
asked  for  a  copy  of  the  statement,  and  promised  inquiry 
into  this  case. — Mr.  Duncombe  came  forward  with 
several  petitions,  and  attempted  to  speak  upon  them. 
Cries  of  "  Order  !  "  were  raised,  and  the  Speaker  re- 
marking that  the  grievances  complained  of  were  not 
grievances  of  the  kind  that  demand  immediate  inquiry, 
decided  that  Mr.  Duncombe  could  not  speak.  Where- 
upon Mr.  Duncombe  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
house ;  and  proceeded,  not  without  some  further  in- 
terruptions, to  detail  the  cases  of  alleged  outrage  and 
cruelty,  and  to  suggest  immediate  inquiry  as  the 
only  means  of  preventing  further  mischief.  A  man 
talking  to  his  neighbours  was  struck  under  each  ear  by 
two  policemen ;  another  was  knocked  down  in  Mount- 
street;  a  woman  following  her  bleeding  husband  was 
struck  on  the  breast ;  a  youth  was  struck  across  the  loins, 
without  any  provocation ;  a  soldier,  wounded  in  the 
Crimea — a  cripple,  who  could  not  move  rapidly — was 
cruelly  beaten.  Colonel  Aubrey,  late  of  the  Blues,  had 
volunteered  to  give  evidence  of  the  "  brutality  displayed 
by  a  body  of  ruffians  and  cowards,"  whom  he  could  not 
call  men.  Mr.  Duncombe  said  he  was  ready  to  substan- 
tiate all  these  cases  by  evidence  ;  and  at  a  future  time 
he  should  move  for  a  committee  of  inquiry.  —  Sir 
George  Grey  said  he  heard  the  statements  for  the 
first  time ;  had  they  been  laid  before  him  earlier,  he 
could  have  already  instituted  an  inquiry.  With  regard 
to  a  committee,  he  could  say  nothing,  not  knowing  the 
grounds  on  which  it  would  be  demanded.  After  a  con- 
siderable discussion,  the  motion  for  the  adjournment 
was  withdrawn. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  Tenants' 
Improvements  Compensation  Bill,  and  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  clause  14.  This  clause  provided  that 
tenants,  if  evicted,  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation  for 
improvements  made  before  the  passing  of  the  act. — Mr. 
Horseman  proposed  to  limit  the  retrospective  effect  of 
the  clause  to  twenty  years  ;  and  the  insertion  of  words 
to  that  effect  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  141  to  37. — 
Mr.  Serjeant  Shee  and  others  angrily  complained  that 
they  had  been  taken  by  surprise.  But  the  considera- 
tion of  the  clause  was  continued.  Some  amendments 
were  proposed  and  carried,  and  at  length  the  clause  was 
put,  and  negatived  by  138  to  102,  against  the  wish  of 
the  government.  This  led  to  a  warm  altercation  and 
the  exchange  of  sharp  words  between  Mr.  Shee  and 
Lord  Palmerston  ;  Mr.  Shee  accusing  the  Premier  of 
"  presumption  "  in  attacking  him ;  and  Lord  Palmer- 
ston announcing  that  he  should  be  guilty  of  the  pre- 
sumption of  attacking  Mr.  Shee  whenever  he  thought 
proper.  On  the  ground  that  without  the  retrospective 
clause  the  bill  would  be  an  utter  farce,  Mr.  Shee  urged 
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that  it  should  be  withdrawn.  But  Lord  Palmerston 
said  he  should  fix  the  bill  for  next  Thursday,  and  then 
the  house  might  say  what  should  be  done  regarding  it. 

On  Friday,  July  6,  Sir  John  Shelley  inquired 
whether,  after  the  allegations  made  in  petitions  respect- 
ing the  Conduct  of  the  Police,  the  government  would 
grant  an  inquiry  ? — Sir  George  Grey  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  the  petitions  afford  sufficient  ground  for 
inquiry.  "  With  regard  to  the  general  allegations 
which  have  been  made,  provided  it  does  not  imply  any 
condemnation  or  preconceived  judgment  against  the 
police — which,  I  am  bound  to  say,  information  I  have 
received  leads  me  to  believe  would  be  most  unmerited — 
I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  have  those  allega- 
tions submitted  to  a  searching  investigation."  The 
topic  was  further  prosecuted  at  different  times,  on 
motion  of  form. — Mr.  Duncombe  urged  an  inquiry  not 
by  commissioners  of  police,  but  by  a  government  com- 
mission.—Mr.  Bentinck  objected  to  the  exciting  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Duncombe  respecting  what  may  happen 
on  Sunday. — Other  members  took  part. — Mr.  Dundas 
defended  the  police,  as  an  eye-witness  :  he  described 
the  people  in  Hyde  Park  as  "  canaille,"  and  hinted 
that  nothing  will  "  frighten  a  mob  more  than  the  crash 
upon  the  pavement  of  the  trail  of  a  six-pounder." 
— Subsequently  Mr.  Roebuck  called  Mr.  Dundas  to 
account  for  this  suggestion,  as  unfit  for  the  house  of 
commons  and  unworthy  of  an  English  gentleman  ;  and 
at  a  later  period  Mr.  Dundas  apologised. — Sir  George 
Grey  renewed  an  assurance  that  the  inquiry  he  con- 
templated should  be  satisfactory  both  to  the  house  and 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  Milner  Gibson  requested  Lord  John  Russell 
to  explain  his  conduct  with  reference  to  the  recent 
Conferences  at  Vienna.  He  desired  to  know  how  it 
was  that,  after  having'agreed  to  the  Austrian  proposals 
for  peace,  as  stated  by  Count  Buol,  Lord  John  Russell 
retained  his  place  in  a  government  pledged  to  cripple 
Russia,  when  those  proposals  were  rejected  ? — Lord 
John  Russell  described  his  own  course  in  the  nego- 
tiations at  Vienna,  and  his  exertions  to  discover  the 
views  of  Austria  ;  and  recapitulated  the  Austrian  pro- 
positions, in  which  he  concurred,  and  which  he  thought 
would  give,  not  a  certainty,  but  a  very  fair  prospect  of 
the  duration  of  peace.  No  doubt,  "the  statement  of 
Count  Buol  was  in  the  main  an  accurate  statement. 
Lord  John  had  told  Count  Buol  that  his  instructions 
from  London  would  lead  him  to  suppose  that  the 
Austrian  proposals  would  not  be  accepted,  but  that  his 
own  opinion  was  that  they  ought  to  be,  and  might  be, 
accepted  ;  and  he  promised  Count  Buol  that  he  would 
do  his  best  to  put  these  propositions  in  such  a  light  that 
the  Austrian  government  might  hope  for  their  adoption. 
On  his  return  from  Vienna,  those  propositions  were 
deliberately  considered  by  the  cabinet.  Everything 
Lord  John  stated  had  due  weight,  and  was  fairly  placed 
in  opposition  to  the  disadvantages  of  such  a  peace. 
The  government  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  peace 
proposed  would  not  be  a  safe  peace,  and  that  they  could 
not  recommend  its  adoption.  It  was  not  correct  to  say 
that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  was  disposed  to  accept 
the  terms.  Before  he  knew  the  decision  of  the  English 
government,  the  Emperor  had  determined  to  change 
his  minister  and  to  reject  the  Austrian  proposal,  as  not 
affording  a  sufficient  foundation  for  peace.  Mr. 
Gibson  had  asked  why  Lord  John  continued  in  the 
government  which  rejected  his  counsel :  but  as  a  pleni- 
potentiary, it  was  for  him  to  submit  to  the  decision  of 
his  government ;  as  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  it  was  his 
duty  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  time — the 
failures  of  himself,  and  of  Lord  Derby  to  form  a 
government  that  promised  stability — the  attacks  to 
which  Lord  Palmersten  himself  was  exposed,  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  he  held  a  place  of  authority. 
Now  though,  out  of  office,  he  might  have  given  every 
support  to  his  noble  friend,  he  felt  that  his  resignation 
would  have  increased  the  instability  of  administration, 
and  would  have  been  considered  the  symptom  and 
precursor  of  other  changes.  Within  the  cabinet,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  minority  to  yield  to  the  majority,  if 
there  be  a  majority  and  a  minority  ;  for  an  individual 
to  defer  to  the  sentiments  of  the  cabinet  in  general,  and 
to  leave  it  to  the  house  of  commons  to  decide  whether 


or  not  they  are  to  be  trusted  with  the  conduct  of  public 
affairs. — Mr.  Cobden  blamed  Lord  John  Russell  for  not 
having  followed  the  example  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 
and  for  having,  by  showing  that  he  had  surrendered  his 
judgment,  struck  at  the  basis  of  confidence  in  public 
men.  He  affirmed  that  the  war  is  odious  in  France, 
citing  as  a  proof  that  the  Emperor  had  not  dared  to 
propose  an  extraordinary  levy  of  troops  ;  and  he  urged 
the  hopelessness  of  the  siege  of  Sevastopol.  In  the 
course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  Cobden  declared  that  he 
would  infinitely  rather  see  a  government  formed  of 
members  from  the  other  side,  and  take  the  hazard  of 
the  ".change  "— "  I  look  back  (he  said)  with  regret  on 
the  vote  which  I  gave  on  the  motion  which  changed 
Lord  Derby's  government.  I  regret  the  result  of  that 
motion;  for  it  has  cost  the  country  100  millions  of 
treasure,  and  between  20,000  and  30,000  good  lives." — 
Lord  Palmerston  defended  his  colleague  from  the 
astacks  of  Mr.  Cobden,  and  vindicated  his  conduct. 
With  regard  to  the  object  of  the  war,  which  Mr.  Gibson 
said  he  should  be  at  a  loss  to  explain,  Lord  Palmerston 
could  tell  him  that  there  is  not  a  peasant  in  England 
who  does  not  comprehend  the  objects  of  the  war.  Deny- 
ing that  he  had  ever  talked  of  going  on  a  crusade  to 
sever  Hungary  from  Austria  and  expel  the  Russians 
from  Poland,  he  declared  that  all  the  speeches  of  the 
members  for  the  West  Riding  and  for  Manchester 
would  not  break  the  manly  and  determined  spirit  of  the 
people,  whose  determinations  the  government  had  only 
fulfilled  in  rejecting  the  Austrian  propositions.  He 
supposed  it  is  meant  he  should  infer  that  when  next  a 
vote  is  proposed  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  remove 
the  government  from  their  places,  it  will  have  Mr. 
Cobden's  support.  Thus  he  wTill  be  voting  to  place  in 
power  a  set  of  gentlemen  who,  to  judge  by  the  language 
they  have  held  in  that  house,  are  as  determined  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  vigour  and  energy  as  the  present 
government. — Mr.  Roebuck  joined  in  the  censure  be- 
stowed upon  Lord  John  Russell,  but  turned  upon  Mr. 
Gibson  for  questioning  the  necessity  and  objects  of  the 
war. — Mr.  Disraeli  commented  on  the  extraordinary 
revelations  of  the  Minister,  and  revived  the  charges  of 
ambiguous  language  and  uncertain  conduct,  which 
events,  he  said,  had  established. — Sir  George  Grey 
replied  to  Mr.  Disraeli ;  and  with  a  few  words  from 
Lord  Goderich,  the  subject  dropped. 

On  Monday,  July  9,  Sir  B.  Hall  stated,  in  answer  to 
Colonel  Smyth,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment to  go  on  with  the  Public  Health  Bill  this  session, 
but  to  continue  the  present  bill  for  another  year. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Sir  J.  Pakington 
respecting  the  Riot  in  Belgrave-square  on  Sunday,  Sir 
George  Grey  replied,  it  was  hardly  necessary  for 
him  to  say  that  he  had  given  no  orders  to  withdraw  the 
ordinary  protection  of  the  police  from  Belgrave-square 
and  its  neighbourhood  on  that  day.  The  whole  damage 
was  caused  by  what  appeared  to  be  a  sudden  impulse 
on  the  part  of  the  crowd.  The  whole  mischief  was 
committed  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  before  the 
police  could  come  up  the  rioters  had  disappeared. — The 
subject  was  resumed  at  a  later  part  of  the  evening  by 
Mr.  Adderley,  who  said  the  mob  was  composed 
entirely  of  boys,  but  they  were  countenanced  by  others 
who  ought  to  have  known  better.  He  complained, 
however,  that  not  a  policeman  was  to  be  seen  on  the 
spot  till  after  the  mischief  was  done,  when  the  police 
appeared  in  force  enough  to  repel  a  hostile  invasion. — 
Sir  George  Grey  said  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  agreed  pretty  much  with  his  own  informa- 
tion, except  that  the  police  were  certainly  there  in  their 
ordinary  force.  He  agreed  that  the  conduct  of  the 
respectable  part  of  the  crowd  was  very  discreditable  to 
them,  and  he  believed  that,  instead  of  aiding,  they  had 
obstructed  the  efforts  of  the  police.  Some  prisoners 
were  taken,  but  more  might  have  been  apprehended  if 
the  inhabitants  had  acted  with  the  police.— Colonel 
Pennant,  after  adverting  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Admiral  Sir  G.  Seymour,  who  was  severely  wounded  in 
resisting  the  mob,  asked  if  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood  would  be  justified  in  banding  together 
for  self-defence  next  Sunday  ? — Sir  G.  Grey  said  every 
precaution  would  be  taken  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
these   scenes   next   Sunday,   and  the   police   wotild   be 
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happy  to  receive  the  assistance  of  the  residents  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  motion  for  bringing  up  "the  report  of  the 
Scottish  Education  Bill,  Mr.  E.  Lockhart  complained 
of  the  abrupt  manner  in  which  the  committee  came  to 
a  close  on  the  former  occasion,  by  which  means  several 
amendments  were  prevented  from  being  brought 
forward,  and  moved  that  the  bill  be  now  recommitted. 
— The  Lord  Advocate  resisted  the  motion,  and 
characterised  it  as  a  factious  one.  After  some  con- 
versation, the  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  147  to  S2,  and  the  house  proceeded  to  consider  the 
report.  Several  new  clauses  were  brought  up  and 
amendments  proposed ;  after  which  the  report  was 
received. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  committee  on  the 
Partnership  Amendment  Bill,  Mr.  Hastie  said  that 
the  bill  was  artfully  drawn  to  induce  old  merchants  to 
retire  from  business,  leaving  their  5000/.  in  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  cleverest  of  their  clerks,  with  which  he 
might  speculate  to  any  extent,  the  wealthy  partner 
running  no  risk  beyond  his  5000/.  He  then  proceeded 
to  quote  from  a  work  of  Mr.  M'Culloch  on  this  subject, 
which  he  did  at  such  length  that  first  Mr.  E.  Ball  and 
next  Mr.  J.  M'Gregor  rose  and  appealed  to  the  speaker 
whether  the  reading  of  a  whole  pamphlet  was  con- 
formable to  the  rules  of  the  house. — The  Speaker,  who 
had  some  difficulty  in  preserving  his  gravity  amidst  the 
general  laughter  of  the  house,  decided  that  a  member 
was  entitled  to  read  quotations  from  a  pamphlet ;  the 
disputed  point  was  a  question  of  degree. — Mr.  Hastie 
went  on,  and  after  reading  some  more  extracts,  he 
supposed  the  case  of  two  partners,  with  a  capital 
between  them  of  10,000/.  In  the  course  of  trade  they 
made  25,000/.  and  they  lost  30,000/.  It  would  then  be 
worth  their  while  to  become  bankrupt,  when  their 
liabilities  would  only  be  to  the  extent  of  10,000/.  which, 
with  their  profits,  would  enable  them  to  retire  with  a 
clear  gain  of  15,000/.  Believing,  then,  that  this  bill 
would  encourage  fraud,  he  moved  that  it  be  committed 
that  day  three  months. — Mr.  Mitchell  seconded  the 
motion.  He  laid  down  this  principle,  that  persons  who 
were  permitted  to  make  unlimited  profits  ought  to  be 
liable  with  their  whole  fortunes  to  loss. — Mr.  John 
M'Gregor,  who  supported  the  bill,  said  nobody  but  the 
large  capitalists  were  opposed  to  limited  liability. 
Therefore  he  was  not  surprised  that  Lord  Overstone  was 
hostile  to  it.  He  should  much  like  to  know,  however, 
whether  that  nobleman's  father,  when  he  travelled  about 
as  a  Unitarian  minister,  would  not  have  been  glad  to 
invest  51.  if  he  thought  he  could  get  5  or  10  per 
cent,  interest  for  it.  He  (Mr.  M'Gregor)  thought 
it  right  to  tell  bold  truths,  because  Lord  Overstone  was 
now  a  millionaire  of  commanding  influence  in  that  city, 
but  for  which  circumstance  he  would  never  have  been 
Lord  Overstone.  There  were  many  persons  who  wished 
to  become  Lord  Overstones  by  preventing  the  poor  man 
from  investing  5/.  without  incurring  an  unlimited 
responsibility. — Mr.  Wilkinson  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  considering  the  principle — that  of  altering  the  law 
so  that  a  man  lending  money  for  a  share  of  the  profits 
should  not  be  responsible  for  his  whole  property — to  be 
a  good  one. — Mr.  Malins  replied  to  Mr.  Hastie  and 
Mr.  Mitchell,  whose  speeches,  he  said,  abounded  with 
fallacies.  They  had  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  bill 
applied  only  to  dormant  partners. — A  few  remarks 
having  been  made  by  Mr.  Gregson,  Mr.  W.  Brown,  and 
Mr.  H.  Vivian,  the  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the 
house  went  into  committee  upon  the  bill ;  but,  after  the 
second  clause,  the  chairman  reported  progress. 

On  Tuesday,  July  10,  Sir  E.  Bulver  Lytton  gave 
notice  that  on  Friday  night,  on  going  into  committee  of 
supply,  or  at  the  first  suitable  opportunity,  he  would 
move  the  following  resolution  : — "  That  the  Conduct 
of  Our  Minister  in  the  Recent  Negotiations  at  Vienna 
has,  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  shaken  the  confidence 
of  this  country  in  those  to  whom  its  affairs  are  entrusted." 

Mr.  Stafford  inquired  Whether  Dr.  A.  Smith  had 
Retired,  and  whether  Dr.  Hall  still  continued  medical 
inspector- general  of  the  army  in  the  east. — Mr.  F.  Peel 
stated  that  Dr.  A.  Smith  continued  to  officiate  until  his 
successor  was  appointed,  and  that,  with  respect  to  Dr. 
Hall,  during  the  time  Lord  Panmure  had  been  at  the 


head  of  the  war  department  there  had  been  no  complaint 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  performed  his  duty, 
and  that  Lord  Panmure  had  therefore  not  removed  him 
from  the  headship  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
army  in  the  east. 

Mr.  Scully  brought  forward  the  subject  of  Adminis- 
trative Reform  by  moving  an  address,  thanking  her 
Majesty  for  the  order  in  council  of  the  21st  of  May  last, 
by  which  certain  persons  were  directed  to  examine  into 
and  certify  the  qualifications  of  all  young  men  proposed 
to  be  appointed  to  junior  situations  in  any  department 
of  the  civil  service  ;  and  praying  that  her  Majesty  will 
be  pleased  to  direct  the  examination  to  be  an  open  one, 
and  held  in  public,  and  that  the  examiners  do  have 
regard  to  superior  qualifications  and  merit.  He  men- 
tioned instances  in  which  he  thought  the  latter  condi- 
tion had  been  neglected,  and  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
he  gave  some  entertaining  proofs  of  the  greediness  for 
places  under  government,  and  the  extravagant  expecta- 
tions indulged  by  those  who  could  command  any  avenue 
to  members  of  parliament. — The  motion  was  seconded 
by  Lord  Goderich. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  the  government  were  as  desirous  as  Mr. 
Scully  of  promoting  administrative  reform ;  but  the 
question  was,  what  is  administrative  reform,  and  would 
the  measure  proposed  further  administrative  reform  ? 
Under  this  term  were  included  two  classes  of  measures, 
— one,  the  examination  of  all  the  existing  departments, 
with  reference  to  the  distribution  of  labour,  the  number 
ofpersons  employed,  and  their  efficiency.  A  series  of 
investigations  had  been  instituted  by  successive  govern- 
ments into  the  different  departments  of  the  state,  and 
all  practicable  recommendations  had  been  carried  into 
effect.  The  other  class  of  measures  involved  an  inquiry 
into  the  general  character  of  the  civil  service,  and  the 
order  in  council  of  the  21st  of  May  was  intended  to  im- 
prove the  state  of  that  service,  subject  to  the  existing 
condition,  by  placing  the  examination  of  nominees 
under  a  board  independent  of  all  influence  connected 
with  the  several  departments,  establishing  a  standard  of 
qualification,  in  conjunction  with  the  existing  rule  with 
respect  to  nominations,  and  under  this  order  commis- 
sioners had  been  appointed,  who  had  entered  upon  their 
duties.  Mr.  Scully  thought  this  order  did  not  go  far 
enough  in  the  way  of  reform,  and  desired  that  the  ex- 
amination should  be  open  to  the  public ;  that  any  person 
might  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  without  any  prelimi- 
nary examination ;  and  that  the  persons  appointed 
should  be  selected  out  of  a  given  number  of  persons. 
The  necessary  effect  of  adopting  this  plan  would  be  that 
all  civil  servants  under  the  crown  would  be  appointed 
without  any  reference  to  the  power  of  the  crown,  or  of 
persons  appointed  by  the  crown,  which  would  have  no 
veto  upon  their  nomination.  Sir  C.  Lewis  examined 
the  different  parts  of  the  scheme,  the  really  important 
feature  of  which  was,  he  observed,  the  rendering  ex- 
aminations competitive.  The  first  objection  to  this 
proposal  was,  that  the  introduction  of  the  principle  of 
competitive  examination  would  destroy  that  of  personal 
responsibility  for  the  choice  of  civil  servants.  Another 
objection  was,  that  by  such  a  principle  intellectual  ex- 
cellence might  be  obtained,  but  it  would  be  impossible 
to  gauge  moral  qualities.  If  the  scheme  were  adopted 
it  must,  in  the  end,  be  extended  to  the  whole  circle  of 
appointments,  including  magistrates  and  public  servants 
of  every  description.  The  general  experience  of  man- 
kind was  not  favourable  to  the  scheme,  which  had  not 
been  adopted  by  any  other  nation,  ancient  or  modern  : 
neither  did  our  own  mercantile  bodies  or  railway  com- 
panies act  upon  such  a  principle.  After  stating  the 
results  of  the  working  of  the  order  in  council,  he  put  it 
to  the  house  whether  it  was  desirable  so  soon  to  rescind 
it  for  the  sake  of  a  questionable  experiment,  fundamen- 
tally different  from  the  existing  system,  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  have  some  further  experience  of 
the  order  of  May.  He  therefore  moved  the  previous 
qtiestion. — Mr.  Wilkinson  supported  the  motion. — Mr. 
W.  S.  Lindsay  likewise  advocated  the  motion,  which 
he  considered  a  step  in  the  right  direction  of  adminis- 
trative reform. — Sir  S.  Northcote  denied  that  it  was 
intended  by  the  mover  to  revoke  the  order  of  May, 
upon  which  supposition  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  founded  an  objection.     The  real  object  was,  that  in 
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place  of  nominating  a  candidate  to  go  before  the  ex- 
aminers, the  examination  should  be  open  without 
nomination.  It  was  true  there  would  be  no  personal 
recommendation,  but  the  responsibility  would  be  only 
removed  from  the  patron  to  the  examiners,  and  there 
would  be  probation  afterwards.  He  replied  to  other 
objections  suggested  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
who  did  not  seem  to  be  aware,  he  said,  that  there  was  a 
precedent  for  the  plan  proposed  in  France,  where  a 
system  was  in  operation  with  reference  to  certain  pro- 
fessions. He  likewise  met  another  class  of  objections, 
drawn  from  our  political  and  social  position. — Sir  F. 
Baring  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  understood  that 
those  who  did  not  approve  this  proposal  were  hostile  to 
any  improvement  of  the  public  service  ;  but  he  did  not 
concur  in  the  sweeping  censure  cast  upon  that  service. 
With  regard  to  patronage,  he  did  not  believe  the  public 
mind  would  agree  with  those  who  sought  to  abolish  it 
altogether,  and  to  postpone  all  claims  of  public  servants 
to  open  competition.  The  persons  wanted  for  clerks  in 
a  public  office  were  not  first-class  men  from  the  Univer- 
sities ;  he  should  prefer  supernumerary  clerks  to  men 
chosen  by  competition,  who  were  over-educated  for 
their  office.  He  suggested  various  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  appointing  by  competition,  being  pretty  sure,  he 
said,  the  result  would  be  that  the  richer  classes  would 
get  the  best  appointments  under  that  system.  His  firm 
impression  was  that  the  fault  of  the  present  system  con- 
sisted in  the  unfortunate  arrangement  by  which  promo- 
tion went  by  seniority,  and  unfit  men  could  not  be 
removed. — Mr.  Gladstone  said  the  question  was  not 
so  much  whether  any  particular  expression  in  the 
motion  was  open  to  fair  exception,  but  on  the  issue 
raised  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  con- 
tended that  the  time  was  unsuitable  for  pronouncing 
such  an  opinion,  before  time  had  been  given  to  see  how 
the  order  in  council  worked.  But,  after  the  resolution 
of  Sir  B.  Lytton, — which  was  recommended  by  a  speech 
full  of  meaning,  advocating  free  admission  to  the  public 
service, — he  thought  it  was  eminently  the  time  to  show 
the  country  what  the  house  meant  by  that  resolution. 
He  reviewed  the  condition  of  the  civil  service  under  the 
existing  system,  pointing  out  its  evils,  which  tended  to 
equalise  the  good,  middling,  and  bad.  The  public  had 
a  right  to  be  served  by  the  best  men  it  could  get  for  the 
price  it  offered.  He  contended  that  the  present  system 
not  only  did  not  give  the  best  men,  but  that  it  created  a 
vast  mass  of  collateral  evils  connected  with  the  dispen- 
sation of  patronage,  which  kept  a  large  class  of  men  in 
a  state  of  expectancy,  wasting  their  lives  in  solicitation. 
He  combated  the  arguments  against  competition  em- 
ployed by  Sir  F.  Baring,  who  had  regarded  a  clerk,  he 
said,  as  a  constant  quantity,  whereas  the  quality  of 
clerks  differed  in  different  departments.  Discontent 
pervaded  the  whole  mass  of  the  civil  service,  owing  to 
the  standard  of  remuneration,  which  did  not  distinguish 
between  good  and  bad.  Promotion  by  seniority,  he 
agreed,  was  an  evil,  and  the  whole  question  of  admis- 
sion he  considered  to  be  a  secondary  one,  except  by  its 
connexion  with  promotion.  The  root  of  the  evil  lay  in 
the  system  of  nomination ;  the  cure  was  to  be  found  in 
the  adoption  of  another  system  which  made  merit  the 
passport  to  admission,  and  in  nineteen  cases  out  of 
twenty  examination  would  be  a  security  for  moral  as 
well  as  intellectual  character. — Mr.  Tite  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion. — Lord  Palmerston  said  all  parties 
were  agreed  on  the  propriety  of  filling  the  civil  depart- 
ments of  the  government  with  capable  men.  The  only 
difference  was  as  to  the  mode  of  effecting  that  object.  Ho 
defended  the  character  of  the  civil  servants  as  a  class, 
and  he  hoped  the  house  would  content  itself  for  the 
present  with  the  principle  of  examination  that  had  been 
established  ;  where  the  chief  of  a  department  had  two 
or  three  candidates  for  an  office,  a  competition  between 
them  might  with  advantage  be  established,  but  beyond 
that  he  would  not  for  the  present  go. — Mr.  Scully  replied. 
— After  which  the  house  divided,  when  the  previous 
question  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  140  to  125. 

On  Wednesday,  July  11,  the  motion  for  going  into 
committee  on  the  Church  Rates  Abolition  Bill  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Follett,  who  contended  that  the 
measure  constituted  a  first  step  towards  the  destruction 
of  the  established  church  in  this  country.     He  moved 


that  the  committal  of  the  bill  be  postponed  for  three 
months.— The  Attorney-General  remarked  upon 
the  public  agitation,  and  injury  to  the  church  itself, 
which  the  present  uncertain  state  of  the  church-rate 
question  occasioned.  It  was  time  that  the  controversy 
should  subside,  and  he  saw  no  means  of  allaying  disputes 
on  the  subject,  except  by  sanctioning  the  abolition  of 
rates.  In  a  legal  point  of  view  he  recommended  that 
step,  as  the  existing  law  recognised  an  obligation  which 
it  gave  no  means  of  enforcing,  and  thus  presented  an 
anomaly  at  once  baneful  and  ridiculous. — Lord  J.  Man- 
ners opposed  the  bill,  which  was  defended  by  Sir  W. 
Somerville  and  Mr.  E.  Ball. — Mr.  R.  Phillimore  sup- 
ported the  amendment,  believing  that  the  measure  gave 
unfair  and  exclusive  advantages  to  the  dissenters. — Mr. 
C.  Forster  expressed  his  conviction  that  the  only  way 
to  terminate  the  long-pending  dispute  was  by  a  total 
and  immediate  repeal  of  the  church-rate  impost,  as 
effected  by  the  bill  before  the  house. — Mr.  Wigram,  Mr. 
Vernon,  and  Mr.  Gurney  having  spoken  against  the 
measure,  Mr.  Bentinck  observed  that  no  cabinet 
minister  was  present,  and  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  which,  after  some  discussion  and  a  division, 
was  at  length  agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  July  12,  Lord  PALUERSTONlaidon  the 
table  the  Papers  containing  the  Close  of  the  Vienna 
Negotiations.  He  took  this  opportunity  of  stating  that 
he  would  resist  Mr.  Disraeli's  motion,  that  Sir  E.  Bulwer 
Lytton's  motion  of  censure  on  Lord  John  Russell  should 
be  brought  forward  to-morrow,  on  the  ground  that  the 
papers  he  had  just  laid  on  the  table,  and  which  were 
material  to  the  case,  could  not  be  in  the  hands  of  mem- 
bers till  to-morrow.  After  to-morrow,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion that  Sir  E.  B.  Lytton  should  bring  forward  his 
motion  on  any  day  that  it  suited  him.— Lord  J.  Russell 
took  the  opportunity  of  stating,  in  reply  to  a  question 
from  Mr.  Disraeli,  put  on  a  previous  day,  that  he  made 
his  statement  of  Friday  last  because  he  believed  there 
was  nothing  he  stated  which  the  house  might  not  have 
learned  from  other  sources.  He  had  since,  however, 
laid  the  question  before  her  Majesty,  and  had  obtained 
her  sanction  to  the  course  he  had  pursued.  He  wished 
also  to  correct  a  misrepresentation  of  what  he  said  on 
Friday  last.  It  was  certainly  true  that  when  he  returned 
from  Vienna  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  propositions  of 
Count  Buol  might  secure  an  honourable  peace.  But  it 
did  not  follow  that  he  thought  the  same  propositions 
would  be  equally  efficacious  now.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  this  country  had  no  choice  but 
vigorously  to  prosecute  the  war. — Mr.  Disraeli  did  not 
see  that  this  explanation  altered  the  position  of  the  noble 
lord.  The  charge  against  him  was,  that  returning  home 
from  Vienna  a  friend  of  peace — which  his  colleagues  did 
not  share  in — he  still  remained  a  member  of  the  cabinet, 
and  led  the  house  to  believe  that  he  was  an  advocate 
for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  denied  that 
the  noble  lord  had  any  right  to  disclose  the  Queen's 
counsels  without  the  Queen's  consent,  and  certainly 
there  were  no  means  of  knowing  what  passed  in  the 
cabinet,  unless  the  noble  lord  had  told  them.  With 
regard  to  the  question  now  before  them,  he  charged 
Lord  Palmerston  with  having  altered  the  day  of  supply, 
which  was  originally  fixed  for  Friday,  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  this  question,  and  even  now  the  noble  lord  did 
not  hold  out  a  promise  of  Monday.  The  noble  lord 
talked  of  papers — he  did  not  believe  that  any  papers  to 
be  produced  could  affect  the  judgment  of  the  house,  but 
if  the  noble  lord  would  promise  to  give  them  Monday, 
he  would  not  insist  on  Friday. — Lord  Palmerston  said, 
Mr.  Disraeli  made  much  ado  about  nothing.  He  had 
not  fixed  supply  for  Friday,  and  if  he  had  he  would 
have  altered  it  when  the  hon.  baronet  gave  his  notice, 
because  he  did  not  think  it  right  that  the  question  should 
be  discussed  without  the  papers,  though  he  could  per- 
fectly well  understand  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  tactics 
in  wishing  the  house  to  decide  the  question  before  they 
had  the  means  of  understanding  it.  He  repeated  now 
what  he  stated  before,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
debate  taking  place  any  day  after  the  papers  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  house,  and  he  would  readily,  therefore,  fix 
supply  for  Monday.  He  defended  Lord  John  Russell 
for  the  statement  he  made  on  Friday  without  the  Queen's 
consent,  which  he  said  was  done  every  day. — Sir  E.  B. 
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Lytton  was  not  surprised  at  the  noble  lord  thinking 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  made  much  ado  about  nothing, 
for  he  believed,  in  point  of  chronological  order,  "  Much 
Ado  about  Nothing  "  came  next  after  the  "  Comedy  of 
Errors."  He  had  no  objection  to  accept  Monday  for  his 
motion,  and  suggested  that  it  would  better  befit  the 
«ravity  of  the  subject  if  it  were  taken  as  a  substantive 
motion  instead  of  as  an  amendment  on  a  committee  of 
supply.  —  Lord  Palmerston  assented.  —  Sir  J.  Walsh 
suggested  that  as  the  debate  was  likely  to  be  adjourned, 
Mr.  Roebuck  should  postpone  his  motion  which  stood 
for  the  following  Tuesday.— Mr.  Koeuuck  agreed  to  the 
suggestion,  and  postponed  his  motion  accordingly. 

The  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Scottish  Edu- 
cation Bill  was  opposed  by  Sir  J.  Ferguson,  who 
objected  to  the  measure  because  it  trenched  upon  the 
influence  cf  the  church  in  Scotland.  He  moved  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  three  months. — Mr. 
L.  Heywood  supported  this  amendment,  and  a  division 
took  place,  on  which  there  appeared — for  the  third 
reading,  105  ;  against,  102 :  majority,  3.  The  declara- 
tion of  this  narrow  majority  elicited  much  cheering  from 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  and  was  subsequently  made 
the  ground  for  many  appeals  to  the  Lord  Advocate  to 
abandon  his  measure.  Many  supplemental  clauses  and 
additional  amendments  were  afterwards  discussed,  some 
serious  complaints  being  urged  respecting  an  alleged 
conversion,  under  sudden  and  mysterious  influences,  of 
a  large  section  of  Scotch  members  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill.  Ultimately  a  division  was  taken  on  the  question 
that  the  bill  should  pass,  which  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  130  to  115. 

On  Friday,  July  13,  Sir  Henry  Willoughby  asked 
if  it  was  intended  to  propose  any  Supplementary 
Estimates,  and  when  ?  —  Sir  George  Lewis  said 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  first  quarter  had  been 
iu  excess  of  the  estimates  ;  if  it  continued  at  the 
same  rate  the  sums  already  voted  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient. It  would  therefore  be  necessary  to  present  a 
supplementary  estimate  for  a  considerable  amount,  both 
for  the  naval  and  war  departments.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Disraeli,  he  further  stated  that  the  government  did  not 
enter  into  an  engagement  that  it  would  not  raise  by  way 
of  loan  any  further  sum  until  the  last  instalments  of  the 
lean  of  16,000,0002.  have  been  paid.  But  he  did  not 
wish  to  convey  that  government  entertained  any  inten- 
tion of  raising  another  loan  for  the  service  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Thomas  Duncombe  made  an  inquiry  respecting 
the  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the 
Police.  Sir  George  Grey  said,  it  had  been  determined 
to  appoint  a  commission,  which  would  consist  of  the 
Fiecorder  of  the  City  of  London,  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  ; 
the  Recorder  of  Manchester,  Mr.  R.  B.  Armstrong  ; 
and  Mr.  Henderson,  the  Recorder  of  Liverpool.  It  was 
thought  necessary  that  a  commission  should  be  issued 
under  the  great  seal  to  empower  the  commissioners  to 
take  evidence  on  oath. 

On  Monday,  July  16th,  Lord  John  Russell  took 
occasion  to  make  an  explanation  respecting  his  llesigna- 
tion.  Recent  events,  he  said,  having  been  complicated 
and  perverted,  he  wished  to  place  before  the  house 
some  account  of  his  conduct  in  these  difficult  transac- 
tions. It  had  been  said  that  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
use  his  influence  with  the  government  to  accept  certain 
Austrian  propositions.  This  was  not  true,  but  it 
was  true  that  he  did  lay  these  propositions  before  the 
cabinet,  and  he  did  so  in  concurrence  with  persons  of 
great  weight  and  authority.  He  brought  those  propo- 
sitions to  London  on  the  29th  of  April,  and  a  cabinet 
was  held,  at  which  they  were  not  adopted,  circum- 
stances having  occurred,  quite  independent  of  the 
merits  of  the  propositions  themselves,  which  made  it, 
to  his  mind,  impossible  to  agree  to  them.  With 
regard  to  the  merits  of  those  propositions,  he  justified 
the  opinion  he  had  first  formed  of  them,  believing  then 
that  they  might  afford  the  means  of  combining  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  against  the  future  aggressions  of 
Ivussia,  and  placing  Turkey  in  a  secure  position.  Having 
slated  the  general  grounds  upon  which  he  had  thought 
at  the  time  that  the  propositions  might  have  been  ac- 
cepted, he  went  on  to  show  that  further  knowledge  of 
the  views  of  Austria  as  to  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
her  by  the  treaty  of  December  the  2nd,  induced  her 


Majesty's  government  to  think  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  enter  into  negotiations  founded  upon  her  last 
proposition,  and,  in  these  circumstances,  things 
reverted  to  their  original  condition,  and  war  must  be 
continued  to  obtain  the  objects  for  which  it  was  com- 
menced. It  had  been  made  a  reproach  to  him,  he 
observed,  that,  in  a  speech  made  since  his  return  from 
Vienna,  he  had  been  in  favour  of  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the. war,  or,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Disraeli,  became 
"  an  uncompromising  advocate  of  war."  After  the  re- 
jection of  the  Austrian  propositions  he  had  no  other 
course.  But  it  had  been  said  that  the  house  had  not 
been  informed  at  the  time  of  the  fact  of  these  Austrian 
propositions.  He  was  not  responsible,  he  said,  for  that ; 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Foreign  Secretary  to  make  this 
communication  ;  but  he  thought  it  was  quite  right  on 
the  part  of  the  government  to  abstain  from  a  premature 
communication,  which  would  have  been  unjustifiable 
and  a  dereliction  of  duty  on  their  part.  Mr.  Disraeli 
and  others  seemed  to  believe  that  there  were  but  two 
abstract  things  to  be  considered — one  peace,  another 
war.  But  the  government  had  viewed  the  matter  dif- 
ferently ;  they  thought  peace  preferable  to  war ;  that 
satisfactory  terms  might  be  obtained,  and  that  a  limita- 
tion of  the  Russian  fleet  would  furnish  a  security, 
thoxigh  an  imperfect  one,  that  would  justify  a  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  When  the  propositions  of  Austria 
were  refused  he  fell  back  upon  his  former  opinions,  and 
from  the  week  ending  the  5th  of  May  the  cabinet  was 
as  united  a  cabinet  as  he  had  ever  known,  but  the 
impression  seemed  to  prevail  that,  because  he  had  taken 
a  favourable  view  of  the  Austrian  propositions,  he  must 
be  ever  after  incapable  of  serving  her  Majesty  during 
the  war.  He  was  not  of  that  opinion.  Finding,  how- 
ever, that  impressions,  founded  either  upon  errors  he 
had  committed,  or  upon  misapprehension  and  misrepre- 
sentation of  his  conduct,  were  so  wide  and  general  that 
his  presence  in  the  cabinet  would  be  disadvantageous, 
he  had  pressed  his  resignation,  which  had  been  tendered 
once  before.  Having  taken  that  course  he  did  not  feel 
at  all  discontented  at  the  position  in  which  he  stood.  He 
had  acted  on  what  he  believed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country,  and  with  a  view  to  the  public  interests. 
He  rejoiced  to  have  left  sincere  friends  in  the  cabinet, 
and  although  there  was  another  class  of  friends  who 
were  of  a  different  character,  he  trusted  they  were  few, 
and  he  regarded  them  with  nothing  but  contempt. 

Sir  E.  Bulwer  Lytton  then  Withdreic  the  Resolu- 
tion of  Censure  of  which  he  had  given  notice.  He 
stated  the  grounds  of  his  motion  at  great  length.  He 
reviewed  the  conduct  of  Lord  John  Russell  with  rela- 
tion both  to  the  previous  and  the  existing  government, 
as  well  as  in  the  Vienna  conferences,  contending  that 
it  bore  out  his  resolution,  which  set  forth  that  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country  in  the  ministry  was  forfeited  by 
the  retention  of  the  colonial  secretary  among  the  advisers 
of  the  crown.  Lord  John  Russell,  he  contended,  had 
pledged  himself  to  accept  the  principle  of  naval  counter- 
poise, which  was  repudiated  by  the  government  gene- 
rally, and  by  the  public  unanimously ;  and  nevertheless 
had  beguiled  the  country  by  a  speech  advocating  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  a  war  which  he  must  actually 
have  believed  to  be  unnecessary.  This  speech  he  cha- 
racterised as  evasive  and  disingenuous,  and  argued  that 
it  sufficed  to  destroy  all  reliance  either  in  the  speaker 
himself  or  the  colleagues  who  countenanced  and  recog- 
nised him.  The  stigma  of  insincerity  had  reached  every 
member  of  the  administration,  and  resulted  in  a  degree 
of  feebleness  in  the  executive  which  was  fraught  with 
discredit  and  peril  to  the  country.  Neither  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  colonial  secretary,  nor  the  papers  lately 
published  respecting  the  conferences,  had  diminished 
his  conviction  that  Lord  Palmerston  and  his  govern- 
ment had  deserved  to  lose  the  confidence  of  the  country. 
Adverting  to  the  European  aspect  of  the  question,  he 
contended  that  the  Austrian  alliance  was  little  worth 
the  sacrifices  that  had  been  vainly  made  to  secure  it. 
Returning  to  the  point  immediately  before  the  house, 
he  remarked  that  the  retirement  of  Lord  John  Russell, 
though  it  had  not  cancelled  his  errors,  or  retrieved  the 
loss  of  credit  and  the  disparagement  to  their  integrity 
on  the  part  of  the  whole  administration,  had  so  far 
accomplished  the   object  of   the   resolution   which  he 
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himself  proposed  as  to  justify  its  withdrawal. — After  a 
long  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Bouverie,  Lord  Palmer- 
ston, Mr.  Disraeli,  Mr.  Roebuck,  Sir  G.  Grey,  and  Mr. 
Gladstone  took  part,  Sir  Bulwer  Lytton's  resolution  was 
withdrawn  by  consent. 

On  Tuesday,  July  17,  Mr.  Roebuck  rose  to  move  his 
Resolution  of  Censure  upon  the  late   Government   in 
Consequence  of  the  Report  of  the  Sebastopol  Committee. 
He  referred  to  the  gloomy  reports  which  had  led  to  the 
appointment  of  that  committee,  and  he  reminded  the 
house  that  the  evidence  taken  before   that  committee 
substantiated  to  the  letter  the  gloomiest  of  the  gloomy 
reports  that  were  circulated.     He  paid  a  warm  tribute 
to  the  merits  of  Lord  Raglan  as  a  soldier  whose  death 
in  the  service  of  his  country  would  ever    hallow  his 
memory.     He  read  the  censure  which  the  committee 
had  passed  upon  the  members  of  the  late  administration, 
which,  he  said,  compelled  him,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  bring  forward  this  resolution.     He  divided 
Lord   Aberdeen's   cabinet    into   three    separate    parts. 
First  came  Lord  Aberdeen  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
Then  came  the  more  important  members  of  the  cabinet 
— Lord  Palmerston,  Lord  John  Russell,  Sir  J.  Graham, 
Mr.   Gladstone,  Lord  Clarendon,  and  Mr.  Sidney  Her- 
bert.    All  the  rest  he  considered  to  be  a  mere  herd ; 
but  their  insignificance  ought  not  to  shelter  them  from 
condemnation.     It    was  said  this   motion  was   of  too 
sweeping  a  nature,  and  that  it  would  ostracise  every 
man  of  mark  on  the  liberal  side.     He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  was  true ;  but  it  was  not  his  fault.     He  did  not 
commit  the  wrong — he  only  administered  the  punish- 
ment.    His  cbarge  against  the  ministers  was,  that  when 
the  war  was  imminent  they  made  no  preparations  for  an 
event   which   they   must    have  known   to   be    certain. 
Another  charge  against  them  was  that  no  adequate  re- 
serves were  provided  for  the  army,  which  was  originally 
too  small  for  its  purpose.     The  conclusive  evidence  of 
this  was  that  no  road  was  provided  from  Balaklava  to 
the  camp,  which  left  our  army  naked  and  unprovided, 
and  caused  them  to  die  like  sheep.     But  then  it  was 
said  that  this  committee  had  done  its  work,  and  that 
they  had  got  rid  of  all  the  elements  of  mischief.     Of 
that  he  was  very  far  from  being  confident.     Besides,  be 
did  not  think  it  was  fair  that  some  members  of  that 
cabinet  should  be  dismissed,  and  others  retained.     In 
particular,  he  thought  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had 
been  made  a  scapegoat  for  the  sins  of  others.     He  would 
say  the  same  of  Mr.  S.  Herbert.     He  did  not  say  Mr. 
Herbert  was  not  often  wrong ;  but  he  was  conscientious 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty.     "Who  then  were  to  be 
punished  ?     Those  who  now  were  enjoying  the  sweets 
of  office.     He  would  have  all  punished,  and  not  a  part, 
and  therefore  he  directed  his  censure  against  those  who 
remained   still  in   power.       After   apologising  for   his 
physical  debility,  which  would  not  allow  him  to  proceed 
further,    he    concluded    by   moving  the   resolution. — 
General  Peel  moved  the  previous  question.     The  reso- 
lution of  the  committee,  if  it  meant  anything,  meant 
condemnation  of  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea.     In  that 
condemnation  he  was  not  prepared  to  concur.     It  was 
true  the  expedition  was  undertaken  without  sufficient 
knowledge  ;  but  if  ministers  had  waited  till  they  were 
well  informed,  they  never  would  have  undertaken  any 
expedition  whatever.     At  the  same  time  he  could  not 
see  the  sagacity  in  planning  the  expedition  which  Mr. 
Adair  pointed  to  in  the  motion  he  intended  to  bring 
forward.     It  was  plain  that  ministers  never  contemplated 
anything  but  immediate  success,  and  that  the  prepara- 
tions for  a  winter  campaign  were  not  thought  of  till  it 
was  discovered  that  the  army  could  neither  take  Sebas- 
topol nor  raise  the  siege.     But  though  he  thought  the 
government  was  not  wise  in  yielding  to  the  clamour  of 
the  country  and  the  press,  he  was  not  prepared  to  con- 
demn them  on  that  account.      He  was  in  favour   of 
ousting  the  government  by  fair  means,  and  he  would  be 
no  party  to  censuring  public  men,  which  he  believed 
was    already  doing    immense    injury  to  the  best  in- 
terests  of  the  country.      After  reading  extracts  from 
private   letters,    to   show  the  mischief  that  was  being 
done,    he     entreated    the   house    not    to    dwell    upon 
what   could  not  now  be   recalled,   but  to  join   their 
efforts  for  bringing  the  war  to  a  successful  conclusion. — 
The   motion  was  supported   by  Mr.  Conolly  and  Mr. 


Maguire  ;    and    the    amendment    by   Mr.    Lowe,   the 
Marquis  of  Granbv,  Mr.  J.  Phillimore,  Mr.  Gordon  and 
Sir  J.  Walsh. — Sir  J.   Graham  having  expressed  his 
regret  that  no  minister  had  risen  to  state  the  intentions 
or  the  wishes  of  government,  said  he  had  resisted  the 
appointment  of  the  committee,  believing  the  investiga- 
tion would  not  be  pushed  to  an  extent  consistent  with 
justice,  or  that,  if  pushed  to  such  an  extent,  political 
danger  might  arise  from  the  inquiry.     That  danger  had 
been  avoided,  but  justice  had  not  been  satisfied.     The 
inquiry  was  now  complete  and  before  the  house,  and  he 
thought  it  their  duty  not  to  shrink  from  pronouncing 
their  decision.     He  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  resist  the 
previous  question,  in  the  hope  that  the  house,   having 
all  the  materials  before  it  for  pronouncing  a  judgment, 
would  pronounce  a   decision,  ay   or  no,  whether   the 
members  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  government  deserved  the 
reprehension  of  the  house. — Lord  Seymour  had  ob- 
jected to  the  committee  on  many  grounds,  but  when  it 
was  appointed  he  had  made  up  his  mind  not  to  shrink 
from  his  duty.     No  doubt  the  evidence  was  imperfect, 
for  the  committee  was  continually  stopping  because  they 
were  treading  on  dangerous  ground.     He  did  not  think 
that  the  country  was  animated  with  vindictive  feelings, 
and  that  future  zeal  would  atone  for  past  deficiencies. 
— Sir  J.  Pakington  said  Mr.  Roebuck  had  appealed 
to  the  members  of  the  committee  to  support  him,  and 
he  was  prepared,  with  great  reluctance  and  pain,  to 
give   him   that  support.      He   considered  that   the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  reasons  brought  against  the  motion 
justified  every  member  in  supporting  it,  and  he  treated 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Lowe  and  Sir  J.  Graham  as  mere 
bugbears,  called  up  to  persuade  the  house  to  overlook 
the  real  point  at  issue.     Having  entered  at  some  length 
into  the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  late  ministry  to 
undertake  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea,  he  condemned 
their  conduct,  nor  did  he  think  the  present  cabinet  were 
to  be  exempted,  for  recent  transactions  had  shown  that 
they   had   not   dealt   fairly   by   the    country. — Sir    C. 
Wood  denied  the  conclusions  of  the  preceding  speaker. 
The  object  of  the  motion,  according  to  the  proposer, 
was   to    censure    the   present  government,   who  were 
members  of  the  late  cabinet,  but  they  had  heard  nothing 
but  charges  against  Lord  Aberdeen  and  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle.      They  had  retired   from  office,  and  with 
them   the   whole   cabinet  had  retired.     After  several 
intermediate   attempts,    the    present   government    was 
formed,  including  three  gentlemen  peculiarly  associated 
with  Lord  Aberdeen.     These  gentlemen  had  also  retired 
since   that  time,   and    although    many  charges    were 
brought   against  them    for  their  connection  with  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  he  was  satisfied  the  country  would 
eventually  do  them  full  justice.     He  could  not  agree 
that  the  other  members  of  the  government  were  re- 
sponsible  for   the   management    of    departments   with 
which  they  did  not  interfere,  although  he  would  not 
throw  off  any  responsibility  which  attached  to  them  or 
their    colleagues.       The     debate    was     adjourned     to 
Thursday. 

On  Thursday,  July  19,  the  Adjourned  Debate  teas 
Resumed  by  Mr.  Gaskell,  who  supported  Mr.  Roebuck's 
motion. — The  Attorney-General  opposed  the  motion, 
contending  that  it  was  unjust  to  visit  on  Lord  Palmer- 
ston, now  at  the  head  of  the  government,  the  punish- 
ment due  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  Aberdeen  cabinet. 
— Mr.  Whiteside  replied  to  the  Attorney-General, 
and  rested  the  question  upon  the  doctrine  of  ministerial 
responsibility — the  accountability  of  a  cabinet  for  the 
acts  and  counsels  of  every  individual. — Lord  J.  Russell 
could  not  accept  for  himself,  and  he  hoped  Lord 
Palmerston  would  not  accept,  the  excuses  offered  by  the 
Attorney-General.  The  question  to  which  Mr.  Roebuck 
had  invited  them  was  of  a  very  grave  nature.  It 
amounted  to  this — that  every  leading  man  on  the 
liberal  side  of  the  house  was  to  be  expelled  from  office, 
and  almost  excluded  from  the  house  ;  and  that  the  men 
who  opposed  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  opposed  reform, 
who  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws,  were  alone  to 
conduct  the  affairs  of  this  country.  It  might  have 
been  expected  that  a  person  professing  liberal  opinions 
would  at  least,  in  moving  such  a  resolution,  confine 
himself  to  the  strictest  accuracy  in  point  of  fact.  But 
was  that  so  ?     The  accuracy  of,  some  statements  had 
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already  been  challenged  by  other  speakers,  and  he 
might  point  out  another.  Mr.  Rot-buck  said  that 
ministers  were  idling  in  the  country  while  cold,  hunger, 
and  disease  were  decimating  our  army.  But  ministers 
were  in  the  country  in  the  early  autumn — cold,  hunger, 
and  disease  did  not  fall  upon  the  army  till  mid-winter. 
So  much  for  Mr.  Roebuck's  love  of  truth  and  justice. 
He  must  remind  the  house  of  a  great  defect  in  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman's  speeches.  His 
exordiums  were  strong,  and  his  perorations  admirable, 
but  ttae  middle  of  his  speech,  the  evidence  on  which 
the  charges  should  rest,  were  wholly  wanting.  There 
were  the  beak  and  the  claws  of  a  bird  of  prey,  but  the 
inside  was  stuffed  with  straw.  To  quote  the  language 
of  Curran,  Mr.  Roebuck  perched  upon  assertions,  and 
called  them  conclusions.  There  were  two  points  before 
the  house,  and  Mr.  Roebuck  cautiously  abstained,  in 
his  love  of  truth  and  justice,  from  saying  on  which 
of  these  two  points  he  relied  for  condemnation.  That  the 
army  had  not  received  proper  supplies  was  one  charge ; 
that  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea  was  wholly  wrong  in 
policy  was  another.  On  which  of  these  two  charges 
was  he  to  be  condemned  ?  Mr.  Roebuck  left  members 
to  take  their  choice,  so  that  those  who  refused  to 
condemn  on  one  ground  might  do  it  on  the  other.  He 
said  that  on  both  points  the  inquiry  was  partial  and 
incomplete — it  could  not  be  thoroughly  gone  into  without 
touching  on  the  delicate  ground  of  the  French  alliance, 
and  therefore  he  thought  the  only  proper  vote  to  which 
the  house  could  come  would  be  the  previous  question. 
He  defended  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea,  and  said 
that  the  object  was  worth  the  risk  that  was  run  ;  for,  if, 
Sebastopol  had  been  taken — and  there  was  reason  to 
expect  it  would — peace  might  have  been  secured.  Was 
it  therefore  desirable  that  the  house  should  inflict 
censure  upon  those  who  projected  the  expedition  ?  If 
the  house  came  to  such  a  conclusion,  it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  commit  a  great  injustice.  Then  on  the  question 
of  policy,  was  it  desirable  that  at  this  moment  the 
house  should'come  to  a  vote  that  would  have  the  effect 
of  displacing  the  present  administration  ?  This  led 
to  the  further  question,  whether  or  not  the  present 
ministers  were  carrying  on  the  war  with  sufficient 
vigour.  If  those  now  in  power  had  shown  themselves 
utterly  incompetent,  there  would  be  a  case  for  dismissing 
them,  and  with  disgrace  ;  but  Mr.  Roebuck  had  made 
out  no  such  case.  Convinced  that  the  house  would 
decide  fairly,  he  was  willing  to  accept  the  "  previous 
question, ';  and  equally  ready  to  abide  by  its  decision 
upon  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  resolution — a  reso- 
lution conceived,  he  said,  in  malice,  and  which  could 
lead  to  no  object  useful  to  the  country. — Mr.'. Bright 
had  not  voted  for  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
because  he  believed  at  the  time  it  was  directed 
against  Lord  Aberdeen  and  his  immediate  friends. 
But  now  it  had  been  appointed,  and  that  every  charge 
against  the  government  had  been  proved,  he  asked 
how  the  house  meant  to  deal  with  it  ?  Surely  it 
was  not  all  to  end  in  the  mere  concentration  of  a  few 
departments,  which  had  been  urged  'upon  the  govern- 
ment years  ago.  He  believed  the  motion  was  intended 
to  be  a  vote  of  censure  specifically  upon  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  government.  That  issue  he  for  one 
was  ready  to  accept,  and  in  support  of  it  he  went 
over  the  history  of  the  noble  lord  in  his  foreign  policy, 
commenting  with  hostility  upon  his  conduct  in  relation 
to  the  war.  He  considered  that  his  was  a  vote  of  con- 
fidence in  Lord  Palmerston,  and  he  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  noble  lord. — Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  thought 
the  country  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Roebuck  for  the 
labour  and  spirit  with  which  he  had  conducted  the 
inquiry,  the  result  of  which  was  of  the  highest  import- 
ance ;  but  he  thought  the  resolution  went  too  far,  and 
he  should  have  been  the  less  indisposed  to  concur  in  it 
if  the  censure  had  not  been  so  sweeping  and  comprehen- 
sive. He  very  freely  criticised  the  measures  of  the  late 
administration,  complaining  of  their  tardiness  and  their 
trust  in  the  virtue  of  protocols.  He  differed  from  Mr. 
Bright  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  Lord  Palmerston ; 
he  had  great  confidence  in  the  spirit  and  determination 
of  that  noble  lord,  and  would  concur  in  no  vote  that 
would  eject  him  from  office,,  although  he  did  not  think 
he  had  shown  his  characteristic  energy.     He  hoped, 


however,  that  he  would  exert  himself  with  real  vigour, 
for  if  measures  were  not  adopted  earnestly  to  prosecute 
the  war,  in  which  the  army  in  India  might  be  employed, 
the  sooner  the  present  administration  was  got  rid  of  the 
better.  He  must  say  that  there  had  been  great  tardi- 
ness in  the  support  of  the  army  by  the  late  government, 
and  he  believed  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  generous 
efforts  of  the  press,  and  the  disinterested  conduct  of  our 
ally,  the"  Emperor  of  the  French,  our  army  might  have 
perished  altogether.  But  he  had  no  apprehension  of  the 
future,  and  he  denied  that  any  disasters  at  all  of  a 
military  kind  had  befallen  our  army.  On  the  contrary, 
the  disgrace  Sinfiicted  upon  Russia,  a  great  military 
power,  which  had  domineered  over  the  world,  was  un- 
paralleled in  the  annals  of  war.  He  concluded  with  an 
encouraging  picture  of  the  prospects  of  the  contest, 
placing  in  remote  perspective  the  total  break-up  of 
the  vast  empire  of  Russia.  —  Captain  Gladstone, 
as  a  member  of  the  Sebastopol  committee,  opposed 
the  motion,  and  Mr.  Muntz  supported  it. — Mr.  S.  Her- 
bert urged  that,  after  the  accusations  that  had  been 
brought  against  the  late  government,  the  house  should 
specifically  decide  which  of  those  accusations  were  true, 
and  which  false.  He  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  policy 
of  the  Crimean  expedition,  and  to  defend  the  practical 
measures  by  which  it  had  been  carried  out.  Believing, 
for  his  own  part,  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  distinct  verdict 
of  guilty  or  not  guilty,  he  declared  hisintcntion  of  voting 
against  the  amendment  of  General  Peel,  by  which  a 
division  would  'he  evaded. — Mr.  E.  Ellice  could  not 
assent  to  the  motion  of  the  member  for  Sheffield,  nor 
could  he  join  in  censuring  an  expedition  with  which,  if 
it  had  been  successful,  no  fault  would  have  been  found. 
— Sir  G.  Grey  treated  the  motion  as  involving  a  specific 
charge  against  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  then  entered  into  a  detail  of  past  debates 
and  occurrences,  from  which  he  argued  that  the  en- 
deavour to  assign  blame  to  the  noble  viscount  was 
comparatively  a  recent  thought.  He  denied  that  the 
ministry  had  endeavoured  to  shield  themselves  under  a 
motion  of  "  the  previous  question,"  professing  himself 
perfectly  prepared  to  challenge  a  direct  negative  to  the 
resolution  proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for 
Sheffield. — Lord  J.  Manners  very  briefly  supported 
the  resolution. — Lord  Palmerston  said  he  should 
stand  but  a  short  time  between  the  house  and  its  de- 
cision. He  submitted  that  the  motion  was  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  that  had  ever  been  presented  to 
parliament.  He  acknowledged  his  full  responsibility 
for  all  the  acts  of  the  Aberdeen  cabinet,  but  contended 
that  the  attempt  was  indefensible  by  which  it  was 
sought  to  render  responsibility  personal  and  perpetual 
against  the  ministers  who  were  not  charged  with  the 
conduct  of  departments  when  failures  were  discovered. 
When  the  events  were  much  more  recent,  he  observed, 
Lord  Derby  had  not  considered  himself  and  some  other 
members  of  the  late  government  unfit  for  office,  having 
invited  their  accession  to  the  ministry  he  was  attempt- 
ing to  perform.  The  noble  lord  then  adverted  to  the 
war,  and  contended  that  the  successive  operations  which 
had  been  undertaken  during  the  past  year  were  wisely 
counselled  and  gallantly  performed.  No  object  re- 
mained to  be  accomplished  by  the  resolution  now  pro- 
posed, except  to  dismiss  the  ministry  for  faults  which 
they  had  not  committed,  and  which  were  fully  repaired. 
— Mr.  Diskaeli  remarked  that  the  government  had 
not  ventured  to  propose  a  negative  to  the  vote  of  cen- 
sure, but  asked  the  house  to  consent  not  to  express  any 
opinion  at  all.  Let  the  house  remember  what  had  been 
the  course  of  events  with  regard  to  this  motion.  A 
few  months  before  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  army  before  Sebastopol  had  been  appointed  by 
an  immense  majority  of  that  house.  What  was  the 
cause  of  the  appointment  of  that  committee.  Was  it 
the  feeling  of  the  house  ?  No ;  it  was  the  feeling  of 
the  country.  As  Inkerman  was  said  to  have  been  the 
soldier's  battle,  that  committee  might  have  been  called 
the  people's  committee.  After  a  protracted  investiga- 
tion, a  decision  was  come  to,  and  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  now  submitted  a  resolution  embodying  the 
case  on  which  that  decision  was  founded.  He  thought 
it  only  right  that  the  house  should  express  an  opinion 
on  that  resolution  one  way  or  the  other.     The  noble 
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lord  had  referred  to  the  attempt  of  Lord  Derby  to  form 
a  ministry.  Did  the  noble  lord  mean  to  say  that  in  the 
interval  when  the  inquiry  was  going  on,  Lord  Derby 
was  to  assume  that  the  result  would  be  criminatory  to 
the  statesmen  who  were  then  the  advisers  of  her 
Majesty  ?  Such  an  assumption  would  not  have  been 
very  charitable  to  the  noble  lord  opposite  and  his 
colleagues.  He  (Mr.  Disraeli)  had  seen  statesmen 
invited  to  join  a  cabinet  upon  the  faith  of  a  solemn 
pledge  as  to  the  policy  which  would  be  pursued,  to  find, 
after  being  trepanned  into  the  acceptance  of  office,  that 
pledge  violated. —  [Lord  Palmerston  :  That  is  not 
true.] — Mr.  Disraeli  said  that  Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr. 
Herbert,  and  Sir  J.  Graham,  had  been  induced  to  join 
the  government  on  the  faith  of  an  understanding  in 
reference  to  the  motion  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Sebastopol  committee,  which  understanding  not  having 
been  maintained  they  left  office.  He  declared  that 
those  wrho  alluded,  in  a  tone  of  intimidation,  to  the 
effect  which  these  discussions  would  have  upon  France, 
were  doing  their  utmost  to  endanger  the  alliance.  The 
division  was  now  about  to  be  called,  and  he  blushed  to 
think  of  the  result.  After  two  nights'  debate,  with  the 
whole  country  watching  their  proceedings,  they  were 
coming  to  a  vote  which  could  bring  no  honour  or  credit 
on  that  assemblage  collectively,  or  upon  any  individual 
in  it. — Mr.  Roebuck  having  replied,  the  house  divided 
upon  the  previous  question,  which  was  carried  by  289 
against  182. 

On  Friday,  July  20,  the  house  went  into  committee 
on  the  resolution  Authorising  the  Crown  to  Guarantee 
the  Payment  of  Interest  on  the  Loan  of  5,000,000/. 
Sterling  to  be  Contracted  by  the  Sultan,  and  to  pay  that 
interest,  if  necessary,  out  of  the  national  revenue. — 
Lord  Palmerston  explained  that  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment had  already  been  obliged  to  resort  to  a  loan, 
nominally  of  5,000,000/.,  but  on  high  terms — [6  per 
cent,  stock  at  somewhere  about  80]  —  and  that  only 
between  two  and  three  millions  were  raised.  There 
was  no  do\ibt  that  the  undeveloped  resources  of  Turkey, 
and  her  mines,  both  of  metals  and  coals,  would  supply 
her  with  ample  means  to  make  good  her  engagements, 
if  she  had  not  hitherto  been  obstructed  by  the  influence  of 
Russian  agency  whenever  she  attempted  to  develop  those 
resources.  The  immediate  security  for  the  loan,  how- 
ever, was  the  available  surplus  of  the  tribute  of  Egypt. 
— Mr.  J.  L.  Ricakdo  objected,  in  limine,  to  reenter- 
ing on  the  old  system  of  subsidies,  to  interfering  when 
Turkey  could  easily  raise  a  loan  by  herself,  and  to  the 
joint  guarantee — arguments  subsequently  repeated  by 
Mr.  Gladstone.  It  was  a  financial  step,  he  said,  to 
excite  a  deep  and  general  feeling  of  suspicion,  mistrust, 
alarm,  and  aversion.  He  promised  to  deal  with  the 
question  "just  as  if  the  difference  between  four  ships 
and  eight  ships,  between  limitation  and  counterpoise, 
justified  the  effusion  of  all  the  blood  and  treasure  which 
it  has  cost,  and  is  still  likely  to  cost."  We  knew  that 
Turkey  had  greatly  mismanaged  her  first  attempt  in 
the  financial  market.  She  had  already  received  a 
subsidy  in  disguise,  in  the  shape  of  a  royalty  of  ten 
shillings  per  ton  on  the  coal  purchased  of  her  at 
Heraclea.  He  anticipated  heartburnings  and  quarrel- 
lings  between  France  and  England  from  the  joint 
guarantee — supposing  the  two  countries  should  differ 
as  to  the  ability  of  Turkey  to  pay,  or  one  get  an 
equivalent  which  the  other  did  not. — Mr.  Disraeli,  Mr. 
Cobden,  Mr.  Cardwell,  and  Mr.  Walpole  made  use  of 
similar  arguments. — Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  urged  recon- 
sideration on  the  particular  details  of  the  plan. — Lord 
Palmerston  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
explained  the  precedents,  and  showed  how  absolutely 
neeessary  assistance  is  to  prevent  the  Turkish  army 
from  falling  to  pieces,  and  to  keep  up  the  life-blood  of 
its  action.  Lord  Palmerston  showed  the  position  in 
which  government  would  be  placed  if  the  commons 
were  to  refuse  ratification  of  its  engagements.  He 
entreated  the  house  not  to  stand  upon  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  particular  method,  when  no  such 
difference  could  be  a  fundamental  objection  to  a  measure 
upon  which,  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  countries,  the  honour 
of  this  country  is  at  stake.  A  refusal  would  have  the 
most  calamitous  consequences.  —  On  a  division,  the 
resolution  was  carried  by  13-5  to  132,  a  majority  of  three. 


On  Monday,  July  23,  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Turkish  Loan  was  brought  up,  and,  after  some 
conversation,  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

On  Tuesday,  July  24,  the  Turkish  Loan  Bill  was 
read  a  first  time. 

Lord  Palmerston  intimated  that  the  government 
did  not  intend  this  session  to  proceed  with  the  Tenants' 
Compensation  (Ireland)  Bill. 

The  house  afterwards  went  into  committee  on  the 
Partnership  Amendment  Bill,  but  the  discussion  that 
ensued  referred  only  to  the  question  whether  the 
measure,  along  with  its  companion,  the  Limited 
Liabilities  Bill,  should  be  proceeded  with  this  year. — 
Lord  Palmerston  expressed  his  intention  to  persevere 
with  the  bills,  although  the  day  on  which  the  peers  had 
consented  to  discuss  new  business  would  have  passed 
before  they  could  reach  the  upper  house. — A  division 
was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Muntz,  and  the  chair- 
man ordered  to  report  progress  by  a  majority  of  89  to 
41.  The  resumption  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  was 
then  fixed  for  Thursday. 

On  Wednesday,  July  25th,  the  Act  of  Parliament 
Amendment  Bill,  the  Marriage  Law  Amendment  Bill 
and  the  Grand  Juries  (Ireland)  Bill,  which  stood 
respectively  for  second  reading  and  committee,  were 
abandoned  for  the  present  session. 

On  the  motion  that  the  Bleaching  Works  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time,  Sir  G.  Grey  adverted  to  the 
advanced  period  of  the  session,  and  suggested  that  this 
measure  should  also  be  thrown  over  until  next  year. — 
Mr.  I.  Butt,  who  had  charge  of  the  bill,  refused  to 
surrender  it,  and  a  discussion  ensued,  in  which  many 
hon.  members  took  part.  Ultimately  the  house  divided, 
and  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  72  to  67 — 5.     The  bill  is  consequently  lost. 

The  motion  for  going  into  committee  on  the  next 
bill,  for  the  Union  of  Contiguous  Benefices ,  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  A.  Pellatt,  who  moved  that  the  bill  should  be 
committed  that  day  three  months.  After  some  brief 
conversation  this  amendment  was  negatived,  on  a 
division,  by  70  votes  against  47.  The  house  then  went 
into  committee  on  the  bill,  and  passed  one  or  two  clauses. 

On  Thursday,  June  26,  the  motion  for  going  into  com- 
mittee on  the  Limited  Liability  Bill  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Muntz,  who  moved  that  the  committee  be  deferred  for 
three  months.  After  some  discussion,  in  the  course  of 
which  Lord  Palmerston  offered,  if  necessary,  to  pro- 
long the  session  to  September,  so  as  to  afford  sufficient 
time  for  consideration  of  the  bill,  a  division  took  place, 
and  the  motion  for  going  into  committee  was  carried  by 
121  to  40. 

At  the  evening  sitting,  Lord  Palmerston,  in  answer 
to  a  question,  stated  that  the  government  would  con- 
sider it  their  duty  to  Summon  Parliament  during  the 
Recess  when  diplomatic  or  other  contingencies  might 
occur,  so  as  to  render  a  meeting  of  the  house  expedient. 

Sir  C.  Wood,  in  answer  to  another  inquiry,  said  that 
the  Russian  Authorities  had  Refused  to  give  up  the 
Prisoners  taken  at  Ilango  Head. 

The  Turkish  Loan  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  with- 
out discussion. 

Mr.  H.  Berkeley  brought  up  a  report  from  the 
select  committee  on  the  New  Beer  Act,  and  gave  notice 
that  on  Monday  next  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  late  act,  and  which  would  allow 
public-houses  to  be  open  from  1  till  3  in  the  afternoon 
of  Sunday,  and  from  5  till  11  in  the  evening. 

In  a  committee  of  supply,  the  Estimates  for  Educa- 
tion were  moved  by  Sir  (j.  Grey,  who  stated  that  the 
total  amount  for  the  current  year  was  381,921/.,  besides 
a  supplemental  estimate  of  15,000/.  As  100,000/.  had 
already  been  voted,  he  moved  for  296,521/.  Mr.  Barnes 
moved  that  the  vote  be  reduced  to  263,000/.  ;  but  the 
amendment  was  withdrawn  and  the  original  motion 
agreed  to.  The  following  vote  of  215,200/.  for  education 
in  Ireland  was  also  agreed  to. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS.' 

House  of  Lords.  —Tuesday,  June  2Cth. — Friendly  Societies 
Bill  committed. 

2Sth. — Assizes  and  Sessions  Bill  committed.  Militia  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Railway  Accidents  Bill  com- 
mitted. 
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29th.— Spirits  Act  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  reported. 
Monday,    July    2.— Railway    Accidents    Bill    committed. 
Spirits  Act  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 
3rd.— Friendly  Societies  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
5th  —Railway  Accidents  Bill  reported. 
6th. — Religious    Worship    Bill    withdrawn.      Assizes    and 
Sessions  BiUread  a  third  time  and  passed.    Friendly  Societies 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.     Stock  in  Trade  Bill  read  a 
second  time. 

9th. — Accidents  on  Railways  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.  Indemnity  Bill  reported.  Stock  in  Trade  Bill 
reported. 

10th. — Victoria  Government  Bill,  and  New  South  Wales 
Government  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Waste  Lands  (Australia) 
Bill  read  a  second  time.  Places  of  Religious  Worship  Regis- 
tration Bill  read  a  second  time.  Youthful  Offenders  Bill  read 
a  second  time. 

12th. — Dwellings  for  the  Labouring  Classes  Bill  reported. 
Dwelling  Houses  (Scotland)  Bill  read  asecond  time.  Endowed 
Schools  (Ireland)  Bill  read  asecond  time.  Victoria  Govern- 
in  nt,  New  South  Wales  Government,  and  Australian  Waste 
Lands  Bills  committed.  Places  of  Religious  Worship  Bill 
committed.  Youthful  Offenders  Bill  committed.  Encum- 
bered Estates  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

13th. — Bills  of  Exchange  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Endowed 
Schools  Bill  reported.  Victoria  Government,  New  South 
Wales  Government,  and  Australian  Waste  Lands  Bills  read  a 
third  time  and  passecL  Places  of  Religious  Worship  Bill  read 
a  third  ti  me  and  passed. 

16th.—  Raglan  Annuity  Bill  read  a  first  time.  Religious 
Worship  Bill  referred  to  a  select  committee.  Irish  Endowed 
Schools  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Youthful  Offenders 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

17th. — Bills  of  Exchange  Bill  reported.  Public  Libraries 
Bill  read  a  second  time.  Coal  Mines  Inspection  Bill  read  a 
second  time.     Eaglan  Annuities  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

10th. — Scotch  Education  Bill  thrown  out  on  second  reading. 
Religious  Worship  Bill  recommitted.  Dwelling-houses  (Scot- 
land) Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Crime  and  Outrage 
Act  Continuance  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

20th. — Merchant  Shipping  Act  Amendment  Bill  read  a 
second  time.  Bills  of  Exchange  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

23rd. — Public  Libraries  Bill  and  Coal  Mines  Inspection  Bill 
passed  through  committee. 

24th.  —  Metropolis  Local  Management  Bill  read  a  second 
time.  Dissenters  Marriage  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Public 
Libraries  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons. — Tuesday,  June  26th. — Metropolis  Local 
Management  Bill  in  committee. 

27th. — Parish  Organisation  Bill  withdrawn.  Youthful 
Offenders  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

28th. — Tenants'  Improvements  Compensation  (Ireland)  Bill 
in  committee.  Excise  Duties  Bill  read  a  second  time.  In- 
demnity Bill  committed. 

29th. — Victoria  Government  Bill,  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment Bill,  and  Waste  Lands  (Australia)  Bill,  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  Partnership  Amendment  Bill,  and  Limited  Lia- 
bility Bill,  read  a  second  time.  Indemnity  Bill  road  a  third 
time  and  passed.  Endowed  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a 
second  time. 

•inly  2nd. — Sunday  Trading  Bill  withdrawn.  Education 
(Scotland)  Bill  committed.  Three  English  Education  Bills 
withdrawn.     Stock  in  Trade  Bill  committed. 

3rd. — Metropolis  Local  Management  Bill  reported.  Lord 
Raglan's  family,  Queen's  Message  considered  and  Resolutions 
agreed  to. 

4th.— Dwelling  Houses  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  third  time. 
Stock  in  Trade  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Coal  Mines 
Inspection  Bill  reported.  Dissenters  Marriage  Bill  reported. 
5th. — Nuisances  Bill  in  committee.  Tenants  Improvements 
Compensation  Bill  in  committee.  Merchant  Shipping  Bill 
committed.  Union  of  Contiguous  Benefices  Bill  read  a  second 
time.  Stage  Carriage  Duties  Bill  in  committee.  Public  Li- 
braries Bill  committed.  Lady  Raglan  and  Lord  Raglan's 
Annuities  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

6th.— Dwelling  Houses  (Scotland)  Bill  passed.  Endowed 
Schools  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Stage 
Carriage  Duties  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

9th.— Education    (Scotland)    Bill    reported.      Partnership 

Amendment  Bill  in  committee.    Raglan  Annuities  Bill  read  a 

second  time.      Public  Libraries  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 

passed.     Bills  of  Exchange  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

10th. — Nuisance  Bill  in  committee. 

12th.—  Nuisance  Bill  reported.  Education  (Scotland)  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Coal  Mines  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

13th.— Roman  Catholic  Charities  Bill  withdrawn.  Tenants 
Improvements  Compensation  Bill  in  committee.  Sale  of 
Spirits  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Lunatic  Asylums 
(Ireland)  Bill  committed.  Dissenters  Marriages  Bill  read  a 
third  time.     Stage  Carnage  Duties  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

16th. — Sir  E.  Lytton's  motion  of  censure  withdrawn.  Mer- 
chant Shipping  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Stage  Car- 
riage Duties  Bill  committed.  Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled 
Estates  Bill  read  a  second  time.      Schools  (Scotland)  Bill 


thrown  out.    Dissenters  Marriage  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

17th.— Public  Health  Bill  withdrawn.  Sebastopol  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Roebuck's  motion  of  censure,  debate  adjourned. 
Maynooth,  debate  adjourned  for  three  months. 

ISth.— Episcopal  and  Capitular  Estates  Bill  withdrawn. 
Dwellings  for  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill  in  committee.  Con- 
vention with  United  States  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ISth. — Sebastopol  Committee,  Mr.  Roebuck's  motion  dis- 
posed of  by  the  previous  question. 

20th.— Metropolis  Local  Management  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  Turkish  Loan  Convention,  Resolution  adopted. 
Maynooth  Report,  Select  Committee  granted.  Convention 
with  United  States  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Ab- 
sconding Debtors  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

23rd. — Nuisances  Removal  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Metropolitan  Buildings  Bill  went  through  committee.  Pas- 
sengers Act  Bill  considered  in  committee.  Report  on  Turk- 
ish Loan  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

24th. — Turkish  Loan  Bill  read  a  first  time.  Encumbered 
Estates  (Ireland)  Bill  went  through  committee. 

25th. — Act  of  Parliament  Amendment  Bill,  Marriage  Law 
Amendment  Bill,  and  Irish  Grand  Juries  Bill,  orders  for 
second  reading  discharged.  Bleaching  Works  Bill  thrown  out 
on  second  reading.  Union  of  Contiguous  Benefices  Bill  in 
committee. 

26th. — Limited  Liability  Bill  committed.  Turkish  Loan 
Bill  read  a  second  time.  Committee  of  Supply,  Education 
Estimates. 


Sir  William  Molesworth  has  succeeded  Lord  John 
Russell  as  Colonial  Secretary  ;  and  Sir  Benjamin  Hall 
has  succeeded  Sir  W.  Molesworth  as  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Works. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Beform 
Association  was  held  in  Drury  Lane  Theatre  on  the 
27th  ult.  The  house  was  crowded.  The  members  of 
parliament  present  were  Mr.  Scholefield,  Mr.  Mowatt, 
Mr.  Apsley  Pellatt,  Mr.  Otway,  Mr.  Murrough,  Mr. 
Wise,  Major  Reed,  Mr.  Layard,  and  Mr.  Tite.  The 
course  of  proceeding  did  not  differ  from  that  of  the 
former  meeting.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Mr. 
Charles  Dickens,  Mr.  Torrens,  Mr.  M'Culloch,  and  Mr. 
Layard.  As  on  the  previous  occasion  no  resolutions 
were  moved. 

The  Convocation  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Province  of 
Canterbury  assembled  on  the  28th  ult,  in  pursuance  of 
adjournment  from  last  session.  In  the  Upper  House 
the  Bishop  of  London  brought  up  a  report  from  a  commit- 
tee appointed  last  session.  It  contained  an  opinion  signed 
by  her  Majesty's  Solicitor-General  and  Dr.  R.  Philli- 
more,  M.  P.,  pointing  out  a  mode  which,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Crown,  would  be  both  safe  and  easy  for 
removing  the  anomalies  at  present  existing  in  the 
representation  of  the  clergy  in  the  Lower  House  of 
Convocation.  The  report  further  said  :  "  That  it  appears 
to  them  most  important  that  those  anomalies  should  be 
corrected,  in  order  that  the  Houses  may  address  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  the  great  subject  of  church 
extension  with  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  church  in 
the  clerical  body  which  shall  deliberate  thereupon  ;  and 
that  they  therefore  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  to 
this  preliminary  point  that  it  would  at  this  time  be 
expedient  to  limit  the  address  to  be  presented  to  her 
Majesty,  and  that  they  have  prepared  accordingly  the 
heads  of  such  an  address."  The  Bishop  of  London 
moved,  and  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  seconded,  the  adoption 
of  this  report.  The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  objected  to  it. 
He  said  that  the  real  question  at  issue  was  whether  it 
should  be  an  acting,  or  enacting,  or  a  merely  delibera- 
tive body.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said  that  the 
report  which  had  been  presented  was  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  that  agreed  upon  last  July.  It  was  then 
decided  that  it  was  undesirable  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  revival  of  the  active  powers  of  convocation.  A 
debate  hereupon  arose  which  was  terminated  by  a 
division  when  there  appeared  : — For  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  6 ;  the  Bishops  of  London,  Oxford,  Exeter, 
Salisbury,  Gloucester  and  Bristol,  and  Bath  and  Wells. 
Against  it,  3  ;  the  Bishops  of  Winchester,  Lincoln,  and 
St.  Asaph.  The  motion  was  therefore  declared  carried, 
and  an  address  to  her  Majesty  in  conformity  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  report  was  then  agreed  to.  On 
the  29th,  the  Lower  House  discussed  the  Bishop  of 
London's  report,  which  was  eventually  agreed  to  with 
some  modifications. 
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The  Parliamentary  Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Beer 
Act  has  had  several  sittings.  The  witnesses  have 
consisted  principally  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  London 
Police  Courts,  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Police,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  City  Police. 
The  general  purport  of  the  evidence  given  by  the  com- 
missioners is,  that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  drunkenness  brought  up  for  adjudication  on 
the  Monday  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  there  has  been 
a  slight  increase  in  Saturday  and  Tuesday  cases.  Sir 
Richard  Mayne  remarked  that  the  police  cases  indicate 
the  proportion  of  one  drunkard  in  82,000  persons  ;  so 
that  to  enforce  a  restraint  upon  the  one  drunkard  the 
inconvenience  is  imposed  on  the  32,000  persons.  It  was 
stated  that  there  had  been  two  cases  of  drunkenness  from 
the  House  of  Commons — no  reason  for  punishing  the 
G56.  The  question  as  to  who  is  a  bona-fide  traveller 
was  not  much  elucidated.  Almost  all  the  witnesses 
were  in  favour  of  largely  modifying  the  bill —probably, 
of  extending  the  time  of  opening  from  one  to  eleven 
o'clock  p.  m.  on  Sundays.  Among  the  few  witnesses 
who  favoured  the  bill  was  Sir  Robert  Carden — a  member 
of  the  Maine  Liquor  Law  Association,  though  not 
himself  a  Teetotaller.  He  would  close  the  houses  at 
ten  o'clock,  as  no  honest  man  ought  to  be  out  of  his  own 
house  after  that  hour.  Nine  out  of  ten  that  go  to  a 
public-house  later,  he  said,  are  robbers,  thieves,  prosti- 
tutes, and  bad  characters.  Another  witness  was  Mr. 
George  Cruikshank,  who  would  close  the  public-houses 
all  day  on  Sundays,  and  would  go  beyond  the  Maine 
Liquor  Law.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  incon- 
venience occasioned  by  the  act :  "it  was  all  a  disgraceful 
fuss  about  drink."  Mr.  Cruikshank  handed  in  some 
pictorial  sketches,  representing  the  effects  of  drinking 
in  beer-houses,  but  they  were  not  received  as  evidences. 

A  return  has  been  issued  of  all  Pensions  granted 
between  the  20th  of  June,  1854,  and  the  20th  of  June, 
1855,  and  charged  upon  the  Civil  List.  The  total 
amount  is  1,200/.  Mrs.  Montague  receives  300/.  in 
consideration  of  her  husband's  services  in  the  penal 
settlement  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  from  1824  to  1842  ; 
and  Eleanor  Philippa  Ward,  Horatio  Kelson  Ward,  and 
Caroline  Mary  Ward,  the  three  daughters  of  Mrs. 
Horatia  Nelson  Ward,  the  daughter  of  Lord  Nelson,  the 
same  sum.  Georgina  Hay  Fullarton,  widow  of  the 
late  eminent  Scotch  judge,  Lord  Fullarton,  receives 
200/.,  and  Mrs.  Moore,  widow  of  Colonel  Moore,  who 
recently  lost  his  life  in  the  Europa  transport,  100/. 
Thomas  Keightley,  100/.,  in  consideration  of  his  services 
to  historical  literature.  Mrs.  Maria  M.  Crafer,  widow 
of  the  late  E.  T.  Crafer,  Esq.,  of  the  Treasury.  150/.  ; 
and  Annabella  Kitto,  widow  of  Dr.  Kitto,  50/.,  in 
consideration  of  the  services  rendered  by  her  husband 
to  Biblical  Literature. 

A  Royal  warrant  has  just  been  issued,  regulating  a 
new  grant  of  Pensions  and  Allotvances  to  the  Widows 
of  Officers  of  the  Army.  It  abolishes  all  previous 
warrants  upon  this  subject,  and  came  into  operation, 
regarding  the  relatives  of  officers  who  do  not  die  on 
active  service,  upon  the  15th  instant.  With  respect  to 
officers  killed  in  action,  or  dying  from  wounds  or  from 
"  illness  brought  on  by  the  fatigue,  privation,  and 
exposure  incident  to  active  operations  in  the  field  before 
an  enemy,"  it  is  applicable  from  the  date  of  the 
declaration  of  war  against  Russia.  The  pensions  granted 
in  consequence  of  death  in  action  are,  in  a  few  instances, 
left  at  their  former  amount ;  but  in  several  they  are 
moderately,  and  in  a  few  cases  considerably  increased, 
chiefly  in  the  lower  ranks.  If  an  officer  killed  have  no 
widow,  but  a  widowed  mother,  she  will  be  allowed  the 
"  ordinary"  pension  ;  if  no  widow,  children,  or  mother, 
but  sisters,  they  will  be  collectively  allowed  the  ordinary 
widow's  pension.  The  new  class  of  pensions  created  by 
the  Royal  warrant  relates  to  the  widows  of  officers  who 
die  from  illness  contracted  in  the  field,  and  who,  being 
hitherto  considered  of  the  ordinary  class,  received  only 
the  amount  payable  in  case  of  death  during  time  of 
peace ;  they  will  henceforward  receive  a  yearly  sum 
midway  between  the  ordinary  allowance  and  that  in 
cases  of  death  in  action.  We  specify  the  amount 
according  to  rank — Colonels,  150/. ;  Lieutenant-Colonels 
and  Majors  of  the  Foot  Guards,  145/. ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels,  140/. ;  Majors,  100/. ;  Captains  and  Paymasters, 


65/.  ;  Lieutenants  and  Adjutants,  50/. ;  Second  Lieu- 
tenants, Cornets,  and  Ensigns,  40/.  ;  Quartermasters, 
40/.,  50/.,  and  G5/.,  according  to  length  of  service; 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  50/.,  55/.,  and  70/.,  according  to 
length  of  service ;  Inspector-Generals  of  Hospitals, 
150/. ;  Deputy  ditto,  140/.  ;  First-class  Staff-Surgeons, 
100/. ;  Second-class  ditto  Regimental  Surgeons,  65/. ; 
Purveyors,  40/.,  50/.,  and  65/.,  according  to  length  of 
service ;  Assistant-Surgeons,  50/. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

The  case  of  the  late  bankers,  Strahan,  Paul,  and 
Bates,  is  before  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  and  likewise 
before  the  Bow-street  police  magistrate.  In  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  on  the  25th  of  June,  a  meeting  was  held 
before  Mr.  Commissioner  Evans,  for  proof  of  debts  and 
choice  of  assignees  ;  the  petitioning  creditor  being  Mr. 
Tatham,  proctor,  Great  Carter-lane,  who  claims  1594/. 
balance  of  account.  Several  counsel  appeared  :  Mr. 
Chidley  for  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  Lord  Galway, 
and  other  creditors,  the  aggregate  in  amount  being  about 
250,000/. ;  Mr.  Linklater  for  Sir  Lucius  Curtis  and  other 
creditors  ;  and  Mr.  Cooper  for  several  noblemen.  The 
balance  sheet  showed  that  the  gross  debts  against  the 
firm,  irrespective  of  securities,  amount  to  680,000/.  The 
assets  were  estimated  in  round  numbers  at  150,000/.  or 
160,000/.,  without  reference  to  the  large  sums  advanced 
on  foreign  railroads,  and  which  would  represent  an  item 
of  276,000/.  Through  Mr.  Parry,  Mr.  Bates,  the  other 
partners  consenting,  laid  before  the  court  a  complete 
list  of  all  the  securities  disposed  of  by  the  firm.  It  con- 
tains forty  names,  many  of  them  the  names  of  ladies ; 
the  total  value  of  the  securities  being  113,625/.  Mr. 
Barwis,  navy-agent,  New  Boswell-court,  Mr.  Charles 
Appleyard,  solicitor,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Waller,  stationer,  Fleet-street,  were  appointed  to  act  as 
trade  assignees.  Messrs.  Lawrance,  Plews,  and  Boyer, 
are  solicitors  to  the  assignees  ;  and  Mr.  Turquand,  of 
Old  Jewry  Chambers,  is  accountant  to  the  estate. 
Among  the  creditors  are — Lord  Palmerston,  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Viscountess  Mel- 
bourne, Earl  of  Dysart,  Sir  A.  Ashton,  Sir.  C.  Coote, 
Sir  Charles  Young,  Lord  Lisburne,  Wadham  College, 
Lord  Cavendish,  Earl  Burlington,  Mr.  W.  Spottiswoode, 
the  Queen's  printer,  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord  J.  R. 
Manners,  the  Right  Hon.  C.  C.  Manners,  Lord  Galway, 
Countess  of  Craven,  Countess  of  Verulam,  Marquis  of 
Clanricarde,  Sir  Lucius  Curtis,  Lieutenant-General 
Thompson,  Lord  Muncaster,  Lieutenant-General  Buller, 
Sir  B.  Macnamara,  Lady  Manners,  Earl  of  Bradford. 
At  Bow-street,  the  three  partners  have  been  repeatedly 
brought  for  examination  on  the  charge  of  fraudulently 
disposing  of  securities  belonging  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Grif- 
fith, and  have  been  as  often  remanded,  bail  being  refused. 

On  Sunday,  the  1st  inst.,  there  was  another  Demon- 
stration against  the  Sunday  Trading  Bill  in  Hyde 
Park.  At  three  o'clock,  an  immense  crowd  had 
assembled,  and  had  occupied  both  sides  of  the  carriage- 
drive  from  Apsley-house  to  Kensington-gardens.  Here 
and  there  men  were  speaking  against  the  Sunday  Trading 
Bill.  One  man  told  a  crowd  that  he  had  been  invited  to 
accompany  Lord  Robert  Grosvenor  to  church,  but  that 
instead  of  going  to  church,  Lord  Robert  had  gone  out  of 
town,  in  a  hired  carriage,  lest  his  own  should  be  recog- 
nised. 'When  the  police  appeared  the  orators  dis- 
appeared. The  mob  hooted,  cried  "Down  with  the 
crushers  !  "  and  threw  stones  ;  and  the  police,  charging 
them  and  using  their  truncheons,  knocked  down  and 
captured  considerable  numbers.  At  four  o'clock  seven 
cabs  filled  with  prisoners  drove  to  the  Vine-street 
station.  Still  the  riot  continued.  Some  soldiers 
mingled  with  the  crowd,  and  took  the  part  of  the 
multitude.  One  man,  pursued  by  the  constables, 
jumped  into  the  Serpentine ;  but,  showing  signs  of 
weakness,  the  Humane  Society's  men  rescued  him  from 
the  water,  and  the  police  claimed  him  as  a  prisoner. 
Comparatively  few  horsemen  and  carriages  had  entered 
the  drive ;  but  those  who  did  ran  great  risk,  for  the 
mob  frightened  all  the  horses  with  a  horrible  uproar ; 
then  the  police  made  an  onslaught,  striking  and  capturing 
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right  and  left.  But  the  crowd  increased,  and  about  six 
o'clock  fresh  divisions  of  police  were  ordered  up. 
Numbers  assembled  in  front  of  Lord  .Robert  Grosvenor's 
house,  which  was  guarded  by  a  strong  force.  It  was 
not  till  lute  in  the  evening  that  the  park  was  cleared. 
A  number  of  prisoners  were  brought  before  the  Marl- 
borough-street  magistrate  next  day,  some  of  them 
respectable  persons.  One  of  them  was  a  gentleman 
named  Mair.  A  constable  said  that  Mr.  Mair  refused, 
when  ordered,  to  "  move  on  "  ;  that  he  put  up  his  stick, 
and  that  then  the  constable  took  him  into  custody.  Some 
evidence  of  the  harsh  conduct  of  the  police  was  given. 
Mr.  Mair  denied  that  he  had  committed  an  assault.  He 
was  admitted  to  bail  on  his  own  recognisance.  The 
rioting  was  continued  in  Marlborough-street  on  Monday 
night,  and  consequently  a  number  of  prisoners  were 
brought  before  the  magistrate.  Some  were  discharged, 
and  others  were  fined  in  various  sums  from  2s.  Gd.  to  20s. 

A  third  attempt  of  a  similar  kind  was  made  on  the 
following  Sunday,  the  8th  instant.  A  crowd  assembled 
in  the  Park,  and  while  there  were  peaceable.  About 
five  o'clock,  however,  the  main  body  left  the  Park, 
gathered  in  a  dense  mass  at  the  head  of  Grosvenor- 
place,  and  shouted  at  the  carriages.  Cabs  and  omni- 
buses were  permitted  to  go  by  unmolested,  but  the 
only  exception  otherwise  made  was  in  favour  of  Lord 
Cardigan,  who  was  recognised  as  he  drove  past,  and 
heartily  cheered.  Lord  Palmerston  passed  along  on 
horseback.  The  mob  did  not  recognise  him  ;  but  they 
made  an  uproar,  resembling  cheers,  to  frighten  his 
horse.  After  a  few  minutes  of  obstruction,  during 
which  the  premier  bowed,  he  was  allowed  to  proceed. 
Lord  Brougham  also  passed,  with  a  humorous  smile  on 
his  face ;  to  which  and  the  steadiness  of  his  horse  he 
probably  owed  the  quietness  with  which  he  was  per- 
mitted to  go  on  his  way.  By  and  by  the  young 
reprobates,  who  did  all  the  mischief,  passed  through 
Belgrave-square,  Upper  Belgrave-street,  Eaton-square, 
and  other  places,  smashing  windows  with  untiring 
perseverance,  and  attempting  to  fire  the  straw  in  front 
of  Lord  Sefton's  house.  Admiral  Sir  George  Seymour, 
who  resides  at  No.  115,  Eaton-square,  indignant  at  the 
wanton  destruction  of  property  committed,  sallied  forth 
and  severely  chastised  one  of  the  offenders.  He  was 
assailed,  however,  by  a  shower  of  stones,  and,  being 
badly  cut  on  the  head,  was  compelled  to  retire.  When 
the  police  came  up  in  force,  the  mob  rapidly  disappeared. 
Among  those  which  suffered  the  most  were  the 
mansions  of  the  Earl  of  Sefton,  in  Belgrave-square  ;  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  at  the  corner  of  Upper 
Belgrave-street ;  of  Lady  Somers,  and  of  Count 
Kielmansegge,  the  Hanoverian  ambassador,  in  Wilton- 
street.  The  Archbishop  of  York's  residence  has  also 
suffered,  and  a  large  number  of  fine  plate-glass  windows 
have  been  entirely  destroyed.  There  was  also  a 
wanton  destruction  of  windows  in  Park  Village  East 
and  the  Hampstead-road,  by  a  mob  headed  by  two 
privates  of  the  Guards.  Several  prisoners  were  brought 
before  the  Westminster,  Marlborough  and  Marylebone 
police  courts  on  Monday.  Some  were  fined  and  ordered 
to  find  bail  to  keep  the  peace.  The  two  privates  of 
the  Guards,  Hutchins  and  Ford,  and  six  boys,  were 
charged  with  having  taken  part  in  the  Albany-street 
and  Hampstead-road  riots,  where  damage  was  done  to 
the  extent  of  300/.  It  was  clearly  shown  that  the  two 
soldiers  headed  the  mob,  waving  their  canes,  and  crying, 
"  Come  on,  boys !  "  Two  of  the  boys,  Tanner  and 
Kelly,  one  eighteen,  the  other  sixteen  years  of  age, 
were  also  implicated.  Mr.  Bodkin  stated  that  the 
government  intend  to  prosecute  these  four  by  indict- 
ment. Remanded.  The  other  lads  were  discharged 
with  a  warning  from  the  Marylebone  magistrate. 

Mr.  William  Corfield,  a  solicitor  of  Gray's-inn-square, 
has  been  remanded  by  the  Clerkenwell  magistrate  on  a 
serious  charge — attempting  to  Extort  Money  from  Mr. 
Alexander  William  Radford,  of  Audlem,  in  Cheshire. 
Mr.  Radford's  son,  while  at  college,  got  into  debt ;  had 
recourse  to  the  money-lenders,  and  then  went  abroad. 
His  father  directed  his  solicitors  to  pay  all  just  claims 
against  the  young  man.  Mr.  Corfield  claimed  250?.  for 
procuring  money ;  the  demand  was  resisted  as  unfounded; 
he  reduced  it  at  a  stroke  to  150/.  ;  and  he  threatened, 
if  it  were  not  at  once  paid,  that  he  would  post  bills 


around  Audlem  for  the  apprehension  of  young  Radford 
for  "  forgeries  "  and  "  perjuries  :  "  this  was  the  attempt 
to  extort  money,  which  Mr.  Radford  resolved  to  punish. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  on  the  2nd  instant, 
Charles  William  Winchelsea  Bevan,  formerly  secretary 
to  the  Deposit  Insurance  Company,  who  was  acquitted 
on'one  charge  at  the  last  Sessions,  was  tried  for  Stealing 
Three  Orders  for  the  Payment  of  Money.  These  were 
cheks  signed  by  the  directors,  aiid  intended  to  be  paid 
to  medical  gentlemen  who  had  acted  for  the  company  : 
Bevan  paid  them  to  his  own  bankers.  The  defence  set 
up  was,  that  the  directors  were  very  lax  in  conducting 
the  business  of  the  company  ;  leaving  nearly  everything 
to  Bevan,  who  thought  he  might  pay  the  checks  to  his 
own  bankers  without  any  criminality.  The  prosecu- 
tion, it  was  alleged,  arose  from  spite  :  Bevan  it  was  who 
had  made  the  business  of  the  company  ;  when  his  irre- 
gularities were  discovered,  the  directors  entered  into  a 
compromise;  but  as  Bevan  joined  another  company  they 
prosecuted  him.  The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty, 
but  recommended  him  to  mercy,  on  account  of  the  loose 
manner  in  which  business  was  conducted  at  the  office. 
When  the  Recorder  passed  sentence,  he  severely  lec- 
tured the  prisoner ;  pointing  out  that  the  defence 
attempted  to  be  set  up  was  unwarrantable.  The  prisoner 
hadi  been  treated  liberally ;  he  knew  he  was  acting 
wrongly ;  and  his  imputations  against  the  directors 
were  untrue — their  conduct  had  not  been  disgraceful. 
The  sentence  was  eighteen  months'  imprisonment. 

An  action  of  some  interest  on  a  Bank  of  England 
Note  was  tried  before  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  on 
the  3rd  instant.  The  action  was  brought  by  Raphael 
and  Co.  against  the  Bank  of  England  for  the  recovery 
of  the  value  of  a  note  for  500/.  The  note  was  one  of 
many  stolen  at  Liverpool  in  1852.  On  the  26th  June, 
1854,  one  Howard  presented  the  note  at  the  money- 
changing  house  of  St.  Paul  and  Co.,  Paris.  Seeing  the 
value  of  the  note,  Mr.  Vincent  St.  Paul  asked  to  see 
Howard's  passport ;  which  was  found  regular,  and  he 
changed  the  note,  remitting  it  the  same  day  to  Raphael 
and  Co.  in  London.  When  Raphael  and  Co.  presented 
the  note  to  the  Bank,  payment  was  refused.  The 
questions  fcr  the  jury  were — whether  the  money  was 
paid  ;  whether  the  notices  of  the  robbery  were  served 
on  St.  Paul ;  and  if  so,  whether  St.  Paul  had  the  means 
of  knowing  of  the  robbery  at  the  time  they  changed 
the  note  ?  The  jury  held  that  the  full  value  of  the  note 
was  given ;  that  the  notices  were  served  ;  that  St.  Paul, 
had  he  taken  care  of  the  notices,  might  have  known, 
but  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  rubbery  ;  and  that 
R-aphael  and  Co.  took  the  note  bond  fide.  Verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  534/. 

In  the  Second  Court,  sitting  at  Guildhall,  a  curious 
action  for  Breach  of  an  Agreement  was  tried.  Miss 
Thomas,  the  daughter  of  an  attorney  at  Wigan,  was 
engaged  by  Miss  O'Beirne,  the  proprietress  of  a  ladies' 
school  at  Grove-house,  Hammersmith,  for,  as  she 
alleged,  six  months,  as  an  assistant.  She  remained 
three  months  at  the  school,  but  on  returning  after  the 
Easter  vacation,  Miss  O'Beirne  refused  to  receive  her. 
She  alleged  that  Miss  Thomas  had  only  gone  to  her  on 
trial,  on  the  understanding  that  if  she  suited  she  should 
be  engaged  for  six  months ;  that  Miss  Thomas  did  not 
suit,  because  she  was  incompetent,  and  "  deficient  in 
example ;  "  and  that,  even  had  there  been  an  engage- 
ment, it  was  void  in  consequence  of  the  improper  con- 
duct of  the  young  lady.  The  improper  conduct  was 
this.  One  of  the  girls,  Miss  Traill,  received  a  flattering 
valentine,  and  showed  it  to  all  her  schoolfellows  and 
the  teachers.  It  was  signed  "  An  Officer,"  and  to  keep 
up  the  joke,  Miss  Thomas  caused  a  love-letter,  concocted 
by  the  school-girls,  and  again  signed  "An  Officer,"  to 
be  copied  by  one  of  her  father's  clerks,  and  posted  to 
Miss  Traill.  This  letter,  the  schoolmistress  alleged, 
unsettled  the  mind  of  her  pupil.  With  the  permission 
of  Miss  O'Beirne,  Miss  Thomas  had  also  acted  in 
charades,  on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  in  the  character  of  a 
Highland  gentleman.  Moreover,  Miss  O'Beirne  alleged 
that  the  young  lady  played  practical  jokes,  such  as 
sticking  a  ball  of  cotton  under  the  coat-collar  of  the 
writing-master.  The  jury,  however,  were  satisfied  from 
the  evidence  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  the  right,  and  gave 
her  20/.  damages. 
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At  the  Oxford  Assizes,  held  at  Worcester  on  the  18th 
instant,  Joseph  Meadows,  aged  23,  a  whitesmith,  was 
charged  with  the  wilful  Murder  of  Mary  Ann  Mason, 
at  Dudley,  on  the  12th  of  May  last.  The  deceased  was 
servant  at  a  public-house  called  the  Sailor's  Return. 
The  prisoner  had  passed  there  as  her  brother,  but  was 
her  lover,  and  had  been  discarded  after  a  courtship  of 
some  months.  He  went  to  the  public-house  armed 
with  a  carbine,  which  he  managed  to  conceal  until  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  discharging  it  in  the  unfortunate 
girl's  face.  The  charge  consisted  of  shot,  some  of 
which  entered  the  tongue,  while  a  wound  behind  the 
ear  was  mortal.  She  died  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes. 
The  prisoner,  who  was  not  sober,  was  at  once  captured, 
and  made  a  voluntary  confession  of  his  crime,  which 
he  said  he  had  long  intended.  The  prisoner  was 
found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  death  was  passed 
upon  him. 

The  Affair  of  Mr.  E.  O' Flaherty  was  revived  in  the 
case  of  Richardson  v.  Gregory,  tried  in  the  Dublin 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  on  the  30th  of  June.  It  was 
an  action  on  a  bill  purporting  to  be  signed  by  Mr.  W. 
H.  Gregory,  late  M.P.  Mr.  Gregory  pleaded  that  the 
bills  were  forgeries,  and  the  jury,  after  hearing  the 
evidence,  gave  a  verdict  to  the  same  effect. 

The  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Con- 
duct of  the  Police  in  Hyde  Park,  on  the  1st  of  July, 
assembled  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  at  Westminster, 
on  Tuesday  the  17th  inst.,  and  have  continued  their 
sittings.  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  acted  as  president  of 
the  court,  Mr.  Henderson  and  Mr.  Armstrong  sitting 
with  him.  Mr.  Ellis,  of  the  firm  of  Lyon,  Barnes,  and 
Ellis,  attended  on  behalf  of  the  police,  and  Mr.  Mitchell 
for  several  aggrieved  persons.  A  great  number  of 
witnesses  have  been  examined.  The  witnesses  included 
gentlemen,  officers  of  the  army,  barristers,  master 
tailors,  master  builders,  tradesmen,  workmen,  men  and 
women  servants,  and  others.  Without  exception,  these 
witnesses  averred  that  the  crowd  was  respectable  and 
orderly,  and  that  the  riot  was  entirely  provoked  by  the 
police.  The  constables  are  described  as  charging  in 
all  directions,  beating  persons  without  provocation  or 
warning,  and  threatening  them  with  severer  punish- 
ment. Some  persons  were  inclosed  between  two  bodies, 
and  knocked  about  from  one  to  another.  One  young 
man  was  thrown  violently  over  the  rails.  The  case  [of 
Mr.  Mair  was  amply  made  out,  so  far  as  witnesses  on 
his  side  go.  He  was  arrested,  with  great  roughness, 
confined  with  six  persons  in  a  room  ten  feet  by  seven, 
and  suffered  severely  in  health  in  consequence.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Stephens  was  still  worse.  He  was  walking 
home  with  a  relation  of  his  wife.  There  was  a  slight 
rush  of  the  people  near  Grosvenor-street.  He  was 
struck  on  the  back  ;  turning  round,  a  policeman  struck 
him  repeated  blows  with  a  truncheon,  felling  him  to 
the  ground.  He  told  the  'police  that  he  was  merely  a 
passer-by.  A  gentleman  from  a  neighbouring  balcony 
called  out,  "  Take  their  numbers  !  "  On  attempting  to 
do  so,  he  received  a  violent  blow  on  the  back  of  the 
ear,  and  remembered  nothing  more  until  he  was  placed 
in  a  cab.  This  story  was  fully  corroborated  by  several 
witnesses,  including  the  gentleman  on  the  balcony. 
John  King,  a  youth,  was  knocked  down,  and  struck 
three  times  while  on  the  ground.  James  Fassie  was 
disabled  for  a  week  by  a  blow  from  D  20.  James  Martin, 
one  of  the  Naval  Brigade,  wounded  in  four  places,  was 
struck  on  one  of  his  wounds  several  times  by  A  349. 
Adam  Houlding,  going  to  see  what  was  the  matter, 
"  found  himself  in  the  middle  of  a  ring  of  policemen," 
and  was  arrested.  In  the  Humaue  Society's  yard,  he 
saw  a  policeman  beat  a  prisoner  with  his  fist.  George 
Coulshaw  was  lifted  up  by  the  police  and  liung  over 
the  rails  among  the  people.  John  Thomas  King  saw 
A  147  break  a  woman's  head.  Mr.  Hugh  Bates  Max- 
well, brother  of  Sir  William  Maxwell,  seeing  the  police 
driving  the  people,  asked  what  this  meant  ?  and,  instead 
of  receiving  any  reply,  a  policeman,  whom  he  should 
recognise,  seized  him;  by  the  collar,  and  pitched  him 
forward,  at  the  same  time  giving  witness  a  blow  on  the 
back  with  his  truncheon.  A  great  quantity  of  similar 
testimony  having  been  given,  the  Commission  proceeded 
to  examine  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  police,  and  the 
investigation  still  continues. 


NARRATIVE  OP  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

The  barque  Abberton,  of  London,  from  the  Chincha 
Islands,  with  a  cargo  of  guano,  Foundered  off  the  coast 
of  Patagonia,  on  the  25th  of  May.  The  officers  and  crew, 
alter  being  eight  days  and  nights  in  the  long  boat,  were 
picked  up  by  the  Cypress,  of  London,  and  carried  to 
Pemambuco. 

On  the  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Rail- 
way, the  Roof  of  the  Outhwaite  Tunnel  Fell  in  on  the 
14th  inst.  A  goods  train  passed  through  at  niue  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  all  appeared  safe.  A  quarter  of 
an  hour  afterwards  two  workmen  heard  the  roof  fall, 
and  gave  warning  just  in  time  to  stop  a  passenger  train 
from  Penistone.  The  passengers  and  their  luggage  were 
conveyed  over  the  interrupted  portion  by  omnibuses 
and  carts.  The  stratum  for  a  great  thickness  above  the 
roof  of  the  tunnel  is  soft  shale.  The  heavy  rain  of 
Saturday  morning  penetrated  the  shale,  and  added  so 
much  to  its  weight,  that  it  burst  in  the  roof  of  the  tunnel. 

A  Railway  Accident  took  place  on  Sunday  the  15th 
inst.,  on  the  Midland  line.  As  the  morning  train  from 
Mansfield  to  Nottingham  was  proceeding  over  Ilkeston 
Moor,  the  engine  was  suddenly  thrown  off  the  rails,  and 
ran  for  about  70  yards  on  the  side  of  the  rails,  and  was 
then  precipitated  down  an  embankment,  dragging  with 
it  the  tender  and  partially  dislodging  the  first  carriage 
from  the  rails.  Fortunately,  the  couplings  broke,  so 
the  remaining  carriages  were  not  displaced.  The  driver 
was  tossed  into  the  hedge,  and  escaped  in  a  wonderful 
manner  without  injury.  Four  or  five  of  the  passengers 
came  in  collision  by  the  concussion,  but  a  few  bruises 
were  the  only  result. 

A  fatal  Colliery  Accident  happened  on  the  15th  inst. 
Three  men  and  a  boy  went  down  into  a  coalpit  at  Dukin- 
field,  Cheshire,  to  feed  some  horses  left  in  the  mine.  A 
young  man,  named  Charles  Bebbington,  had  charge  of 
the  steam-engine,  over  which  he  lost  all  command,  so 
that,  when  the  men  reached  the  pit-mouth,  they  were 
drawn  with  great  force  over  the  pulley,  50  feet  above 
the  pit,  and  hurled  to  a  great  distance.  Three  of  them 
were  thrown  into  a  reservoir  40  yards  distance,  whilst 
another  was  thrown  a  great  way  in  a  contrary  direction. 
They  all  received  severe  injuries,  causing  almost  instant 
death.  At  the  inquest  a  verdict  was  returned  of  culpable 
negligence  against  Bebbington,  who  was  committed. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the  17th  inst.,  on  the  body  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Ryan,  commercial  clerk,  who  was  Drowned 
in  the  Grand  Junction  Trunk  of  the  Royal  Surrey 
Canal.  It  appeared  that  the  deceased,  accompanied  by 
two  friends,  proceeded  to  the  Surrey  Canal  to  bathe. 
He  was  not  perfectly  sober,  but  insisted  on  going  into 
the  water,  and  in  swimming  from  one  bank  to  the  other 
he  became  exhausted,  and  was  nearly  drowned.  One 
of  his  friends  seeing  the  difficulty  he  had  in  reaching 
the  opposite  bank,  told  him  that  he  would  bring  his 
clothes,  but  he  jumped  in  again  to  return,  and  sank 
almost  immediately,  the  body  not  being  recovered  for 
about  two  hours.  The  coroner  said  that  when  the 
system  was  excited  with  drink,  if  a  person  plunged  into 
the  water,  it  almost  in  every  case  produced  apoplexy. 
He  hoped  that  the  knowledge  of  such  a  fact  would  act 
as  a  caution.     Verdict  "  Accidental  death." 

The  Rev.  S.  Sunderland,  vicar  of  Penistone,  in  York- 
shire, was  accidentally  Killed  on  the  ISth  inst.,  by  the 
upsetting  of  an  omnibus,  heavily  laden,  between  Chats- 
worth  and  Rowsley.  He  was  thrown  out,  and  so  much 
injured  that  he  died  almost  immediately. 

Lately,  at  the  works  of  Messrs.  Cummings,  machinists, 
Belmont,  near  Bolton,  a  man  met  with  a  melancholy 
Accident  whilst  oiling  some  machinery  in  motion.  His 
arm  was  caught  by  a  wheel  making  about  100  revolutions 
per  minute,  and  he  was  carried  round  with  it  bodily, 
two  of  his  limbs  being  literally  torn  off,  his  head  smashed 
to  pieces,  and  his  body  shockingly  mutilated. 

Miss  Wetherby,  a  young  lady  residing  with  her  family 
at  Broadstairs,  has  lost  her  life  by  Fallinr/  from  the  Cliff 
between  that  place  and  Ramsgate.  She  was  walking 
and  reading  on  the  verge  of  the  precipice  when  this 
lamentable  accident  happened. 
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PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen  held  an  Investiture  of  the  Order  of  the 
Bath  on  the  7th  inst,  when  a  large  number  of  distin- 
guished officers  were  decorated.  Among  the  principal 
were  Vice- Admiral  Deans  Dundas,  Lieutenant-General 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge  and  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
De  Lacy  Evans,  who  were  Knighted,  and  invested  with 
the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Military  Division  ;  and  Sir 
Charles  Augustus  Fitzroy,  Colonel  Cautley,  and 
Colonel  Justin  Shiel,  who  were  made  Knights  Com- 
manders of  the  Civil  Division. 

Her  Majesty  inspected  one  hundred  wounded  Guards 
at  Buckingham  Palace  on  the  9th  inst.  She  subsequently 
gave  audience  to  Prince  Gholam  Mahomed,  and  Prince 
Peroze  Shah,  the  son  and  grandson  of  Tippoo  Saib  ;  who 
took  leave  of  her  Majesty  on  their  return  to  India. 

The  Queen  left  town  on  the  10th  inst  for  Osborne, 
accompanied  by  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  visiting  the 
camp  at  Aldershott  by  the  way. 

Mr.  Justice  Maule  has  retired  from  the  bench  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  after  sixteen  years  of  service.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  has  supplied  his  place  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Willes, 
of  the  Home  Circuit. 

The  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  have 
appointed  Lord  Canning  Governor-General  of  India,  and 
her  Majesty  has  approved  of  the  selection  of  the  Court. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland  has  contributed  the 
site  for  a  church  at  Isleworth,  and  20002.  towards  the 
erection  of  the  building:  the  Duchess  Dowager  has 
added  5002.  to  this  sum. 

The  Queen  has  granted  apartments  in  Hampton  Court 
Palace  to  the  widows  of  General  Strangways  and  Ad- 
miral Boxer. 

Miss  Nightingale  is  at  Therapia,  and  does  not  intend 
to  return  to  England  unless  obliged  by  the  state  of  her 
health. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  has  gone  to  the  Crimea  :  his 
arrival  at  Vienna  was  noted  at  the  end  of  last  week. 

Her  Majesty  has  appointed  Miss  Fanny  Cathcart, 
second  surviving  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  George 
Cathcart,  to  be  one  of  her  Maids  of  Honour. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  lately  received  a  summons  to 
attend  at  Court  for  the  purpose  of  being  installed.  He, 
however,  declined  the  proffered  boon.  The  reason 
assigned  by  the  gallant  Admiral,  says  the  United 
Service  Gazette*  if  not  officially  given,  is  well  known  to 
his  friends.  "I  have  been,"  he  says,  "censured  and 
degraded,  and  have  been  denied  the  opportunity  of 
clearing  my  reputation.  Yet  am  I  now  offered  a 
G.  C.  B."— 


Professor  Allman,  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Natural  History  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 

The  widow  of  Count  Batthyany,  after  ceding  all  her 
fortune  to  her  heirs,  and  distributing  20,000  florins  to 
her  domestics,  has  entered  the  Convent  of  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy,  founded  by  her  at  Pinkafeld,  upon  the  frontiers 
of  Hungary.   She  assumes  the  name  of  "  Sister  Fanny." 

In  a  work  called  "  The  Island  Empire,"  lately 
published,  there  appeared  an  account  of  an  octogenarian 
gardener  of  the  late  Emperor  Napoleon,  still  living  on 
the  island  of  Elba.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  Count 
Walewski  has  been  to  inform  the  author  of  the  work 
that  the  French  Consul  at  Porto  Ferrajo  had  been 
directed  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  old  man,  and  to 
make  his  last  days  easy  by  pecuniary  aid. 


The  Earl  of  Caledon  died  ou  the  30th  of  June,  at  his 
house  in  Carleton-house-terrace,  in  his  43rd  year. 

John  Black,  Esq.,  late  editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  the 
oldest  and  one  of  the  most  respected  members  of  the  London 
press,  died  on  the  24th  of  June,  iu  his  72nd  year. 

Madame  Emile  de  Girardin  (formerly  Mademoiselle  Del- 
phine  Gay)  died  on  the  ]  st  inst.  at  Paris. 

Sir  Michael  Dillon  Bf.llew,  Bart.,  of  Mount  Bellew,  in 
the  county  of  Galway,  died  on  the  3rd  inst.  at  Rathmiues,  in 
his  58th  year.  A  few  days  since  he  received  the  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  his  fourth  son,  Lieut.  W.  Bellew,  from  the 
effects  of  wound's  received  at  the  taking  of  the  Quarries  before 
Sebastopol. 

Admiral  Sir  Charles  Ekins,  G.C.B.,  died  on  the  2nd  inst., 
at  the  age  of  S7  years. 

The  Hon.  Craven  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley,  M.P.  for 
Cheltenham,  died  on  the  1st  inst.,  at  Frankfort,  in  his  50th 
year. 

Admiral  the  Marquis  of  Thomond,  G.C.H.,  died  at  Bath 
on  the  3rd  inst. 

Mr.  James  Silk  Buckingham,  the  well-known  lectui-er  and 
writer,  died  on  the  30th  ult.,  in  his  09th  year,  at  Stanhope 
Lodge,  Upper  Avenue-road,  after  a  severe  and  protracted 
illness. 

Sir  William  Edward  Parry,  the  distinguished  leader  of 
four  expeditions  to  the  Arctic  regions,  died  at  Ems,  in  Ger- 
many, on  the  Sth  inst. 

Admiral  Sir  John  Ommanney,  K.C.B.,  died  at  Warbling- 
ton,  Hants,  on  the  Sth  inst.,  aged  82. 

Philip  Pusey,  Esq.,  of  Pusey  Park,  Farriugdon,  Berks, 
and  late  M.P.  for  that  county,  died  on  the  'Jth  inst.,  at  the 
residence  of  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pusey,  Christchurch 
College,  Oxford,  in  the  57th  year  of  his  age. 

Sir  Robert  Aeercromby,  Bart.,  the  chief  of  the  clan  of 
Abercromby,  died  on  the  6th  inst.,  at  Forglen  House,  the 
family  seat  in  Banffshire. 

The  Earl  of  Antrim  died  at  Glenann  Castle  on  the  18th 
inst.,  aged  43. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  intelligence  by  the  last  Overland  Mail  is  not 
important.  In  Burmah,  Captain  Madigan,'  of  the 
Eighty-fourth  regiment,  employed  in  erecting  telegraph 
posts  between  Donabew  and  Henzadah,  was,  on  the 
23rd  April,  tied  to  a  tree  and  speared  to  death,  in 
revenge  for  the  execution  of  a  son  of  one  of  the  chiefs. 
It  is  thought,  as  his  property  was  untouched,  that  he 
was  mistaken  for  a  political  agent.  The  murderers  of 
Captain  Latter,  who  was  assassinated  in  camp  during 
the  war,  have  all  been  discovered.  On  the  30th  April, 
2000  hillmen,  robbers  of  the  Terar  tribe,  attacked  the 
British  post  at  Dersamund,  fifty-five  miles  West  of 
Kohat.  It  was  defended  by  Major  Coke,  who  had 
under  his  command  a  troop  of  the  Fourth  Punjaub 
Cavalry  and  a  company  of  the  First  Punjaub  Infant/y. 
The  robbers  were  first  driven  back  by  a  cavalry  chai'ge, 
and  finally  routed  by  the  infantry. 


From  China  the  news  is  that  the  Tartar  Emperor  is 
dead  ;  that  the  rebellion  makes  little  progress;  but  that 
the  people  were  suffering  severely  from  famine,  caused 
mainly  by  the  devastations  of  the  rebels  and  the  in- 
stability of  order.  Sir  John  Bowring  had  expeditiously 
negotiated  an  important  treaty  with  Siam.     He  landed 


on  the  3rd  April,  began  active  deliberations  with  the 
Siamese  commissioners  on  the  9th  ;  and  on  the  18th  the 
treaty  was  signed.  Among  its  more  important  pro- 
visions, are  the  right  of  having  a  consul  in  Siam ;  the 
right  to  build  ships  in  the  Menane ;  and  the  right 
to  rent  or  purchase  lands  within  a  twenty-four  hours' 
journey  of  Bangkok. 

The  dates  from  the  West  Indies  are  to  the  end  of 
June.  The  accounts  speak  very  favourably  of  the 
crops. 


Advices  from  Melbourne  come  down  to  the  middle  of 
April.  The  commercial  and  industrial  prospects  of 
Victoria  were  decidedly  mending.  More  attention  was 
bestowed  upon  the  land :  gold-production  bid  fair  to 
increase  ;  building  had  recommenced,  and  rent  was 
much  less  than  formerly.  The  imports  on  the  quarter 
were  3,117,8512.  It  was  expected  that  this  rate  would 
not  be  kept  up.  The  imports  last  year  were  17,000,000£. 
The  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  gold-fields  have  made  their  report  to 
the  executive,  and  it  has  been  presented  to  the  council 
by  command  of  the  lieutenant-governor.     The  principal 
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recommendations  are — first,  the  abolition  of  the  licence- 
fee  and  the  substitution  of  an  export  duty  of  2s.  6r/.  per 
ounce ;  second,  the  enfranchisement  of  the  diggers ; 
third,  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  leasing  auriferous 
lands  ;  fourth,  the  introduction  of  mining  partnerships 
on  the  English  "  cost-book "  system  ;  together  with 
other  minor  changes.  The  government  have  introduced 
bills    to    carry  out    the    recommendations.      Chinese 


immigration  had  become  a  grievance  :  it  was  proposed 
to  put  some  restriction  on  the  incomings  of  the  flowery 
people,  and  the  government  had  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration.    The  census  of  population  on  the  26th  April 

1854  set  down  the  males  at  155,886,  the  females  at 
80,912.     It  is  estimated  that  up  to  the  middle  of  April 

1855  this  number  had  increased  by  upwards  of  53,000  ; 
but  the  increase  by  births  is  only  2000  in  the  year. 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


Oue  last  month's  narrative  of  the  Siege  of  Sebastopol 
closed  with  the  first  accounts  of  the  unsuccessful  attack 
by  the  Allies  on  the  Redan  and  the  Malakoff  tower, 
on  the  18th  of  June.  A  great  quantity  of  interesting 
details,  both  official  and  unofficial,  have  since  been 
received,  which  furnish  materials  for  a  connected  account 
of  this  very  serious  affair. 

It  appears  that  the  principal  attack  fell  to  the  lot  of 
the  French,  as  opposite  to  their  advanced  trenches  on 
the  extreme  right  lay  the  strongest  positions  of  the 
enemy — the  Malakofl'  tower  and  the  works  on  its  proper 
left.  It  was  arranged  also  that  the  British  should 
attack  the  Redan  at  the  moment  which  Lord  Raglan 
should  deem  most  fitting.  At  first  the  generals,  sus- 
pecting, what  proved  to  be  the  case,  that  the  enemy 
would  repair  in  the  night  the  damage  done  by  the 
crushing  fire  of  the  17th,  resolved  that  a  two-hours 
cannonade  should  precede  the  assault  :  late  in  the 
evening,  however,  General  Pelissier  informed  Lord 
Raglan  that  he  should  not  wait  for  the  cannon  to  clear 
the  way,  but  assault  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Three  French  divisions,  numbering  about  25,000  men, 
were  to  engage  in  the  direct  assault;  one  posted  on  the 
extreme  right,  under  General  Mayran,  was  to  carry  the 
extreme  left  of  the  Russians  ;  the  second  in  the  centre, 
under  General  Brunet,  was  directed  to  turn  the  Malakoff 
on  its  proper  left ;  while  the  third,  under  General 
u'Autemarre,  was  to  manoeuvre  on  its  proper  right,  so 
as  to  carry  the  work.  The  imperial  guard  formed  the 
reserve.  Two  batteries  of  artillery  were  ready  in  the 
Mamelon  to  occupy  the  enemy's  positions  if  they  were 
carried.  The  signal  for  the  assault  was  to  be  three 
rockets  fired  from  the  Lancaster  battery  by  General 
Pelissier.  But  an  accident  frustrated  the  whole  plan. 
General  Pelissier's  dispatch  gives  a  narrative  of  the 
combat. 

"I  was  still  more  than  1000  metres  from  the  spot 
where  I  was  to  give  the  signal,  when  a  brisk  fusillade, 
mingled  with  grape-shot,  told  me  that  the  action  had 
been  seriously  commenced  towards  the  right.  In  fact, 
shortly  before  three  o'clock,  General  Mayran  thought 
he  saw  my  signal  in  a  bomb  with  its  flaming  fuse  that 
had  been  fired  off'  from  the  Brancion  redoubt.  He  was 
informed,  but  to  no  purpose,  of  his  mistake.  This 
brave  and  unfortunate  general  gave  the  order  to  com- 
mence the  attack.  The  columns  of  Saurin  and  De 
Failly  dashed  forwards  at  once.  The  first  rush  was 
magnificent;  but  hardly  had  these  heads  of  columns 
advanced  when  they  were  assailed  by  a  shower  of  balls 
and  grape.  This  overwhelming  grape  came  not  merely 
from  the  works  we  wanted  to  carry,  but  from  the 
enemy's  steamers  also,  which  arrived  with  full  steam  on, 
and  manoeuvred  with  equal  good  fortune  and  skill.  We, 
however,  must  have  inflicted  some  damage  on  them. 
This  prodigious  fire  arrested  the  effort  of  our  troops. 
It  became  impossible  for  our  soldiers  to  march  forwards, 
but  not  one  made  a  single  step  in  retreat.  It  was  then 
that  General  Mayran,  twice  hit  already,  was  struck 
down  by  grape-shot,  and  compelled  to  give  up  the 
command  of  his  division.  All  this  was  the  work  of  a 
moment ;  and  General  Mayran  had  been  already  carried 
off  the  field  of  battle,  when  I  gave  the  signal  from  the 
spot  I  bad  reached  of  the  Lancaster  battery.  The  other 
troops  then  engaged  in  order  to  support  the  premature 
movement  of  the  division  on  the  right.  This  valiant 
division,  disunited  for  an  instant  by  the  loss  of  its 
general,  rallied  promptly  to  the  voice  of  General  de 
Failly.  The  troops  engaged,  supported  by  the  second 
battalion  of  the  95th  regiment  of  the  line,  and  one 


battalion  of  the  voltigueurs  of  the  guard,  under  the  orders 
of  the  brave  Colonel  Boudville,  kept  firm  near  a  ridge, 
where  the  general  placed  them,  and  maintained  their 
ground  with  intrepidity.  In  the  meantime,  being  in- 
formed of  this  situation,  which  might  become  critical,  I 
gave  orders  to  General  Regnaultde  Saint-Jean  d'Angely 
to  send  four  battalions  of  the  voltigueurs  of  the  guard, 
taken  from  the  general  reserve,  to  the  succour  of  this 
division.  Generals  Mellinet  and  Uhrich  marched  with 
this  fine  troop,  rallied  what  was  scattered  in  the 
Careening  ravine,  and  came  up  with  their  solid  support 
to  General  de  Failly,  by  occupying  the  bottom  of  the 
ravine.  General  Mellinet  repaired  in  person  to  General 
de  Failly's  right  with  a  battalion  of  grenadiers,  which 
had  been  attached  the  evening  before  to  the  guard  at 
the  ravine,  and  was  very  useful  to  him  by  securing  his 
right.  The  central  attack  had  no  better  success. 
General  Brunet  had  not  yet  been  able  to  complete  all 
his  arrangements,  when  the  cluster  of  rockets  that  were 
to  serve  as  the  signal  burst  in  the  air.  For  twenty  or 
five-and-twenty  minutes  all  the  right  had  already  been 
prematurely  engaged.  Nevertheless,  his  troops  marched 
with  resolution ;  but  their  valour  failed  under  the 
steady  fire  of  the  Russians,  and  against  unforeseen 
obstacles.  At  the  outset,  General  Brunet  was  mortally 
wounded  by  a  musket-ball  in  the  centre  of  his  chest. 
The  flag  of  the  91st  was  broken  by  a  ball :  but  it  is 
needless  to  add  that  these  glorious  fragments  were 
brought  back  by  this  brave  regiment.  General  Lafont 
de  Villiers  took  the  command  of  the  division,  and  con- 
fided that  of  the  troops  engaged  to  Colonel  Lorencez. 
These  kept  steady  while  the  rest  of  the  division  occupied 
the  trenches,  to  be  prepared  against  the  eventualities  of 
the  combat.  On  the  left,  General  D'Autemarre  had 
not  been  able  to  engage  before  Brunet's  division :  besides, 
he  could  not  account  for  the  hurried  fire  of  musketry  he 
heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Careening  Bay.  But  at 
the  signal  appointed  for  the  assault,  he  let  loose  with 
impetuosity  the  5th  Foot  Chasseurs  and  the  1st  battalion 
of  the  19th  regiment  of  the  line  ;  who  by  keeping  along 
the  crest  oftheKarabelnaia  ravine,  reached  the  intrench- 
ment  that  connects  it  with  the  Malakoff  tower,  scaled 
this  intrenchment,  and  thus  entered  the  enceinte  itself. 
Already  the  sappers  of  the  engineers  were  planting  the 
ladders  for  the  remainder  of  the  19th  and  26th  regiments, 
whose  general,  D'Autemarre,  was  hurrying  on  the 
movement  behind  his  valiant  head  of  the  column.  One 
instant  we  could  believe  in  success.  Our  eagles  had 
been  planted  on  the  Russian  works.  Unfortunately, 
this  hope  was  speedily  dissipated.  Our  allies  had 
encountered  such  obstacles  in  their  attack  of  the  great 
Redan,  and  they  had  met  such  a  fire  of  grape,  that,  in 
spite  of  their  well-known  tenacity,  they  had  been 
already  compelled  to  make  a  movement  of  retreat. 
Such  was  the  spirit  of  our  troops,  that  despite  this 
circumstance,  they  would  have  pushed  on  and  continued 
to  charge  home  the  enemy ;  but  the  want  of  simultaneous 
action  in  the  attack  of  our  divisions  left  the  Russians 
free  to  overwhelm  us  with  the  reserves  and  the  artillery 
of  the  great  Redan  ;  and  the  enemy  lost  not  a  moment 
to  direct  against  our  brave  foot  chasseurs  all  the  other 
reserves  of  Karabelnaia.  Before  such  imposing  forces, 
the  Commandant  Gamier,  of  the  5th  battalion,  already 
wounded  five  times  with  gun-shot,  endeavoured,  but  in 
vain,  to  hold  the  ground  that  had  been  won.  Obliged 
to  retire  before  numbers,  he  recrossed  the  intrenchment. 
General  Niol  rallied  his  brigade,  reinforced  by  the  39th 
of  the  line  :  they  wished  to  attempt  a  fresh  offensive 
movement,  in  order  to  insure  the  success  of  this  new 
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effort ;  and  on  word  being  sent  by  General  D'Autemarre 
that  his  reserve  was  reduced  to  the  74th  of  the  line,  I 
sent  him  the  regiment  of  the  Zouaves  of  the  guard  :  but 
on  the  arrival  of  these  veterans  of  our  African  wars,  the 
movement  no  longer  having  the  unity  so  desirable  for  a 
coup  of  this  vigour,  with  one  single  division  unsupported 
either  on  the  right  or  on  the  left,  and  cut  up  by  the 
artillery  of  the  Redan,  against  which  our  Allies  were 
suspending  their  attack,  I  did  not  fail  soon  to  perceive 
that  every  favourable  chance  was  exhausted.  A  fresh 
effort  would  merely  have  occasioned  a  useless  effusion  of 
blood.  It  was  half-past  eight.  I  gave  orders  in  all 
directions  to  return  to  the  trenches.  This  operation 
was  effected  with  dignity,  much  order  and  coolness,  and 
without  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  any  one  point.  A  part 
of  the  Russian  trenches  still  continued  even  to  be  held 
by  our  men,  who  got  away  in  succession ;  nor  did  the 
enemy  venture  to  profit  by  his  advantages  and  attack 
them.  Our  loss  has  been  great.  We  took  care  from 
the  very  commencement  of  the  action  to  remove  most  of 
the  men  hit  by  the  enemy ;  but  a  certain  number  of 
these  glorious  dead  remained  stretched  upon  the  glacis 
or  in  the  moats  of  the  place.  The  last  honours  were 
paid  them  on  the  following  day." 

General  Pelissier  says  that  the  Russians  were  evidently 
informed  of  the  plan  of  the  Allies,  and  were  on  their 
guard.  He  admits,  however,  that  he  may  have  been 
mistaken  in  thinking  that  the  Russians  had  suffered  so 
severely  as  was  anticipated  from  the  Allied  artillery,  and 
that  it  is  probable  the  enemy  wished  to  spare  his  guns 
and  reserve  his  fire ;  but  he  also  thinks,  although  the 
Russians  were  on  their  guard,  "  that  if  the  attack  could 
have  been  general  and  instantaneous  along  the  whole 
extent  of  the  line — if  there  had  been  suddenness  and 
unity  of  action  in  the  efforts  of  our  brave  troops — the 
object  would  have  been  attained." 

Lord  Raglan,  in  his  despatch  of  the  19th  of  June, 
describes  the  English  attack  on  the  Redan  :■ — "  My 
Lord — I  informed  your  Lordship,  on  the  16th,  that  new 
batteries  had  been  completed,  and  that  in  consequence 
the  Allies  would  be  enabled  to  resume  the  offensive 
against  Sebastopol  with  the  utmost  vigour.  Accordingly, 
on  the  17th,  at  daylight,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  from 
all  the  batteries  in  the  English  and  French  trenches, 
and  maintained  throughout  the  day ;  and  the  effect 
produced  appeared  so  satisfactory  that  it  was  determined 
that  the  French  should  attack  the  Malakoff  works  the 
next  morning,  and  that  the  English  should  assail  the 
Redan  as  soon  after  as  I  might  consider  it  desirable. 
It  was  at  first  proposed  that  the  artillery  fire  should  be 
resumed  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  and  should  be 
kept  up  for  about  two  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying any  works  the  enemy  might  have  thrown  up 
in  the  night,  and  of  opening  passages  through  the 
abattis  that  covered  the  Redan :  but  on  the  evening  of 
the  17th  it  was  intimated  to  me  by  General  Pelissier, 
that  he  had  determined,  upon  further  consideration, 
that  the  attack  by  his  troops  should  take  place  at  three 
the  following  morning.  The  French  therefore  com- 
menced their  operations  as  day  broke  ;  and  as  their 
several  columns  came  within  range  of  the  enemy's  fire 
they  encountered  the  most  serious  opposition  both 
from  musketry  and  the  guns  in  the  works  which  had 
been  silenced  the  previous  evening:  and,  observing 
this,  I  was  induced  at  once  to  order  our  columns  to 
move  out  of  the  trenches  upon  the  Redan.  It  had  been 
arranged  that  detachments  from  the  Light,  Second,  and 
Fourth  Divsions,  which  I  placed  for  the  occasion  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir  George  Brown, 
should  be  formed  into  three  columns;  that  the  right 
one  should  attack  the  left  face  of  the  Redan  between 
the  Hanking  batteries ;  that  the  centre  should  advance 
upon  the  salient  angle  ;  and  that  the  left  should  move 
upon  the  reentering  angle  formed  by  the  right  face  and 
flank  of  the  work,  the  first  and  last  preceding  the 
centre  column.  The  flank  columns  at  once  obeyed  the 
signal  to  advance ;  preceded  by  covering  parties  of  the 
Rifle  Brigade,  and  by  sailors  carrying  ladders  and 
soldiers  carrying  wool-bags .  but  they  had  no  sooner 
shown  themselves  beyond  the  trenches  than  they  were 
assailed  by  a  most  murderous  fire  of  grape  and  musketry. 
Those  in  advance  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and 
the  remainder  found  it  impossible  to  proceed.     I  never 


before]  witnessed  such  a  continued  and  heavy  fire  of 
grape  combined  with  musketry  from  the  enemy's  works, 
which  appeared  to  be  fully  manned  :  and  the  long  list 
of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Light  and  Fourth 
Divisions,  and  the  seamen  of  the  Naval  Brigade,  under 
Captain  Peel,  who  was  unfortunately  wounded,  though 
not  severely,  will  show  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
those  that  went  forward  fell.  Major-General  Sir  John 
Campbell,  who  led  the  left  attack,  and  Colonel  Shad- 
forth,  of  the  57th,  who  commanded  the  storming  party 
under  his  direction,  were  both  killed ;  as  was  also 
Colonel  Yea,  of  the  Royal  Fusiliers,  who  had  led  the 
right  column.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  these 
officers.  Major-General  Sir  John  Campbell  had  com- 
manded the  Fourth  Division  from  the  period  of  the 
battle  of  Inkerman  till  the  arrival,  very  recently,  of 
Lieutenant-General  Bentinck.  He  had  devoted  himself 
to  his  duty  without  any  intermission,  and  had  acquired 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all.  I  most  deeply  lament 
his  loss.  Colonel  Shadforth  had  maintained  the  effi- 
ciency of  his  regiment  by  constant  attention  to  all  the 
details  of  his  command ;  and  Colonel  Yea  was  not  only 
distinguished  for  his  gallantry,  but  had  exercised  his 
control  of  the  Royal  Fusiliers  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
win  the  affections  of  the  soldiers  under  his  orders,  and 
to  secure  to  them  every  comfort  and  accommodation 
which  his  personal  exertions  could  procure  for  them. 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  your  Lordship  correct  lists  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  by  this  opportunity,  but  I  will 
forward  them  by  telegraph  as  soon  as  they  are  made 
out.  I  have  not  any  definite  information  upon  the 
movements  of  the  French  columns  ;  and  the  atmosphere 
became  so  obscured  by  the  smoke  from  the  guns  and 
musketry  that  it  was  not  possible  by  personal  observation 
to  ascertain  their  progress,  though  I  was  particularly 
well  situated  for  the  purpose  :  but  I  understand  that 
their  left  column,  under  General  D'Autemarre,  passed 
the  advanced  works  of  the  enemy  and  threatened  the 
gorge  of  the  Malakoff  tower ;  and  that  the  two  other 
columns,  under  Generals  Mayran  and  Brunet,  who 
both,  I  regret  to  say,  were  killed,  met  with  obstacles 
equal  to  those  we  encountered,  and  were  obliged  in 
consequence  to  abandon  the  attack.  The  superiority  of 
our  fire  on  the  day  we  opened  led  both  General  Pelissier 
and  myself,  and  the  officers  of  the  Artillery  and 
Engineers  of  the  two  services,  and  the  armies  in  general, 
to  conclude  that  the  Russian  artillery  fire  was  in  a 
great  measure  subdued,  and  that  the  operation  we 
projected  could  be  undertaken  with  every  prospect 
of  success.  The  result  has  shown  that  the  resources  of 
the  enemy  were  not  exhausted,  and  that  they  had  still 
the  power,  either  from  their  ships  or  from  their  batteries, 
to  bring  an  overwhelming  fire  upon  their  assailants. 
While  the  direct  attack  upon  the  Redan  was  pro- 
ceeding, Lieutenant-General  Sir  Richard  England  was 
directed  to  send  one  of  the  brigades  of  the  Third 
Division,  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Barnard, 
down  the  Woronzoff  ravine,  with  a  view  to  give 
support  to  the  attacking  columns  on  his  right,"and  the 
other  brigade,  under  Major-General  Eyre,  still  further 
to  the  left,  to  threaten  the  works  at  the  head  of  the 
Dockyard  creek.  I  have  not  yet  received  their  reports, 
and  shall  not  be  able  to  send  them  to  your  Lordship 
to  day ;  but  General  Eyre  was  very  seriously  engaged, 
and  he  himself  wounded,  though  I  am  happy  to  say 
not  severely ;  and  he  possessed  himself  of  a  churchyard 
which  the  enemy  had  hitherto  carefully  watched,  and 
some  houses  within  the  place  ;  but,  as  the  town  front 
was  not  attacked,  it  became  necessary  to  withdraw  his 
brigade  at  night.  I  shall  make  a  special  report  upon 
this  by  the  next  mail,  and  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the 
same  opportunity  to  name  to  you  the  officers  who  have 
been  particularly  mentioned  to  me.  I  am  concerned 
to  have  to  inform  you,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tylden, 
of  the  Royal  Engineers,  whose  services  I  have  had 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  bringing  so  frequently  to  your 
Lordship's  notice,  is  very  severely  wounded.  The 
account  I  received  of  him  this  morning  is  upon  the 
whole  satisfactory,  and  I  entertain  strong  hopes  that 
his  valuable  life  will  be  preserved.  I  feel  greatly 
indebted  to  Sir  George  Brown  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  the  duties  I  entrusted  to  him ;  and  my 
warmest  acknowledgments   are  due  to   Major-General 
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Harry  Jon?s,  not  only  for  his  valuable  assistance  on  the 
present  occasion,  but  for  the  able,  zealous,  and  energetic 
manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  the  siege  operations 
since  he  assumed  the  command  of  the  Royal  Engineers. 
He  received  a  wound  from  a  grape-shot  in  the  forehead 
yesterday,  which  I  trust  will  not  prove  serious.;  I 
brought  up  the  First  Division  from  the  vicinity  of 
Balaklava  as  a  reserve,  and  I  shall  retain  them  on  these 
heights.  The  Sardinian  troops  under  General  la 
Marmora  and  the  Turkish  troops  under  Omar  Pasha 
crossed  the  Tchernaya  on  the  17th  instant,  and  occupy 
positions  in  front  of  Tchorgoun.  They  have  not  come 
in  contact  with  any  large  body  of  the  enemy. 

"I  have,  &c.  Raglan." 

"  P.S.  I  enclose  lists  of  casnalties  in  the  Naval 
Brigade  to  the  ISth  instant  inclusive.  I  regret  to  say 
these  are  heavy." 

In  a  subsequent  despatch  dated  the  23rd  of  June, 
Lord  Raglan  gives  further  particulars  of  the  attack : — 
"  I  informed  your  lordship,  in  my  despatch  of  the  19th 
instant,  that  I  would  make  a  more  special  report  upon 
the  movements  of  the  3rd  division  as  soon  as  I  should 
receive  the  reports  of  Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  R.  England  and 
the  major-generals  commanding  brigades  under  him. 
The  1st  brigade,  under  Major-Gen.  Barnard,  proceeded 
down  the  Woronzow  road,  and  was  placed  in  position 
on  the  right  of  the  ravine,  ready  to  co-operate  with  the 
columns  of  attack  on  the  right ;  whilst  the  2nd  brigade, 
under  Major-Gen.  Eyre,  moved  down  the  ravine  which 
separates  the  left  of  the  English  from  the  right  of  the 
French  advanced  works,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
the  enemy's  ambuscades,  and  making  a  demonstration 
on  the  head  of  the  dockyard  Creek.  This  service  was 
performed  with  the  utmost  gallantry,  and  notwith- 
standing that  they  were  exposed  to  a  most  galling  fire, 
the  troops  maintained  themselves  in  the  position  they 
had  taken  up  during  the  day,  and  in  the  evening 
withdrew  unmolested,  leaving  a  post  at  the  cemetery, 
which  had  been  one  of  the  objects  of  the  attack  in  the 
morning.  The  action  having  from  circumstances 
become  a  most  serious  one,  I  beg,  as  the  most  satisfac- 
tory way  of  making  your  lordship  acquainted  with  the 
particulars,  to  lay  a  copy  of  the  major-general's  letter 
before  your  lordship,  and  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
officers  whose  services  he  particularly  notices,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  his  distinguished  conduct.  Your 
lordship  will  see  with  concern  that  the  loss  sustained  by 
this  brigade  is  very  considerable,  and  that  Mnjor- 
General  Eyre  is  himself  wounded ;  but  I  have  every 
reason  to  hope  that  the  injury  he  has  received  is  not 
very  severe,  and  will  not  incapacitate  him  from  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  with  the  same  energy  and  devotion 
as  he  has  already  applied  himself  to  its  performance 
during  the  protracted  operations  before  Sebastopol. 
Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  G,  Brown,  to  whose  able  assistance 
I  referred  in  my  former  despatch,  has  specially  brought 
to  my  notice  the  distinguished  conduct  of  Colonel  Yea, 
who  was  killed,  and  pays  a  just  tribute  to  the  great 
merits  of  this  deeply-lamented  officer ;  of  Lieut.-Col. 
Lysons,  of  the  23rd  ;  Lieut.-Col.  Johnstone,  of  the  33rd  ; 
and  Capt.  Gwilt,  of  the  34th,  all  of  whom  are  wounded  ; 
of  Major-Gen.  Codrington,  who  commanded  the  light 
division ;  of  Capt.  Blackett,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  who 
has  lost  a  leg;  and  of  Capt.  Forman,  of  the  Rifle 
Brigade,  who  fell  upon  the  occasion ;  and  Major-Gen. 
Codrington  mentions  the  admirable  conduct  of  Capt. 
Turner,  of  the  7th  Foot;  Major  Macdonnell,  of  the 
Rifle  Brigade  ;  Lieut.  Knox,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  who  is 
wounded ;  and  Lieut.  Donovan,  of  the  33rd.  Lieut.- 
Gen.  Sir  R.  England  speaks  highly  of  Col.  Cobbe,  of 
the  4th  regiment,  who  commanded  in  the  trenches 
of  the  left  attack,  and  is  severely  wounded  ;  and  Lieut.- 
Gen.  Bentinck  eulogises  the  conduct  of  Col.  Lord 
West,  of  the  21st  Foot,  who  assumed  the  command  of 
the  left  column  after  the  death  of  Major-Gen.  Sir  J. 
Campbell  ;  of  Lieut.-Col.  Warre,  who  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  57th  regiment,  on  the  death  of  Col. 
Shadforth  ;  of  Lieut.-Col.  Cole,  commanding  17th  regt.  ; 
and  of  Capts.  Croker  (who  was  killed),  Gordon, 
M'Kinstry,  and  O'Conor,  and  Lieut.  Thompson,  of  the 
17th  regt.  ;  and  Lieut.  Shadwell  Clerke,  of  the  21st 
regiment  ;  and  colour-serjeant  Colclifl'e  and  Serjeant 
Pratt,  of  the  17th ;  and  Capt.  the  Hon.  J.  Stuart,  and 


Lieuts.  Boileau  (who  is  severely  wounded)  and  Saunders, 
of  the  Rifle  Brigade.  Major-Gen.  H.  Jones  reports 
most  favourably  of  the  services  of  the  following  officers 
of  Engineers :  Lieut.-Col.  Gordon,  Lieut.-Col.  Chap- 
man, Lieut.-Col.  Tylden,  Lieut.  Donnelly,  Lieut. 
Fisher,  and  he  deeply  laments  the  loss  of  Capt.  Jesse, 
Lieut.  Graves,  and  Lieut.  Murray,  who  fell  upon  the 
occasion.  I  must  express  my  obligations  to  Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir  R.  England,  Lieut.-Gen.  Pennefather,  Lieut.-Gen. 
Bentinck,  and  Major-Gen.  Codrington,  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  they  conducted  their  duties ;  and 
I  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  inform 
your  lordship  that  Lieut.-Gen.  Pennefather,  who  was 
then  labouring  under  illness,  is  now  in  so  bad  a  state  of 
health  as  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing 
from  the  army.  I  shall  deeply  regret  his  departure, 
entertaining  the  highest  opinion  of  him,  and  knowing 
his  devotion  to  her  Majesty's  service.  I  must  not  omit 
to  mention  the  following  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
who  particularly  distinguished  themselves  on  the  18th : 
Captain  Peel,  who  commanded  the  whole  of  the  sailors 
employed,  and'is  severely  wounded;  Messrs.  Wood 
(severely  wounded)  and  Daniel,  who  have  been  through 
the  whole  siege ;  Lieuts.  Urmston  and  Dalyell,  who  are 
both  severely  wounded ;  and  Mr.  Parsons,  mate,  who  is 
wounded;  Lieuts.  Cave  and  Ividd,  both  wounded,  the 
latter  mortally  ;  and  Mr.  Kennedy,  mate." 

The  attack  of  General  Eyre's  brigade  on  the  Ceme- 
tery batteries,  mentioned  in  the  above  dispatches,  was  a 
most  brilliant,  and  (taken  by  itself)  a  completely  suc- 
cessful exploit.  It  was  a.  distinct  operation  from  the 
attack  on  the  Redan,  and  was  effected  by  a  brigade 
under  Major-General  Eyre,  with  the  ultimate  object 
of  an  attack  on  the  Barrack  batteries.  The  brigade 
consisted  of  the  9lh  Regiment,  18th  Regiment,  28th 
Regiment,  and  44th  Regiment.  Four  volunteers  from 
each  company  were  selected  to  form  an  advanced  party, 
under  Major  Fielden,  of  the  44th  Regiment,  to  feel  the 
way  and  cover  the  advance.  The  18th  Royal  Irish 
followed  as  the  storming  regiment.  The  brigade  was 
turned  out  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  march 
down  the  road  on  the  left  of  the  Greenhill  battery  to 
the  Cemetery,  and  halted  under  cover  while  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  were  being  made  for  the  attack. 
General  Eyre,  addressing  the  18th,  said,  "  I  hope,  my 
men,  that  this  morning  you  will  do  something  that  will 
make  every  cabin  in  Ireland  ring  again  !  "  The  reply 
was  a  loud  cheer,  which  instantly  drew  on  the  men  a 
shower  of  grape.  The  skirmishers  advanced  just  as  the 
general  attack  began,  and,  with  some  French  on  their 
left,  rushed  at  the  Cemetery,  which  was  very  feebly 
defended.  They  got  possession  of  the  place  after  a 
slight  resistance,  with  small  loss,  and  took  some 
prisoners,  but  the  moment  the  enemy  retreated  their 
batteries  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  place  from  the  left 
of  the  Redan  and  from  the  Barrack  Battery.  Four 
companies  of  the  18th  at  once  rushed  on  out  of  the 
Cemetery  towards  the  town,  and  actually  succeeded  in 
getting  possession  of  the  suburb.  Captain  Hayman 
was  gallantly  leading  on  his  company  when  he  was  shot 
through  the  knee.  Captain  Esmonde  followed,  and 
the  men  once  established,  prepared  to  defend  the  houses 
they  occupied.  As  they  drove  the  Russians  out,  they 
were  pelted  with  large  stones  by  the  latter  on  their  way 
up  to  the  battery,  which  quite  overhangs  the  suburb. 
The  Russians  could  not  depress  their  guns  sufficiently  to 
fire  down  on  our  men,  but  they  directed  a  severe  flank- 
ing fire  on  them  from  an  angle  of  the  Redan  works. 
There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  keep  up  a  vigorous  fire 
from  the  houses,  and  to  delude  the  enemy  into  the 
belief  that  the  occupiers  were  more  numerous  than  they 
were.  Meantime  the  Russians  did  their  utmost  to  blow 
down  the  houses  with  shell  and  shot,  and  fired  grape 
incessantly,  but  the  soldiers  kept  close,  though  they  lost 
men  occasionally,  and  they  were  most  materially  aided 
by  the  fire  of  the  regiments  in  the  Cemetery  behind 
them,  which  was  directed  at  the  Russian  embrasures ; 
so  that  the  enemy  could  not  get  out  to  fire  down  on  the 
honses  below.  Some  of  the  houses  were  comfortably 
furnished.  One  of  them  was  as  well  fitted  up  as  most 
English  mansions,  the  rooms  full  of  fine  furniture,  a 
piano  in  the  drawing-room,  and  articles  of  luxury  and 
taste  not  deficient.     Our  men  unfortunately  found  that 
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the  cellars  were  not  empty,  and  that  there  was  abun- 
dance of  fine  muscat  wine  from  the  south  coast  of  the 
Crimea,  and  of  the  stronger  wines,  perfumed  with  roses 
and  mixed  with  fruits  which  are  grown  in  the  interior, 
in  the  better  sort  of  houses.  Some  of  the  officers,  when 
they  went  away,  carried  off  articles  of  clothing  and 
papers  as  proofs  of  their  entrance  into  the  place,  and 
some  others  took  away  pigeons  and  guineapigs,  which 
were  tame  in  the  houses.  The  troops  entered  the  place 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  could  not  leave 
it  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  Russians  blew 
up  many  of  the  houses  and  set  fire  to  others,  and  when 
our  men  retired  the  flames  were  spreading  along  the 
street.  The  18th  Regiment  lost  250  men.  In  the 
middle  of  the  day  Captain  Esmonde  wrote  to  General 
Eyre  to  say  that  he  required  support,  that  the  men 
were  short  of  ammunition,  and  that  the  rifles  were 
clogged.  The  rifles,  which  were  of  the  Enfield  pattern, 
had  been  only  served  to*  the  regiment  the  day  before, 
and  again  it  was  found  that  these  admirable  weapons 
are  open  to  the  grave  defect  which  has  been  so  frequently 
mentioned,  and  that  they  are  liable  to  become  useless 
after  firing  twenty  rounds.  A  sergeant  volunteered  to 
creep  back  with  this  letter,  but,  when  he  reached  the 
place  where  the  general  ought  to  have  been,  he  found 
that  the  latter  had  been  obliged  to  withdraw,  owing  to 
his  wound,  and  he  therefore  delivered  the  document  to 
Col.  Edwardes.  As  there  was  no  possibility  of  getting 
support  down  to  the  troops,  Col.  Edwardes  crept  down 
along  with  the  sergeant  and  got  into  the  houses  to  see 
how  matters  were  going  on.  The  officer  in  command, 
on  learning  the  state  of  the  case,  ordered  the  men  to 
keep  up  the  hottest  fire  they  could ;  and  meantime  they 
picked  up  the  rifles  and  ammunition  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  and  were  by  that  means  enabled  to  continue 
their  fusillade.  The  9th  Regiment  succeeded  in  effecting 
a  lodgment  in  the  houses  in  two  or  three  different  places, 
and  held  their  position  as  well  as  the  18th.  A  sergeant 
and  a  handful  of  men  actually  got  possession  of  the 
little  Wasp  Lattery,  in  which  there  were  only  twelve 
or  fourteen  Russian  artillerymen.  They  fled  at  the 
approach  of  our  men,  but  when  the  latter  turned  round 
they  discovered  they  were  quite  unsupported  ;  and  the 
Russians,  seeing  that  the  poor  fellows  were  left  alone, 
came  down  on  them  and  drove  them  out  of  the  battery. 
An  officer  and  half-a-dozen  men  of  the  same  regiment 
got  up  close  to  a  part  of  the  Flagstaff  Battery,  and 
were  advancing  into  it,  when  they,  too,  saw  that  they 
were  by  themselves,  and  as  it  was  futile  to  attempt 
holding  their  ground,  they  retreated.  About  fifteen 
FreDch  soldiers  on  their  left  aided  them,  but  as  they 
were  likewise  unsupported,  they  had  to  retire.  'Another 
officer,  with  only  twelve  men,  took  one  of  the  Russian 
Rifle  Pitts,  bayonetted  those  they  found  in  it,  and  held 
possession  of  it  throughout  the  day.  Meantime  while 
these  portions"of  the  5th  and  18th  and  parties  of  the 
44th  and  28th  were  in  the  houses,  the  detachments  of 
the  same  regiments  and  of  the  38th  kept  up  a  hot  fire 
from  the  Cemetery  on  the  Russians  in  the  battery  and 
on  the  sharpshooters,  all  the  time  being  exposed  to  a 
tremendous  shower  of  bullets,  grape,  round  shot  and 
shell.  The  loss  of  the  brigade,  under  such  circum- 
stances, could  not  be  but  extremely  severe.  One  part 
of  it,  separated  from  the  other,  was  exposed  to  a  de- 
structive fire  in  the  houses,  the  upper  portion  of  which 
crumbled  into  pieces  or  fell  in  under  fire,  and  it  was 
only  by  keeping  in  the  lower  story,  which  was  vaulted 
and  well  built,  that  they  were  enabled  to  hold  their 
own.  The  other  parts  of  it,  far  advanced  from  our 
batteries,  were  almost  unprotected,  and  were  under  a 
constant  mitraille  and  bombardment  from  guns  which 
our  batteries  had  failed  to  touch. 

A  graphic  account  of  this  affair  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  English  troops,  during  their  brief  occupation  of 
the  houses  in  the  suburb,  is  given  by  a  young  Irish  ser- 
geant, in  a  letter  to  his  "  Cousin  Kate,"  at  Strabane ; — 
"  You  have  heard  about  the  action  of  the  18th  ;  it  was 
a  most  sanguinary  one.  On  account  of  our  staff  situa- 
tions, neither  the  paymaster,  myself,  nor  the  regimental 
clerks,  were  allowed  to  go  into  action  with  the  regiment, 
so  we  were  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  camp  along 
with  two  other  sergeants ;  we  volunteered  to  go  with 
the  regiment,  but  were  told,  if  we  dared  to  leave  the 


camp,  we  should  be  tried  by  a  court-martial.  During 
the  day  I  suffered  great  anxiety  'about  John,  who  was 
along  with  the  regiment,  and  while  the  heavy  firing  was 
going  on,  I  slipt  out  of  camp  and  went  down  to  the 
Picket-house  Battery,  so  that,  if  anything  unfortunately 
happened  to  my  brother,  I  would  be  near  at  hand  to 
tend  to  his  wants,  as  on  account  of  the  Picket-house 
Battery  being  near  the  scene  of  action  the  wounded 
were  brought  under  it.  However,  most  fortunately, 
thank  God,  he  did  not  require  my  services,  as  he  re- 
turned to  camp  safe,  after  the  action  was  over,  after 
many  narrow  escapes.  During  the  time  I  was  at  the 
battery  an  officer  of  the  38th  regiment  and  I  did  all  we 
could  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  wounded,  in 
getting  them  conveyed  to  the  General  Hospital — getting 
them  water,  &c,  for  the  day  was  very  warm.  My  dear 
Kate,  you  can  have  no  idea  of  the  horrors  of  war ;  it 
was  awful  to  look  at  these  poor  wounded  fellows  suffer- 
ing under  every  description  of  wounds,  through  heads, 
necks,  bodies,  arms,  and  legs,  some  in  the  pangs  of 
death,  blaspheming,  others  raving,  while  others  were 
praying,  while  the  blood  trickled  from  their  wounds — 
such  ghastly  wounds.  One  poor  fellow  was  severely 
wounded  with  grape.  The  officer  asked  him  if  it  was 
grape  that  caused  the  wound?     'Yes,  Sir,'  he  replied, 

'  it  was  d sour  grape  to  me.'     The  most  of  them 

bore  their  sufferings  very  natiently.  The  2nd  brigade 
of  the  3rd  division,  to  which  the  9th  regiment  belongs, 
were  the  only  troops  engaged  on  the  left.  Some  of  the 
men  of  the  regiment  told  me  that  Johnny  behaved  most 
gallantly  in  leading  on  the  Lmen  along  with  the  officers 
when  under  fire  in  charging  the  Cemetery  plain  and 
gardens,  where  they  were  compelled  to  take  shelter 
behind  the  houses  there  on  account  of  their  small  num- 
bers. They  could  neither  advance  or  retire.  They 
would  have  taken  the  Garden  Batteries  had  the  Round 
Tower  on  the  right  been  taken  .by  our  troops  there.  1 
hear  that  the  divisions  on  the  right  had  taken  the  Round 
Tower  twice,  but  were  compelled  to  evacuate  it  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Russian  shipping  raking  the  tower,  and 
retired  with  heavy  loss,  and,  had  the  troops  on  the  left 
taken  the  Garden  Batteries,  they  could  not  have  held 
them,  as  the  Round  Tower  completely  covered  them. 
During  the  time  the  brigade  was  charging  through  the 
Cemetery  'plain  and  gardens  they  were  exposed  to  a 
most  galling  fire  of  grape,  round  shot,  shell,  and 
musketry,  and  even  when  under  shelter  of  the  houses 
the  enemy  never  ceased  firing  'at  them,  tumbling  the 
houses  and  walls  down  ;  some  of  the  regiments  were  in 
rifle-pits,  and  if  one  dared  to  show  himself  he  was  in- 
stantly struck  down ;  they  had  to  remain  there  until 
dark,  when  they  returned  to  camp.  The  9th  regiment 
had  three  officers  wounded  (one  has  since  died),  eight 
privates  killed,  two  sergeants,  and  forty-three  privates 
wounded ;  each  regiment  in  the  brigade  furnished  one 
sergeant  and  thirty  rank  and  file  volunteers  for  the  for- 
lorn hope  or  advanced  guard;  these  gallant  fellows 
actually  got  into  the  houses  of  Sebastopol,  which  they 
plundered  according  to  the  custom  of  war.  Enclosed  is 
a  perforated  cardboard  pattern  for  my  dear  Louisa,  which 
was  taken  from  a  house  at  Sebastopol  (in  which  a  Rus- 
sian general  lived)  by  one  of  the  men  of  the  regiment, 
who  gave  it  to  me ;  he  told  me  that  when  he  and  some 
others  broke  into  the  house,  after  driving  the  Russians 
away,  they  found  a  woman  and  four  children  in  it;  as 
soon  as  they  saw  the  English  soldiers,  they  supplicated 
for  mercy,  but  our  gallant  fellows  were  too  generous  to 
harm  them,  and  made  signs  that  they  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  them,  so  they  retired  to  a  corner,  where  they 
remained  till  our  men  left  the  house.  The  man  who 
gave  me  the  cardboard  came  to  camp  laden  with  plunder. 
I  shall  enumerate  the  articles  I  saw  with  him— viz.,  a 
general's  gold-laced  hat,  a  guinea-pig,  a  valuable  micro- 
scope, the  cardboard,  knives  and  forks,  a  most  ingenious 
Russian  toy,  some  plates,  some  bottles  containing  wine 
and  rum,  a  pair  of  lady's  satin  slippers  (the  lady  who 
wore  them  must  have  had  a  remarkably  small  foot). 
How  he  managed  to  carry  them  all  surprised  me. 
While  in  the  house  they  destroyed  beautiful  pianos, 
ladies'  and  gentlemen's  "wardrobes,  mirrors,  &c. ;  but 
while  there  "he  said  they  did  not  neglect  their  duty ; 
when  they  returned  to  camp  their  forage  caps  were 
gaily  decorated  with  gold  lace  and  satin  ribands.     The 
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brigade  returned  to  camp  at  dark,  and  through  some 
mismanagement  of  high  authorities  they  were  forced  to 
relinquish  the  positions  they  had  so  gallantly  taken  after 
suffering  severe  losses,  and  behaving  most  creditably 
under  a  galling  fire.  Colonel  Borton,  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  and  who  was  foremost  in  the 
action,  told  the  men  when  they  assembled  on  parade 
next  morning,  that  he  never  saw  heavier  firing  (he  hav- 
ing been  through  the  Cabul  and  Sutlej  campaigns  in 
India),  and  felt  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  could  place 
dependence  on  them,  no  matter  where  they  went  to. 
My  comrade  sergeant  was  sergeant  to  the  9  th  regiment, 
forlorn  hope,  and  he  gave  me  a  fine  description  of  what 
he  saw.  He  and  a  number  of  men  under  his  command 
were  in  one  of  the  most  advanced  houses,  within  a  few 
yards  of  another  house  occupied  by  Russian  soldiers, 
and  one  of  the  Russians  fired  out  of  a  window  at  our 
fellows,  and  after  he  fired  he  said  (for  he  could  speak 

English)  '  Take  that,  you  d English  ! '  and  one  of  the 

9th,  a  wild  young  Irish  fellow,  immediately  fired  out  of 
the  window  at  him  in  return,  saying,  '  Take  that,  you 
d Russian.'  This  interchange  of  compliments  con- 
tinued for  some  time  until  the  Russian  was  winged. 
Colonel  Borton  showed  great  bravery.  When  the  regi- 
ment was  going  to  advance  he  ran  out  in  front  and 
roared  out,  after  casting  his  eye  along  the  line,  and 
waving  his  sword,  '  Up,  up,  9th  !  come  along,  my  lads  !' 
'Yes,  Sir,'  they  replied,  'we  will  follow  you  wherever 
you  go  !'  Johnny  told  me  this,  for  he  was  along  with 
the  colonel.  The  colonel  is  one  of  the  most  handsome 
men  I  ever  saw.  John  also  told  me  that  he  saw  four 
men  carrying  a  wounded  officer  on  a  stretcher  to  the 
rear,  and  they  had  to  pass  through  all  the  heavy  fire ; 
for,  as  soon  as  the  dastardly  Russians  saw  the  brave 
fellows  employed  on  their  charitable  mission  (for  they 
left  a  comparatively  secure  cover  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing their  wounded  officer  medically  attended  to),  they 
poured  all  their  fire  on  them  ;  but  God  in  His  mercy  pro- 
tected them,  as  only  one  of  them  was  wounded,  although 
shot,  shell,  and  grape  ploughed  the  earth  around  them. 
When  Colonel  Borton  saw  them,  he  exclaimed,  '  Ah, 
they  are  truly  British  soldiers  ! '  What  a  meaning  is 
conveyed  in  that  one  sentence  ' — volumes  expressed." 

The  terrible  fire — the  storm  of  "  iron  hail,"  which  the 
English  troops  had  to  encounter  in  rushing  on  to  the 
attack  of  the  Redan,  is  dwelt  upon  in  all  the  accounts. 
The  space  to  be  passed  over  from  our  most  advanced 
trenches  to  the  Redan  was  somewhere  about  seven 
hundred  yards,  and  from  the  first  moment  of  their 
rushing  over  the  parapet  towards  the  point  of  attack 
our  men  were  met  by  the  same  awful  and  annihilating 
storm  of  canister  and  grape.  Many  fell  within  the  first 
dozen  yards,  and  thence  on  to  some  broken  ground 
about  midway,  in  which  the  remainder  sought  cover,  the 
field  was  strewn  with  the  slain  and  wounded.  Few  of 
them  ever  reached  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  work — 
none  of  them  ever  saw  the  deep  ditch  which  protects  its 
approaches.  As  the  34th  Regiment  advanced,  the  sup- 
ports, by  some  means  or  another,  got  mixed  together 
with  them,  and  some  confusion  arose  in  consequence. 
On  crossing  the  trench  our  men,  instead  of  coming  upon 
the  open  in  a  firm  body,  were  broken  into  twos  and 
threes.  This  arose  from  the  want  of  a  temporary  steji 
above  the  berm,  which  would  have  enabled  the  troops 
to  cross  the  parapet  with  regularity  ;  instead  of  which 
they  had  to  scramble  over  it  as  well  as  they  could  ;  and 
as  the  top  of  the  trench  is  of  unequal  height  and  form, 
their  line  was  quite  broken.  The  moment  they  came 
out  from  the  trench  the  enemy  began  to  direct  on  their 
whole  front  a  deliberate  and  well-aimed  mitraitte,  which 
increased  the  want  of  order  and  unsteadiness  caused  by 
the  mode  of  their  advance.  Poor  Colonel  Yea  saw  the 
consequences  too  clearly.  Having  in  vain  tried  to  ob- 
viate the  evil  caused  by  the  broken  formation  and  con- 
fusion of  his  men,  who  were  falling  fast  around  him,  he 
exclaimed  "  This  will  never  do  !  Where's  the  bugler 
to  call  them  back  ?  "  But,  alas!  at  that  critical  moment 
no  bugler  was  to  be  found.  The  gallant  old  soldier,  by 
voice  and  gesture,  tried  to  form  and  compose  his  men, 
but  the  thunder  of  the  enemy's  guns  close  at  hand  and 
the  gloom  of  early  dawn  frustrated  his  efforts  ;  and  as 
he  rushed  along  the  troubled  mass  of  troops  which  were 
herding  together  under  the  rush  of  grape,  and  endea- 


voured to  get  them  into  order  for  a  rush  at  the  batteries, 
which  was  better  than  stauding  still,  or  retreating  in  a 
panic,  a  charge  of  the  deadly  missile  passed,  and  the 
noble  soldier  fell  dead  in  advance  of  his  men,  struck  at 
once  in  head  and  stomach  by  grape  shot. 

The  Naval  Brigade  suffered  severely.  When  the 
men  retreated  overwhelmed  by  the  storm  from  the 
enemy's  battery,  several  officers  and  men  were  left 
behind  wounded,  and  endured  fearful  agonies  for 
hours,  without  a  cup  of  water  or  a  cheering  voice 
to  comfort  them.  Lieut.  Urmston  lay  for  five  hours 
under  the  abattis  of  the  Redan,  and  was  reported 
dead,  but  he  watched  his  opportunity  and  got  away 
with  only  a  contusion  of  the  knee.  Mr.  Kennedy,  senior 
mate  of  the  London,  and  of  the  Naval  Brigade,  was  also 
left  behind  close  to  the  abattis,  and  after  several  hours 
of  painful  concealment  he  rolled  himself  over  and  over 
like  a  ball  down  the  declivity,  and  managed  to  get  into 
the  trench.  Lieut.  Kidd  came  in  all  safe,  and  was 
receiving  the  congratulations  of  a  brother  officer,  when 
he  saw  a  wounded  soldier  lying  out  in  the  open.  He  at 
once  exclaimed — "We  must  go  and  save  him!"  and 
leaped  over  the  parapet  in  order  to  do  so.  He  had 
scarcely  gone  a  yard  when  he  was  shot  through  the 
breast  and  died  an  hour  after.  Only  three  officers  came 
out  of  action  untouched.  Lieut.  Dalyell,  of  the  Leander, 
was  struck  in  the  left  arm  by  a  grapeshot,  and  under- 
went amputation.  Lieut.  Cave  and  Mr.  Wood,  mid- 
shipmen, were  also  wounded.  Capt.  Peel,  who  com- 
manded the  detachment,  was  shot  through  the  arm. 
Lord  Raglan  visited  the  wounded  in  hospital,  and  made 
inquiries  about  them.  The  Naval  Brigade  in  action 
consisted  of  four  parties  of  sixty  men  each.  Fourteen 
men  were  killed  and  forty-seven  men  were  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  day  after  the  battle, 
the  English  demanded  an  armistice,  but  the  Russians 
delayed  granting  it  until  the  afternoon.  The  Times 
correspondent  says :  "It  was  agonising  to  see  the 
wounded  men  who  were  lying  there  under  a  broiling 
sun  parched  with  excruciating  thirst,  racked  with 
fever,  and  agonised  with  pain — to  behold  them  waving 
their  caps  faintly  or  making  signals  towards  our  lines, 
over  which  they  could  see  the  white  flag  waving,  and 
not  be  able  to  help  them.  They  lay  where  they  fell,  or 
had  scrambled  into  the  holes  formed  by  shells ;  and 
there  they  had  been  for  thirty  hours — oh  !  how  Ions? 
and  how  dreadful  in  their  weariness  !  An  officer  told 
me  that  one  soldier  who  was  close  to  the  abattis  when 
he  saw  a  few  men  come  out  of  an  embrasure  raised 
himself  on  his  elbow,  and  fearing  he  should  be  un- 
noticed and  passed  by,  raised  his  cap  on  a  stick  and 
waved  it  till  he  fell  back  exhausted.  Again  he  rose, 
and  managed  to  tear  off  his  shirt,  which  he  agitated  in 
the  air  till  his  strength  failed  him.  His  face  could  be 
seen  through  a  glass,  and  my  friend  said  he  never 
could  forget  the  expression  of  resignation  and  despair 
with  which  the  poor  fellow  at  last  abandoned  his 
useless  efforts,  and  folded  his  shirt  under  his  head 
to  await  the  mercy  of  heaven.  Colonel  Yea's  body  was 
found  near  the  abattis  on  the  right  of  the  Redan ;  his 
boots  and  epaulettes  were  gone,  but  otherwise  his 
clothing  was  untouched.  His  head  was  greatly 
swollen,  and  his  features,  and  a  fine  manly  face  it  had 
been,  were  nearly  undistinguishable.  Colonel  Shad- 
forth's  remains  were  discovered  in  a  similar  state. 
The  shattered  frame  of  Sir  John  Campbell  lay  close  up 
to  the  abattis.  His  sword  and  boots  were  taken,  but 
the  former  is  said  to  be  in  the  Light  Division  Camp. 
It  is  likely  he  was  carried  away  from  the  spot  where  he 
fell,  up  to  the  ditch  of  the  abattis,  for  the  facility  of 
searching  the  body,  as  he  could  not  have  got  so  far  in 
advance  as  the  place  where  he  lay.  Already  his 
remains  were  decomposing  fast,  and  his  face  was  much 
disfigured.  Captain  Hume,  his  attached  aide-de-camp, 
had  the  body  removed,  and  this  evening  it  was  interred 
on  Cathcart's-hill — his  favorite  resort,  where  everyone 
was  sure  of  a  kind  word  and  a  cheerful  saying  from  the 
gallant  brigadier.  It  was  but  the  very  evening  before 
iris  death  that  I  saw  him  standing  within  a  few  feet  of 
his  own  grave.  He  had  come  to  the  ground  in  order  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  Captain  Vaughan,  an  officer  in 
his  own  regiment  (the  3Sth),  who  died  of  wounds 
received   two    days    previously  in    the    trenches,   and 
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he  laughingly  invited  one  who  was  talking  to  him, 
to  come  and  lunch  with  him  next  day  at  the  clubhouse 
of  Sebastopol." 

There  arc  still  complaints  of  the  want  of  the  most 
necessary  comforts,  and  appliances  for  the  wounded. 
A  military  surgeon  writes  to  the  Times: — "  At  3  a.m. 
on  the  18th  the  assault  commenced.  We  were  all 
waiting  for  the  wounded,  who  arrived  as  soon  as  they 
could  travel  the  distance  between  the  advanced  works 
and  the  hospital.  At  5  a.m.  a  ward  was  given  over  to 
me.  It  contained  no  patients,  I  was  requested  to  see 
what  was  wanted  for  it.  I  found  in  it  fourteen  wretched 
shaky  bedsteads,  as  many  mattresses  stuffed  with  chopped 
straw,  the  mattresses  not  sewn  up  at  the  sides,  and 
sheets  and  blankets  to  correspond.  This  was  all — not 
a  single  chamber  utensil,  not  a  cup,  knife,  fork  or  spoon 
— no  large  vessel  for  holding  water — nothing  but  what 
I  have  named.  I  immediately  applied  for  the  various 
things  deficient.  Drinking-cups  there  were  none  ;  one 
chamber  utensil  I  could  have  for  the  whole  ward,  and 
two  bed-pans  ;  nothing  to  hold  water  or  tea — no  plates. 
The  wounded  began  to  arrive  ;  that  ward  was  soon 
filled ;  others  were  given  over  to  me  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament. One  orderly  was  given  to  attend  on  fourteen 
wounded  men,  not  one  of  whom  was  able  to  move. 
Each  ward  was  this  same.  The  constant  cry  of  the 
wounded  was  for  water.  We  had  nothing  to  give  it 
them  in.  Old  tin  cases  that  had  contained  preserved 
meats  were  eagerly  sought  for,  but  out  of  these  they 
could  not  drink,  except  by  a  most  painful  effort,  as,  of 
course,  they  had  to  be  raised  up  in  bed.  I  proceeded 
to  dress  the  wounds  ;  the  orderly  given  me  had  never 
done  that  duty  before,  and  when  I  asked  him  to  give 
me  lint  strapping  and  gutta-percha,  he  did  not  know 
what  those  articles  were.  Every  moment  he  was 
called  away  to  give  a  drink  to  some  wounded  man. 
Well,  during  the  whole  of  that  day  the  wounded  had 
nothing  to  eat,  and  not  enough  to  drink.  During  the 
night  of  the  18th  the  wounded  came  crowding  in ;  some 
of  them  were  admitted  by  the  orderlies,  without  having 
seen  a  medical  officer,  and,  consequently  not  having 
been  seen,  their  wounds  were  not  dressed  till  morning. 
Yesterday  the  only  food  given  to  these  poor  creatures 
until  9  o'clock  at  night  was  hard  biscuit  and  tea ! 
There  was  no  bread  for  them — no  arrow-root,  no  beef- 
tea — nothing  except  tea  without  milk  !  I  did  not  find 
this  out  until  the  bread  had  arrived,  or  certainly  as  long 
as  any  bread  was  to  be  bought  my  own  men  should 
have  had  some.  We  were  occupied  incessantly  all  yes- 
terday and  the  day  before  in  dressing  and  operating.  As 
soon  as  one  man  was  removed  from  the  operating  table 
another  was  put  on."  The  same  writer  adds,  on  the,22nd : 
"  Since  the  above  was  written  many  of  the  things  defi- 
cient have  been  supplied,  but  many  are  still  wanting." 

Lord  Raglan  and  Dr.  Hall,  however,  report  favour- 
ably of  the  prompt  treatment  of  the  wounded  after  the 
action  of  the  18th,  in  the  fixed  hospital  establishments. 
With  regard  to  the  health  of  the  troops  Dr.  Hall, 
writing  on  the  26th  June,  says — "  Cholera  and  bowel 
complaints  still  prevail,  and  have  been  on  the  increase 
within  the  last  two  or  three  days  ;  but  neither  the  ad- 
missions nor  the  deaths  have  been  so  marked  as  to 
attract  special  attention,  though  numerous  enough  to 
create  uneasiness.  Taking  the  whole  force,  the  admis- 
sions to  strength  during  the  week  have  been  in  the  ratio 
of  10'52  per  cent,  which  is  very  high  ;  but  the  deaths  to 
strength  are  in  the  ratio  of  0"68  per  cent,  which  is  more 
moderate ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  1659  of 
the  admissions  during  the  week  were  from  wounds  alone. 
The  Sardinian  contingent  has  suffered  much  more  than 
the  British  troops  have  done  since  the  epidemic  first 
made  its  appearance  at  the  end  [of  April.  Great  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  different  camps ;  and 
on  the  first  appearance  of  cholera  the  attention  of  medi- 
cal officers  was  drawn  by  me  in  a  circular  memorandum 
dated  30th  April,  to  the  great  importance  of  detecting 
and  arresting  the  premonitory  diarrhoea  which  generally 
precedes  the  more  formidable  stage  of  the  disease." 

The  service  has  sustained  great  losses  in  the  deaths  of 
two  distinguished  officers  ;  General  Bucknall  Estcourt, 
who  had  filled,  during  the  campaign,  the  arduous  post 
of  Adjutant-General,  and  who  was  suddenly  cut  off  by 
an    attack    of    cholera ;    and    Captain    Lyons    of   the 


Miranda,  the  second  son  of  Admiral  Sir  Edmund 
Lyons.  In  his  anxiety  to  reconnoitre  Kaffa,  he  ap- 
proached too  near  that  port,  and,  while  standing  on  the 
paddle-box  of  his  ship,  he  received  a  rifle  ball  in  the  leg. 
Having  unhappily  neglected  the  wound,  mortification 
ensued  and  caused  his  death. 

A  still  heavier  loss  has  been  sustained  in  the  death  of 
the  English  Commander-in-chief.  He  had  suffered  for 
some  time  from  diarrhoea,  but  his  illness  did  not  seem 
grave,  and  he  was  progressing  favourably  till  the  28th 
of  June,  when  alarming  symptoms  appeared,  attended 
with  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  gradually  increased. 
From  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  he  was  uncon- 
scious, and  from  that  period  he  gradually  sank  until 
nine  at  night,  at  which  hour  he  died.  "  His  death," 
said  the  despatch  announcing  it,  "  has  plunged  the 
whole  army  in  the  most  profound  grief." 

The  remains  of  Lord  Raglan  were  conveyed  to 
Kamiesch  on  the  3rd  inst.  with  military  honours,  and 
placed  on  board  the  Caradoc,  which  immediately  sailed 
for  England.  General  Simpson,  in  a  despatch,  describes 
the  funeral  procession  as  being  very  imposing.  He  says 
in  conclusion  : — "  Thus  terminated  the  last  honours 
that  could  be  paid  by  his  troops  to  their  beloved  com- 
mander. His  loss  to  us  here  is  inexpressible  ;  and  will, 
I  am  sure,  be  equally  felt  by  his  country  at  home.  The 
sympathy  of  our  Allies  is  universal  and  sincere.  His 
name  and  memory  are  all  that  remain  to  animate  us  in 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  which  we  may  be  called." 
General  Pelissier,  in  an  ord2r  of  the  day,  paid  a  warm 
and  generous  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  departed 
brother  in  arms. 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  General 
Simpson,  dated  the  10th  inst. 

"  My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  returns 
of  casualties  to  the  8th  inst.  Your  lordship  will  regret 
to  see  that  the  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  are  heavy  ; 
but  the  nearer  we  approach  the  defences  of  the  place 
the  greater  number  of  casualties  must  be  expected. 
Brevet-Major  Harrison,  63rd  Regiment,  was  killed  on 
the  evening  of  the  7th  inst.,  whilst  proceeding  to  the 
trenches ;  he  was  a  most  excellent  officer,  and  is  a 
serious  loss  to  her  Majesty's  service.  It  will  give  your 
lordship  sincere  pleasure  to  mark  the  improvement  in 
the  general  health  of  the  troops.  At  5  o'clock  this 
morning  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  the  Redan  by 
the  Allied  batteries." 

From  the  lists  referred  to  it  appears  that,  between 
the  6th  and  the  8th  inst.  inclusive,  the  casualties  were: 
1  officer,  10  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  officer,  1  sergeant, 
49  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

A  despatch  from  General  Simpson,  dated  the  1-lth 
inst.,  gives  a  list  of  casualties  from  the  9th  to  the  12th. 
They  consist  of  1  officer,  1  sergeant,  13  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  3  officers,  3  sergeants,  102  rank  and  file  wounded. 
Captain  Maunsell  of  the  39th  Regiment  was  killed  in 
the  trenches  on  the  10th. 

The  Moniteur  contains  the  following  despatch  from 
General  Pelissier,  dated  the  23rd  inst.  : — "The  enemy 
appears  to  have  taken  alarm  last  night,  and  opened  a 
very  brisk  fire  on  the  right  and  left  of  our  lines  of  attack. 
Our  batteries  replied  as  briskly,  and  with  success.  I 
have  good  news  from  Yenikale.  Everything  there  is 
going  on  well,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Osmont,  who  has  taken  measures  to  prevent  any  disorder 
at  Kertch." 

General  Simpson,  in  a  telegraphic  despatch  dated  the 
25th  inst.,  says  : — "  Cholera  has  not  increased  since  my 
last  report,  and  the  army  continues  in  satisfactory  health." 
The  mail  from  Constantinople  of  the  16th  brings 
word  that  the  Russian  general  appeared  to  have  sud- 
denly abandoned  the  siege  of  Kars,  although  he; was  in 
the  vicinity  with  a  force  of  30,000  men.  Letters  from 
Trebizonde  state  that  Kars,  if  properly  provisioned, 
might  with  its  present  garrison  hold  out  till  the  winter. 
A  serious  disturbance  has  taken  place  among  the 
Bashi-bazouks  in  the  pa)'  of  the  English,  and  commanded 
by  General  Beatson.  A  corps  of  them,  stationed  at  the 
town  of  the  Dardanelles,  broke  into  houses,  violated 
women,  assassinated  people  in  the  streets,  and  committed 
such  horrible  excesses  of  all  kinds,  that  the  inhabitants 
left  the  place  and  abandoned  it  to  pillage.  General 
Beatson  having  at  length  determined  to  punish  these 
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bandits,  and  having  arrested  some  of  them,  their  comrades 
demanded  their  release.  Upon  the  general's  refusal  to 
comply  with  their  requisition,  they  left  the  town  in  a 
body,  dispersed  themselves  in  the  open  country,  and 
threatened  to  return  to  burn  the  town  and  kill  every- 
body they  might  find  in  it.  Some  squadrons  sent  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebels  failed  to  meet  with  them.  The 
general  has  declared  the  town  in  a  state  of  siege.  The 
houses  and  shops  are  shut  up.  A  Turkish  division  and 
two  field-pieces  have  been  asked  for  by  the  governor,  in 
order  to  defend  the  Dardanelles  against  a  possible  attack 
by  the  Bashi-bazouks.  The  frigates  Eumenide  and 
Tisiphone  have  approached  the  place,  to  afford  aid  in 
case  of  need.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  on  the  7th, 
the  date  of  the  latest  news. 

The  Moniteur  of  July  25  contains  the  following: — 
"  After  a  brisk  artillery  fire  the  Russians  made  a  sortie, 
about  midnight,  on  the  left  of  the  Little  Redan.  As  we 
are  now  quite  close  to  them  it  took  the  enemy  only  an 
instant  to  reach  our  gabionnades.  They  were  vigorously 
received  by  the  Chasseurs-A-pied  of  the  Imperial  Guard, 
and  by  some  companies  of  the  10th  Regiment  of  infantry 
of  the  line.  The  Russians  beat  a  hasty  retreat, 
abandoning  some  wounded,  and  eight  killed,  between 
our  ambuscades  and  the  fosse  of  the  place.  A  very  dark 
night  enabled  them  to  carry  off  the  others." 


The  accounts  from  the  Baltic  Fleet  in  the  Gulf  of 
Finland  mention  several  detached  operations  at  different 
times.  On  the  23rd  and  24th  June  the  boats  of  the 
Harrier,  under  Captain  Storey,  destroyed  forty-seven 
ships,  varying  from  700  to  200  tons  each,  in  an  anchorage 
near  Nystad.  The  men  were  twenty -two  hours  on  their 
oars.  Captain  Storey  estimates  that  he  destroyed 
20,000  tons  of  shipping.  On  the  4th  July  Captain  Yel- 
verton,  with  the  Arrogant,  Magicienne,  and  Ruby, 
proceeded  to  Svartholm,  and  anchored  close  to  the  fort 
which  the  enemy  had  abandoned— withdrawing  the 
guns  and  ammunition.  Svartholm  was  in  good  con- 
dition, and  a  work  of  great  strength,  entirely  command- 
ing the  approaches  to  Lovisa  ;  it  has  had  important 
additions  of  late  years,  can  mount  122  guns,  and  had 
accommodation  in  casemated  barracks  for  about  1000 
men,  with  governor's  house  and  garden,  and  excellent 
officers'  quarters.  It  was  blown  up.  On  the  5th, 
Captain  Yelverton  went  up  to  Lovisa  in  the  Ruby  gun- 
boat, with  the  boats  of  the  other  ships.     A  strong  de- 


tachment of  Cossacks  showed  themselves,  but  were  dis- 
persed by  our  fire.  "  On  landing  at  Lovisa,"  says  Cap- 
tain Yelverton,  "  I  sent  for  the  authorities,  and  explained 
the  object  of  my  visit ;  some  demur  was  caused  by  our 
not  having  a  flag  of  truce.  I  told  them  they  had  no 
right  to  such  a  guarantee,  as  the  respect  due  to  it  had 
been  so  grossly  violated  at  Hango.  I  then  proceeded  to 
the  barracks  and  government  stores  within  the  town, 
which  I  destroyed,  but  did  not  set  fire  to  them,  as  by 
so  doing  the  whole  town  must  have  been  burnt.  This 
precaution  was  not  destined  to  save  Lovisa;  for  during 
the  night  an  accidental  fire  occurred  in  a  portion  of  the 
town  where  we  had  not  been,  and  before  morning  the 
whole  place  was  reduced  to  ashes." — On  the  6th  July, 
Admiral  Dundas  caused  a  32-pounder  to  be  slung  in  a 
captured  wood-boat,  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees.  The 
shot  fell  into  the  sea  at  the  distance  of  three  miles. 
Moving  the  boat  nearer  to  Cronstadt,  he  caused  the  gun 
to  be  fired  again,  and  threw  two  shots  into  the  island. 
A  mortar-battery  fired  ineffectual  shots  in  reply.  On 
the  7th,  the  Merlin,  with  the  French  and  English 
admirals  on  board,  went  within  2800  yards  of  the 
Risbank  batteries,  the  shot  from  which  fell  short. 


In  the  Black  Sea  no  operations  of  any  magnitude 
have  recently- taken  place. 


A  disastrous  affair  has  taken  place  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa.  A  dispute  having  arisen  with  the  king  of 
Foulah  arising  out  of  the  seizure  by  English  ships  of 
canoes  carrying  slaves,  an  expedition  was  sent  from 
Sierra  Leone  in  May  last  to  enforce  compliance  with 
some  demands  made  by  the  governor  of  that  settlement. 
It  consisted  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Teazer,  with  150  men 
under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Dillet  the  governor's  secretary. 
On  arriving  at  Malaghea,  after  some  ineffectual  attempt 
to  open  a  communication  by  a  flag  of  truce,  the  ship 
fired  upon  the  town,  a  considerable  part  of  which  was 
destroyed.  Next  day  a  detachment  of  troops  was  sent 
on  shore.  Their  advanced  guard,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Vincent,  entered  the  town,  when  a  mur- 
derous fire  was  opened  upon  them.  The  troops  were 
driven  back,  and  with  difficulty  effected  their  return  to 
the  ship,  with  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Wylie  and  several 
men  killed,  and  a  number  of  officers  and  men  wounded. 
A  number  more  are  supposed  to  have  been  drowned  or 
to  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
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The  last  month's  list  of  new  books  appears  even  more 
brief  than  the  war  has  accustomed  us  to.  Two  volumes 
of  Lives  of  the  Queens  of  England  of  the  House  of 
Hanover,  by  Doctor  Doran  ;  two  volumes  of  a  history, 
by  Arthur  Helps,  of  the  Spanish  Conquest  in  America, 
written  for  the  special  purpose  of  describing  the  relation  of 
that  conquest  to  the  history  of  slavery,  and  to  the  govern- 
ment of  colonies ;  two  volumes  of  a  curious  and  striking 
Personal  Narrative  of  a  Pilgrimage  to  Medinah  and 
Mecca,  by  Lieut.  Burton,  of  the  East  India  Company's 
service,  the  third  Englishman  who  has  succeeded  during 
two  centuries  in  penetrating  as  far  as  the  shrine  of  the 
Prophet ;  the  first  volume  of  an  elaborate  treatise,  by 
Mr.  H.  D.  Macleod,  of  The  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Banking;  a  new  volume  of  Chaucer  in  Mr.  Bell's 
annotated  edition  of  the  poets;  a  volume,  by  the  Rev. 
Thos.  Milner,  on  the  ancient  and  modern  history  of 
The  Crimea ;  two  important  volumes  of  biblical 
criticism  by  a  distinguished  Hebrew  scholar,  M.  Kalisch, 
commencing  an  Historical  and  Critical  Commentary  on 
the  Old  Testament,  accompanied  by  a  new  translation, 
and  containing  the  book  of  Exodus  ;  an  ingenious  little 
book  of  home  travels,  by  Mr.  Walter  White,  called  A 
Londoner's  Walk  to  the  Land's  End  and  a  Trip  to  the 
Scilly  Isles  ;  a  translation  from  the  German  of  Bismark, 
by  Lieut.  Col.  Ludlow  Beamish,  of  a  treatise  on  the 
Uses  and  Application  of  Cavalry  in  War,  with 
examples  from  ancient  and  modern  history  ;  a  book  of 
travels  by  Captain  Chamier,  in  three  volumes,  which  he 
calls    An     Unsentimental    Journey    through    France, 


Switzerland,  and  Italy  ;  two  volumes  about  Kensington, 
partly  reproduced  from  '  Household  Words  '  and  en- 
titled the  Old  Court  Suburb,  by  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt;  a  small 
volume  of  Doctor  Mann  on  the  Philosophy  of  Re- 
production ;  two  volumes  on  the  Dead  Sea,  by  Captain 
Allen  of  the  navy,  indicating  a  new  route  to  India;  a 
small  collection  of  original  Letters  of  John  Howard, 
printed  by  Mr.  Field  from  the  originals  in  the  family 
of  Mr.  AVhitbread,  the  friend  to  whom  they  were 
addressed  ;  a  fifth  edition,  with  considerable  ad- 
ditions, of  Sir  George  Ballingall's  Outlines  of  Military 
Surgery  ;  a  volume  descriptive  of  a  tour  in  the  North 
of  Italy,  by  Mr.  Street,  copiously  illustrated,  and 
having  special  reference  to  architectural  remains,  called 
Brick  and  Marble  in  the  Middle  Ages ;  and  a  new  poem, 
by  the  poet  laureate,  entitled  Maud ; — these  form  all 
the  books  published  during  the  past  month  which  it 
falls  within  our  purpose  to  describe.  There  has  been, 
besides,  the  usual  amount  of  serial  publications,  and 
some  novels.  Of  the  latter  we  may  mention  Display 
by  Mrs.  Maberly,  Philip  Courtenay  by  Lord  William 
Lennox,  the  Curse  of  the  Village  and  the  Happiness  of 
Being  Rich  translated  from  Hendrik  Conscience ;  and  of 
the  former,  a  new  Quarterly,  called  the  National  Review. 
Two  books  among  the  importations  from  America  may 
also  justify  mention, — the  first  an  elaborate  History  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  written  in  a  spirit  of  violent  dislike 
to  England;  and  the  second,  a  rather  curious  account 
of  Female  Life  among  the  Mormons,  being  a  narrative  of 
the  many  years  experience  of  a  wife  of  a  Mormon  Elder. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  21st  Inst.,  £16,644,152. 

LATEST  LONDON  PRICES. 


Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  16 


Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5 
Mexican  dollars,        , ,       4 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 
ending- 
June  23 

—  30 
July    7 

—  14 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

11 

11? 

s.     d. 

76       7 

75  11 

76  1 
75    11 

t.     d. 

34      3 
34       3 
34      5 
34       7 

>,      d. 

29       3 
28      8 
2S      0 
28       8 

«.     d. 

45       9 
45       6 
44      6 

44       S 

8.      d. 
47      1 
46      6 
46      4 
45     11 

s.      d. 

43       1 
43       S 
40      9 
42      4 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


I. 


Paris 0-3S  prem. 

Hamburgh 0  par. 


New  York 0-67  disct. 


Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  4  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols    . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1S60 
Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent.     . . 

Exchequer  Bills,  March 

India  Bonds 


Hlchcst. 

Lowest. 

9H 

90§ 

92i 

91} 

921 

91J 

4 

4 

215 

2104 

27 

14 

37 

30 

Latest. 


91  91 

911 

924 

4  1 
214 

19 

31 


65  to  72 
32  —  33 

op 29 

76  —  S4 


100 
11-6-3 
100 
100 
20 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westu. 
London  &  S.  Westu. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 


1024 

100 

71 

n 

634 

624 

5S± 

574 

12^ 

m 

1044 

99 

934 

914 

674 

054 

814 

8U 

loi; 

994 

so 

84i 

73i 

70} 

613 

<m 

102 

n 

63i 
5S 

us 

103 

904 

664 

814 

984 

864 

70 

60} 


Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


271,730 
30.S63 
259,669 
962,682 
496,153 
13S,S94 
438,930 
558,236 
449, S39 
1,220,785 
309,446 
578,223 
345,242 


FOREIGN  LIST. 

Funds. 

Belgian  44  per  cent.,  934-4 
Brazilian  5  per  cent..  10l£ 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  104 
Danish  5  per  cent. ,  100-3 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  04-6 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  964 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  21} 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  56 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  44-6 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  101 
Spanish  3  per  cent,,  37 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  S63 


-latest  prices. 

Railways. 
East  Belgian  .Timet.,  21  dis. 
Great  W.  of  Canada  22| 
Great  Luxembourg,  3| 
Northern  of  France,  36 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.,  S-9 
Paris  and  Orleans,  48 
Paris  and  Lyons,  48 
Paris  and  Ilouen,  47-49 
Rouen  and  Havre,  27 
West  Flanders,  4 
West  of  France,  10J 


Mines. 


Linares 7j 

Nouveau  Jlondo {-J 


Quartz  Rock     4-i 

St.  John  Del  Roy    ....  29 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australian     14 

Colonial  Gold    i 

Great  Nugget   |-is 

PortPhihp    H 

South  Australian ....  |-J 


Railways. 
Bombay  and  Baroda  20 

East  Indian    251 

Do.,  Extension  23g 
Indian  Peninsula. .  5| 
Madras 20} 


Banks. 

Australasian 87 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  17g 
Lond.  Chart,  of  Aust.  20 

South  Australian 384 

Union  of  Australia  . .   734 


Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .  '4 
Australian   Royal   Mail  74 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  17g 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.    04 


Australian  Agricultural.. 29 
Van  Diemeu's  Land. . .  184 
South  Australian  Land  3S-39 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 

North  Brit.  Australian  3-1 

Peel  River  Land 2J 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest,  lf-2 


47  —  19 


Malt,  Pale,      per  qr, 
Malting  Bariey  ,, 
Oats,  best,  ,, 

Wheat,  White,    „     . 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  65  —  70 
Country  household  53  —  60 
American,  per  barl.  38  —  45 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr, 
Cattle — 
Beasts,    per  st. 
Calves  ..    „ 
Sheep    . .     „ 

Pigs 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South  Downs . . 
Kentish  fleeces 
German  Prima 

Australian 

Cape 

Spanish   

Metals. 
Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  126!. 
Iran,  Pigs,  it.  15s.  to  5?.  0a. 
Rails,  7?.  5s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  221.  Steel,  Swedish  Keg, 
1SI.  to  1SI.  5s.  Tin,  English 
block,  117?. ;  Banca,  119!. ; 
Spelter,  231.  ;  Quicksilver,  per 
lb.  Is.  lOd. 


0  to  5  10 
0—7  0 
4  —  1  13 


s. 

d. 

c. 

d. 

4 

2  to  5 

2 

4 

4- 

-5 

4 

4 

4- 

-5 

4 

3 

4- 

-4 

4 

l  04- 

-1 

2 

1 

0A 

-1 

H 

0 

6 

-3 

6 

1 

9 

2 

2 

0 

0 

-1 

10 

1 

1 

—  2 

9 

Provisions. 
per  cwt. — Irish 


02s. 
48s.  to 


Bacon 

to  75s.  ;  American, 

54s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  C)d.  to  4s.  10<f. ;  Irish  India, 

per  tr. ,  160s. ;  Hambro',  1 70s. ; 

American,  140s.  to  160s. 
Butter — Dorset,  per  cwt. ,  96s. 

to   106s. :    Irish.    S3s.  9Ss.  ; 

Dutch,  84*.  to  102s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

60s.  to  76s. ;  Wiltshire,  54s.  to 

74s.  ;  Dutch,  56». 
Hams  —  York,    70s.    to    75s.; 

Irish,   70s.   to  7Ss.  ;    West- 
phalia, 66s.  to  6Ss. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 

81b.,  4s.  0c?.  to  5s.  2d. 
Potatoes, perton,  Scotch  reds, 

S5s.  to  105s. ;  Bedf.  Regts. 

100s.  to  130s. 
Pork,    per    8  lb.,  3s.  id.  to 

4s.  Id. 
Veal,  4s.  Id.  to  5s.  2d. 
Lamb,  4s.  Sd.  to  6s.  Od. 


Hay per  load  4 

Clover..        ,,         6 
Straw..        ,,         1 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  10?.  10s. 
to  12?.  0s.;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 
7!. ;  Bones,  ditto,  il.  10s. 
Hops.— Keuts,    210s.  to  320s. 
Sussex,   lS9s.  to  330s.     For. 
120s.  to  140s. 
Poultry— Capons,     3s. — in.  ; 
Fowls,  4s.  0d.—  7s.  ;  Chicks, 
4s.  07,.— 6s.  0d.;  Ducks,  4s.— 
0s.;  Geese,  3s.  6d.— 6s.;  Tur- 
keys, 3*.  6d. — 6s.  ;  Pigeons, 
4<?.— 9ci 
Hides,   <fcc.  —  Market,   96  1b., 
ii,d.— aid.  ;  do.,  do..  50  lb., 
3±cl. — id. ;    do.,  Calf -skins. 
10  lb.,  0s.    6<7.  ;    do.,  Horse- 
hides,   6s.  Od.  ;  Rough  Tal- 
low, 23s. 

Oils. 
Gallipoli,  per  ton,  55!. ;  Sperm, 
134!.  to  136?.;  Pale  Seal, 
53?.  ;  Rape,  54?.  to  56(.  ; 
Cocoa-nut.  43?.  to  44?.;  Palm, 
43?.  to  44?.;  Linseed,  3S(.  0s. 
Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
48?.  0s.  to  53?.  0s. ;  Sheep, 
50?.  0s.  to  54?.  0s.  ;  Y.  C, 
52(.  0s. 

Grocery. 
Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  41s. 
to  45s. ;  Bahia,  33s.  Od.  to  34s. 
6d. 
Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 4S.S.  Od.  to49s.  0d.;  Do., 
Plantation.  75s.  to  82s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 82s.  to  90s.  ;   Jamaica, 
65s.  to  87s.  ;    Java,  51s.  to 
55s. ;  Costa  Rica,  57s.  to  72s. 
Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  26s.  to  36s.  0d.;  Bengal, 
13s.  6d.  to  15s.  6d 
Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
34s.   to  39s.  6c?.  ;  Mauritius, 
37s.  Of?,  to  39s.  0d.;  Bengal, 
37s.  Od.  to  42s.  0c?.  :  Madras, 
35s.  to  42s.  Od. ;  Havannah, 
35s.  to  39s.  Od. 
Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
47s.  Of?.  to51s.  0(?. ;  Bastards, 
30s.  to  36s.;  Crushed,  31s. 
Tea,  per   lb.  (duty  Is.  0d.)— 
Congou,    S4<?.    to   Is.    Id.  ; 
Souchong,  10(2.  to   2s.  0d.; 
Hyson,   Is.    6c?.   to  4s.  Od. ; 
Assam,  Is.  Oct  to  4s.  7rf. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1855. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  May  31    

27.684 

10,716 

9,103 
1,596 

47,330 
4,910 

926 
242 

84,943 
17,464 

Total  to  J  uue  30 

3S,:;oo 

10,699 

52,240 

1,168 

102,407 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Frkicht  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  ami 

Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney . . . 
Adelaide  . . 
HobartTn. 


Cabin. 


£35  to  £00 
40  —  65 
36  —  64 
36  —  65 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£20  to  £30 
22  —  35 
22  —  30 
22  32 


Steerage. 


£15  to  £22 
IS  —  25 
15  —  20 
15   —  20 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£2  10to£3  10 
2  5  — 2  10 
2  5  — 2  10 
2     5  —  2  10 
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NARRATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  op  Lords,  on  Tuesday,  July  31,  Lord 
Brougham  drew  attention  to  the  Withdrawal  of  the 
Grant  of  1000/.  a-year  to  the  Royal  Society.  He  con- 
tended there  never  had  been  in  the  history  of  this 
country  anything  like  the  amount  of  good  produced  by 
the  expenditure  of  so  small  a  sum  as  in  this  instance,  for 
the  judicious  application  of  this  moderate  grant  to  the 
Royal  Society  had  resulted  in  the  greatest  benefits  to 
science  and  art.— Earl  Granville  said  that  the  state 
of  the  case  of  the  Royal  Society  was  this.  In  1850  the 
society  applied  for  a  grant,  which  was  given,  but  out  of 
a  fund  particularly  applicable  to  charitable  purposes. 
This  year  the  president  wrote  for  a  renewal  of  the 
grant,  but  the  reply  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  was 
to  the  effect  that,  having  received  the  application  of  the 
society,  their  lordships  were  not  aware  that  there  had 
heen  any  understanding  that  they  should  have  an 
annual  grant  from  the  public  funds ;  but  he  might  say 
that  the  application  would  meet  with  serious  and  most 
favourable  consideration  from  government. 

On  Friday,  August  3,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Turkish  Loan  Bill, 
answered  at  some  length  the  objections  which  had  been 
brought  against  the  plan  adopted  by  the  French  and 
English  governments.  The  noble  earl  stated  that  the 
Turkish  government  had  acted  in  the  most  open  and 
straightforward  manner,  and  expressed  the  greatest 
confidence  in  its  being  able  to  meet  all  its  engagements. 
"With  respect  to  the  doubts  which  had  been  cast  upon 
the  honour  and  good  faith  of  the  French  government, 
he  felt  almost  ashamed  even  to  allude  to  them.  Such 
arrangements  had  been  made  that  it  was  impossible  that 
so  unlikely  a  contingency  could  arise. — The  Earl  of 
Ellenbo rough  entered  into  an  elaborate  reviewof  the 
whole  policy  of  the  war,  especially  with  respect  to  the 
position  of  the  German  powers  and  the  Principalities, 
and,  in  conclusion,  severely  criticised  the  operations  in 
the  East. — Lord  Panmure  defended  the  course  pur- 
sued by  government  from  the  criticisms  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  and  after  some  observations  from  the  Earl  of 
Hardwick,  which  were  answered  by  Earl  Granville,  the 
hill  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  Monday,  August  6,  the  Sale  of  Beer  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  the  standing  orders  having  been 
suspended. 

In  committee  on  the  Turkish  Loan  Bill,  Lord  St. 
Leonards  said,  that  before  making  a  loan  of  this  kind 
to  the  Turkish  government  it  would  be  necessary  to 
satisfy  themselves  that  the  war  was  a  just  and  necessary 
one  on  the  part  of  this  country,  and  that  the  government 
had  not  the  opportunity  to  make  a  safe  and  honourable 
peace  without  continuing  the  war.  After  entering  into 
the  question  of  the  recent  negotiations,  he  said  he  did 
not  understand  how  any  person  who  had  advocated  the 
war  at  its  commencement  should  be  found  to  argue  in 
favour  of  its  conclusion  at  the  present  juncture.  He 
had  certain  objections  to  the  form  in  which  this  assist- 
ance had  been  rendered  to  Turkey,  and  without  having 
the  least  doubt  of  the  good  faith  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, he  should  have  preferred  a  direct  subsidy 
administered  under  the  control  of  her  Majesty's  govern-  | 
nient,  equipping  and  maintaining  the  Turkish  army  in  \ 
a  state  of  efficiency. — The  Earl  of  Clarendon  com- 
plimented Lord  St.  Leonards  on  the  good  spirit  in  which 
his  remarks  had  been  made.     He   had  expressed  his  , 


opinion  that  a  subsidy  to  Turkey  would  have  been  the 
better  course  to  have  adopted,  and  he  (Lord  Clarendon) 
was  far  from  thinking  that  a  subsidy  might  not  have 
been  an  effective  mode  of  proceeding.  He  was  also  far 
from  saying  that  if  the  war  lasted  long,  government 
might  not  be  compelled  to  resort  to  that  system  which 
had  become  so  repugnant  to  th  people  of  this  country. 
But  it  was  neither  the  bill  nor  the  convention,  but  the 
bonds  which  would  be  issued,  which  would  give  to  the 
creditor  the  real  security  and  the  power  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  the  guarantee.  Those  bonds  would  recite 
the  English  and  French  laws  which  gave  eii'tct  to  tho 
guarantee,  and  wi.u'd  st:  ictl /  define  the  responsibility 
of  the  two  govermmnts. — After  a  few  remarks  from  the 
Lord  Chancellor  as  to  the  legal  effect  to  be  given  to 
the  French  words  "  conjointement "  and  "  solidaire- 
ment,"  the  bill  passed  through  committee. 

On   Tuesday,  August  7,   Lord   Stanley  of  Alder- 
ley   moved    that    the   Limited   Liability    Bill    having 
been   introduced    and    passed   by   the   House   of  Com- 
mons,   in    conformity    with    a    unanimous    resolution 
of  that  house,  although  its  progress  had  been  delayed 
by  the   lengthened  discussions  on  the  conduct   of  the 
war,    which    prevented     its    being    sent    up     to    this 
house  at  an  earlier  period,  yet  as  great  inconvenience 
was   being   experienced   from   the  suspension  of  many 
undertakings  of  great  importance,  in  the  anticipation  of 
parliament  legislating  on  the  subject,  the  circumstances 
rendered  legislation  on  the  subject  of  such  urgeucy  as 
to  make  its  immediate  consideration  necessary.  He  then 
directed   attention    to  the  various  steps  that  had  been 
taken  with  reference  to  this  measure  in  the  other  house 
of  parliament,  and  to  the  fact  that  it  had  gone  through 
that  house   without  any  opposition,  except  of  a  very 
slight  and  insignificant  nature. — Lord  Redesdale  con- 
sidered that  no  case  of  urgency  had  been  made  out  by 
Lord  Stanley  which  would  justify  the  house  in  agreeing 
to  the  second  reading  of  this  bill  at  the  present  time. 
He  never  knew  an  instance  where  a  bill  was  proceeded 
with  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  when  a  difference 
of  opinion   amongst   leading  members  of  the  house  in- 
duced them  to  ask  for  a  postponement  of  it. — Lord  Lyt- 
telton  would  vote  against  the  resolution,  although  he 
strongly  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  measure ;  but 
he  had  been  told  that  tile  details  were  much  wanting  in 
those  guards  and  securities  that  were  necessary. — Earl 
Granville  did  not   think   that   any  objection  would 
have  been  made  to  the  course  which   the   government 
proposed  to  take  that  night.     When  his  noble   friend 
proposed   the   order   of  the   house  last   year,  the  then 
prime   minister    pointed    out   the    inconvenience    that 
would   arise   from   adopting   arbitrarily  a  rule   of  this 
kind.     After  commenting  on  the  absence  of  the  power- 
ful members  of  the  opposition,  who  he  said  had  had 
ample  time  to  come  to  town  if  they  intended  to  oppose 
the    measure,    Lord    Granville   observed   that   if  their 
lordships  wished  for  a  discussion  of  the  bill,  there  could 
be   an  adjourned  debate  on  the  second  reading,  and  a 
full  consideration   of  its  provisions  in  committee.     He 
could  only  say  that  if  they  desired  to  have  a  delay  of  a 
few  days,  to  enable  them  to  have  that  discussion,  there 
would  he  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  government. — 
Earl  Grey  was  greatly  astonished  when  he  heard  that 
government   had   given   notice    of    their    intention   ot 
propose  the  motion  which  had  been  moved  that  evening. 
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The  adoption  of  the  resolution  had  led  to  an  improve- 
ment in  the  mode  of  transacting  business.  He  was 
unable  to  express  his  opinion  decidedly  on  the  effect 
which  the  proposed  alteration  would  have,  but  he  was 
inclined  to  favour  the  principle  of  the  measure.  It 
was  clear  that  the  bill  had  received  a  very  imperfect 
and  a  most  hasty  consideration  in  the  other  house  of 
parliament.  The  bill  would  greatly  effect  the  com- 
mercial honour  of  the  country.  The  government  might 
think  to  redeem  the  character  of  the  session  and  prove 
that  it  had  not  been  altogether  an  abortive  one,  but  by 
the  course  they  were  pursuing  they  would  lose  more  than 
they  would  gain. — The  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  said 
that  if  the  house  adopted  the  course  recommended  by 
Lord  Grey  they  would  do  more  to  weaken  the  influence 
of  that  house  in  the  country  than  anything  they  had 
done  these  many  years.  If  ever  there  was  a  bill  that 
called  for  immediate  and  urgent  consideration,  it  was 
this ;  and  he  implored  their  lordships  to  sit  to  Septem- 
ber, if  it  were  necessary,  but  not  to  throw  aside  this 
important  question  on  any  pedantic  formality. — Lord  St. 
Leonards  said  that  should  the  resolution  moved  be 
carried,  and  should  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  he 
should  propose  that  a  week  or  ten  days  be  given,  in  order 
that  those  who  were  not  in  attendance  might  be  in  their 
places  to  discuss  the  measure  in  committee.  The  la  w  of  the 
country,  as  it  at  present  stood,  was  not  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  limited  liability,  for  any  person  or  company 
in  their  dealings  might  in  their  contracts  limit  the 
amount  of  their  liabilities.  The  persons  possessing 
this  privilege  were  compelled,  and  wisely  so,  to  submit 
to  numerous  regulations  to  provide  proper  safeguards, 
but  none  were  provided  by  this  bill,  nor  was  the  slightest 
security  afforded  by  it  against  the  formation  and  estab- 
lishment of  bubble  companies  of  the  worst  possible 
description.  Government  might  carry  the  bill,  but  they 
would  not  obtain  for  it  the  deliberate  sanction  of  that 
house.  —  The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that  nothing 
was  required  by  the  resolution  before  their  lordships 
than  that  which  was  provided  for  in  the  standing 
order  itself,  which  allowed  bills  of  urgency  to  pass. 
He  believed  that  their  lordships  would  strike  a  very 
dangerous  blow  at  the  constitution  of  the  country, 
if,  by  any  stringent  resolutions,  they  refused  to  discuss 
measures  of  legislative  importance. — Lord  Monteagle 
thought  that  it  would  be  in  every  respect  better  if  they 
were  to  repeal  altogether  the  standing  order,  rather 
than  suspend  it  upon  an  occasion  like  the  present.  The 
present  bill  had  occupied  the  House  of  Commons  from 
May  to  August,  and  their  lordships  were  now  called 
upon  within  a  few  days  of  the  close  of  the  session  to 
pass  a  measure  which  it  had  been  considered  necessary 
to  discuss  at  such  length  in  another  place.  While  under 
discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  bill  had  been 
three  times  revised  and  reprinted  ;  and  he  therefore 
called  upon  the  house  not  to  consent  to  consider  so  im- 
portant a  measure  under  circumstances  which  would 
totally  preclude  them  from  giving  to  it  that  calm  con- 
sideration which  it  imperatively  required. — The  house 
then  divided,  when  there  appeared,  on  the  motion  for 
suspending  the  standing  order — contents,  38 ;  non- 
contents,  14  :  majority  for  the  motion,  2L  The  standing 
order  was  then  ordered  to  be  dispensed  with. — Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley  thereupon  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill.  In  doing  so  he  stated  that  in  the 
opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government  the  time  had  come 
when  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  some  measure  of 
this  kind  should  pass,  and  called  the  attention  of  their 
lordships  to  circumstances  which  had  convinced  him  of 
the  absolute  necessity  of  an  alteration  in  the  law  with 
respect  to  the  grant  of  the  privilege  of  limited  liability. 
He  was  convinced  the  house  would  best  consult  the 
interests  of  the  country  if  they  did  in  this  matter  what 
they  had  done  in  others,  namely,  unfetter  all  the  existing 
restrictions  on  the  investment  of  capital,  and  leave  it  to 
each  individual  to  do  with  his  money  what  he  thought 
would  best  conduce  to  his  own  interests.  He  trusted 
their  lordships  would  read  the  bill  a  second  time,  be- 
lieving it  was  one  which  was  loudly  called  for  by  the 
times  in  which  we  lived. — Earl  Grey  said  his  leanings 
were  in  favour  of  this  bill;  but  he  objected  simply  to 
their  discussing  at  this  time,  and  in  the  present  state  of 
the  house,  a  great  change  in  our  commercial  law,   to 


which  there  was  no  opportunity  at  present  of  giving 
anything  like  due  care  and  deliberation. — Lord  Redes- 
dale  said  lie  was  rather  favourable  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill  than  otherwise,  b'tt  he  thought  the  measure  had 
not  received  in  the  other  house  of  parliament  that  due 
deliberation  which  it  deserved,  but  very  much  the 
reverse. — After  some  observations  from  Lord  Wynford 
and  Lord  Denman,  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  Sale  of  Beer  Bill  passed  through  committee,  and 
the  Turkish  Loan  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  Thursday,  August  9,  the  house  went  into  com- 
mittee on  the  Limited  Liability  Bill,  when  several 
amendments  of  Earl  Grey  and  Lord  St.  Leonards,  re- 
quiring that  10,000/.  should  be  the  minimum  capital,  in 
shares  of  not  less  than  25/.  each,  and  providing  a  reserve 
fund  of  20  per  cent,  as  security  for  the  creditors,  were 
negatived. — An  amendment  of  Earl  Grey's,  fixing  the 
number  of  shareholders  at  not  less  than  2-5,  and  another 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor's,  requiring  the  solvency  of  the 
company  to  be  ascertained  and  20  per  cent,  paid  up, 
were  agreed  to. — Earl  Grey  proposed  a  new  clause, 
making  the  directors  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  com- 
pany in  the  case  of  their  making  a  dividend  after  the 
company  was  insolvent. — Lord  Stanley  objected  to  the 
clause,  which,  however,  was  ultimately  agreed  to. — 
Earl  Grey  then  proposed  another  clause,  providing 
that  no  note  or  obligation  given  by  a  shareholder  should 
be  considered  as  a  payment  on  account  of  his  share,  and 
that  no  loan  should  be  made  by  the  company  to  any 
shareholder. — This  clause  was  also  agreed  to. — Earl 
Grey  then  proposed  a  clause  prohibiting  any  company 
from  incurring  debts  beyond  the  amount  of  its  capital, 
and  making  the  directors  personally  responsible  for  any 
excess. — This  clause  was  withdrawn. — Another  clause, 
moved  by  Earl  Grey,  rendering  directors  liable  to 
penalties  for  publishing  false  balance-sheets  was  post- 
poned till  the  report. — Clauses  8  and  9  were  agreed  to. 
— On  clause  10,  Lord  Monteagle  carried  a  proviso 
that  if  three-fourths  of  the  share  capital  should  be  lost, 
the  company  should  wind  up  its  affairs. — The  remaining 
clauses  were  agreed  to. — Earl  Grey'  declared  that  the 
measure  was  still  crude  and  undigested,  and  that  it 
would  remain  for  many  years  a  standing  memento  of 
the  impolicy  of  pressing  a  measure  forward  at  such  a 
late  period  of  the  session. 

On  Friday,  August  10.  on  bringing  up  the  report  of 
the  Limited  Liability  Bill,  the  provisions  underwent 
another  discussion. — Lord  Campbell  urged  upon  the 
government  the  propriety  of  re-considering  their  decision 
on  the  previous  night,  and  that  they  would  fix  a  minimum 
of  capital  in  the  bill. — Earl  Granville  declined  to 
agree  to  this  suggestion. — Earl  Grey  reiterated  his 
former  suggestion  that  an  independent  audit  should  be 
established  for  all  these  companies. — After  considerable 
discussion,  Earl  Granville  promised  to  consider  the 
question ;  and  if  it  was  thought  desirable,  he  would 
insert  a  provision  to  that  effect  on  the  third  reading. — 
The  report  was  then  received. 

On  Saturday,  August  11,  on  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Limited  Liability  Bill,  Lord  Lyttelton 
entered  a  protest  against  its  passing. — The  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne  said  that  although  he  had  been  uniformly 
in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  improved  by  the 
alterations  that  had  been  made  in  its  progress  through 
that  house,  yet  he  did  not  share  in  the  very  sanguine 
expectations  that  were  entertained,  with  regard  at  least 
to  its  immediate  operation ;  but  he  had  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  ultimate  effect  of  it  would  be  beneficial. 
It  was  in  his  own  knowledge  that  many  useful  under- 
takings of  the  most  urgent  nature,  to  some  of  which  he 
would  have  been  a  subscriber  himself,  had  been  kept  in  a 
state  of  suspended  animation  from  the  want  of  a  hill  of  this 
kind,  and  that  at  a  time  when  there  existed  a  necessity 
for  carrying  into  action  all  the  capital  and  resources  of 
the  country.  Lord  Redesdale  said  that  his  opposition 
throughout  was  not  directed  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  but  he  desired  to  improve  it  and  render  i;  a  working 
measure. --After  a  few  wards  from  Lord  Campbell  in 
favour  of  the  bili,  and  from  Lord  Monteagle  who 
warned  all  classes  against  entering  into  reckless  specu- 
lations under  its  operation,  Earl  Granville  said  he 
very  much  doubted  if  the  bill  would  be  improved  had 
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they  had  a  longer  time  to  consider  it,  for  all  the  amend- 
ments proposed  were  restrictions  on  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  he  thought  that  the  bill  would  go  forth  with  a 
greater  chance  of  success  if  these  amendments  had  not 
been  introduced.  People  might  be  fooMsh  enough  to  be 
deceived  by  groundless  expectations,  but  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  on  one  hand  to  limit  the  expenditure, 
while  in  the  nature  of  things  it  was  likely  to  limit  the 
profits.  They  had  no  right  to  consider  that  in  passing 
this  bill  they  had  discovered  anything  new.  Under  the 
common  law  any  two  persons  under  a  special  contract 
could  limit  their  liability,  and  all  they  proposed  was 
that  a  general  measure  should  supersede  the  necessity 
for  special  contracts. — Lord  Stanley  of  Alderi/ey 
obtained  the  insertion  of  a  clause,  giving  the  Board  of 
Trade  powers  to  appoint  an  auditor  to  investigate  the 
accounts  of  any  company  obtaining  limited  liability 
under  the  bill. — On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, a  clause  was  also  added,  applying  the  provisions 
of  the  winding-up  amendment  act  to  companies,  &c., 
receiving  certificates  of  limited  liability. — The  bill  was 
then  passed. 

On  Tuesday,  August  14,  after  some  routine  business, 
Parliament  teas  Prorogued  by  Commission.  The  royal 
commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Gran- 
ville, the  Duke  of  Argyll,  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  and 
the  Earl  of  Harrowby  ;  and  having  taken  their  seats  on 
the  woolsack,  and  the  commons  having  been  summoned 
to  the  bar,  the  Lord  Chancellor  read  the  royal  speech  as 
follows : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen:  We  are  commanded 
by  her  Majesty  to  release  you  from  further  attendance 
in  parliament,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  the 
warm  acknowledgments  of  her  Majesty  for  the  zeal  and 
assiduity  with  which  you  have  applied  yourselves  to 
the  discharge  of  your  public  duties  during  a  long  and 
laborious  session.  Her  Majesty  has  seen  with  great 
satisfaction  that  while  you  have  occupied  yourselves  in 
providing  means  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  you  have  given  your  attention  to  many  measures 
of  great  public  utility.  Her  Majesty  is  convinced  that 
you  will  share  her  satisfaction  at  finding  that  the 
progress  of  events  has  tended  to  cement  more  firmly 
that  union  which  has  so  happily  been  established  be- 
tween her  government  and  that  of  our  ally  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  ;  and  her  Majesty  trusts  that  an  alliance 
founded  on  a  sense  of  the  general  interests  of  Europe, 
and  consolidated  by  good  faith,  will  long  survive  the 
events  which  have  given  rise  to,  and  will  contribute  to 
the  ,'permanent  well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  two 
great  nations  whom  it  has  linked  together  in  bonds  of 
honourable  friendship.  The  accession  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia  to  the  treaty  between  her  Majesty,  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  the  Sultan,  has  given 
additional  importance  and  strength  to  that  alliance ; 
and, the  efficient  force  which  his  Sardinian  Majesty  has 
sent  to  the  seat  of  war  to  co-operate  with  the  allied 
armies  will  not  fail  to  maintain  the  high  reputation  by 
which  the  army  of  Sardinia  has  ever)been  distinguished. 
Her  Majesty  has  commanded  us  to  thank  you  for 
having  enabled  her  to  avail  herself,  as  far  as  has  been 
found  to  be  required,  of  those  patriotic  offers  of  exten- 
ded service  which  she  has  received  from  the  militia  of 
the  united  kingdom,  and  for  the  means  of  reinforcing 
her  brave  army  in  the  Crimea  by  the  enlistment  of 
volunteers  from  abroad.  Her  Majesty  acknowledges 
with  satisfaction  the  measure  which  you  have  adopted 
for  giving  effect  to  the  convention  by  which,  in  con- 
junction with  her  ally  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  she 
has  made  arrangements  for  assisting  the  Sultan  to 
provide  the  means  which  are  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
maintain  in  efficiency  the  Turkish  army,  which  has  so 
gallantly  resisted  the  assaults  of  its  enemies.  Her 
Majesty,  in  giving  her  assent  to  the  bill  which  you 
presented  to  her  for  the  local  management  of  the 
metropolis,  trusts  that  the  arrangements  provided  by 
that  measure  will  lead  to  many  improvements  conducive 
to  the  convenience  and  health  of  this  great  city.  The 
abolition  of  the  duty  on  newspapers  will  tend  to  diffuse 
useful  information  among  the  poorer  classes  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects.  The  principle  of  limited  liability 
which  you  have  judiciously  applied  to  joint-stock 
associations    will    afford    additional   facilities    for    the 


employment  of  capital ;  and  the  improvements  which 
you  have  made  in  the  laws  which  regulate  friendly 
societies  will  encourage  habits  of  industry  and  thrift 
among  the  labouring  classes  of  the  community.  Her 
Majesty  trusts  that  the  measures  to  which  she  has  given 
her  assent  for  improving  the  constitutions  of  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  and  Tasmania,  and  for  bestowing  on 
the  important  and  flourishing  colonies  of  Australia 
extended  powers  of  self-government,  will  assist  the 
development  of  their  great  national  resources,  and 
promote  the  contentment  and  happiness  of  their 
inhabitants.  Her  Majesty  commands  us  to  say  that 
she  has  been  deeply  gratified  by  the  zeal  for  the  success 
of  her  Majesty's  arms,  and  the  sympathy  for  all  her 
soldiers  and  sailors  manifested  throughout  her  Indian 
and  colonial  empire  ;  and  her  Majesty  acknowledges 
with  great  satisfaction  the  generous  contributions  which 
her  subjects  in  India  and  the  legislatures  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  colonies  have  sent  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  by  the  casualties  of  war. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  :  Her 
Majesty  commands  us  to  convey  to  you  her  cordial 
thanks  for  the  readiness  and  zeal  with  which  vou  have 
provided  the  necessary  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war 
in  whish  her  Majesty  is  engaged.  Her  Majesty  laments 
the  burdens  and  sacrifices  which  it  has  become  neces- 
ary  to  impose  upon  her  faithful  people ;  but  she 
acknowledges  the  wisdom  with  which  you  have  alle- 
viated the  weight  of  those  burdens  by  the  mixed 
arrangements  which  you  have  made  for  providing  those 
supplies. 

"My  Lords' and  Gentlemen:  Her  Majesty  has 
commanded  [us  to  say  that  she  has  seen  with  sincere 
regret  that  the  endeavours  which,  in  conjunction  with 
her  ally  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  she  made  at  the 
recent  conferences  at  Vienna  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
conclusion,  on  conditions  consonant  with  the  honour  of 
the  allies,  and  with  the  future  security  of  Europe,  have 
proved  ineffectual ;  but  those  endeavours  having  failed, 
no  other  course  is  left  to  her  Majesty  than  to  prosecute 
the  war  with  all  possible  vigour;  and  her  Majesty, 
relying  upon  the  support  of  parliament,  upon  the  manly 
spirit  and  patriotism  of  her  people,  upon  the  never- 
failing  courage  of  her  army  and  her  navy,  whose  pa- 
tience under  suffering  and  whose  power  of  endurance 
her  Majesty  has  witnessed  with  admiration,  upon  the 
steadfast  fidelity  of  her  allies,  and,  above  all,  upon  the 
justice  of  her  cause,  humbly  puts  her  trust  in  the 
Almighty  disposer  of  events  for  such  an  issue  of  the 
great  contest  in  which  she  is  engaged  as  may  secure  to 
Europe  the  blessings  of  a  firm  and  lasting  per.ee.  On 
your  return  to  your  several  counties  you  will  have 
duties  to  perform  little  less  important  than  those  which 
belong  to  your  attendance  in  parliament.  Her  Majesty 
trusts  that  your  powerful  influence  will  be  exerted  for 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  her  people,  the  promotion 
of  which  is  the  object  of  her  Majesty's  constant  care, 
and  the  anxious  desire  of  her  heart." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  declared  the  parliament 
stood  prorogued  to  Tuesday,  the  23rd  of  October. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Monday,  July  30,  the 
house  went  into  committee  on  the  Limited  Liability 
Bill. — Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  amount  of  capital 
required  for  shares  should  be  as  low  as  five  pounds. — 
Mr.  Bouverie,  who,  in  the  previous  sitting  had  moved 
that  the  shares  should  be  ten  pounds,  now  hoped  that 
the  committee  would  agree  to  a  compromise,  and  fill  up 
the  blank  with  ten  pounds,  twenty  per  cent,  to  be  paid 
up. — After  some  discussion,  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Bouverie  was  agreed  to. — Mr.  Cairns  proposed  that  any 
company  of  not  less  than  six  members,  associated  under 
a  deed  of  setllement  for  any  purpose  (except  banking 
or  insurance),  and  having  its  capital  stock  divided  into 
shares  as  aforesaid,  may  obtain  from  the  registrar  of 
joint-stock  companies  a  certificate  of  limited  liability. — 
Mr.  Bouverie  opposed  the  amendment,  and  after  some 
discussion  the  committee  divided — for  Mr.  Cairn's 
amendment,  27;  against  it,  39;  majority  against  the 
amendment,  12. — Mr.  Cairxs  then  proposed  to  omit 
that  part  of  the  clause  which  provided  that  not  less  than 
twenty  per  cent,  of  the  nominal  amount  of  the  shares 


172 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NARRATIVE. 


[Acoc:3T,  1855. 


Bhould  be  paid  up. — Mr.  Bouverie  said  the  object  of 
the  provision  was  to  adr.pt  a  ttst  which  would  prevent 
the  formation  of  hub'ole  companies. — Mr.  Cabdweli 
regretttd  that  the  "Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
felt  bound  to  oppose  the  amendment.  The  real  ques- 
tion raised  by  it  was  the  security  given  to  the  public  by 
the  system  of  registration  ;  and  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  registration  gave  sufficient  security  to  the  public. — 
The  amendment  was  withdrawn. — Mr.  Gurney  then 
moved  that  the  amount  of  shares  to  be  paid  up  should 
be  fifty  instead  of  twenty  per  cent.,  which  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. — The  other  clauses  having  been 
agreed  to,  on  clause  7,  Mr.  Cardwell  said  that  the 
question  which  had  suggested  itself  to  his  mind  was 
what  remedy  any  creditor  was  to  have  against  any 
shareholder  in  a  company,  and  what  was  the  practical 
value  of  the  register  under  the  act.  He  begged,  there- 
fore, to  propose  the  omission  of  the  clause,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  following: — "  When  a  company  has 
obtained  a  certificate  of  limited  liability,  every  person 
having  held  a  share  in  such  company  shall  be  liable  to 
pay  the  debts  of  the  company  to  an  amount  equal  to, 
but  not  exceeding,  the  nominal  value  of  the  greatest 
number  of  shares  held  by  him  at  any  one  time  within 
one  year  of  the  date  of  the  judgment  or  decree  against 
the  company." — Sir.  John  Macgregor,  Mr.  Lowe,  Mr. 
A.  Hastie,  Mr.  Bouverie,  and  Mr.  Malins  opposed  the 
amendment,  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Mitchell  and 
Mr.  Cairns. — Lord  Palmerston  said  he  should  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  proposal,  as  tending  very  materially 
to  prevent  the  bill  from  having  any  practical  effect.  It 
was  one  of  those  arrangements  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  driving  persons  with  small  capital  from  in- 
vesting their  money  in  such  companies.  He  was 
persuaded  that  these  companies  would  in  general  be 
composed  of  honest  and  prudent  men,  well  able  to  look 
after  their  own  concerns  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  those  who  dealt  with  them  to 
look  after  the  concerns,  and  not  to  give  credit  beyond  a 
reasonable  amount. — The  committee  divided — for  the 
original  clause,  78;  for  the  amendment,  15:  majority 
against  the  amendment,  63. 

On  Tuesday,  July  31,  Mr.  F.Scully  called  attention 
to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  regulations  regarding 
the  Transmission  of  Newspapers  to  the  British  Colonies, 
the  effect  of  which,  he  said,  was  very  considerably  to 
increase  the  expense  of  English  newspapers  to  subscri- 
bers in  Canada,  Australia,  and  generally  in  the  colonics. 
— Mr.  Wilson  admitted  that  the  recent  regulations 
were  not  working  very  satisfactorily,  and  the  post-office 
authorities  were  now  engaged  in  revising  them,  with  a 
view  to  improvement. 

The  house  went  into  a  committee  of  supply.  After 
various  miscellaneous  votes,  one  of  10,OOOZ  for  the  Dis- 
covery of  the  North-West  Passage,  5,0001.  to  Captain 
M'Clure,  and  the  other  5,00(W.  to  the  other  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Investigator,  was  voted  amid  general  appro- 
bation. 

Sir  C.  Wood  then  moved  a  vote  of  SOO;.  for  a 
Monument  to  Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  Crew.  It 
was  proposed  to  erect  the  monument  at  Greenwich 
hospital. — The  vote  was  agreeed  to. 

Sir  C.  Wood  then  proposed  the  Supplemental  Esti- 
mates, for  the  Navy.  One  item  was  tor  hemp,  which 
was  now  supplied,  he  was  glad  to  say,  from  Italy,  and  was 
of  superior  qu.tlity.  They  had  also  an  offer  from  Hungary 
Another  item  was  for  stores  ;  but  the  principal  item  was 
for  the  building  of  gun-boats.  When  the  war  began 
we  bad  not  a  single  gunboat.  Sir  J.  Graham  built  six, 
which  had  been  very  useful  in  the  Sea  of  Azoff.  Other 
vessels  of  a  smaller  size  had  also  been  built,  and  had 
been  of  great  use.  Still  the  number  was  very  inadequate. 
About  six  or  eight  more  had  been  built  or  bought.  He 
proposed  to  double  that  number,  and  they  with  their 
machinery  would  cost  about  half  a  million. — On  the 
vote  being  proposed,  Mr.  French  brought  a<>ain  under 
the  notice  of  the  house  the  plans  of  Lord  Dundonald, 
to  the  practicability  of  which  he  said  Sir  C.  Napier  had 
pledged  his  professional  reputation. — Sir  G.  Peciiell 
said  he  believed  the  plan  would  be  more  dangerous  to 
those  who  used  it  than  to  the  enemy. — Captain  SCOBELL 
urged  the  construction  of  rafts  with  guns  mounted  on 
them,  such  as  were  used  with  such  success  iu  the  Black 


Sea,  and  one  hundred  of  which  would  not  cost  more 
than  a  single  gunboat.— -Mr.  Lindsay  was  glad  to  hear 
that  the  Admiralty  had  at  last  determined  to  build 
uunboats,  and  hoped  they  would  hear  no  more  of  such 
large  line-of-battle  ships  as  the  Marlborough.— Admiral 
Berkeley  defended  the  large  ships,  which  were  neces- 
sary, he  said,  if  for  no  other  purpose,  to  protect  the 
gunboats  and  floating  batteries. — The  vote  was  then 
agreed  to,  as  were  the  other  votes  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

Sir  C.  Wood  then  proposed  a  vote  of  a  million-and-a- 
half  sterling  for  the  Transport  Service.  They  had 
conveyed  to  the  Crimea  the  Sardinian  contingent;  and 
they  had  acceded  to  a  proposal  made  in  the  most 
generous  manner  by  the  French  Emperor,  who  said, 
"  We  as  a  great  military  nation  are  ready  to  furnish 
troops,  if  you,  a  great  naval  nation,  will  furnish  the 
ships  to  convey  them."  They  had  moved  a  large  num- 
ber of  them  accordingly,  though  the  French  had  done 
much  that  way  themselves.  Then  they  had  moved 
about  11,000  Turkish  troops.  He  reminded  the  house 
that  it  was  quite  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service 
to  keep  a  large  number  of  transports  at  the  seat  of  war. 
They  had  moved  altogether,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  246,000  men  and  32,000  horses.  He  stated  that, 
with  a  view  to  economise  the  transport  service,  he  had 
determined  to  send  an  admiral  to  Balaklava,  who  should 
have  the  whole  transports  there  under  his  single  con- 
trol.— Mr.  H.  Brown  recommended  the  government  to 
adopt  the  French  system  with  regard  to  transports, 
which  was  to  pay  the  vessels  for  service,  instead  of  for 
time,  and  to  give  the  captains  a  premium  for  making 
the  voyage  within  a  given  time. — The  vote  was  agreed 
to,  as  was  the  vote  for  the  packet  service. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and  the  Turkish  Loan  Bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  amid  general  cheers. 

The  report  on  the  Limited  Liability  Bill  was  received 
without  comment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Wednesday. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  committee  on  the  Sale  of 
Beer  Bill,  the  Marquis  of  Blandford  complained  of 
the  haste  with  which  it  was  hurried  through,  and 
remarked  that  the  evidence  taken  before  the  committee 
was  not  complete.  He  thought  some  further  inquiry 
was  necessary,  and  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  committee  that  day  three  months. — After  some 
discussion  the  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the 
motion  for  going  into  committee  carried  by  6'2  to  10. 
The  bill  then  went  through  the  committee. 

On  Wednesday,  August  1,  Mr.  Ferguson  moved 
that  the  house  should  go  into  committee  on  the  Carlisle 
Canonries  Bill. — Mr.  R.  Phillimore,  alleging  as  a 
ground  the  advanced  period  of  the  session,  moved  that 
the  house  should  go  into  committee  that  day  three 
months. — Lord  John  Manners  supported  the  amend- 
ment.— Mr.  Frewen,  the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  and 
Mr.  Cowper,  observing  that  it  was  doubtful  whether 
the  machinery  of  the  bill  would  effect  the  object  pro- 
posed, suggested  the  withdrawal  of  the  bill.  —  Mr. 
Fitzroy  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  ;  but 
lost  his  motion  by  36  to  21. — Mr.  Phillimore's  amend- 
ment was  also  negatived,  and  the  house  went  into 
committee;  but  the  chairman,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  J. 
Ferguson,  instantly  reported  progress. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Union  of  Contiguous  Benefices  Bill. — On  clause  2, 
the  Marquis  of  Blandford  moved  the  omission  of  all 
reference  to  the  church  building  commission. — Mr. 
Henley  opposed  and  Sir  John  Pakington  supported 
the  amendment;  but  before  the  question  could  be 
decided,  Mr.  Pellatt  moved  that  the  chairman  should 
report  progress.  This  was  negatived  by  62  to  12;  and 
the  amendment  carried  without  a  division. — On  clause 
10,  Mr.  Henley  complained  that  the  clause  would  not 
prevent  the  sale  of  graveyards,  while  it  legalised  the 
sale  of  the  sites  of  the  churches.— In  deference  to 
the  generally  expressed  feeling  of  the  house,  Sir  John 
Pakington  agreed  to  insert  words  to  prevent  the  sale 
of  graveyards,  and  the  sale  of  churches  in  which  inter- 
ments have  taken  place,  permitting  the  sale  in  cases 
where  there  have  been  no  interments. — On  the  motion 
of  the  Marquis  of  Blandford  a  clause  was  inserted 
after    clause   1,   authorising    her  Majesty    to    appoint 
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parish  commissioners,  with  power  to  purchase  and  hold 
lands  and  hereditaments  for  the  purposes  of  the  act. — 
The  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported. 

On  Thursday,  August  2,  in  a  committee  of  supply,  a 
vote  of  3,711/.  was  passed  for  the  Statute  Law  Commis- 
sion, and  subsequently  a  resolution  moved  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  granting  a  credit  vote  of 
three  millions  for  the  General  Purposes  of  the  War, 
was  acreed  to. — The  supplemental  vote  for  Commissariat 
Services  was  then  brought  forward  by  Mr.  F.  Peel, 
who  explained  the  causes  which  had  led  to  this  large 
expansion  in  this  item  of  expenditure.  Among  these 
•causes  he  mentioned  the  heavy  charges  incurred  on 
account  of  the  provisions  and  supplies  furnished  to  the 
Sardinian  and  Turkish  contingents.  The  result  had 
been  to  occasion  a  gross  outlay  on  the  year,  as  now 
estimated,  of  8,700,000/.,  of  which  2,500,000/.  remained 
to  be  voted.  The  discussion  of  the  grant  for  this 
department  of  service  occupied  the  committee  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  early  sitting. 

The  Sale  of  Beer  Bill  and  the  Militia  Ballots 
Suspension  Bill  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  house  afterwards  went  into  committee,  and  re- 
sumed the  discussion  on  supply.  Mr.  MonSell,  in 
moving  the  votes  for  the  Ordnance  Establishment,  as 
■organised  upon  the  new  system,  explained  the  principles 
OB  which  the  recent  changes  in  the  department  had 
been  framed.  Two  objects,  he  observed,  had  been 
chiefly  kept  in  view — centralisation  and  responsibility. 
To  secure  the  former  result  the  artillery  and  enpineer 
corps  were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Horse 
Guards.  All  plans  for  fortification  and  other  military 
constructions  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  the  Inspector  of  Fortifications,  and  the 
Director-General  of  Artillery.  The  general  depart- 
ments of  the  Ordnance  were  ti  be  placed  under  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  On  the  question  of  re- 
sponsibility he  stated  that  the  chief  of  each  department 
would  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  its  working,  and 
would  consequently  possess  trie  corresponding  privilege 
of  appointing  clerks  and  other  employes  in  their  respec- 
tive offices.  Important  results  would,  he  believed, 
attend  the  adoption  of  the  new  system. — The  successive 
votes  set  forth  in  the  estimate  for  this  and  other  branches 
of  expenditure  were  then  agreed  to,  after  a  miscellaneous 
discussion,  which  lasted  for  several  hours. 

The  vote  of  15,000/.  for  the  erection  of  a  temporary 
building  at  Kensington  Gore  as  a  Museum  of  Art  and 
Science,  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Spooner,  on  the  ground 
that  it  pledged  the  house  to  a  vast  consequent  expen- 
diture ior  edifices  of  which  no  plans  were  yet  prepared. 
— Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Disraeli,  and  Lord  Palmerston 
argued  the  expediency  of  providing  some  place  where 
the  large  collections  of  artistic  and  scientific  productions 
already  in  the  possession  of  the  country  could  be  exhi- 
bited.— On  a  division  the  vote  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  85  to  33. 

The  second  readine  of  the  Charitable  Trusts  Bill  was 
moved  by  the  Attorney-General,  who  proposed  to 
reserve  the  formal  discussion  until  some  future  stage  of 
the  measure. — Mr.  Knight  objected  to  this  summary 
mode  of  procedure  with  respect  to  so  important  a 
measure. — After  some  remarks  from  Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr. 
Disraeli,  the  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Malins,  and  other 
members,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read  a 
second  time. 

The  house  having  gone  into  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  a 
suits  of  resolutions,  authorising  the  treasury  to  raise 
7,000,000/.  in  Exchequer  Bills  or  Bonds,  and  proceeded 
to  explain  the  causes  which  rendered  this  additional 
provision  of  financial  resources  necessary.  In  April 
last  he  bad  estimated  the  revenue  of  the  year  at 
86,339,000/.,  including  16  millions  to  be  raised  by  loan, 
and  three  millions  of  Exchequer  Bills,  and  reckoning 
also  200,000/.  as  the  anticipated  receipt  from  the  proposed 
stamp  on  banker's  cheques  which  he  had  subsequently 
found  it  expedient  to  abandon.  The  estimated  expen- 
diture at  that  time  was  81,899,000/.,  leaving  a  computed 
margin  of  4,240,000/.  These  computations  had  been 
verified  by  the  result,  so  far  as  the  revenue  was  con- 
cerned,  but  the    outlay   on  the  various    branches  of 


military  service  had  swelled  far  beyond  the  original 
estimate.  The  several  increments  had  been  already 
stated  and  explained  but  he  briefly  recapitulated  their 
amounts,  stating  that  upon  the  army,  commissariat,  and 
militia  the  expenditure  had  augmented  from  16,221,000/. 
to  18,789,000/.;  on  the  navy  and  transport  service  from 
16.653.000/.  to  19.378,000/.  ;  and  on  the  ordnance  from 
7,803,000/.  to  8,644.000/.  This  gross  charge  for  military 
departments,  which  had  been  reckoned  in  April  at 
43,077,000/.  must  now  be  estimated  at  49,812,000/. ;  and 
the  actual  cost  for  the  four  months  of  the  financial  year 
already  passed  had  been  almost  precisely  in  that  propor- 
tion— namely,  16,512,000/.  The  nett  result  would  be 
to  overrun  the  original  margin  of  surface  by  nearly  two 
millions.  To  fill  up  this  chasm  he  asked  the  house  to 
enlarge  the  power  of  issuing  Exchequer  Bills  from  three 
to  seven  millions,  with  an  added  proviso  empowering 
the  treasury  to  raise  some  part  of  that  sum  by  Ex- 
chequer Bonds.  This  supply  he  computed  would  leave 
a  surplus  in  the  Exchequer  of  something  over  two 
millions,  but  of  that  excess  a  considerable  portion  had 
been  already  absorbed.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  stated 
in  conclusion  that  the  outstanding  amount  of  the 
unfunded  debt  was  now  17,099,400/.  of  Exchequer  Bills, 
and  six  millions  of  Exchequer  Bonds,  and  he  argued 
that  although  the  total  might  appear  largo,  it  had  been 
much  exceeded  at  several  periods  both  during  and  since 
the  last  war. — Mr.  Gladstone,  without  opposing  the 
resolution  remonstrated  against  the  system  of  resorting 
to  loans  for  the  supply  of  war  expenditure  without 
attempting  to  raise  any  augmentation  of  revenue  from 
taxation. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave 
some  explanation,  and  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr. 
Disraeli  and  Mr.  Glyn,  the  resolutions  were  succes- 
sively put  and  agreed  to. 

The  Limited  Liability  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  after  a  miscellaneous  discussion. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Crime  and  Outrage  (Ireland)  Bill,  Mr.  Bowyer  ob- 
jected to  its  proceeding  any  further.  He  observed  that 
the  very  title  of  the  bill  was  offensive  to  the  feelings  of 
Irishmen. — After  a  discussion  the  house  divided,  and 
there  appeared — For  the  second  reading,  42  ;  against  it, 
19 ;  majority,  23. 

On  Friday  August  3,  Mr.  Laing  called  attention  to 
the  Recent  Conferences  at  Vienna,  and  moved  for 
copies  of  the  correspondence  which  had  subsequently 
taken  place.  He  knew  that  almost  all  the  great  bankers 
and  various  other  mercantile  firms  in  Europe  were  of 
opinion  that  the  proposals  submitted  by  Count  Buol 
were  such  as  might  have  been  accepted  without  any 
disparagement  of  national  honour. — Sir  George  Grey 
said  her  Majesty's  government  would  not  be  justified 
in  laying  the  papers  before  the  public  without  first 
obtaining  the  concurrence  of  the  French  government. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  then  contended  that  the  govern- 
ment were  justified  in  insisting  upon  the  limitation  of  the 
naval  power  of  Russia  in  the  Black  Sea,  as  that  appeared 
to  be  the  most  effectual  means  which  could  be  adopted 
by  the  Western  powers  with  a  view  to  securing  the 
independence  of  Turkey,  and  at  the  same  time  insuring 
the  peace  of  Europe.  (The  right  hon.  baronet  then 
read  extracts  from  Lord  Clarendon's  instructions  to 
Lord  i.  Russell,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what 
were  the  views  and  intentions  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment.) The  house  would  recollect  that  the  government 
had  been  blamed  in  not  having  broken  up  the  eonftrences 
when  it  became  obvious  that  Russia  declined  to  submit 
to  terms  which  limited  her  aggressive  policy,  but  her 
Majesty's  ministers  were  unwilling  to  break  off  the 
negociations  so  long  as  there  appeared  to  be  any  hope  of 
bringing  about  an  honourable  peace.  The  French 
government  had  taken  the  same  view.  But  even 
assuming  that  the  proposition  had  been  accepted  by  the 
governments  of  England  and  France,  and  rejected  by 
Russia,  there  was  no  certainty  that  Austria  would  place 
itself  side  by  side  with  the  Western  powers.  Had  the 
government  accepted  the  proposition  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  keep  up  a  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea,  without  the 
prospectof  even  securing  a  safe,  permanent  and  honour- 
able paace.  But,  independent  of  these  considerations, 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment would  not  be  justified  in  acceding  to  the  Austrian 
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proposal  without  the  concurrence  of  France.  Any 
disagreement  upon  that  point  might  endanger  the 
alliance  of  France,  a  matter  more  entitled  to  considera- 
tion than  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  to  the  satisfac- 
tory issue  of  which  he  did  not  despair. — Mr.  Gladstone 
admitted  that  the  production  of  the  papers  was  entirely 
in  the  discretion  of  the  government,  and  he  thought 
that  the  hon.  member  would  act  unwisely  if  he  pressed 
his  motion.  He  considered,  however,  that  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  not  justified  the  government  in  the 
continuance  of  a  war  which  cost  the  allies  so  much 
blood  and  treasure.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  upon 
what  principle  her  Majesty's  ministers  continued  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  It  was  not  to  the  French 
government  but  to  her  Majesty's  ministers  that  the 
responsibility  attached,  for,  according  to  a  statement  in 
the  Muniteur-,  the  Emperor  had  rejected  the  Austrian 
proposals,  being  anxious  to  maintain  the  alliance  with 
England,  the  government  of  which  had  already  declined 
to  make  peace  on  the  basis  of  that  proposition.  It  was 
said  that  there  was  no  assurance  of  the  assistance  of 
Austria,  but  Austria  had  said  should  Russia  decline  the 
proposal,  then  we  will  draw  the  sword.  How  was 
Russian  aggression  to  be  effectually  resisted?  He 
insisted  that  the  prolongation  of  the  war,  so  far  from 
securing  the  independeucs  of  Turkey  would  only  tend 
to  weaken  her  power  by  exhausting  her  internal  re- 
sources. He  entreated  the  house  not  to  place  too  much 
reliance  upon  the  presumed  exhaustion  of  Russian 
resources.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  conclusion, 
said  that  he  and  his  friends,  as  ministers,  had  counselled 
this  .war,  and  must  expect  to  be  met  by  sneers  and 
taunts  whenever  they  attempted  to  give  utterance  to  their 
changed  opinions.  But  the  objects  of  the  war,  as 
detailed  in  the  four  points  having  been  obtained,  he 
paw  no  reason  why  the  war  should  not  cease. — Mr. 
Layard  insisted  that  nothing  short  of  the  limitation  of 
the  nival  power  of  Russia  in  the  Black  Sea  would 
secure  the  independence  of  Turkey.  He  condenfned 
the  occupation  of  the  Danubian  provinces  whether  by 
Russia  or  by  Austria,  as  from  their  importance  they  were 
entitled  to  be  treated  as  independent  powers. — Mr. 
Cobden,  after  expressing  his  entire  concurrence  in  the 
views  oi  Mr.  Gladstone,  charged  the  newly  appointed 
secretary  for  the  colonies  (Sir  W.  Molesworth)  with 
advocating  the  war,  in  contradiction  to  the  opinions  he 
expressed  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Leeds,  some  time 
back. — Sir  W.  Molesworth  defended  his  conduct  upon 
the  ground  that  when  he  made  the  speech  referred  to 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  full  extent  of  the  designs  of 
Russia.  He  considered  that  the  motion  before  the 
house  was  brought  forward  by  a  nefarious  combination 
of  parties,  for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  govern- 
ment.— Sir  J.  Graham  denied  that  either  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Gladstone)  or  himself  was  aware  of  the 
motion  until  the  notice  of  motion  appeared  on  the 
paper.  —  A  warm  discussion  followed,  in  which  Mr. 
Fhillimore,  Mr.  Walpole,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  com- 
plained of  the  language  used  by  a  minister  of  the  crown 
in  reference  to  hon.  members  of  that  house. — Lord 
Palmerston  said  that  his  right  hon.  friend  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  war  was  sustained  by  the  expressed 
opinion  of  the  whole  country. — Mr.  Disraeli  said  that 
the  noble  lard  had  not  extricated  his  colleague  from 
the  indiscretion  of  applying  the  term  of  nefarious  com- 
bination of  parties  to  hon.  members  in  that  house. — 
Mr.  Brotiierton  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  house, 
and  Mr.  Laiog  not  having  pressed  for  a  division,  his 
motion  consequently  dropped. 

On  Monday,  August  6,  on  the  order  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Criminal  Justice  Bill,  Mr.  T.  Chambers 
moved  to  defer  the  third  reading  for  three  months.  The 
bill,  he  said,  was  intended  to  effect  a  most  important 
alteration  in  our  criminal  tribunals,  and  he  denied  the 
validity  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  change ;  he 
denied  that  the  bill  would  obviate  the  delay  and  expense 
now  complained  of,  while  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  open  to 
objections  upon  other  grounds.  The  bill  was  unfair  to 
prosecutors  as  well  as  the  accused  ;  it  was  objectionable 
likewise  upon  social  grounds,  for,  by  casting  invidious 
duties  upon  magistrates,  it  tended  to  widen  the  breach 
between  classes. — The  amendment  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Kennedy.— The  Attorney-General  believed  that, 


so  far  from  the  change  proposed  by  the  bill  being 
mischievous,  it  would  be  emiuently  beneficial.  It 
would  prevent  the  expense  of  taking  witnesses  to  quarter 
sessions,  it  would  shorten  the  period  of  imprisonment 
before  trial,  and  diminish  the  risk  of  contamination  in 
gaol.  He  believed  that  the  bill  would  be  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  the  criminal,  the  magistrate,  and  the  country. 
— After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Barrow  and  Mr.  Baines 
in  support  of  the  bill,  and  by  Mr.  M'Mahon  against  it, 
the  amendment  was  negatived,  and, the  debate  on  the 
third  reading  was  adjourned. 

In  the  evening.  Lord  J.  Russell  gave  a  short  ex- 
planation respecting  the  Grant  to  the  Royal  Society, 
and  Lord  Palmerston  said,  he  proposed  to  issue  the 
sum  this  year  out  of  the  civil  contingencies,  and 
to  make  this  grant  the  subject  of  special  consideration 
hereafter. 

On  the  order  for  going  into  committee  upon  the 
Charitable  Trusts  Bill,  the  Attorney-General 
explained  the  objects  of  the  bill  (which  had  come  down 
from  the  House  of  Lords) — namely,  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners,  to  increase  the  number  of 
inspectors,  and  to  improve  the  machinery  of  the  bill  of 
1853.  He  proposed,  he  said,  to  alter  the  bill  by  raising 
the  limit  of  charities  to  be  placed  under  the  commissioners 
from  101.  to  301.  a-year. — Mr.  Knight  moved  to  defer 
the  committee  for  three  months,  urging  that  the  bill 
gave  the  commissioners  enormous  and  unlimited  powers, 
changing  them  from  an  inspecting  and  remedial  to  an 
administrative  board,  and  that,  before  such  tremendous 
changes  were  made,  that  house  ought  to  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  measure  more  fully  and 
deliberately  than  the  present  period  of  the  session 
permitted. — This  amendment  was  seconded  by  Sir  W. 
Jolliffe. — Mr.  MiCHELL  supported  the  bill,  and 
wished  the  commissioners  to  be  armed  with  still  larger 
powers.— Mr.  Pellatt  spoke  in  favour  of  the  amend- 
ment.—  Sir  G.  Grey  defended  the  bill,  the  principle  of 
which,  he  said,  was  not  questioned,  and,  as  to  the 
additional  powers  and  administrative  functions  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  commissioners,  they  were  found  to  be 
indispensable.  These  additional  powers,  however,  were 
matters  of  detail. — Mr.  Cairns  insisted  upon  the 
arbitrary  authority  given  to  the  commissioners  by  this 
bill.  He  advised  the  government  to  withdraw  it,  and 
bring  in  another  bill  next  year,  at  an  earlier  perioel  of 
the  session,  and  to  6end  it  to  a  select  committee. — The 
Solicitor-General  replied  to  Mr.  Cairns,  whose 
special  objections,  he  observed,  applied  to  details  which 
might  be  discussed  in  committee.  Mr.  Knight,  he 
thought,  must  have  been  deceived  when  ho  alarmed  the 
house  about  the  hydras  and  chimeras  in  the  bill,  which 
were  mere  phantoms  of  imagination.  The  provisions 
contained  in  the  bills  introduced  by  Lord  Lyndhurst  in 
1844,  1S45,  and  1846  went  much  beyond  those  in  the 
present  measure,  the  additional  powers  given  by  which 
were  supplementary  to  those  in  the  act  of  ISoo  ;  they 
had  been  shown  by  experience  to  be  absolutely  requisite, 
and  to  deny  them  would  be  to  negative  the  principle  of 
that  act. — Mr.  Henley  differed  from  the  solicitor- 
general  as  to  this  bill  being  supplementary  to  the  act  of 
1S53  ;  so  far  from  it,  he  said,  this  bill  introduced  a 
wholly  new  machinery,  to  various  parts  of  which  he 
objected,  and  he  thought  more  time  should  have  been 
given  for  the  consideration  of  so  great  a  change.  This 
bill  set  up  for  the  first  time  a  peculiar  judicial  tribunal 
for  charity  questions,  and  if  this  was  to  be  a  secret 
conclave  it  would  not  escape  suspicion. — Lord  Galway 
recommended  that  the  bill  should  stand  over  till  next 
session. — Sir  W.  Heathcote  and  Mr.  Malins  suggested 
that  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  conferred  adminis- 
trative or  judicial  functions  upon  the  commissioners 
should  be  withdrawn. — The  Attorney-General  said, 
he  should  greatly  regret  the  loss  of  that  portion  ;  but,  if 
the  house  was  resolved  upon  the  point,  he  must  be 
content  with  what  he  could  get. — After  some  further 
discussion  the  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  house 
went  into  committee  upon  the  bill,  the  clauses  of  which 
had  not  been  gone  through  when  the  chairman  was 
ordered  to  report  progress. 

On  Tuesday,  August  7th,  Lord  John  Russell  spoke 
at  great  length  on  the  Prospects  of  the  War  and  the 
Position  of  the  Country.    He  referred  to  the  subject  of 
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our  finance,  and  said  he  did  not  think  that  even  in  the 
war  with  France  greater  responsibility  was  involved. 
If  they  looked  to  the  prospects  of  the  war,  they  per- 
ceived that  the  navy  was  indeed  in  an  efficient  state  ; 
hut  as  Russia  did  not  intend  to  meet  us  on  the  sea,  it 
was  evident  that  little  could  be  expected  from  a  great 
hlow  struck  in  the  Baltic.     With  regard  to  the  Black 
Sea,  it  could  not  be  concealed  that  the  Asiatic  frontier 
of  Turkey  was  in  great  dauger.     He  had  hoped  that  a 
foreign  legion  would  have  been  raised  before  this  time, 
which  might  have  been  sent  there,  but  that  hope  had 
been  disappointed.     There  was,  however,  a  large  force 
in  the  Crimea,  but  that  force  would  be  met  by  a  large 
Russian    army,   increased    by    troops    sent    from    the 
Austrian  frontier.     He  thought  these  matters  called  for 
grave  reflection.     He  would  say  nothing  of  the  plans 
proposed  for  the  next  campaign,  for  he  thought  that 
too  much  publicity  had  already   been  given   to  these 
subjects.     With  respect  to  the  prospects  of  peace,  he 
said  that,  personally  he  could  wish  all  his  despatches 
from  Vienna  were  given  fully  to  the  public,  that  his 
conduct  niisjht  be  clearly  appreciated.     He  might  state 
that   the   Turkish   ambassador,    who    knew    well    the 
interests  of  his  country,  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
terms   offered  at  Vienna.     He  did  not  know  whether 
a  decision  had  been  arrived  at  at  Constantinople  similar 
to  that  which  was  decided  on  at  Paris  and  London. 
If  it  had  not — if  the  war  was  now  carried  on,  not  for 
the  integrity  of  Turkey,  but.to  maintain  the  naval  and 
military  reputation  of  the  western  powers — the  charac 
ter  of   the   war   would    be   completely   changed,   and 
instead  of  lending  money  to  Turkey  in  future,  we  must 
in  future  grant  her  direct  subsidies.     He  expressed  full 
confidence,  not  only  in  the  loyalty,  but  in  the  discretion 
of  the   French  Emperor   as   our   ally  ;    but  upon   the 
whole  question  he  must  say   that   there  never  was  a 
house  of  commons  which  placed  more  confidence  in  a 
government  than  this  house  did  in  the  present  govern- 
ment.    He  would  now  advert  to  the  Italian  portion  of 
the  question.     Part  of  the  money  involved  in  this  bill 
was  for  transporting  the  Piedmontese  troops  to  the  seat 
of  war.      He   thought   the    conduct  of    the   King   of 
Sardinia,  as  an  ally,  -was  beyond   all   praise.     But  of 
course  the  Sardinian  government   expected   to   obtain 
the  moral  support  of  this  country  for  an  object  they  had 
much  at  heart,  to  see  a  better  state  of  things  prevail  in 
Italy.     They  perceived  that  in  the  Papal  States  great 
oppressions   were   going   on,  while   outside   the  towns 
there  was  an  organised  system  of  brigandage.     In  the 
Two  Sicilies  some  of  the  best  men  were  still  suffering  in 
the  Neapolitan  dungeons,  and  though   their  sufferings 
had  been  most  powerfully  exposed  by  Mr.  Gladstone, 
he  could  not  learn  that  any  improvement  had  taken 
place.     In   Tuscany,    the   old  mild   system   had  been 
exchanged    for    an    inquisitorial   stystem,   which    was 
a  disgrace  to  a  civilised  government.     What  aggravated 
the  matter  was,  that  these  evils  were  taking  place,  not 
so  much  from  domestic  misgovernment,  but  that  one 
part   of  the  states  of  the   church  was  occupied  by  an 
Austrian  army,  while  Rome  itself  was  occupied  by  a 
French  army.     In  former  cases  the  occupation  was  but 
temporary,  but  in  the  present  case  the  French  occupa- 
tion of  Rome  had  continued  for  five  years,  and  there 
was  no  symptom  whatever  of  its   coming   to  an  end. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  admitted  everywhere  that  if 
the^French  and  Austrian  troops  were  withdrawn,  the 
authority  of  the  Pope  would  be  denied,  and  a  govern- 
ment more  consistent  with  justice  would  be  established. 
This  was  a  great  disturbance  of  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe,  which  the  influence  of  the  British  govern- 
ment ought  to   be   exerted   to  put  an   end   to.     Was 
it  not  possible  that  the  French,  Austrian,  and  English 
governments  might  be  able  to  devise   some  beneficial 
system    of   government    in    those    states  ?      Had    the 
war     terminated,    he     could    not    doubt     that    this 
would   have   been   one   of  the   first  matters  to   which 
the  King  of  Sardinia  would  have  called  the  attention  of 
our  government.     Unhappily,  we  had  no  present  pros- 
pect of  peace,  and  therefore  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  government  to  the  question  now.     He  was  quite 
sure  that  his  noble  friend  would  be  most  glad  to  em- 
brace any  opportunity  that  would  enable  him  to  effect 
that  object.     He  could  not  see  that  there  ought  to  be 


much  difficulty  in  the  matter.  He  had  no  doubt  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  would  be  most  happy  to  con- 
cert some  such  measure  with  our  government.  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  an  old  subject  of  complaint.  From 
the  days  of  Petrarch  to  Fiiicaja— from  the  days  of 
Filicaja  to  the  present  day — the  complaint  of  all  the 
great  men  of  Italy  had  been  the  domination  of  the 
foreigner.  But  though  the  evil  was  old,  it  need  not  be 
perpetual,  and  he  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  the 
English  government,  checking  the  wild  spirit  of 
Mazzini  and  his  followers,  and  encouraging  constitu- 
tional and  moderate  principles,  would  help  forward  the 
growth  of  industry,  peace,  and  civilisation.- — Mr. 
Wilkinson  thought  the  present  was  not  a  very  oppor- 
tune moment  for  introducing  the  subject.  It  seemed 
of  a  piece  with  the  speech  of  Mr.  Gladstone  the  other 
night,  who  called  up  all  the  powers  of  his  eloquence 
and  ingenuity  to  exaggerate  the  resources  of  Russia, 
and  to  depreciate  those  of  Great  Britain  and  her  allies. 
He  contended  that  the  only  course  left  for  the  allies 
now  was  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously,  as  the  only 
means  of  obtaining  peace. — Lord  Palmerston  did  not 
complain  of  the  course  taken  by  Lord  J.  Russell.  He 
had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  these  questions  when  in 
office,  and  now  that  he  was  out  of  office  he  had  more 
leisure  to  turn  his  attention  to  them.  He  quite  admitted 
the  responsibility  pressing  upon  the  government.  No 
man  ought  to  have  engaged  in  the  war  without  first 
having  satisfied  his  mind  that  the  cause  was  just,  and 
the  sacrifices  to  be  made  by  the  country  were  for  an 
adequate  object.  It  must  indeed  be  a  grave  reason 
which  could  induce  a  man  who  was  a  party  to  the  com- 
mencement, and,  up  to  a  recent  period,  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  now  to  change  his  opinion,  to  repre- 
sent the  war  as  unjust  and  unnecessary,  and  to  anticipate 
disaster  and  ruin.  He  did  not  apply  these  remarks  to 
his  noble  friend,  to  whom  he  would  only  say  that  the 
government  were  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
their  position.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  generous 
spirit  of  that  house,  and  he  was  sure  the  views  they 
had  heard  from  a  few  members  had  found  no  echo  out 
of  doors.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  the  govern- 
ment should  enter  into  any  explanations  upon  the  sub- 
jects touched  upon  by  his  noble  friend.  But  he  might 
state  with  regard  to  one  of  those  points,  that  he  had  no 
reason  to  believe  the  Turkish  government  differed  at 
all  in  their  view  of  the  Austrian  proposals  from  those  of 
England  and  France.  If  at  any  future  time  they  should 
come  to  a  different  conclusion  from  the  western  powers, 
that  would  be  matter  for  grave  deliberation  ;  but  he 
could  not  conceal  from  the  house  that  England  and 
France  had  at  least  fully  as  great  an  interest  in  this 
matter  as  Turkey  herself.  But  up  to  the  present 
moment,  and  he  hoped  it  was  likely  to  continue,  there 
was  perfect  unan  imity  of  opinion  be  tween  the  governments 
of  England  and  France.  He  cordially  concurred  in  Lord 
John's  eulogy  of  the  cordiality  existing  between  the  go- 
vernments of  France  and  England,  which  might,  in  fact, 
be  considered  as  one  cabinet.  He  adverted  to  the  delay  in 
the  formation  of  the  foreign  legion,  delays  which  were 
now  being  rapidly  overcome,  and  he  hoped  before  the 
autumn  passed  he  would  be  able  to  send  a  reinforcement 
of  them  to  the  Crimea.  He  then  adverted  to  the  state 
of  Italy.  After  eulogising  the  constitutional  conduct 
of  the  king  and  the  people  of  Sardinia,  he  referred  to  the 
contrast  presented  in  the  Roman  states  and  the  king- 
dom of  Naples.  Foreign  influence  in  all  states  was 
fatal  to  their  well-being.  Foreign  influence  obtained 
by  arms  was  still  worse  ;  and,  in  Italy,  unluckily,  both 
were  in  full  sway.  It  was  vain  to  deny  that  Naples  waf 
under  the  influence  of  Russia,  showing  the  manner  in 
which  an  enemy  obtained  influence  over  countries 
whose  territories  were  far  separated  from  her.  But  the 
house  must  see  that  these  were  difficult  and  delicate 
topics  to  handle,  and  that  nothing  could  be  less  desirable 
than  that  there  should  be  discussions  in  this  house 
or  communications  from  the  government  tending  to 
throw  a  shade  of  coldness  over  our  relations  with  either 
of  those  governments.  With  regard  to  the  occupation 
of  foreign  troops,  the  French  garrison  of  Rome  had 
been  reduced,  the  Austrian  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  Tuscany,  and  they  had  not  been  increased  in  other 
parts  of  Italy.     With  regard  to  Austria,  he  might  state 
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that  all  allegations  as  if  she  were  changing  her  policy 
towards  the  allies  were  unfounded.  Whether  she  ever 
took  the  field  with  her  allies  or  not,  of  one  thing  he 
was  certain,  that  she  would  never  take  the  field  against 
them.  He  deplored  the  state  of  Italy  sincerely,  and  if 
the  removal  of  foreign  troops  would  establish  good 
government,  he  would  say,  let  the  troops  go  to-morrow. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  road  from  bad  to  good  govern- 
ment was  not  always  smooth  and  easy;  great  prepara- 
tions and  much  caution  were  required.  After  referring 
to  the  efforts  that  were  made  some  time  ago  for  ad- 
ministrative reform  in  the  papal  states,  backed  by  all 
the  continental  powers,  he  stated  that  the  French  and 
English  cabinets  were  united  in  the  wish  to  improve 
the  condition  of  that  country,  and  to  facilitate  its 
amelioration  and  independence. — Mr.  Henley  said  he 
could  not  see  why  the  subject  was  introduced  at  all.  It 
seemed  only  to  be  intended  as  the  introduction  of 
another  apple  of  discord,  embarrassing  the  government 
at  a  time  when  they  had  enough  on  their  hands  to 
carry  on  the  war.  He  thought  that  war  might  have 
been  prevented,  but  now  that  we  were  in  the  war,  he 
could  not  say  that  he  had  yet  seen  any  fair  or  honour- 
able prospect  of  getting  out  getting  out  of  it.  He  saw 
no  prospect  of  peace  irom  the  Vienna  conferences; 
the  perusal  of  the  papers  had  given  him  the  impression 
that  none  of  the  parties  went  there  to  make  peace,  and 
he  believed  there  was  nothing  for  this  country  now  but 
to  fight  it  out. 

At  the  evening  sitting,  Mr.  Stafford  moved  for 
papers  respecting  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  Army  and 
Nary  in  the  East.  He  justified  the  disclosures  which 
had  been  made  of  the  unnecessary  sufferings  of  the 
army,  without  which,  he  said,  their  sufferings  would 
have  been  still  worse.  He  quoted  extracts  from  the 
evidence  of  several  staff  and  regimental  surgeons,  to 
show  the  frightful  evils  which  existed  in  the  army  about 
Christmas  last.  He  quoted,  also,  the  suggestions  they 
made  for  an  improvement  of  the  system,  and  asked  the 
government  whether  they  had  adopted  those  sugges- 
tions.— Mr.  Peel,  in  reply  to  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Stafford,  entered  into  some  detail  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  hospitals  in  the  Crimea,  and  first  he  stated 
that  an  impartial  commission  had  been  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  hospitals  on  the  18th 
of  Juno.  At  present  there  were  few  sick  or  wounded 
either  in  the  military  or  civil  hospitals,  and  the  reason 
was  that  there  was  little  sickness  in  the  army.  They 
had,  however,  made  great  provision  for  emergencies, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  always  continue  to  be  before- 
hand with  these  contingencies.  He  hoped  and  believed 
Sebastopol  would  fall  this  summer  ;  but  the  government 
did  not  trust  too  much  to  that,  but  had  made  provision 
for  the  army  to  winter  again  in  the  Crimea.  With  re- 
spect to  the  military  medical  department,  he  stated  that 
it  was  intended  to  appoint  a  head  over  every  separate 
department,  such  as  the  purveyor's  branch,  the  apothe- 
cary's. &c. ;  and  that  over  all  a  military  medical  chief 
should  be  placed.  With  regard  to  the  motion,  he  had 
no  objection  to  give  the  ordinary  medical  reports  asked 
for.  The  motion,  amended  in  some  of  its  points,  was 
then  acceded  to. 

The  house  having  gone  into  a  committee  of  finance, 
Mr.  V.  Smith  proceeded  to  recapitulate  a  multitude  of 
facts  and  figures,  tending  to  explain  the  Financial 
Condition  of  our  Indian  Empire  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  year.  Thu  ultimate  result  of  the  revenue  re- 
turns from  the  several  provinces  showed  a  gross  income 
of  20,351,239*.,  leaving  a  surplus  of  421,227/.  beyond  the 
expenditure.  This  excess,  lie  admitted,  was  less  by 
200,000/.  than  the  estimate  formed  a  twelvemonth  since 
by  his  predecessor  at  the  Board  of  Control;  but  he 
showed  that  this  diminution  arose  chiefly  from  the  aug- 
mentation of  outlay,  and  not  from  a  falling  off  in  tie 
receipts.  In  the  current  year  he  was  obliged  to  calcu- 
late upon  a  gross  deficiency  of  at  least  three  millions  in 
the  income  as  compared  with  the  expenditure,  and  con- 
fessed that  no  adequate  means  had  been  suggested  for 
filling  up  the  chasm.  For  the  future,  he  nevertheless 
considered  that  the  prospects  of  the  country  were  im- 
proving, much  of  the  recent  outlay  having  been  devoted 
to  railroads  and  other  public  works,  whose  development, 
both  from  public  and  private  enterprise,  promised  here- 


after to  enhance  in  a  most  material  degree  the  prosperit ; 
and  resources  of  India.  Mr.  V.  Smith  then  adverted  to 
various  topics  connected  with  the  social  condition  of  thu 
natives,  and  the  administrative  system  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Eastern  empire,  and  pointed  out  many  fea- 
tures and  incidents  which,  as  he  believtd,  testified  to  a 
continuous  and  considerable  improvement  in  the  well- 
being  of  the  subjects  and  the  efficiency  of  the  official 
organisation  of  the  East  India  Company. — Mr.  Bright 
analysed  the  recent  operation  which  had  taken  place 
with  regard  to  the  Indian  debt,  contending  that  the  re- 
duction of  interest,  followed  so  speedily  by  the  issue  of  a 
new  loan,  was  altogether  collusive  and  indefensible. 
The  Indian  government,  he  believed,  had  practically 
deceived  the  public  and  defrauded  its  creditors.  After 
pursuing  at  much  length  his  comments  upon  the 
financial  position  of  the  Indian  government,  Mr.  Bright 
concluded  by  moving  as  an  amendment  a  resolution 
setting  forth  that  in  the  opinion  of  the.  house,  with  a 
view  to  bring  the  state  of  the  finances  of  India  more 
clearly  before  parliament,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Board 
of  Control  for  the  Affairs  of  India  should  consider  the 
practicability  of  making  up  the  annual  accounts  of  the 
revenues  of  India  on  the  30th  of  October  instead  of  on 
the  30th  of  April,  and  of  laying  before  parliament,  dur- 
ing the  month  of  March  in  each  year,  a  complete  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Indian 
treasury  during  the  preceding,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
anticipated  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  current 
year. —  Sir  J.  W.  Hogg,  referring  to  the  statement  that 
torture  had  been  employed  in  India  as  an  instrument 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  vindicated  the  civil 
servants  of  the  company  from  complicity  in  that  crime. 
He  could  not  deny  the  existence  of  the  practice  alto- 
gether, but  declared  that  it  was  unknown  among  the 
class  of  European  employes,  and  was  diligently  sup- 
pressed and  punished  when  discovered  by  the  superior 
functionaries  in  the  service. — The  discussion,  which  sub- 
sequently related  almost  entirely  to  the  question  of  tor- 
ture as  an  element  of  the  Indian  system  of  finance,  was 
somewhat  warmly  continued  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Phillimore, 
Mr.  Otway,  Mr.  Henley,  Sir  C.  Wood,  Mr.  Whiteside, 
and  Mr.  R.  Mangles. — Mr.  D.  Seymour  briefly  de- 
fended the  administration  of  the  East  India  Company 
in  its  financial  department. — After  some  renyirks  from 
Mr.  V.  Scully,  the  original  resolutions,  which  were  of 
a  formal  character,  were  put  and  agreed  to  unanimously, 
Mr.  Bright's  amendment,  with  a  slight  modification, 
being  embodied  in  the  series. 

The  consideration  in  committee  of  the  Charitable 
Tmsts  Bill  was  then  resumed,  and  the  remaining 
clauses  disposed  of,  all  the  provisions  conferring  judicial 
powers  on  the  commissioners  being  successively  sur- 
rendered. 

On  Wednesday,  Aug.  8,  the  Burials  Bill  was  read 
a  third  time  after  some  discussion  upon  an  additional 
clause  proposed  by  Lord  Ebkington,  which  was  carried 
to  a  division,  but  negatived  by  a  majority  of  29  to  26 — 3. 
The  bill  then  passed. 

The  Criminal  Justice  Bill  was  also  read  a  third  time 
and  passed,  several  amendments  and  additional  clauses 
having  been  successively  proposed  and  negatived  amidst 
a  miscellaneous  conversation. 

The  Crime  and  Outrac/e  (Ireland)  Act  Continuance 
Bill  was  passed  through  committee,  Mr.  Horsman 
agreeing  to  fix  July  1  instead  of  August  31,  as  the  date 
when  the  act  should  expire. 

The  Charitable  Trusts  Bill  was  reported  with  the 
amendments  made  in  committee,  and  ordered  to  stand 
for  a  third  reading  this  day. 

On  the  order  ot  the  day  for  going  into  committee  on 
the  Despatch  of  Business  (Court  of  Chancery)  Bill, 
Mr.  Hadfield'  objected  to  proceed  with  the  measure 
at  a  time  when  no  opportunity  could  be  found  lor  its 
proper  discussion.  He  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
the  committee  be  deferred  for  three  months.  On  a 
division  there  appeared  35  votes  against  this  amendment 
and  none  for  it.  The  house  accordingly  went  into  com- 
mittee on  the  bill,  but  the  chairman  was  immediately 
ordered  to  report  progress,  the  hour  for  adjournment 
having  arrived. 

On/l'hursday,  Aug.  9,  the  house  having  gone  into 
committee  on  the  Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates 
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Bill,  considerable  discussion  took  place  upon  a  new 
clause  which  had  been  introduced  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  inclosure  of  Hampstead-heath  by 
Sir  T.  M.  Wilson,  the  proprietor  of  the  soil.  The  clause 
was  resisted  on  the  ground  that  it  was  undignified  for 
the  legislature  to  aim  its  measures  against  a  single 
individual.  After  considerable  debate,  the  opponents  of 
the  clause  persisting  in  their  antagonism,  the  Solicitor- 
General  withdrew  the  bill  altogether. 

Mr.  Wilson,  in  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr. 
Thornely,  said  that  some  of  the  existing  arrangements 
respecting  the  Conveyance  of  Newspapers  by  Post 
having  been  found  inconvenient,  the  Treasury,  at  the 
request  of  the  Postmaster-General,  had  consented  to 
allow  unstamped  journals  to  pass  free  to  the  colonies 
and  foreign  countries  with  the  addition  of  a  single 
postage  label.  No  change,  he  added,  was  to  he  made 
in  the  regulations  respecting  the  inland  conveyance  of 
newspapers. 

Captain  Scobell  moved  for  a  select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  Government  of  the  Navy.  Some  dis- 
cussion took  place,  but  was  stopped  by  the  house  being 
counted  out. 

On  Saturday,  August  11,  the  Limited  Liabilites 
Bill  was  brought  down  from  the  Lords  with  amend- 
ments. The  amendments  were  agreed  to  and  the  bill 
passed. 

On  Tuesday,  August  14,  while  the  house  awaited 
Black  Rod  to  summon  them  to  hear  the  Queen's  Speech, 
Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  war,  with  a  view  of  eliciting  from  Lord 
Palmerston  a  declaration  that  the  government  are  deter- 
mined to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour  during  the 
recess.  He  said  he  was  old  enough  to  recollect  that  at 
the  close  of  the  last  war  we  had  80,000  British  troops, 
and  40,000  Portuguese  troops  ^commanded  by  British 
officers,  on  the  coast  of  Spain  ;  besides  which,  we 
assisted  the  Spanish  government,  maintained  troops  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  made  war  in  Canada.  Com- 
paring these  numbers  with  those  in  the  Crimea,  it  will 
be  seen,  he  contended,  that  there  is  a  great  falling  off 
in  energy  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  The  government 
must  desire  to  reinforce  the  army  in  the  Crimea;  but 
they  have  not  taken  means,  by  augmenting  the  bounty 
and  affording  other  facilities,  to  raise  recruits.  He 
pointed  out  that  there  are  320,000  men  in  India,  40,000 
of  whom  are  British  soldiers  ;  seven  seasoned  battalions 
at  the  Cape,  two  in  Ceylon — in  fact,  ten  battalions  of 
seasoned  soldiers  who  might  be  made  available  for 
service  in  the  Crimea,  by  sending  Native  Indian  Irre- 
gular Cavalry  to  the  Cape,  and  Sepoys  to  the  Mauritius, 
Ceylon,  and  Hongkong.  It  would  be  easy  to  increase 
the  Native  forces  in  India,  and  have  120,000  British 
soldiers  ready  for  service  in  the  Crimea  in  three  months. 
He  further  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  state  and 
numbers  of  the  Foreign  Legion  and  the  Turkish  Con- 
tingent ;  and  suggested  that  a  brigade  of  5000  men 
should  be  drawn  from  the  Irish  constabulary.  With 
regard  to  a  Polish  Legion— that  is  a  matter  of  delicacy. 
But  all  Poland  is  not  Austrian  ;  and  if  it  is  desired  to 
show  deference  to  Austria,  let  there  be  a  special  pro- 
vision that  no  subjects  of  the  Gallician  provinces  shall 
be  enrolled,  but  only  Russian  Poles.  We  ought  to  take 
an  opportunity  of  showing  how  small  is  the  minority 
which  concurs  in  gloomy  views,  and  statements  like 
those  made  by  the  noble  lord  who  distinguished  or  rather 
extinguished  himself  at  Vienna. — Lord  Palmerston 
said  that  nobody  was  more  entitled  than  Sir  De  Lacy 
Evans  to  express  his  opinions  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  ; 
and  the  suggestions  just  made  should  receive  the 
deepest  consideration.  When  Sir  De  Lacy  heard  the 
Queen's  speech,  he  would  find  that  the  views  entertained 
by  her  Majesty  were  in  accordance  with  those  previously 
expressed  by  the  government.  It  is  true  that  a  larger 
army  was  in  the  field  at  the  close  of  the  last  war  than 
is  now  in  the  Crimea  ;  but  if  the  first  year  oi  the 
Peninsular  War  be  taken,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
efforts  we  are  now  making  are  greater  than  those  made 
by  the  British  government  at  the  commencement  of  that 
war.  Lord  Palmerston  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
of  the  message  from  the  Lords,  and  he  concluded  by 
repeating  his  assurance  that  Sir  De  Lacy's  sugges- 
tions should  receive  full  consideration. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 


House  of  Lords — Monday,   July  30th.— Roval  A&sent  to  a 
number  of  bills.      Nuisances   Bill   committed.     Coal    Mines 
Inspection  bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.     Militia  ( I 
Qualification  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

"1st.  —  Metropolis   Management   Bill  reported.  of 

Speaker  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Thursday,  August  2nd.— Dissenters  Marriages  Bill  reported. 
Public  Offices  Extension  Bill  read  a  second  time.     E 
Duties  Bill  read  a  second  time.     Turkish  Loan  Bill  read  .•  fir  t 
time.     Sale  of  Beer  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

3rd.— Office  of  Speaker  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  pai   i  d. 
Metropolitan   Buildings   Bill  read  a  second  time.     Cu 
Laws  Consolidation  Bill  read  a  second  time.     Passenger  Arc 
Amendment  Bill  read  a  second  time.     Turkish  Loan  Bill  read 
a  second  time. 

6th.— Sale  of  Beer  Bill  read  a  second  time.     Metp 
Local  Management  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passei  1.     i . 
Duties  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.     Turkish  Loan  Bill 
reported.     Ordnance  Board  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

7th. — Limited  Liability  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Sale  of 
Beer  Bill  committed.  Customs  Tariff  Acts  Amendment  and 
Consolidation  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Customs 
Laws  Consolidation  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Tm-kish 
Loan  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Ordnance  Board  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland) 
Advances  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Appropriation  Bid  read 
first  time. 

9th. -Public-houses  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  tin  e. 
Nuisances  Removal  and  Diseases  Prevention  Acts  Consolida- 
tion Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Public  Health  Act 
(1S04)  Continuance  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Diseases  Preven- 
tion Bill  read  a  second  time.  Limited  Liability  Bill  commii 
Appropriation  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Exchequer  Bills 
(7,0(10,000?.)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

10th.— Public    Health    (No.   2)  Bill    read  a   second    time. 
Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland)  Advances   Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.     Appropriation  Bill  committed.     Public-houses 
(Ireland)  Bill  committed.     Public  Health  Act  (1854)  Continu- 
ance Bill  committed.     Exchequer  Bills  (7,000,000!,)  Bill  con 
mitted.     Limited  Liability  Bill  reported, 
11th.— Limited  Liability  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
13th. — Appropriation  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
14th. — Royal  Assent  to  seventy-six  public  and  private  bills, 
including  the  Turkish  Loau  Bill,  Religious  Worship  Bill,  Sale 
of  Beer,  &c.  Bill,  Metropolis  Local   Management  Bill,  Charit- 
able Trusts  Bill,  Limited  Liability  Bill,  Despatch  of  Busi 
(Court  of  Chancery)  Bill,  Criminal  Justice  Bill,  and  Union  of 
Contiguous  Benefices  Bill.    Prorogation  of  Parliament  to  the 
23rd  October. 

Homt  of  Commons.— Monday,  July  30th.— Sal-  of  Beer  Bill 
read  a  second  time.  Limited  Liability  Bill  reported.  Part- 
nership Amendment  Bill  withdrawn.  Metropolitan  Buildings 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed 

31st.  —  Committee  of  Supply,  Supplemental  Estimates. 
Turkish  Loan  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Fisheries 
Bill  reported.     Sale  of  Beer  Bill  in  committee. 

Wednesday,  August  1st.— Carlisle  Canonries  Bill  in  com- 
mittee.    Union  of  Contiguous  Benefices  Bill  reported. 

2nd.— Committee  of  Supply,  Supplemental  Estimates.   Ways 
and  Means,  Chancellor  of  Exchequer's  resolutions.     Sa 
Beer  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.     Limited  Liability 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.     Crime  and  Oi; 
land)  Bill  read  a  second    time.      Dwellings   for   Labouring 
Classes  Bill  reported. 

3rd.— Public  Health  Bill  committed.  Exchequer  Bills  I  ill 
read  a  first  time.  Appropriation  Bill  read  a  first  time. 
Fisheries  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

4th.— Appropriation  Bill  read  a  second  time.     Exoh 
Bills  (7,000,000(.)  Bill  read  a  second  time.    Ordnance  1 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.     Public  Health  Act(lS5i) 
Continuance  and  Amendment   Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.     Dwellings   for  Labouring  Classes  Bill  read  a  thj  d 
time  and  passed. 

6th — Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland)  Advances  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed.  Diseases  Prevention  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  Criminal  Justice  Bill  read  a  third  time.  Charit- 
able Trusts  Bill  in  committee.  Crime  and  Outrage  (Ireland) 
Continuance  Bill  in  committee. 

7th.— Appropriation  Bill  passed.  Militia  Pay  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed.  Charitable  Trusts  Bill  committed. 
Hospitals  in  the  East;  Mr.  Stafford's  motion.  Indian  Ac- 
counts ;  Mr.  Vernon  Smith's  statement. 

8th, — Burials  Bill  read  a  third  time  aud  passed.  Criminal 
Justice  Bill  passed.  Crime  and  Outrage  (Ireland)  Bill  com- 
mitted. East  India  Company's  Accounts ;  report  received. 
Accidents  on  Railways  Bill  withdrawn. 

9th.— Charitable  Trusts  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  pas...;. 
Leases  and  Sales  of  Settled  Estates  Bill  withdrawn.     Desj  ateh 
of  Business  (Court  of  Chancery)  Bill  in  committee.     Metro 
Local  Management  Bill ;  Lords'  amendments  agreed  to. 

10th.— Despatch  of  Business  (Court  of  Chancery)  Bill  read 
a  third  time  aud  passed.  Nuisances  Removal  Bill ;  Lords' 
amendments  agreed  to  Ordnance  Board  Bill ;  Lords'  amend- 
ments agreed  to.  Sale  of  Beer  Bill;  Lords'  amendments 
agreed  to. 
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11th. — Limited  Liability  Bill;  Lords'  amendments  agreed 
•>.     Union  of  Contiguous  Benefices  Bill;  Commons'  amend- 
ments not  insisted  on.     Burials  Bill;    Lords'  amendments 
:d  to. 
14th. — Conduct  of  the  War  ;  Speeches  of  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans 
a  ud  Lord  Palmerstou. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

There  have  been  trials  at  the  Warwick  Assizes,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  case  of  Cruelty  in  the  Birmingham  Gaol 
in  1853.  Lieutenant  Austin,  late  governor  of  the  gaol 
in  succession  to  Captain  Maconochie,  was  first  indicted 
alone  for  illegally  assaulting  Andrews,  a  prisoner.  This 
charge  was  fully  made  out.  Andrews  was  a  lad.  He 
was  said  to  have  been  guilty  of  irregular  conduct,  and 
Riven  to  making  a  great  noise  ;  and  as  a  punishment 
Lieutenant  Austin  ordered  him  to  be  placed  in  the 
"jacket,"  a  very  rigorous  strait-waistcoat,  and  strapped 
to  the  wall ;  he  was  also  ordered  to  perform  10,000  re- 
Tolations  of  the  crank  daily,  and  deprived  of  any  food 
except  bread  and  water  if  he  did  not  complete  the  task. 
Sometimes  water  was  thrown  over  prisoners  when  in 
the  jacket,  and  it  was  supposed  they  were  "shamming 
fainting  or  something  of  that  sort."  Andrews  came  in 
for  his  share  of  the  water.  Competent  witnesses,  as 
Mr.  Sherwin,  the  gaol  chaplain,  deposed  that  he  was  of 
a  mild  disposition ;  always  pained  and  anxious  ;  and 
that  he  complained  of  being  too  weakly  for  the  heavy 
crank  labour,  and  "  appeared  so  too."  One  morning 
he  was  found  hanging  in  his  cell.  The  judge  said  that 
the  use  of  the  strait-waistcoat,  the  collar,  and  water, 
were  clearly  illegal  punishments.  The  jury  found  Lieu- 
tenant Austin  guilty.  Austin  and  Blount,  the  surgeon, 
were  then  indicted  for  assaulting  one  Hunt,  a  person 


A  public  meeting  in  favour  of  the  Restoration  of 
Poland  was  held  at  St.  Martin's  Hall  on  the  8th  inst. 
It  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  1st,  but  was  postponed 
in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans, 
wl.o  was  to  have  presided.  The  Earl  of  Harrington 
now  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large  assem- 
blage, among  whom  were  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Lord  Ebring- 
ton,  and  other  persons  of  distinction.  Lord  Ebrington 
moved,  and  Sir  R.  Peel  seconded,  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  restoration  of  Poland  would  afford  the 
best  security  for  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of 
power.  They  advocated  the  formation  of  a  Polish 
legion,  and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  But 
there  was  a  hostile  party  present,  who  contrived  to 
defeat  the  object  of  the  meeting.  Towards  its  close, 
Mr.  Collett  moved  an  amendment,  which  was  seconded, 
asserting  that  "  so  long  as  Lord  Palmerston  was  minister 
no  proposition  for  the  restoration  of  Poland  can  be  any- 
thing but  a  delusion  and  a  snare."  The  chairman 
suggested  that  the  original  resolution  should  be  first  put, 
as  it  only  formed  part  of  a  series  ;  Mr.  Collett  objected  ; 
hence  great  disturbance ;  during  which  the  Earl  of 
Harrington  left  the  chair.  The  meeting  having  been 
much  thinned,  Mr.  George  Thompson  appeared,  and 
putting  the  amendment,  declared  it  carried — with  only 
'•  s-ix  "  dissentients. 

The  Administrative  Reform  Association  held  a  meet- 
ing at  the  London  Tavern  on  the  8th  inst., — Mr.  Morley 
in  the  chair, — for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  report  from 
the  committee.  This  was  a  long  document  describing 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  and  containing  a 
proposal  for  the  reform  of  the  Civil  Service.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  itinerant  courts  of  examiners  should  hold 
periodic  sittings,  where  any  British  subject  may  present 
himself  for  examination,  and  if  passed,  may  then  go 
before  a  central  department,  composed  of  three  persons 
nominated  by  the  Crown.  The  examination  to  be  open 
and  competitive ;  and  the  appointments,  as  they  fall 
vacant,  to  be  given  to  the  candidates  "  with  the  highest 
number  of  marks."  The  report  also  approved  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  "Willes  to  a  Judgeship,  and  Sir 
William  Molesworth  to  the  Colonial  Office  ;  and  urged 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Rowland  Hill  as  Postmaster- 
General.  The  chairman  moved,  and  Mr.  Tite 
seconded,  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was 
adopted  accordingly. 


considered  insane.  The  assault  consisted  of  putting  on 
the  jacket,  and  thrusting  salt  into  the  prisoner's  mouth 
when  he  furiously  yelled,  strove  to  bite,  and  kicked  at 
everybody.  In  this  case  the  jury  acquitted  the  accused 
of  unnecessary  violence.  In  two  other  cases  both  Austin 
and  Blount  were  found  guilty  of  omitting  to  make  cer- 
tain entries  in  the  prison  books.  The  parties  convicted 
have  not  been  brought  up  for  judgment. 

An  uncommon  trial  took  place  at  the  Bristol  Assizes 
— an  action  brought  by  an  officer  in  the  Militia  against 
a  lady  for  Breach  of  Promise  of  Marriage.  Mr.  John 
Holder,  Captain  in  the  Fifth  Lancashire  Militia,  now  at 
Aldershott,  brought  his  action  to  recover  damages  from 
Miss  Josling,  a  young  lady  of  considerable  fortune.  It 
appears  that  Captain  Holder  offered  Miss  Josling  his 
hand  at  a  time  when  she  had  just  lost  her  parents,  and 
was  nearly  friendless.  She  accepted  the  offer,  out  of  a 
feeling  of  gratitude,  as  she  alleged.  The  wedding-day 
was  fixed,  and  the  bridesmaids  appointed.  Meanwhile, 
Mr.  Josling,  an  elder  brother  of  the  bride,  returned 
home ;  questioned  his  sister  ;  found  she  had  no  affection 
for  the  gallant  Captain,  and  advised  her  frankly  to  state 
as  much.  She  did  so  ;  and  thereupon,  in  the  words  of 
his  counsel,  Captain  Holder  "was  so  much  agonised 
that  he  felt  it  necessary  for  his  own  honour  to  bring 
this  action."  The  plaintiff's  attorney  demanded  as 
much  money  —  400/. —  as  would  pay  for  the  presents 
made  to  Miss  Josling,  the  "  travelling  expenses  "  of  her 
lover,  and  the  lawyer's  bill.  Mr.  Justice  Williams  ad- 
ministered a  severe  rebuke  to  the  men  of  obtuse  feelings 
who  would  not  hesitate  to  bring  any  kind  of  action  for 
money,  although  they  made  themselves  the  scorn  of 
every  manly  heart :  whether  the  plaintiff  was  such  a 
man  he  would  leave  the  jury  to  say.  Damages  for  the 
plaintiff— 300/. 

The  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the 
Police  concluded  their  examination  of  witnesses  on  the 
2nd  instant.  At  the  close  of  the  proceedings,  the  Pre- 
sident stated,  that  in  consequence  of  the  volume  of  the 
evidence,  and  the  duties  he  and  his  colleagues  had  to 
discharge,  some  time  must  elapse  before  they  could 
make  a  report. 

At  the  Carlisle  Assizes,  on  the  6th  inst.,  Edward 
Wilson  was  tried  on  the  charge  of  Forging  and  Uttering 
a  Cheque  for  539/.  12*.  8d.  on  the  Cumberland  and  Car- 
lisle Bank.  The  prisoner  was  formerly  clerk  to  Mr. 
Mounsey,  a  solicitor  at  Carlisle,  and  had  thus  an  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  signature  of 
Messrs.  Hodgson,  another  law  firm.  These  gentlemen 
have  an  account  at  the  bank.  On  Saturday  the  3rd 
February,  the  bank  received  a  letter  from  the  "  Rev. 
Thomas  Sanderson,  Langford  Vicarage,  near  Lancaster," 
enclosing  another  purporting  to  be  written  by  Messrs. 
Hodgson  to  the  clergyman,  containing  an  account  of  the 
sale  of  some  property,  and  an  order  on  the  bank  in  Mr. 
Sanderson's  favour  for  539/.  12s.  Ud.  The  clergyman 
wrote  to  the  bank  that  he  had  applied  too  late  at  the 
office  on  Friday  afternoon  ;  he  was  obliged  to  leave  for 
his  parish  ;  would  the  bank  forward  him  a  cheque  for 
the  money  ?  The  bank  was  deceived,  and  sent  a  cheque 
on  Hankey's,  in  London.  Wilson  had  written  to  the 
postmaster  at  Langford,  requesting  that  a  letter  missent 
there  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sanderson  might  be  forwarded 
to  Carlisle.  By  this  means  he  got  the  cheque.  He 
then  hastened  to  Langford,  and  posted  a  letter  to  the 
bank  in  acknowledgment  of  the  cheque,  thus  preventing 
suspicion.  He  next  went  to  London,  and  obtained  cash 
for  the  cheque.  He  received  a  bank-note  for  500/.,  and 
four  five-pound  notes.  The  500/.  note  was  changed  for 
sovereigns  at  the  Bank  of  England,  no  doubt  by  Wilson. 
So  far  the  rogue  was  safe.  But  with  the  five  pound 
notes  he  took  some  watches  and  chains  out  of  pledge  at 
Luxmoore's,  in  St.  Martin's-lane  ;  the  shopman  indorsed 
the  notes  "  Wilson,"  and  he  knew  the  prisoner.  It 
happened  that  some  considerable  time  elapsed  before 
Messrs.  Hodgson  discovered  that  a  cheque  for  539/.  had 
been  paid  on  their  account.  In  the  meanwhile,  Wilson 
had  taken  his  plunder  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  bought  a 
house  there,  and  was  living  in  it  with  his  mother.  The 
police  were  set  to  work ;  the  five-pound  notes  had  not 
been  returned  to  the  Bank  of  England  ;  they  were 
"  stopped."  When  presented  they  were  traced  to  Lux- 
moore's ;  thence  to  Wilson;  and  step  by  step  the  whole 
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fraud  was  made  clear.  Mr.  Mounscy  and  a  clerk  proved 
that  the  letters  purporting  to  be  written  by  "  Mr.  San- 
derson "  were  in  Wilson's  writing.  He  was  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  be  transported  for  twenty  years. 

A  gang  of  burglars  were  courageously  repulsed  while 
Attempting  to  Rob  the  house  of  Captain  Newton,  near 
Stockport,  in  the  night  of  the  8th  inst.  Captain  Newton 
is  an  extensive  owner  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood,  a 
portion  of  which  is  let  to  Mr.  Thomas  Savage,  whose 
farm-house  and  buildings  are  separated  from  the  resi- 
dence and  garden  of  Captain  Newton  by  a  brick  wall 
about  12  to  14  fett  high.  The  inmates,  besides  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Newton,  were  a  footman  and  two  domestic 
servants.  In  the  farm-house  with  Mr.  Thomas  Savage 
lives  his  brother  William,  who  is  a  stout  and  powerful 
young  man,  and  several  farm  servants.  During  the 
night  ..bove  mentioned,  William  Savage  had  occasion 
to  be  out  late,  and  returned  home  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  when  he  saw  two  ladders  reared  against 
the  wall.  On  making  up  to  the  spot  he  was  instantly 
seized  by  two  men,  who  got  him  down  upon  the  pave- 
ment. He  saw  a  third  man  standing  by,  and  two  others 
soon  appeared,  as  if  they  had  come  down  the  ladders. 
When  down  he  heard  a  clicking  sound,  as  of  the  cocking 
of  a  pistol.  All  the  five  then  made  off  up  the  farmyard 
towards  the  fields ;  some  of  them  were  in  advance  of 
the  others,  but  one  of  them,  when  only  about  four  yards 
off,  turned  round,  and,  seeing  Savage  had  regained  his 
feet,  discharged  a  pistol  at  him.  The  ball  passed  through 
the  upper  part  of  his  hat,  making  a  hole  and  tearing  it. 
Seeing  that  the  men  were  separating,  Savage  made  a 
desperate  run  after  the  hindermost,  and  caught  him  by 
the  back  of  his  coat  collar.  The  man  called  for  help, 
upon  which  the  other  four  returned,  and  again  got 
Savage  upon  the  ground.  He  heard  one  of  them  cock 
a  pistol,  and  another  struck  him  several  times  with  a 
truncheon.  Having  severely  beaten  him,  they  left  him 
prostrate  and  ran  off.  On  examining  the  premises,  it 
was  found  that  the  two  ladders  had  been  brought  by  the 
burglars  from  the  farmyard  of  Mr.  Elkanah  Cheetham, 
about  200  yards  distant. 

Messrs.  Strahan,  Paul,  §  Bates,  appeared  at  Bow- 
street  on  the  loth  inst.,  for  the  tenth  time,  and  were 
again  remanded.  Mr.  Humphreys,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Bodkin,  brought  additional  evidence  tracing  two  of 
Dr.  Griffith's  bonds  to  Coutts  &  Co.  No  additional 
evidence  will  be  offered  until  September.  Bail  was 
proffered  and  accepted  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Bates  ;  the 
sureties  being  Mr.  James  Anderton,  of  Bridge-street, 
Blackfriars,  and  Mr.  Bates,  a  Liverpool  merchant, 
brother  of  the  accused.  Sir  John  Paul  was  brought  up 
on  the  24th,  when  he  was  admitted  to  bail ;  the  sureties 
being  Mr.  Thomas  Graham  of  Reading,  and  Mr.  John 
Wpodhall,  coachbuilde.r  in  Orchard-street. 

The  case  of  Boyle  v.  Cardinal  Wiseman  has  been 
settled  by  agreement  at  the  Croydon  Assizes,  without 
going  to  trial.  The  terms  were,  that  the  defendant  is 
to  pay  100^.  towards  the  costs  of  the  abortive  trial  at 
Guildford,  and  the  whole  of  the  taxed  costs  of  the  trial 
at  Kingston,  and  the  present  action  ;  and  it  was  arranged 
between  the  counsel  that  an  apolngy,  or  retractation, 
should  be  demanded  or  given.  The  costs  to  be  paid,  it 
was  said,  will  amount  to  nearly  1200/. 

At  Maidstone  Assizes,  George  Henry  Smith,  formerly 
postmaster  at  Jersey,  was  tried  for  Murdering  his  Wife 
at  Rochester.  One  morning  he  shot  her  while  she  was 
in  bed.  It  appeared  that  he  had  formerly  been  in  a 
lunatic  asylum  ;  that  since  the  homicide  he  had  been 
decidedly  insane,  and  still  remained  so.  The  jury  ac- 
quitted him  on  the  ground  of  insanity. 

Two  melancholy  cases  of  Suicide  are  mentioned  in 
the  Belfast  papers.  One  was  that  of  a  middle-aged 
man,  in  comfortable  circumstances — a  Mr.  Henry  John 
Gerrard,  a  native  of  London,  who  contrived  to  put  an 
end  to  his  existence  on  Saturday  morning  by  forcibly 
straining  a  leather  strap  round  his  neck.  His  body  was 
found  by  his  sister  lying  on  the  floor,  and  a  copy  of 
1  Carpenter's  Animal  Physiology,"  which  he  appeared 


train  was  approaching,  and,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the 
driver  to  stop  the  engine,  was  instantaneously  killed, 
her  body  being  mangled  in  a  shocking  manner.  The 
unfortunate  woman  had  been  telling  her  children  the 
night  before  that  she  no  longer  knew  how  to  support 
thtm. 

A  shocking  case  of  Murder  and  Suicide  has  occurred 
at  the  village  of  Bradshaw,  near  Bolton.  On  the  8th 
inst.  it  was  discovered  that  a  clog-maker,  named  Thomas 
Jolly,  had  cut  the  throats  of  his  two  children,  and  after- 
wards his  own.  The  man  had  been  a  habitual  drunkard. 
When  discovered,  he  was  quite  dead,  and  his  daughter, 
three  years  old  was  also  dead,  but  his  son,  aged  five, 
was  alive,  but  with  little  hope  of  recovery.  The  poor 
boy  was  able  to  give  some  account  of  the  tragedy.  He 
said  that,  as  his  father  was  taking  him  and  his  sister  up 
stairs,  she  asked  if  they  were  going  to  bed  then.  The 
father  replied,  "  I  am  taking  you  to  your  everlasting 
bed  :  we  will  all  be  buried  together."  The  little  girl 
answered,  "  What,  with  mammy  ?  "  When  they  got 
into  the  room;  Jolly  took  the  girl  and  held  her  so  that 
the  boy  could  not  see  her;  and,  afterwards,  when  her 
father  laid  her  on  the  bed,  and  thus  displayed  the  fatal 
wound  in  her  neck,  the  boy  ;  asked,  "  What  have  you 
done  that  for  ? "  The  father  again  said  something 
about  their  being  buried  together.  From  this  it  is 
supposed  that,  whilst  the  boy  was  between  the  room 
door  and  one  side  of  the  bed,  his  father  took  the  little 
girl  to  the  other  side  of  the  bed,  and,  leaning  upon  it, 
cut  her  throat,  for  there  was  blood  on  the  wall  at  that 
side  of  the  bed,  and  also  upon  the  portion  of  the 
counterpane  which  overhung  the  bed  on  that  side. 
Then  he  had  seized  the  little  boy  and  attempted  to  take 
his  life  in  a  similar  manner ;  but  the  two  wounds  on 
the  left  side  of  his  neck  and  the  cuts  upon  his  fingers 
indicate  that  he  had  offered  all  the  resistance  in  his 
power  to  the  murderous  attack  of  his  father.  In  all 
probability,  the  severe  wound  was  inflicted  whilst  the 
little  fellow  was  on  the  bed,  just  at  the  time  a  neighbour 
entered  the  house  to  search  lor  him  and  the  little  girl  to 
go  to  school,  and  the  noise  she  heard  would  be  caused, 
she  thinks,  by  the  boy  falling  off  the  bed  to  the  place 
where  he  was  afterwards  found,  from  whence  he  could 
see  what  was  subsequently  done  by  his  father,  which  he 
doubtless  did.  The  man  was  a  widower,  his  wife  having 
died  in  childbirth  a  few  months  ago. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  lakge  portion  of  the  village  of  Chamouni  has  been 
Destroyed  by  Fire,  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  July, 
a  fire  broke  out  in  the  Hotel  d'Angleterre,  and  twenty- 
two  houses  were  consumed.  The  Hotels  d'Angleterre, 
de  Londres,  and  de  la  Couronne  were  burnt  down, 
besides  nineteen  houses  belonging  to  the  poorer  in- 
habitants. No  lives  have  been  lost,  but  there  have 
been  sad  accidents.  Half  the  village,  including  part  of 
the  church,  has  been  burnt,  and  a  great  amount  of 
property  destroyed.  A  subscription  has  been  already 
set  on  foot  by  the  English  chaplain,  Mr.  Ferryman,  and 
by  Dr.  Malau,  who  was  at  Chamouni  at  the  time. 
These  gentlemen  were  very  active  in  giving  relief  to  the 
wretched  sufferers,  and  in  aiding  to  extinguish  the  fire. 
Mr.  Albert  Smith  is  receiving  subscriptions  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  inhabitants. 

Miss  Oxley,  a  young  lady  of  five  and  twenty,  daughter 
of  the  late  Dr.  Oxley  of  Bridlington,  has  been  Killed  by 
the  Fall  of  a  Cliff,  under  which  she  was  sitting.  She 
was  walking  on  the  sands  at  Bridlington-quay  with 
another  young  lady,  who  returned  home,  leavi:  g  her 
companion  behind.  As  she  did  not  return,  alarm  was 
excited,  and  it  was  found  that  the  unfortunate  young 
lady  had  been  crushed  to  death  by  a  fall  of  the  cliff  in 
weight  about  30  tons.  The  earth  had  fallen  upon  her 
as  she  was  sitting  t'>  rest  herself. 

The  fuse  manufactory  of  Messrs.  Hawke  and  Co  ,  of 
to  have  spent  a  great  part  of  the  night  readinc*,'was  bv  Gwennap,  in  Cornwall,  has  been  Destroyed  by  a  Gun- 
his  side.     The  deceased  was  described  as  an  artist,  anil   2>oicder  Explosion.    There  were  ten  women  employed  in 

the  manufactory,  and  two  of  them  were  engaged  in 
binding  lengths  of  fuse  called  "rods,"  when  one  of  these 
broke,  and  friction  being  caused  by  the  machinery,  some 


no  cause  was  assigned  for  his  act  of  self-destruction. — 
The  other  case  was  that  of  a  poor  woman,  who  placed 
her  head  on  the  rails  of  the  Ballymena  Railway  when  a 
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loose  powder  was  ignited,  which  communicated  with 
1001b.  weight  of  gunpowder,  and  a  terrific  explosion 
was  the  result.  Two  of  the  women  were  killed,  and  all 
the  others  were  more  or  less  injured.  One  of  the  young 
women  killed  was  to  have  been  married  in  a  few  days. 

A  child  has  been  Killed  by  Lightning  in  its  mother's 
arms.  On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  5th  instant,  the  wife 
of  William  Sprugg,  a  bricklayer,  of  Grimstone,  Norfolk, 
Was  proceeding  to  church  with  her  little  boy,  three  and 
a  half  years  old,  along  a  read  lined  with  trees,  when  a 
storm  came  on,  and  she  took  him  up  in  her  arms  and 
went  along  with  an  umbrella  over  her  head.  Suddenly, 
■when  near  a  tree,  the  lightning  struck  her  at  the  feet, 
and  she  felt,  as  she  describes,  as  if  her  feet  were  sud- 
denly taken  off,  her  strength  instantaneously  gone,  and 
she  was  immediately  unconscious.  She  had  not  seen 
the  light  of  the  flash,  nor  heard  any  sound,  although 
the  electric  fluid  must  have  passed  with  a  great  crash 
down  the  tree,  which  it  tore  as  it  passed,  proceeding 
thence  along  the  ground  to  the  poor  woman's  feet, 
tearing  open  her  boots  and  ripping  up  the  whole  length 
of  her  stockings,  then  passing  up  her  body  as  far  as  her 
breast,  which  as  well  as  her  legs  are  very  much  burnt ; 
and  making  its  way  out  through  her  dress  over  against 
her  left  breast  into  the  child  which  was  held  there, 
killed  it. 

A  very  melancholy  Accident  happened  at  Staley- 
bridge,  on  the  7th  inst.  Four  children,  between  the 
ages  of  ten  and  seven,  were  playing  on  a  balk  of  limber, 
which  had  been  thrown  over  the  river  Tame.  The  young- 
est fell  into  the  river,  dragging  his  three  companions 
after  him,  and  they  were  all  immediately  carried  away 
by  the  strength  of  the  stream.  Immediately  on  the 
accident  taking  place,  several  persons  promptly  and 
courageously  rushed  into  the  river  in  various  places. 
Three  were  saved,  but  the  youngest,  named  David  Ar- 
mitage,  was  never  seen  after  he  fell  into  the  river. 

Two  children  and  a  young  man  have  perished  in  a 
Fire  at  a  public-house  at  Altrincham,in  Cheshire.  When 
the  fire  was  discovered,  Mr.  Cooper,  the  landlord,  safely 
leapt  from  a  window  into  the  street,  got  a  ladder,  and 
rescued  his  wife  and  five  of  his  children  ;  he  could  not 
find  his  other  children;  people  soothed  him  by  express- 
ing a  belief  that  they  hid  been  removed  in  the  confusion : 
but  when  the  fire  was  got  under,  the  corpses  of  the  little 
boys  and  that  of  the  man-servant  were  found  in  the 
ruins. 

A  dreadful  Fire,  involving  the  sacrifice  of  four  lives, 
occurred  at  Gporge-row,  Bermondsey-wall,  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  12th  inst.  Mrs.  Fordham  carried  on  the 
business  of  pawnbroker  in  the  Row  ;  her  brother,  Mr. 
William  Wood,  her  three  young  sons,  and  a  servant-girl, 
occupied  the  house.  About  midnight  a  policeman  dis- 
covered that  the  basement  was  on  fire,  and  he  attempted 
to  arouse  the  inmates.  Mrs.  Fordham  and  one  of  her 
Bons  tried  to  descend  the  stairs,  but  were  obliged,  after 
shouting  to  the  other  persons  in  the  house,  to  escape  by 
the  top  windows  into  the  next  house.  A  fire-escape  was 
quickly  brought;  but  the  conductor  found  it  impossible 
to  enter  any  of  the  rooms,  and  no  one  appeared  at  the 
windows.  The  flames  quickly  seized  all  the  floors,  and 
the  house  was  gutted.  Mr.  Wood,  two  of  Mrs.  Fordham's 
children,  and  the  girl,  perished. 

A  fete  at  Crcmmne  Gardens  on  the  13th  inst.,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Wellington  College,  was  attended  by  a 
lamentable  Accident.  There  was  a  representation  of  the 
storming  of  the  Mamelon  at  Sebastopol.  For  this  espe- 
cial occasion  some  five  hundred  Grenadier  Guards  and 
other  soldiers  were  permitted  to  appear  on  the  scene. 
At  the  very  climax  of  the  mimic  war,  when  the  soldiers 
Were  rushing  forward  to  the  capture  of  the  Mamelon 
with  bayonets  fixed,  their  ardour  carried  them  away, 
and  they  sprang  upon  a  slightly-built  platform,  not  in- 
tended for  their  use  ;  it  gave  way  under  their  weight, 
and  sixty  men  were  precipitated  a  considerable  distance. 
The  consequences  were  serious :  five  cases  of  fracture, 
One  soldier  having  both  legs  broken ;  and  more  than 
twenty  men  received  wounds  from  bayonets  or  were 
otherwise  hurt. 

Hannah  Tribe,  keeper  of  a  beer-shop  in  Church-row, 
St.  Pancras,  and  her  young  daughter,  have  perished  in 
a  Fire  which  destroyed  the  house.  Mrs.  Tribe  was  in 
difficulties,  having  beta  deceived  as  to  the  amount  of 


business  attached  to  the  house,  which  she  had  recently 
taken ;  and  she  was  in  a  very  desponding  state  on  the 
evening  preceding  the  fire;  hut  there  was  no  evidence 
adduced  before  the  coroner  to  show  that  the  fire  had 
beer  wilfully  caused  by  her  with  a  view  to  self-destruo- 
tior.  While  the  fire  was  raging  she  appeared  at  a 
window,  calling  to  a  policeman  to  get  a  ladder;  he  told 
her  to  jump  out  and  he  would  catch  her,  but  she  de- 
clined to  do  this,  ran  to  an  upper  iloor,  and  soon  alter 
disappeared. 

Several  Railway  Accidents  have  happened  within  a 
few  days.  On  Sunday,  the  19th  inst.,  about  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  a  special  train,  consisting  of  fifty  or 
more  carriages,  drawn  by  only  one  engine,  which  left 
Blackpool  at  6  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  on  its  way 
towards  Todmorden,  &c,  entered  Summit  Tunnel.  It 
was  there  brought  to  a  stand  by  want  of  waV.i',  and 
whilst  the  engine  was  getting  a  supply,  a  goods  train 
ran  into  it  and  broke  two  carriages  to  pieces  and  injured 
others.  Several  of  the  excursion  passengers  were  much 
bruised.  Few  escaped  without  a  serious  shock  ;  some 
were  thrown  across  the  line,  and  a  man  residing  at 
Heptonstall  had  his  thigh  fractured.  An  accident  of 
an  alarming  character  occurred  on  the  North  British 
Railway  on  the  20th.  The  express  train  for  the  south, 
which  leaves  Edinburgh  at  9.50  a.m.,  ran  off  the  rails 
when  within  about  three  and  a  half  miles  of  Berwick. 
There  is  an  embankment  at  this  part  of  the  line,  down 
which  the  train  was  precipitated  with  great  force, 
several  of  the  carriages  having  been  completely  smashed, 
and  the  engine  turned  quite  round.  The  engine  driver 
(Handyside)  and  stoker  (Anderson)  were  both  injured, 
the  latter  so  severely,  that  he  is  not  expected  to  recover. 
The  passengers  generally  were  more  fortunate,  most  of 
them  having  suffered  but  slight  bruises.  On  Tuesday, 
the  21st,  three  accidents  occurred.  The  first  was  on 
the  Eastern  Counties  Railway.  When  the  train  which 
left  Tilbury  at  half-past  8  in  the  evening,  nearly  reached 
the  Bow  junction,  the  engine  suddenly  failed,  and 
before  it  could  be  removed  from  the  line,  a  Woolwich 
train,  following  at  the  usual  distance,  ran  into  it, 
smashing  the  back  panelling  of  the  last  carriage.  A 
scene  of  frightful  confusion  ensued,  and  the  cries  for 
assistance  were  alarming;  it  was  soon  discovered  that 
about  sixteen  persons  were  more  or  less  injured,  several  of 
them  very  seriously.  The  second  was  on  the  Great 
Western  Railway,  near  the  Priestfields  junction.  Shortly 
before  the  train  (in  which  there  was  a  large  number  of 
passengers)  reached  the  station,  the  engine,  tender, 
guard's  van,  and  a  first-class  carriage  jumped  suddenly 
off  the  railway,  iuflicting  some  damage  to  the  engine 
and  carriages,  but  happily  without  hurting  any  of  the 
passengers.  The  third  was  on  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  line,  near  Oldham.  The  accident  occurred 
to  the  train  from  Manchester.  There  were  seven 
carriages  in  the  train,  the  first  three  being  third  class, 
and  the  remainder  being  first  and  second  class  carriages. 
About  150  yards  from  the  station  there  is  a  pair  of 
points  on  the  line  leading  into  a  goods  yard,  and  it 
appears  that  these  were  properly  placed  for  the  ap- 
proaching train,  for  the  engine  and  the  first  two  (third 
class)  carriages  went  on  the  right  line,  but  from  some 
cause,  as  yet  unexplained,  the  third  carriage  gave  a 
sudden  jerk,  the  coupling  chain  snapped,  and  it  fell 
over  on  the  goods  line.  Being  near  the  station  the 
steam  had  been  shut  off,  and  the  train  was  moving 
so  slowly  that  the  concussion  was  slight ;  and  though 
there  were  a  great  many  people  in  the  carriage  no  one 
sustained  any  serious  injury.  They  all  got  out  safely, 
and  walked  up  to  the  station. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  Quarterly  return  of  the  Registrar-General  has 
been  made  up  to  the  end  of  last  March  for  marriages, 
and  to  the  end  of  June  for  births  and  deaths.  The 
results  show  the  marriages  considerably  below,  and  the 
births  and  deaths  slightly  above,  the  average  proportions 
for  the  respective  periods.  The  winter  quarter,  com- 
prising the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March, 
is  never  a  favourite  time  of  the  year  for  marriages,  which 
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appear  invariably  to  reach  their  greatfst  height  in  the 
last,  or  autumn  quarter.  Last  year,  for  instance,  the 
marriages  in  the  first  and  last  quarters  respectively  were 
33,144,  and  47,066;  in  the  year  preceding,  for  the  s;ime 
periods,  35,014,  and  48,  8SG  ;  in  1852,  32,977  and  47.313. 
In  the  quarter  ending  last,  March  they  were  only  29,131 
— a  result  ascribed  in  the  return  to  the  combined  opera- 
tion of  high  prices,  diminished  employment  in  some 
districts,  severity  of  weather,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
an  increased  number  of  men  for  the  services  of  the  army 
and  navy.  The  births  in  the  last  quarter  were  165,250, 
being  below  the  numbers  for  the  same  period  ol  1854, 
but  above  those  for  the  corresponding  quarters  in  1851, 
1852,  and  1853.  Taking  the  mean  for  ten  years  ending 
in  1854,  the  rate  of  births  per  cent,  in  the  second  or 
spring  quarter  of  the  year  would  be  3'4S9  ;  whereas  last 
quarier  they  were  3'534.  The  deaths  in  the  same  period 
were  106,584,  so  that  the  net  increase  of  population 
during  the  three  months  in  question  was  58,666.  Against 
this,  however,  must  be  set  the  emigrations  to  foreign 
countries;  and  these  are  put  down  in  the  return  as 
65,210 ;  but  it  must  be  understood  that  the  computation 
of  births  refers  solely  to  England,  whereas  the  emigrants 
spoken  of  were  by  no  means  exclusively  Englishmen. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  seems  to  be  calculated  that  the  popu- 
lation of  England  increases  at  the  rate  of  some  200,000 
a-year.  For  the  middle  of  the  year  1845  it  is  estimated 
at  16,721,000,  for  the  middle  of  the  present  year  at 
18,7S6,000,  giving  an  increase  of  about  2,000,000  upon 
the  whole  period.  The  document  includes  some  statistics 
from  a  new  return  compiled  by  the  Emigration  Com- 
missioners, indicating  to  a  great  extent  the  various 
occupations  and  capacities  of  the  persons  who  emigrated 
during  the  year  1854.  The  aggregate  number  was 
323,429,  and  of  these  136,375  were  females,  and  187,054 
males,  while  250,487  were  adults,  and  72,942  under  14 
years  of  age.  Ot  the  adult  women — 100,918  in  number 
— 28,564  were  married,  and  11,378  were  domestic  and 
farm  servants.  The  134,789  adult  men  included  50,914 
labourers,  gardeners,  carmen,  carriers,  and  carters; 
13,491  farmers;  3,984  bricklayers,  masons,  slaters,  and 
plasterers;  5,185  carpenters  and  joiners;  1,790  black- 
smiths, farriers,  or  veterinary  surgeons  ;  1,989  tailors; 
1,151  boot  and  shoe  makers;  and  933  bakers.  What 
were  the  destinations  of  these  emigrants  we  are  not 
informed;  but  of  the  65,210  who  emigrated  during  the 
last  quarter  it  is  stated  by  the  Registrar-General  that 
39,509  proceeded  to  the  United  States,  10,397  to  British 
North  America,  14,639  to  the  Australian  colonies,  and 
665  to  other  places.  The  prices  of  provisions,  which  are 
recorded  by  the  llegistrar-General  as  "  sensibly  affecting 
the  births,  deaths  and  marriages  "  of  the  people,  though 
still  high,  are  lower  than  last  year.  The  general  state 
of  the  public  health,  as  indicated  by  the  last  quarterly 
return,  shows  a  distinct  improvement  over  the  three 
previous  quarters.  The  total  deaths  for  the  quarter 
ending  last  September  were  113,939,  for  that  ending 
December  109,664,  and  for  that  ending  with  March 
134,605.  In  the  last  quarter,  as  above  stated,  they  were 
only  106,584,  but  this  shows  a  slight  excess  over  the 
corresponding  period  of  1854,  when  they  were  but 
102,666. 

The  practice  of  Colonels  Contracting  for  the  Clothing 
of  their  llegimenls  is  done  away  loiih.  In  lieu  of  the 
emoluments  from  this  source,  Colonels  of  regiments  are 
in  future  to  receive  the  following  allowances  per  annum 
— Grenadier  Guards,  1000/.  ;  Coldstream  Guards,  1000/.; 
Scots  Fusilier  Guards,  1000/.  ;  1st  Dragoon  Guards, 
800/.;  other  regiments  of  Dragoon  Guards  and  Dragoons, 
each  450/.  ;  1st  Regiment  of  Foot,  1200/.,  to  be  reduced 
to  1000/.  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  occurring  ;  60th  ditto, 
1st  battalion  600/.  ;  2nd  ditto,  600/.  Rifle  Brigade,  1st 
battalion,  600/.  ;  2d  ditto,  600/.  ;  other  regiments  of 
Infantry  of  the  Line  and  West  India  regiments,  each 
600/.,  if  appointed  before  the  1st  June,  1854,  but  if  ap- 
pointed subsequently,  only  500/.  per  annum. 

The  practice  of  Open-air  Preaching  has  been  adopted 
by  some  of  the  clergy.  During  several  weeks,  the  Rev. 
Newman  Hall,  of  Surrey  Chapel,  has  preached  to  work- 
ing men,  on  Monday  and  Thursday  evenings,  at  the 
Obelisk,  in  Blacktriars-road.  A  police-serjeant  having 
lately  obliged  the  rev.  gentleman  to  desist,  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury interested  himself  in  the  case,  and  has  since  written 


to  Mr.  Hall  as  follows:  —  "I  saw  Sir  R.  Mayne  on 
Saturday.  He  spoke  in  high  terms  of  open-air  preach- 
ing, and  gave  orders  that  you  should  not  be  interrupted 
by  the  police  in  any  way.  You  may  safely  resume  your 
station  and  your  work,  and  may  God  be  with  you  in 
preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  poor." 

The  management  of  the  National  Gallery  has  been 
reconstituted  by  a  Treasury  minute  recently  published. 
A  board  of  trustees  is  to  be  continued,  but  the  number 
is  to  be  diminished  as  vacancies  occur.  No  man  is  to  be 
trustee  ex  officio  ;  and  the  Treasury  is  to  have  the  ap- 
pointment. The  office  of  keeper  is  not  abolished,  but 
amalgamated  with  that  of  secretary.  A  director  is 
created,  with  the  salary  of  1000/.  and  a  five  years' 
tenure  of  office.  The  trustees  are  continued,  not  to 
share  the  responsibility  of  the  director,  but  to  keep  up 
a  connection  between  the  cultivated  lovers  of  art  and  the 
institution,  and  to  invest  the  management  with  social 
influence.  A  fixed  sum  is  to  be  voted  in  the  estimates 
every  year  for  the  purchase  of  pictures.  The  director 
will  recommend  in  writing  the  pictures  to  be  purchased 
to  the  board  of  trustees.  The  director  is  also  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  pictures  and  the  construction  of  a 
correct  history  of  every  picture  in  the  collection,  its 
vicissitudes  and  repairs — the  history  to  be  posted  up 
from  time  to  time.  A  travelling  agent  will  be  appointed, 
with  a  salary  of  300/.  a  year,  for  surveying  private  col- 
lections abroad  and  collecting  information  of  probable 
sales.  The  director  newly  appointed  is  Sir  Charles 
Eastlake ;  the  keeper  and  secretary,  Mr.  Ralph 
Wornum,  with  a  salary  of  750/. ;  and  the  travelling 
agent  is  Mr.  Otto  Miindler,  with  a  salary  of  300/. 

Wild  Court,  Drury  Lane,  long  the  opprobrium  of 
that  quarter,  has  undergone  a  complete  transformation 
at  the  hands  of  the  Society  for  Improving  the  condition 
of  the  Labouring  Classes.  Up  to  November  last,  this 
notorious  court  sheltered  about  1000  persons  in  its  thir- 
teen houses.  These  crowded  dwellings  and  their 
inmates  were  in  a  state  of  indescribable  filth,  and  the 
place  was  the  resort  of  the  worst  and  lowest  characters. 
In  November,  the  Society  undertook  to  cleanse  this 
human  sty,  and  they  have  accomplished  the  task  at  a 
cost  of  1700/.  The  filth  has  been  removed,  the  drainage 
made  more  effective,  and  due  supplies  of  water  insured, 
and  the  interiors  of  the  rooms  have  been  re-arranged  so 
as  to  secure  ventilation,  comfort,  and  decency.  The 
rooms  now  accommodate  83  families,  instead  of  200,  and 
they  enjoy  this  superior  accommodation  at  a  little  less 
than  the  old  rental.  A  few  days  ago,  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  interested  in 
the  schemes  of  the  society  inspected  the  new  arrange- 
ments. 

The  New  Beer  Act  has  come  into  operation.  The 
hours  for  public-houses  to  be  opened  are  now  on  Sunday, 
Christmas-day,  Good  Friday,  or  any  fast  or  thanks- 
giving day.fiom  one  to  three  and  from  five  to  eleven. 
The  houses  are  not  to  be  opened  before  four  o'clock  on. 
the  morning  following  the  days  mentioned,  except  to  a 
traveller  or  lodger  therein.  Houses  for  public  resort  are 
prohibited  in  the  same  manner  from  being  opened  for 
the  sale  of  liquors.  Constables  are  empowered  to  enter 
public-houses.  A  penalty  not  exceeding  hi.  may  be 
levied  lor  every  offence  against  the  act,  and  every  sepa- 
rate sale  to  be  deemed  an  offence.  The  expression 
"  bond  fide  traveller  "  has  been  left  out  of  the  new  law. 

The  new  act  for  further  promoting  the  establishment 
of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Museums  in  municipal 
towns,  and  lor  extending  it  to  towns  governed  under 
local  improvement  acts  and  to  parishes,  has  been 
printed.  There  is  a  new  provision  as  to  the  City  of 
London.  The  public  libraries  act  of  1850  is  repealed, 
and  under  this  act  the  admission  to  the  public  is  to  be 
"  free  of  all  charge."  Town  councils  may  adopt  the 
act  if  determined  upon  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  the  borough  fund,  so  also 
may  the  board  of  any  district  within  the  limits  of 
an  improvement  act  under  similar  circumstances. 
Upon  a  requisition  of  at  least  ten  ratepayers  a  meeting 
of  a  parish  may  be  called,  and  if  two-thirds  of  the 
ratepayers  then  present  shall  determine,  the  act  shall 
come  into  operation  in  the  parish,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  poor-rate.  The  vestries 
of  two  neighbouring  parishes  may  adopt  the  act.     With 
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regard  to  the  City  of  London,  it  is  enacted  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  of  London  shall,  on -the  request 
of  the  City  in  Common  Council  assembled,  convene  a 
public  meeting  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  act 
shall  be  adopted,  and  if  at  such  meeting  two-thirds  of 
such  persons  then  present  shall  decide,  the  act  shall 
come  into  operation,  and  the  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  consolidated  rate.  In  order  to  prevent  agitation,  it 
is  provided  that  if  any  meeting  called  in  any  borough, 
district,  or  parish  shall  determine  against  the  adoption, 
no  meeting  for  a  similar  purpose  shall  be  held  for  the 
space  of  one  year  at  least  from  the  time  of  holding  the 
previo\is  meeting. 

The  Post  Office  has  issued  two  notes  respecting  the 
Postage  of  Newspapers  to  the  British  colonies  and 
foreign  countries,  and  another  relating  to  the  Postage  of 
Books  to  Western  Australia  via.  Melbourne.  Hence- 
forth newspapers  going  abroad  will  not  require  the 
impressed  or  old  newspaper-stamp,  but  simply  a  penny 
postage-stamp  or  a  penny  in  money  when  destined 
to  the  British  colonies,  and  the  additional  postage 
according  to  the  specified  rates  when  its  destination  is  a 
foreign  country.  The  old  newspaper-stamp  will  only 
be  required  in  the  case  of  the  transmission  and  re- 
transmission of  newspapers  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  rate  of  postage  on  books  to  Western  Australia  will 
be — for  packets  under  a  half-pound  in  weight,  six- 
pence ;  exceeding  a  half-pound  but  under  a  pound,  one 
shilling;  exceeding  one  pound  but  under  two  pounds, 
two  shillings  ;  and  so  on,  increasing  one  shilling  for 
every  pound  or  fraction  of  a  pound. 

All  the  London  Joint-stock  Banks  have  now  held  their 
usual  half-yearly  meetings.  Their  accounts  show  a  con- 
tinued increase  of  prosperity.  The  aggregate  of  deposits 
at  the  end  of  last  year  was  26,315,473/. ;  in  June  it  had 
swelled  to  29,376,410/.  The  paid-up  capitals  amount 
to  3,066,332/.  ;  [and  the  guarantee-funds  to  601,229/. 
The  dividends  and  bonuses  for  the  year  ending  June 
30  were  at  the  following  rates— London  and  West- 
minster Bank,  14  per  cent;  London  Joint-Stock  Bank, 
23  per  cent ;  Union  of  London,  20  per  cent ;  London 
and  County,  10  per  cent;  Commercial,  10  per  cent; 
Royal  British,  6  per  cent.  These  six  banks  will  hence- 
forth have  to  compete  with  others  :  one,  the  City  Bank, 
commenced  business  last  week ;  a  second,  the  Bank  of 
London,  will  open  two  establishments  on  the  22nd  ; 
while  there  are  other  companies  projected. 

Mr.  Mechi  held  his  annual  Tiptree  Gathering  on  the 
1th  inst.  It  was  very  numerously  attended,  and  Mr. 
Mechi  stated  that  the  farm  left  a  net  profit  last  year  of 
600/.,  and  he  expected  this  year  it  would  do  still 
better. 

The  anniversary  of  the  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Skin  was  celobrated  on  the  7th  inst.  by  a  dejeuner  at 
the  Crystal  Palace.  The  Hon.  A.  Kinnaird  was  in  the 
chair.  The  company  was  numerous,  and  many 
eminent  persons  were  present.  In  the  course  of  the 
proceedings,  the  chairman  made  an  effective  speech, 
advocating  in  eloquent  terms  the  claims  of  the  charity, 
and  was  followed  by  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  and  Mr. 
James  Startin,  the  principal  surgeon  in  attendance  at 
the  hospital.  From  the  statements  made  by  these  gen- 
tlemen it  appears  that  the  hospital  is  conferring  a  very 
large  amount  of  benefit  on  the  pool1.  Since  its  founda- 
tion in  1841,  62,538  cases  have  been  registered,  and  the 
number  of  patients  now  in  attendance  averages 
upwards  of  10,000  per  annum.  The  great  majority  of 
these  had  been  effectually/  cured,  and  the  incurable 
cases  appear  not  to  exceed  more  than  2  per  cent. 
Before  the  termination  of  the  meeting,  subscriptions  to 
the  amount  of  about  550/.  were  announced. 

The  Annual' Cattle  show  of  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Improvement  Society  took  place  at  Dublin  on  the  8th 
inst.  It  was  an  average  exhibition.  In  the  evening, 
the  Duke  of  Leinster  presided  over  the  banquet,  and 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  was  present  and  took  part  in  the 
proceedings.  In  acknowledging  a  toast  to  his  hpalth, 
the  Earl  of  Carlisle  noticed  the  improvements  which  of 
late  years  have  been  effected.  For  instance  :  the 
quantity  of  land  in  cultivation  had  increased  from 
13,464,300  acres  in  1841,  to  14,802,581  acres  in  1851  ; 
while  the  value  of  live  stock  during  the  same  period 
s-ose    froml9,339,000/    to   27,326,000/.,  and  reached  to 


33,508,000/.  in  1854.  Then  the  growth  of  wheat  has 
diminished,  and  green  crops,  oats,  barley,  and  flax,  have 
increased.  There  were  in  1853,  174,379  acres  under 
flax  cultivation,  and  in  1S54  the  scutch-mills  amounted 
to  1100.  While  the  population  has  decreased,  the  pro- 
ductions of  Ireland  have  increased,  and  the  condition 
of  the  remaining  population  has  been  benefited  in  two 
ways.  "  Thus,  gentlemen,"  said  Lord  Carlisle,  "  if 
such  has  been  the  continued  progress,  despite  the 
blight  of  famine  and  the  drain  of  emigration,  and  the 
dreadful  calamity  of  war,  whether  we  refer  to  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  soil,  the  enterprise  of  the  proprie- 
tors, or  the  general  condition  of  the  people,  may  not 
our  hopes  for  the  future — sobered,  indeed,  by  a  reliance 
upon  the  inscrutable  will  of  an  all-ruling  Providence — 
may  not  our  hopes  for  the  future  be  most  encouraging 
and  sanguine  ?  And  if  such  be  the  general  improve- 
ment in  Irish  agriculture  and  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  population,  let  me  add  my  earnest  hope  that  this 
society,  the  great  Irish  Agricultural  Society  itself,  may 
long  continue  to  witness  and  develop  its  inestimable 
advantages  under  the  genial  auspices  of  your  Grace ; 
and  that,  gathering  still  increasing  support  from  all 
classes  and  from  all  orders — from  those  who  represent 
the  most  ancient  lineage  and  the  largest  wealth  of  the 
country,  and  from  those  whose  hard-working  industry 
and  labour  sustain  the  wide  basis  of  our  social  fabric — 
bringing  to  bear  all  the  new  lights  of  science,  applying 
all  such  new  methods  and  preferring  all  such  old  ones 
as  experience  may  approve,  this  society  may  progress 
each  future  year  as  it  has  done  each  past  year  of  its 
valuable  existence,  and  find  its  best  reward  in  the  ac- 
knowledgments of  new  advantages  conferred  upon  a 
peaceful,  a  prosperous,  and  a  grateful  people." 

The  report  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Company  was  pre- 
sented to  a  meeting  held  on  the  9th  inst.  The  amount 
expended  up  to  the  30th  June  was  1,231,000/.,  and  the 
liabilities  to  be  discharged  before  closing  the  capital 
account  amount  to  45,000/.,  which  will  make  a  total  of 
1,275,000/.  This  is  exclusive  of  65,000/.  remaining  due 
on  the  original  purchase  of  land,  and  against  which 
there  are  available  assets  of  38,000/.  Estimating  every- 
thing, the  general  result  coincides  with  the  statement  a 
year  ago,  that  the  undertaking  would  be  completed  for 
1,300,000/.  The  estimate  of  1000/.  a  week  for  expend- 
iture has  also  proved  correct.  The  net  profits  of  the  first 
year  (exclusive  of  25,786  guinea  season  tickets,  which 
are  applicable  to  the  next  year)  have  been  68,000/., 
out  of  which  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  was  declared 
in  February,  leaving  12,299/.  now  to  be  carried  over. 
The  total  number  of  visitors  to  the  Palace,  exclusive 
of  season  ticket-holders,  has  been  1,322,008,  of  which 
956.232  were  from  the  opening  to  the  30th  December, 
and  365,776  from  the  30th  of  December  to  the  30th  of 
June  last.  The  rental  for  space  in  the  former  period 
was  17,738/.,  and  in  the  latter  only  4,311/.  Much  of  the 
perma'nent  success  of  the  undertaking  is  felt  to  depend 
on  the  increase  of  railway  facilities,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  West-end  line,  which  is  now  proceeding  with 
vigour,  will  be  finished  in  the  course  of  next  year. 
The  shareholders  having  already  had  a  dividend  for 
the  year,  none  is  declared  on  the  present  occasion ;  but, 
if  one  should  be  warranted  on  making  up  the  books  in 
December,  the  directors  will  call  a  meeting.  Sir  J. 
Paxton,  having  brought  all  the  works  and  arrangements 
of  the  building  and  grounds  to  a  point  which  requires 
only  ordinary  labour  for  their  completion,  desires,  for 
the  sake  of  his  other  duties,  to  be  relieved  from  the 
further  exercise  of  an  active  superintendence,  but  will 
continue  to  give  the  company  the  benefit  of  his  counsel 
and  experience.  Mr.  Laing,  the  chairman,  retires, 
and  there  are  likewise  vacancies  in  the  direction,  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Messrs.  Fuller,  Calvert, 
and  Liishington. 

On  the  9th  inst.,  the  boys  of  the  three  "  Shoeblack 
Brigades  "  went  to  Richmond  Park,  by  water,  accom- 
panied by  a  large  number  of  friends.  The  bright  uni- 
forms of  the  Red,  the  Blue,  and  the  Yellow  Societies, 
caused  many  a  good  humoured  smile  from  the  people  in 
the  Strand  as  the  120  lads  marched  along  with  a  band, 
and  banners  gaily  painted  with  emblems  appropriate  to 
their  humble,  but  useful  calling.  Football,  cricket, 
and  other  boyish  amusements  were  enjoyed  in  the  park, 
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after  which  the  steamer  returned.  The  pleasant  greet- 
ing of  many  hundreds  of  spectators  on  the  river,  told 
how  hearty  is  the  sympathy  felt  for  those  who  are 
enjoying  a  holiday  made  sweet  by  honest  labour.  There 
are  many  shoeblacks  in  the  streets  who  will  not  join  any 
of  the  societies.  More  than  2,000?.  a  year  is  earned  by 
the  boys  in  London. 

On  the  14th  inst.,  nearly  400  children,  attending  the 
Ragged  Schools  of  the  united  parishes  of  St.  Giles's  and 
St.  George,  Bloomsbury,  were  treated  to  an  excursion 
to  Willesden  on  the  Harrow-road,  where  they  spent 
the  day  in  the  fields  adjoining  the  house,  selected  for 
their  reception.  They  made  the  trip  comfortably  seated 
in  nine  vans,  and  took  their  departure  from  the  school- 
bouse  in  George-street,  St.  Giles's,  amid  the  cheers  of 
a  large  number  of  their  parents  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbourhood.  At  Willesden  they  were  supplied 
with  a  good  dinner  and  tea,  and  means  of  amusement 
and  exercise  were  provided  for  them  in  the  shape  of 
bats,  balls,  swings,  bows  and  arrows,  donkey-riding,  &c. 
In  the  afternoon  the  four  curates  of  the  two  parishes, 
and  several  friends  of  the  school,  joined  the  youthful 
throng,  and  helped  on  the  amusements.  The  expenses 
of  the  treat  were  defrayed  by  special  contributions,  so 
as  to  avoid  resorting  to  the  funds  of  the  school. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  the  Queen  went  to  Portsmouth 
to  assist  at  the  launch  of  the  Marlborough,  a  screw  line- 
of-battle  ship  of  131  guns.  There  was  an  immense 
concourse  of  people.  Her  Majesty,  with  the  usual  ' 
ceremony,  gave  the  vessel  her  name,  and  she  was 
launched ;  but,  in  her  progress  to  the  water,  she  stuck 
fast  and  remained  immoveable,  and  it  was  not  till  mid- 
night, when  it  was  high  water,  that  she  was  got  off  by 
the  united  exertions  of  2000  men.  The  vessel  had  sus- 
tained no  damage. 

On  the  8th  instant,  the  Queen  inspected  the  Foreign 
Legion  now  at  Shorncliffe.  Her  Majesty  was  received 
by  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Lord  Hardinge,  General 
Wetherall,  Lord  Panmure,  and  Mr.  Peel.  The  regi- 
ments, some  3500  strong,  had  rapidly  formed  in  line. 
They  were  composed  of  the  German  Light  Infantry, 
the  Rifles,  the  Swiss  Regiment  from  Dover,  and  500 
recruits  from  Heligoland — a  fine,  strong-built,  hardy- 
looking,  well-disciplined  body  of  men.  On  arriving  at 
the  flagstaff,  her  Majesty  was  received  by  a  general 
salute.  She  then  inspected  the  whole  line.  After  the 
review,  Baron  Stutterheim,  Colonel  Woolridge,  and  the 
other  officers,  were  presented  to  the  Queen  ;  and,  cross- 
ing the  parade-ground,  her  Majesty  and  the  other 
guests  inspected  one  of  the  huts,  and  partook  of  luncheon 
in  the  mess-room  of  the  German  Light  Infantry.  The 
troops  loudly  cheered  as  the  Queen  departed  for 
Osborne. 

The  Queen  and  Prince  Albert,  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  Princess  Royal,  left  Osborne  on  Satur- 
day, the  18th,  at  half-past  four  in  the  morning,  on  their 
visit  to  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  the  French.  The 
royal  yacht  arrived  about  two  in  the  afternoon  at 
Boulogne,  where  splendid  preparations  were  made  to 
receive  the  illustrious  visitors,  the  Emperor  himself 
having  come  from  Paris  for  that  purpose.  The  Emperor 
was  waiting  on  the  quay,  and,  as  soon  as  the  vessel 
came  alongside,  hastened  on  board  ;  and,  after  respect- 
fully kissing  her  Majesty's  hand,  saluted  her  upon  both 
cheeks.  He  then  shook  hands  with  Prince  Albert,  the 
Princess  Royal,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and,  giving 
his  hand  to  the  Queen,  led  her  down  the  stage  to  a 
pavilion  on  the  quay,  within  which  state  chairs  were 
placed  on  a  dais,  and  here  her  Majesty,  seated,  received 
the  congratulations  of  the  civic  authorities  and  the 
English  residents.  After  a  brief  pause  the  Emperor 
led  her  Majesty  to  one  of  the  royal  carriages.  The 
Princess  Royal  took  her  place  beside  the  Queen,  and 
Prince  Albert  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  took  the  opposite 
seats,  while  the  Emperor  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode 
upon  her  Majesty's  right  hand.  Several  carriages 
followed,  containing  her  Majesty's  suite.  In  this  manner 
they  reached  the  railway  station  amid  the  strains  of 
military  music   and  the  acclamations  of  thousands  of 


spectators.  The  cortege  passed  under  a  lofty  triumphal 
arch,  and  entered  the  reception-room,  which  was  mag- 
nificently fitted  up.  About  half-past  two  the  train  started 
for  Paris.  At  Amiens  the  magistracy  of  the  district  were 
assembled,  and  the  daughter  of  the  prefect,  an  interest- 
ing young  lady  of  seventeen,  hibited  in  white,  approached 
the  royal  carriage,  and  timidly  but  gracefully  presented 
to  the  Queen  a  splendid  bouquet,  which  Her  Majesty  re- 
ceived with  more  than  queenly  courtesy.  The  progress 
of  the  train  was  extremely  rapid  after  leaving  Amiens, 
and  the  royal  party  arrived  safely  at  10  minutes  past  7 
o'clock  at  Paris,  the  journey  having  been  performed  ia 
four  hours  and  a  half.  Instead  of  alighting  at  the  station 
of  the  railway  by  which  she  travelled  to  Paris,  the  Queen 
was  conveyed  to  the  terminus  of  the  Strasbourg  line,  as 
best  adapted  by  its  architecture  for  adding  to  the  cere- 
monial effects  of  a  grand  reception.  The  road  of  the 
procession  lay  along  the  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg,  the 
Porte  St.  Denis,  the  Boulevards  Bonne  Nouvelle,  Pois- 
sonniere,  Montmartre,  Italiens,  Des  Capucin.es,  and  the 
Madeleine,  down  the  Rue  Royale,  across  the  Place  de 
la  Concorde,  and  by  the'  Champs  Elysees,  the  new 
Avenue  de  l'lmperatrice,  and  the  Bois  de  Boulogne  to 
St.  Cloud.  About  4  o'clock  the  troops,  to  the  number, 
it  is  said,  of  100,000  men,  half  of  the  line  and  half  of  the 
National  Guard,  began  to  take  up  their  positions  on  this 
immense  and  splendid  route.  The  former  held  the  left 
side  of  the  thoroughfare,  and  the  latter  the  right,  while, 
penned  in  behind  them,  the  myriads  of  spectators  gra- 
dually settled  into  their  places,  and  waited  patiently  for 
the  arrival  of  the  illustrious  strangers.  The  Prefect  of 
Police  set  down  the  number  of  people  assembled  at 
800,000,  and,  considering  the  vast  accession  made  within 
the  last  few  days  to  the  population  of  Paris,  it  did  not 
probably  fall  much  short  of  that  aggregate.  The  expected 
strangers  did  not  appear,  and  the  people  became  disap- 
pointed and  anxious.  The  reputation  of  our  Queen  for 
punctuality  was  known,  and  people  wondered  that  she 
should  be  behindhand.  At  a  quarter  past  7  o'clock  the 
dull  booming  of  the  Royal  salute  began,  and  instantly  a 
hoarse  roar  of  satisfaction  swelled  along  the  line  of  the 
Boulevards.  The  salute  of  21  guns  for  the  Queen  had 
hardly  died  away  when  that  of  101  guus  for  the  Emperor 
commenced,  and  that  in  its  turn  had  scarcely  ceased 
when  the  cortege  was  sweeping  on  its  way  through  the 
city.  First  came  a  troop  of  cavalry  of  the  Municipal 
Guard  at  a  sharp  trot,  then  a  double  line  of  Sergens  de 
Ville  on  foot,  then  the  Commander  of  the  Municipal 
Guard  with  his  staff,  then  an  advanced  guard  of  the 
Guides,  and  behind  these  the  Imperial  outriders  in  their 
liveries  of  green  and  gold.  An  open  barouche  followed, 
drawn  by  four  horses,  and  in  which  were  seated  the 
Queen  and  the  Princess  Royal  on  the  one  side  and  the 
Emperor  and  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert  on  the 
other.  Her  Majesty,  who  looked  exceedingly  well,  was 
greeted  most  enthusiastically,  and  graciously  bowed  her 
acknowledgments  to  the  multitude.  Nothing  could  ex- 
ceed the  cordiality  and  earnestness  of  her  reception  ;  and 
from  the  blouses  on  the  pavement  the  demonstrations  of 
respect  were  quite  as  fervent  as  from  the  wealthier 
classes  at  the  windows  and  on  the  balconies.  It  was  so 
along  the  whole  route  of  the  procession,  though  the  de- 
clining light  compelled  the  travellers  to  quicken  their 
pace,  and  thus  seriously  abridged  the  opportunity  for  a 
full  display  of  the  public  feeling.  Behind  the  royal 
carriage  came  a  second  containing  the  Prince  Napoleon, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  Lord  Clarendon,  and  the  Marquis 
of  Breadalbane.  Others  followed  containing  the  suite  of 
the  two  sovereigns ;  and  to  these  succeeded  a  rear  guard  of 
the  Guides.  The  Prefect  of  Police,  the  Prefect  of  the 
Seine,  and  other  high  officers  of  State  closed  the  procession. 
The  royal  party  arrived  about  9  o'clock  at  the  palace 
of  St.  Cloud,  which  had  been  superbly  fitted  up  for  her 
Majesty's  reception.  On  Sunday  the  Queen  did  not 
leave  the  palace,  but  spent  the  day  in  privacy.  On 
Monday  morning  her  Majesty  visited  the  Universal 
Exhibition  of  the  Fine  Arts,  where  she  was  received  by 
the  Prince  Napoleon,  MM.  de  Mercey  (Special  Com- 
missioner for  the  Fine  Arts  Exhibition),  Leplay,  Aries, 
Dufour,  and  all  the  members  of  the  jury.  "  God  Save 
the  Queen  "  was  struck  up  by  the  band  of  the  Guides 
as  her  Majesty  entered  the  building.  In  the  course  of 
her  examination  of  the  galleries,  it  was  observed  that 
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her  Majesty  sat  down  twice  before  M.  de  Winterhalter's 
large  picture  of  the  Empress  and  her  ladies  of  honour. 
Afcer  having  lunched  at  the  Elysee,  where  she  received 
the  Corps  Diplomatique,  her  Majesty  visited  the  Siinte 
Chapelle,  the  Palais  de  Justice,  the  Cathedral  of  Notre 
Dame,  where  she  was  received  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Paris  at  the  head  of  his  Clergy.  At  all  these  places, 
and  in  the  streets  through  wliich  she  passed,  her 
Majesty  was  enthusiastically  cheered  by  multitudes  of 
people.  She  was  everywhere  attended  by  the  Emperor. 
In  the  evening  a  splendid  banquet  was  given  at  St. 
Cloud.  On  Tuesday  the  royal  visitors  went  to  Versailles. 
After  being  conducted  by  the  Emperor  through  the 
state  apartments,  and  surveying  the  grounds,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  beautiful  little  palace  of  Trianon.  There 
they  were  joined  by  the  Empress,  whose  delicate  state 
of  health  did  not  permit  her  to  take  any  very  prominent 
part  in  the  festivities.  She  and  the  Emperor,  accom- 
panied by  their  royal  guests,  now  withdrew  to  the 
chalet  behind  the  Trianon,  where  in  perfect  retirement 
they  had  coffee  served  to  them  on  the  grass.  The  pretty 
chalet,  with  its  adjoining  sheet  of  water  and  mill-wheel, 
appeared  to  take  the  Queen  completely  by  surprise,  and 
her  gratification  and  that  of  the  Prince  were  still  greater 
when  the  splendid  band  of  the  Guides  made  the  air  of 
this  sweet  spot  resound  with  the  choicest  music.  The 
cortege  returned  to  St.  CJoud  about  4  o'clock,  and, 
having  dined  there  en  famille  at  half-past  6,  the  royal 
party  went  at  (J  in  state  to  the  Opera.  The  Boule- 
vards and  other  streets  along  which  they  passed  were 
brilliantly  illuminated,  and  it  is  impossible  to  do 
justice  to  the  fairy-like  appearance  of  that  part  of 
Paris,  lit  up  by  thousands  of  variegated  lamps. 
Nor  was  the  spectacle  within  the  Opera-house  less  im- 
posing. The  Emperor's  box  was  erected  in  the  grand 
tier,  directly  opposite  the  stage,  and  on  either  side  of  it 
stood,  like  a  statue,  a  soldier  of  the  Cent-Garde,  en 
grande  tenue  —  superb-looking  fellows,  'as  superbly 
dressed  and  equipped.  Two  others  stood  sentry  on  the 
stage  at  either  wing.  The  pit  was  entirely  filled  with 
gentlemen  in  full  evening  costume,  and  the  stalls  and 
tiers  of  boxes  occupied  by  clusters  of  beautiful  women, 
resembled  parterres  of  the  rarest  flowers.  When  the 
Emperor  and  Empress,  with  their  guests,  entered,  the 
whole  house  rose  to  receive  them,  and  from  that  bril- 
liant assemblage  our  Queen  met  with  a  reception  worthy 
of  those  who  gave  and  of  her  who  was  the  object  of  it. 
The  enthusiastic  plaudits  had  hardly  subsided  when  the 
orchestra  began  to  play  the  National  Anthem,  and  at 
its  close  the  cheering  was  renewed  and  long  sustained. 
Her  Majesty  gracefully  acknowledged  these  tokens  of 
favour.  She  was  tastefully  but  simply  dressed,  and 
wore  the  riband  of  the  Garter,  and  on  her  head 
a  tiara  of  diamonds.  She  sat  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
Empress,  having  the  Emperor  on  her  right.  On  the 
right  hand  of  the  Emperor  was  the  Prince  Napoleon, 
and  on  the  left  of  the  Empress  Prince  Albert,  who 
again  had  the  Princess  Mathilde  on  his  left.  The 
Empress  wore  a  magnificent  tiara  of  diamonds,  and  her 
delicate  but  beautiful  features  were  the  theme  of 
general  admiration.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
any  details  as  to  the  performance,  beyond  stating  that 
it  was  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  including  both 
opera  and  ballet,  and  that  Alboni  and  Cruvelli  were 
among  the  vocalists.  They  sang  "  God  save  the 
Queen,"  with  the  English  words,  before  her  Majesty 
retired,  and  the  house  again  renewed  its  plaudits  as  at 
the  commencement,  insisting  upon  an  encore.  On 
Wednesday  the  royal  strangers  passed  several  hours  in 
visiting  the  Great  Exhibition,  and  in  the  evening 
attended  a  grand  ball  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  a  scene  of 
the  most  dazzling  splendour  and  magnificence.  The 
exterior  of  the  building  was  profusely  and  most  taste- 
fully decorated  with  flags,  and  illuminated  by  a  row  of 
gas  jets  running  along  the  entire  facade.  Immense 
pyramids  of  coloured  lamps  were  placed  around  the 
entrance.  At  half-past  nine  the  imperial  and  royal 
cortege  arrived.  The  Emperor,  giving  his  arm  to  the 
Queen,  led  her  into  the  court  of  Louis  Quatorze,  which 
had  been  enclosed  by  a  temporary  roof,  and  converted 
into  a  vast  vestibule.  An  immense  chandelier  hung 
from  the  roof,  the  windows  looking  into  the  courtyard 
were  draped  with  red  curtains  and  illuminated  by  nume- 


rous small  chandeliers,  and  beneath  a  grand  double  stair- 
case ran  a  cascade  of  clear  water,  which  gave  a  delightful 
freshness  to  the  air.  Her  Majesty,  leaning  upon  the 
Emperor's  arm,  ascended  the  grand  staircase,  followed 
by  Prince  Albert,  who  conducted  the  Princess  Mathilde. 
The  royal  visitors  passed  into  the  great  ball-room 
where  chairs  of  state  were  placed  under  a  magnificent 
canopy.  Her  Majesty  opened  the  ball  w ith  "the  Em- 
peror, Prince  Albert  giving  his  hand  to  the  Princess 
Mathilde,  and  the  remaining  dancers  in  the  quadrille 
being  Prince  Napoleon,  Lady  Cowley,  Prince  Adalbert, 
and  Mademoiselle  Hausmann,  granddaughter  of  the 
Prefect  of  the  Seine.  The  Emperor  then  led  the  Queen 
through  the  crowded  rooms,  followed  by  the  other 
members  of  the  royal  party  and  their  suite,  the  com- 
pany making  way  as  they  passed,  and  receiving  their 
Majesties  with  the  must  respectful  salutations,  but 
without  cries  or  exclamations.  The  whole  suite  of  rooms 
of  the  Hotel  de  Ville  were  opened  to  the  company.  About 
8000  persons  were  present.  The  ladies'  toilettes  were  of 
singular  beauty  and  richness ;  and  as  there  were  diplo- 
matists, attaches,  and  military  men  from  every  country 
in  Europe  in  full  costume,  the  splendour  of  the  scene  was 
complete.  Her  Majesty  wore  a  white  silk  robe  covered 
with  lace  and  embroidered  with  the  flowers  of  the 
geranium,  a  diadem  of  diamonds,  and  a  splendid  dia- 
mond necklace.  She  also  wore  the  blue  riband  of  the 
Order  of  the  Garter,  which  the  Emperor  also  wore 
over  his  uniform.  The  Royal  visitors,  having  made 
the  circuit  of  the  rooms,  left  the  Hotel  de  Ville  by  the 
grand  staircase,  Her  Majesty  staying  to  admire  as  she 
descended  the  tasteful  preparations  made  to  do  her 
honour,  and  expressing  to  the  Prefect  the  warm  admi 
ration  and  delight  which  she  had  derived  from  her 
visit.  Their  Majesties  then  took  their  departure.  The 
Empress  was  unable  to  be  present.  After  the  royal 
party  had  left,  dancing  was  resumed  in  various  apart- 
ments, and  continued  until  daybreak.  On  Friday  the 
Queen,  accompanied  by  Prince  Albert,  the  Emperor, 
and  the  Princess  Royal,  paid  a  second  visit  to  the 
Palace  of  Industry,  and  was  afterwards  present  at  a 
grand  review  in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  There  were  from 
40,000  to  45,000  troops  under  arms,  and  an  immense 
multitude  was  assembled.  While  the  troops  defiled, 
the  Queen  and  the  Empress  left  the  carriage,  and  occu- 
pied seats  on  the  balcony  of  the  Ecole  Miiitaire.  The 
Zouaves  attracted  the  especial  attention  of  their  Majes- 
ties. As  the  soldiers  passed  in  companies  before  the 
Queen  they  cheered  her  enthusiastically.  At  night  the 
Queen  went  to  the  Opera  Comique.  The  Boulevards 
and  the  theatre  were  brilliantly  illuminated.  A  dense 
crowd  waited  her  Majesty's  appearance,  and  received 
her  with  vehement  acclamations.  The  royal  party 
return  to-day  (27th)  after  a  short  stay  at  Boulogne. 

Sir  William  Molesworth  has  been  appointed  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  vacated  by  the  resignation  of 
Lord  John  Russell ;  and  Sir  Benjamin  Hall  has  suc- 
ceeded Sir  William  Molesworth  as  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Works. 

Mr.  Matthew  Baines  has  resigned  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  and  is  succeeded  in  that 
office  by  Mr.  Bouverie. 

The  Hon.  William  Cowper  has  succeeded  Sir  B.  Hall 
as  President  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Sir  James  Carnegie,  of  Southesk,  having  successfully 
claimed  the  Southesk  Peerage,  becomes  the  sixth  Earl. 
His  father  began  the  proceedings,  but  died  before  he 
could  complete  them. 

Thomas  Everett,  a  native  of  Brook-street,  South 
Weald,  sergeant  in  the  7th  Fusileers,  and  22  years  in 
the  service,  has  just  returned  to  his  native  village, 
Brentwood,  with  five  wounds  and  the  loss  of  an  eye.  His 
proudest  boast  is  that  he  had  the  distinguished  honour  of 
shaking  hands — a  hearty  English  shake,  too — with  Her 
Majesty  at  Portsmouth,  who,  in  presenting  him  with  a 
silk  handkerchief,  hemmed  by  herself,  said,  "  I  am 
proud  of  you,  my  brave  sergeant ;  "  that  Miss  Nightingale 
also  made  him  a  similar  present;  that  Miss  Taylor 
honoured  him  by  walking  arm-in-arm  with  him  aboard 
ship;  and  that  Miss  Stanley  sent  out  his  pay,  &c,  for 
him  to  Halifax.  He  received  a  shot  through  the  ear  at 
the  Alma,  a  bayonet  wound  through  the  arm  in  a  sortie, 
a  ball  through  the  hip  the  same  night,  and  had  the  sole 
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of  his  shoe  torn  off  by  a  cannon-ball,  as  he  was  lifting  i 
his  leg  in  walking.  He  considers  that  he  slew 
about  50  Russians  by  his  own  hands !  He  also  states 
that  he  was  compelled  to  feign  dead  sixteen  hours  as  he  lay 
on  the  field  of  battle  surrounded  by  Russians,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  enabled  to  release  two  comrades  who 
were  taken  into  Sebastopol  prisoners.  He  got  into 
Sebastopol,  shot  the  sentry  who  was  guarding  the  house 
where  they  were  confined,  released  them,  and  brought 
them  safely  out. 

Lieut.  Perry,  whose  court-martial  created  so  much  in- 
terest about  a  twelvemonth  ago,  having  failed  to  obtain 
a  commission  in  the  Turkish  Legion,  has  proceeded  to 
Australia,  the  balance  of  the  iund  subscribed  for  him 
(2,010i!.)  having  been  paid  to  his  agents  in  Melbourne. 


©uttiKtry  of  JJnfctuIc  $3rr£rjrrf. 

Colonel  Lowth,  of  the  38th  Regiment,  died  at  Portsmouth 
on  the  30th  ult.,  within  an  hour  after  being  landed  from  the 
Hansa  transport,  in  which  he  had  come  home  from  the  Crimea. 
He  died  of  dysentery,  and  from  the  effects  of  a  severe  wound, 
received  in  the  successful  entry  into  the  suburb  of  Sebastopol, 
on  the  ISth  of  June. 

The  Earl  of  Sefton  died  on  the  2nd  inst.,  after  a  protracted 
and  painful  illness,  at  the  family  residence  iuBelgrave-square, 
aged  69. 

General  Walter  Tremenhef.e  died  on  the  7th  inst.,  in 
London,  in  his  94th  year. 

Mrs.  Lawrence,  of  Ealing  Park,  died  suddenly  on  the  14th 
inst.  This  lady,  so  well  known  in  fashionable  circles,  was, 
up  to  the  moment  of  her  death,  apparently  in  excellent  health. 


Mr.  Patrick  Park,  the  eminent  sculptor,  died  on  the  16th. 
inst.,  at  Warrington,  iu  his  4Sth  year.  The  deceased,  who 
was  a  native  of  Glasgow,  studied  under  Thorwaldsen,  at  Rome, 
and  was  a  contemporary  disciple  with  Gibson. 

The  Duke  of  Somerset  died  on  the  15th  inst.,  at  his  town 
residence  iu  Park-lane,  in  his  Slst  year. 

General  Pepe,  whose  name  is  well  known  to  the  readers 
of  Italian  history  of  the  last  half-century,  died  near  Turin  on 
the  Sth  inst. 

General  Arista,  ex-President  of  Mexico,  en,  route  from 
Cadiz  to  Southampton,  died  suddenly  on  board  the  Tagus,  on 
the  12th  inst. 

General  Gabriel  Gordon,  Colonel  of  the  91st  Foot,  died 
at  his  residence  near  Manchester,  on  the  7th  inst.  He  was 
92  years  of  age,  and  had  been  more  than  74  years  in  the  service. 

General  Sir  Richard  Bourke,  K.C.B.,  died  suddenly  at 
his  seat,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  on  the  12th  inst.,  in  his 
7Sth  year. 

Colonel  Richard  Tyi.den,  of  the  Boyal  Engineers,  C.B., 
and  aide-de-camp  to  the  Queen,  died  at  Malta  on  the  2nd  inst., 
in  his  36th  year. 

Me.  Henri'  Coleurn,  the  well-known  publisher,  died  at 
his  house  in  Bryanston-s  [uare,  on  the  16th  inst. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  died  on  the  lbth  inst.,  having 
just  completed  his  06th  year. 

Viscount  Hereford,  'the  premier  Viscount  of  the  English 
peerage,  died  on  the  ISth  inst.,  at  his  residence  in  Wilton 
Crescent,  in  his  46th  year. 

Major-General  Sir  A.  W.  Toreens,  K.C.B.,  expired  at 
Paris  on  the  24th.  He  was  the  Queen's  Military  Commis- 
sioner in  France.  He  commanded  a  Division  in  the  Crimea, 
and  received  a  dangerous  wound  at  Inkerman.  From  this  he 
never  wholly  recovered  ;  but  his  death  was  accelerated  by 
grief  from  the  loss  of  a  sister.  He  had  not  completed  his 
46th  year. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


Advices  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  have  been 
received  to  the  3rd  of  June.  Two  reports  have  been 
presented  to  the  Legislative  Council  ;  one  on  the  state 
of  the  frontier.  It  appears  that  the  Fingoes  make  some 
serious  complaints,  such  as  that  land  has  been  taken 
from  them,  that  their  cattle  feeding  on  this  land  are 
impounded,  and  that  regulations  restraining  their 
customs  have  been  adopted.  The  report  states  that 
there  was  no  ground  for  the  story  that  the  Caffres  had 
entered  the  Amatolas ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
admitted  "  that  the  unsettled  slate  of  the  country  at 
the  time,  the  prevailing  suspicions  of  Fingo  dis- 
affection and  Caffre  intrigue,  were  well  calculated  to 
render  the  functionaries  who  were  involved  peculiarly 
alive  to  rumours  of  not  unlikely  contingencies,  and 
liable  to  error  on  the  most  prudent  side."  The  second 
report  related  to  the  mining  districts ;  and  on  the 
motion  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  the  House  of  Assembly 
agreed  to  appropriate  25001.  "  for  the  purpose  of 
. engaging  a  competent  engineer  to  make  the  necessary 


preliminary  surveys,  with  a  view  to  the   formation  of 
railroads  in  this  colony." 

Advices  from  Melbourne  have  been  received  to  the 
3rd  of  June.  They  give  a  moderately  favourable  ac- 
count of  the  progress  of  business.  The  markets  were 
still  oppressed  with  goods,  but  less  so  than  for  some 
months  past,  and  such  trade  as  was  carried  on  was  for 
the  most  part  safe  and  remunerative.  Grain  and  farm 
produce  generally  were  in  great  demand,  and  the 
prevalence  of  high  prices  had  caused  a  large  increase  in 
the  breadth  of  land  sown  with  wheat.  The  export 
duty  on  gold  had  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  of 
May,  and,  owing  to  the  forms  connected  with  it,  a 
temporary  diminution  had  occurred  in  the  quantity 
brought  into  Melbourne,  although  the  rate  of  produc- 
tion was  understood  to  be  undiminished.  The  efforts 
made  previously  to  send  away  as  much  as  possible  had 
also  contributed  to  a  reaction  ;  but,  when  the  advices 
left,  the  gold  market  was  improving. 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  Narrative  of  last  month  brought  the  occurrences 
before  Sebastopol  down  to  the  25th  ult.  Further  details 
of  the  events  preceding  that  date  have  been  subsequently 
received. 

Some  interesting  particulars  have  been  published 
relative  to  the  death  of  Colonel  Shadforth,  of  the  57th 
regiment,  who  fell  in  the  attack  on  the  Redan  on  the 
18th  of  June.  The  following  letter  from  Acting-Sergeant- 
Major  George  dimming,  of  the  57th,  to  Colonel  Sbad- 
forth's  widow,  affords  a  most,  affecting  testimony  to  the 
esteem  with  which  the  Colonel  was  regarded  by  his 
regiment,  and  the  courage  with  which  he  led  it  to 
the  assault: — "Madam, — I  trust  you  will  pardon  me 
for  presuming  to  address  you  while  in  the  midst  of  such 
distress,  but  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  convey  to  you  the 
deep  regret  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of 
the  regiment  at  the  loss  of  our  late  Colonel.  He  was 
our  father  and  friend,  and  watched  over  the  regiment 
and  its  wants  in  a  manner  that  gained  for  him  the 
adoration  of  his  men  ;  and  never  did  I  see  more  genuine 
grief  among  a  body  of  men  than  was  seen  in  the  57th 


regiment  for  the  poor  Colonel ;  and  the  memory  of  his 
many  acts  of  kindness,  of  his  unflinching  courage  at  the 
head  of  his  own  '  Die-hards,'  and  of  his  glorious  death, 
will  long  be  a  theme  in  the  57th  regiment.  Such  are 
the  feelings  of  the  men  of  the  regiment — they  have  lost 
their  best" friend  ;  but  I  have  lost,  if  possible,  more  than 
any  of  them,  for  I  never  experienced  such  kindness  as 
heinvariably  showed  to  me  and  my  welfare.  He  lost 
no  opportunity  in  advancing  me  in  my  profession,  and 
not  only  did  he  look  after  my  temporal  hut  my  spiritual 
welfare;  and  if  ever  a  man  died  a  Christian  he  did.  I 
spoke  to  him  a  few  minutes  before  he  fell ;  the  last 
words  I  heard  him  say  were,  '  Now,  Colonel  Warre,  you 
mind  the  right,  I  will  take  the  left,  and  Major  Inglis 
the  centre.'  This  was  said  amidst  a  shower  of  missiles 
of  every  kind,  and  he  was  then  as  cool  and  collected  as 
if  on  parade  Poor  Colonel !  it  was  the  last  order  I 
heard  him  give,  and  the  last  time  I  saw  him  alive.  He 
could  not  have  suffered  much  pain,  from  the  nature  of 
his  wound.  I  would  have  written  to  you  before,  but  I 
did  not  like  to  intrude  upon  your  grief.    If  there  is  any 
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service  I  can  do  for  you,  or  any  information  I  can 
furnish,  I  will  do  so  with  pleasure  ;  and  Boakes  knows 
that  if  there  is  anything  to  be  done  which  he  cannot 
properly  manage,  I  will  give  him  all  the  assistance  in 
my  power.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  respectfully  to  assure 
you  of  my  best  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  yourself  and 
the  young  ladies,  and  I  trust  you  will  not  consider  me 
too  forward  in  thus  addressing  you." 

Colonel  Shadforth  seems  to  have  felt  some  presenti- 
ment of  his  approaching  fate,  for  he  took  leave  of  his 
wife  and  children  the  night  before  the  assault  in  the 
following  letter: — "  Before  Sebastopol,  June  17,  9  p.m. — 
My  own  beloved  Wife  and  dearly  beloved  Children, — 
At  one  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  I  head  the  57th  to 
storm  the  Redan.  It  is,  as  I  feel,  an  awfully  perilous 
moment  to  me,  but  I  place  myself  in  the  hands  of  our 
gracious  God,  without  whose  will  a  sparrow  cannot  fall 
to  the  ground.  I  place  my  whole  trust  in  Him.  Should 
I  fall  in  the  performance  of  my  duty,  I  fully  rely  in  the 
precious  blood  of  our  Saviour,  shed  for  sinners,  that  I 
may  be  saved  through  Him.  Pardon  and  forgive  me, 
my  beloved  ones,  for  anything  I  may  have  said  or  done 
to  cause  you  one  moment's  unhappiness.  Unto  God  I 
commend  my  body  and  soul,  which  are  His  ;  and  should 
it  be  His  will  that  I  fall  in  the  performance  of  my  duty 
in  the  defence  of  my  Queen  and  country,  I  most  humbly 
say,  '  Thy  will  be  done.'  God  bless  you  and  protect 
you  ;  and  my  last  prayer  will  be,  that  He,  of  His  in- 
finite goodness,  may  preserve  me  to  you.  God  ever 
bless  you,  my  beloved  Eliza,  and  my  dearest  children ; 
and,  if  we  meet  not  again  in  this  world,  may  we  all 
meet  in  the  mansion  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  through 
Jesus  Christ.  God  bless  and  protect  you ;  and  ever 
believe  me,  your  affectionate  husband  and  loving  father, 
Thomas  Shadforth. " 

Her  Majesty,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news,  signed  a 
warrant  granting  a  pension  of  2001.  a-year  to  Mrs.  Shad- 
forth, and  has  intimated  that  she  will  take  advantage  of 
any  future  opportunity  which  may  occur  to  manifest  her 
appreciation  of  Colonel  Shadforth's  services.  Colonel 
Shadforth  had  a  hereditary  connection  with  the  57th  ; 
his  father,  who  was  severely  wounded  at  Albucra,  having 
served  in  it  for  thirty-two  years,  and  two  of  his  brothers 
being  also  officers  in  the  same  regiment. 

A  despatch  from  General  Simpson,  dated  the  21st  of 
July,  describes  the  condition  of  the  troops,  and  the 
positions  of  the  hostile  armies: — "  I  have  great  pleasure 
to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  health  of  the  army  has 
greatly  improved ;  cholera  has  nearly  disappeared,  and 
although  more  sickness  has  appeared  amongst  the 
officers,  it  is  not  of  that  character  to  cause  uneasiness. 
With  reference  to  the  exterior  army,  the  Russians  hold 
their  strong  position  on  the  Mackenzie  Heights,  ex- 
tending by  Aitodor  to  Albat,  with  advanced  posts  by 
Chouli,  Ozenbash,  and  the  strong  range  of  heights  over- 
hanging Urkusta  and  the  Valley  of  Baidar.  It  is 
reported  they  have  also  a  force  of  artillery  and  infantry 
at  Alupka.  The  French  have  pushed  forward  the 
whole  of  their  cavalry  into  the  Valley  of  Baidar, 
resting  upon  the  Sardinians,  upon  the  left  bank  of  the 
Souhai  river,  and  communicating  with  the  French  upon 
the  Tchernaya,  whilst  the  high  ridge  protecting  Bala- 
klava  is  guarded  by  the  Turkish  army.  I  purpose 
sending  four  squadrons  of  light  cavalry  into  the  Valley 
of  Baidar  to-morrow,  to  protect  and  afford  convoys  to 
the  commissariat  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  forage 
and  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  army.  Major-General 
Markham  arrived  on  the  19th  instant,  and,  agreeably  to 
the  instructions  conveyed  in  your  Lordship's  telegraphic 
message,  I  have  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  the 
2nd  division.  Sir  Stephen  Lushington,  K.C.B.,  having 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  admiral,  has  been  relieved 
in  the  command  of  the  naval  brigade  by  Captain  Hon. 
Henry  Keppel.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  recording 
my  sense  of  the  ability  and  zeal  with  which  he  has 
throughout  conducted  his  arduous  and  responsible 
Bituation  of  commanding  the  naval  brigade,  which  has 
rendered  such  excellent  service  in  our  batteries.  I  beg 
also  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Commissary- 
General  Filder  has  been  obliged  to  relinquish  the  com- 
mand of  his  important  department,  and  will  have  to 
return  to  England,  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  medical 
board.     I  enclose  the  list  of  casualties  to  the  19th  inst." 


The  casualties  up  to  the  19th  July  were — 1  officer  and 
14  men  killed,  aud  2  officers  and  92  men  wounded. 
The  names  of  the  officers  were — Captain  R.  A.  Fraser, 
42nd  Foot,  killed,  and  Captain  Roper,  47th  Foot,  and 
Captain  Charles  Hudson,  Land  Transport  Corps, 
wounded.  The  Naval  Brigade  lost  2  killed  and  I 
wounded. 

Courts-martial  for  being  drunk  on  duty  had  been 
held  on  Captain  Colin  Maxwell,  93rd  Highlanders,  and 
Captain  Charles  Spencer  Gaynor,  9th  Regiment,  both 
of  whom  were  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be 
cashiered.  The  court  in  eacli  case  recommended  the 
prisoners  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
General  Commanding,  on  account  of  previous  length 
of  service ;  but  General  Simpson  could  not  reconcile 
it  with  his  sense  of  duty  to  give  further  effect  to 
the  recommendations  than  to  submit  them  to  Lord 
Hardinge. 

Lieutenant  the  Hon.  Edward  Fitzclarence,  of  the 
7th  Fusiliers,  who  was  so  severely  wounded  on  the  18th 
of  June  that  he  had  to  suffer  amputation  of  the  thigh, 
died  on  the  22nd  of  July.  Until  a  few  days  before  he 
was  reported  to  be  progressing  most  favourably,  and 
preparations  were  made  and  the  day  fixed  for  his  return 
to  England.  Some  bad  symptoms  then  appeared,  which 
he  had  no  power  to  resist — induced,  it  is  said,  by  fretting 
at  leaving  a  brother  behind — and  he  gradually  sank. 
Although  very  young,  he  bore  the  loss  of  his  limb  with 
exemplary  fortitude. 

On  July  24,  General  Simpson  further  reported  that, 
on  the  night  of  the  22nd  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire 
of  musketry  from  the  parapets  of  the  Malakhofi'  and 
adjacent  works,  which  did  no  damage  to  either  the  works 
or  soldiers.  The  troops  in  the  Baidar  valley  had  not 
altered  their  positions  from  the  date  of  the  last  des- 
patch. A  list  of  casualties  to  the  22nd  gives  10  rank 
and  file  killed ;  3  sergeants,  1  drummer,  58  rank  and 
file,  wounded.  In  another  despatch,  dated  the  28th 
ult.,  General  Simpson  says  :  "  Since  my  despatch  of 
the  24th  inst.,  I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  relate. 
We  continue  to  strengthen  and  improve  our  advanced 
works,  which  are  now  so  close  to  the  enemy's  defences 
that  I  regret  to  say  our  casualties  are  necessarily 
considerable.  The  enemy  exhibits  great  activity  in 
adding  to  and  improving  their  defences,  and  the  con- 
veyance of  large  military  stores  from  the  north  to  the 
south  side  is  increasing.  The  cholera  has  nearly  ceased 
in  the  ranks  of  the  army."  The  list  of  casualties  to 
the  26th  comprises  20  rank  and  file  killed ;  1  officer 
(Lieut.  J.  Paton,  4th  Foot),  4  sergeants,  1  drummer, 
and  133  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  letters  of 
newspaper  correspondents:  "July  26. — As  a  proof  of 
the  heedless  indifference  to  danger  which  some  of  the 
men  acquire  from  constantly  moving  amongst  shot  and 
shell,  the  following  example,  which  occurred  last  even- 
ing, may  be  mentioned.  A  large  shell  had  been  thrown 
fruni  the  Redan  into  our  right  attack,  and  during  its 
passage  the  fuze  had  accidentally  dropped  out.  The 
shell  "fell,  therefore,  like  a  round  shot  into  part  of  the  ap- 
proach connected  with  the  old  advanced  or  third  parallel. 
Some  men  of  the  47th  regiment  were  near,  waiting  for 
the  reliefs  to  arrive,  and  ready  to  return  to  camp.  One 
of  these  soldiers,  after  examining  the  unexploded  shell, 
actually  had  the  foolhardiness  to  jerk  the  ashes  of  the 
tobacco  in  his  pipe,  which  he  had  just  finished  smoking, 
into  the  fuze-hole.  Another  of  the  men  standing  by, 
and  observing  the  action,  had  only  just  time  to  utter 
an  exclamation,  when  the  shell  burst.  The  reckless 
author  of  the  mischief  suffered  severely — both  his  legs 
were  shattered,  and  he  was  frightfully  scorched  about 
the  head  and  face.  Five  other  men  were  wounded, 
but  fortunately  none  were  dangerously  hurt." 

"  Many  reforms,"  says  the  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
News,  "have  taken  place  in  the  interior  economy 
of  our  routine  since  the  change  at  our  head-quarters; 
they  give  universal  satisfaction.  The  trench  duties  are 
now  taken  by  divisions,  which  prevents  a  deal  of 
trouble  ;  in  the  event  of  casualties,  the  senior  officers 
can  be  discovered  without  difficulty,  and  the  command 
handed  over  to  the  proper  person  without  requiring  the 
aid  of  an  Army  List.  The  whole  of  the  attack  is  placed 
under  the  command  of  the  general  of  the  attack,  who 
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delivers  his  orders  to  all  employed.  Formerly,  the 
Artillery  was  only  under  the  control  of  its  own  chief, 
and  received  the  orders  from  him  alone.  The  incon- 
venience from  this  arrangement)  has  only  now  heen 
rectified.  Our  new  commander-in-chief  seems  deter- 
mined to  view  all  things  for  himself,  and  will  take 
nothing  on  hearsay.  He  was  nearly  taken  as  a  spy  by  some 
soldier  ignorant  of  his  rank  not  long  since,  as  the  latter 
could  not  understand  what  business  an  officer  in  a  very 
shabby  uniform,  and  without  any  attendants,  had  in 
promenading  through  the  most  advanced  and  exposed 
trenches,  looking  into  the  magazines,  taking  the 
directions  of  the  mortar-batteries,  and  making  himself 
master  of  the  whole  plan  of  our  attack." 

General  Simpson's  despatches  continue  the  narrative 
of  the  siege.  On-^he  31st  of  July  he  writes: — "  I  beg 
to  enclose  the  list  of  casualties  to  the  29th  inst.,  which, 
I  regret  to  say,  are  very  heavy.  The  proximity  of  our 
works  to  those  of  the  enemy,  together  with  the  light- 
ness of  the  nights  and  rocky  nature  of  the  ground, 
making  it  impossible  to  obtain  rapid  cover,  materially 
contributes  to  such  a  result ;  notwithstanding  which 
disadvantages  our  engineers  continue  6teadily  though 
slowly  to  advance  in  the  direction  of  the  Great  Redan. 
An  agreeable  change  has  taken  place  the  last  few  days 
in  the  temperature  of  the  weather;  heavy  showers  of 
rain  have  occasionally  fallen.  Several  reconnoissances 
have  been  made  from  the  valley  of  Baidar  towards 
Ozenbash,  Aitodar,  and  through  the  Phoros  Pass 
towards  Aloupka,  the  enemy  nowhere  appearing  in  any 
force  ;  but  the  narrowness  of  the  mountain  roads,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Woronzoff,  makes  it  unnecessary 
for  them  to  alter  their  concentrated  position  on  the 
heights  of  Mackenzie  and  plateau  of  the  Bel'oek.  The 
health  of  the  troops  continues  very  satisfactory."  The 
general  list  of  casualties  for  two  days  consists  of  1 
sergeant,  11  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  5  officers,  2  sergeants, 
106  rank  and  file,  wounded.  The  officers  wounded  are 
as  follows:  "July  28,  19th  Foot  — Lieut.  A.  Goren, 
slightly;  44th— Capt.  L.  Thoroton,  slightly;  46th— 
Major  C.  F.  Campbell,  Assistant-Engineer,  slightly  ; 
86th— Capt.  N.  Steevens,  slightly.  'July  29,  79th— 
Assistant- Surgeon  E.  L.  Lundy,  slightly."  In  a 
despatch  dated  the  4th  inst.  General  Simpson  says  :  "  On 
the  night  of  the  2nd  instant,  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock,  the  enemy  made  a  sortie  in  considerable  force 
by  the  Woronzoff  road.  The  strength  of  the  enemy  is 
computed  to  be  about  2,000.  Their  object  was  to 
destroy  a  heavy  iron  chevaux  da  frieze,  made  across  the 
Woronzoff  road,  between  our  right  and  left  attacks, 
and  being  further  supported  by  heavy  columns  in  rear, 
to  take  advantage  of  such  circumstances  as  might 
present  themselves.  They  came  on  with  loud  cheers 
and  bugling,  and  were  received  with  great  gallantry  by 
our  advanced  picquet,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  R. 
E.  Carr,  of  the  39th  regiment,  who  withdrew  his  men, 
firing  at  the  same  time  upon  the  enemy,  to  the  main 
body,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Leckie,  39th 
regiment.  A  heavy  and  well-directed  fire  was  opened 
upon  the  enemy  by  the  party  under  Captain  Leckie  on 
the  Woronzoff  road,  as  also  by  the  guards  of  the 
trenches  on  the  right  of  the  4th  parallel,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Boyle,  of  the  89th  regiment,  and 
Captain  Turner,  of  the  1st  Royals,  which  in  about  ten 
minutes  caused  the  enemy  to  retire  from  an  attack 
which,  if  it  had  not  been  so  well  met,  might  have  been 
a  serious  affair.  The  enemy  left  four  men  killed,  and 
some  wo-unded  were  carried  away.  We  had  only  one 
man  slightly  wounded  in  this  affair.  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  announcing  the  return  to  this  army  of 
Captain  Montague,  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  from  being 
a  prisoner  of  war.  He  expresses  himself  highly  grateful 
for  the  kindness  with  which  he  was  treated  by  the 
Russians  during  his  captivity.  It  is  with  great  regret 
that  I  have  to  communicate  that  Lieut.-General  Sir  R. 
England,  G.C.B.,  has  been  compelled,  upon  the  recom-  I 
mendation  of  a  medical  board,  to  return  to  England. 
Sir  R.  England  is  the  last  of  the  general  officers  who 
left  the  United  Kingdom  in  command  of  a  division  ;  he- 
has  remained  at  his  post  throughout  the  trying  heats 
of  Bulgaria,  and  the  severities  and  hardships  of  the  | 
winter's  campaign  in  the  Crimea;  and  great  credit  is  ; 
due  to  this  officer  for  the  constancy  and  untiring  zeal 


he  has  exhibited  in  carrying  out  arduous  and  difficult 
duties  on  all  occasions.     The  casualties   between   the 
30th  ult.  and  the  2nd  inst.  are  12  rank  and  file,  killed  ; 
1  officer,  3  sergeants,  80  rank  and  file,  wounded,  includ- 
ing Lieut.  W.  T.  E.  Fosbery,  77th  Foot,  dangerously." 
The  correspondent  of  the  Times  gives  a  description  oi 
the  present  habitations  of  the  soldiers  in  camp  :    "  The 
habitations  of  the  army  are  of  three  classes — wooden 
huts,  huts  or  hovels  (dating  from  last  winter,  and  partly 
subterranean),  and  tents.  Happy,  at  least  at  this  season, 
is  the  man  who  possesses  a  good  wooden  hut  with  a 
plank  flooring.     Most  of  the  large  huts,  however,  are 
used  as  store-houses,  or  for  other  general  purposes.  The 
walls  of  the  hovels  (for  such  is  the  term  that  most  cor- 
rectly designates  them)  are  usually  three  or  four  feet 
below  ground  and  about  as  much   above   it,  and  are 
surmounted  by  gabled  roofs,  without  which,  in  some  of 
them,  a  tall  man  could  hardly  stand  upright.      These 
singular  dwellings  are,  as  may  be  supposed,  damp  and 
gloomy.     They  are  entered  by  three  or  four  steps  cut  in 
the  earth,  and  usually  covered  with  stones  or  planks. 
Here  is  one  of  which  the  entrance  is  so  low  that  a  man 
of  average  height  must  bend  double  to  get  in.     It  is 
considered  rather  a  good  hut,  and  its  owners  speak  with 
gratitude,   almost  with   enthusiasm,   of   the   excellent 
shelter  it  afforded  them  in  the. trying  times  of  last  winter. 
It  is  eight  or  nine  feet  broad  and  about  twelve  in  length. 
At  one   end  a  sort  of  embrasure  admits  light  through 
the  thick  wall,  composed  of  mud  and  shapeless  masse* 
of  stone.      Below  this   embrasure,   is  the  bed,  barely 
raised  from  the  ground  ;  on  one  side  is  a  small  niche  in 
the  wall  used  as  a  fire-place.    The  walls  are  tapestried 
with  sail-cloth,  horse  blankets,  and  mantas  that  have 
come  all  the  way  from  Catalonia  and  Valencia  with  the 
Spanish  mules   and  muleteers,  and  are  adorned  with 
pictures   cut  from    illustrated    periodicals,    and    with 
numerous  pipes,  bicn  culottees — well  blackened,  that  is 
to  say,  by  the  tobacco  oil  that  has  soaked  through  the 
porous  clay.      There   is   actually   a    chimney-piece — a 
thick  board  wrenched  from  some  packing-case,  the  rusty 
nails  still  sticking  in  its  edges— which  supports  a  biscuit- 
box,  tobacco,  bottles  in  various  stages  of  consumption, 
and  other  small  comforts.      Here  is  a  rough  tub,  used 
for  the  inmates'  ablutions,  until  scarcity  of  water  caused 
the  prohibition  of  such  luxuries.      Suspended  from  the 
homely  tapestry  are  a  sword,  a  pouch-belt,  waterproof 
and  leather  leggings.     A  pair  of  tall  boots  ar^  in  one 
corner,  and  hard  by  the  door — the  lightest  place — is  a 
crazy  table,  with  writing  materials  and  sundries.     A 
shelf  has  been  contrived,  and  holds  a  few  well-thumbed 
volumes.      The   heavy  rain   has  flowed  into   the  hut 
through  the  doorway  up  to  the  edge  of  the  bed ;   the 
consequence  is  that  the  floor  resembles  a  muddy  road, 
in  which  you  slip  about  and  almost  stick.    A  trifle,  this, 
to  Crimean  campaigners.  The  roof  does  not  leak,  which 
is  more  than  can  be  said  of  the  roofs  of  many  huts.  The 
one  I  have  described  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  specimen 
of  the  class  of  edifice.    "Transported  to  England,  and 
exhibited  as  the  dwelling  of  an  Esquimaux  or  American 
Indian,  it  would  doubtless  excite  surprise  and  compassion, 
and  people  would  wonder  that  even  savages  could  exist 
in  such  dens— here  cheerfully  tenanted  by  very  civilised 
persons.     Huts  and  hovels  are  few  in  number  compared 
with  the  tents,  which,  when  carefully  pitched,  wi»h  a 
good  gutter  round  them,  make  endurable  habitations 
for  this  time  of  year,  although  liable  to  be  overthrown 
by  very  high  winds.      But  against  the  cold,  when  the 
canvas  crackles  with  the  frost,  and  the  icy  breath  of 
winter  enters  at  every  chink,  they  afford  poor  protection 
indeed.     If  we  are  to  pass  another  winter  before  Sebas- 
topol— I  mean  to  say,  if  the  higher  powers  consider  it 
probable,  or  even  possible  that  we  shall  do  so — it  is  pre- 
sumable that  measures  will  be  taken  for  the  preservation 
of  so  costly  a  commodity  as  the  British  soldier.      Sea- 
soned veterans,  who  have  survived  the  bitter  sufferings 
of  the  winter  of  1854-5,  may  be  able  to  withstand  the 
less  severe  hardships  of  that  of  1855-6  ;  but  what  do  our 
rulers  imagine  will  become  of  youthful  recruits,  in  the 
year's  worst  season,  on  these  inclement  heights,  unless 
provision  be  made  for  their  comfort  superior  to  any  a: 
present  existing  ?     Rations  and  raiment  will,  doubtless, 
not  be  deficient,  but,  as  tar  as  appearances  yet  go,  pro- 
per shelter  will." 
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Intelligence  of  a  great  victory,  gained  by  the  French 
and  Sardinians,  was  received  in  London  on  the  17th 
instant,  the  battle  having  taken  place  the  day  before. 
The  news  was  contained  in  telegraphic  despatches  from 
General  Pelissier  and  General  La  Marmora. — General 
Pelissier  wrote  : — "  Traktir  Bridge,  Aug.  16,  10  a.m. — 
For  some  davs  rumours  of  a  premeditated  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  Russians  had  aroused  our  attention,  and 
they  carried  out  their  project  this  morning  at  daybreak 
against  our  lines  on  the  Tchernaya ;  but,  despite  the 
concentration  of  imposing  masses  collected  during  the 
niaht,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  great  vigour  by  the 
divisions  of  Generals  Herbillon,  Camou,  Faucheux,  and 
Morris.  The  Sardinians,  placed  on  our  right,  fought 
valiantly.  The  principal  effort  of  the  enemy  was 
directed  against  Traktir  Bridge.  The  Russians  left  a 
great  number  of  dead  there,  and  we  made  a  great  many 
prisoners.  They  were  in  full  retreat  on  Mackenzie's 
Farm  when  our  reserves  were  coming  up,  and  those  of 
our  brave  allies,  especially  the  English  cavalry.  The 
enemy  has  received  a  severe  check.  Our  losses,  which 
are  much  less  than  those  of  the  Russians,  have  not  yet 
been  accurately  ascertained." 

General  La  Marmora  said: — "  Kadikoi,  Aug.  16. — 
This  morning  the  Russians,  to  the  number  of  50,000, 
attacked  the  lines  on  the  Tchernaya.  Our  watchward 
■was  '  King  and  country.'  The  French  despatches  will 
say  whether  the  Piedmontese  were  worthy  to  fight 
beside  the  French  and  English.  The)'  were  very  brave. 
General  Montevecchio  is  dying.  We  have  200  men  put 
hors  de  combat.  The  loss  of  the  Russians  is  con- 
siderable." 

At  the  same  time  the  following  was  received  from 
General  Simpson  :  "Aug.  16. — General  Pelissier  and  I 
have  decided  en  opening  fire  from  the  English  and 
French  batteries  at  dawn  to-morrow  morning." 

General  Pelissier,  in  a  despatch  to  the  Minister  of 
War,  dated  August  17,  gives  the  following  particulars  : 
— "  In  the  attack  of  yesterday  the  enemy  came  forward 
■with  five  divisions,  6,000  horse  and  20  batteries,  deter- 
mined to  occupy  the  Tediouchine  mountains.  After 
passing  the  river  at  several  points,  they  had  brought  up 
an  immense  accumulation  of  sapping  tools,  planks, 
madriers,  fascines,  and  ladders,  all  which  they  aban- 
doned in  their  flight.  According  to  its  usual  custom, 
our  artillery  fought  bravely  and  with  ereat  success.  An 
English  battery  position,  on  the  Piedmontese  hill, 
afforded  very  efficient  assistance.  The  Russians  left  on 
the  field  at  least  2,500  dead.  Thirty-five  of  their  officers 
and  1,620  soldiers  are  in  our  ambulances.  Three  Rus- 
sian generals  were  killed.  We  have  made  besides  400 
prisoners.  Our  loss  consists  of  181  dead  and  810 
wounded.  Tixier,  Darbois.  Alpy,  and  Saint  Remy  are 
severely  wounded  ;  De  Polhes  and  Barthe  less  severely, 
and  Gagneur  has  only  received  a  slight  wound." 

In  a  further  despatch,  dated  the  evening  of  the  18th, 
General  Pelissier  says  ;  "Prince  Gortehakoff  has  asked 
of  me  an  armistice  to  bury  the  dead  left  on  this  side  of  the 
Tchernaya.  I  have  granted  this.  The  losses  of  the  enemy 
are  greater  than  1  at  first  thought.  Lieut.-General 
Read  has  been  killed.  Protected  by  the  continued  fire 
of  our  artillery,  the  engineers'  works  are  no  longer  an- 
noyed by  the  enemy,  and  have  gained  camp  ground." 

In  another  despatch  dated  the  19th  inst.,  General 
Pelissier  says  :  "  It  was  necessary  to  continue  the 
armistice  demanded  yesterday  by  the  Russians  from  6 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  to-day,  for  them  to  carry  away  their 
dead.  The  nearest  return  we  could  make  gives  the 
following  results: — Russians  buried  by  the  French 
2,129,  by  the  Russians,  1,200— total  3.329." 

Prince  Gortehakoff,  in  a  despatch  dated  the  evening  of 
the  10th,  gives  the  following  version  of  this  affair: — 
"  To-day,  part  of  our  troops  crossed  the  Tchernaya,  and 
attacked  the  heights  called  Tediouchine.  Having  en- 
countered very  considerable  forces,  we  withdrew  to  the 
right  bank,  after  an  obstinate  fight,  and  there  awaited 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  for  four  hours.  As  they  did 
not  move  forward,  we  returned  to  our  former  position. 
The  loss  on  both  sides  is  considerable." 

The  Russian  General  Read,  whose  death  is  reported, 
was  a  very  distinguished  officer,  and  a  year  ago  was 
discharging  the  duties  of  imperial  lieutenant  of  the 
Caucasian  provinces,  in  the  absence  of  Prince  Woronzoff, 


and  before  General  MuvaviefF  had  been  nominated  his 
successor.  The  father  of  General  Read,  born  at  Mon- 
trose, was  a  civil  engineer,  who  entered  the  service  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander  in  early  life,  and  settled  in  Russia, 
where  his  sou,  afterwards  General  T^ead,  was  born. 

"  Last  night,"  General  Pelissier  writes,  dating  24th 
August,  "  we  carried  an  ambuscade  on  the  glacis  of  the 
Malakhoff;  500  Russians  made  a  sortie  to  retake  it,  but 
were  brilliantly  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  about  300  men. 
The  work  has  been  turned,  and  remains  definitively 
ours."  The  possession  of  this  out-wnrk  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  capture  of  the  Malakhoff  itself— the  key  of 
the  position. 


The  accounts  from  the  Baltic  contain  intelligence  of 
the  bombardment  of  Sweaborg  by  the"Mlied  squadrons, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  arsenal  with  its  magazines 
and  storehouses.  This  fortress  is  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland, 
distant  163  miles  from  St.  Petersburg.  It  is  composed 
of  seven  rocky  islands,  and  is  situated  about  three  miles 
and  a  half  from  Helsingfors.  The  works  are  stupendous. 
The  walls  are  chiefly  of  hewn  granite,  covered  with 
earth,  rising  in  some  places  to  a  height  of  forty-eight 
feet.  The  batteries,  which  commence  on  a  level  with 
the  water,  and  rise  in  tiers  one  above  another,  are 
mounted,  it  is  alleged,  with  nearly  a  thousand  guns.  In 
Wolfs  Island,  the  principal  of  the  group,  there  is  a  dry 
dock,  capable  of  containing  eleven  or  twelve  frigates, 
which  has  been  completely  hollowed  out  of  solid  rock, 
the  length  being  300  feet,  breadth  200,  and  depth  14 
feet.  At  one  extremity  of  this  dock  is  a  basin  200  feet 
square,  closed  at  each  end  with  sluice  gates,  which 
serves  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  frigates,  and  for 
repairing  and  building  ships.  The  stores  and  ammu- 
nition for  the  batteries  are  deposited  in  magazines,  on 
the  edge  of  the  water.  The  harbour  can  contain  seven 
ships  of  the  line  and  a  few  frigates.  The  population  of 
Helsingfors,  which  is  the  capital  of  the  district,  is 
10,000,  and  of  Sweaborg  about  4000,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  are  tradesmen  and  merchants,  who  depend  on 
supplying  the  garrison  and  fleet. 

The  particulars  of  this  important  achievement  are 
minutely  detailed  in  the  despatches  of  the  English  and 
French  admirals ;  but  we  shall  extract  the  more  con- 
densed and  graphic  account  given  by  the  correspondent 
of  the  Times.  "  On  the  7th  of  Augvist,  at  9.30  a.m., 
the  fleet,  consisting  of  9  British  line-of- battle  ships,  13 
steam-frigates  and  sloops,  16  mortar  vessels,  and  an 
equal  number  of  gunboats,  sailed  from  Nargen,  and 
after  a  run  of  five  hours  anchored  at  a  distance  of  about 
5000  yards  from  the  fortress  of  Sweaborg.  The  same 
evening  the  French  fleet  joined,  and  immediately 
commenced  throwing  up  a  mortar  battery  on  the  island 
of  Langorn,  situated  some  2000  yards  to  the  north  of  the 
cluster  of  five  islands  which  form  the  principal  part  of 
the  fortress  of  Sweaborg.  During  the  Sth  both  fleets 
were  busily  employed  preparing  for  action ;  the  mortar- 
vessels  were  towed  into  position,  about  3700  yards  from 
the  fortress,  with  400  fathoms  each  of  cable  to  '  haul 
and  veer  on,'  as  circumstances  might  require.  The 
line-of-battle  ships  remained  in  the  same  order  they  had 
at  first  anchored  in.  The  steamers  Magicienne,  Vulture, 
and  Euryalus  took  up  a  position  in  rear  of  the  mortar- 
vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  being  ready  to  give  them  and 
the  gunboats  any  assistance  they  might  require.  The 
Lightning  and  Locust  were  ordered  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  tow  out  any  gun  or  mortar  vessels  that 
might  be  injured,  or  otherwise  rendered  incapable  of 
remaining  longer  under  fire ;  in  fact,  every  possible 
arrangement  having  been  made  which  prudence  and 
foresight  could  suggest,  the  signal  was  made  from  the 
flag-ship,  at  7.15  in  the  morning  of  the  9lh,  'Gun  and 
mortar  vessels  open  fire  with  shell.'  At  7.30  a.m.  the 
first  mortar  was  fired,  and  taken  up  along  the  whole 
line,  the  gunboats  running  in  to  within  3000  yards,  and 
getting  their  range.  The  enemy  returned  our  fire  very 
briskly  with  red-hot  shot  and  shell,  but,  although  their 
range  was  good,  the  damage  inflicted  was  comparatively 
trifling,  owing,  principally,  U>  the  excellent  handling  of  the 
gunboats  and  mortar-vessels, the  former  being  continually 
on  the  move,  and  the  latter  hauling  or  veering  on  their  400 
fathom  cable,  as  soon  as  they  found  the  Russian  shot 
falling  too  close  to  be  pleasant.     At   10-20   the   first 
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Russian  magazine  exploded,  and  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
arsenal.  About  noon  a  second  magazine  exploded  ;  and 
at  12.15  a  most  terrific  explosion  took  place,  followed  by 
a  succession  of  minor  ones.  The  force  of  this  was 
so  immense  that  a  battery  of  guns  en  barbette  was 
literally  blown  to  pieces  by  it.  At  12.40  more 
magazines  exploded.  At  this  time  the  dockyards, 
arsenal,  barracks,  all  the  government  buildings,  store- 
houses, &c,  were  burning  furiously.  The  yards  and 
poops  of  the  line-of-batlle  ships  were  crowded  with  the 
excited  seamen,  who  cheered  vociferously  after  every 
explosion,  as  only  British  sailors  know  how  to  cheer. 
To  add  to  this  frightful  din,  the  liners  Cornwallis  and 
Hastings  and  steam-frigate  Amphion  opened  their 
broadsides  at  the  same  moment;  and,  as  if  to  crown  the 
■whole,  the  Arrogant,  Cossack,  and  Cruisier  chimed  in 
by  commencing  a  heavy  fire,  with  good  effect,  on  a 
large  body  of  troops  which  they  chanced  to  espy  on  a 
small  island  to  the  eastward  of  the  fortress.  The  can- 
nonade continued  with  little  abatement  up  to  8  o'clock 
p.m.,  when  the  gunboat  recall  was  hoisted.  Several  of 
the  mortar-vessels  were  also  found  to  be  injured  from 
the  quick  and  incessant  firing,  and  had  to  he  brought  out 
to  undergo  repairs  ;  those,  however,  which  were  not 
damaged,  still  kept  up  their  fire,  in  conjunction  with 
the  French  mortar  battery,  until  10.30  p.m.,  at  which 
hour  the  rocket-boats  from  the  fleet  went  in  and  kept 
up  their  part  of  the  performance  until  daylight.  The 
scene  during  the  night  was  grand  beyond  description : 
the  whole  of  Sweaborg  appeared  one  mass  of  flame,  the 
rockets  and  shells  adding  not  a  little  to  the  awful  splen- 
dour of  the  fiery  landscape.  At  5.30  a.m.  on  the  10th, 
the  fire  again  opened  from  our  whole  line,  and  con- 
tinued throughout  the  day,  at  the  end  of  which  little 
appeared  left  to  be  done  ;  all  the  mortars,  French  and 
English,  were  more  or  less  injured.  Some  idea,  how- 
ever, of  the  services  rendered  by  these  vessels  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  during  the  two  days'  bom- 
bardment not  less  than  1000  tons  of  iron  were  thrown 
into  a  space  of  about  half  a  mile  in  diameter,  and  up- 
wards of  100  tons  of  powder  were  expended.  This, 
incredible  as  it  may  appear,  applies  to  the  English 
mortar-vessels  alone,  and  does  not  include  the  quantity 
(which  was  equally  large  in  proportion)  used  by  our 
gallant  allies  on  that  occasion.  On  Friday  night,  the 
10th  inst.,  the  rocket-boats  again  went  in  and  played 
with  great  effect.  On  Saturday  no  firing  took  place,  and 
Sunday  was  a  di  y  of  rest.  On  that  day  everything  was 
quiet  and  in  repose  ;  even  the  mighty  deep  bowed  in 
reverence  to  a  holy  influence,  and  was  still.  The  tolling 
of  the  bells  at  Helsingfors  was  distinctly  to  be  heard  ; 
the  dull  and  plaintive  sounds,  mingled  with  the  strains 
of  sacred  music  from  our  men-of-war,  came  ff  >ating  over 
the  calm  waters,  and  offered  a  strange  but  soothing  con- 
trast to  the  noise,  turmoil,  and  excitement  of  the  two 
preceding  days.  On  Monday  morning,  the  13th  instant, 
the  two  fleets  got  under  way,  and  returned  the  same 
day  to  Nargen.  having  performed  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time,  with  comparatively  no  loss,  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  exploits  recorded  in  modern  times." 

It  is  stated  that  neither  the  French  nor  English  have 
lost  a  single  man,  and  that  a  very  few  men  were 
wounded,  most  of  them  slightly. 


Operations  of  some  importance  have  been  performed 
by  the  English  squadron  in  the  Sea  of  Azoff. 
Despatches  from  Commander  Osborn,  of  the  Vesuvius, 
forwarded  by  Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  detail  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  squadron  down  to  the  25th  of  July.  On 
the  13th  the  squadron,  which  had  been  detained  by 
bad  weather,  put  to  sea.  On  the  loth  they  destroyed 
forage  and  corn  stacked  behind  Berdiansk,  by  firing 
shells  over  the  town.  On  the  16th  they  attacked  Fort 
Petrovskoi  ;  driving  out  the  garrison,  and  landing  a 
party  under  Lieutenant  Campion  to  complete  the 
destruction  of  the  works,  gun-platforms,  stores  of 
forage  and  corn.  He  landed  in  the  face  of  two  batta- 
lions of  infantry  and  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  kept  at 
a  distance  by  the  fire  of  the  ships,  and  successfully 
executed  his  mission.  On  the  same  day,  great  quanti- 
ties of  forage  and  some  fisheries  were  destroyed  on  the 
White  House  Spit.  On  the  18th,  fisheries  were 
destroyed  on  the  Crooked  Spit  and  Glofira  Spit,  in  spite 


of  swarms  of  cavalry.  "  I  learned  from  a  Russian 
fisherman,"  says  Commander  Craufurd,  "  that  the  fish 
caught  on  Crooked  Spit  and  cured  there  was  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  Simpferopol  for  the  use  of  the 
Crimean  army ;  and  I  conclude  that  a  very  severe 
blow  has  been  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  by  the  amount 
of  property  which  was  destroyed,  including  spars, 
timber,  fish,  nets,  and  boats — apparently  the  most  ex- 
tensive fishing  establishment  in  the  Sea  of  Azoff — and, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  without  a  casualty."  Meanwhile, 
Lieutenant  Hewett  of  the  Beagle  hael  landed  at 
Berdiansk,  and  destroyed  fish-stores  and  corn ;  and 
Commander  Rowley  of  the  Curlew  had  burnt  the  pon- 
toon connecting  Genitchi  with  the  Spit  of  Arabat. 
"  That  the  squadron  has  not  been  idle,"  writes  Com- 
mander Osborn  to  Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  "  I  trust  this 
report  will  show;  and,  without  entering  more  into 
details  than  I  have  done,  I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that 
from  Genitchi  to  Taganrog,  and  thence  round  to 
Kamiskeva,  we  have  kept  the  coast  in  a  state  of  con- 
stant alarm,  and  their  troops  incessantly  moving.  The 
good  service  done  by  the  gunboats  in  this  way  has 
been  very  great.  The  total  amount  of  provisions, 
corn,  fisheries,  forage,  and  boats  destroyed,  has  been 
something  enormous." 

In  his  last  despatch,  dated  July  25,  Commander 
Osborn  says:  "  Since  my  last  letter  I  have  fully  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying,  by  means  of  submarine  explo- 
sions, the  four  Russian  steamers  sunk  in  Berdiansk 
Bay;  and  as  the  enemy  had,  from  the  houses  of  the 
western  suburb  of  Berdiansk,  twice  fired  upon  our 
people,  whilst  peaceably  and  unguardedly  employed,  I 
considered  it  right  that  such  a  dishonourable  course, 
from  a  town  which  had  been  spared  under  the  plea  of 
being  defenceless,  should  be  severely  punished,  and  the 
more  so  as  Berdiansk  had  been  treated  with  unusual 
leniency  upon  the  occasion  of  our  former  visits.  I 
therefore,  on  the  22nd  of  July,  caused  to  be  destroyed 
the  western  suburb,  which  had  screened  their  riflemen, 
and  succeeded  in  discovering  and  setting  fire  to  no  less 
than  ten  large  granaries,  filled  with  wheat,  each 
averaging  about  200  tons  in  capacity,  and  several  flour 
mills,  which  have  been  employed  night  and  day  in 
grinding  for  the  use  of  the  Russians.  The  church  aud 
major  portion  of  the  town  I  spared,  although  nearly, 
every  house  we  searched  contained  grain  in  large  quan- 
tities, and  the  whole  place  might  be  considered  little 
else  than  a  general  granary.  The  dangerous  service  of 
landing  in  so  large  a  town,  with  bodies  of  Cossacks 
threatening,  was  intrusted  to  Commander  Rowley 
Lambert,  Lieutenant  Hubert  Campion  (senior  of  this 
ship),  Lieutenant;  Hewett,  her  majesty's  steam-vessel 
Beagle,  and  Lieutenant  Marryat,  her  majesty's  steams 
vessel  Cracker;  and  the  skill  with  which  it  was 
executed  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  their  zeal  and 
judgment.  The  operations  were  admirably  covered  by 
the  gunboats  under  Lieutenants  Grylls,  Commerell, 
and  Townsend,  and  her  majesty's  ships  Vesuvius  and 
Curlew;  the  latter  under  charge  of  her  zealous  first 
lieutenant,  C.  J.  Rowley.  On  the  21th  July  I  re- 
joined Lieutenant  Horton,  of  her  majesty's  steam-vessel 
Ardent.  He,  I  found,  had  not  been  idle;  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Clinker,  Lieutenant  Smithett,  and 
Wrangler,  Lieutenant  Burgoyne,  very  much  damage 
had  been  done  to  the  enemy  from  Ghenitch  to 
Obitotchna  Spit,  in  the  destruction  of  lorage,  fish, 
stores,  and  launches." 

On  the  receipt  of  these  despatches  by  the  Admiralty, 
Commander  Sherard  Osborn  has  been  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Captain,  and  Lieutenant  Horton  to  that  of 
Commander. 


The  latest  accounts  of  the  War  in  Asia  are  contained 
in  the  following  letter  from  Erzeroum,  dated  July  51, 
published  in  the  Moniieur  : — "  The  last  advices  received 
here  from  Kars  are  of  July  24.  On  the  15th  the 
Russians  made  a  great  demonstration  against  Kars,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  an  enormous  convoy  of  pro- 
visions on  its  way  to  their  camp  from  Alexandropol. 
From  that  day  to  "the  24th  all  has  been  quiet,  only  the 
town  is  more  closely  invested.  The  enemy's  force 
consists  of  "2  battalions  of  infantry,  one  of  riflemen,  a 
battalion   of   the   engineer    corps,    three    regiments   of 
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Dragoons,  two  of  regular  Cossacks,  some  Basht-Bazouks 
of  Shirvan,  and  Armenian  militiamen,  and  SO  pieces  of 
artillery — the  whole  commanded  by  10  generals,  and 
forming  a  total  of  from  3-5,000  to  40,000  men,  posted 
around  the  town  at  a  distance  of  three  leagues,  in  four 
bodies  ;  it  is  independent  of  the  division  which  occupies 
Saghanli  Daeh,  and  is  fortifying  itself  at  Unkiar- 
Douzi.  The  Turkish  forces  are  divided  into  two  corps, 
under  the  general  command  of  the  Mushir  Vassif 
Pasha.  The  first  corps,  that  of  Kars,  is  formed  of  four 
divisions,  namely  : — 1,  the  division  of  General  Kmetty 
{Ismail  Pasha,  4,500  strong ;  2,  that  of  Ismail  Bey,  of 
3,000  men;  3,  one  of  4,000  men;  and  4,  another  of 
5,500  men.  The  second  corps,  commanded  by  Mehe- 
met  Pasha,  Governor-General  of  Erzeroum,  is  composed 
of  three  divisions;  that  of  Erzeroum,  composed  of 
1,500  irregular  troops,  commanded  by  Tahir  Pasha; 
that  of  Kupru-Keni,  consisting  of  10,000  irregulars, 
commanded  by  Veli  Pasha ;  and  that  of  Alti,~  3,000 
strong,  under  AH  Pasha." 

Omer  Pasha  has  been  invested  with  the  Order  of  the 
Bath.  The  ceremony  took  place  at  the  British  Embassy 
at  Pera,  on  the  11th  inst.  Shortly  after  1  o'clock,  the 
outer  gates  of  the  palace  were  thrown  open,  and  double 
lines  of  English  and  Turkish  troops  formed  from  that 
point  to  the  principal  entrance  to  the  building.  An 
hour  later  the  celebrities  invited  to  witness  the  cere- 
mony began  to  arrive,  amongst  the  first  of  whom  were 
the  high  functionaries  of  the  Porte,  attended  by  a 
brilliant  retinue  of  attendants.  Then  came  the  Sar- 
dinian and  French  ambassadors,  with  the  members  of 
their  respective  legations,  and  a  few  minutes  later  Omer 
Pasha  himself,  accompanied  by  a  staff  as  gorgeous  as 
military  decorations  and  gold  lace  could  make  it.  The 
ceremony  began  by  an  address  to  the  illustrious  soldier, 
signifying  the  distinguished  sense  entertained  by  our 
sovereign  of  his  high  merits  and  important  services,  to 
■which  Omer  Pasha  replied  in  a  speech  expressive  of 
his  obligation  for  the  brilliant  honour  he  was  about 
to  receive,  and  of  the  profound  feelings  of  gratitude 
and  admiration  with  which  he  was  filled  towards  her 
Majesty.  A  secretary  of  the  legation  read  aloud  the 
royal  command,  which  conferred  on  the  Sirdar-Ekrem 
the  Grand  Cordon  of  the  British  Order  of  the  Bath  ; 
after  which  Lord  Stratford  invested  the  Ottoman  chief 
with  the  red  ribbon  and  its  brilliant  appendages,  and 
dubbed  him  with  all  set  ceremony  a  true  and  proper 
knight.  A  grand  dinner  in  the  evening  wound  up  the 
proceedings  of  the  day. 

Colonel  Henry  Cobbe,  commanding  the  4th  King's 
Own  Regiment,  has  died  from  the  effects  of  wounds 
received  on  the  18th  of  June.  He  commanded  in  the 
trenches  of  the  left  attack  while  the  assault  was  made 
against  the  Redan  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the  second 
brigade  of  the  third  division,  under  Major-General  Eyre, 
against  the  works  to  the  left  of  the  south  harbour  on 
the  other  side.  Colonel  Cobbe's  regiment  belonged  to 
the  first  brigade  of  the  third  division,  and  was  in  reserve. 
He  received  two  wounds — one  in  the  right  arm,  the 
other  in  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  both  from  musket 
balls.  The  wound  in  the  arm  he  received  while  giving 
some  direction*  in  one  of  the  advanced  approaches.  He 
subsequently,  to  avoid  the  impediment  of  a  number  of 
men  who  were  in  the  trench  along  which  he  was 
passing,  went  on  the  open  ground  far  enough  to  expose 
himself  to  view  above  the  parapet,  and  thus  received 
the  second  shot  at  the  back  of  the  neck.  Neither 
wound  was  in  itself  dangerous,  but  Colonel  Cobbe's 
constitution  had  suffered  severely  from  long  service  in 
the  2nd  West  India  Regiment,  and  he  had  not  strength 
enough  to  resist  the  effects  of  the  fever  which  followed 
the  injuries.  He  was  highly  respected  in  his  regiment, 
and  was  well  known  as  an  active  officer  and  a  man  of 
darir.g  courage. 

The  death  of  Captain  Arthur  Layard,  of  the  38th 
Tegiment,  a  very  intelligent  and  active  officer,  and 
brother  to  the  celebrated  Assyrian  explorer  and  poli- 
tician, has  been  announced.  He  had  been  attacked  by 
dysentery,  and  early  in  the  present  month  was  recom- 
mended by  a  medical  board  to  leave  for  England,  but 
was  too  weak  to  bear  the  journey.  His  loss  will  be 
deeply  felt  in   his  regiment,   where  he  has  long   been 


conspicuous  on  account  of  his  talents,  and  a  general 
favourite  from  his  many  social  qualities.  For  some 
time  past  he  has  been  acting  in  the  Quarter-master 
General's  department,  and  attached  to  the  Second 
Division.  He  was  selected  for  the  appointment  without 
solicitation.  Captain  Layard  was  nearly  at  the  head  of 
the  list  of  captains  in  his  regiment  at  the  time  of  his 
decease. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Daily  News,  writing  on 
the  11th  instant,  gives  a  most  unfavourable  report  of 
the  Turkish  troops  before  Sebastopol.  These  troops, 
he  says,  "  are  under  the  command  of  Osman  Pasha, 
the  illustrious  old  warrior  who  commanded  the  Ottoman 
contingent  at  Balaklava  last  whiter.  This  officer  not 
only  has  not  the  smallest  idea  of  making  any  known 
earthly  use  of  any  body  of  men,  great  or  small,  but  is 
as  finished  a  specimen  of  the  ignorant  and  brutal  old 
Pasha  as  I  have  yet  met  with.  His  darling  weakness, 
which  forms  so  prominent  a  feature  in  his  character  as 
to  excite  the  remarks  even  of  his  brother  officers,  would 
in  England  bring  him  under  the  operation  of  some  such 
penalty  as  transportation  for  life."  As  a  specimen  of 
the  conduct  of  these  Turkish  soldiers,  the  writer  relates 
the  following  incident: — "Close  to  the  seashore,  in 
a  secluded  glen,  about  three  miles  from  where  I  write, 
there  is  a  farm-house,  which  until  lately  was  occupied 
by  a  French  family  named  Michel.  It  consisted  of  the 
father,  the  intendant  of  Count  Pironski,  who  has  a 
country-house  beyond  Baidar,  his  two  grown-up  daugh- 
ters, one  of  them  married,  and  his  wife,  an  old  and 
feeble  woman.  Relying  upon  their  nationality  as  a 
protection,  they  remained  quietly  here  after  the 
Russians  had  retired,  and  the  French  outposts  had 
occupied  the  neighbouring  valley.  At  last  the  Turks 
marched  down  from  Tchioulion,  and  being  afraid  to  go 
down  towards  Baidar,  their  outposts,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Ali  Pasha,  i-emained  on  the  heights  overlooking 
the  valley;  Omer  Pasha  being  farther  back  towards 
Miskomia.  Some  of  the  Turkish  soldiers,  in  their 
rambles  in  the  neighbourhood,  went  down  to  Laspi, 
entered  the  farm-house,  seated  themselves,  and  de- 
manded food  and  drink,  which  were  at  once  supplied. 
Having  finished  their  repast,  one  of  them  extended  his 
hand  towards  M.  Michel,  and  signified  that  he  wanted 
'magyars' — which  being  the  Turkish  name  for 
Austrian  ducats,  they  take  to  be  likewise  a  correct 
denomination  of  all  French  coin  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever. The  Frenchman,  thinking  they  took  him  for  a 
Hungarian,  endeavoured  to  explain  that  he  was  French, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  succeeded ;  but  a  stop 
was  soon  put  to  all  parley,  by  their  getting  up,  tearing 
his  watch  from  his  pocket,  wrenching  the  earrings 
from  his  daughter's  ears,  and  then  making  a  minute 
search  with  the  grossest  brutality  of  the  persons  of  the 
three  women,  having  previously  knocked  the  father 
down  with  the  stock  of  a  musket.  It  is  further  alleged 
that  they  committed  the  last  of  outrages  upon  the 
females  ;  but  this  does  not  appear  in  the  report 
addressed  by  M.  Michel  to  General  Pclissier,  as  it  is 
naturally  one  of  those  things  which  no  family  would 
care  to  publish,  even  if  true.  General  Pelissier  for- 
warded the  complaint  to  Omer  Pasha,  who  not  onlv 
took  no  measures  to  detect  the  delinquents,  which  could, 
have  been  effected  in  five  minutes,  by  drawing  up  Ali 
Pasha's  brigade  in  line,  but  pretended  to  look  upon  it 
as  an  insult  to  his  army  devised  by  the  French,  and 
declared  that  the  crime  must  have  been  committed  by 
Frenchmen  disguised  as  Turks.  All  comment  on  this 
would  be  absurd." 


The  Overland  Mail  has  brought  advices  from 
Calcutta  to  the  4th,  and  from  Bombay  to  the  10th  of 
July.  Tranquillity  prevails  in  every  part  of  India.  The 
most  important  intelligence  relates  to  the  mission  which 
Major  Phayre  was  about  to  undertake  to  Ava.  It 
seems  that  the  story  about  the  revolution  at  Ava  was 
totally  incorrect.  The  king  remains  on  the  throne,  and 
as  friendly  as  ever  to  Europeans.  Major  Phayre 
proceeds  as  our  envoy,  with  Captain  Yule,  a  very 
eminent  engineer  officer,  as  his  secretary.  Captain 
Rennie,  of  the  Indian  navy,  who  accompanies  the 
mission,  with  Lieutenant  Heathcote  as  his  assistant, 
will  survey  the  Irrawaddy,  and  report  on  its  navigation. 
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Major  Allen,  of  the  Madras  service,  will  report  on 
military  matters.  Dr.  Forsyth  will  make  observations 
and  furnish  a  report  on  the  physical  geography  of  the 
country.  Professor  Oldham,  who  has  been  directed  to 
join  the  mission,  will  report  on  the  geological  features, 
military  resources,  and  coal-mines  of  that  region  ;  and 
Mr.  Grant,  an  eminent  artist,  will  take  sketches  of  the 
most  interesting  objects  and  localities.  The  mission  will 
be  in  every  respect  complete,  and  we  shall  probably 
have  a  more  correct  knowledge  of  the  country  on  the 
Upper  Irrawaddy  than  we  have  of  many  provinces 
which  have  been  half  a  century  in  our  own  possession. 


The  most  important  political  intelligence  from  France 
relates  to  the  loan.  The  facility  with  which  it  has  been 
accomplished  has  excited  general  surprise.  The  sum 
required  was  30,000,000/.  ;  the  sum  subscribed  is  no 
less  than  144,000, 000/.  The  number  of  individual 
subscribers  is  310,000  ;  and  a  third  of  the  sum  actually 
required  has  been  subscribed  in  small  sums,  of  fifty 
francs  Rente,  or  a  capital  not  exceeding  50/.  As  a 
tenth  part  of  the  whole  sum  tendered  by  subscription 
was  at  once  deposited  by  the  public,  no  less  than 
14,000,000/.  were  paid  into  the  Bank  of  France.  But 
as  it  is  the  policy  of  the  government  to  accept  all  tenders 
for  less  than  50  francs  Rente  in  full,  and  to  complete 
the  loan  by  a  rateable  proportion  on  the  larger  sums,  a 
large  portion  of  the  deposit  will  be  returned.  Nearly 
40,000,000/.  were  subscribed  in  the  departments  ;  and 
24,000,000/.  in  foreign  countries. 


At  Naples,  the  administration  of  the  government  is 
getting  more  and  more  tyrannical.  A  merchant  of  the 
city  who  was  guilty  of  some  disrespectful  observations 
upon  the  police  and  of  resisting  its  agents — an  offence 
for  which  the  severest  sentence  in  any  other  country 
would  have  been  forty-eight  hours'  imprisonment — was 
lately  sentenced  to  receive  "  100  blows  from  a  stick." 

On  the  22d  July,  De  Cesare,  lately  deputy  to  the 
Neapolitan  parliament,  died,  and  a  crowd  of  friends 
publicly  attended  his  funeral.  The  police  were  furious. 
The  canon  who  read  the  service,  and  several  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  who  followed  the  coffin,  were  banished 
from  Naples,  and  others  from  their  estates.  The  punish- 
ment of  the  stick  is  in  vigorous  operation. 


"The  present,"  says  a  correspondent  of  the  Times, 
"  is  a  time  in  which  the  most  savage  and  brutal  excesses 
are  committed ;  the  common  humanities  of  life  are 
violated,  the  privacy  of  families  invaded  ;  men  are 
treated  like  beasts,  imprisoned,  flogged,  and  knocked 
down  in  the  street,  whence  they  are  hurried  off  to  a 
hospital  and  thence  to  prison,  and  my  great  fear  is  that 
the  people  may  be  goaded  into  acts  which  the  more 
prudent  do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent.  I  sometimes 
ask  myself,  too,  are  the  police  authorities  secret  enemies 
of  the  King,  attempting  to  undermine  his  power  ?  If 
so,  they  are  doing  their  bidding  well." 

Advices  from  Madeira  give  an  unsatisfactory  account 
of  the  prospects  of  that  island.  The  vine,  it  is  said,  may 
now  be  considered  as  almost  completely  gone.  The 
disease  continues,  and  more  than  half  the  vines  are 
dead  and  rooted  out.  No  wine  has  been  made  for 
three  years,  and  there  will  be  none  this.  Attempts 
are  in  progress  to  introduce  the  sugarcane  as  a  substitute 
for  the  vine,  but  it  is  believed  by  many  that  only  the 
lower  grounds  suit  it,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
compete  in  point  of  price  with  Brazil,  Cuba,  or  the 
West  Indies. 


The  advices  from  the  United  States  are  to  the  16th  inst. 

At  Louisville  election,  which  took  place  on  the  7th, 
there  were  great  riots.  There  were  several  persons  shot, 
and  twelve  houses  burnt. 

The  Mormons  in  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake 
were  anticipating  a  famine.  AH  the  crops  were  being 
devoured  by  insects,  and  flour  was  very  scarce  at  the 
price  of  six  dollars  per  100  lbs.  A  person  of  the  name 
of  Young,  who  has  commenced  lectures  among  the 
Mormons,  advises  his  brethren  to  take  short  excursions 
throughout  the  country  with  their  families.  This 
Mormon  acknowledges  to  the  possession  of  ninety  wives 
and  a  multitude  of  children. 

At  Buffalo,  persons  charged  with  enlisting  recruits 
for  the  British  Foreign  Legion  had  been  committed  to 
prison  in  default  of  bail. 

Five  men  were  Droioned  in  Niagara  Falls.  They 
were  rowing  a  boat,  when  one  of  the  oars  snapped, 
leaving  them  helpless.  The  boat  was  carried  down  the 
stream  into  the  whirlpool  and  broken  to  pieces. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


New  books  are  never  abundant  in  the  summer 
vacation,  but  within  our  remembrance  we  can  recall 
no  list  so  scanty  as  that  of  the  past  month.  The 
Poet  Laureate  has  published  Maud  and  other  Poems ; 
the  war-letters  of  the  correspondent  of  the  Times  have 
been  republished  in  a  volume,  with  the  title  of  The 
War  from  the  Landing  at  Gallipoli  to  the  Death  of 
Lord  Raglan ;  Mr.  Forester  has  filled  a  portion  of  the 
Travellers'  Library  with  Rambles  in  Norway ;  Mr.  Bell 
has  issued  the  first  volume  of  an  edition  of  Butler  in  his 
Annotated  English  Poets;  the  first  volume  of  a  collected 
edition  of  Professor  Wilson's  works,  being  also  the  first 
volume  of  his  republished  and  annotated  Nodes 
Ambrosiance,  has  appeared  under  the  editorship  of 
Professor  Ferrier ;  Mr.  Ernest  Jones  has  published 
a  small  volume  of  poems,  not  political,  entitled  The 
Battle  Day,  and  other  Poems;  Dr.  Neil  Arnott 
has  published  the  result  of  his  researches  into 
various  means,  old  and  new,  of  obtaining  healthful 
warmth  and  ventilation,  in  a  volume  he  entitles  The 
Smokeless  Fire  Place  ;  Professor  Pillans  has  published 
First  Steps  in  Classical  Geography,  and  Doctor 
Macauley  an  enlarged  edition  of  his  Dictionary  of 
Medicine  for  Popular  Use  ;  Mr.  Charles  Duncan  has 
described  very  amply,  in  two  volumes,  the  disastrous 
incidents  of  the  late  Campaign  with  the  Turks  in  Asia  ; 
Mr.  Martin  has  translated,  from  the  French  of  M. 
Guizot,  an  essay  on  the  Married  Life  of  Lady  Rachael 
Russell ;  Lieut.  W.  D.  Arnold  has  collected  some  essays 
on   the    Palace  at   Westminster  a:id  other    Historical- 


Sketches  ;    a    practical    treatise, 
curious     specimens     of     paper, 


with    a    number    of 
has     been    published 


upon  Paper  and  Paper-Making,  Ancient  and  Modem, 
by  Mr.  Richard  Herring,  to  which  Mr.  Croly  prefixes 
an  introduction  ;  the  author  of  "  IX  Poems  by  V,"  has 
written  Paul  Ferrall,  a  Tale ;  the  Hakluyl  Society 
has  issued  a  curious  Collection  of  Documents  on 
Spitzbergen  and  Greenland;  Mr.  Leone  Levi  has 
illustrated  in  a  brief  treatise  The  Law  of  Nations  and 
Nations  as  Affected  by  Divine  Laic ;  Mr.  James  Hey- 
wood  has  translated,  from  the  German  of  Peter  Van 
Boblen,  that  remarkable  piece  of  biblical  criticism,  The 
Introduction  to  the  Book  of  Genesis,  with  a  •■  < 
mentary  on  the  opening  portion ;  Colonel  Sabine  has 
superintended  a  translation  of  Meteorological  Essays 
by  Francois  Arago,  with  an  introduction  by  Alexander 
Von  Humboldt,  which  forms  the  first  complete  portion  ot 
the  works  of  the  great  astronomer ;  The  Roving 
Englishman  has  published  asmail  volume  on  Embassies 
and  Foreign  Courts,  which  comprises  a  popular  illus- 
tration and  history  of  diplomacy  ;  the  French  edition 
of  the  very  interesting  Memoir  and  Journal  of  Lieut. 
Belloi  has  been  translated  and  published  in  English  ; 
among  the  additions  to  Mr.  Bohn's  various  libraries  has 
been  a  new  translation,  from  the  lately  published  and 
only  correct  French  text,  of  the  Heptameron  of  Man 
of  Navarre,    a  new    translation   by   Mr.    Boylan,    of 

Wilhelm  Meisier's Apprenticeship,  nnd  a  selection  of 
scenes  and  incidents  from  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  with 
an  introduction  by  Leigh  Hunt.  With  which,  and  the 
mention    of    a   new    novel    by    Mrs.    Trollope    cm. 

Gertrude,  or  Family  Pride,  our  list  of  the  leading 
publications  of  the  month  must  close. 
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COMMEECIAL    RECORD. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  18th  hist.,  £16,116,978. 

LATEST  LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stud.,  per  oz.  £3  17  104  I  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    If 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  16    0    ]  Mexican  dollars,        ,,      4  111 

Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 0-3S  prom.  I  New  York 0'42  disct. 

Hamburgh 0  6  prem.  | 

Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  4  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols    . . 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  . . 

New  Three  per  Cents 

Long  Annuities,  Jan..  1S00 
Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent.     . . 

Exchequer  Bills,  March 

India  Bonds 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

911 

902 

924 

in; 

923 

92i 

4g 

4 

2154 

214 

24 

14 

34 

23 

914 
92 

92| 
44 
2151 
13-17 
26-30 


Paid. 


100 
11-6-3 
100 
100 
20 
100 
100 
300 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall     

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  ffn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
Loudon  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


ion 

7S 
63J 
574 

113 

107 


66 

Sl.V 

984 

S6i 

724 

624 


Lowest. 

Latest. 

9S£ 

984 

U 

622 

63i 

55 

55 

Hi 

US 

1014 

106 

891 

991 

551 

56| 

804 

831 

95;': 

951 

85 

85 

6!!  5 

7H 

60J 

624 

Receipt* 
since 
Jan.  I. 


34  S.  397 
37,662 
313,222 
9S4.S3S 
593,511 
167.5SS 
527,919 
675,921 
540.S17 
1,476,680 
380,700 
704,329 
441,030 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 

Belgian  44  per  cent.,  96 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  103 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  104 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  100-3 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  04-| 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  '.61 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  21| 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  5S| 
Portuguese  4  per  cent..  44-6 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  101 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  3S4 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  86 


Railways. 

East  Belgian  Junct.,  2 
Great  W.  of  Canada,  24 
Great  Luxembourg,  3jj 
Northern  of  France,  36§ 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.,  84 
Paris  and  Orleans,  49 
Paris  and  Lyons,  483 
Paris  and  Rouen,  514 
Rouen  and  Havre,  274 
West  Flanders,  4 
West  of  France,  301 


Mines. 


Linares 81 

Nouveau  Monde i-| 


Quartz  Rock 
St.  John  Del  Rcy 


1-i 

29 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 
Mines.  Banks. 


Australian      H 

Colonial  Gold    1-4 

Great  Nugget    |-4 

PortPinhp     i-s 

South  Australian....  §-| 


Raii.ways. 
Bombay  and  Baroda    55 

East  Indian    24| 

Do.,  Extension  31 
Indian  Peninsula. .  5J 
Madras    191 


Australasian 95 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  174 
Lond.  Chart,  of  Aust.  201 
South  Australian  ....  404 
Union  of  Australia  . .   74 


Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific    . .   7/, 
Australian    Royal   Mail  74 
Pastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  lSg 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.    69 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 

Australiau  Agricultural.. 304 
Van  Dienien's  Land  ....134 
South  Australian  Land.. 374 


North  Brit.  Australian  3-1 

Peel  River  Land 2J 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.  1  j 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN IMPERIAL    WEEKLY   AVERAGE. 


Week 
ending— 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beana. 

Peas. 

s. 

d. 

s.      d. 

...      </. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

».      ./. 

July   21 

76 

4 

34       8 

28       5 

45       2 

46       0 

42     10 

—  28 

77 

7 

34       S 

29       1 

43       1 

40       4 

42       4 

Aug.    4 

78 

2 

35       0 

28     11 

46    11 

40     11 

42       5 

—   11 

77 

7 

."4       K 

29       1 

47       2 

47       3 

43       1 

—   IS 

72 

8 

36     11 

31       3 

47       2 

.... 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 
s. 


Malt,  Pale,      per  qr.     66  to  72 

Malting  Barley  ,,     ..31—35 

Oats.  best.  ,,     ..27  —  30 

Wheat,  White,    „      ..   69  — SO 

Flour — 

Town  made,  per  sk.   65  —  70 

Country  household  55  —  58 

American,  perbarl.  38  —  45 

Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  47  —  49 

Cattle —  s.    d.    s.  d. 

Beasts,    per  st.  3  10  to  5    4 


Calves   .,     „      4    0- 
Sheep    ..     „       3    6  —  50 
Pigs 3     6  —  4     6 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South  Downs..  1     0  —  1     2 
Kentish   fleeces  1     2  —  1     3 
German  Prima  3    0  —  3    4 
Australian  ....   1     3  —  2     4 

Cape 1     3  —  1  11 

Spanish   1     3  —  1  10 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  1261. 

Iron,  Pigs,  4/.  15s.  to  5/.  0s. 
Rails,  7i.  5s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  23/.  Seel,  Swedish  Keg, 
19/.  to  19;.  10s.  Tin,  English 
block,  126;. ;  Banca,  127?.  ; 
Spelter,  23/.  ;  Quicksiloer,  per 
lb.  Is.  Wd. 

Provisions. 
Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  64s. 

to  78s.  ;  American,  5Ss.  to 

62s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  4t?.  to 5s.  St?.  ;  Irish  India, 

per  tr.,  160s. ;  Hanibrn',  1 70s. ; 

American,  140s.  to  150s. 
Butter— Dorset,  per  cwt.,  80s. 

to   90s.  :    Irish.    7Ss.  94s.   ; 

Dutch,  9Ss.  to  100s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,    per  cwt., 

72s.  to  84s.;  Wiltshire.  62s.  to 

78s.  ;  Dutch,  5Ss.  to  60s. 
Hams  — York,    S4*.  to   100s.; 

Irish,    70s.    to   7Ss.  ;     West- 
phalia, 74s.  to  7Ss. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

8  lb.,  3s.  id.  to  5s.  Sri!. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  reds, 

S5s.  to  105s.  ;  Bedf.  Regts. 

100s.  to  130s. 
Pork,     per    S  lb.,  3s.   6d.   to 

4s.  6t?. 
Veal,  3s.  Sd.  to  is.  lOd. 


'..   s.        I.  s. 

Hay per  load  5    0  to  5  15 

Clover..         „         5     0—8     0 
Straw..         „  16—1  10 

Linseed  cake,  per  ton.  12/.  to 
13(.  10s.;  Rape  cake,  ditto, 71.; 
Bones,  per  qr.,  11.  Is.  to 
II.  2s. 

Hops.— Ken ts,  240s.  to  S20s. 
Sussex,  240s.  to  260s. 

Poultry — Capons.  4s.Gc7. — 6*. ; 
Fowls,  4s.  Oil.—  7s.  ;  Chicks, 
4s.  Oil.— 6s.  OJ. ;  Ducks.  4s.- 
6s.;  Geese,  5s.  6d. — 8?. ;  Tur- 
keys, 6s. ;  Pigeons,  id. — <Jd. 

Hides,   &c. — Market,    96  lb., 
3S,d. — iid.  ;    ditto,    Horse- 
hides,  salted,  5s.  9rf.  to  6s. 
Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  57/. ;  Sperm, 
121?.  ;  Pale  Seal,  54/.  10s.; 
Rape,  59/.  to  60/.  ;  Cocoa- 
nut.  50(.  to 52/. ;  Palm,  47/.  : 
Linseed,  43/.  7s. 

Ta  llo  w  —  Australian,  Beef, 
52/.  0s.  to  541.  0s.  ;  Sheoi>, 
52/.  3s.  to  S6t.  0s.  ;  Y.  C, 
56/.  0s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  43s. 
to  47s. ;  Bahia,  35s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 48s.  6d.  to 49s.  &!.;  Do., 
Plantation,  5Ss.  to  60s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 80s.  to  90s.  ;  Jamaica, 
65s.  to  85s.  ;  Java,  50s.  to 
56s. ;  Costa  Rica,  52s.  to  56s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  26s.  to  36s.  Of?. ;  Bengal, 
14s.  Od.  to  16s.  Od. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
35s.  to  39s.  0c?. ;  Mauritius, 
37s.  6<?.  to  40s.  Of?  ;  Bengal, 
43s.  Of?,  to  45s.  Of?.  ;  Madras, 
37s.  to  43s.  0i?. ;  Havannah, 
30s.  to  32s.  9t?. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
4Ss.  Of?,  to  51s.  Of?. ;  Bastards, 
31s.  6t?.  to  37s.;  Crushed,  32s. 

Tkm,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  Sd.)— 
Congou,  St?,  to  2s.  4t?.  ; 
Souchong,  Sit?,  to  2s.  St?.; 
Hyson,  Is.  5l,d.  to  4s.  0(J. ; 
Assam,  Is.  6c?.  to  4s.  7t/. 


Lame,  4s.  4t/.  to  5s.  6t?. 
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United      Other 
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315 
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12.480 

54,205 

1,483 
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Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney.  .. 
Ade'aide . . 
HobartTn. 


Cabin. 

£35  to  £60 

40  — 

65 

36  — 

64 

36  — 

65 

Inter- 
mediate. 


£20  to  £30 
22  —  35 
22  —  35 
22  —  32 


Steerage. 


£15  to £22 
IS  —  25 
15  —  20 
15  —   20 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£2  10to£3  10 
2  5  — 2  10 
2  5  —  2  10 
2    5  — 2  10 
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NARRATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


Sir  James  Graham  has  taken  occasion,  on  the  opening 
of  a  small  railway  near  his  residence  of  Netherby,  to 
deliver  his  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  Peace  and  War. 
After  going  through  the  form  of  turning  the  first  sod, 
he  addressed  an  assemblage  of  the  neighbouring  country 
gentlemen  and  others.  He  began  with  an  allusion  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  citizens  of  England 
continue  those  great  works  that  in  other  countries  have 
been  left  to  potentates  ;  expressing  his  gratification  at 
having  been  called  to  the  duty  "  amid  the  din  of  war"; 
amid  "the  profligate  and  fruitless  expenditure  of 
millions  of  public  money;  amid  the  grievances,  the 
disasters,  the  death,  the  sickness,  the  wounds,  the 
groans  of  thousands  of  our  fellow  creatures."  He  was 
rejoiced  that  at  such  an  eventful  moment  efforts  of 
this  kind  are  not  suspended  ;  and  although  other 
works  have  been  attended  with  some  risk  and  doubt, 
in  this  case  all  doubts  had  been  tested  by  the  minut- 
est examination  of  the  most  competent  authorities. 
The  ceremony  was  followed  by  a  dinner,  in  the  course 
of  which  Sir  James  again  alluded  to  the  war.  "  I  see 
the  question  constantly  asked — a  question  which  you 
cannot  fail  to  divine,  seeing  that  it  has  been  so  recently 
and  frequently  put — '  What  would  have  been  the  con- 
duct of  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  existing  circumstances  were 
he  now  alive  ? '  Permit  me  to  say,  that  this  is  a  fruitless 
question — a  needless  and  unproductive  speculation.  It 
is  hard  to  say  what  in  present  circumstances  would  have 
been  his  conduct ;  but  time  has  not  abated  my  sorrow 
for  his  loss.  I  feel  every  day  more  and  more  the  loss  of 
his  friendship.  I  regret  every  day  the  absence  of  that 
advice  on  which  I  so  much  relied — that  advice  which 
was  ever  dictated  by  the  soundest  sense,  by  the  warmest 
sympathy  with  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  whom  he  served  with  constant  fidelity, 
and  whose  happiness,  prosperity,  and  welfare  it  was  the 
object  of  his  life  to  promote.  Gentlemen,  I  cannot  tell 
you,  although  perhaps,  without  vain  boasting  I  may  say 
that  I  enjoyed  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  last  moment  of 
his  life,  his  confidence — I  cannot  pretend  to  say  what  in 
the  varying  circumstances  of  the  present  moment  might 
be  his  position.  I  can,  however,  look  back  to  what  was 
his  past  conduct ;  and,  recollecting  what  that  past  con- 
duct was,  I  can  truly  tell  you,  that  in  reference  to  the 
past,  it  is  the  proudest  recollection  of  my  public  life 
that  I  was  associated  with  him  and  enjoyed  his  con- 
fidence for  the  short  remainder  of  that  public  life.  It 
will  be  my  endeavour  to  act  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  he  enunciated,  and  with  the  view  I  know  he 
took  of  what  was  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
country.  Of  all  things  he  was  the  maintainor  of  peace  ; 
he  was  the  promoter  of  constitutional  and  progressive 
reform ;  he  was  the  great  defender  and  champion  of 
commerce ;  he  was  the  guardian  of  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  this  country,  from  which  interest  he  sprung, 
and  evinced  the  utmost  solicitude  for  its  welfare  ;  and 
if  for  a  moment  a  cloud  passed  over  his  memory  on  the 
part  of  the  agricultural  interest,  yet  now  I  think  the 
time  has  arrived  when  I  may  safely  appeal  to  those 
around  me  to  say  whether  he  was  not  the  agriculturist's 
friend — whether  he  inflicted  any  lasting  injury  upon  that 
interest  by  his  deep  conviction  that  commerce,  manu- 
facture, and  agriculture,  were  identical  and  inseparable. 
These  were  the  principles  of  my  late  lamented  friend — 
principles  which  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life  will 


actuate  my  conduct.  I  regret  the  loss  we  have  sustained  ; 
but  when  I  am  asked  what  would  have  heen  the  con- 
duct of  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  the  present  crisis,  I  will 
answer,  that  for  the  remainder  of  my  public  life  I  will 
endeavour  to  give  effect  to  the  view  I  take  of  his  princi- 
ples." Mr.  James,  a  neighbouring  country  gentleman,  in 
proposing  the  toast,  "  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  Com- 
merce," made  some  comments  on  Sir  James  Graham's 
speech.  He  agreed  in  the  desire  for  the  restoration  of 
peace ;  but  the  question  was,  how  was  that  desirable 
object  to  be  effected  ?  He  did  not  know  what  the  opi- 
nion of  Sir  Robert  Peel  would  have  been  now.  He  knew 
that  Sir  Robert  changed  his  opinion  upon  the  question 
of  the  corn-laws  and  other  subjects,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing Sir  James  Graham  laid  "  the  flattering  unction  to 
his  soul,"  it  was  perhaps  not  quite  so  certain  that  had 
he  been  alive  Sir  Robert  would  have  entertained  the 
same  views  as  the  right  honourable  baronet  present 
upon  the  question  of  peace  and  war.  If  he  might  ven- 
ture to  give  his  humble  opinion  upon  the  subject,  he 
should  say  there  was  but  one  way  in  which  peace  could 
be  safely,  honourably,  and  with  the  least  possibility  of 
success,  durably  obtained.  There  was  but  one  way  of 
accomplishing  this  object,  and  that  was  by  crippling  the 
resources  and  humbling  the  pride  of  Russia,  by  crippling 
her  resources  and  humbling  the  pride  of  her  insolent 
rulers.  Mr.  James's  remarks  were  received  with  loud 
and  reiterated  cheers. 

An  address  having  been  presented  on  the  14th  inst.  to 
Lord  Palmerston,  on  his  first  visit  to  Melbourne  in  Der- 
byshire since  his  accession  to  office,    his  lordship,    in 
reply,  spoke  as  follows  on  the  subject  of  the  War.     His 
address  was  received  by  a  numerous  assemblage  with 
great  enthusiasm.  "  It  was  true,"  he  said,  "  that  the  war 
was  at  first  encumbered  by  great  difficulties.     This  coun- 
try had  for  a  great  length  of  time  been  happily  enjoying 
the   tranquillity  and   repose   of  peace ;    and   it  would 
easily  be  supposed  that  when  suddenly  called  upon  to 
send  a  large  fleet  and  an  army  to  the  other  side  of  the 
globe,  to  compete  with  an  enemy  fully  prepared  for  any 
emergency — an  enemy  who,  in  time  of  peace  had  kept 
up  a  war  department  upon  a  most  gigantic  scale,  and  had 
been  incessant  in  his  endeavours  to  meet  any  opposition 
to  his  schemes  of  aggrandisement  that  might  arise, — it 
might  readily  be  supposed  that  many  difficulties  would 
supervene  and  much  suffering  and  privation  be  endured. 
The  last  few  months  had,  however,  set  all  these  matters 
right ;  and  he  was  happy  to  say  that  the  last  accounts 
received  showed  that  never  was  an  army  in  a  better 
physical  condition,  or  more  inspired  by  a  noble  and  gal- 
lant spirit,  or  more  prepared  for  any  and  every  emer- 
gency that  the  course  of  events  might  give  rise  to.     The 
other  day  he  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  an  eminent  me- 
dical man,  and  one  of  the  staff  of  civilians  who  had  been 
sent  to  the  Crimea  to  inspect  the  hospitals  and  examine 
into  the  physical  condition  of  the  army.     That  eminent 
man  stated  that  the  hospitals  were  in  the  most  admirable 
condition — that,  in  fact,  they  might  almost  be  regarded 
as  a  model  for  the  hospitals  in  London — that  the  troops 
enjoyed  every  comfort  compatible  with  a  military  cam- 
paign, and,  indeed,  were  in  as  good  a  condition  as  if 
they  were  in  a  peace  establishment  at  home.     Well,  we 
have  now  a  great  triumph.     We  have  struck  a  mortal 
blow  at  an  enemy  whose  aggressive  policy  threatened 
the  whole  world,  and  particularly  the  interests  of  this 
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country.  Sebastopol  has  succumbed  to  the  valour  of 
the  allies,  and  right  has  thus  far  triumphed  over  wrong. 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  great  struggles  can  be  carried 
on  without  great  loss  on  both  sides.  We  have  sustained 
great  losses,  but  it  is  a  consolation  to  those  who  have 
lost  relatives  and  friends  in  this  contest,  in  support 
of  liberty  against  depotism,  that  their  names  will  be  en- 
rolled in  the  annals  of  fame,  and  will  be  associated  with 
the  imperishable  glories  of  their  country.  But  great  as 
our  losses  are,  lamentable  as  all  feel  them  to  be,  we 
know  that  the  losses  of  the  enemy  are  infinitely  greater  ; 
and  though  the  war  has  been  undoubtedly  attended 
with  losses  and  privations  on  our  part,  if  we  give  credit 
to  the  information  derived  from  various  sources,  we 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  those  losses  and 
those  privations  are  surpassed  in  magnitude  by  those 
against  whom  we  are  patriotically  contending.  And 
now  one  word  with  regard  to  the  future.  Final  success 
must  attend  our  arms.  Our  security  for  that  arises  in 
the  undaunted  valour  of  our  troops  and  those  of  our 
allies.  We  have  a  security  also  in  the  good  faith  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  who  is  with  us  heart  and  soul 
in  this  contest.  We  have  an  additional  security  in  the  alli- 
ance of  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia,  which  is  not  so  great, 
territorially,  as  either  France  or  England,  yet  history 
reminds  us  that  small  states  have  played  an  important 
stake  in  the  world,  and  have  exercised  no  inconsiderable 
influence  on  its  destinies.  We  remember  the  important 
part  played  by  Holland,  by  Venice,  by  Genoa— smaller 
states,  territorially,  than  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia  ;  and 
therefore,  not  despising  the  lessons  of  history,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  taking  courage  from  the  fact  of  this 
Sardinian  alliance,  we  say  that,  while  the  compact  is 
highly  honourable  to  Sardinia,  it  is  of  this  additional 
importance,  that  it  has  formed  itself  into  a  league  against 
tyranny.  Well,  then,  with  this  prospect  before  us — 
with  the  valour  of  our  troops  in  unison  with  the  troops 
of  the  Emperor  of  France — nations  that  have  laid 
aside  ancient  antagonisms,  and  who  are  now  actuated 
by  no  other  feelings  but  an  honourable  rivalry,  as 
brothers  in  arms  fighting  for  a  common  cause,  bound 
together  by  the  indissoluble  ties  of  friendship,  and 
acting  in  the  truest  spirit  of  good  faith— and  above  and 
before  all,  relying  upon  the  justice  of  our  cause,  it  is 
impossible  to  believe  that  the  war  can  be  brought  to 
any  other  conclusion  than  that  which  will  secure  to 
Europe  safety  against  the  future  aggressions  of  Russia, 
— a  peace  that  shall  not  only  be  honourable  and  satis- 
factory to  the  Allies,  but  which  shall  redound  to  the 
honour  and  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  justify 
the  great  sacrifices  by  which  such  a  peace  shall  have 
been  attained." 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  case  of  Domestic  Disagreement,  which  excited  con- 
siderable interest,  was  brought  before  the  sitting  magis- 
trate at  the  Mansion-House  on  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  May, 
the  Dutch  consul,  attended,  accompanied  by  a  father  and 
two  daughters,  natives  of  Amsterdam.  He  had,  he  said, 
received  a  telegraphic  despatch  from  the  official  authori- 
ties at  Amsterdam,  stating  that  the  daughter  of  a  trades- 
man i  here  had  decamped  to  this  country,  and  requesting 
him,  ns  consul,  to  act  in  loco  parentis,  and  to  endeavour 
to  induce  the  fugitive  to  return  to  her  natural  protector. 
He  had  made  inquiries  about  her,  and  she  had  attended 
at  his  office,  and  her  father  having  arrived  in  the  next 
boat  from  Amsterdam  to  prosecute  his  claim  to  her 
services,  the  most  judicious  course  appeared  to  be  to 
submit  the  matter  to  the  magistrate  in  the  presence  of 
all  interested.  The  young  lady,  it  was  necessary  to 
state,  seemed  to  be  willing  upon  the  remonstrance  made 
to  her  to  return  with  her  father;  but  her  younger  sister, 
who  was  married  to  a  tradesman  in  London,  upon  pre- 
senting herself,  made  a  complete  revolution  in  the  state 
of  circumstances,  and  the  two  sisters  clung  to  each 
other  with  an  earnestness  of  affection  indicating  that 
separation  would  be  intolerable  to  either.  In  answer  to 
questions  by  Sir  R.  W.  Carden,  the  married  sister,  who, 
although  only  18  years  of  age,  had  been  married  at  the 
age  of  15,  said  her  elder  sister  had  just  attained  the  age 
of  21 ;  and,  considering  that  she  then  became  her  own 


mistress,  determined  to  leave  her  father,  under  whose 
tyrannical  authority  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  her  to 
live.  The  father  said  his  elder  daughter  was,  he  feared, 
weak  in  intellect,  and  required  most  particularly  the 
guidance  of  a  parent ;  and,  as  he  was  her  only  parent, 
he  was  anxious  to  perform  that  duty.  The  elder  girl, 
with  a  very  intelligent  look,  shook  her  head  at  the 
imputation  of  weakness ;  and  the  younger  indignantly 
denied  that  her  sister  was  committing  an  act  of  imbeci- 
lity in  going  to  those  from  whom  she  would  be  sure  of 
receiving  nothing  but  love  and  tenderness,  from  one  by 
whom  she  was  considered  and  treated  as  a  slave.  Sir 
R.  W.  Carden  :  Is  this  young  lady  entitled  to  any  money, 
or  is  there  any  gentleman  concerned  in  this  case  ?  The 
Younger  Sister  :  No.  We  don't  want  money.  I  know 
nothing  of  any  gentleman.  My  sister's  wish  is  to  come 
and  live  with  me  and  my  husband,  and  she  must  not  go 
back.  I  know  how  she  has  been  treated,  and  she  shall 
not  suffer  any  more.  Sir  R.  W.  Carden,  after  having 
asked  several  questions  of  all  parties,  said  :  I  acknow- 
ledge I  have  heard  and  seen  quite  enough  to  lead  me  to 
recommend  the  father  to  reconcile  himself  to  the  choice 
which  his  elder  daughter,  at  the  full  age  of  21,  so  de- 
cidedly makes.  It  appears  to  me  that  she  is  not  likely 
to  be  unhappy  or  unprotected  by  the  change.  The 
sisters  left  the  justice-room  in  ecstasy,  the  younger 
pushing  the  other  before  her,  as  it  were,  to  prevent  the 
father  from  putting  a  finger  on  her  prize. 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  the  1st  inst.,  John 
Jacobs,  a  well  known  Jew  thief,  was  charged  with 
Burglary  and  Bobbery.  The  charge  was  proved;  and 
it  was  further  stated  by  constables  that  the  prisoner  had 
been  several  times  within  the  last  twenty  years  convicted 
before  Mr.  Serjeant  Adams  for  robberies  and  burglaries. 
Mr.  Ingham  intimated  his  intention  of  committing  the 
accused  for  trial,  on  which  the  prisoner  exclaimed, 
Oh,  Sir,  send  me  to  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  where 
I  shall  have  a  fair  trial.  Mr.  Ingham :  No,  I  shall  send 
you  for  trial  at  the  Clerkenwell  Sessions.  Prisoner :  I 
would  rather  not  go  before  Serjeant  Adams.  Mr. 
Ingham :  I  had  rather  you  should,  as  he  knows  you  so 
well.  Prisoner:  Before  old  Adams  ?  Why,  old  Serjeant 
Adams  convicts  everybody.  The  officers  get  behind  his 
chair  and  whisper  to  him,  and  earwig  him.  (Laughter.) 
Why,  old  Adams  would  convict  his  own  mother.  (Re- 
newed laughter.)  Mr.  Ingham  :  Notwithstanding  your 
objection  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Adams,  I  shall  send  you  before 
him  once  more.  Prisoner:  The  devil  you  will ;  then  I 
shall  plead  guilty  at  once.  (Laughter.)  The  prisoner 
was  committed  for  trial. 

William  Cooper,  a  plate-layer  on  the  Midland  Rail- 
way, has  been  committed  by  the  Chesterfield  magistrates 
for  a  diabolical  attempt  to  Upset  a  Train.  He  was 
seen  meddling  with  a  rail  near  the  town  ;  when  two 
other  servants  of  the  Company  came  up  they  found 
that  he  had  taken  out  several  "  keys"  which  fasten  the 
rails  to  the  sleepers  :  a  mailtrain  came  up  at  the  mo- 
ment; but  fortunately,  though  going  fast,  it  went 
safely  along  the  loosened  rails.  Cooper  said  he  "  wanted 
to  knock  a  joint  out":  after  the  train  had  passed,  he 
added—"  I  have  done  nothing;  I  only  wish  I  had  ;  but 
it  has  to  be  done."  The  villain's  motive  was  this, — he 
had  a  quarrel  with  the  "ganger";  if  an  "accident" 
occurred  from  a  rail's  being  loose,  blame  would  fall  on 
the  ganger;  and  so  the  lives  of  many  persons  were  to 
be  imperilled  to  obtain  revenge  on  the  superior  officer. 
Cooper  pleaded  intoxication  ;   but  he  was  not  believed. 

On  the  1st  inst.,  a  Mr.  Grinburn,  a  linen-draper  in 
Spitalfields,  appeared  at  the  Worship-street  Police 
Court  to  answer  to  complaint  of  Julia  Isaacson,  a 
Poor  Seamstress  whom  he  had  Gross!;/  Maltreated.  The 
woman  had  been  occasionally  employed  by  him,  and 
when  she  ceased  to  work  for  him  he  was  indebted  to  her 
in  the  sum  of  fifteen  pence.  For  two  months  she  con- 
tinued to  make  applications  to  him  for  payment  of  this 
paltry  sum,  but  in  vain.  On  applying  for  the  last 
time,  she  was  once  more  told  to  "  call  again."  To  her 
remonstrances  that  she  had  worked  hard  for  the  money, 
and  was  much  in  need  of  it,  Grinburn  replied  by  seizing 
hold  of  her,  and  violently  tried  to  eject  her  from  his 
shop.  One  of  his  workmen— Abraham  Lazarus- 
endeavoured  to  stifle  her  cries  by  placing  his  hand  upon 
her  mouth.     They  continued  thus  to  maltreat  her,  not- 
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withstanding  the  threats  of  an  indignant  crowd,  until  a 
policeman  interfered  and  rescued  her.  Her  clothes 
were  torn  and  her  body  bruised  in  the  scuffle  :  and  when 
she  reached  home  she  was  obliged  to  betake  herself  to 
bed  and  send  for  a  surgeon.  Her  assailants,  when 
brought  before  the  magistrate,  did  not  attempt  to  deny 
that  the  money  she  claimed  was  due,  or  that  it  had 
been  withheld  from  her  for  two  months.  They  only 
alleged  that  she  had  been  "civilly  requested  "to  call  for 
it  on  the  Saturday,  and  had  refused  to  quit  the  place. 
The  magistrate  imposed  a  fine  of  10/.  on  each  of  the 
delinquents — one  half  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  woman — 
with  three  months  of  hard  labour  in  the  house  of 
correction  in  default  of  payment. 

The  village  of  Cudham,  near  Bromley  in  Kent,  has 
been  the  scene  of  a  frightful  Murder.  Bagley,  a 
labourer,  left  his  wife  and  very  aged  mother  in  his 
cottage  in  the  morning :  on  returning  home  in  the 
evening  with  his  son,  he  found  the  door  fastened : 
when  he  had  forced  an  entrance  he  discovered  his  wife 
a  corpse,  and  his  mother  insensible,  both  having  been 
beaten  on  the  head  with  a  pair  of  tongs.  The  cottage 
had  been  plundered.  Suspicion  has  fallen  on  two  men, 
who  are  in  custody.  One  of  them,  Robert  Paling,  a 
convicted  burglar,  was  arrested  near  Bristol.  He  was 
examined  at  Bromley  on  the  6th  inst.  The  discovery  of 
the  murder  was  related  ;  and  some  witnesses  expressed 
their  conviction  that  Paling  was  the  man  they  saw 
running  away  from  the  direction  of  Bagley's  cottage 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  murder.  Bagley's  son 
identified  some  clothes  found  in  Paling's  possession 
as  his  property.  Paling  showed  great  self-possession 
and  considerable  acuteness  in  the  cross-examination  of 
the  witnesses.  He  was  remanded,  and  has  subsequently 
been  committed  for  trial.  Old  Mrs.  Bagley  is  recover- 
ing, and  may  be  able  to  identify  the  assassin.  The  other 
man  in  custody  is  Clarke,  a  native  of  Hayling  Island. 
He  was  seized  at  Havant.  Nothing  suspicious  was 
found  on  him. 

A  young  man,  son  of  Dr.  Payne  of  Nottingham,  has 
committed  Suicide  in  a  singular  way:  while  travelling 
alone  in  a  railway-carriage,  between  Nottingham  and 
Derby,  he  hanged  himself,  by  a  neckerchief,  to  the 
ventilator  over  the  door. 

At  the  Preston  Town-hall  on  the  '4th  inst.,  three 
military  officers,  named  A.  G.  Onslow,  J.  Conroy,  and 
Hopton  S.  Stewart,  were  fined  40s.  and  costs,  and 
severely  reprimanded  by  the  Bench  for  Smashing  Street- 
lamps  by  throwing  rabbits  against  them.  The  de- 
fendants, who,  it  is  said,  had  been  tippling  freely, 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge. 

Mr.  Mathew  Wood,  of  the  General  Post-office,  has 
committed  Suicide  under  very  distressing  circumstances. 
He  held  a  lucrative  office  in  the  mail  department  of  the 
Post-office  ;  the  head  office  became  vacant ;  he  was 
allowed  six  months'  probation  to  ascertain  his  fitness  for 
the  position,  and  he  soon  became  conscious  that  he  was 
not  equal  to  the  onerous  duties.  He  grew  desponding, 
and  hinted  that  it  must  be  "  success  or  prussic  acid." 
At  the  end  of  the  period  of  probation  he  was  informed 
that  he  had  not  been  appointed.  He  went  home,  and 
swallowed  an  enormous  quantity  of  prussic  acid — a 
poison  which  he  had  been  using  for  photographic  pur- 
poses. The  Coroner's  inquest  returned  a  verdict  of 
"  Insanity." 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  a  most  singular  act 
of  Suicide  was  committed  by  Mr.  Hall,  pawnbroker,  of 
Union  street,  Middlesex  hospital.  It  appears  that, 
shortly  after  the  shop  was  opened,  one  of  the  young 
men  having  occasion  to  bring  into  requisition  that  por- 
tion of  a  pawnbroker's  premises  known  in  common  par- 
lance as  "  the  spout,"  was  astonished  to  find  that  some 
pledges  which  had  been  thrown  down  for  a  customer, 
who  was  waiting  to  take  them  out,  did  not  reach  their 
destination  at  the  bottom,  and,  on  investigation,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  cause  of  the  stoppage  was  the  body 
of  the  employer,  who  was  found  suspended  in  the  centre 
by  the  neck,  from  the  cord  employed  in  pulling  up 
parcels  from  the  shop  to  the  warehouse.  Medical  aid 
was  procured,  but  the  deceased  had  ceased  to  exist.  Mr. 
Hall  was  of  an  exceedingly  sedate  and  scientific  turn  of 
mind,  and  no  cause  is  assigned  for  his  committal  of  the 
deed. 


A  young  man  named  Thomas  Tutton  was  brought 
before  the  magistrates  of  Bath  on  the  Sth  instant,  on  the 
charge  of  Poisoning  his  Father.  He  had  surrendered 
himself  to  the  police  at  Dublin.  The  witnesses  were  a 
female  servant,  Mr.  Harries,  the  family  medical  atten- 
dant, and  a  Dublin  constable.  The  servant  described 
how  Mr.  Tutton  senior  had  been  seized  with  sickness 
after  taking  beer  and  potatoes  from  the  hands  of  his 
son,  and  detailed  circumstances  of  a  suspicious  nature. 
Mr.  Harries  deposed  that  he  had  detected  white  arsenic 
in  the  ejecta  from  Mr.  Tutton's  stomach,  and  on  the 
different  utensils  in  which  the  fried  potatoes  had  been 
deposited.  The  Policeman  stated  that  young  Tutton 
denied  his  crime;  he  had  surrendered  because  of  the 
accusations  in  the  newspapers.  The  prisoner  cross- 
examined  the  witnesses  himself.  He  was  remanded, 
and  has  been  committed  for  trial." 

In  the  Bristol  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  the  10th  instant, 
judgment  was  given  in  the  Case  of  Thomas  Wright 
Lawford.  This  bankrupt  failed  for  nearly  60,0007., 
leaving  behind  assets  furnishing  to  the  creditors  scarcely 
more  than  a  shilling  in  the  pound.  He  began  life  as 
clerk  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Mr.  Edward  Lawford, 
late  solicitor  to  the  East  India  Company,  now  also  a 
bankrupt  living  abroad.  For  eight  years  the  nephew 
received  a  salary  of  400/.  a  year  from  his  uncle.  At  the 
termination  of  the  period,  Thomas  Lawford  went,  on  his 
uncle's  recommendation,  to  practise  at  Carmarthen. 
Here  his  gains  were  small,  and  he  tried  his  hand  at 
farming  ;  becoming  at  the  same  time  agent  for  Lord 
Dynevor,  and  a  tenant  of  his  lands.  For  the  agency  he 
had  received  300/.  a-year  from  1840  to  1849,  yet  in  the 
latter  year  he  was  12,000/.  in  debt.  He  had  expended 
money  on  the  farms  he  rented  without  having  any 
lease  ;  he  had  erected  hot-houses  to  raise  grapes  for  the 
London  market  ;  had  engaged  in  a  speculation  for 
hatching  chickens  by  steam,  and  even  in  a  mining  con- 
cern in  Prussia.  Being  insolvent  to  the  extent  of  12,000/. 
he  began  to  borrow,  raising  loans  at  one  time  amounting 
in  all  to  80,000/.  from  insurance  companies,  and  other 
loans  to  pay  the  costs  and  interest  of  the  former.  The 
cost  of  these  loan  transactions  is  set  down  at  25,000/.  in 
five  years.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Edward  Lawford,  the 
uncle,  then  reputed  to  be  worth  18,000/.  a-year,  took 
part  in  the  loans.  On  one  occasion  he  asked  his  nephew 
to  appear  as  the  borrower  of  a  sum  of  money  he  wanted 
"  to  complete  the  purchase  of  an  estate  in  Kent,"  the 
uncle  figuring  as  the  security.  Subsequently  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Lawford  effected  loans  in  his  nephew's  name, 
without  consulting  him,  and  all  the  money  of  the  first 
loans  went  through  his  hands.  By  him  the  80,000/.  was 
reduced  to  44,000/.  The  certificate  was  unopposed.  The 
officers  of  the  court  were  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Lawford  is  a  person  whose  intentions  were  honest,  and 
that  his  errors  have  been  caused  rather  by  an  over-san- 
euine  temper  and  extreme  infirmity  of  judgment  than 
by  want  of  rectitude.  The  Court  awarded  a  third-class 
certificate,  suspended  for  twelve  months  without  pro- 
tection. 

Three  English  directors  of  the  Luxembourg  Railway, 
Mr.  John  Ashwell,  Sir  William  Magnay,  and  Mr.  John 
Masterman,  have  been  tried  before  the  Tribunal  of 
Correctional  Police  at  Brussels,  on  the  charge  of 
Swindling  the  Shareholders.  Mr.  Ashwell  alone  sur- 
rendered to  be  tried:  the  other  gentlemen  were  tried 
"  by  default."  The  alleged  offences  were,  misappro- 
priating thousands  of  shares  and  a  sum  of  35,750  francs 
which  had  been  intrusted  to  the  accused  for  "  secret 
purposes," — that  is,  to  bribe  people  to  support  the 
claims  of  the  railway;  these  shares  and  money,  it  is 
said,  had  been  nearly  all  retained  by  the  accused  for 
their  own  use,  and  they  had  received  interest  on  the 
shares;  the  cash  and  shares  were  mentioned  in  the 
books  as  disposed  of  for  "  purchases  of  land,"  or  for 
"  engineering  and  law  expenses."  In  his  defence,  Mr. 
Ashwell  avowed  that  he  had  employed  most  of  the 
shares  in  bribes,  retaining  some  for  future  use ;  he 
mentioned  some  people  he  had  bribed;  he  received  the 
interest  for  their  behoof.  The  money  he  had  partly 
spent  for  the  company  ;  the  balance  he  had  returned  to 
the  cashier.  Lastly,  he  showed  that  all  he  had  dene 
had  been  approved  of  the  directors,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  shareholders  at  their  general  meeting;  also,  that 
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■when  complaints  had  been  made  by  some  of  the  share- 
holders, a  special  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  whole  matter,  and  that  it  had  approved  of  what 
had  been  done.  On  behalf  of  Sir  William  Magnay 
and  Mr.  Masterman  no  defence  whatever  was  offered. 
In  the  course  of  the  proceedings,  it  was  stated  that  what 
the  defendants  were  accused  of  doing  was  constantly 
done  in  England, — namely,  on  the  formation  of  a  rail- 
way company,  to  distribute  shares  or  money  amongst 
the  owners  of  land  through  which  the  line  is  to  pass, 
and  to  persons  who  might  be  in  a  position  in  any  way  to 
promote  its  interests ;  and  it  was  added,  that  the  cost  of 
such  distribution  was  always  entered  on  the  accounts  as 
"  Parliamentary  expenses."  The  Tribunal  decided,  that 
as  the  acts  of  Mr.  Ashwell  which  were  complained  of, 
took  place  more  than  three  years  ago,  they  were  covered 
by  prescription,  and  that  the  complaint  against  Sir 
William  Magnay  and  Mr.  Masterman  was  not  suffi- 
ciently proved.    It  consequently  dismissed  the  complaint. 

Mr.  Thomas  Millar,  assistant  schoolmaster  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Wizard,  a  young  man  of  six-and-twenty, 
committed  Suicide.  He  had  been  accused  of  purloining 
the  clothes  of  the  boys  under  his  charge,  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  distressing  occurrence  he  was  noticed, 
while  standing  on  the  deck  of  the  Wizard,  to  suddenly 
seize  four  six  pound  shots,  place  them  in  his  coat  pockets, 
and,  before  any  one  could  prevent  him,  jumped  over- 
board. He  immediately  sank,  and  although  the  boats 
promptly  put  out  to  his  assistance,  all  traces  of  his  body 
had  disappeared.  A  letter  was  found  from  the  deceased, 
addressed  to  his  wife,  in  which  he  intimated  that  he  was 
about  to  commit  suicide,  rather  than  face  the  charge 
made  against  him. 

Henry  Coe  Coape  a  person  of  gentlemanly  appear- 
ance, was  tried,  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  for 
Conspiring  by  False  Pretences  with  one  King  to  obtain 
4000?.  from  Henry  Porter  Smith.  King  had  fled  the 
country.  Mr.  Coape  had  extensive  property  in  Essex 
left  him  by  his  father ;  but  he  soon  got  embarrassed, 
from  expensive  experiments  in  farming,  sold  part  of  his 
property,  and  mortgaged  the  rest  for  16,000/.  King 
wanted  to  raise  a  loan  of  8000/.,  and  induced  Coape,  his 
relation,  to  consent  to  be  his  security.  Through  Mr. 
Kirby,  "managing  director,"  of  the  Albert  Insurance 
Company,  an  arrangement  was  made  by  which  Mr. 
Smith  was  to  lend  4000/.  and  Sir  John  Wilson  a  second 
4000/.,  the  security  being  the  estates,  some  of  which 
Coape  had  already  sold,  while  the  others  were  mort- 
gaged. The  affair  was  conducted  with  suspicious 
secrecy  by  Mr.  Kirby,  and  with  disgraceful  want  of  care 
in  inquiring  about  the  nature  of  the  security ;  if  the 
necessary  inquiries  had  been  made  it  would  have 
appeared  that  Mr,  Coape  no  longer  possessed  the 
estates  specified,  and  that  the  rest  were  deeply  mort- 
gaged. However,  the  money  was  advanced,  the  deeds 
were  executed,  Kirby  and  others  got  rich  pickings,  a 
loan  advanced  by  the  Albert  Company  was  repaid, 
King  got  the  balance,  and  quickly  disappeared.  Pre- 
sently, Mr.  Coape  appears  as  an  insolvent,  and  the 
lenders  find  that  their  security  is  imperfect.  It  came 
out  during  the  trial  that  from  the  sale  of  the  mort- 
gaged estates  the  lenders  will  realise  6000/.,  and  will 
have  a  claim  on  other  funds.  The  jury  found  that 
the  charge  had  not  been  made  out,  and  returned  a 
verdict  of  "  Not  guilty ;  "  and  the  Foreman  added, 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  jury  that  the  prosecu- 
tion was  a  most  infamous  and  unnecessary  one.  The 
Recorder  observed,  that,  without  saying  anything  upon 
the  subject  of  the  nature  of  the  prosecution,  he  could 
not  help  observing  that  if  anything  could  open  the  eyes 
of  young  men  of  fortune,  who  were  desirous  of  raising 
money,  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  plundered 
by  offices  of  this  kind,  and  by  the  description  of  parties 
who  had  that  day  been  examined,  this  case  ought  to  have 
that  effect.  The  Albert  Office,  he  was  afraid,  was  not 
the  only  one  in  London  where  these  sort  of  transactions 
were  carried  on ;  and  he  hoped  that  what  had  taken  place 
might  be  attended  with  some  good  effect  in  future. 

James  Smyth,  a  very  poor  old  man,  has  been  found 
Murdered  in  a  wood  near  Cavan.  His  head  was  crushed 
and  rent  in  a  frightful  way.  The  motive  for  the  crime 
is  unknown  :  the  body  had  not  been  plundered  of  a  few 
shillings  which  were  in  a  pocket. 


There  have  been  serious  Bread  Riots  at  Nottingham. 
On  the  night  of  the  14th  instant  a  crowd  of  several 
thousand  persons  assembled  in  the  market-place  and 
attacked  the  shops  of  several  bakers,  breaking  the 
windows  and  doing  other  damage.  Thence  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Radford,  a  manufacturing  village  near  the 
town,  where  they  committed  similar  outrages.  A  baker 
captured  one  of  the  mob,  who  was  immediately  rescued 
by  his  companions.  The  police  at  length  succeeded  in 
dispersing  the  rioters.  Next  day  special  constables  were 
sworn  in,  and  other  measures  taken  to  preserve  the  peace, 
which  wras  not  again  broken. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
19th  inst.,  a  young  woman  committed  suicide  by  Throw- 
ing herself  from  Waterloo  Bridge.  She  passed  the 
money  collector,  evidently  in  great  trouble,  and  sobbing 
loudly.  A  short  time  afterwards  the  watchman  on 
Hungerford-bridge  heard  the  screams  of  a  female,  and 
splashing  in  the  water.  The  toll  men  soon  hailed  the 
Thames  police,  who  rowed  to  the  spot,  and  found  the 
poor  creature  partly  covered  with  water,  the  tide  being 
far  out  at  the  time.  The  unfortunate  girl  was  instantly 
brought  on  shore,  and  taken  to  King's  College  Hospital, 
where  every  attention  was  paid  to  the  case,  but  she  ex- 
pired from  the  injuries  she  had  met  with  from  her 
tremendous  leap. 

The  late  bankers,  Strahan,  Paul  and  Bates,  were  Com- 
mitted for  Trial  by  the  Bow  Street  magistrate  on  the 
12th  instant.  The  trial  came  on  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  on  the  19th.  An  application  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners  for  a  postponement  of  the  trial,  on 
the  ground  that,  being  so  recently  committed,  they  had 
not  time  to  prepare  their  defence.  No  opposition  being 
made,  the  application  was  granted,  the  sureties  for  their 
appearance  being  renewed. 

The  law  and  police  reports  of  this  month  teem  with 
Murders  and  Outrages  committed  by  men  on  their  Wives 
and  Women  with  whom  they  cohabited. — On  the  18th 
inst.  a  brutal  Murder  was  perpetrated  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Artillery  Lane,  Bishopsgate  Street,  by  a  man 
named  Lordan,  on  his  own  wife.  On  the  previous  night 
Lordan  and  his  wife  went  to  a  raffle  and  a  wake  at  a 
public-house  near  home,  where  there  was  a  violent 
quarrel  between  them,  ending  in  blows,  the  husband 
being  jealous  of  another  man.  Lordan  left  the  public- 
house  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  returned  home  and 
went  to  bed,  his  wife  remaining  behind.  At  a  quarter 
past  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  she  returned  home,  but 
did  not  go  to  bed.  She  called  one  of  her  two  sons,  who 
resided  with  them,  to  go  to  work,  upon  which  he  dressed 
himself  and  left  home.  Shortly  afterwards,  at  about 
half-past  six  o'clock,  she  called  her  second  son,  and 
asked  for  a  light  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  her  pipe. 
She  afterwards  went  to  the  bed  upon  which  her  hus- 
band was  lying,  when  he  took  from  underneath  the  berl, 
where  he  had  concealed  it,  a  large  pointed  knife,  like 
that  used  by  butchers,  and  made  a  thrust  at  her  throat, 
wounding  her  severely.  She  made  the  best  of  her  way 
to  the  door,  to  escape,  but  sank  on  the  stairs,  and  died 
almost  immediately.  A  few  moments  after  the  horrible 
deed  was  committed,  Lordan  gave  himself  up  to  a 
policeman,  by  whom  he  was  conveyed  to  the  station- 
house,  where  he  made  a  full  confession  of  his  guilt.  A 
coroner's  inquest  has  returned  a  verdict  of  Wilful 
Murder  against  Lordan. — An  act  of  shocking  Brutality 
was  committed  on  the  night  of  the  oth  inst.  by  a  man 
named  Dutton,  residing  in  the  cellar  of  a  house  in 
Tindle-street,  Liverpool.  He  went  home  drunk,  and, 
after  cruelly  beating  his  wife,  turned  her  out  of  the 
house,  along  with  her  child  at  the  breast,  and  two  sons 
of  the  respective  ages  of  fifteen  and  nine  years.  The 
mother  and  child  took  shelter  at  a  neighbour's  house, 
but  the  poor  lacis  went  and  lay  down  on  a  brick-kiln, 
where  they  were  found  at  six  in  the  morning,  one  dead, 
and  the  other  insensible.  The  younger  boy  was- 
immediately  taken  home,  and  he  is  likely  to  get 
better.  The  father  was  taken  into  custody.  —  At 
the  Southwark  police  court,  on  the  18th,  George 
Pemhle,  a  shoemaker,  was  charged  with  having  Mur- 
dered Mary  Latimer,  a  woman  with  whom  he  cohabited. 
They  had  quarrelled,  and  he  beat  her  so  dreadfully  that 
she  died  immediately.  He  was  remanded. — On  the  20th 
a  coal-porter,  named  Dodd,  was  charged  at  the  West. 
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minster  office  with  Assaulting  his  wife  by  kicking  her  so 
violently  that  her  life  is  now  endangered ;  and  on  the 
same  day  a  man  named  Barry  was  brought  before  the 
sitting  magistrate,  in  Southwark,  charged  with  Attempt- 
ing to  Murder  his  wife,  the  prisoner's  daughter  stating 
that  she  thought  her  mother's  legs  were  broken.  Both 
were  remanded. — The  most  atrocious  of  these  cases  was 
that  of  Henry  Watts,  a  coachman,  who  was  tried  at  the 
Central  Criminal  Court  for  the  Murder  of  his  wife.  He 
had  been  about  to  flog  his  son,  when  his  wife  begged  of 
him  not  to  chastise  the  child,  and  said  it  would  be  more 
to  his  credit  if  he  sent  it  to  school.  Upon  this  he  took 
her,  instead  of  the  boy,  by  the  shoulders,  beat  her,  and 
roared  out  in  answer  to  her   remonstrance,    "  I'll   be 

d d  if  I  don't  murder  you."     She  went  up  stairs,  he 

followed,  got  first  upon  the  landing,  and  by  a  blow 
struck  her  down  into  the  passage.  She  was  carried, 
much  injured,  into  the  room  of  some  lodgers,  and 
placed  on  a  bed.  There  he  endeavoured  again  to 
get  at  her,  and  resume  his  torture,  but  was  pre- 
vented. Unfortunately  no  hindrance  was  offered  to  the 
subsequent  desire  of  the  woman  to  be  taken  up  to  her 
own  room,  where  she  was  placed  on  her  bed,  and  so 
given  up  as  a  victim  to  her  torturer.  He  pulled  her 
from  the  bed  upon  the  floor,  and,  when  her  eyes  were 
fixed  with  approaching  death,  dragged  her  about,  bent 
and  twisted  her  body,  kicked  and  bumped  it  with  his 
knee.  Still  in  this  condition,  with  death  appearing 
more  and  more  near,  he  held  her  head  back  over  the 
grate,  and  shook  it;  he  struck  her  about  the  face  and 
breast;  and  with  a  remark'that  "  ke  knew  how  to  touch 
her  and  make  her  feel,"  proceeded  to  atrocities  which 
even  the  Old  Bailey  flinched  from  hearing  told  in  detail. 
All  this  was  seen,  and  the  witness  who  saw  it  deposed 
that  the  wretch  was  perfectly  sober.  A  case  of  murder 
was  clearly  proved  ;  but  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  only 
was  given,  and  the  criminal  was  sentenced  to  14  years' 
transportation. 

♦ 

NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

Mr.  Douglas  Dent,  storekeeper  of  the  dockyard  in 
Devonport,  was  accidentally  Drowned  on  the  evening  of 
the  3d  inst.  He  was  cruising  in  his  clingy  under 
canvas  near  Lady  Emma's  Cottage,  Mount  Edgecumbe, 
where  the  flood-tide  runs  between  the  rocks  with  great 
swiftness,  and  with  occasional  irregularity ;  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  two  sons,  Mr.  Albert  Dent,  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Royal  Navy,  recently  returned  from  the 
WcstTndies,  and  Mr.  Digby  Dent,  clerk  in  the  Devon- 
port  Dockyard.  The  wind  was  puffy,  and  the  sail 
having  jibbed  one  of  the  sons  reached  up  the  mast  and 
attempted  to  clear  it :  his  weight  overbalanced  the 
dingy,  which  was  of  light  draught,  and  she  upset  imme- 
diately. The  accident  was  observed  by  a  number  of 
pleasure-seekers  on  the  grounds  of  Mount  Edgecumbe, 
and  they  hailed  several  boats;  which,  however,  were 
unfortunately  at  such  a  distance  as  not  to  arrive  before 
Mr.  Dent  had  sunk,  and  his  sons  did  not  recover  until 
some  time  after  they  were  picked  \ip.  A  seaman  re- 
covered Mr.  Dent's  body  b)'  diving. 

Three  pupils  of  Heversham  Grammar  School — Good- 
win, Cowell,  and  Rigby — have  been  Drowned  at  Hever- 
sham Marsh,  an  arm  of  the  sea  forming  part  of  More- 
cambe  Bay.  The  deceased  were  all  young  men  ;  a 
number  of  pupils  went  with  them  to  the  Marsh  to 
bathe  ;  the  unfortunate  three  seem  to  have  got  hold  of  a 
plank,  and  were  thus  probably  tempted  to  go  out  too 
far ;  and  it  would  seem  also  that  a  sudden  depression 
had  formed  in  the  sand  :  the  three  got  out  of  their 
depth ;  they  could  not  swim,  there  were  no  swimmers 
or  boats  near,  and  they  were  drowned. 

The  journey  of  the  Queen  to  the  North,  on  the  6th 
inst.  was  attended  with  several  Casualties,  one  of  which 
was  fatal.  The  journey  from  Grantham  to  Bawtry 
was  completed  in  sixty-two  minutes,  and  at  Bawtry  the 
train  was  stopped  by  the  heating  of  one  of  the  axles  of 
the  engine.  At  Darlington,  again,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  detach  the  royal  carriage  from  the  train,  as  the 
axle  had  become  hot.  About  six  miles  north  of  Dar- 
lington, one  of  the  Great  Northern  Company's  "  fitters  " 


left  the  guard's  van,  when  the  train  was  at  full  speed, 
to  lubricate  a  heated  wheel-box  :  while  he  was  thus 
engaged,  his  head  came  in  contact  with  a  girder  of  a 
bridge,  and  he  was  killed  on  the  spot. 

A  shocking  Railway  Accident  occurred  at  the  Dudley 
station,  on  the  Oxford,  Worcester,  and  Wolverhamp- 
ton line,  on  Sunday  night,  the  9th  inst.  A  train  is  due 
from  Worcester  at  8.45  p.m.,  but  on  that  evening  it  did 
not  arrive  till  about  9  o'clock,  when  it  ran  into  the 
station  at  about  the  usual  rate.  Previously  to  the 
stoppage  of  the  train,  as  the  railway  officials  allege,  the 
doors  of  several  carriages  were  seen  open,  and  although 
the  usual  cry  was  made  to  the  passengers  to  keep  their 
seats,  one  or  two  of  them  jumped  out,  and  among  them 
was  a  Mr.  John  Cooper,  assistant  clerk  in  the  Walsall 
County  Court,  who  had  a  child  about  four  years  old  in 
his  arms,  and  who,  in  descending  from  the  carriage,  fell 
between  the  carriage  and  the  platform,  and  was  dragged 
a  distance  of  about  twenty  or  thirty  yards.  It  was 
found,  on  the  train  being  stopped,  that  his  legs  were 
bent  back,  and  that  the  body  was  jammed  in  between 
the  carriage  and  the  platform.  He  had  his  child  grasped 
firmly  in  his  arms,  and  the  train  had  to  be  detached 
from  the  carriage,  and  the  carriage  itself  raised  with 
jacks,  before  they  could  be  extricated.  They  were  con- 
veyed into  the  porters'  room,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  surgeon, 
was  sent  for ;  he  came  immediately,  but  Mr.  Cooper 
had  expired.  Several  of  his  bones  were  broken,  and 
his  body  was  dreadfully  crushed.  The  child  also 
was  found  to  he  seriously  hurt,  the  poor  creature's 
thighs  being  fractured,  and  its  body  otherwise  injured. 
An  inquest  has  been  commenced,  but  adjourned  to 
allow  time  for  inquiry. 

A  lamentable  R  iilway  Accident  has  taken  place  on 
the  Reading  and  Reigate  line.  Crosley,  an  engine- 
driver,  was  directed  to  take  his  engine  to  Guildford,  and 
bring  to  Reading  a  London  train.  Finding  that  the 
stoker  of  his  engine  was  not  there, — he  ordered  a 
"  cleaner"  to  jump  up  ;  and  without  placing  any  lights 
on  the  engine,  without  looking  whether  the  points 
were  right  for  the  up-line,  by  taking  which  only  he 
knew  he  should  avoid  a  train  nearly  due,  without 
speaking  to  the  station-master,  he  put  on  steam,  and 
started  out  of  the  engine-shed  on  to  the  down-line. 
About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Reading,  his  engine 
crashed  against  the  down-train.  The  two  engines  were 
destroyed  ;  a  luggage-van  and  second  class  carriage  were 
broken  to  pieces  ;  and  the  passengers  were  strewn  about 
in  every  direction.  Three  were  killed — Mr.  Fynmore, 
a  banker's  clerk  at  Reading;  Mr.  Belton,  a  military 
student;  and  Francis  Beaut,  a  gamekeeper.  Crosley 
was  found  dead.  Nine  passengers  were  badly  wounded 
— two  dangerously.  The  inquest  was  opened  on  the 
13th  inst.  Jesse  Ferguson,  Crosley's  stoker  for  the 
occasion,  who  was  in  the  hospital,  badly  hurt,  made  a 
statement  to  the  Coroner,  which  was  read  to  the  jury. 
It  exhibited  very  clearly  Crosley's  recklessness.  He 
told  Ferguson  not  to  mind  lighting  the  lamps  till  the 
engine  was  in  motion — a  grave  offence  ;  Ferguson  was 
trimming  the  lamps  when  the  collision  occurred.  It 
was  Crosley's  duty  to  direct  his  fireman  to  turn  the 
points  on  leaving  the  station,  that  the  engine  might  be 
put  on  the  up-line — he  gave  no  directions,  and  seems  to 
have  assumed  that  the  points  were  rightly  placed,  which 
he  ought  to  have  known  they  would  not  be.  His 
engine  proceeded  with  the  tender  in  advance,  exhibiting 
no  light ;  and  at  the  time  of  the  disaster  he  was  blowing 
off  steam  :  the  people  in  charge  of  the  passenger-train 
were  unconscious  of  his  approach. 

A  Railway  Accident  of  a  novel  but  very  shocking 
character  took  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  about  nine  at 
night,  on  the  Dinting  Viaduct  of  the  Manchester  and 
Sheffield  Railway,  across  the  river  Etherow,  near  Glos- 
sop.  A  train  from  Manchester  approached  the  Hadfield 
station,  which  is  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  viaduct,  and 
in  consequence  of  a  Liverpool  excursion  train  being  in 
advance,  and  having  to  discharge  passengers  at  the 
station,  the  Manchester  train  was  brought  to  a  stand  on 
the  viaduct.  The  night  was  very  dark,  and  it  appears 
that  some  of  the  passengers  in  the  Manchester  train, 
who  had  to  get  out  at  Hadfield,  imagined  that  the  train 
was  already  at  the  station.  Three  of  these  persons,  two 
young  men  and  a  young  woman,  succeeded  in  opening 
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the  door  of  the  carriage  and  got  out.  The  parapet  of 
the  viaduct  on  that  side  was  within  a  very  short  space 
of  the  carriages,  and  it  is  supposed  that  owing  to  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  instead  of  getting  down  in  the 
narrow  space  between  the  train  and  the  parapet  of  the 
viaduct,  they  stepped  upon  the  top  of  the  parapet.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  an  alarm  was  given  that  they  had 
fallen  over,  and  the  shocking  fact  was  soon  afterwards 
confirmed  by  the  discovery  of  their  bodies  in  the  valley 
below.  They  had  fallen  from  a  height  of  seventy-five 
feet.  Two  of  them,  John  Healy,  aged  23  years,  and 
Jane  Hadfield,  who  were  lovers,  and  had  been  to  Belle 
Vue  Gardens,  Manchester,  were  quite  dead  when  found. 
The  other  man,  Thomas  Priestnall,  a  weaver,  aged  29 
years,  residing  at  Freetown,  was  taken  up  in  a  state  of 
insensibility,  and  died  in  about  an  hour  afterwards. 
Priestnall  had  attempted  to  persuade  another  young 
woman  to  get  out  with  him,  but,  fortunately,  she  had 
not  complied  with  his  request. 

A  deplorable  accident,  resulting  in  the  Death  of  Three 
(luarryinen,  occurred  in  the  Llanbcris  slate  quarry  on 
the  17th  instant.  Four  men,  named  Henry  Roberts, 
Owen  Roberts,  Evan  Rowlands,  and  John  Price,  were 
sinking  a  shaft  in  order  to  work  a  ievel.  A  very  exten- 
sive blast  had  been  discharged,  and  the  men,  having 
waited  the  customary  time,  prepared  to  descend.  Row- 
lands went  first,  and,  nothing  being  heard  of  him,  the 
second  followed,  being  heard  to  say  as  he  went  down, 
that  Evans  lay  at  thejxittom.  A  third  then  descended, 
calling,  as  he  did  so,  to  the  two  to  rise  up.  He  then 
fell,  suffocated  by  the  smoke  remaining  from  the  blast. 
The  fourth  man  then  went  partly  down  the  shaft,  but, 
seeing  the  lifeless  bodies  at  the  bottom,  he  returned  and 
obtained  help.  One  of  the  men,  on  being  brought  to 
the  surface,  exhibited  signs  of  life,  but  though  the  poor 
man  lingered  twelve  hours  he  expired  without  evincing 
the  slightest  consciousness.  An  inquest  was  held  next 
day  in  the  Quarry  Hospital,  and  a  verdict  accordingly 
returned. 

Mr.  John  Shepherd,  landlord  of  the  Oxford  Arms  in 
Westminster-road,  and  brother  of  one  of  the  lessees  of 
the  Surrey  Theatre,  has  been  accidentally  Killed  while 
out  shooting  with  his  brother  and  Mr.  Creswick.  When 
about  to  pass  through  a  gap,  the  keeper  recommended 
the  party  to  put  down  the  hammers  of  their  guns.  Mr. 
Creswick  had  done  so  with  one  barrel,  and  was  letting 
down  the  hammer  of  the  second,  when  by  some  means 
the  piece  went  off,  and  shot  Mr.  Shepherd  dead. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  organ-builder,  Macclesfield,  has  Lost 
his  Life  by  a  Singular  Accident.  H  was  in  the  act  of 
"voicing"  or  "  sounding"  a  pipe,  and  applied  his  cat- 
to  it,  when,  from  some  unknown  cause,  a  splinter  flew 
out,  entered  his  ear,  and  gradually  penetrated  to  the 
brain.  After  three  week^'  illness  he  expired,  suffering 
great  agony. 

A  fatal  Fire  has  occurred  in  Wolverhampton.  Messrs. 
Booth  and  Co.  recently  erected  premises  in  the  town 
for  the  manufacture  of  naphtha  and  creosote  oil ;  and 
legal  proceedings  were  about  to  be  taken  to  get  rid  of 
it  as  a  nuisance.  On  the  14th  inst.  by  some  means 
unknown,  a  quantity  of  naphtha  ignited  ;  the  flames 
spread  ;  in  a  little  time  the  whole  place  was  a  roaring 
furnace,  streams  of  liquid  fire  pouring  out  to  ignite 
the  surrounding  buildings.  The  manufactory  was,  of 
course,  completely  ruined  ;  two  adjoining  houses  were 
gutted ;  and  other  damage  done.  A  man  who  was 
attending  a  furnace  was  unable  to  escape — his  body 
was  converted  to  a  mere  cinder.  A  mother  and  child 
perished  in  one  of  the  dwelling-houses.  Seven  other 
persons  were  burnt,  but  not  fatally.  It  is  stated  that 
vast  bodies  of  flame  shot  up  into  the  air  from  the  burn- 
ing spirit ;  at  a  certain  altitude  portions  of  flame  sepa- 
rated from  the  mass,  and,  descending  like  water-spouts, 
burnt  up  everything  inflammable  upon  which  they 
alighted. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

Birmingham  has  subscribed  for  and  erected  a  statue 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel.  It  was  designed  by  Mr.  Peter 
Hollins,  is  composed   of  bronze,  and   was  cast  in  the 


foundry  of  Messrs.  Elkington.  The  figure,  eight  feet 
six  inches  in  height,  stands  on  a  granite  pedestal,  resting 
on  the  right  and  advancing  the  left  foot.  The  right 
hand  grasps  a  scroll,  the  left  rests  upon  the  hip.  On  the 
pedestal  is  the  single  word  "Peel."  It  stands  nearly 
opposite  the  town-hall.  On  the  27th  ult.  this  statue 
was  uncovered  and  delivered  over  to  the  Mayor  by  the 
Testimonial  Committee,  in  the  presence  of  the  municipal 
authorities  and  a  great  crowd. 

Some  time  since,  Mr.  Adderley,  M.P.,  offered  ten 
acres  of  land  at  Saltley  for  the  formation  of  a  park  for 
the  people  of  Birmingham  ;  but  he  desired  a  nominal 
rent  to  be  paid  to  him,  to  have  a  voice  in  framing  the 
regulations,  and  a  guarantee  for  the  proper  laying-out 
of  the  ground  :  apparently  from  some  misunderstanding 
of  the  scope  of  these  conditions,  the  Town- Council  de- 
clined Mr.  Adderley's  offer.  "Determined  that  the  public 
shall  not  suffer  from  this,  Mr.  Adderley  has  announced 
that  he  will  set  aside  the  ten  acres  as  a  playground  for 
all  classes,  not  attempting  to  fence  or  plant  the  plot. 

Emigration  from  the  North  of  Scotland  to  the  Canadas 
continues  in  full  force.  About  600  people  will  shortly 
leave  Aberdeen  and  neighbouring  ports.  Agricultural 
labour  has  advanced  in  value  in  consequence  of  these 
thinnings  of  the  population. 

The  Edinburgh  Courant  declares  that  Forbes  Mac- 
kenzie's Act  has  given  rise  to  much  private  profligacy 
on  the  Sunday  ;  young  people  clubbing  together  to  lay 
in  a  store  of  liquors  to  be  consumed  while  the  taverns 
are  closed  :  and  then  scenes  occur  that  would  not  be 
tolerated  in  a  public-house.  To  meet  this  evil  (it  is 
added)  another  has  been  created  —  a  police  "spy" 
system. 

"  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of 
Commerce  took  place  on  the  27th  ult.  ;  Mr.  Heath  in 
the  chair.  The  proceedings  were  confined  to  the  recep- 
tion of  a  report,  stating  the  legislative  changes  made  in 
laws  bearing  on  commerce  during  the  session.  In  the 
course  of  a  speech  on  the  report,  one  of  the  Borough 
Members,  Mr.  Horsfall,  told  an  anecdote  connected  with 
the  passage  of  the  Bills  of  Lading  Act,  which  amusingly 
illustrates  midnight  legislation.  A  bill  was  drawn  by 
the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Mr.  Baring, 
Mr.  Cairns,  Mr.  Brown,  and  himself,  presented  it;  and 
as  the  law  now  stood  the  holder  of  a  bill  of  lading  had 
not  only  a  right  to  the  property  to  which  it  referred, 
but  the  right  of  recovery  should  it  be  damaged,  or  in  a 
case  of  short  delivery.  The  promoters  of  the  bill  were 
desirous  that  power  should  be  taken  under  the  bill  to 
detain  any  foreign  vessel  until  the  claim  had  been  settled 
for  damage  or  short  delivery.  To  this  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Bouverie,  objected  ; 
and,  on  a  division,  the  House  rejected  the  clause.  In 
looking  over  the  list  of  the  majority  who  voted  against 
the  clause,  he  found  eighteen  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  two  members  who  intended  to  vote  with 
them,  but  did  not.  The  bill  did  not  come  on  before  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  Scotch  Education  Bill 
had  occupied  the  whole  of  the  evening.  It  was  not  an 
interesting  subject  to  many  honourable  members;  many 
were  fast  asleep  ;  and  two  admitted  to  him  afterwards, 
that  in  voting  for  the  Bill  of  Lading  they  thought  it 
was  the  Scotch  Education  Bill.  This  anecdote  was 
received  with  great  laughter. 

An  official  paper  just  published  shows  the  enormous 
amount  of  the  Parliamentary  Expenses  of  Railway 
Companies.  It  appears  from  a  return  to  an  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Hadfield, 
that  the  legal,  engineering,  and  parliamentary  expenses 
of  160  railway  companies  in  the  united  kingdom  have 
amounted  to  14,086,110/.  There  are  45  railway  com- 
panies that  have  made  no  return,  including  the  Bristol 
and  Exeter,  the  Dublin  and  Belfast  Junction,  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western,  the  Newport,  Abergavenny,  and 
Hereford,  the  Shrewsbury  and  Birmingham,  Shrews- 
bury and  Chester,  and  the  Whitehaven  and  Furness. 
The  expenses  of  the  160  companies  who  have  furnished 
the  returns  for  legal  and  parliamentary  expenses 
average  88,000/.  each;  and  taking  the  45  other  com- 
panies to  average  but  30,000/.  each,  or  1,350,000/.,  the 
total  amount  would  appear  to  be  15,436,110/.  for  law, 
engineering,  and  parliamentary  expenses  of  205  railway 
companies  in  the  united  kingdom,  the  chief  portion  of 
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which  must  have  been  expended  within  the  past  10 
years.  Mr.  Hadfield's  return  forms  three  principal 
heads.  Under  the  head  of  sums  of  money  expended  or 
due  by  the  several  railway  companies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for  establishing  such  companies  and  their 
undertakings,  and  for  branches  and  additions  thereto, 
12,543,715/.  is  stated  as  the  total  amount ;  under  the 
head  of  sums  expended  in  obtaining  acts  of  Parliament 
for  purchasing  other  railways,  or  amalgamating  with 
railway  and  canal  companies,  852,202/.  is  stated  ;  and 
under  the  head  of  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incurred, 
and  occasioned  by  any  actions,  suits,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings at  law  or  in  equity  by  the  said  companies, 
685,193/.;  making  together  the  14,086,110/.  It  is 
believed  (says  the  Times)  that  the  legal,  engineering, 
and  parliamentary  expenses  of  the  numerous  companies 
that  failed  in  their  attempts  to  obtain  parliamentary 
powers,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  5,000,000/., 
making  in  the  whole  about  20,000,000/.  as  the  cost  of 
railway  legislation,  so  far  as  it  has  been  carried. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Devizes  on  the  3rd  inst.,  to 
establish  a  Juvenile  Reformatory  Institution  for  Wilt- 
shire. The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  presided  ;  and 
among  the  gentlemen  present  were  the  Marquis  of 
Bath,  Sir  John  Audry,  several  members  of  Parliament 
connected  with  the  county,  the  Dean  of  Salisbury,  and 
the  Recorder  of  Devizes.  It  was  resolved  that  a  school 
should  be  established,  on  the  basis  of  economy  and 
practical  utility. 

The  fiist  stone  of  a  New  Hospital,  in  Quay-street, 
Manchester,  was  laid  on  the  3rd  inst.,  by  the  Bishop. 
The  hospital  is  to  be  called  St.  Mary's,  and  to  be 
devoted  to  the  diseases  of  women  and  children.  Miss 
Atherton  of  Carthill  Castle  gives  500/.  ;  Dr.  Radford  of 
Manchester,  his  medical  library  and  museum. 

The  Early  Closing  Association  held  the  first  of  a  series 
of  autumnal  meetings,  at  Exeter  Hall  on  the  5th  inst. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Mechi,  of  Tiptree  Hall,  who 
stated,  that  in  his  own  business  the  great  bulk  of  the 
work  was  effected  before  five  o'clock,  and  what  is  done 
after  does  not  really  pay  for  gas-light.  Mr.  Lilwall 
stated  that  many  of  the  principal  London  houses  [in  the 
linendrapery  trade  ?]  are  now  closing  at  on  j  o'clock  on 
Saturdays,  others  at  two,  and  very  few  later  than  three 
o'clock.  Resolutions  for  pursuing  the  movement  passed 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  Trade  and  Navigation  Returns  for  the  month 
ending  July  31,  as  well  as  for  the  first  seven  months  of 
1855,  have  been  published,  and  from  them  we  learn  the 
following  results:  For  the  month  for  which  the  returns 
are  [made  up,  the  declared  value  of  articles  of  British 
produce  exported  was  8,150,383/. ;  for  what  may  be 
considered  the  corresponding  month  of  1854  it  was 
9,439,643/.  '  From  January  1  to  July  31,  1855,  the  value 
of  our  exports  was  51,262,705/.  ;  and  if,  for  the  purpose 
of  comparison,  we  add  the  value  of  the  average  exports 
for  five  days  more,  so  as  that  the  time  may  be  equal  in 
both  cases,  we  find  that  for  the  first  seven  months  of 
1855,  we  exported  to  the  extent  of  52,830,085/.  and  for 
the  same  period  of  1854,  to  58,612,645/. ;  the  decrease 
being  5,792,560/.  The  column  of  quantities  entered  for 
home  consumption  shows  that  in  the  past  month,  con- 
trasted with  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  we 
have  consumed  457,0001bs.  of  cocoa  as  compared  with 
332,0001bs;  3,691,000ibs.  of  coffee  as  against  2,965,0001bs.; 
85,0001bs.  of  rice  against  64,0001bs  ;  323,000  proof  gal- 
lons of  spirits  compared  with  349,000  proof  gallons ; 
1,049,000  cwts.  of  unrefined  sugar  against  728.000  cwts. ; 
8,570,0001bs.  of  tea  against  5,0S6,4l51bs.  ;  2,630,0001bs. 
of  tobacco  compared  with  2,397,0001bs.  ;  and  587,000 
gallons  of  wine  contrasted  with  556,000  gallons  ;  thus 
showing  a  considerable  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
nearly  every  important  article  generally  used  for  pur- 
poses of  domestic  comfort.  As  regards  the  navigation 
returns,  they  show  that  in  the  foreign  trade  the  total 
amount  of  tonnage  entering  inwards  during  the  last 
month  was  765,000,  |as  compared  with  749,000  last 
year ;  clearing  outwards  the  quantity  was,  in  1855, 
863,000 ;  in  1S54,  765,000.  In  the  coasting  trade  the 
totals  of  tonnage  in  the  two  months  were — entering 
inwards  in  1854,  1,181,000;  and  in  1S55,  1,089,000; 
clearing  outwards  in  1854,  1,271,000;  and  in  1855, 
1,172,000  tons. 


The  Library  and  Reading  Room  of  the  London  Com- 
positors was  opened  in  Raquet-court,  Fleet-street,  on 
the  10th  inst.  The  library  contains  nearly  2000  volumes 
of  sterling  literary  merit,  and  many  of  the  most  valuable 
works  have  been  contributed  by  compositors  themselves. 
Amongst  the  donors  to  the  institution  are  the  Earl  of 
Harrowby,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  the  Right  Hon. 
Mr.  Gladstone,  Major-General  T.  Perronet  'lhompson, 
Messrs.  Chambers,  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge,  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  known  for 
their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  educational  progress.  On  the 
day  on  which  the  library  was  opened  a  munificent  do- 
nation of  valuable  works,  amounting  to  165  volumes, 
was  received  from  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert. 

A  large  and  influential;,  meeting  of  coal-owners,  and 
other  gentlemen  interested  in  the  Education  of  the 
Children  of  Miners  in  the  counties  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland,  has  been  held  at  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  to  take  into  consideration  a  scheme  of  education 
proposed  by  the  honourable  and  Reverend  J.  Grey 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  Earl  of  Durham ;  and 
the  list  of  other  gentlemen  present  included  Lord 
Ravensworth,  the  Honourable  H.  G.  Liddell,  M.P., 
Mr.  T.  E.  Headlam,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  Ingham,  M.P.,  the 
Mayor  of  Newcastle,  and  the  Mayor  of  Gateshead. 
The  plan  was  explained  by  the  Reverend  G.  R. 
Moncrieff,  Government  Inspector  of  Schools.  By  the 
last  report  of  Mr.  Norris  upon  the  schools  in  Stafford- 
shire, it  appeared  that  the  average  age  of  children  in 
the  first  class  of  schools  was  scarcely  more  than  ten 
years,  and  in  pit  schools  only  nine  ;  and  that  fact  was 
thoroughly  confirmed  by  experience  in  other  districts, 
especially  Yorkshire,  where  but  for  the  operation  of 
the  Factory  Act  the  average  age  of  children  at  school 
would  hardly  be  above  nine.  These  facts  showed  the 
necessity  of  further  exertion.  An  experiment,  how- 
ever, had  been  tried  in  Staffordshire,  which  showed 
that  more  may  be  done  ;  and  Mr.  Moncrieff  briefly  ex- 
plained this  plan.  In  this  first  instance,  a  prize  of  1/. 
was  proposed  to  be  given  to  every  boy  and  girl  under 
ten  years  of  age  (this  limit  being  only  fixed  for  the 
present),  who  should  bring  certificates  showing  that  he 
had  attended  school  for  two  years,  and  certificates  of 
good  character;  and  who  should  be  able  to  pass  satis- 
factorily an  examination,  which  would  be  of  a  very 
moderate  amount  of  difficulty  indeed,  only  including 
subjects  of  the  ordinary  elementary  character.  Along 
with  this  prize  would  be  given  a  card  or  ticket,  as  a 
kind  of  testimonial  to  the  pupil's  good  conduct  and 
perseverance.  At  the  end  of  the  next  year,  the  same 
child  might  come  up,  and  if  again  successful,  receive  a 
prize  of  21.  and  so  on.  And  they  might,  after  having 
left  school,  again  present  themselves  for  a  larger  prize, 
on  producing  evidence  that  they  had  attended  a  Sunday 
school,  and  some  other  school  during  the  week,  and 
thus  kept  up  their  education.  Mr.  Moncrieff  then 
showed,  by  reference  to  reports,  that  the  way  in  which 
money  had  been  expended  by  the  prize  scholars  in 
Staffordshire  had  been  most  satisfactory ;  while  the 
cards  were  carefully  preserved,  and  regarded  as  honour- 
able testimonials  to  merit.  Mr.  Moncrieff  was  careful 
to  explain  that  Government  in  no  way  interfered  in  the 
local  management  of  such  schools. 

The  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  opened  its  twenty-fifth  meeting  on  the  12th 
inst,  at  Glasgow.  About  mid-day,  a  business  meeting 
was  held,  in  the  Merchants'  Hall,  the  Earl  of  Harrowby 
in  the  chair;  when  the  minutes  of  the  Liverpool  meet- 
ing were  read  and  approved,  and  Colonel  Sabine  pre- 
sented the  annual  report  of  the  Council,  also  unani- 
mously adopted.  The  statement  of  the  accounts,  showed 
receipts  amounting  to  2365/.  Ws.  8c/.,  and  payments 
amounting  to  1548/.  9s.  If/.,  leaving  a  balance  of  817/. 
Is.  8d.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  public  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  the  inaugural  address  of  the  new 
President,  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  Among  the  listeners, 
were  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
the  Earls  of  Eglintoun,  Elgin,  and  Harrowby,  Lord 
Wrottesly,  and  Prince  Bonaparte.  The  address  was 
descriptive  of  the  great  advances  made  in  science  since 
the  British  Association  visited  Glasgow  fifteen  years  ago. 
The  annual  dinner  took  place  on  the  18th  and  the  pro- 
ceedings terminated  on  the  following  day.     The  papers 
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read  at  the  different  sections  are  described  as  generally 
■valuable  and  of  a  practical  character.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  General  Committee  it  was  determined  that  Chelten- 
ham should  be  the  place  of  meeting  next  year.  Dr. 
Daubeny  was  elected  Presidents,  and  the  Earl  of  Ducie, 
and  the  "Bishop  of  Gloucester,  Vice-presidents. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert,  with  the  Prince  of 
"Wales,  Prince  Alfred,  the  Princess  Royal,  and  the 
Princesses  Alice,  Helena,  and  Louisa,  left  Osborne  on 
the  5th  inst.,  for  Buckingham  Palace,  and  next  day 
proceeded  to  Scotland. 

The  Queen  received  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Sebastopol 
by  an  electric  message,  which  reached  Balmoral  on 
Monday  the  10th,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night.  Her  Majesty 
instantly  commanded  the  news  to  be  spread  abroad  ; 
and  Prince  Albert,  with  Esrl  Grairville  and  the  young 
princes,  went  up  to  Craig  Cowbain,  where  an  immense 
bonfire  was  lighted  and  illuminated  the  country  round. 
A  number  of  Highlanders  speedily  arrived,  and,  whiskey 
having  been  brought,  the  health  of  the  Queen  and 
Prince,  and  of  the  brave  soldiers  in  the  Crimea,  were 
drunk  with  acclamations.  The  Queen  and  the  Duchess 
of  Kent,  with  the  ladies  of  the  suite,  viewed  the  distant 
scene  from  the  windows  of  the  castle.  The  Queen  sent 
fifty  guineas  to  the  station-master  at  Banchory,  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  activity  in  expressing  the 
intelligence. 

Prince  AVilliam  Frederick  of  Prussia  has  arrived  at 
Balmoral  on  a  visit  to  the  Queen.  He  has  taken  part  in 
the  deer-stalking  expeditions  of  Prince  Albert,  ami  her 
Majesty's  pleasure  excursions  in  the  country. 

The  government  has  agreed  to  grant  a  pension  to  the 
mother  of  Dr.  James  Thomson,  of  the  41th,  who  distin- 
guished himself  so  signally  in  waiting  upon  the  Russian 
wounded  after  the  battle  of  the  Alma. 

Lord  Palmerston  has  given  a  reply  to  the  memorial- 
ists who  prayed  that  an  unconditional  pardon  might  be 
granted  to  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien.  The  Government  decline 
to  recommend  the  Queen  to  grant  the  required  pardon, 
but  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  they  enter- 
tain no  personal  or  political  resentment  towards  Mr. 
O'Brien. 

During  the  stay  of  the  Queen  at  Paris,  her  Majesty 
paid  marked  attention  to  General  Canrobert.  She  ob- 
served his  absence  from  the  cortege  on  the  Saturday  of 
her  arrival,  and  from  the  Palace  of  St.  Cloud  in  the 
evening.  On  the  Sunday  the  General  received  a  special 
invitation  to  dine  at  St.  Cloud,  by  order  of  the  Emperor. 
The  Queen  made  him  sit  on  her  left  hand,  and  conversed 
much  with  him  during  dinner.  On  the  Monday,  General 
Canrobert  was  invited  to  the  apartment  of  Prince  Albert : 
while  he  was  in  conversation  with  the  Prince,  the  Queen 
entered  unannounced,  detained  the  General,  made  him 
be  seated,  and  told  him  her  intention,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Emperor,  to  present  him  with  the  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

The  Queen,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Sir  William 
Molesworth,  has  appointed  Mr.  Hincks,  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Canadian  Legislature,  to  the  Governorship 
of  Barbadoes. 

The  Royal  Humane  Society  have  awarded  a  medal  to 
Master  Andrews,  of  the  Market-hill,  Cambridge,  for 
saving  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature  from  drowning  in  the 
river  at  Sheep's  Green,  a  few  weeks  ago.  Andrews,  in 
the  most  gallant  manner,  plunged  in,  dived  down,  and 
brought  the  man  up  when  he  had  sunk  for  the  last  time, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  an  Irishman,  a  Mr.  Doyle, 
succeeded  in  restoring  him  to  animation.  The  deed  is 
the  more  praiseworthy,  as  Andrews  is  little  more  than 
a  boy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bracebridge,  on  their  return  home  from 
the  East,  have  received  a  public  welcome,  in  which 
Earl  Howe,  Sir  George  Chetwynd,  Mr.  Dugdale,  Mr. 
Adderley,  Sir  John  Chetwode,  took  a  leading  part.  A 
procession  was  formed  from  the  railway  station  to  Ather- 
stone,  and  the  route  through  which  they  passed  was 
adorned  with  arches  of  evergreens,  and  flags  upon  the 
houses,  with  mottoes,  many  of  them  from  the  Holy 


Scriptures.  When  the  procession  arrived  at  the  Park, 
Mr.  Dugdale  presented  an  address  of  congratulation, 
which  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Bracebridge.  He 
stated  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Sutherland,  that  through 
the  exertion  and  influence  of  Miss  Nightingale,  the  hos- 
pitals had  become  a  paradise  compared  with  what  they 
had  been  ;  and  he  confirmed  the  statement  from  his 
own  observation. 

The  late  Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence  has  bequeathed 
the  sum  of  130,000  dollars  for  educational  and  benevolent 
purposes. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland  has  been  expending 
the  enormous  sum  of  50,000/.  a-year  in  rebuilding 
cottages,  farm-houses,  and  buildings,  and  in  draining 
lands,  on  his  vast  estates  in  Northumberland. 

The  late  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor  has  had  a  public 
funeral,  which  took  place  on  the  10th  inst.  A  consider- 
able number  of  persons  assembled  in  Finsbury-square 
and  Smithfield  ;  proceeding  thence,  they  joined  a  third 
body  in  Russell-square  ;  and  the  whole  mass  marched 
to  Notting-hill,  whence  they  escorted  the  hearse  to 
Kensal-green  Cemetery.  The  roads  were  lined  with 
people,  and  several  thousands  were  in  the  cemetery 
to  witness  the  final  proceedings.  After  the  ordinary 
service,  Mr.  Jones,  formerly  of  Liverpool,  de- 
livered an  oration  on  the  virtues  of  the  deceased. 
A  hymn  was  sung,  after  which  the  people  quietly 
dispersed. 

Dr.  Earth,  the  celebrated  African  explorer,  whose  fate 
has  caused  so  much  anxiety,  arrived  on  the  Sth  inst.  at 
Marseilles  from  Tripoli. 

Dr.  Easton  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  who  were  captured  at 
Hango,  in  the  Cossack's  boat,  were  exchanged  at  Odessa 
on  the  ISth  inst. 

The  money  subscribed  towards  the  defence  of  Lieut. 
Perry,  late  of  the  46th  regiment,  has  been  paid  over 
towards  his  account  in  Australia,  through  Messrs. 
McGregor,  the  army  agents.  Mr.  Perry  did  not  succeed 
in  his  application  to  obtain  for  his  son  a  commission  in 
the  Turkish  Legion,  and  Lieut.  Perry  is  therefore  deter- 
mined to  proceed  to  Australia.  The  total  sum  collected 
was  2,032/.  Ss.  9d.  Expenses  on  account  of  court-mar- 
tial, advertising,  &c,  &c,  472/.  19s.  Cash  and  interest 
previously  paid  to  Lieut.  Perry,  149/.  6s.  Balance, 
2,010/.  3s.  3d. 
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Major-General  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  Torrens,  K.C  B., 
her  Majesty's  Military  Commissioner  in  France,  died  in  Paris 
on  the  24th  vilt.,  in  his  47th  year,  after  a  short  illness.  Ho 
had  not  recovered  from  the  wound  received  at  Iukermau. 

Major-General  Sir  Robert  Nickle,  Commander  of  the 
Forces  at  Melbourne,  died  at  the  seat  of  government  in  that 
colony  in  May  last. 

Mr.  Fergus  O'Connor  died  on  the  30th  ult.  of  paralysis. 
For  the  last  two  years  he  had  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Tuke, 
at  Chiswiek.  but  about  a  week  before  his  death  he  was  re- 
moved by  his  sister,  Miss  O'Connor. 

General  Sir  George  Thomas  Napier,  an  officer  of  distin- 
guished service  in  the  last  war,  and  Governor  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  iu  lS;i7,  died  suddenly  at  Geneva,  on  the  Sth  inst., 
in  his  72nd  year. 

M.  Bineau,  Senator,  and  lately  French  Minister  of  Finance, 
died  at  Paris  on  the  Sth  inst.,  from  the  complaint  under  which 
he  has  been  suffering  for  some  months. 

Alderman  Kelly  died  on  the  7th  inst. ,  at  Margate,  whither 
he  had  gone  for  a  few  days.  He  was  in  his  S4th  year,  and  has 
represented  the  Ward  of  Farringdou  Within  as  alderman  for 
twenty-five  years. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  XJnett,  who  was  returned 
as  severely  wounded  in  the  late  assault  upon  Sebastopol,  has 
since  died  of  his  wounds.  The  deceased  officer  was  in  the 
battle  of  the  Alma,  and  with  his  regiment  in  the  trenches 
before  Sebastopol  all  through  the  trying  period  of  last 
winter. 

Miss  Augusta  Fitzclarence,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  Frederick  Fitzclarence,  who  had  for  some  time  past  been 
in  a  declining  state  of  health,  died  on  the  Stli  inst.,  at  the 
Countess  Dowager  of  Glasgow's  residence  in  the  island  of 
Cumbrac,  N.B. 

Vice-Admiral  Repington  died  on  the  2Cnd  inst.,  at 
Amington-hall,  Warwickshire.  The  gallant  admiral  had  been 
upwards  of  half  a  century  in  the  navy,  having  obtained  liis 
lieutenancy  in  February,  1S04. 
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COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


Advices  from  the  East  Indies  state  that  an  insurrec- 
tion has  taken  place  among  the  Santals,  a  people 
occupying  the  valleys  of  the  Rajmahal  Hills,  in  Bengal, 
to  the  north  of  Calcutta.  Several  thousand  moun- 
taineers had  risen  ;  their  avowed  object  being  to  murder 
every  European  and  native  of  influence,  in  which  they 
succeeded  to  some  extent,  two  ladies  (Mrs.  Thomas  and 
Miss  Pell)  being  victims  of  their  sanguinary  hate.  The 
cause  of  this  savage  determination  is  involved  in 
obscurity,  but  various  rumours  are  assigned,  viz.,  a 
quarrel  between  the  mountaineers  and  the  railway 
people — a  dispute  about  revenue — insult  offered  to  the 
women  of  the  tribe — and,  lastly,  to  religious  fanaticism. 
When  the  above  account  came  away  the  rebels  were 
spreading  devastation,  pillage,  and  murder,  wherever 
they  went,  the  people  fleeing  the  country  far  and  near. 
Troops  and  artillery  had  been  despatched  to  quell  the 
riot,  and  to  arrest  the  ringleaders ;  but  it  was  not 
expected  that  those  objects  would  be  accomplished  with- 
out much  bloodshed.  "The  insurrection,"  says  the 
Overland  Bombay  Times  of  13th  August,  "  is  still  in 
progress,  but  we  know  as  little  now  as  we  did  a  fort- 
night since  of  the  causes  which  led  to  it,  or  the  catas- 
trophe to  which  it  may  yet  lead.  The  insurgents  in 
the  field  are  said  to  amount  to  30,000 — bands  of  them  of 
from  500  to  2000  strong  are  overrunning  the  country  to 
the  south-eastward,  spreading  terror  and  desolation 
before  and  around  them.  Two  hundred  villages  are 
already  said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  them,  and 
several  great  towns  have  been  brought  into  danger. 
Wherever  they  have  come  in  contact  with  the  regular 
troops  they  have,  of  course,  been  dispersed  with  much 
slaughter,  and  they  are  not  anywhere  in  a  position  to 
offer  effective  resistance  to  the  most  moderate-sized  de- 
tachments. So  soon  as  we  have  a  sufficient  force  in  the 
field  they  will  be  hunted  down  or  driven  back  to  their 
fastnesses,  but  the  mischief  they  are  at  present  occasion- 
ing is  as  lamentable  as  their  appearance  in  the  field  was 
unexpected."  In  all  other  respects  our  Indian  Empire 
is  perfectly  tranquil. 


The  intelligence  received  from  the  West  Indies  con- 
tinues unsatisfactory  as  regards  commercial  matters. 
Trade  throughout  the  islands  was  more  or  less  depressed, 
and  operations  in  all  cases  were  of  limited  extent.  The 
general  report  with  respect  to  the  sugar  crop  is  not  un- 
favourable, but  the  supply  of  labour  was  very  inadequate 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  planters,  and  will 
doubtless  be  found  to  exercise  a  marked  influence  upon 
the  quantity  of  sugar  manufactured,  as  under  the  present 
imperfect  system  there  is  necessarily  a  great  waste,  both 
of  labour  and  material.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt 
that  a  larger  proportion  of  ,the  crop  will  be  converted 
into  rum  than  should  be  the  case,  simply  because  a 
sufficient  number  of  hands  cannot  be  obtained  to  save 
the  crop  in  good  time.  A  considerable  number  of  vessels 
had  received  serious  injury,  and  several  had  been  lost,  in 
consequence  of  the  occurrence  of  a  hurricane  of  great 
severity  which  had  visited  the  more  northerly  islands. 
"Upon  the  whole  the  sanitary  report  is  favourable, 
although  in  some  islands  fever  prevailed. 


by  a  few  of  the  military,  headed  by  Licuts.  Davis  and 
Armstrong,  to  arrest  a  lawless  character,  named  Fodey 
Ansuman.  No  sooner  was  the  warrant  served  on 
Ansuman  than  his  supporters  fired  on  the  arresting 
parties,  wounding  Lieut.  Armstrong,  and  taking  two  of 
the  soldiers  prisoners,  which  caused  the  military  to 
retreat.  Ansuman's  followers,  assisted  by  other  tribes, 
afterwards  burned  three  Ensjlish  villages.  The  governor, 
Lieut.-Colonel  O'Connor,  immediately  collected  a  small 
force,  and  proceeded  to  the  seat  of  disturbance,  which 
he  hoped  soon  to  suppress.  The  natives,  however, 
waylaid  them  on  their  march,  and  gave  them  battle. 
After  two  hours'  fighting  the  British  troops  were  re- 
pulsed with  a  loss  of  thirty  killed  and  three  wounded  : 
among  the  latter  was  Colonel  O'Connor  himself,  who 
received  two  wounds.  The  insurgents,  emboldened  by 
their  success,  took  possession  of  the  road  between 
Bathurst  and  Cape  St.  Mary's,  threatening  to  invade 
Bathurst.  Happily  the  natives  of  the  neighbouring 
towns  remained  faithful,  and  after  obtaining  assistance 
from  the  French  settlement  of  Goree,  Governor 
O'Connor  sent  out  a  second  expedition  to  Sabbagee, 
which,  after  a  desperate  resistance,  was  carried  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  town  itself  destroyed. 
The  French  troops  led  the  advance,  and  lost  a  non-com- 
missioned officer,  one  rank  and  file  killed,  and  five 
wounded.  The  British  lost  none  killed,  but  thirty-five 
wounded.     The  natives  lost  about  200. 


A  serious  insurrection  has  taken  place  in  the  Gambia 
Settlement  in  Western  Africa.  It  broke  out  at  Sab- 
bagee, a  town  on  the  river  Gambia.  The  occasion  of 
the  outbreak  was  an  attempt  by  the  police  force,  assisted 


We  have  intelligence  from  Melbourne  to  the  18th  of 
June.  Affairs  were  at  a  kind  of  crisis.  The  govern- 
ment had  proposed  a  method  of  raising  additional  taxes, 
to  make  up  a  deficiency  of  600,000/.  The  plan  involved 
10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  customs-duties,  various  stamp- 
duties,  and  an  increased  assessment  on  cattle  and  sheep. 
A  resolution  declaring  this  plan  "  inexpedient  and  im- 
politic "  was  carried  against  the  government  (which  is 
strong  in  nominees)  by  a  majority  of  21  to  20.  Sir 
Charles  Hotham  had  met  this  resolution  by  arresting 
the  public  outlay  in  a  manner  to  occasion  inconvenience. 
Two  motions  were  on  the  notice-paper  of  the  Assembly, 
— one  expressing  great  impatience  at  the  delayed  arrival 
of  the  Constitution  Act,  and  the  want  of  information  on 
the  subject ;  the  other  affirming,  that  if  the  arrival  of 
the  Constitution  Act  were  much  longer  delayed,  the 
governor  himself,  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  should 
establish  "  a  system  in  consonance  with  the  views  and 
notions  of  a  free  people." 

The  state  of  the  colonial  trade  showed  a  decided  im- 
provement. The  exports  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  were  3,562,933/.,  against  3,577,926/.  in  1854 ;  the 
imports,  3,248,261/.,  against  6,157,422/. 

The  last  advices  from  Adelaide,  South  Australia,  give 
some  particulars  of  the  progress  of  the  efforts  to  develop 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Murray.  The  waters  had 
risen  sufficiently  for  practical  purposes,  and  the  Murray 
River  Navigation  Company  were  about  to  raise  sub- 
scriptions for  a  general  extension  of  operations.  At 
present  their  fleet  consisted  of  thirteen  vessels,  com- 
prising four  steamers  of  between  40  and  50  horse-power, 
eight  barges  of  from  120  to  150  tons  burden,  and  a 
schooner  of  100  tons.  A  railway  was  also  contemplated 
to  connect  the  Murray  with  the  city  and  port  of 
Adelaide,  about  forty  miles  in  length,  two-thirds  of 
which  will  be  upon  a  dead  level. 


NAREATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  brilliant  victory  before  Sebastopol  on  the  16th  of 
August  (briefly  mentioned  at  the  close  of  last  month's 
narrative  of  the  siege),  when  the  Russian  attack  on  the 
lines  of  the  Tchernaya  was  repelled  by  the  French  and 
Sardinians,  has  been  followed  by  the  Fall  of  Sebastopol 
itself. 

We  resume  the  narrative,  commencing  with  the 
Battle  of  the    Tchernaya,  of  which  a  full  account  is 


given  by  Gen.  Pelissier  in  the  following  despatch,  dated 
the  18th  of  August. 

"  Monsieur  le  Marechal—  You  will  have  learnt  by 
my  telegraphic  despatches  of  yesterday  and  of  the  day 
before,  the  general  results  of  the  Battle  of  the  Tcher- 
naya;  to-day  I  send  your  Excellency  a  detailed  report 
of  that  battle  so  glorious  for  our  arms.  For  some  days, 
although  the  enemy  abstained  from  any  apparent  move- 
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ment,  certain  indications  made  us  suppose  he  would 
attack  our  lines  on  the  Tchernaya.  You  know  those 
positions,  which  are  excellent,  and  which  are  covered 
in  their  full  extent  by  the  Tchernaya  itself,  and  by  a 
canal  which  forms  a  second  obstacle.  The  Sardinian 
army  occupies  the  whole  of  the  right  opposite  Tchor- 
goun  ;  the  French  troops  guard  the  centre  and  the  left, 
which  joins,  after  a  declivity,  our  plateaux  of  Inker- 
mann.  Independently  of  a  few  fords,  which  are  bad 
enough,  there  are  two  bridges  across  the  Tchernaya 
and  the  canal.  One,  a  little  above  Tchorgoun,  is  under 
the  guns  of  the  Piedmontese  ;  the  other,  called  Tratkir 
bridge,  is  below  and  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  French 
positions.  Looking  straight  before  one  towards  the  | 
other  bank  of  the  Tchernaya,  you  behold  to  the  right  j 
the  heights  of  Tchouliou,  which,  after  extending  them-  j 
selves  in  undulating  plateaux,  fall  somewhat  abruptly 
towards  the  Tchernaya,  below  Tchorgoun,  opposite  the 
Piedmontese.  These  heights  diminish  opposite  our 
centre,  and  starting  from  that  point  to  the  rocky  sides 
of  the  Mackenzie  plateau  there  is  a  plain  about  three 
or  four  kilometres  in  width.  It  is  by  that  plain  that  the 
Mackenzie  road  leads  across  the  Tchernaya  at  Traktir 
bridge,  and  after  passing  through  our  pontoons  leads 
into  the  flal aklava  plain.  A  strict  watch  was  kept  all 
along  our  line.  The  Turks,  who  occupy  the  hilly 
ground  of  Balaklava,  were  on  the  alert,  and  watched 
Alsou  ;  and  General  d'Allonville,  also  put  on  his  guard, 
doubled  his  vigilance  in  the  high  valley  of  Baidar. 
My  mind  was  quite  at  rest,  moreover,  as  regards  the 
whole  extreme  right ;  it  is  one  of  those  mountainous 
regions  where  it  is  impossible  to  manoeuvre  large  bodies 
of  men  ;  the  enemy  could  only  make  false  demonstra- 
tions there.  In  fact,  that  is  what  occurred.  In  the 
night  between  the  15th  and  16th  of  August,  General 
d'Allonville  notified  that  he  had  troops  opposite  him, 
but  his  attitude  imposed  upon  the  enemy,  who  at- 
tempted nothing  on  that  side,  and  dared  not  attack 
him.  During  this  time  the  main  body  of  the  Russian 
troops,  which  had  descended  from  the  Mackenzie 
heights,  of  debouching  near  Ai-Todor,  advanced, 
favoured  by  night,  on  the  Tchernaya ;  to  the  right  the 
7th,  5th,  and  12th  divisions  crossed  the  plain,  and  to 
the  left  the  17th  division,  a  portion  of  the  6th,  and  the 
4th  followed  the  plateau  of  Tchouliou.  A  strong  body 
of  cavalry,  and  160  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  all  that 
infantry.  A  little  before  daybreak  the  advanced  posts 
of  the  Sardinian  army,  placed  as  videttes  as  far  as  the 
heights  of  Tchouliou,  fell  back  and  announced  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  in  considerable  force  ;  shortly 
afterwards,  in  fact,  the  Russians  lined  the  heights  of 
the  right  bank  of  the  Tchernaya  with  heavy  guns 
(pieces  de  position),  and  opened  fire  on  us.  General 
Herbillon,  who  commanded  the  French  troops  on  this 
point,  had  made  his  arrangements  for  battle ;  to  the 
right  of  the  Traktir-road,  Faucheux's  division,  with 
the  3rd  battery  of  the  12th  artillery ;  in  the  centre  his 
own  division,  with  the  6th  company  of  the  13th  ;  to  the 
left,  Camou's  division,  with  the  4th  battery  of  the  13th. 
On  his  tide  General  della  Marmora  had  ranged  his 
troops  in  order  of  battle.  At  the  same  time  General 
Morris's  fine  division  of  Chasseurs  d'Afrique,  speedily 
joined  by  General  Scarlett's  numerous  and  valiant  ca- 
valry, took  up  a  position  behind  the  hills  of  Kamara 
and  Traktir.  This  cavalry  was  to  take  the  enemy  in 
flank  in  case  he  should  succeed  in  forcing  a  passage  by 
one  of  the  three  outlets  of  Tchorgoun  or  Tratkir, 
or  at  the  incline  to  the  left  of  General  Camou. 
Colonel  Forgeot,  in  command  of  the  artillery  of  the 
Tchernaya  lines,  kept  ready,  to  act  as  a  reserve, 
six  batteries  of  horse  artillery,  two  of  which  belonged 
to  the  Imperial  Guard.  Six  Turkish  battalions  of 
Osman  Pasha's  arm}',  led  by  Sefer  Pasha,  came  to  lend 
us  there  assistance.  Finally  I  ordered  forward  Levail- 
lant's  division  of  the  1st  Corps  ;  Dulac's  division  of  the 
2nd  Corps;  and  the  Imperial  Guard;  composing  reserves 
capable  of  remedying  the  most  serious  contretemps. 
The  thick  mist  which  covered  the  depths  of  the  Tcher- 
naya, and  the  smoke  of  the  cannonade  which  had  just 
commenced,  prevented  us  distinguishing  against  which 
particular  point  the  chief  effort  of  the  enemy  would  be 
directed,  when  on  our  extreme  left  the  7th  Russian 
division  came  tilt  against  Camou's  division.     Received 


by  the  50th  of  the  Line,  the  3rd  Zouaves,  who  charged 
them  with  the  bayonet,  and  by  the  82nd,  which  took 
them  in  flank,  the  enemy's  columns  were  compelled  to 
make  a  demi-volte,  to  recross  the  canal,  and  could  only 
escape  the  fire  of  our  artillery  by  getting  out  of  range 
to  rally.  That  division  did  not  appear  again  during  the 
day.  In  the  centre  the  struggle  was  more  long  and 
desperate.  The  enemy  had  sent  two  divisions  (the  12th 
supported  by  the  5th)  against  Traktir  bridge.  Many  of 
their  columns  threw  themselves  at  once  upon  the  bridge, 
and  the  temporary  passages  they  constructed  with  ladders, 
pontoons,  and  madriers  ;  they  cross  the  Tchernaya,  the 
trench  of  the  lines,  and  advance  bravely  on  our  positions  ; 
but  assailed  by  an  offensive  movement  by  Generals 
Faucheux  and  De  Failly,  these  columns  are  routed, 
recross  the  bridge  occupied  by  the  95th,  and  are  pursued 
beyond  it  by  the  2nd  Zouaves,  the  97th  of  the  Line,  and 
by  a  portion  of  the  19th  battalion  of  Chasseurs-i-pied. 
However,  while  the  artillery  was  roaring  on  both  sides 
the  Russians  reformed  their  columns  of  attack ;  the 
mist  had  cleared,  and  their  movements  became  distinctly 
visible.  Their  5th  division  reinforced  the  12th,  which 
had  just  been  engaged,  and  the  17th  was  preparing  to 
descend  the  heights  of  Tchouliou  to  support  these  two 
first  divisions.  General  Herbillon  then  ordered  General 
Faucheux  to  be  reinforced  by  Cler's  brigade,  and  gave 
the  73rd  as  a  reserve  to  General  de  Failly.  Colonel 
Forgeot,  moreover,  placed  four  batteries  of  horse  artil- 
lery in  position,  which  gave  him  on  his  front  a  total  of 
seven  batteries  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  assailing 
masses.  The  result  was,  that  the  second  effort  of  the 
Russians,  energetic  as  it  was,  proved  of  no  avail  against 
us,  and  they  were  compelled  to  retreat  with  great  loss. 
The  17th  Russian  division,  which  had  come  down,  throw- 
ing out  large  bodies  of  riflemen  as  skirmishers,  had  no 
better  success.  Received  with  great  resolution  by 
General  Cler's  brigade,  and  by  a  half  battery  of  the 
Imperial  Guard,  harassed  on  the  left  by  the  troops  of 
Trotti's  division,  who  pressed  it  closely,  that  division 
was  compelled  to  recross  the  Tchernaya,  and  to  fall 
back  behind  the  batteries  of  position  which  lined  the 
heights  from  which  it  had  started.  From  this  moment, 
nine  a.m.,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  became  plainly 
visible.  Their  long  columns  withdrew  as  fast  as  they 
could,  under  the  protection  of  a  considerable  body  of 
cavalry  and  artillery.  For  a  moment  I  felt  inclined  to 
order  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  to  charge  to  cut  down 
the  remnant  of  the  17th  division  between  the  Tchouliou 
and  the  Traktir  bridges.  With  this  object  in  view  I  had 
prepared  some  squadrons  of  Chasseurs  d'Afrique,  who 
were  joined  by  some  Sardinian  squadrons  and  by  one  of 
General  Scarlett's  regiments,  the  12th  Lancers  (from 
India).  But  the  retreat  of  the  Russians  was  so  prompt 
that  we  could  only  have  made  a  small  number  of 
piisoners,  and  this  fine  cavalry  might  have  been  reached 
by  some  of  the  enemy's  batteries  still  in  position.  I 
deemed  it  preferable  not  to  expose  it  for  so  small  a 
result.  General  Delia  Marmora  did  not,  moreover, 
stand  in  need  of  this  support  boldly  to  retake  the 
advanced  positions  which  his  small  posts  occupied  on 
the  heights  of  Tchouliou.  At  three  o'clock  the  whole 
of  the  enemy's  army  had  disappeared.  The  division  of 
the  Guard  and  Dulac's  division  relieved  the  divisions 
engaged,  as  they  stood  in  need  of  some  rest.  I  sent 
back  the  1st  corps  of  Levaillant's  division,  and  the 
cavalry  returned  to  its  usual  bivouac.  This  splendid 
action  does  the  greatest  honour  to  the  infantry,  to  the  horse 
artillery  of  the  Garde,  to  that  of  the  reserve,  and  to  the 
artillery  of  divisions.  I  will,  shortly,  ask  your  Excellency 
to  place  before  the  Emperor  the  names  of  those  who  have 
deserved  rewards,  and  to  submit  to  the  approbation  of  his 
Majesty  those  which  I  may  have  awarded  in  his  name. 
Our  losses  are,  doubtless,  to  be  regretted,  but  they  are 
not  in  proportion  to  the  results  obtained,  and  to  those 
we  have  inflicted  upon  the  enemy.  We  have  eight 
superior  officers  wounded,  nine  subaltern  officers  killed, 
and  fifty-three  wounded,  172  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  killed,  146  missing,  and  1,163  wounded. 
The  Russians  have  left  400  prisoners  in  our  hands.  The 
number  of  their  killed  mav  be  estimated  at  more  than 
3,000,  and  of  their  wounded'at  more  than  5.000,  of  which 
number  1,626  men  and  38  officers  have  been  taken 
to  our  ambulances.     Among  the  slain  found  by  us  are 
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the  bodies  of  two  generals,  whose  names  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain.  The  Sardinian  army,  which  fought  so 
valiantly  at  our  side,  has  about  250  men  hoys  de  combat. 
It  inflicted  a  much  greater  loss  upon  the  enemy.  One 
hundred  prisoners  and  about  150  wounded  remained  in 
its  hands.  I  am  sorry  to  announce  to  your  Excellency 
that  General  Delia  Marmora  has  informed  me  that 
General  Count  de  Montevecchio,  whose  character  and 
talents  he  greatly  appreciated,  was  killed  gloriously  at 
the  head  of  his  brigade.  I  must  point  out  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  rapidity  with  which  General  Scarlett's  cavalry, 
placed  at  my  disposal  by  General  Simpson,  came  up. 
The  martial  appearance  of  those  magnificent  squadrons 
betrayed  an  impatience  which  the  happy  and  prompt 
result  of  the  battle  did  not  allow  me  to  gratify.  The 
English  and  Sardinian  position  batteries  and  the  Turkish 
battery  which  Osman  Pasha  had  sent  to  Alsou,  fired  with 
great  precision  and  success.  I  thanked  Osman  Pasha 
for  the  promptitude  with  which  he  sent  me  six  Turkish 
battalions  under  Sefer  Pasha  (General  Koscielzki),  four 
of  which  during  the  day  occupied  the  passages  near 
Tchorgoun.  Nothing  remarkable  took  place  during  the 
day  on  the  Sebastopol  side.  Generals  De  Salles  and 
Bosquet  were,  however,  prepared  to  drive  back  with 
energy  any  attack  of  the  besieged.  I  send  your  Excel- 
lency with  this  report  the  copy  of  the  plan  for  the  battle 
of  the  16th,  found  upon  the  body  of  a  llussian  general, 
supposed  to  be  General  Read,  who  commanded  the 
enemy's  right,  and  was  especially  intrusted  with  the 
attack  on  Traktir  bridge.  I  am,  &c,  Pelissier,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief." 

A  despatch  from  General  Simpson  of  the  18th  ult. 
gives,  in  a  briefer  and  less  detailed  form  than  that  of 
General  Pelissier,  an  account  of  the  battle  on  the 
Tchernaya.  After  describing  the  repeated  attempts  of 
the  Russians  to  force  the  French  and  Sardinian  position, 
and  the  orders  for  the  battle  found  on  the  dead  body  of 
the  Russian  General  Read,  he  says : 

"  From  these  it  would  appear  that  it  was  a  most 
determined  attempt  to  force  us  to  raise  the  siege.  Had 
they  succeeded,  Balaklava  was  to  have  been  attacked  by 
one  portion  of  their  army,  while  the  heights  on  which 
we  now  are  were  to  have  been  stormed  with  the  other ; 
at  the  same  time  a  vigorous  sortie  was  to  have  been 
made  from  the  town  on  the  French  works,  on  our  ex- 
treme left,  from  the  Quarantine,  and  another  on  the 
works  on  our  extreme  right  on  Mount  Sapoune.  The 
action  is  most  glorious  to  the  arms  of  the  French  and 
Sardinian  troops.  To  meet  the  force  of  the  Russians 
the  former  had  but  12,000  infantry,  and  four  batteries 
of  artillery,  engaged;  the  latter  had  10,000  men  in  posi- 
tion, 4,500  actually  engaged,  and  twenty-four  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  Russian  force  consisted  of  from  50,000  to 
60,000  men,  with  160  pieces  of  artillery,  and  cavalry  to 
the  amount  of  6,000.  This  disparity  of  numbers  will 
readily  explain  the  difficulty  that  would  have  been 
experienced  had  an  attempt  been  made  to  follow  up  the 
advantage  by  a  pursuit.  The  Russian  retreat,  more- 
over, was  protected  by  the  fire  from  the  heavy  guns  in 
position  on  the  Mackenzie  heights.  The  loss  sustained 
by  the  Russians  is  estimated  at  between  5,000  and  6,000 
men,  including  600  prisoners,  while  on  the  part  of  the 
allies  it  does  not  amount  to  more  than  1,000  men.  This 
brilliant  affair  has  caused  the  greatest  delight  among 
the  ranks  of  the  allied  army ;  and  while  it  adds  fresh 
lustre  to  the  gallant  achievements  of  the  French  arms,  it 
is  with  the  utmost  pleasure  that  I  have  to  record  the 
intrepid  conduct  and  gallant  bearing  of  the  Sardinian 
troops,  under  General  Delia  Marmora,  who  have  for  the 
first  time  met,  conquered,  and  shed  their  blood  against 
our  common  enemy  who  is  now  disturbing  the  peace  of 
Europe." 

The  following  is  Prince  Gortchakoff's  plan  of  the 
battle,  referred  to  in  General  Simpson's  despatch,  as 
having  been  found  on  the  dead  body  of  General  Read  : — 

"  Orders  for  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  commanded 
by  General  Read  : — 1.  Composition  of  the  Troops  :  The 
7th  division  of  infantry,  12  battalions.  8th  brigade  of 
artillery :  battery  of  position,  No.  3,  12  guns ;  light 
battery,  No.  3,6  guns  ;  light  battery,  No.  4,8  guns; 
light  battery,  No.  5,  8  guns.  3  Regiments  of  the  12th 
division  of  infantry,  i2  battalions.  14th  brigade  of 
artillery  :    battery   of  position,  No.   3,   12   guns  ;  light 


battery,  No.  3,  6  guns  ;  light  battery,  No.  4,  6  guns. 
2nd  battalion  of  sharp-shooters,  1  battalion.  1st  com- 
pany of  the  2nd  battalion  of  sappers,  |  battalion.  1 
regiment  of  lancers,  8  squadrons.  Battery  of  horse 
artillery,  No.  26,  4  guns.  1  Regiment  of  Don  Cossacks, 
No.  27,  6  sotnias.  Total  of  General  Read's  Corps,  25J- 
battalions,  8  squadrons,  6  sotnias,  and  62  pieces. — 2.  On 
the  15th  of  August,  at  nightfall,  General  Read  will 
descend  with  all  his  troops  from  Mackenzie  heights  in 
the  track  of  Lieutenat-General  Liprandi,  and  will  form 
his  two  divisions  into  a  column  upon  the  height  occu- 
pied by  the  new  redoubt,  near  the  great  road,  having  on 
his  left  the  second  division  commanded  by  General 
Liprandi. — 3.  He  will  leave  all  his  baggage  in  the  camp, 
and  will  have  at  hand  a  sufficient  number  of  waggons  in 
which  the  foot  soldiers  may  deposit  their  knapsacks.  In 
these  waggons  he  will  have  placed  culinary  utensils  and 
brandy.  The  men  must  on  no  account  have  with  them 
less  than  four  days'  provisions,  a  pound  of  meat,  cans  of 
water,  and  camp  kettles.  Each  regiment  will  have  a  chest 
of  necessary  stores,  and  two  ambulance  carriages.  The  re- 
maining ambulance  vehicles  will  be  under  the  orders  of 
General  Zouroff,  to  whom  is  committed  the  service  of  re- 
moving the  wounded.  The  cavalry  and  artillery  will  take 
with  them  whatever  forage  they  need.  The  best  place  for 
depositing  this  will  have  to  be  afterwards  determined. — 
4.  The  head-quarters  of  the  15th  will  be  on  Mackenzie's 
heights.  General  Read,  having  first  concentrated  his 
troops  on  these  heights,  will  send  an  officer  to  the 
general-in-chief  to  announce  his  arrival.  On  the  16th, 
during  the  attack,  the  general-in-chief  will  be  on  the 
slope  of  Mackenzie  heights,  near  the  new  redoubt. — 5. 
At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  while  the 
17th  division  forms  on  the  Telegraph  height,  General 
Read  will  advance,  form  the  7th  and  12th  divisions  of 
infantry  in  order  of  battle  out  of  range  of  the  enemy, 
and  place  the  regiment  of  Lancers  in  the  rear  as  a 
reserve,  with  his  Cossacks.  He  will  combine  his  move- 
ment with  that  of  General  Liprandi,  in  advance  towards 
the  Tchernaya,  so  as  to  be  able  to  cannonade  the  enemy 
on  the  heights  of  Fediouchine,  prepare  to  cross  the 
river,  and  finally  take  possession  of  the  heights  of 
Fediouchine,  upon  the  receipt  of  orders  to  that  effect. 
For  this  purpose  he  should  have  near  his  7th  and  12th 
divisions  of  infantry,  detachments  of  sappers  and  regi- 
mental detachments,  well  exercised  beforehand  in  the 
use  and  management  of  flying  bridges,  to  throw  them 
promptly  over  the  aqueduct,  and  afford  a  passage  to  the 
infantry  and  artillery. — 6.  As  soon  as  orders  to  advance 
on  the  heights  of  Fediouchine  shall  be  received,  the 
troops  are  to  pass  the  Tchernaya  to  the  right  and  left  of 
the  bridge ;  the  damage  caused  by  the  artillery  will  be 
made  good  by  the  sappers  ;  the  bridges  will  be  thrown 
under  the  orders  of  superior  officers  commanding  the 
special  detachments. — 7.  Having  taken  possession  of 
the  hills  to  the  left  and  in  the  centre,  General  Read  will 
form  in  order  of  battle,  having  his  front  turned  partly 
towards  Mount  Sapoune  and  partly  towards  the  enemy, 
covering  his  troops  by  artillery  in  both  directions.  The 
mamelons  to  the  right  he  will  occupy  with  troops  of  the 
first  line,  after  driving  off  the  enemy.- — 8.  One  of  the 
chief  cares  of  General  Read  will  be  to  provide  that  the 
depth  of  water  in  the  Tchernaya  shall  be  lowered  by  the 
sappers,  and  the  bridges  thrown  over  as  quickly  as 
possible,  to  enable  the  cavalry  and  artillery  to  get  across 
the  river  without  delay.— 9.  After  taking  the  heights  of 
Fediouchine,  General  Read  will  remain  there  awaiting 
the  orders  of  the  general-in-chief,  in  the  case  of  an 
attack  on  the  southern  part  of  Mount  Gasforte  being  judged 
absolutely  necessary. — 10.  The  combat  having  ended, 
General  Read  will  take  measures  for  fortifying  the 
heights  of  Fediouchine. — Major-General  Grotekfeld, 
Quartermaster-General." 

Manv  incidents  of  the  battle  are  related  by  the  news- 
paper correspondents.  The  following  are  among  the 
most  remarkable. 

The  first  news  of  an  attack  was  brought  about  day- 
break by  some  French  Chasseurs,  who.  forming  part  of 
a  patrol,  fell  into  an  ambuscade  of  the  Russians,  and 
narrowly  escaped,  while  their  comrades  were  taken 
prisoners.  Soon  afterwards  the  outposts  which  were 
across  the  Tchernaya  were  driven  in,  and  about  day- 
break the  cannonade  began.     After  the  outposts  were 
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driven  in,  the  cannonade  began  on  both  sides.  The 
Russians  did  not  leave  the  allies  long  in  doubt  where 
they  would  attack,  for,  scarcely  had  the  cannonade 
begun,  when  three  compact  masses  of  infantry  were 
seen  advancing  towards  the  plain  opposite  to  the  French 
position.  The  points  chosen  were  the  bridge  and  the 
hillock  to  the  right.  The  masses,  which  in  the  morning 
sun  looked  like  glittering  waves,  protected  by  the  fire 
of  their  artillery,  moved  in  excellent  order  down  to  the 
river  side,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  of  artillery 
which  greeted  them  in  front  from  the  French,  and  in 
flank  from  the  Sardinians.  At  the  river  the  first 
column  detached  itself  from  the  rest,  and  dividing  into 
two  columns,  crossed  the  river,  which  is  now  nearly 
everywhere  easily  fordable.  Men  carrying  movable 
wooden  bridges  preceded,  but  in  the  first  rush  the 
Russians,  without  waiting  for  bridges,  went  over  wher- 
ever they  could,  and  dispersing  like  a  swarm  of  bees, 
rushed  forward  in  columns  some  against  the  bridge,  the 
others  against  the  hillock  on  the  right.  The  first  rush 
did  net  last  more  than  ten  minutes.  The  Russians  fell 
back,  but  they  had  scarcely  gone  a  few  hundred  yards 
when  they  were  met  by  the  second  column,  which  was 
advancing  a  pas  de  charge  to  support  the  first,  and  both 
united  and  again  rushed  forward.  This  second  attempt 
was  more  successful  than  the  first.  At  the  bridge  they 
forded  the  river  on  the  right  and  left,  and  forced  the 
defenders  of  it  to  fall  back.  Scarcely  was  the  bridge 
free  when  two  guns  crossed  it,  and  took  up  a  position  on 
the  opposite  side  in  an  open  space  which  divides  two  of 
the  hillocks,  and  through  which  the  road  leads  to  the 
plain  of  Balaklava.  While  those  two  guns  passed  the 
bridge  a  third  crossed  the  river  by  a  ford,  and  all  three 
began  to  sweep  the  road  and  the  heights.  The  infantry 
in  the  mean  time,  without  waiting  for  the  portable 
bridges,  which  had  moreover  been  thrown  away  in 
great  part  during  the  advance,  rushed  breast- deep  into 
the  water,  climbed  up  the  embankment,  and  began  to 
scale  the  heights  on  both  sides.  They  succeeded  on  this 
point  in  getting  up  more  than  one-half  of  the  ascent, 
where  the  dead  and  wounded  afterwards  showed  clearly 
the  mark  which  they  reached  :  but  by  the  time  they 
arrived  there  the  French  were  fully  prepared,  and  met 
them  in  the  most  gallant  style.  Notwithstanding  the 
exertions  and  the  perseverance  of  the  Russians,  they 
were  by  degrees  forced  back,  and  driven,  after  an 
obstinate  resistance,  across  the  bridge,  carrying  away 
their  guns. — While  this  attack  took  place  on  the  bridge 
the  other  column  again  attacked  the  French  right. 
This  time  they  came  on  in  such  a  swarm  that  they  were 
neither  kept  back  by  the  aqueduct,  nor  cowed  by  the 
Sardinian  guns,  which  were  ploughing  long  lanes 
through  their  scattered  lines.  On  they  came,  as  it 
were,  irresistible,  and  rushed  up  the  steep  hill  with 
such  fury  that  the  Zouaves,  who  lined  the  sides  of  it, 
were  obliged  to  fall  back  for  a  moment  before  the  mul- 
titude. This  furious  rush  brought  the  advancing 
column  in  an  incredibly  short  time  to  the  crest  of  the 
hillock,  where  it  stopped  to  form.  But  the  French  had 
not  been  idle  during  the  time  that  the  Russians  were 
ascending  the  hill.  The  Zouaves  had  only  fallen  back 
from  the  side  of  the  hillock  to  the  main  body,  which 
had  been  drawn  up  behind  the  top.  Scarcely  did  the 
column  of  the  enemy  show  its  head,  when  the  guns 
opened  on  it  with  grape,  and  a  murderous  fire  was 
poured  down  upon  it  by  the  French  infantry.  This 
immediately  stopped  the  advance  of  the  column,  which 
began  to  waver,  but  the  impetus  from  those  behind  was 
so  powerful  that  the  head  of  it,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
expected reception,  was  pushed  forward  a  few  yards 
more,  when  the  French,  giving  one  mighty  cheer, 
rushed  upon  the  advancing  enemy,  who,  shaken  already, 
immediately  turned  round  and  ran  down,  if  possible, 
faster  than  they  had  come  up.  But  the  mass  was  so 
great  that  all  the  hurry  could  not  save  them,  and  more 
than  200  prisoners  were  taken  on  the  spot,  while  the 
hill  side,  the  banks  of  the  aqueduct,  the  aqueduct  itself, 
and  the  river-side  were  filled  with  dead  and  wounded. 
The  Sardinian  and  French  artillery  poured,  moreover, 
a  murderous  cross-fire  into  the  scattered  remains  of  the 
column,  of  which  scarcely  a  shot  missed.  It  was 
a  complete  rout.  The  French  rushed  down  the 
hillside   and   drove   them  far  across  the   plain.      This 


defeat  seems  to  have  so  completely  cowed  them, 
that  nothing  more  was  attempted  against  this  side. 
Not  so  on  the  bridge.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  loss 
suffered  by  the  second  attack,  the  Russians  once  more 
concentrated  all  their  forces,  collected  the  scattered 
remains  of  the  column  which  had  been  routed  on 
the  right  of  the  French  position,  and  brought  up  all 
their  reserves  to  attempt  one  more  attack.  They  again 
crossed  the  river,  and  the  aqueduct  too,  and  tried  to 
take  the  heights — but  in  vain  ;  the  French  were  now 
thoroughly  prepared,  and  the  tenacity  of  the  Russians 
served  only  to  augment  their  losses.  They  were  soon 
seen  flying  in  all  directions,  followed  by  the  French.  This 
last  attack  was  decisive. — The  Sardinians,  who,  with  the 
exception  of  the  little  outpost  fight  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Tchernaya,  had  confined  themselves  to  support  the 
French  by  their  admirable  artillery,  which  entirely 
subdued  the  Russian  fire  on  the  opposite  plateaux, 
began  now  to  move  across  the  aqueduct.  The  Russian 
riflemen,  after  the  last  defeat  on  the  right,  had  retired 
behind  the  banks  of  the  Tchernaya,  whence  they  kept 
up  a  brisk  but  ineffective  fire.  A  battalion  of  Pied- 
montese,  preceded  by  a  company  of  Bersaglieri,  advanced 
in  beautiful  order  as  if  on  parade,  and  soon  drove  these 
riflemen  from  their  position.  It  even  advanced  some 
way  towards  the  plateaux ;  but,  as  it  was  not  intended 
to  force  the  heights,  it  contented  itself,  supported  by 
other  troops,  with  following  the  enemy,  who  was 
already  in  full  retreat.  Everybody  now  rushed  to  the 
battle-field,  and  one  look  was  sufficient  to  convince  them 
that  the  allies  had  won  a  real  battle  on  the  Tchernaya. 
Most  of  the  wounded  and  dead  showed  frightful  traces 
of  roundshot,  grape,  shell,  and  canister,  so  that  as  a 
battle-field  one  could  scarcely  imagine  anything  more 
terrible.  Nearly  all  the  wounds  were  on  the  legs  and 
the  head.  On  the  banks  of  the  aqueduct  particularly 
the  sight  was  appalling ;  the  Russians  when  scaling  the 
embankment  of  the  aqueduct  were  taken  in  flank  by 
the  Sardinian  batteries,  and  the  dead  and  wounded 
rolled  down  the  embankment,  sometimes  more  than 
twenty  feet  in  height.  The  French  made  every  possible 
despatch  to  collect  the  wounded.  They  were  laid  on 
the  open  space  about  the  bridge  until  the  ambulances 
arrived.  While  there  the  Russians,  who  could  see 
plainly  that  the  French  were  engaged  in  bringing  help 
to  their  own  wretched  countrymen,  suddenly  began  to 
open  with  their  guns  upon  them,  repeating  the  bar- 
barous practice  which  they  had  already  often  previously 
shown  to  the  troops.  A  gentleman  who  was  there  at 
the  moment,  and  who  speaks  Russian,  asked  one  of  the 
poor  fellows  who  was  trying  to  trudge  along  with  deep 
flesh  wounds  on  both  his  thighs,  what  he  thought  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  Russians  in  firing  among  their  own 
wounded  ?  He  answered,  "  They  are  accustomed  to 
beat  us  when  we  are  with  them,  and  there  is  no  wonder 
that  they  should  try  to  ill-treat  us  when  we  are  on  the 
point  of  escaping  their  power." — The  prisoners  say 
that  even  the  reserves  took  part  in  the  action.  A  soldier 
who  belonged  to  the  last  battalion  of  the  reserves,  said 
that  before  the  battle  began  Prince  Gortschakoff,  who 
commanded  in  person,  had  a  letter  of  the  Emperor 
read  before  them,  in  which  he  expressed  a  hope  that 
they  would  prove  as  valarous  as  last  year,  when  they 
took  the  heights  of  Balaklava,  and  then  there  was  a 
large  distribution  of  brandy.  Not  a  soldier  who  had 
not  his  bottle  lying  empty  near  him,  and  good-sized 
bottles  they  were  too.  This  brandy  distribution  was, 
however,  only  for  the  infantry,  whom  they  wished  to 
excite  to  madness.     The  artillery  got  only  the  usual 

rations. It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  greater 

part  of  the  Russians  were  old  soldiers,  scarcely  one 
under  thirty.  According  to  the  account  of  the  prisoners, 
most  of  them  came  from  Bakschiserai,  and  they  had 
to  attack  without  resting  after  their  march.  They  had 
all  large   quantities   of   bread  in  their  foraging   sacks 

hung   across   their   shoulders,   but    no   knapsacks. 

Among  the  killed  on  the  field  a  Russian  general  officer 
was  recognised  by  his  uniform ;  his  head  had  been 
carried  away  by  a  round  shot.  Another  general  officer, 
wounded,  was  taken  to  one  of  the  French  ambulances. 
He  was  in  much  distress.  Speaking  in  French,  he  said 
to  a  French  officer  by  his  side  at  the  ambulance,  "  This 
is  a  sad  day  of  disgrace  for  Russia,  not  to  have  set  free 
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the  passage  of  the  Tchernaya,  defended  by  one  French 
division.  Another  Russian  officer,  who  was  made 
prisoner,  and  conversed  in  German,  asked,  "  What  was 
done  in  front  of  Sebastopol  ?  "  and  on  being  told  that 
nothing  important  had  taken  place  there,  expressed 
surprise.  He  afterwards  explained  that  it  was  under- 
stood in  the  Russian  army  that  simultaneous  with 
the  attack  to  gain  the  Tchernaya,  an  assault  was 
to  be  made  by  an  overpowering  force  against  the 
French  and  English  works  before  the  Karabelnaia. 
It  is  positively  asserted  by  a  great  number  of  French 
officers  that  the  Russians  fired  grape  upon  their  own 
men,  who  were  running  back  after  their  repulse  on  the 
heights.  They  state  that  they  distinctly  saw  guns  in 
the  rear  fired,  and  the  grape  shot  throw  up  amongst  the 
fugitives  those  well-known  little  puffs  of  dust  which  it 
arises  where  it  strikes. — So  great  is  the  tenacity  of  life 
which  the  semi-savage  Russian  possesses,  that  in  many 
cases  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  between  the  dead  and 
the  living.  There  was  one  man  whose  head  had  been 
struck  by  a  cannon  shot,  and  all  the  hinder  part  carried 
away,  nevertheless  he  lingered  for  two  days.  A  number 
of  Russians  dead  were  lying  in  the  river,  and  in  one 
place  where  the  river  was  fordable  a  number  of  Zouaves 
and  Russians  were  lying  together,  all  of  whom  seemed 
to  have  been  killed  by  the  bayonet.  Each  Russian 
soldier  carried  three  days'  provision  with  him — one  loaf 
of  rye  bread,  and  a  paste  composed  of  rye  flour  and 
water  in  a  bag  by  his  side. — Judging  from  the  surprise 
and  disgust  manifested  by  the  prisoners  at  their  repulse, 
they  seem  to  have  calculated  on  a  most  decisive  victory. 
One  Russian  officer  in  the  hands  of  our  allies  fell  into  a 
paroxysm  of  rage  and  frenzy  on  hearing  the  compara- 
tively slight  loss  on  the  part  of  the  allies.  "  Great  God," 
he  exclaimed,  "  is  it  possible  that  the  choicest  troops  of 
Russia  are  driven  back  and  slaughtered  in  this  manner 
by  a  handful  of  men  ?  "  The  Russian  soldiers  seem  tohave 
marched  to  action  with  a  confidence  of  success.  We 
hear  that  the  priests  had  'given  them  all  absolution 
immediately  before  the  engagement,  and  their  officers 
assured  them  that  if  they  [succeeded  in  crossing  the 
river  and  gaining  the  summit  of  the  hill,  their  enemies 
would  not  be  able  to  make  any  further  resistance. — An 
attempt  seems  to  have  been  made  in  the  Russian  army 
to  supply  the  want  of  rifles  they  laboured  under.  A 
number  of  these  new  rifles  were  picked  up,  and,  judg- 
ing from  appearances,  they  were  equally  as  inefficient 
and  quite  as  clumsy  as  their  old  muskets  ;  they  seemed 
for  the  most  part  to  have  been  old  muskets,  rifled  and  fitted 
with  a  sight  after  the  Liege  pattern.  Probably  there  is 
no  army  in  Europe  so  badly  armed  as  the  Russian.  The 
Turkish  army  is  immeasurably  superior.  The  swords 
of  the  Russians  seem  as  if  made  of  the  hoops  of  a  barrel ; 
one  can  bend  them  easily  with  the  fingers.  Then  their 
muskets  are  long,  awkward,  unwieldy  things,  the  stocks 
made  of  deal,  painted  black.  They  have  no  "  half- 
cock,"  and  their  locks  are  so  stiff  as  almost  to  require 
both  hands  to  lift  the  hammer.  The  greater  part  of  the 
muskets  and  rifles  found  were  marked  185-t,  so  in  that 
branch  of  home  manufacture  they  have  made  little  pro- 
gress. The  greater  part  of  their  great-coats  seem  to  be 
quite  new,  and  the  Russian  army  seem  to  have  marched 
and  fought  under  a  Crimean  sun  in  the  month  of  August 
clad  in  their  great  coats  and  long  boots. — Every  one 
speaks  with  the  greatest  praise  of  the  behaviour  of  the 
Sardinian  troops.  Their  artillery  rendered  immense 
service,  partly  by  subduing  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns 
in  the  plateau  opposite,  partly  in  crushing  the  columns 
of  attack  by  taking  them  in  flank.  There  was  also  a 
battery  armed  with  English  position-guns,  which  kept 
firing  at  the  Russian  artillery  on  the  plateau  nearest  to 
the  plain.  Scarcely  a  shot  missed.  Their  infantry  drove 
back  the  Russian  riflemen  on  the  banks  of  the  river  in 
the  most  gallant  style.  They  advanced  with  the  steadi- 
ness and  precision  of  old  troops,  and  made  their  evolu- 
tions under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  as  much  pre- 
cision as  if  they  had  been  on  parade.  The  Sardinians 
also  followed  up  immediately  the  retiring  enemy,  and 
took  several  hundred  prisoners  and  wounded.  What 
was  most  remarkable  in  all  the  movements  of  the  Sar- 
dinian troops  was  that  quiet  self-possession  which  speaks 
a  great  deal  for  their  discipline  and  organization,  they 
seemed  to.be  so  well  in  hand.    This  is  so  much  the  more 


striking,  as  cholera  and  fever,  which  have  been  ravaging 
them  since  their  arrival,  have  been  enough  to  demoralise 
the  best  army.  The  organization  and  material  which 
could  withstand  such  a  shock  must  be  admirable  indeed. 

The  Emperor  has  addressed  the  following  interesting 
letter  to  General  Pelissier. 

"  General — The  fresh  victory  gained  at  the  Tchernaya 
proves,  for  the  third  time  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  the  superiority  of  the  allied  armies  over  the 
enemy  in  the  open  field  ;  but  if  it  does  honour  to  the 
courage  of  the  troops,  it  evidences  no  less  the  good 
arrangement  you  had.  made.  Address  my  congratula- 
tions to  the  army,  and  receive  them  also  yourself.  Tell 
your  brave  soldiers,  who  for  more  than  a  year  have 
endured  unheard-of  fatigues,  that  the  term  of  their  trials 
is  not  far  distant.  Sebastopol,  I  hope,  will  soon  fall 
beneath  their  blows  ;  and  were  the  event  delayed,  still, 
the  Russian  army,  I  know  it  through  information  that 
appears  positive,  would  no  longer  be  able,  during  the 
winter,  to  maintain  the  contest  in  the  Crimea.  This 
glory  acquired  in  the  East  has  moved  your  companions 
in  arms  here  in  France  ;  they  all  burn  to  have  a  part  in 
your  dangers.  Accordingly,  with  the  twofold'object  of 
responding  to  their  noble  desire,  and  of  procuring  some 
repose  for  those  who  have  achieved  so  much,  I  have 
given  orders  to  the  Minister  of  War,  that  all  the  regi- 
ments remaining  in  France  may  proceed  in  duo  succes- 
sion to  relieve  in  the  East  others  which  will  return. 
You  know,  General,  how  afflicted  I  have  been  at  being 
detained  away  from  that  army,  which  has  again  added 
to  the  fame  of  our  eagles  ;  but  at  this  moment  my 
regrets  diminish,  since  you  enable  me  to  perceive  the 
speedy  and  decisive  success  destined  to  crown  so  many 
heroic  efforts.  Whereupon,  General,  I  pray  God  to 
have  you  in  His  holy  keeping.  Written  at  the  Palace 
of  St.  Cloud,  August  20,  1855.— Napoleon." 

Marauding  practices  in  the  army  have  rendered  it 
necessary  for  General  Simpson  to  issue  the  following 
general  orders,  after  the  battle  of  the  18th  ult. 

"  Aug.  20. — The  great  want  of  consideration  shown 
by  officers  and  other  persons  attached  to  this  army  in 
visiting  the  scene  of  a  recent  action,  and  plundering  the 
dead,  or  purchasing  plunder  from  others,  has  been  the 
subject  of  grave  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  our  allies. 
All  property  whatever  on  the  field  belongs  to  the 
victorious  nation  ;  to  appropriate  anything  is  dishonest ; 
to  purchase  from  those  who  have  done  so  is  to  encourage 
their  dishonesty  and  share  their  guilt.  The  Commander 
of  the  Forces  hopes  that  this  caution  will  be  sufficient 
to  deter  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed  from  a  repetition 
of  such  thoughtless  conduct.  Followers  of  the  army 
are  reminded  that  they  are  amenable  to  its  rules  and 
discipline.  The  police  and  provosts  will  in  future  re- 
ceive orders  to  punish  offenders  on  these_occasions  in  the 
most  summary  manner." 

"  August  21. — The  Commander  of  the  Forces  regrets 
that  he  has  to  notice,  in  terms  of  marked  displeasure, 
an  outrage  that  was  committed  on  the  17th  inst.  in  the 
camp  of  the  Fourth  Division,  the  perpetrators  of  which, 
to  the  discredit  of  the  army,  are  still  undiscovered.  A 
number  of  soldiers,  assembled  under  the  pretence  of 
pursuing  a  supposed  spy,  destroyed  the  tent  of  a  canteen 
keeper,  plundered  its  contents,  including  a  considerable 
sum  of  money,  and  escaped  in  the  darkness.  By  the 
articles  of  war,  the  punishment  of  such  a  crime  is  a 
disgraceful  death.  The  soldiers  of  this  army  have  met 
their  enemies  nobly  in  the  field — they  have  endured 
hardship  and  danger  with  admirable  fortitude.  Let 
them  not  forfeit  their  high  character  by  reckless  dis- 
orders in  camp,  or  by  such  discreditable  breaches  of 
discipline  as  that  now  published." 


The  culinary  services  of  Monsieur  Soyer  have  been 
very  great,  and  their  value  has  been  duly  acknow- 
ledged. The  correspondent  of  the  Times,  writing  on 
the  1st  inst.  describes  the  opening  of  M.  Soyer's  hospital 
kitchens  and  "  training  establishment,"  near  the  camp 
of  the  Guards.  "  This  inaugurative  ceremony  came  off 
on  Monday  last,  in  presence  of  a  numerous  and  distin- 
guished assemblage  of  English  and  French  military 
magnificoes.  Of  these  it  is  sufficient  to  mention  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  General  Simpson,  General  Pelissier, 
and,  I  believe,  nearly  every  one  of  our  divisional  and 
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brigade  commanders,  besides  a  pretty  fair  sprinkling  of 
Crimean  heroines,  who  looked  as  blooming  and  sprightly 
as  if  they  had  been  taking  part  in  a  pic-nic  at  Alder- 
shot  or  Chobham.  In  presence  of  his  distinguished 
company  the  great  chef  performed  some  remarkable 
artistic  feats  with  portions  of  the  ordinary  commissariat 
ration  fare,  out  of  wbieh,  and  in  a  very  short  time,  he 
produced  gastronomic  results  which  certainly  surprised 
everybody.  The  cooking  apparatus  made  use  of  was 
one  of  his  newly-invented  open-air  hospital  kitchens, 
which  for  simplicity  of  construction  and  economy  of 
fuel  appears  to  be  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  mechanical  con- 
trivance. On  this  last  feature  of  his  kitchens  M.  Soyer 
dilated  with  well-deserved  force,  showing  how  with  one 
of  these  stoves  the  food  of  120  men  may  be  prepared 
with  no  greater  expenditure  of  wood  or  charcoal  than, 
under  the  old  and  present  clumsy  and  wasteful  system, 
is  incurred  in  cooking  for  a  twelfth  part  of  that  number. 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  appeared  to  be  specially  in- 
terested in  the  proceedings,  and,  at  their  close,  expressed 
to  M.  Soyer  his  great  interest  in,  and  his  unqualified 
satisfaction  with,  all  he  had  heard  and  witnessed. 
General  Simpson  was  no  less  complimentary,  and 
General  Pelissier  gave  the  chef  a.  most  nattering  written 
acknowledgment  of  the  satislaction  with  which  he  too 
had  observed  the  experiments,  and  listened  to  an  expo- 
sition of  how  readily  and  usefully  the  system  may  be 
applied  to  the  entire  cookery  of  the  army.  The  object 
of  this  establishment — consisting  of  a  marquee  and  some 
half  a-dozen  of  bell-tents— is  to  cook  for  the  hospitals  of 
the  adjoining  First  Division,  and  train  a  couple  of 
cooks  from  each  of  the  regiments  now  in  camp,  who 
shall  again  instruct  others,  till  each  company  shall  have 
its  own  cook,  and  thus  he  saved  from  a  recurrence  of 
the  thousand  discomforts  resulting  last  winter  from  the 
old  practice  of  each  man  preparing  his  own  food.  If 
this  reform  be  fully  carried  out,  it  will  form  one  of  the 
greatest  source  of  comforts  to  the  troops  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  winter  months,  and  will  associate 
M.  Soyer's  name  with  one  of  the  greatest  improvements 
by  which  the  army  is  likely  to  benefit." 

The  events  between  the  battle  of  the  Tchernaya,  and 
the  combined  attack,  on  the  8th  instant,  by  the  Allies 
on  the  Malukoff  and  Redan,  which  immediately  pre- 
ceded the  fall  of  Sebastopol,  may  be  briefly  summed  up. 

The  battle  of  the  Tchernaya  was  followed  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  raft  bridge  by  the  enemy  across  the  great 
harbour, — a  work  which  he  had  completed  on  the  28th 
August,  and  had  used  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  the 
southern  side.  For  several  days  the  Allies  were  kept 
on  the  alert  on  the  Tchernaya,  lest  the  enemy  should 
pay  them  another  sudden  visit.  The  Highland  brigade 
were  sent  down  from  the  front  to  reinforce  the  Sardi- 
nians ;  and  the  cavalry  and  fifty  guns  were  held  in  readi- 
ness to  act  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy.  But 
he  did  not  appear;  apprehensions  on  that  score  ceased; 
and  the  Highlanders  were  moved  back  to  the  front. 
Meanwhile,  the  enormous  preparations  for  the  bombard- 
ment went  on  silently,  secretly,  and  well  ;  and  every 
hour  brought  the  fatal  moment  nearer.  The  French 
had  pushed  forward  their  sap,  it  is  said,  to  the  very  edge 
of  the  ditch  round  the  Malakoff ;  but  on  the  1st  Sep- 
tember the  English  were  150  yards  from  the  salient  of 
the  Redan.  A  heavy  fire  covered  the  working-parties, 
whose  picking  and  shovelling  and  piling  of  sand-bags 
and  gabions  were  much  hindered  by  the  brightness  of 
the  nights.  By  accident,  a  Russian  shell,  falling  on  some 
powder  carelessly  scattered  in  the  Mamelon,  set  fire  to 
the  great  magazine  there,  and  blew  it  up,  killing  and 
wounding  several  officers  and  men,  but  doing  no  damage 
to  the  batteries.  The  enemy  also  made  a  clever  sortie, 
and  destroyed  some  gabions  on  the  advanced  parallel  of 
the  right  attack.  But  these  small  incidents  did  not 
materially  impede  the  progress  of  the  works.  The  enemy 
concentrated  his  troops  between  Fort  Constantine  and 
the  Mackenzie  heights.  On  the  bridge  there  was  inces- 
sant movement  of  horse,  foot,  and  stores.  Rumours 
reached  the  Allied  Generals  of  insubordination  in  Sebas- 
topol— of  mutiny  and  the  shooting  of  officers  and  men; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  wounded  were  sent  by  a  long 
detour  to  Backshiserai,  to  avoid  the  camp,  so  that  the 
troops  might  not  be  discouraged  by  the  numbers.     The 


enemy  also  threw  up  more  earthworks  on  the  north 
side,  with  embrasures  for  guns.  In  the  Allied  camp  it 
was  felt  that  the  crisis  of  the  siege  was  near  at  hand. 
At  length,  the  dawn  of  the  5th  September  saw  the 
opening  of  the  fire  from  our  mortar-batteries.  It  was 
thenceforward  continued  without  cessation  by  day  and 
by  night.  The  bombardment  seems  to  have  been  carried 
on  by  a  horizontal  fire  of  artillery  and  a  vertical  fire  of 
mortars.  But  besides  the  terrible  array  of  land-batteries 
opposed  to  the  east  face,  there  were  six  English  and  six 
French  mortar- boats  firing  shells  from  Strelitska  Bay 
into  the  Forts  Quarantine  and  Alexander.  On  the  night 
of  the  5th,  a  shell  set  fire  to  a  frigate  in  the  harbour, 
and  the  light  of  the  blazing  vessel  illuminated  the  whole 
camp.  On  the  7th,  another  ship  was  set  on  fire,  and 
burnt  to  the  water's  edge.  The  Russians  seem  to  have 
replied  to  the  "infernal  fire"  of  the  Allies  with  con- 
siderable animation  ;  but  the  awful  explosions  that 
broke  forth  here  and  there  behind  the  earthworks  told 
how  effectively  the  Allies  pitched  their  missiles  into  the 
Russian  magazines.  On  the  8th,  it  was  determined  that 
the  enemy's  works  should  be  stormed ;  and  accordingly, 
a  simultaneous  attack  was  made  by  the  French  on  the 
Little  Redan,  which  lies  on  the  proper  left  of  the  Mala- 
koff itself,  while  the  English  directed  their  efforts 
against  the  Great  Redan. 

The  results  of  these  assaults,  and  the  events  which 
ensued,  are  detailed  in  the  following  despatches  of  the 
English  and  French  commanders. 

Despatch  from  General  Simpson,  dated  Sept.  9  : — 
"  My  lord,  I  had  the  honour  to  apprise  your  lordship 
in  my  despatch  of  the  4th  inst.  that  the  engineer  and 
artillery  officers  of  the  allied  armies  had  laid  before 
General  Pelissier  and  myself  a  report  recommending 
that  the  assault  should  be  given  on  the  8th  inst.,  after 
a  heavy  fire  had  been  kept  up  for  three  days.  This 
arrangement  I  agreed  to,  and  I  have  to  congratulate 
your  lordship  on  the  glorious  results  of  the  attack  of 
yesterday,  which  has  ended  in  the  possession  of  the 
town,  dockyards,  and  public  buildings,  and  destruction 
of  the  last  ships  of  the  Russian  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea. 
Three  steamers  alone  remain,  and  the  capture  or  sinking 
of  these  must  speedily  follow.  It  was  arranged  that  at 
12  o'clock  in  the  day  the  French  columns  of  assault 
were  to  leave  their  trenches,  and  take  possession  of  the 
Malakhoff  and  adjacent  works.  After  their  success  had 
been  assured  and  they  were  fairly  established,  the  Redan 
was  to  be  assaulted  by  the  English  ;  the  Bastion,  Central, 
and  Quarantine  Forts,  on  the  left,  were  simultaneously 
to  be  attacked  by  the  French.  At  the  hour  appointed 
our  allies  quitted  their  trenches,  entered  and  carried  the 
apparently  impregnable  defences  of  the  Malakhoff  with 
that  impetuous  valour  which  characterises  the  French 
attack,  and  having  once  obtained  possession,  they  were 
never  dislodged.  The  tricolor  planted  on  the  parapet  was 
the  signal  for  our  troops  to' advance.  The  arrangements 
for  the  attack  I  intrusted  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
William  Codrington,  who  carried  out  the  details  in 
conceit  with  Lieutenant-General  Markham.  I  deter- 
mined that  the  Second  and  Light  divisions  should  have 
the  honour  of  the  assault,  from  the  circumstance  of  their 
having  defended  the  batteries  and  approaches  against 
the  Redan  for  so  many  months,  and  from  the  intimate 
knowledge  they  possessed  of  the  ground.  The  lire  of 
our  artillery  having  made  as  much  of  a  breach  as  pos- 
sible in  the  salient  of  the  Redan,  I  decided  that  the 
columns  of  assault  should  be  directed  against  that  part, 
as  being  less  exposed  to  the  heavy  flanking  fire  by  which 
this  work  is  protected.  It  was  arranged  between  Sir 
W.  Codrington  and  Lieutenant-General  Markham  that 
the  assaulting  column  of  1000  men  should  be  formed  by 
equal  numbers  of  these  two  divisions,  the  column  of  the 
Light  Division  to  lead,  that  of  the  Second  to  follow. 
They  left  the  trenches  at  the  preconcerted  signal,  and 
moved  across  the  ground  preceded  by  a  covering  party 
of  200  men,  and  a  ladder  party  of  320.  On  arriving  at 
the  crest  of  the  ditch,  and  the  bidders  placed,  the  men 
immediately  stormed  the  parapet  of  the  Redan,  and  pene- 
trated into  the  salient  angle.  A  most  determined  and 
bloody  contest  was  here  maintained  for  nearly  an  hour, 
and,  although  supported  to  the  utmost,  and  the  greatest 
bravery  displayed,  it  was  found  impossible  to  maintain  the 
position.     Your  Lordship  will  perceive,  by  the  long  and 
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sad  list  of  casualities,  with  what  gallantry  and  self- 
devotion  the  officers  so  nobly  placed  themselves  at  the 
head  of  their  men  during  this  sanguinary  conflict.  I 
feel  myself  unable  to  express  in  adequate  terms  the 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  conduct  and  gallantry  exhibited 
by  the  troops,  though  their  devotion  was  not  rewarded 
by  the  success  which  they  so  well  merited  ;  but  to  no 
one  are  my  thanks  more  justly  due  than  to  Colonel 
Windham,  who  gallantly  headed  his  column  of  attack, 
and  was  fortunate  in  entering  and  remaining  with  the 
troops  during  the  contest.  The  trenches  were,  subse- 
quently to  this  attack,  so  crowded  with  troops  that  I 
was  unable  to  organize  a  second  assault,  which  I 
intended  to  make  with  the  Highlanders,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  who  had  hitherto 
formed  the  reserve,  to  be  supported  by  the  Third  Divi- 
sion, under  Major-General  Sir  William  Eyre.  I  there- 
fore sent  for  these  officers,  and  arranged  with  them  to 
renew  the  attack  the  following  morning.  The  High- 
land Brigade  occupied  the  advanced  trenches  during 
the  night.  About  11  o'clock  the  enemy  commenced 
exploding  their  magazines,  and  Sir  Colin  Campbell, 
having  ordered  a  small  party  to  advance  cautiously  to 
examine  the  Redan,  found  the  work  abandoned  ;  he 
did  not,  however,  deem  it  necessary  to  occupy  it  until 
daylight.  The  evacuation  of  the  town  by  the  enemy 
was  made  manifest  during  the  night.  Great  fires  ap- 
peared in  every  part,  accompanied  by  large  explosions, 
under  the  cover  of  which  the  enemy  succeeded  in  with- 
drawing their  troops  to  the  north  side  by  means  of  the 
raft-bridge  recently  constructed,  and  which  they  after- 
terwards  disconnected  and  conveyed  to  the  other  side. 
Their  men-of-war  were  all  sunk  during  the  night.  The 
boisterous  weather  rendered  it  altogether  impossible  for 
the  Admirals  to  fulfil  their  intention  of  bringing  the 
broadsides  of  the  allied  fleets  to  bear  upon  the  Qua- 
rantine Batteries  ;  but  an  excellent  effect  was  produced 
by  the  animated  and  well-directed  fire  of  their  mortar 
vessels,  those  of  her  majesty  being  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  Wilcox,  of  the  Odin,  and  Captain  Digby,  of 
the  Royal  Marine  Artillery.  It  now  becomes  my  pleas- 
ing duty,  my  lord,  to  place  on  record  the  high  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  conduct  of  this  army  since  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  command  it.  The  hardships  and  priva- 
tions endured  by  many  of  the  regiments  during  a  long 
winter  campaign  are  too  well  known  for  me  to  comment 
upon.  They  were  borne  both  by  officers  and  men  with 
a  patience  and  unmurmuring  endurance  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise,  and  which  gained  them  the  deserved 
applause  and  sympathy  of  their  country.  The  Naval 
Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Captain  the  Hon. 
Henry  Keppel,  aided  by  Captain  Moorsom  and  many 
gallant  officers  and  seamen  who  have  served  the  guns 
from  the  commencement  of  the  siege,  merit  my  warmest 
thanks.  The  prompt,  hearty,  and  efficacious  co-opera- 
tion of  her  majesty's  navy,  commanded  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  and  ably  seconded  by  Sir 
Houston  Stewart,  has  contributed  most  materially 
to  the  success  of  our  undertaking;  and  here,  perhaps, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that,  if  it  had  pleased  God 
that  the  successful  result  of  this  memorable  siege 
should  have  been  reported  by  my  ever-to-be-lamented 
predecessor  in  this  command,  1  am  sure  that  it  would 
have  been  one  of  his  most  pleasing  duties  to  express 
the  deep  sense  which  I  know  he  entertained  of 
the  invaluable  assistance  and  counsel  he  received  on 
all  occasions  from  Sir  Edmund  Lyons.  When  at 
times  affairs  looked  gloomy  and  success  doubtful,  he 
was  at  hand  to  cheer  and  encourage  ;  and  every 
assistance  that  could  tend  to  advance  the  operation's 
was  given  with  the.hearty  good-will  which  characterises 
the  British  sailor.  Nothing  has  contributed  more  to 
the  present  undertaking  than  the  cordial  co-operation 
which  has  so  happily  existed  from  the  first  between  the  two 
services.  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Royal  Engineers  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  Harry  Jones,  who  has  conducted  the  siege 
operations  from  the  beginning  of  this  year.  For  some 
time  past  he  has  been  suffering  oi  a  bed  of  sickness,  but 
the  eventful  hour  of  the  assault  would  not  permit  him 
to  remain  absent ;  he  was  conveyed  on  a  litter  into  the 
trenches  to  witness  the  completion  of  his  arduous  under- 
takings.    My  warmest   thanks  are  due   to  the  officers 


and  soldiers  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  under  the  command 
of  Major-General  Sir  R.  Dacres,  who,  during  the 
arduous  operations  of  this  protracted  siege,  have  so 
mainly  contributed  to  its  ultimate  success.  I  must  beg 
further  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  cordial  co-operation 
and  assistance  I  have  received  in  carrying  out  the  details 
of  the  service  from  the  chief  of  the  staff,  the  adjutant 
and  quartermaster-generals,  and  general  staff,  as  well 
as  generals  commanding  divisions  and  brigades  of  this 
army.  I  must  reserve  to  myself,  for  the  subject  of  a 
future  despatch,  bringing  before  your  lordship  the  par- 
ticular mention  of  officers  of  the  various  branches  of 
this  army  whom  I  shall  beg  to  recommend  to  your 
favourable  notice.  I  intrust  this  despatch  to  the  care 
of  Brevet-Major  the  Hon.  Leicester  Curzon,  who  has 
been  Assistant  Military  Secretary  to  my  noble  pre- 
decessor and  myself  since  the  commencement  of  this 
war,  and  who  will  be  able  to  give  your  lordship  more 
minute  details  than  the  limits  of  a  despatch  will  allow." 

Killed.  30th  Foot—  Lieut.-Col.  Patullo ;  Capt.  J. 
C.  N.  Stevenson  ;  Ensign  R.  G.  Dean,  55th  Foot — 
Brevet-Lieut.-Col.  W.  A.  Cuddy.  4\st  Foot— Capts.  E. 
Every  and  J.  H.  Lockhart.  40th 'Foot— Capt.  G.  Rochfort. 
&2nd  Foot — Capt.  L.  A.  Cox;  Lieut.  L.  Blakiston.  1th 
Foot— Lieuts.  L.  L.  Wright  and  O.  Colt.  23rd  Foot— 
Lieuts.  R.  H.  Somerville  and  D.  Dyneley.  33rd  Foot— 
Lieut.  H.  G.  Donovan.  77th  Foot — Capt.  W.  Parker. 
88(7;  Foot— Capt.  H.  W.  Grogan.  00th  Foot—  Capt.  H. 
Preston  ;  Lieuts.  A.  D.  Swift  and  H.  F.  Wilmer.  97th 
Foot — Lieut.-Col.  Hon.  H.  R.Hancock;  Major  A.  F. 
Welsford;  Lieut.  A.  B.  M'Gregor.  Rifle  Brigade — 
Capt.  M.  M.  Hammond.  2nd  Battalion,  Rifle  Brigade — 
Lieut.  H.  S.  Ryder. — Field  Train  Department. — Dep.- 
Assist. -Commissary  W.  Hayter. 

Dangerously  Wounded.  Royal  Sappers  and 
Miners— Capt.  C.  H.  Sedley.  20th  Foot— Brevet-Major 
S.  R.  Chapman,  Assistant-Engineer.  \7thFoot — Lieuts. 
W.  D.  Thompson  and  R.  Swire,  A.D.C.  1st  Foot— 
Capt.  W.  J.  Gillum.  3rd  Foot— Major  F.  F.  Maude  ; 
Ensign  H.  Peachey.  30th  Foot — Lieut.  W.  Kerr.  41st 
Foot — Lieut.  J.  Eman,  C.B.  49'/*  Foot—  Ensign  C. 
Michell.  7th  Foot— Lieut.  H.  M.  Jones.  10th  Foot— 
Lieuts.  P.  Godfrey,  A.  Goren,  and  W.  G.  D.  Massy. 
23rd  Foot—  Capt.  W.  H.  Poole  ;  Lieuts.  L.  O'Connor, 
C.  Beck,  and  E.  S.  Holden.     33d  Foot— Lieut.-Col.  T. 

B.  Gough.     07th  Foot— Capt.  C.  H.  Lumley. 
Severely  Wounded.     Royal  Sappers  and  Miners 

—Lieut.  H.  C.  Elphinstone.  03rd  Foot— Lieut.-Col.  P. 
Lindesay.  47th  Foot — Capt.  and  Brevet-Major  W.  F. 
G.  Rooke.  55th  Foot—  Lieut.  G.  A.  Morgan,  A.D.C. 
1st  Foot— Lieuts.  R.  L.  Williams  and  R.  B.  Caton.  3rd 
Foot— Ensign  A.  B.  Letts.  30th  Foot—Capl.  G.  F.  C. 
Pocock  ;  Lieuts.  M.  B.  Field  and  G.  H.  Sanders.  55th 
Foot—  Major  A.  C.  Cure  ;  Capts.  R.  Hume  and  J.  R. 
Hume  ;  Lieut.  W.  B.  Johnson.  41st  Foot — Lieut.  F. 
Kingscote.  40th  Foot— Brevet-Major  J.  H.  King.  62d 
/W— Lieut.-Col.  L.  B.  Tyler  ;  Lieut.  W.  B.  Davenport. 
7th  Foot— Capt.  H.  P.  Hibbert ;  Brevet-Lieut.-Col.  J. 
R.  Heyland  ;  Capt.  J.  F.  Hickie.  19/A  Foot— Lieut.- 
Col.  J.  Unett  (very  severelv)  ;  Lieut.  R.  Molesworth  ; 
Ensigns  R.  C.  Martin  and  W.  W.  Young.  23rd  Foot- 
Col.  D.  Lysons,  C.B. ;  Capt.  F.  F.  Vane;  Lieuts.  L.  E. 
Millett,  J.  Williamson,  F.  M.  H.  Dare,  and  J.  D.  Vic. 
Tupper.  33rd  Foot — Lieut.  J.  Trent.  44th  Foot — 
Lieuts.  J.  D.  Laurie  and  N.  A.  Harris.  77th  Foot — 
Capt.  F.  J.  Butts.  88th  Foot— Lieut.  G.  J.  Maxwell, 
C.B. ;  Capts.  B.  B.  Mauleverer  and  G.  R.  Beresford  ; 
Lieuts.  W.  Lambert,  E.  Hopton,  L.  C.  Scott,  aud  G.  S. 
Watson  ;  Ensign  G.  Walker.  00th  Foot— Capts.  R. 
Grove,  W.  P.  Tinling,  and  J.  H.  Wade  ;  Lieuts.  J.  C. 
Rattray,  S.  C.  Pigott,  Bart.,  P.  J.  Deverill,  and  H.  H. 
Goodericke.  07th  Foot— Capt.  R.  F.  W.  Sibthorp  ; 
Lieut.  R.  C.  Goodenough.     Royal  Artillery — Capt.  A. 

C.  L.  Fitzroy;  Lieuts.  R.  H.  Champion  and  C.  J. 
Tyler. 

Slightly  Wounded.  17th  Foot—  Lieut.  W.  H. 
Parker.  55th  Foot—  Brig.-Gen.  C.  Warren,  C.B.  Un- 
attached— Assist. -Quart.-Gen.  Hon.  P.  E.  Herbert,  C.B. 
1st  Foot— Lieut.  Hon.  T.  O.  W.  Plunkett.  3rd  Foot— 
Capts.  C.  Hood  and  P.  J.  Dunbar;  Lieut.  J.  A.  Cox. 
30th  Foot— Lieut.-Col.  J.  T.  Mauleverer,  C.B. ;  Brevet- 
Major  A.  Campbell ;  Lieuts.  A.  J.  Austin  and  C.  J. 
Moorsom.      55th  Foot — Capt.  W.   S.   Richards.      05th 
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Foot— Capt.  J.  N.  Sargent;  Lieut.  C.  F.  Parkinson. 
4\st  Foot— Major  It.  Piatt ;  Capt.  H.  Rolands ;  Lieut. 
R.  E.  Maude  ;  Lieut,  and  Adj.  J.  A.  Hamilton.  G2d 
Foot— Capt.  E.  H.  Hunter;  Lieut.  W.  Diing.  7th  Foot 
— Brevet-Major  W.W.Turner.  19th  Foot  —  Brevet- 
Major  R.  Warden  ;  Capt.  E.  Chippendall ;  Lieut.  E.  W. 
R.  Bayley.  23rd  Foot— Lieuts.  S.  G.  Prevost  and  K. 
D.  Radcl'iffe.  33rd  Foot— Capt.  H.  D.  Ellis ;  Lieut.  C. 
W.  Willis  ;  Ensign  and  Adj.  G.  Toseland.  71th  Foot— 
Lieut.  G.  E.  Leggett.  90th  Foot— Capt.  J.  A.  Perrin  ; 
Lieuts.  II.  J.  Havdock,  W.  J.  Rous,  and  N.  Graharae. 
97th  Foot— Capt." G.  H.  Woods;  Lieuts.  M.  G.  B.  Fitz- 
gerald and  C.  H.  Browne  ;  Ensign  J.  E.  D.  Hill.  2nd 
Battalion  Rifle  Brigade —  Major  C.  Woodford  ;  Capt. 
Hon.  B.  R.  Pellew ;  Lieuts.  H.  Eyre,  F.  A.  Rvley, 
W.  H.  Eccles,  J.  C.  Moore,  R.  Borrough,  and  F.  C. 
Playne.  3rd  Foot  —  Brig.- Gen.  C.  Van  Straubenzee. 
SSth  Foot— Brig.-Gen.  H.  Shirley,  C.B. 

Severely  Contused.  77th  Foot  —  Lieuts.  C.B. 
Ivnowles  aud  M.  A.  Waters. 

Missing.  62nd  Foot  —  Lieut.  H.  A.  Palmer.  90th 
Foot  —  Capt.  H.  M.  Vaughan.  97th  Foot  —  Capt.  J. 
Hutton. 

Despatch,  from  Admiral  Sir  E.  Lyons,  dated  Sep- 
tember 10  : — 

"  Sir, — Of  the  operations  on  shore,  which  have  pro- 
duced the  successful  result  of  the  singular  and  memorable 
siege  of  Sebastopol,  her  majesty's  government  will  be 
informed  by  General  Simpson ;  but  it  is  my  duty  to 
report  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
what  has  taken  place  afloat  and  on  the  seaboard  under 
my  own  observation.  It  had  been  arranged  by  Generals 
Simpson  and  Pelissier,  Admiral  Bruat  and  myself,  that 
precisely  at  noon  on  the  Sth  inst.  the  allied  fleets  should 
open  fire  upon  the  Quarantine  batteries  that  enfiladed 
the  approach  of  the  assaulting  columns;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, the  weather,  which  had  been  fine  for  some  days, 
changed  on  the  morning  of  the  attack,  and  a  north-west 
gale  and  heavy  sea  rendered  it  impossible  for  any  vessels 
to  act  upon  batteries  situated  on  the  lee  shore  of  this 
exposed  roadstead.  It  will,  however,  appear  by  the 
enclosed  reports  from  Captain  Willcox,  of  the  Odin,  and 
Captain  Digby,  of  the  Royal  Marine  Artillery  (whom, 
as  well  as  the  junior  officers  mentioned  by  them,  I  beg 
leave  particularly  to  recommend  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  their  lordships),  that  the  mortar-vessels 
attached  to  the  fleets  kept  up  a  very  effective  Are  from 
their  position  in  the  bay  of  Strelitzka.  As  the  day 
closed,  things  in  the  harbour  seemed  to  be  in  the  same 
state  as  they  were  in  the  morning,  but  during  the  night 
several  heavy  explosions]  were  heard,  and  at  dawn  we 
observed  that  the  fortifications  on  the  south  side  were  in 
flames,  and  that  the  six  remaining  ships-of-the-line  had 
been  sunk  at  their  moorings,  leaving  afloat  no  more  of 
the  late  Russian  Black  Sea  fleet  than  two  dismasted 
corvettes  and  nine  steamers,  most  of  which  are  very 
small.  Soon  afterwards  the  enemy  were  seen  retreating 
across  the  newly-constructed  bridge,  until  the  south  side 
of  the  harbour,  on  which  the  naval  and  military  arse- 
nals, the  public  buildings,  and  the  town  of  Sebastopol 
are  situated,  appeared  to  be  completely  evacuated,  and 
then  the  southern  portion  of  the  bridge  was  hauled  over 
to  the  north  shore.  It  is  now  my  pleasing  duty  to  render 
justice  to  the  admirable  conduct  of  all  whom  I  have  had 
the  honour  and  happiness  to  command  during  the  last 
nine  months  of  this  arduous  struggle,  and  whose  duties 
I  shared  in  before;  for,  although,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Naval  Brigade  in  the  camp,  whose  gallant  bearing 
from  the  beginning  under  the  command  of  Sir  Stephen 
Lushingtou  has  been  beyond  all  praise,  and  never  more 
so  than  during  the  last  two  bombardments  under  the 
command  of  the  Hon.  Captain  Keppel,  it  has  not  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  the  navy  on  this  occasion  to  perform  dis- 
tinguished deeds  of  arms,  such  as  those  of  their  gallant 
brethren  in  the  army j  still,  while'straining  every  nerve, 
night  and  day,  under  very  trying  circumstances,  to  sup- 
ply the  means  for  carrying  on  the  siege,  in  the  glory 
of  which  they  could  not  share,  the  generous  cheer  of 
encouragement,  unalloyed  by  envy,  has  always  been 
heartily  given  in  the  day  of  triumph";  nor  have  sympathy 
and  assistance  ever  been  wanting  in  the  hour  of  distress 
and  suffering.  The  same  sentiments  have  pervaded  all 
ranks — captains,  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  all  agree- 


ing with  each  other  in  following,  as  I  believe  I  have  said 
once  before,  the  excellent  example  set  them  by  my 
able  second  in  command  and  coadjutor,  Rear-Admiral 
Houston  Stewart.  Perhaps  in  closing  this  letter  I  may 
be  permitted  to  indulge  in  the  expression  of  the  gratifi- 
cation I  feel  in  reflecting  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances to  which  it  relates,  my  gallant  colleague  Vice- 
Admiral  Bruat  and  I  have  gone  heart  and  hand 
together,  and  that  the  most  perfect  understanding  and 
hearty  co-operation  in  the  great  cause  of  humanity  in 
which  we  arc  all  engaged  have  invariably  prevailed 
throughout  both  fleets." 

Sir  E.  Lyons  also  forwarded  a  letter  from  Captain  the 
Hon.  Henry  Keppel,  dated  the  9th,  and  reporting  the 
proceedings  of  the  Naval  Brigade  on  the  7th  and  Sth. 
Captain  Keppell  says  : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions,  a  vigorous  fire  was  opened  from  the 
batteries  at  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and  was 
maintained  throughout  the  day ;  the  fire  was  recom- 
menced yesterday  morning  with  increased  vigour,  pre- 
paratory to  an  assault  to  be  made  by  our  allies  on  the 
Malakhoff,  and  subsequently  by  ourselves  on  the  Redan. 
At  noon  the  French  were  observed  to  start  en  masse 
from  their  trenches,  and  possess  themselves  in  gallant 
style  of  the  Malakhoff  Battery,  on  which  the  tricolor 
flag  was  hoisted,  aud  the  imperial  eagle,  planted  within 
10  minutes  of  their  quitting  their  trenches.  The  French 
flag  was  no  sooner  displayed  on  the  Malakhoff  than  our 
storming  party  issued  from  their  trenches  and  assailed 
the  salient  angle  of  the  Redan,  but  the  enemy  were  by 
that  time  prepared  to  meet  them,  and  as  the  supporting 
party  advanced,  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  canister  was 
opened  on  them,  in  spite  of  a  brisk  fire  kept  up  from 
our  batteries  on  all  parts  of  the  Redan  not  assailed,  as  well 
as  on  the  flanking  batteries.  After  maintaining  the  foot- 
ing they  had  gained  for  some  time,  our  troops  were 
obliged  to  retire,  the  killed  and  wounded  left  on  the 
ground  sufficiently  testifying  how  gallantly  they  had 
fought.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  was  kept  up  until 
dark,  and  at  about  11  o'clock  the  enemy  evacuated  the 
Redan,  after  having  fired  a  train  that  exploded  the  ma- 
gazines. This  morning's  light  showed  how  successful 
and  complete  had  been  the  victory  gained  by  the  allied 
forces.  The  enemy  had  evacuated  all  their  positions  on 
the  south  side  of  the  harbour  ;  the  town.  Fort  Nicholai, 
Fort  Paul,  and  the  dockyard,  were  in  flames,  and  their 
line-of-battle  ships  had  been  sunk  in  the  positions  they 
were  last  seen  in  when  at  anchor." 

The  following  despatch  from  Marshal  Pelissier,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Minister  of  War,  is  dated  September  11. 

"  M.  le  Marechal, — I  shall  have^the  honour  to  send 
you  by  the  next  courier  a  detailed  report  of  the  attack 
which  has  placed  Sebastopol  in  our  power.  To-day  I 
can  only  give  you  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  principal 
achievement  of  this  great  event  of  the  war.  Since  the 
10th  of  August,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  the  Tchernaya, 
and  notwithstanding  repeated  warnings  of  a  new  and 
more  formidable  attack  by  the  enemy  against  the  posi- 
tions which  we  occupy  on  this  river,  every  preparation 
was  made  to  deliver  a  decisive  assault  against  Sebas- 
topol itself.  The  artillery  of  the  right  attack  com- 
menced on  the  17th  of  August  a  well-sustained  fire 
against  the  Malakhoff,  the  Little  Redan,  the  neighbour- 
ing defences,  and  the  roads,  in  order  to  permit  our  engi- 
neers to  establish  defences  close  to  the  place,  from  which 
the  troops  might  be  able  instantly  to  throw  themselves 
upon  the  enceinte.  Our  engineers  besides  prepared 
materials  for  escalade,  and  on  the  5th  of  Sept.  all  our 
batteries  of  the  left  opened  a  very  violent  fire  against 
the  town.  The  English  on  their  side  kept  up  a  hot 
cannonade  against  the  Great  Redan  and  its  redoubt, 
which  they  were  to  attack.  All  being  ready,  I  resolved, 
in  concert  with  General  Simpson,  to  give  the  assault  on 
the  Sth  of  Sept.,  at  the  hour  of  noon.  General 
M'Mahon's  division  was  to  carry  the  works  of  the  Ma- 
lakhoff; General  Dulac's  division  was  to  attack  the 
Little  Redan  ;  and  in  the  centre  the  division  of  Ge- 
neral La  Motterouge  was  to  march  against  the  curtain 
connecting  these  two  extreme  points.  Besides  these 
troops,  I  had  given  to  General  Bosquet  General  Melli- 
net's  division  of  the  Guards,  to  support  the  iirst  three 
divisions.     Thus  far  for  the  right.     In  the  centre  the 
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English  were  to  attack  the  Great  Redan,  escalading  it 
at  its  salient.  On  the  left  the  1st  Corps,  to  which 
General  de  la  Marmora  had  wished  to  join  a  Sardinian 
brigade,  having  at  its  head  General  Levaillant's  divi- 
sion, was  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  the  town  by 
the  Central  Bastion,  and  afterwards  turn  the  Flagstaff 
Bastion  in  order  to  establish  a  lodgment  there  likewise. 
General  de  Salles  had  instructions  not  to  pursue  his 
attack  further  than  circumstances  might  render  it  ad- 
visable. Further,  the  fleets  of  Admiral  Lyons  and 
Bruat  were  to  operate  a  powerful  diversion  by  firing 
against  the  Quarantine,  the  Roadstead,  and  the  sea 
front  of  the  fortress  ;  but  the  state  of  the  sea,  agi- 
tated by  a  violent  north-west  'wind,  was  such  that 
neither  the  line-of-battle  ships  nor  the  frigates  were  able 
to  quit  their  anchorage.  The  English  and  French  mor- 
tar boats,  however,  were  able  to  go  into  action.  Their 
fire  was  of  remarkable  excellence,  and  they  rendered 
us  great  assistance.  At  noon  exactly  the  divisions  of 
Generals  M'Mahon,  La  Motterouge,  and  Dulac,  electri- 
fied by  their  chiefs,  sprang  to  the  Malakhoff,  the 
Curtain,  and  the  Little  Redan  of  the  Careenage. 
After  unexampled  difficulties,  and  a  most  exciting 
foot  to  foot  combat,  General  M'Mahon's  division  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  a  lodgment  in  the  anterior  part  of 
the  Malakhoff.  The  enemy  showered  down  a  storm  of 
projectiles  of  all  kinds  upon  our  brave  troops.  The 
Redan  of  the  Careenage,  especially  battered  by  the 
maison  en  croix  and  the  steamers,  it  was  necessary  to 
evacuate  after  its  occupation  ;  but  the  division  of  Ge- 
neral La  Motterouge  made  its  ground  good  on  one  part 
of  the  curtain,  and  that  of  General  M'Mahon  gained 
ground  in  the  Malakhoff,  where  General  Bosquet  sent 
continually  the  reserves  which  I  sent  forward  to  him. 
The  other  attacks  were  suboidinated  to  that  of  the  Ma- 
lakhoff, that  being  the  capital  point  of  the  defences  of  the 
whole  place.  Standing  in  the  Brandon  Redoubt  (on 
the  Mamelon),  I  considered  that  the  Malakhoff  was 
safely  in  our  power,  and  I  gave  the  signal  which  had 
been  agreed  upon  with  General  Simpson.  The  English 
immediately  advanced  bravely  against  the  salient  of  the 
Great  Redan.  They  were  able  to  effect  a  lodgment  in 
it,  and  struggled  a  considerable  time  to  maintain  their 
position,  but,  crushed  by  the  Russian  reserves,  which 
advanced  incessantly,  and  by  a  violent  fire  of  artillery, 
they  were  forced  to  return  into  their  parallel.  At  the 
same  moment  General  de  Salles  had  directed  an  attack 
against  the  Central  Bastion.  The  Levaillant  division 
had  begun  to  establish  itself  in  it,  as  well  as  in  the  Right 
Lunette  ;  a  tremendous  fire  of  grape  was  succeeded  by 
the  arrival  of  Russsan  reinforcements  so  considerable  in 
number,  that  our  troops,  already  decimated  by  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  and  whose  chiefs  had  been  disabled,  were 
compelled  to  fall  back  on  the  place  whence  they  had 
sallied.  Convinced  that  the  taking  of  the  Malakhoff 
would  be  decisive  of  success,  I  prevented  the  renewal  of 
any  attacks  on  other  points,  which,  by  compelling  the 
hostile  army  to  remain  on  all  its  points,  had  already 
attained  their  main  object.  I  [then  directed  my  sole 
attention  to  the  retaining  possession  of  the  Malakhoff, 
which  General  M'Mahon  had  been  previously  enabled 
completely  to  obtain.  Besides,  a  great  and  critical 
moment  was  impending.  Bosquet  had  just  been  struck 
by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  and  his  command  I  gave  to 
Generul  Dulac.  A  powder  magazine  near  the  Malakoff 
exploded  at  this  moment,  from  which  contingency  I 
anticipated  the  most  serious  results.  The  Russians, 
hoping  to  profit  by  this  accident,  immediately  advanced 
in  dense  masses,  and,  disposed  in  three  columns,  simul- 
taneously attacked  the  centre,  the  left,  and  the  right  of 
the  Malakhoff.  But  measures  of  defence  had  already 
been  taken  in  the  interior  of  the  fortress ;  for  which 
purpose  General  M'Mahon  opposed  to  the  enemy  bodies 
of  undaunted  troops,  whom  nothing  could  intimidate  ; 
and  after  the  most  desperate  efforts  the  Russians  were 
compelled  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat.  From  that 
moment  the  discomfited  enemy  appears  to  have  re- 
nounced all  idea  of  further  attack.  The  Malakhoff  was 
ours,  and  no  effort  of  the  enemy  could  wrest  it  from  us. 
It  was  half-past  four  o'clock.  Measures  were  imme- 
diately taken  for  enabling  us  to  repulse  the  enemy,  in 
case  he  should  attempt  against  us  a  nocturnal  attack. 
But  we  were  soon  released  from  our  uncertainty.     As 


soon  as  it  became  night,  fires  burst  forth  on  every  side, 
mines  exploded,  magazines  of  gunpowder  exploded  in 
the  air.  The  sight  of  Sebastopol  in  flames,  which  the 
whole  army  contemplated,  was  one  of  the  most  awe- 
inspiring  and  sinister  pictures  that  the  history  of  wars 
can  have  presented.  The  enemy  was  making  a  com- 
plete evacuation  ;  it  was  effected  during  the  night  by 
means  of  a  bridge  constructed  between  the  two  shores  of 
the  roadstead,  and  under  cover  of  the  successive  explo- 
sions that  prevented  me  from  approaching  and  harassing 
him.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  whole  southern 
side  of  the  town  was  freed,  and  in  our  power.  I  have 
no  need  of  enhancing  in  the  eyes  of  your  Excellency 
the  importance  of  so  great  a  success.  Neither  will  it 
be  necessary  for  me  to  speak  of  this  brave  army,  whose 
warlike  virtues  and  devotion  are  so  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated by  our  Emperor;  and  I  shall  have,  great  as  the 
number  is,  to  name  to  you  those  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  among  so  many  valiant  soldiers.  1  cannot 
yet  do  so,  but  I  shall  fulfil  this  duty  in  one  of  my  next 
despatches.  Deign  to  accept,  Monsieur  le  Marechal, 
the  expression  of  my  respectful  devotion. — The  General 
in  Chief,  Pelissier." 

A  despatch,  also  dated  Sept.  11,  from  General  Niel, 
commanding  the  Engineers  of  the  French  army,  con- 
tains a  very  lucid  account  of  the  dispositions  which  had 
been  made  for  the  combined  attack  on  the  Malakhoff 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  arrangements  were  carried 
into  execution.     It  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Monsieur  le  Marechal, — The  place  of  Sebastopol 
was  stormed  on  the  8th  of  September.  That  assault  has 
rendered  us  masters  of  the  Malakhoff  work,  the  occu- 
pation of  which  renders  the  defence  of  the  suburb 
almost  impossible,  and  enables  us  to  cut  off  the  commu- 
nications of  the  town  with  the  north  part  of  the_road- 
stead.  After  rallying  several  times,  and  resuming  the 
offensive  with  a  courage  to  which  we  are  bound  to  do 
homage,  seeing  that  his  uttermost  efforts  remained 
fruitless,  he  began  during  the  evening  to  evacuate  the 
town ;  during  the  night  he  set  it  on  fire,  and  he  em- 
ployed his  powder  in  destroying  with  his  own  hands 
the  defensive  works  and  the  great  establishments  which 
Russia  had  been  accumulating  for  so  many  years  in  this 
fortress.  He  sunk  all  his  ships,  frigates,  and  other 
sailing  vessels,  preserving  only  the  steamers  ;  lastly,  he 
broke  up,  and  pulled  after  him  the  bridge  of  boats  by 
which  he  communicated  with  the  forts  of  the  north 
side,  abandoning  to  us  in  this  way  the  town,  suburb, 
and  everything  else  on  the  south  side  of  the  roadstead. 
The  defence  was  energetic ;  on  several  points  our  attacks 
were  repulsed  ;  but  the  chief  attack,  that  which  ensured 
our  success,  was  not  doubtful  for  an  instant.  The  1st 
division  of  the  1st  corps,  commanded  at  present  by  Gen. 
M'Mahon,  carried  at  the  first  onset  the  Malakhoff  work, 
and  there  maintained  itself  heroically,  understanding 
that  it  held  in  its  hand  the  keys  of  the  place.  I  am 
going  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  dispositions  that 
had  been  taken  for  diminishing  as  much  as  possible  the 
numerous  difficulties  attending  this  terrible  assault, 
made,  not  on  a  place  invested,  on  a  limited  garrison, 
but  on  a  vast  fortress,  defended  by  an  army  equally  nu- 
merous, 'perhaps  with  that  which  attacked  it.  In  the 
attacks  against  the  town  our  approaches  had  been  carried 
to  within  forty  metres  of  the  Central  Bastion,  and  thirty 
metres  of  the  Flag-staff  Bastion.  At  the  attacks  of  the 
Karabelnaia  suburb,  the  English,  impeded  by  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  ground,  and  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  had  only  been  able  to  advance  their  approaches 
to  about  200  metres  from  the  salient  of  the  Great  Redan. 
Before  the  front  of .  the  Malakhoff  we  had  arrived  to 
within  25  metres  of  the  enceinte  which  surrounds  the 
tower,  and  had  carried  our  approaches  to  the  same 
distance  of  the  Little  Redan  of  the  Careenage. 
This  important  result  was  due  to  the  incontestable 
superiority  of  our  artillery  over  that  of  the  enemy. 
The  generals-in- chief  of  the  allied  armies  had  made 
the  following  arrangements : — The  general  attack  of 
the  place  was  fixed  for  the  8th  September  at  noon. 
On  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  artillery  of  the  at- 
tacks against  the  town  and  that  of  the  English  attacks, 
who  until  then  had  husbanded  their  fire,  were  to 
resume  it  with  great  energy.  Such  a  cannonade  was 
never   heard.     We   had  mounted  in  our  two  attacks 
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more  than  500  cannons.  The  English  had  about  200, 
and  the  Russians  more  than  we.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
damaged  our  trenches,  but  did  us  little  harm.  Ours, 
notwithstanding  the  great  extent  of  the  place,  con- 
verged on  it,  and  must  have  caused  immense  loss  to  the 
Russian  army.  During  the  last  days  which  preceded 
the  assault  our  infantry  fatigue  parties  were  principally 
employed  in  enlarging  the  most  advanced  place  d'armes 
and  the  defiles,  and  in  carrying  to  the  spot  the  means 
of  crossing  the  ditches.  The  aim  of  all  our  efforts  was 
the  capture  of  the  work  constructed  behind  the  Malak- 
hoff  Tower.  This  work  (called  the  Korniloff  Redoubt 
by  the  Russians),  which  is  an  immense  redoubt,  a  kind 
of  citadel  of  earth,  occupies  a  mamelon  which  commands 
all  the  interior  of  the  Karabelnaia  suburb,  takes  the 
Redan  attacked  by  the  English  de  revers,  and  is  only 
1,200  metres  from  the  south  port,  on  which  the  Russians 
had  constructed  a  bridge  of  rafts,  now  their  only  com- 
munication between  the  suburb  and  the  town.  The 
Malakhoff  Fort  is  350  metres  by  150  metres  in  dimen- 
sions. The  parapets  have  more  than  six  metres  of 
relief  above  the  soil,  and  in  front  of  them  is  a  ditch 
which  before  our  attacks  was  six  metres  in  depth  and 
seven  in  width.  It  was  armed  with  62  guns  of  various 
calibres.  In  the  front  part,  enclosed  by  the  parapet,  is 
the  Malakhoff  Tower,  of  which  the  Russians  have  only 
preserved  the  rez  de  chaussee,  which  is  crenellated.  In 
the  interior  of  the  work  the  Russians  had  raised  a  vast 
number  of  traverses,  under  which  were  excellent 
blindages  where  the  garrison  found  shelter,  and  had 
beds  arranged  on  each  side  in  two  rows,  one  above  the 
other.  A  Russian  officer  of  engineers,  who  was  made 
prisoner,  states  that  the  garrison  of  this  part  of  the 
Malakhoff,  which  I  have  just  described  in  order  that 
you  may  judge  of  the  difficulties  which  our  soldiers  had 
to  surmount,  consisted  of  not  less  than  2,500  men.  The 
Malakhoff  front,  which  is  a  thousand  metres  in  length, 
is  bounded  on  our  left  by  Fort  Malakhoff,  and  on  our 
right  by  the  Little  Redan.  This  last  work,  which,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  siege,  was  only  a  simple 
redan,  was  transformed  little  by  little  into  a  redoubt, 
closed  at  the  gorge  and  heavily  armed.  The  exterior 
fronts  of  the  two  redoubts  of  Malakhoff  and  the 
Careenage  were  connected  by  a  curtain  armed  with  16 
cannons  ;  and  behind  the  enceinte  the  Russians  had 
raised  a  second,  which  connected  the  fronts  of  the 
gorges  of  the  two  redoubts.  This  second  enceinte, 
armed  in  part,  had  not,  however,  a  ditch  presenting  a 
serious  obstacle.  The  rocky  nature  of  the  soil  had 
hindered  the  enemy  from  excavating  everywhere  equally 
the  ditch  of  the  first  curtain  and  of  the  Little  Redan, 
and  on  several  points  the  troops  were  able  to  pass  it 
without  much  difficulty.  For  passing  the  ditches,  which 
had  a  considerable  depth,  we  had  contrived  a  system  of 
bridges  which  could  be  thrown  in  less  than  a  minute  by 
an  ingenious  manoeuvre,  to  which  our  sappers  and 
soldiers  d' elite  had  been  trained.  The  French  artillery 
was  so  superior  to  that  of  the  Russians  that  it  had  ex- 
tinguished the  fire  of  nearly  all  the  guns  pointed  directly 
at  our  attacks.  The  filled-up  embrasures  relieved  us 
from  the  fear  that  our  columns  might  be  assailed  by 
grape  as  they  issued  from  the  trenches.  The  parapets 
were  destroyed  and  a  part  of  the  earth  had  rolled  into 
the  ditch.  Finally,  the  Malakhoff  Fort  had  been 
assailed  by  so  large  a  number  of  shells,  thrown  from 
our  batteries  and  those  of  the  English,  that  the  guns 
whicli  did  not  look  directly  upon  our  attacks  had  their 
embrasures  also  filled  up,  and  everywhere  the  terrasse- 
ments  had  lost  their  original  form.  But,  behind  the 
defences  situated  in  the  first  line,  the  Russians  had 
preserved  a  large  number  of  pieces,  which  we  could 
not  contre-battre  completely,  and  the  columns  which 
proceeded  to  attack  the  Malakhoff  were  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  numerous  batteries  which  the  Russians 
had  raised  to  the  north  of  the  roadstead,  and  which, 
though  fired  from  a  great  distance,  were  neverthe- 
less dangerous.  You  are  aware  that  ever  since  my 
arrival  before  Sebastopol  I  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  true  point  of  attack  was  the  tower  or  mamelon 
of  Malakhoff,  and  that  this  opinion  having  been  adopted 
by  General  Canrobert,  those  attacks  of  the  right  were 
undertaken,  which  were  executed  by  the  2nd  corps. 
From  the  side  of  the  town  we  had  been  content  to  ex- 


tend towards  the  left  the  approaches  executed  by  the 
1st  corps.  Taking  things  at  the  point  where  they  stood 
when  the  assault  was  resolved  on,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  the  possession  of  the  Malakhoff  fort  would  lead  to 
a  decisive  result;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  to  be 
presumed  that  if  a  failure  took  place  on  this  point, 
success  obtained  elsewhere  could  not  lead  to  great  re- 
sults. However,  it  was  not  proper  to  attack  a  place  so 
extended  upon  one  single  point.  It  was  necessary  to 
obtain  that  division  of  the  enemy's  forces  which  resulted 
from  the  great  development  of  the  enceinte  that  he  had 
to  defend,  and  especially  to  make  him  uneasy  about  the 
town,  to  which  the  bridge  led  whereby  he  might  make 
his  retreat.  It  was  to  satisfy  these  various  considera- 
tions, it  was  to  ensure  success,  while  economising  as 
much  as  possible  the  blood  of  our  soldiers  in  the  terrible 
struggle  then  preparing,  that  the  General-in-Chief  de- 
cided that  the  assault  should  first  be  made  on  the  front 
of  the  Malakhoff ;  that  if  this  attack,  which  would  be 
made  under  his  personal  inspection,  should  succeed, 
then  at  his  signal  the  English  should  attack  the  Redan 
and  the  first  portion  of  the  town,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  concentrating  all  his  efforts  against  the  troops 
that  should  have  already  taken  possession  of  the  Ma- 
lakhoff Fort.  The  front  of  the  Malakhoff  was  to  be 
attacked  by  three  columns :  the  one  on  the  left,  com- 
manded by  General  de  M'Mahon,  moving  in  a  straight 
line  on  the  Malakhoff  Fort  by  the  front  that  faced  us, 
and  in  turning  it  slightly  on  the  right  hand,  had  for  its 
task  the  taking  andkeeping  of  it,  cost  what  it  might; 
the  right  column,  Dulac's  division,  was  to  march  against 
the  Redan  of  the  Careening  Bay,  to  occupy  it,  and  de- 
tach a  brigade  on  its  left,  in  order  to  turn  the  second 
enclosure ;  lastly,  the  central  column,  being  the  division 
of  La  Motterouge,  issuing  from  the  sixth  parallel,  having 
a  longer  extent  of  ground  to  pass  over,  and  arriving  a 
little  later,  was  to  carry  the  curtain,  to  proceed  then. 
against  the  second  enclosure,  and  send  one  of  its  bri- 
gades to  the  assistance  of  the  first  column,  if  this  latter 
should  have  not  yet  gained  possession  of  the  Malakhoff 
Fort.  Such  was' the  importance  of  these  positions  that 
we  could  not  doubt  that  the  enemy,  if  he  lost  them, 
would  make  great  efforts  to  retake  them.  In  conse- 
quence, the  troops  of  the  Imperial  Guard  were  given  as 
a  reserve  to  the  2nd  corps.  The  chief  of  the  Engineer 
Battalion  Ragon,  having  under  his  orders  several  bri- 
gades of  sappers,  marching  with  the  first  column,  had 
to  throw  bridges  across  the  ditches,  see  after  the  mines, 
open  everywhere  a  passage  to  the  columns,  and  as  soon 
as  these  should  be  masters  of  the  fort,  to  close  it  at  the 
gorge  ;  and  in  order  to  oppose  any  rallying  attack  in 
return,  to  open  in  the  rear  large  passages  for  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  and  the  artillery.  The  chief  of  the  engi- 
neer battalion,  Renoux,  attached  to  the  right  column, 
and  Captain  Schoennagel,  attached  to  the  central 
column,  having  also  brigades  of  sappers  under  their 
orders,;  had  to  fulfil  an  analogous  mission.  All  the 
arrangements  concerning  the  duty  of  the  engineers  in 
the  attacks  to  be  made  on  the  Malakhoff  had  been 
made  by  the  General  of  Brigade  Frossard,  commanding 
the  engineers  of  the  2nd  corps.  In  attacking  the  town,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  obstacles  accumulated  by  the  enemy 
at  the  salient  of  the  Flagstaff  Bastion,  it  had  been  decided 
that  the  principal  assault  should  be  given  at  the  Central 
Bastion,  between  its  salient  and  the  lunette  on  the  left; 
that  the  assaulting  column,  as  soon  as  it  should  be 
established  within  the  Central  Bastion,  should  detach 
a  part  of  its  forces  towards  the  gorge  of  the  Flagstaff 
Battery,  whose  right  face  should  then  be  assailed  by  a 
Sardinian  brigade,  which  had  come  to  take  part  in  the 
operations  of  the  First  Corps.  General  Lelesme,  com- 
manding the  Engineers  of  the  First  Corps,  had  made 
arrangements  for  attacking  the  town  similar  to  those 
which  I  have  just  explained  with  reference  to  the 
attacks  of  the  Karabelnaia  faubourg.  On  the  8th  of 
September,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  threw  on 
the  Central  Bastion  two  mines  of  projection,  each 
charged  with  100  kilogrammes  of  powder.  The  ex- 
plosion took  place  near  the  middle  of  the  bastion,  and 
appeared  to  cause  great  disorder.  At  the  same  hour  we 
exploded,  in  front  of  our  approaches  to  the  Malakhoff 
Fort,  three  mining  chambers,  charged  in  all  with  1,500 
kilogrammes  of  powder,  in  order  to  destroy  the  lower 
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galleries  of  the  Russian  miners,  and  to  give  'security  to 
our  soldiers,  who  had  to  crowd  within  the  trenches 
under  which  deserters  announced  that  the  soil  was 
mined.  At  noon  precisely  our  soldiers  rushed  from 
the  advanced  place  d'armes  in  front  of  the  Malakhoff. 
They  crossed  the  ditches  with  surprising  agility,  and, 
jumping  on  the  parapets,  attacked  the  enemy  to  the 
cry  of  "  Vive  l'Empereur  !  "  At  the  Malakhoff  Fort, 
the  interior  slope  having  a  great  height,  those  who 
arrived  first  halted  an  instant  to  form.  Then  they 
mounted  on  the  parapet  and  jumped  into  the  work. 
The  combat  which  had  commenced  with  discharges  of 
fire-arms,  was  carried  on  with  the  bayonet,  with  stones, 
and  with  butt-ends  of  muskets.  The  rammers  became 
weapons  in  the  hands  of  the  Russian  gunners,  but 
everywhere  the  Russians  were  killed,  taken  prisoners, 
or  made  to  fly ;  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  the  attack  had  taken  place  the  French  flag  waved 
on  the  conquered  redoubt.  The  Careenage  Redan  had 
also  been  carried  after  a  very  hot  struggle.  The  centre 
column  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  second  enceinte. 
Everywhere  we  had  taken  possession  of  the  works 
attacked.  The  General-in-Chief  gave  the  concerted 
signal  for  the  attack  of  the  Great  Redan,  and  snon  after 
for  the  attack  of  the  town.  The  English  had  200  metres 
of  ground  to  go  over  under  a  terrible  fire  of  grape. 
This  space  was  presently  covered  with  dead,  but  these 
losses  could  not  stop  the  march  of  the  attacking  column, 
which  advanced  to  the  capital  of  the  work.  It  descended 
into  the  ditch,  which  was  about  five  metres  in  depth, 
and,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  Russians,  it 
escaladed  the  scarp  and  took  from  them  the  salient  of 
the  Redan  ;  but  after  the  first  struggle,  which  cost  the 
Russians  dear,  the  English  soldiers  found  before  them  a 
vast  open  space  crossed  in  all  directions  by  the  balls  of 
the  enemy,  who  themselves  were  sheltered  behind 
distant  traverses.  Those  who  came  up  were  scarcely 
sufficient  to  replace  those  who  were  placed  hors 
de  combat.  It  was  not  until  they  had  sustained, 
during  nearly  two  hours,  this  unequal  combat, 
that  the  English  resolved  to  evacuate  the  Redan. 
The  attack  upon  the  Central  Bastion  presented 
the  same  result.  In  front  of  the  Malakhoff  the 
Russians  made  great  efforts  to  reconquer  the  works. 
Repeated  attacks  were  made,  but  in  vain.  The  dead 
bodies  of  the  enemy  were  piled  up  in  front  of  the 
gorge,  but  the  1st  division  remained  immoveable,  and 
in  the  evening  we  were  masters  of  this  citadel,  without 
which  the  Russians  could  not  continue  their  defence 
for  more  than  a  few  days.  Thus  terminated  this 
memorable  siege,  in  which  the  means  of  defence  and 
attack  attained  colossal  dimensions.  The  Russians  had 
800  cannon  ,in  battery,  the  besieging  army  about  700. 
In  finishing  this  report,  I  ought  to  tell  you,  Monsieur 
le  Marechal,  that  the  greatest  harmony  has  never 
ceased  to  prevail  between  the  artillery  and  the  engi- 
neers. Whenever  one  of  these  two  services  could  come 
to  the  assistance  of  the  other,  he  did  it  with  eagerness, 
and  this  community  of  views  and  action  has  given  us 
the  means  of  overcoming  many  difficulties.  I  have 
also  had  to  congratulate  myself  in  every  instance  on 
my  relations  with  General  Harry  Jones,  commanding 
the  engineers  of  the  English  army.  Our  object  was 
the  same,  and  we  have  never  differed  in  opinion  on  the 
means  to  be  employed  for  attaining  it.  Already  at  the 
siege  of  Bomarsund,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  appre- 
ciating the  loyalty  and  the  noble  character  of  this 
general  officer.  I  have  been  happy  at  finding  myself 
again  in  relations  with  him  at  the  siege  of  Sebastopol," 
Some  further  particulars  are  contained  in  telegraphic 
despatches  received  before  those  above  quoted.  Marshal 
Pelissier  says,  on  the  10th: — 

"  I  visited  Sevastopol  and  the  line  of  defences  to-day. 
It  is  difficult  to  give  an  exact  picture  of  the  results  of 
our  victory,  of  which  inspection  alone  can  give  an  idea. 
The  multiplicity  of  defensive  works,  and  the  materials 
and  means  that  have  been  applied,  surpass  everything 
known  in  the  history  of  war.  The  taking  of  the  Ma- 
lakhoff, which  caused  the  enemy  to  fly  before  our  eagles, 
already  three  times  victorious,  has  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  allies  immense  establishments  of  materiel,  of 
which  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  advantage.  To- 
morrow the  Allied  troops  will  occupy  Karabelnaia  and 


the  city.  An  Anglo-French  commission  will  be  engaged 
to  report  on  the  materiel  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The 
joy  of  our  soldiers  is  great.  The  cry  of  'Vive  l'Empe- 
reur ! '  celebrates  the  victory." 

The  Moniteur  of  the  26th  contains  a  second  despatch 
from  Marshal  Pelissier,  containing  further  details  of  the 
capture  of  Sebastopol.  He  thus  describes  the  English 
attack  on  the  Redan  : 

"  The  English  had  200  metres  to  cross  under  a  terrible 
fire  of  grape.  This  space  was  soon  strewed  with  dead  ; 
nevertheless,  this  did  not  stop  the  march  of  the  storming 
column,  which  advanced  toward  the  capital  of  the  work. 
It  descended  into  the  ditch,  which  is  nearly  five  metres 
deep,  and,  despite  all  the  efforts  of  the  Russians,  it 
scaled  the  escarpe,  and  carried  the  salient  of  the  Redan. 
There,  after  the  first  brunt  of  the  engagement,  which 
cost  the  Russians  dear,  the  English  soldiers  found  in 
front  of  them  only  a  vast  open  space,  crossed  by  the 
balls  of  the  enemy,  who  kept  himself  close  behind  some 
distant  traverses.  Those  who  came  up  hardly  replaced 
those  who  had  been  disabled.  It  was  not  till  they  had 
sustained  for  nearly  two  hours  this  unequal  contest  that 
the  English  decided  on  evacuating  the  Redan.  They 
did  so  with  so  firm  an  aspect  that  the  enemy  did  not 
dare  follow." 

He  adds  :— "  The  English  army  conducted  itself  with 
its  habitual  intrepidity.  It  prepared  a  second  attack, 
which,  doubtless,  would  have  triumphed  over  the  un- 
expected obstacles  which  had  met  their  first ;  but  the 
possession  of  the  Malakhoff  properly  led  to  the  counter- 
manding of  this  second  attack." 

Marshal  Pelissier  sums  up  the  French  losses  as  follows  r 

Our  losses  on  this  day  were  five  generals  killed,  four 
wounded,  and  six  contused,  24  superior  officers  killed, 
20  wounded,  and  two  missing;  116  subaltern  officers 
killed,  224  wounded,  eight  missing ;  1489  sous-officers 
and  soldiers  killed,  4259  wounded,  and  1400  missing — 
total  7551." 

An  extraordinary  Gazette  published  on  the  26th, 
contains  full  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
attack  on  the  Redan.  Our  loss  has  been  :  29  officers, 
36  sergeants,  6  drummers,  314  rank  and  file,  killed  ; 
124  officers,  142  sergeants,  12  drummers,  1608  rank  and 
file,  wounded  ;  1  officer,  12  sergeants,  168  rank  and  file, 
missing.  Total — Killed,  385;  wounded,  1886 ;  missing, 
176—2447. 


Lord  Panmure  has  addressed  the  following  telegraphic 
despatch  to  General  Simpson  : 

"  War  Department,  Sept.  12. — The  Queen  has  received 
with  deep  emotion  the  welcome  intelligence  of  the  fall 
of  Sebastopol.  Penetrated  with  profound  gratitude  to 
the  Almighty,  who  has  vouchsafed  this  triumph  to  the 
Allied  Army,  her  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  express 
to  yourself,  and,  through  you,  to  the  army,  the  pride 
with  which  she  regards  this  fresh  instance  of  their 
heroism.  The  Queen  congratulates  her  troops  on  the 
triumphant  issue  of  this  protracted  siege,  and  thanks 
them  for  the  cheerfulness  and  fortitude  with  which 
they  have  encountered  its  toils,  and  the  valour  which 
led  to  its  termination.  The  Queen  deeply  laments  that 
this  success  is  not  without  its  alloy  in  the  heavy  losses 
which  have  been  sustained ;  and  while  she  rejoices  in 
the  victory,  her  Majesty  deeply  sympathises  with  the 
noble  sufferers  in  their  country's  cause.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  congratulate  General  Pelissier,  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's name,  upon  the  brilliant  result  of  the  assault  on 
the  Malakhoff,  which  proves  the  irresistible  force  as 
well  as  indomitable  courage  of  our  brave  Allies. — 
Panmuhe." 

The  Queen  in  Council  has  ordered  that  prayers  and 
thanksgivings  shall  be  offered  on  Sunday  the  30th  inst., 
in  all  the  places  of  worship  belonging  to  the  Churches 
of  England  and  Scotland,  "  for  the  signal  and  complete 
successes  obtained  by  the  troops  of  her  Majesty,  and 
especially  for  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Sebastopol." 

The  following  intelligence  respecting  the  War  in  Asia 
is  published  in  the  Vienna  papers  : — We  have  news  from 
Constantinople  that  the  Russians  before  Kars  have  met 
with  rather  a  serious  reverse.     General  Mouravieff  had 
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divided  his  forces,  and  sent  a  corps  on  towards  Erzeroum 
No  sooner  did  the  garrison  of  Kars  obtain  knowledge 
of  this,  than  they  made  a  sortie  and  surprised  the  Rus- 
sians in  the  night  of  the  16th  and  17th  of  August.  Great 
Mas  the  confusion  in  the  camp  of  the  Russians,  who  fled, 
abandoning  their  luggage  and  a  number  of  prisoners. 
The  corps  that  threatened  Erzeroum  has  marched  back 
again  in  all  haste.  Kerim  Pasha  commanded  the  Turks 
who  sallied  out  of  Kars.  Erzeroum  contained  a  garrison 
of  4,000  regulars  and  25,000  Bashi-bazouks." A  des- 
patch from  Kars  of  the  17th  ult.,  says:  "Though  the 
Russians  still  intercept  communications  with  Erzeroum, 
and  have  burnt  the  villages  round  about,  they  have  no 
means  of  attacking  either  Kars  or  Erzeroum." 


Intelligence  from  the  allied  squadrons  in  the  Pacific, 
contained  in  the  San  Francisco  papers,  has  been  con- 
firmed by  despatches  from  Admiral  Bruce,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  British  squadron.  The  accounts  are  to 
the  following  purport:  —  The  British  squadron,  under 
Admiral  Bruce,  consisted  of  eight  ships  mounting  190 
guns  ;  the  French  squadron,  under  Admiral  Fournichon, 
consisted  of  four  ships  mounting  164  guns.  Their  desti- 
nation was  the  fortified  town  of  Petropaulovski,  the 
capital  of  Kamschatka.  When  the  Allies  attacked  this 
place  in  September  last  year,  they  failed  to  destroy  it, 
and  returned  to  the  Pacific  station,  leaving  behind  them 
two  Russian  men-of-war,  the  Aurora  and  the  Dwina. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  these  ships,  the  Admi- 
ralty, early  in  the  present  year,  sent  the  steamers  Barra- 
couta  and  Encounter  to  blockade  Petropaulovski.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  Russians  had  greatly  strengthened 
the  defences,  and  doubled  the  number  of  guns.  When, 
however,  the  Allies  appeared  before  the  place  in  May, 
they  beheld  the  American  flag  flying  instead  of  the 
Russian  ;  and  on  landing  they  found  that  the  town  was 
entirely  deserted  by  the  enemy,  and  tenanted  only  by 
two  Americans  and  a  Frenchman.  They  also  learnt, 
that  on  the  17th  April,  the  Aurora  and  Dwina,  with  a 
transport  carrying  the  garrison,  and  three  American 
whalers  carrying  stores,  had  evaded  the  blockading 
ships,  and  escaped  in  safety  to  the  Amoor  river.  The 
Russian  Admiral,  too,  whose  frigate,  the  Diana,  was 
destroyed  in  Japan,  had  also  escaped  the  Barracouta  and 
Encounter,  and  had  run  into  the  harbour.  On  landing, 
the  Allies  destroyed  everything,  but  found  no  guns,  the 
armament  of  the  place  having  been  either  buried  or 
carried  to  the  Amoor.  After  destroying  Petropaulovski, 
the  greater  part  of  the  Allied  fleets  returned  to  their 
stations  on  the  American  coast,  passing  by  Sitka  and 
the  Aleutian  Islands  to  San  Francisco  ;  where  some  had 
arrived  on  the  26th  July,  and  others  were  expected  daily. 
Two  British  ships,  however,  the  Pique  and  the  Amphi- 
trite,  sailed  for  the  Amoor  river.  Sitka  was  spared,  as 
being  exempted  from  all  liability  to  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  the  British  by  a  convention  concluded  between 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Russian  American 
Company. 


Intelligence  has  been  received  from  the  squadron  in 
the  White  Sea  to  the  end  of  July. 

"  A  smart  affair  took  place  on  the  17th  in  the  Gulf  of 
Kandalaska  between  the  boats  of  H.M.  Ariel,  Comman- 
der Luce,  and  a  strong  body  of  Russian  troops,  the 
result  of  which  was  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
town  of  Kandalak,  with  the  exception  of  the  church. 
In  this  little  affair  we  had  three  men  badly  wounded. 
It  is  added  that  the  presence  of  the  squadron  in  the 
White  Sea  has  put  an  end  to  all  trade  except  such  as 
may  be  carried  on  by  land  or  in  little  boats  that  pull 
close  to  the  shore." 


Since  the  attack  on  Sweaborg  no  operation  of  magni- 
tude has  taken  place  in  the  Baltic.  On  the  8th  ult., 
Captain  Otter,  of  H.M.  ship  Firefly,  destroyed  the 
Russian  magazines  and  stores  at  Brandon,  the  sea-port 
of  Wasa  in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  and  t<)ok  or  burnt 
several  small  vessels.  The  magazines  were  fifty  or  sixty 
in  number,  containing  coals,  tar,  resin,  salt,  spars, 
boats,  &c.  This  service  was  performed  without  any 
casualty  whatever. 

The   Scotsman  publishes  an  interesting  letter  from 


Mr.  Easton,  the  surgeon  of  the  Cossack,  captured  at 
Hango. 

"  Wladimir,  August  5. — I  left  St.  Petersburg  on  the 
afternoon  of  Saturday  the  14th  of  July,  I  think,  escorted 
by  a  gendarme  officer  and  two  of  his  men,  and  travelled 
along  the  celebrated  but  most  uninteresting  road  from 
St  Petersburg  to  Moscow  ;  reaching  the  latter  place 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  leaving  it  at  eleven  o'clock 
p.  m.  We  reached  Wladimir  about  noon  next  day,  after 
a  fatiguing  journey  of  four  days.  Here  I  am  planted 
in  the  midst  of  Russia.  The  Governor  is  very  kind  ; 
and  his  lady  speaks  English  most  admirably,  and  uses 
it  to  promote  my  comfort  and  happiness  by  every  means 
possible.  In  truth,  I  am  overwhelmingly  indebted  to 
Lady  Annenkoii'  for  her  unceasing  benefits,  taking  from 
exile  most  of  its  sting.  I  have  good  quarters  and  kind- 
ness from  all  I  meet  :  what  can  I  desire  more,  except 
liberty  ?  Wladimir  is  a  very  beautiful  town,  situate  on 
a  small  river  called  the  Kliasme,  which  waters  the 
plain  above  which  the  town  stands.  It  is  choke-full  of 
picturesque  churches,  very  old,  and  very  noisy  when 
their  bells  are  clinking,  which  is  pretty  frequently.  I 
send  you  an  account  of  what  came  under  my  knowledge 
at  Hango.  I  see  from  the  St.  Petersburg  Journal  very 
erroneous  accounts  have  been  published. 

"June  4  or  5 — (I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  date) — the 
Cossack  anchored  off  Hango,  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
at  liberty  several  Finnish  merchant-captains  taken  pri- 
soners in  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  On  this  service  a  cutter 
with  eleven  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Geneste,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  was  ordered  to 
proceed  on  shore,  hoisting  a  flag  of  truce  (white  flag). 
I,  hearing  there  was  a  boat  to  be  sent  to  the  shore  to 
land  the  prisoners,  thought  I  might  as  well  take  advan- 
tage of  the  chance  of  a  walk,  however  short.  Three 
stewards  were  sent  in  the  boat,  to  purchase,  if  allowed, 
milk,  eggs,  &c.  Being  a  medical  man,  I  of  course  paid 
no  attention  to  any  of  the  arrangements  connected  with 
the  boat,  so  that  I  did  not  know  there  were  any  arms  in 
her;  nor  did  I  think  it  necessary  to  pay  any  attention 
as  to  flags,  except  that  I  sometimes  called  out  to  let  the 
flag  of  truce  be  well  seen.  The  boat,  bearing  the  white 
flag  in  her  bows  lashed  to  a  boarding-pike,  was  pulled 
under  the  telegraph  station  ;  the  Finnish  captain,  Lund- 
strom,  I  think,  directing  where  to  land.  Inside  the  point 
of  land  on  which  the  telegraph  is  placed,  we  found  a 
small  harbour  with  a  wooden  pier,  which  we  went 
alongside  of.  Lieutenant  Geneste  then  gave  orders  to 
the  sailors  not  to  leave  the  boat,  but  to  put  on  the  pier 
the  luggage  belonging  to  the  prisoners.  Geneste, 
Sullivan^  myself,  the  three  stewards,  and  the  prisoners, 
landed  on  the  pier;  one  of  the  stewards  taking  the 
white  flag  with  him.  We  had  only  taken  a  few  steps 
when  from  all  sides  a  fire  was  opened  on  us.  I  saw  for 
the  first  time  soldiers,  and,  at  a  hurried  glance,  I 
thought  about  a  hundred  of  them  had  surrounded  us. 
The  first  I  saw  fall  was  Lundstrom ;  next,  one  of  the 
stewards.  I  immediately  jumped  into  the  water  to  get 
to  the  boat,  but  saw  she  had  drifted  a  little  from  the 
landing-place,  with  several  of  the  sailors  seemingly  dead 
in  her.  Seeing  no  other  means  of  escape,  I  got  under 
the  pier,  thinking,  if  not  discovered,  I  might  manage 
to  get  off  to  the  ship  at  night.  I  found  that  one  of  the 
stewards,  wounded,  and  one  of  the  sailors,  un- 
wounded,  also  one  of  the  Finnish  captains,  had  likewise 
taken  shelter  under  the  pier.  The  affair  seemed  to 
be  over  in  an  instant,  there  being  no  resistance  on 
our  side — in  fact  no  time  for  it.  After  a  short  time, 
all  being  quiet,  the  Finnish  captain  left  the  pier,  and 
shortly  after  returned  with  men  from  the  village ; 
when  of  course  we  became  prisoners.  We  were  placed 
in  waggons  and  taken  to  Ekenas  ;  where,  to  my  great 
delight,  I  found  Geneste  and  Sullivan,  with  three 
of  our  men  unwounded,  and  three  others  wounded. 
While  under  the  pier,  I  of  course  did  not  know  the  late 
of  the  others,  but,  from  the  firing,  thought  all  except  the 
two  with  me  had  fallen.  We  were  very  kindly  treated 
when  prisoners,  and  everything  was  done  for  the 
wounded  that  could  possibly  be  done.  Robert  T. 
Easton,  Surgeon,  R.N." 

Sir  Charles  Napier  has  published  the  correspondence 
between   Sir  James  Graham  and   himself  during  the 
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period  that  the  admiral  commanded  the  fleet  in  the 
Baltic.  The  letters  range  from  the  date  of  Sir  C. 
Napier's  appointment  in  February  last  year  to  that  of 
his  return  to  Kiel  in  November.  The  following  are  the 
passages  of  the  correspondence  most  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  breach  between  the  Minister  and  the 
Admiral  : — ■ 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Sir  J.  Graham  advises  Sir  C. 
Napier,  in  the  first  instance,  to  feel  his  way,  and  to 
make  good  his  hold  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  "  When  I 
say  this,  I  by  no  means  contemplate  an  attack  either  on 
Sweaborg  or  on  Cronstadt.  I  have  a  great  respect  for 
stone  walls,  and  have  no  fancy  for  running  even  screw 
line-of-battle  ships  against  them.  Because  the  public 
here  may  be  impatient,  you  must  not  be  rash  ;  because 
they,  at  a  distance  from  danger,  are  fool-hardy,  you 
must  not  risk  the  loss  of  a  fleet  in  an  impossible  enter- 
prise." Sir  James  adds,  that  he  believes  "  both  Swea- 
borg and  Cronstadt  to  be  all  but  impregnable  from  the 
sea — Sweaborg  more  especially — and  none  but  a  very 
large  army  could  co-operate  by  land  efficiently,  in  the 
presence  of  such  a  force  as  Russia  could  readily  concen- 
trate for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  approaches  to  her 
capital."  He  advises  the  Admiral,  then,  if  he  has  none 
but  naval  means  at  his'^command,  to  "  pause  long,  and 
consider  well,  before  he  attempts  any  attack  on  the 
Russian  squadrons  in  their  strongholds,  being  afraid  that 
they  were  much  too  cautious  to  come  out  and  meet  him. 
Had  you  been  weaker,"  Sir  James  observes,  "  they 
might  have  done  so.  Now  they  will  wait,  and  watch 
an  opportunity,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  seriously 
cripple  your  force,  by  knocking  your  head  against  their 
forts,  when  they  may  take  you  at  a  serious  disadvantage, 
and  inflict  a  fatal  blow.  These  considerations  must  not 
be  overlooked  by  you ;  I  recall  them  to  your  mind  lest, 
in  the  eager  desire  to  achieve  a  great  exploit,  and  to 
satisfy  the  wild  wishes  of  an  impatient  multitude,  you 
should  yield  to  some  rash  impulse,  and  fail  in  the  dis- 
charge of  one  of  the  noblest  of  duties,  which  is,  the 
moral  courage  to  do  what  you  know  to  be  right,  at  the 
risk  of  being  accused  of  having  done  wrong.  You  will 
reflect  on  it,  and  I  am  certain  that  your  judgment  will 
not  err. — I  am,  my  dear  Admiral,  yours  sincerely,  J.  G. 
Graham." 

In  several  subsequent  letters  Sir  James  Graham  re- 
iterates similar  sentiments,  advising  prudence  and  cau- 
tion. 

On  the  11th  of  July,  after  speaking  of  Bomarsund  as 
a  fortress  which  it  is  feasible  to  attack,  Sir  James  repeats 
his  advice  to  be  cautious.  "  Sweaborg,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, would  be  a  noble  prize,  but  on  no  account  be  led 
into  any  desperate  attempt,  and,  above  all  things,  avoid 
the  least  risk  of  the  Russian  fleet  slipping  out  of  the 
Gulf  of  Finland  when  your  back  is  turned ;  and  be  slow 
to  land  your  marines,  without  whom  your  line  of  battle 
is  disabled.  The  Russians,  though  shy,  are  crafty  ;  and, 
if  they  can  catch  you  at  a  disadvantage,  they  will  be 
down  upon  you.  With  50,000  troops  and  200  gun-boats 
you  might  still  do  something  great  and  decisive  before 
the  end  of  September." 

On  the  22nd  of  August  Sir  James  congratulates  the 
Admiral  on  the  successful  attack  of  Bomarsund  ;  and,  on 
the  25th,  he  says:  "  I  am  more  than  satisfied  with  your 
proceedings.  I  am  delighted  with  the  prudence  and 
sound  judgment  which  you  have  evinced.  It  would 
have  been  a  miserable  want  of  firmness  had  you  yielded 
to  clamour,  and  risked  your  ships,  and  sacrificed  many 
valuable  lives,  in  an  attempt  to  destroy,  by  naval  means, 
works  which  were  certain  to  fall  to  an  attack  by  land. 
The  work  has  been  well  done,  and  I  gladly  give  you  the 
utmost,  credit  for  it." 

On  the  17th  of  October,  Sir  James  Graham,  in  answer 
to  a  letter  from  the  Admiral,  writes :  "  You  refer  to  my 
letters  at  the  end  of  August,  as  contemplating  then  the 
early  termination  of  active  operations  in  the  Baltic  for 
this  year.  I  was  not  prepared,  even  at  that  time,  for 
the  immediate  departure  of  the  French  army  after  the 
capture  of  Bomarsund,  and  I  pointed  out  to  you  Abo, 
Sweaborg,  and  Revel,  as  points  which,  with  military 
aid,  were  open  to  attack.  Much  less  was  I  prepared  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  squadron  from  the  com- 
bined naval  operations  almost  instantaneously  with  the 
departure  of  the  army,  so  soon  as  Bomarsund  had  been 


destroyed."  And  he  refers  to  a  report  made  by  General 
Jones,  to  the  effect  that  Sweaborg  might  be  successfully 
attacked,  in  which  opinion  Gen.  Baraguay  d'Hilliers 
had  concurred.  Sir  James  Graham  closes  this  letter  by 
remarking.that  an  effort  should  have  been  made  by  the 
combined  forces  of  the  allies,  but  that  as  the  French 
squadron  was  on  its  way  home,  nothing  now  remained 
but  gradually  to  withdraw  the  line  of  battle-ships,  and 
to  await  the  moment  when  ice  should  enclose  the  Russian 
fleet  within  the  Gulf  of  Finland  for  the  winter. 

Sir  Charles's  reply  is  dated  from  Kiel,  on  the  27th  of 
October.     He  tells  Sir  James  Graham  that  on  the  29th 
of  August  he  announced  to  him  the  intention  of  the 
French  General  to  withdraw  the  troops.    "  I  agreed  (he 
says)    with   the   French   General    and    Admiral,    that 
Sweaborg  could  not  be  attacked  at  this  season  of  the 
year;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  had  we  moved 
the   troops  and  ships  up  to  Miolo  Roads,  and  landed 
5000  men,  we  should  not  have  brought  off  one  man,  and 
how  many  ships  wc  should   have  lost  I  cannot  say." 
And  he  observes  that  after  the  capture  and  destruction 
of  Bomarsund  till  he  left  Nargen,  there  had  not  been 
three   days   fit   for   operations   that   required   seven  or 
eight.     Sir  C.  Napier  denies  that  the  decision  not  to 
attack  Sweaborg  was  taken  on  the  spot,  and   declares 
that  General  Jones's  report  made  no  change  whatever  in 
their    opinions.      Sir    Charles   further   adds,   that   the 
opinions  of  the  French  General  and  General  Jones  were 
entirely  opposed  to  each  other,  and  not  in  accordance,  as 
Sir   J.  Graham   had   stated.      Sir  Charles  goes  on   to 
observe  :  "  The  truth  is,  the  troops  came  too  late — too 
many   for   Bomarsund,  too   few   for    Sweaborg.      The 
cholera  got  amongst  them.     General  Jones  made  a  pro- 
posal  which   the   Generals   declined   acting   on.      The 
people  in  England  were  dissatisfied,  and,  as  some  one 
must  be  blamed,  the  Government  want  to  throw  it  on 
me,  but  I  will   not  accept  it."     Referring  again  to  the 
lateness   of  the   season   and   the   continuation    of    bad 
weather,  the  Admiral  says  :  "  Had  people  considered  one 
moment,  they  would  have  seen  the  impracticability  of  the 
attempt;  but] they  thought  Sebastopol  was  taken,  and  I 
must  take  Sweaborg,  Revel,  and  Cronstadt.     After  the 
French  Generals  had  reconnoitred  Sweaborg,  I  examined 
it  again,  and  sent  home  my  opinion  as  to  how  it  ought  to 
be  attacked — by  ships,  batteries,  gun-boats,  mortar-boats, 
&c,  at  great  length  ;  and  the  Admiralty,  as  if  anxious 
to  get  up  a  case  against  me,  take  it  into  their  heads  that 
I  meant  to  attack   it   with   the   fleet  alone,  and  were 
going  to  send  back  the  French  squadron  and  Admiral 
Plumridge's  ships  ;  and  though  I  have  remonstrated, 
they  persist  in  still  thinking  so,  and  you,  Sir  James, 
seem  to  have   fallen    into   the   same    error.     You  say, 
'  then  came  your  own  second  reconnaissance ,  and  a  plan 
of  naval  attack,  which  you  considered  practicable.'  Had 
I  seen  the  smallest  chance   of  success,  I  should  have 
attacked  without  the  French,  but  I  did  not ;  and  surely 
my  opinion  is  worth  more  than  a  general  of  engineers  ; 
but  the  Admiralty  seem  to  think  different.   The  general 
talked  of   destroying   Sweaborg  in  two  hours.      It   is 
much  more  likely  the  ships  would  have  been  set  fire  to 
by  red-hot  shot  and  shells,  and  some  of  them  on  shore 
by  that  time.     Be  assured  it  is  a  most  difficult  place  to 
attack,  and  whoever  does  it  will  have  a  hard  nut  to 
crack.     No  admiral  has,  as  yet,  ventured  to  attack  such 
a  fortress,  defended  as  it   is   by  art  and  nature.     The 
sunken  rocks  alone,  combined  with  the  smoke  from  the 
guns  and  steamers,  is  no  bad  defence."     After  replying 
to  some  observations  of  Sir  J.  Graham,  respecting  the 
risks  and  dangers  of  warfare,  Sir  C.  Napier  reminds  the 
First  Lord  of  his  previous  commendations  on  the  score 
of    the   Adinival's   prudence:    "All   the   summer,  Sir 
James,  you  were  cautioning  me,  and  so  were  the  Go- 
vernment, not  to  risk  my  ships  against  stone  walls,  for 
which  you  had  a  great  respect,  and  praising  me  for  the 
manner  I  had  conducted  the  fleet ;  now  winter  is  come, 
you  are  dissatisfied  at  my  not  doing  impossibilities ;  and 
as  the  people   are   not   satisfied,  the   Government   are 
preparing  to  abandon  me,  because  I  will  not  follow  the 
advice  of  a  general,  contrary  to  that  of  my  own  ad- 
mirals, and  diametrically  opposite  to  the  opinion  of  the 
French  general  of  engineers,  and  attack  a  fortress  at  a 
season  of  the  year  when  it  is  more   than   probable   I 
should  have  lost  half  my  fleet."     Sir  Charles  winds  up 
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as  follows :  "lam  conscious  of  having  done  my  duty, 
and  if  you  are  dissatisfied,  you  can  bring  me  to  a  court- 
martial,  or  remove  me,  as  I  before  mentioned  to  the 
Admiralty.  I  am  very  far  from  well,  and  I  assure  you 
this  correspondence  has  not  improved  my  health,  and  I 
am  suffering  much  from  cold." 

To  this  letter  Sir  James  Graham  rejoined  :  "  I  am 
very  unwilling  to  be  involved  in  a  written  controversy 
with  you,  but  you  have  brought  it  on  yourself,  by  your 
report  of  the  25th  of  September,  after  your  second 
reconnaissance  of  Sweaborg.  That  report  appeared  to 
me  to  be  entirely  at  variance  with  the  opinions  pre- 
viously expressed  by  you,  and  I  certainly  understood 
you  then  to  say,  that  if  you  had  mortars,  rockets,  and 
Lancaster  guns,  you  considered  Sweaborg  assailable  by 
sea.  In  May  you  declared  it  to  be  unassailable  by  sea 
or  land,  and  the  Admiralty  did  not  send  to  you  the 
appliances  which,  in  Sept.,  you  declared  to  be  wanting, 
because  they  believed,  from  your  account,  they  would 
be  useless  against  a  place  which  in  the  first  instance 
you  pronounced  to  be  impregnable.  I  could  not  bring 
myself  to  believe  that  the  want  of  Lancaster'  guns,  or 
even  of  mortars,  rendered  a  sea  attack,  on  your  plan  of 
the  25th  Sept.,  impossible,  if  you  had  25  sail  of  the 
line  assembled  before  the  place,  with  all  their  means  of 
vertical  fire.  I  am  sincerely  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are 
unwell.  I  hope  that  Kiel  harbour  and  milder  air  will 
restore  you  to  health." 

In  the  last  of  the  series,  written  from  Kiel,  Nov.  6, 
Sir  C.  Napier  says  :  '*  There  is  not  a  word  in  either  my 
public  or  private  letters  that  justifies  the  construction 
that  you  and  the  Admiralty  have  thought  proper  to  put 
on  them.  My  letter  in  answer  to  their  lordships'  last 
despatch  is  plain  enough ;  but  if  their  lordships  think 
proper  to  deliberate  on  one  part  of  my  letter,  and  ignore 
another  part,  I  can  only  protest  against  it ;  and  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  defend  myself  against  any  unjust 
attacks  that  are  made  against  me.  Enough  has  not 
been  done  to  satisfy  an  impatient  public,  as  you  called 
them — some  one  must  be  blamed,  and  I  am  the  chosen 
one  ;  but  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  be  crushed,  because 
I  could  not  do  impossibilities.  All  this  stir  has  been 
caused  by  the  reports  of  two  engineers  (one  French  and 
the  other  English),  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other; 
in  addition  to  which  was  the  report  of  the  capture  of 
Sebastopol,  not  yet  taken,  though  the  fleet  there  is 
assisted  by  an  army  of  70,000  men,  in  a  fine  climate  ; 
and  I  have  been  expected  to  take  places  much  stronger 
with  a  fleet  alone  ;  and  the  same  people  who  so  often 
warned  me  against  unnecessarily  risking  my  fleet,  are 
now  dissatisfied  because  I  did  not  expose  them  to  cer- 
tain destruction.  I  have  gone  through  the  world  with 
honour  and  credit  to  myself;  and,  just  as  I  am  about  to 
leave  it,  unworthy  attempts  are  being  made  to  ruin  my 
reputation ;  but  they  will  fail,  and  recoil  on  them- 
selves." 


Advices  from  Paris  state  that  another  attempt  has 
been  made  on  the  life  of  the  Emperor.  On  Saturday 
evening,  the  8th  inst.,  his  Majesty  visited  the  Italian 
Theatre.  The  first  carriage  of  the  cortege,  containing 
Count  Bacciochi,  attracted  little  or  no  attention.  The 
second  carriage,  which  followed  at  an  interval  of  some 
minutes,  contained  the  Ladies  of  Honour.  An  old 
soldier  of  the  Empire,  who  happened  to  be  standing 
near  and  whom  the  sight  of  the  imperial  liveries  excites 
to  enthusiasm,  shouted  out  "  Vive  l'Empereur !  "  with 
much  ado.  Hearing  this,  ayoungman  stepped  forward, 
a  small  pistol  in  each  hand,  levelled  at  the  carriage ; 
but  before  he  could  fire  them,  the  police  had  rushed  up 
and  struck  them  down,  causing  the  balls  to  pass  under 
the  carriage.  The  assassin  was  instantly  arrested.  A 
few  minutes  afterwards,  the  Emperor  drove  up,  as  calm 
as  usual ;  and  his  appearance  in  the  theatre  was  a  signal 
for  a  burst  of  cheers.  The  assassin  was  taken  to  the 
Prefecture  of  Police  and  examined,  when  it  was  found 
that  bis  name  was  Bellemare,  and  that  he  was  unques- 
tionably a  maniac.  He  will  therefore  not  be  brought  to 
trial,  but  kept  in  confinement  as  insane. 

An  Imperial  decree  has  appeared  in  the  Moniteur, 
raising  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  French  army  in 
the  Crimea  to  the  dignity  of  a  Marshal  of  France. 

General  Canrobert  has  declined  the  offer  of  a  Marshal's 


buton,  on  the  plea  that  his  acceptance  would  diminish 
the  glory  of  Marshal  Pelissier. 

A  most  lamentable  accident  took  place  on  Sunday 
night,  the  9th  inst.,  on  the  Versailles  Railroad.  The 
passenger  train  returning  from  Versailles  came  in  colli- 
sion with  a  luggage  train  quite  close  to  the  Paris  station, 
which  actually  cut  it  in  two.  Several  carriages  were 
broken  to  atoms,  and  several  lives  have  been  lost ;  nine 
killed  on  the  spot,  and  seventeen  badly  hurt,  are  ad- 
mitted by  the  directors.  Two  young  girls,  sisters,  had 
their  legs  cut  clean  off,  and  among  others  the  body  of  a 
man  was  found  with  both  legs  cut  off,  and  a  child  stifled 
by  the  death  embrace  in  his  arms.  The  spot  where  the 
accident  occurred  was  covered  with  blood.  A  child  only 
eighteen  days  old  was  killed  in  the  arms  of  its  mother, 
who  had  a  leg  fractured.  The  father  was  on  the  roof, 
and  at  the  moment  of  the  collision  leaped  on  the  ground, 
and  only  received  some  contusions. 

Intelligence  from  Florence  gives  terrible  accounts  of 
the  ravages  of  the  cholera.  No  less  than  11,000  persons 
have,  it  is  stated,  been  carried  off  in  the  month  of 
August.  The  population  of  the  city,  which  is  on  an 
average  100,000,  is  now  reduced  to  60,000  by  death  and 
flight.  It  is  affirmed  that  ten  persons  were  lately  buried 
alive.  The  horrible  fact  was  lately  brought  to  light  in 
this  way  : — An  Italian  warehouse-keeper  in  Palazzuolo 
(a  faubourg  of  Florence)  was  buried  for  dead  in  the 
Trespiano  Cemetery,  with  many  other  supposed  corpses 
in  a  common  grave.  He  awoke  to  a  sense  of  conscious- 
ness, and  so  thin  was  the  covering  of  sandy  earth  above 
him,  that  he  made  his  way  out  to  the  surface.  Still 
weak,  he  lived  for  three  days  on  roots  in  the  forest 
which  surrounds  the  graveyard.  At  length  he  recovered 
strength  sufficient  .to  reach  his  house,  where  he  startled 
his  family,  who  were  in  mourning  for  him.  He  assured 
them  that  he  distinctly  felt  the  bodies  of  numerous 
people  interred  with  him  moving  about.  The  grave 
was  consequently  opened,  and  it  was  found  that  many 
had  stirred,  and  several  of  them  had  bitten  their  fingers 
in  agony,  and  otherwise  injured  themselves.  They  were 
all  dead  when  the  investigation  was  made.  The  utmost 
excitement  prevailed  on  the  subject  among  the  popula- 
tion. 


The  accounts  from  Naples  represent  the  cruelties  of 
the  government  as  being  so  intolerable  as  to  threaten  a 
popular  explosion.  The  Paris  Presse  describes  the  judi- 
cial murder  of  one  of  the  political  prisoners,  vouching 
for  the  tnjth  of  the  statement.  "  Everybody  now  knows 
of  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  Lorenzo,  who  was  basti- 
nadoed for  having  replied  with  dignity  to  the  insults  of 
the  sbirro  Campagna.  It  should  be  known  that  Lorenzo's 
bourreaux  were  ordered  to  pause  four  minutes  between 
every  blow  of  the  stick,  and  the  number  of  blows 
awarded  was  one  hundred !  The  surgeon  in  attendance 
remonstrated  after  the  fiftieth  stroke,  and  declared  that 
if  the  punishment  was  carried  further  death  must  in- 
evitably ensue.  But  neither  the  generous  intervention 
of  the  surgeon  nor  the  piercing  shrieks  of  the  victim 
could  stay  the  executioners.  The  hundred  blows  were 
scrupulously  administered,  the  four  minutes'  interval 
being  observed  throughout ;  and,  after  a  torture  which 
lasted  seven  hours,  the  unfortunate  man  was  trans- 
ported to  the  prison  hospital.  -  ere  he  very  speedily 
expired."  It  is  said  that  thi  ;  ,/iing  king  has  at  length, 
in  consequence  of  the  agitation  at  home  and  remon- 
strances from  abroad,  found  himself  compelled  to  dis- 
miss Mazza,  the  Director  of  Police,  the  chief  agent  of 
his  atrocities. 


The  reign  of  the  young  king  of  Portugal,  Don  Pedro 
the  Fifth,  was  formally  inaugurated  on  the  16th,  at 
Lisbon.  Appearing  before  the  Cortes,  the  king  declared 
his  adhesion  to  the  policy  of  the  Cabinet,  and  gave  it 
his  confidence.  His  accession  was  welcomed  by  the 
people  with  joyful  demonstrations ;  and  the  British 
men-of-war,  Neptune,  Sanspareil,  and  Rosamond, 
arrived  just  in  time  to  fire  the  salute  that  courtr  v 
requircd.  The  electric  telegraph  was  used  for  the  fiist 
time  to  notify  the  accession  to  Europe. 

The  Spanish  Cortes  are  to  meet  on  the  1st  of  October. 
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The  Clamor  Publico,  of  the  15th  inst.,  confirms  the 
statement  already  made  that  the  proposed  alliance  with 
the  Western  Powers  will  be  the  first  question  submitted 
to  the  Cortes  by  the  government  on  their  re-assembling. 
It  adds  that  in  the  event  of  intervention  being  resolved 
on,  the  expedition  to  be  sent  against  the  Russians  will 
be  under  General  Zavala  or  General  Prim. 


The  New  York  papers  state  that  the  Hon.  Abbott 
Lawrence  died  at  Boston  on  the  18th  ult.,  aged  sixty- 
three  years.  The  deceased  gentleman  was,  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  President  Filmore's  term  of  office,  Ameri- 
can Minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James's.  The  citizens 
of  Boston  had  held  a  meeting  in  order  to  determine  on 
a  fitting  testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  his  character 
and  public  services. 

A  bill  of  a  very  stringent  character,  in  relation  to 
Abolitionists,  has  been  brought  before  the  Kansas  Legis- 
lature. It  provides  that  every  person  who  shall  be  con- 
victed of  causing  a  rebellion  of  slaves,  free  negroes,  or 
mulattoes,  or  of  doing  any  act  in  furtherance  thereof, 
shall  suffer  death. 

The  Women's  Rights  Convention  had  met  at  Sara- 
toga. The  strong-minded  ladies  assembled  in  full  force. 
The  proceedings  presented  nothing  new. 

At  Baltimore  a  desperate  rencontre  had  taken  place 
between  several  rival  fire  companies  of  that  city.  During 
the  fight  not  fewer  than  fifty  pistol  shots  were  heard, 
but  no  loss  of  life  is  reported. 

Accounts  from  New  Orleans  represent  that  the  yellow 
fever  was  raging  with  increasing  virulence,  391  persons 
having  fallen  victims  to  the  scourge  during  the  week. 
Yellow  fever  was  also  raging  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 
Virginia.  In  these  towns  nearly  all  business  was  sus- 
pended and  great  destitution  prevailed.  The  merchants 
of  New  York  had  subscribed  sums  of  money  in  aid  of 
the  sufferers. 

The  State  Rights  and  Southern  Rights  Anti-Know- 
nothing  citizens  of  Charleston  had  held  a  meeting  and 
issued  a  manifesto  in  the  form  of  resolutions.  Amongst 
the  resolutions,  it  was  declared  that  South  Carolina 
would  part  from  the  Union  rather  than  give  up  the 
safety,  "  the  domestic  tranquillity,  rights,  and  honour 
of  the  Slaveholding  States,"  or  sanction  any  prohibition 
upon  the  slavery  of  any  future  State, — specifically  men- 


tioning Utah  and  New  Mexico.  Strong  sympathy  was  ex- 
pressed for  "  the  friends  of  the  Slavery  cause  in  Kansas." 


Accounts  from  Mexico  mention  the  abdication  and 
flight  of  Santa  Anna.  He  left  the  city  of  Mexico  on 
the  9th  ult.,  signed  his  abdication  at  Perote,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  embarked  on  the  17th 
ult.  for  Havannah.  He  was  escorted  in  his  flight  by 
2500  troops,  but  shortly  after  leaving  the  capital  one- 
third  of  tliem  revolted,  killed  several  of  the  officers,  and 
then  joined  the  revolutionists  ;  on  arriving  at  Vera  Cruz 
another  revolt  broke  out,  but  a  single  regiment  conti- 
nued faithful  to  their  fallen  chief,  and  the  mutineers 
were  vanquished  and  fled  in  confusion.  With  reference 
to  the  reconstruction  of  the  government,  it  appears, 
however,  that  the  plan  of  Alvarez  has  been  adopted, 
and  that  General  Carro  is  Provisional  President,  and 
General  La  Vege  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army, 
instead  of  Santa  Anna,  who  left  the  capital,  on  the  pre- 
tence of  quelling  the  insurrection  in  Vera  Cruz.  The 
office  of  the  Universal  and  forty  other  buildings  had 
been  demolished  by  the  populace  during  the  excitement 
consequent  upon  Santa  Anna's  departure.  The  military 
interfered,  killing  forty  persons  and  wounding  a  large 
number.  The  statue  of  Santa  Anna  had  been  torn  down 
and  trampled  upon  by  the  people.  Delegates  met  in 
the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  10th,  who  elected  General 
Carro  president  for  six  months,  and  also  ordained  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  Advices  from  Cuba  to  the  23rd 
state  that  her  Majesty's  ship  Daring  was  at  Vera  Cruz, 
for  the  purpose  of  embarking  Santa  Anna  on  his  arrival, 
and  that  a  Spanish  steamer  had  been  likewise  placed  at 
his  service. 


From  China  we  learn  that  the  insurgents  were  losing 
ground  in  the  north.  The  bloodshed  at  Canton  during 
the  last  few  weeks  had  been  most  appalling.  About 
10,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shaou-king  a  short  time 
since  gave  themselves  up  to  the  mercy  of  the  Imperial 
authorities  (that  city  having  been  evacuated  by  the 
rebels).  They  were  conveyed  to  Canton,  and  treated 
with  the  greatest  brutality  for  some  weeks,  when  they 
were  ordered  for  execution,  and  have  been  got  rid  of  at 
the  rate  of  700  or  800  a  day,  several  of  whom  were 
skinned  alive. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


A  few  lines  will  suffice  to  describe  the  publications  of 
the  past  month  in  general  literature  ;  the  major  part 
having  been  serials  and  new  editions,  which  it  does  not 
fall  within  ouv  purpose  to  include.  Apart  from  these, 
only  the  following  claim  mention.  Dr.  Lindley  Kemp  has 
published  two  volumes  entitled  The  Phasis  of  Matter, 
and  containing  an  outline  of  the  discoveries  and  appli- 
cations of  modern  chemistry.  General  Klapka  has 
published  his  views  regarding  the  origin  and  manage- 
ment of  The  War  in  the  East,  from  the  year  1853  up 
to  July  1855.  In  the  corrected  edition  of  Lord  Broug- 
ham's works,  the  first  volume  of  the  Sketches  of  States- 
men has  been  given,  with  a  very  curious  selection  from 
the  correspondence  of  George  the  -  "d  with  Lord 
North.  Mr.  Bell  has  added  another  volume  of  Chaucer 
to  his  Annotated  English  Poets.  Mr.  Edward  Baines 
has  contributed  to  the  Traveller's  Library  A  Visit  to 
the  Vaudois  of  Piedmont.  Mr.  Murray  has  issued, 
very  a  propos  for  those  who  had  occasion  to  be  present 
at  the  celebration  of  Don  Pedro  the  Fifth's  majority,  A 
Handbook  for  Portugal.  Doctor  Walter  Lewis  has  pub- 
lished a  timely  Report  of  the  laws  and  ordonnances  in 
force  in  France  for  theregulation  of  noxious  trades  and  oc- 
cupations. Doctor  Churchill  Babington  has  reproduced 
a  fee-simile  of  a  very  curious  little  tract  of  the  early  re- 
formers in  Italy,  once  one  of  the  commonest,  and  since 
one  of  the  very  rarest,  books  in  the  world,  The  Benefit 
of  Christ's  Death.  It  is  very  completely  edited,  and  be- 
sides the  fac-simile  of  the  old  print  of  the  original,  and 
a  learned  historical  introduction,  contains  a  French 
translation  printed  in  1556,  and  also  an  English  version 


made  in  15-18  by  Edward  Courteney,  Earl  of  Devon- 
shire, and  now  recovered  from  a  manuscript  in  the  Uni- 
versity library  at  Cambridge.  Mr.  P.  G.  Hamerton 
has  put  forth  a  volume  of  poems,  The  Tales  of  Loch  Awe, 
abundantly  illustrated  with  clever  wood-cuts  of  his  own 
design.  Mr.  B.  H.  Smart  has  written  an  Essay  on 
Locke's  Philosophy,  which  he  entitles  Thought  and  Lan- 
guage. Mr.  Samuel  Lewis  has  described,  in  a  little 
volume  alphabetically  arranged,  The  Biros  of  England 
and  Wales,  particularising  their  respective  courses,  their 
most  striking  scenery,  and  the  chief  places  of  interest  on 
their  banks.  An  historical  poem  called  Olga,  illustrating 
Russia  in  the  tenth  century,  has  been  published.  A  vo- 
lume of  biblical  narrative  and  criticism,  from  the  Rev. 
E.  D.  Rendell,  has  been  devoted  to  the  Post  Diluvian 
History  from  the  Flood  to  the  Call  of  Abraham.  Capt. 
Hardy  has  published  in  two  volumes  his  Sporting  Ad- 
ventures in  the  New  World.  Mr.  T.  Baker  has  pub- 
lished a  treatise  on  the  Laic  Eclating  to  Burials.  Dr. 
Collier  has  translated  Aristotle  on  the  Vital  Principle, 
from  the  original  text,  and  has  appended  notes  to  it.  A 
second  series  of  Sermons  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Brighton, 
has  been  edited  by  his  brother.  And,  to  close  our  li«t, 
the  following  novels  and  tales  have  appeared: — Lizzie 
Leigh  and  other  stories,  by  the  author  of  "  Mary  Bar- 
ton;"  My  First  Season,  by  the  author  of  "Charles 
Auchester;"  Blenheim,  or  What  came  of  Troubling 
the  Waters,  by  Mr.  E.  Elliott;  and  Percy  Blake,  or 
the  Young  Rifleman,  by  Capt.  Rafter;- — the  last  only 
being  in  three  volumes,  the  rest  occupying  each  a  single 
volume. 
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COMMEECIAL    RECORD. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  15th  inst,  £13,C9S,455. 

LATEST   LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stud.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9    I  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    14 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  16    0    |  Mexican  dollars,        ,,       4  llg 

Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 0-1S  prern.  I  New  York 0'42  disct. 

Hamburgh 0'59  prem.  | 

Eauk  Rate  of  Discount,  44  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

914 
92£ 
92| 

*lV 

21S 

17  pui. 
30  pm. 

90i 

914 
91J 

4 
216 

2  dis.  -j 

10 

894-89 

8S1 
S9 

4 

216-218 
2dis.  par 

4  dis. 
Ss.tolOs. 

Paid. 


100 
11-6-3 
100 
100 
20 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Su.  ftWn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

9Si 

95 

96J 

7 

6* 

64 

63i 

60i 

59  ex.  d. 

50 

54 

51  ex.  d. 

11 

9* 

H 

102 

100 

100 

ss 

86i 

85| 

57i 

544 

54i 

81| 

75i 

753 

944 

913 

912 

85 

S2 

81J 

69i 

64 

64 

60 

57 

56i 

Receipts 

since 
Jan.  1. 


419,965 

44,262 

357,778 

1,008,136 
686,359 
195,290 
617,370 
789,299 
633,234 

1,723,2S3 
450,683 
S28,233 
542,296 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Belgian  44  per  cent.,  954 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.  ,102 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  103  j 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  100-1 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  64-66 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  94-97 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  21  f 
Peruvian  3  per  cent. ,  74-76 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  4-5 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  97-99 
Spanish  3  percent.,  194 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  84-S6 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  .Juuet.,  2  dis. 
Great  W.  of  Canada,  244, 
Great  Luxembourg,  3J 
Northern  of  France,  344 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.,  9 
Paris  and  Orleans,  46 
Paris  and  Lyons,  43| 
Paris  and  Rouen,  51 
Rouen  and  Havre,  27i 
West  Flanders,  3|-4 
West  of  France,  11 


Mines. 


Linares  

Nouveau  Monde 


,  ex.  d.  74 


1  Quartz  Rock     i 

I  St.  John  Del  Roy    2S 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australian 1 

Colonial  Gold 3 

Great  Nugget    4 

Port  Philip i 

South  Australian 4 

Railways. 

Bombay  and  Baroda 1  pm. 

East  Indian 23 

Do.,     Extension  ....     2 

Indian  Peninsula 5| 

Madras 194 


Banks. 

Australasian ex.  d.  S7-S9 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust 17.1 

Lond.  Chart,  of  Aust. . .  194-20 

South  Australian 40-41 

Union  of  Australia 70-694 

Steam  Companies. 

Australasian  Pacific    7 

Australian  Royal  Mail    . .  73 

Eastern  Steam  Navig 

General  Screw  St.  Ship  . 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav. . 


18 

67 


Australian  Agricultural  ..30 

Van  Diemen's  Land 14 

South  Australian  Land   ..364 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 

North  Brit.  Australian  . .    i 

Peel  River  Land    24 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest.   . .  1| 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 
ending— 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oa 

s. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

s.      d 

s.      d. 

s. 

d. 

s.      d. 

s.       d. 

*.      .'. 

Aug.    25 

78      7 

34       5 

27 

6 

43       6 

46      4 

40       0 

Sept.    1 

72      7 

34       9 

29 

3 

42      7 

46      9 

38       8 

—       S 

74    10 

35       0 

28 

2 

42     11 

47     10 

39      4 

—     15 

76      9 

35       3 

2S 

6 

45       3 

4S       0 

43       5 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


s.        s. 

68  to  70 
35  —  37 
27  —  34 
63  — SO 


Malt,  Pale,      per  qr. 

Malting  Barley  ,,     . 

Oats,  best,  ,, 

Wheat,  White,    „     . 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  70  —  72 
Country  household  60  —  6'i 
American,  perbarl.  40  —  46 

Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  40  —  42 

Bread,  per  4  lbs. —  d.        d. 


104  to  11 
94  — 10 


S.      d.      S. 

3     4  to  4 
3  10  — 5 

3     4  —  5 
3     6  —  4 


0  11  — 1  14 

1  Oi  — 1  1 

2  2"  — 2  10 

—  2  7 

—  1  10 

—  2  0 


1  0 

0  6 

1  7 


Best  Wheaten 

Household . . . 
Cattle — 

Beasts,    per  st. 

Calves   ..     ,, 

Sheep    ..     ,, 

Kgs 

Wool,  per  lb. — 

South  Downs.. 

Kentish  fleeces 

German  Prima 

Australian 

Cape 

Spanish  . . 

Metals. 
Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  126?. 
Iron,    Pigs,    H.    2s.  to   6(.   0s. 

Rails,  8(.  5s.      Lead,  English 

Pig,  25!.  0s.     Steel,  Swedish 

Keg,    IS!.    10s.    to    19!.    0s. 

Tin,    English  block,    126/. ; 

Bauca,    126!.  ;   Speller,   23!. 

17s.       Quicksilver,    per    lb., 

Is.  lOd. 

Provisions. 
Bacon,  p.  cwt. — Irish,  71s.  to 

73s. ;  American,  5Ss.  to  62s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  6d.  to  4s.  id.  ;  Irish  India, 

per  tr.,  160s.  ;Hanibro\  170s.; 

American,  140s.  to  150s. 
Butter — Dorset,  p.  cwt.,10Ss. 

to  112s. ;  Irish,  90s.  to  104s. ; 

Dutch,  9Ss.  to  100s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per  cwt., 

72s.  to  S4s.;  Wiltshire,  62s.  to 

78s.  ;  Dutch,  58s.  to  60s. 
Hams  — York,    Sis.  to   100s.; 

Irish,    70s.    to   7Ss.  ;     West- 
phalia, 74s.  to  78s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

S  lb.,  3s.  St?,  to  4s.  10t!. 
Potatoes, perton,  Scotch  reds, 

75s.  toSOs.;  Regts,  70s.  to  75s. 
Pork,     per   8  lb.,   4s.    0c(.    to 

5s  ' 
Veal,  4s.  4  I.  to  4s.  Sd. 
Lame,  4s.  id.  to  is.  Sd. 


I.  s.  ?.  s. 
Hay....  per  load  3  15  to  6  S 
Clover..  „  4  15  — 6  10 
Straw..        „         1     S  — 1  13 

Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  121.  0s. 
to  131.  10s.  :  Rape  cake, 
do.,  71.  10s. ;  Bones,  perqr., 
II.  Is.  to  11.  is. 


Hops.— Kents,    75s.    to   120 
Sussex,  75s.  to  S4s. 

Poultry — Capons,  3s.  6d.   1 


4s.  Od. ; 
3s.  Od. ; 
2s.  3d. ; 
2s.  9d. ; 
7s.  Od. 


Fowls,  2s.  Od. 
Chicks,  Is.  9''.  to 
Ducks,  2s.  6a.  to 
Geese.  5s.  61?.  to 
Turkeys,   Os.  Oct. ; 


Pigeons,  6tf.  to  Sd. 

Hides,  &c.  —  Market,  961b., 
44d.  to  5d.  ;  ditto,  Horse- 
hides,  salted,  6s.  6d.  to 
0s.  Qd.  each. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  perton,  57!.;  Sperm, 
119!.;  Pale  Seal,  54!.  10s.; 
Rape,  63!.  to  63(.  10s.  ;  Co- 
coa-nut, 43!.  to  43!.  10s.; 
Palm,  40!.;  Linseed,  4S(.  10s. 


Tallow  - 
56!.  10s. 


•  Australian, 
;  Sheep,  56!. 


Beef, 


Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad.  40s. 
to  49s.  ;  Bahia,  40s.  to  4.2*-. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 50s.  Od.  to52s.  0d.;  Do., 
Plantation.  54s.  to  5Ss.  ;  Mo- 
cha, S2s.  to  91s. ;  Jamaica, 
64s.  to  85s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  24s.  Od.  to  46s.  Od.  ; 
Bengal,  13s.  Od.  to  17s.  3t!. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
2Ss.  Od.  to  L'Os. '  6d. ;  Mau- 
ritius, 22s.  Gd.  to  30s.  0t!.  ; 
Bengal,  29s.  Od.  to  32s.  Od. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
52s.  Od.  to  0s.  Od.  ;  Bastards, 
39s.  Od.  to  44s.  Od. ;  Crushed, 
4Ss.  to  49s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  0d.)— 
Cougou,  Sid.  to  2s.  id. ; 
Souchong,  Is.  2rf.  to  2s.  6:?. ; 
Hyson,  Is.  (id.  to  2s.  Od. ; 
Assam,  Is.  Od.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

DEPARTURES  FROM   THE  UNITED   KINGDOM. 


1S55. 

To  July  31 

August  . 


Total  to  Aug.  31 


Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

42,998 
2,759 

12,  ISO 
2,331 

59,115 
9,699 

1.4S3 
288 

45,757 

14.S11 

68,814 

1,771 

Total. 

116,076 

15,077 

131,153 


Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney .  . . 
Adelaide . . 
HobartTn. 


Cabin. 


£30  to  £60 
40  —  60 
30  —  65 
40  —   65 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£20  to  £30 
IS  —  32 
20  —  35 
25  —   35 


Steerage. 


£15  to  £21 
15  —  20 
IS  —  21 
20  —  22 


5  Is.   to  55s. 
35    —    40 
35    —    40 
35    —    40 
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1855.] 


3d. 


NAERATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


At  a  Common  Hall,  on  the  29th  ult.,  Alderman  David 
Salomons  was  elected  Lord  Mayor  by  the  unanimous 
•vote  of  the  Livery.  He  is  the  first  Jewish  Lord  Mayor 
of  London.  In  returning  thanks,  he  observed  :  "  I 
cannot  forget  that  it  is  just  twenty  years  since,  for  the 
first  time,  I  was  elected  by  a  meeting  similar  to  this  to 
the  important  office  of  sheriff  of  London  and  Middlesex. 
Mighty  changes  have  occurred  since  then,  not  only  in 
this  country,  but  in  civilised  Europe  ;  but  they  all  speak 
more  or  less  of  progress  rather  than  retrogression.  I 
trust  -we  shall  still  find  that  a  desire  for  the  maintenance 
of  all  old  institutions  is  consistent  with  popular  rights, 
and,  above  all,  with  the  rights  of  conscience.  I  there- 
fore, without  wishing  to  occupy  more  of  your  time,  again 
thank  so  many  of  my  friends,  and  the  livery  in  general, 
for  coming  here  to-day  to  support  my  nomination  and 
election  to  the  important  office  which  I  now  fill.  Rest 
assured  that  I  will  do  my  utmost  in  every  respect  to  show 
that  I  am  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens." His  address  was  received  with  loud  and  general 
cheering. 

During  the  recess,  the  Political  Opinions  of  Ministers 
and  Members  of  Parliament  continue  to  be  delivered  at 
public  meetings  throughout  the  country. 

On  the  2oth  ult.,  Mr.  Baxter,  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Hume  in  the  representation  of  Montrose,  attended  a 
meeting  there,  to  give  his  constituents  an  account  of  his 
stewardship  during  the  past  session.  His  principal  topic, 
of  course,  was  the  War,  on  which  lie  made  some  pertinent 
remarks.  He  confessed  that  the  delays  and  dangers  of 
the  Crimean  campaign  had  only  served  to  strengthen 
his  conviction  how  absolutely  necessary  it  was  that 
France  and  England,  now  happily  united  in  the  van- 
guard of  civilisation  and  for  the  wellbeing  of  mankind, 
should  step  forward  to  resist  a  power,  great  though  semi- 
barbaric,  founded  on  the  serfdom  of  millions,  whose  out- 
posts, pushed  forward  so  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of 
neighbouring  states,  have  proved  stronger  than  we  ex- 
pected— who  believes  herself  the  champion  of  despotism 
— whose  voice,  hitherto  most  potential,  has  been  heard 
on  the  side  of  tyranny  and  misrule  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  conqueror  of  Hungary  (he  said),  when 
Austria  failed,  she  overawed  the  malcontents  of  Ger- 
many ;  she  exerted  an  all-powerful  influence  in  pre- 
venting constitutional  government  in  Denmark;  she 
coquets  with  the  Slave  States  of  America  ;  and  herspies 
ferment  treason  and  discord  in  every  country  where  the 
people  are  free.  Such  is  the  power  which,  since  the 
peace  of  1815,  owing  to  the  negligence  and  the  diplo- 
matic inferiority  of  her  superiors,  has  been  gradually 
acquiring  a  position  in  the  European  brotherhood  dan- 
gerous to  civilisation  and  the  liberties  of  mankind.  .  . 
.  .  .  Once  embarked  in  the  contest,  it  would  never 
have  done  for  us  to  have  patched  up  a  peace  when  no 
decisive  result  had  been  obtained.  No  man  feels  more 
deeply  than  I  do  the  miseries  which  this  desperate  fight 
before  Sebastopol  has  caused  ;  but,  had  the  two  hundred 
thousand  French,  English,  and  Sardinians  retired  from 
the  Crimea  without  having  effected  the  reduction  of  that 
proud  fortress,  which  ambition  and  the  lust  of  dominion 
raised,  think  you  would  the  objects  of  the  present  war 
have  been  attained  ?  Would  Turkey  have  been  safer 
than  before  the  Muscovites  crossed  the  Pruth  ?  Would 
the  Asiatic  tribes  have  lost  their  faith  in  Russian  invin- 
cibility ?     Would  not  the  news  of  our  failure  have  been 


carried  on  the  wings  of  the  wind  over  the  mountains  of 
Armenia  to  the  huts  of  the  Tartars,  across  the  plains  of 
Persia  to  the  frontiers  of  our  gigantic  empire  in  Hin- 
dostau  ?  But,  interposes  Mr.  Gladstone,  all  that  is  very 
true,  but  should  a  civilised  nation  fight  for  prestige  ? — I 
answer,  why  not  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  sad  and  gloomy 
day  for  mankind  when  England,  the  champion  of  civi- 
lisation and  freedom,  the  home  of  the  slave  and  the 
refuge  of  the  destitute,  loses  that  high  place  among  the 
nations,  that  reputation  for  being  all-powerful,  that 
prestige  if  you  will,  which  has  done  so  much,  and  I  hope 
will  do  much  more,  for  the  cause  of  humanity  and  the 
interests  of  our  race  ?  But  again,  object  the  peace  men, 
will  you  carry  on  war  merely  to  gain  victory  ? — Not,  as 
they  deceitfully  wish  it  to  be  supposed,  not  as  the  end 
but  as  the  means  to  the  end.  Until  Russia  sees  us  vic- 
torious, until  bitter  experience  teaches  her  that  all  her 
millions  and  her  territories  avail  nothing  against  the 
enlightenment  of  the  West,  in  my  humble  opinion  she 
will  never  consent  to  give  up  her  designs  of  conquest, 
and  will  never  agree  to  a  peace  which  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  her  intrigues  before  the  close  of  this  century." 

Mr.  Horsman  visited  Belfast  on  the  26th  ult.,  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners.  In 
his  speech  after  the  banquet  he  dwelt  upon  the  wonder- 
ful Improvement  in  the  Condition  of  Ireland.  "At 
the  famine  crisis  of  1847  and  1848, 1  took  a  deep  interest 
in  the  Irish  question,  and  sustained  an  obscure  and 
humble  part  in  the  discussion.  I  visited  Ireland  at  that 
period,  and  the  first  place  I  landed  at  was  Belfast.  But 
at  that  time  of  misery  and  suffering  I  saw  no  symptoms 
here  of  the  distress  I  had  heard  of  so  often  in  the  house 
of  commons.  This,  surely,  said  I,  is  not  Ireland — these 
are  not  Irishmen:  here  I  find  comfort,  wealth,  prosperity, 
and  intelligence.  I  went  farther  into  districts,  in  which 
it  was  not  possible  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the  misery 
I  witnessed.  Famine  and  hunger  stared  me  in  the  face 
on  all  sides  ;  human  beings  dying  of  positive  starvation, 
wherever  I  went,  from  one  end  of  Ireland  to  the  other ; 
miseiy,  poverty,  want,  destitution, — a  prospect  impos- 
sible to  contemplate  without  a  feeling  of  absolute  horror. 
Eight  years  have  passed  away,  and,  what  at  that  time 
could  not  have  been  foreseen,  my  next  visit  to  Ireland 
is  in  an  official  capacity,  and  I  am  charged  with  a  share 
in  its  administration ;  and  if  the  former  was  a  time  of 
difficulty,  there  is  a  contrast  now  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other  ;  and  I  believe  that  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years  there  is  not  a  country  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  has  made  such  a  rapid  and  sudden  advance- 
ment in  every  physical,  material,  moral,  intellectual, 
and  religious  aspect."  Referring  to  the  question  of 
'steam  communication  between  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain,  Mr.  Horsman  observed  that  any  government 
which  understands  the  interest  of  the  two  countries, 
before  many  years  are  over  must  ieel  the  nccessiiy  of 
establishing  a  short  passage  between  the  North  of 
Ireland  and  the  West  of  Scotland.  The  advantage,  he 
said,  of  having  the  speediest  communication  between 
shore  and  shore  is  not  to  be  calculated  by  any  sum  of 
money. 

Mr.  Vernon  Smith  appeared  on  the  27th  ult.  at  the 
dinner  of  the  Northamptonshire  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion, given  at  Kettering.  His  topic  was  the  War,  which 
he  vindicated,  and  which  he  said  must  be  continued. 
The  soldiers,  he  said,  and  the  British  people  had  done 
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their  duty  and  made  great  sacrifices,  but  he  could  not 
say  the  same  of  the  British  parliament.  "  Occasionally 
in  that  body  men  arose  who  were  indisposed  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  war ;  some  were  for  peace  at  any 
price,  and  some  were  for  war  at  half-price.  But  war 
could  not  be  had  at  half-price,  for  if  the  war  were 
starved  it  was  impossible  for  success  to  follow.  Others, 
again,  high  in  power,  were  for  war  while  it  was  pros- 
perous, but  shrank  from  pursuing  it  when  it  was  dis- 
astrous, and  did  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  those  whom 
they  had  plunged  into  war  to  extricate  them  by  what 
must  ever  be  considered  a  most  disastrous  peace.  Whilst 
such  was  the  state  of  things  at  home,  our  soldiers  abroad 
neverflinched, never  wavered,  and  werenow  triumphant. 
Many  a  man  at  home  had  been  saying  at  one  time  that 
we  couldn't,  and  at  another  that  we  shouldn't  or 
wouldn't,  take  Sebastopol ;  but  here  we  are  with  Sebas- 
topol  in  our  hands.  It  would  be  remembered,  however, 
that  though  Sebastopol  had  fallen,  the  time  had  not  yet 
arrived  when  we  could  safely  turn  our  swords  into 
ploughshares.  The  country  must  still  be  prepared  to 
give  its  money,  and  also  the  real  sinews  of  war,  in  fresh 
supplies  of  gallant  men,  to  carry  on  the  fight.  There 
must  now  be  no  hesitation,  no  wavering  ;  but  we  must 
gird  up  our  loins  for  the  fight,  and  put  our  trust  in  the 
god  of  battles." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  presided,  on  the 
2nd  inst.,  over  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Radnorshire 
Agricultural  Society.  In  proposing  the  toast,  "  The 
Allied  Fleets  and  Armies,"  he  reviewed  the  Events  of 
the  War  during  the  Past  Year.  "  It  is  now  just  about 
a  year  since  the  expedition  upon  which  the  eyes  of  all 
England  and  all  Europe  are  riveted — the  expedition  to 
Sebastopol  —  sailed.  That  expedition  was  perhaps 
framed  with  rather  sanguine  views  of  the  possibility  of 
success,  considering  the  numbers  by  which  it  was  under- 
taken. Nevertheless,  it  would  have  been  possible  for 
it  to  have  succeeded  very  shortly  after  the  landing  of  the 
allied  armies.  Such  success  was  within  the  range,  I 
will  not  say  of  possibility,  but  of  probability.  The  san- 
guine hopes  of  those  who  contrived  and  ordered  the 
expedition  were  not,  however,  fulfilled.  We  saw  the 
painful  spectacle  of  our  gallant  army  during  last 
winter  exposed  to  such  trials,  to  such  hardships,  and  to 
such  privations,  as  scarcely  any  civilised  army  was  ever 
before  exposed  to.  We  were  told  that  those  hardships 
and  privations  were  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the 
neglect  or  the  want  of  skill  in  those  who  guided  and 
those  who  governed  and  provided  for  the  wants  of  that 
expedition.  I  am  not  now  going  to  enter  into  that 
much-debated,  much-discussed,  and  much-controverted 
question.  I  will  only  shortly  express  to  you  my  opinion 
— an  opinion  not  founded  on  superficial  grounds — that  a 
large  portion  of  the  sufferings  of  our  army  was  owing 
rather  to  the  inherent  difficulties  of  the  expedition  itself, 
rather  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  undertaken,  rather 
to  the  failure  of  immediate  success,  than  to  any  want  of 
ability  or  of  skill  in  the  persons  who  immediately  super- 
intended it.  I  don't  mean  to  exculpate  all  the  persons 
who  were  concerned  in  the  government  of  that  expedi- 
tion :  it  would  have  been  wonderful,  after  so  many  years 
of  peace,  if  they  suddenly  found  themselves  fitted  for 
the  greatest  of  military  enterprises.  I  don't  mean  to 
say  that  they  attained  that  state  of  administrative  per- 
fection which  much  longer  experience  would  scarcely 
have  enabled  them  to  reach.  I  will  only  say,  I  feel 
that  those  persons  who  have  bestowed  so  much  harsh 
criticism  on  the  conductors  of  that  expedition  did  not 
make  sufficient  allowances  for  the  difficulties  which 
were  inherent  in  the  enterprise  itself.  After  a  time,  the 
treaty  into  which  this  country  and  France  had  entered 
with  Austria  rendered  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  com- 
mence negotiations  at  Vienna,  with  a  view  to  see  whe- 
ther, during  the  pendency  of  the  war,  while  the  siege 
was  still  carried  on  before  the  walls  of  Sebastopol,  some 
means  could  not  be  found  which  should  put  an  end  to 
hostilities.  The  course  which  was  taken  by  this  country 
in  the  negotiations  at  Vienna  was  pursued  with  steadi- 
ness and  consistency  throughout.  No  change  took  place 
in  the  terms  which  were  offered  by  this  country  and 
France  to  Russia.  Those  terms  were  refused,  and  others 
were  offered  on  the  part  of  Russia.  The  result  of  those 
conferences  was,  that  her  Majesty's  government,  look- 


ing at  the  circumstances  of  the  contending  powers — to 
the  position  of  the  armies  at  Sebastopol,  and  to  the 
duty  which  they  owed  to  their  country — thought  no 
good  would  arise  from  their  continuance  ;  and  they  were 
therefore  broken  off.  Since  that  time,  the  war  with 
Russia  has  been  prosecuted  with  all  the  vigour  which 
this  country,  with  its  great  resources,  could  command  ; 
it  has  been  prosecuted  with  all  those  more  extensive 
military  resources  which  the  great  population  and  the 
great  military  organisation  of  France  puts  at  the  dis- 
posal of  her  government ;  and  the  result  we  all  know. 
The  great  fortress — the  object  of  a  year's  contention 
between  the  great  powers  of  Europe — has  fallen  :  and 
the  fleet,  the  arsenals,  and  the  great  military  prepara- 
tions of  Russia,  are'in  the  hands  of  the  allies.  We  may 
now  ask,  whether  the  terms  which  we,  in  combination 
with  France,  offered  to  Russia,  were  not  fair  and  rea- 
sonable terms  ;  and  whether  it  would  not  have  been  for 
the  interest  of  that  haughty  and  aggressive  power  rather 
to  have  accepted  those  terms  than  to  have  waited  the 
event  which  has  now  been  developed.  I  have  seen  with 
great  regret,  during  the  last  week,  the  comments  which 
have  been  made  by  various  critics  of  our  own  country 
on  the  share  which  our  gallant  army  has  borne  in  the 
attack  upon  Sebastopol.  We  do  not  grudge  the  laurels 
which  France  has  deservedly  earned  in  the  assault  of 
that  place.  There  has  been  no  rivalry,  no  unseemly 
competition  between  the  two  armies ;  it  has  been  co- 
operation, and  not  jealousy  or  rivalry.  The  most  gene- 
rous, the  most  noble  feelings,  have  been  exhibited  by 
the  armies  to  each  other — not  only  by  the  men  but  by 
the  generals  and  officers.  But  while  we  willingly 
recognise  the  glory  and  honour  of  France  in  the  achieve- 
ments which  placed  the  tower  of  Malakhoff,  the  key  to 
the  fortress,  in  the  hands  of  the  French  attacking  party, 
we  must  not  allow  unfair  disparagement  to  be  thrown 
upon  our  own  army.  The  remarks  to  which  I  have 
alluded  have  not  come  from  the  French  critics.  On  the 
contrary,  I  read  with  satisfaction  in  a  newspaper  the 
remarks  of  a  French  military  critic,  in  which  he  said 
that  the  English  troops  had  in  the  attack  on  the  Great 
Redan  done  all  that  troops  could  by  possibility  accom- 
plish. Can  anybody  doubt  that  our  army  has  from  the 
beginning  shown  the  greatest  gallantry,  the  greatest 
hardihood  and  enterprise  on  all  occasions,  whether  offen- 
sive or  defensive  ?  We  must  wait  for  the  more  detailed 
official  accounts,  hereafter  to  be  sent  by  the  generals, 
before  we  are  in  a  position  to  pass  any  judgment  of  con- 
demnation on  our  own  gallant  troops.  We  must  remem- 
ber that  the  attack  which  they  made  effected  a  powerful 
diversion  of  the  enemy,  and  to  a  certain  extent  assisted 
the  French  in  maintaining  that  portion  of  the  works 
which  they  had  gained,  and  that  at  the  close  of  the  day 
the  Redan  was  in  the  possession  of  the  allies.  Nothing 
can  more  dishearten  a  gallant  army  at  a  distance  from 
our  shores  than  captious  and  censorious  criticisms,  when 
they  feel  they  have  shed  their  best  blood  in  the  defence 
of  their  country.  I  trust  that  the  best  feelings  of  the 
country  will  be  enlisted  in  their  behalf,  and  that  every- 
thing that  we  can  do  in  the  way  of  admiration  and  sym- 
pathy will  be  willingly  bestowed  upon  them." 

Lord  Palmerston,  on  the  5th,  received  at  Romsey  an 
address  of  congratulation  on  the  successes  in  the  Crimea. 
In  his  reply,  he  spoke  vigorously  on  the  Prosecution  of 
the  War.—"  The  fall  of  Sebastopol,"  he  said,  "  must 
inspire  joy  and  exultation  in  the  breast  of  every  generous 
freeman  on  the  surface  of  the  globe."  He  dilated  on 
the  magnitude  of  the  contest, — "  We  have  been  fighting 
the  whole  military  force  of  the  Russian  empire  ;  and  we 
have  possessed  ourselves  of  the  prize  for  which  we  have 
been  fighting, — blood-stained  ruins,  truly,  but  contain- 
ing vast  supplies  of  warlike  material.  Why  was  that 
material  collected  ?  because  the  Russians  felt  that  this 
Sebastopol  was  the  stronghold  of  their  power  in  the 
East ;  that  from  that  centre  was  to  radiate  that  intense 
and  extensive  power  which  was  to  lead  them  to  the  con- 
quest of  Constantinople,  and  to  enable  them  from  that 
centre  of  empire  to  sway  in  a  great  degree  the  destinies 
of  Europe."  He  contrasted  the  evils  arising  from  sub- 
mission to  grasping  ambition  and  triumphant  violence 
with  the  calamities  of  war ;  and  drew  a  picture  of 
England  and  France,  "the  two  greatest  nations  in  the 
world,"  forgetting  their  former  rivalry,  and  uniting  to 
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wage  war,  not  wantonly,  but  for  sound  political  con- 
siderations. "  It  would  ill  become  any  man  in  the  situ- 
ation which  I  have  the  honour  to  hold  to  talk  of  the 
future  and  to  advert  to  prospective  measures  ;  hut  this 
I  think  I  am  well  warranted  in  saying,  that,  viewing 
the  manly  and  unflinching  spirit  that  animates  the 
people  of  this  country — viewing  the  generous  support 
that  parliament  has  given  to  the  government  in  every 
measure  connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  war — 
viewing  the  perfect  good  faith  and  undeviating  constancy 
of  purpose  which  animate  our  great  ally  the  Emperor  of 
the  French — viewing  the  sympathy  which  our  cause 
excites  among  every  free  people  and  in  every  free 
country  in  the  world,  and  even  in  places  where  mistaken 
views  of  their  interest,  as  I  think,  lead  the  governments 
to  a  different  course — viewing  the  justice  of  our  cause, 
which  entitles  us  to  look  for  the  protection  of  Providence 
on  our  exertions, — I  say,  in  viewing  all  these  things,  I 


lEst,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of  Derb}',  whose  guest 
his  Royal  Highness  was,  at  Knowsley.  The  duke  was 
received  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm  by  the  authorities, 
and  by  thousands  of  the  inhabitants,  who  crowded  the 
streets  and  windows.  In  the  evening,  the  mayor  gave 
a  grand  banquet;  at  which,  in  addition  to  the  above 
distinguished  guests,  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  Mr.  Wal- 
pole,  Sir  Harry  Smith,  the  local  members,  and  many 
other  gentlemen,  were  present.  TheDuke  of  Cambridge, 
after  expressing  his  gratitude  for  the  reception  given 
him — a  part  intended,  no  doubt,  for  himself,  but  the 
greater  part  for  our  Army  in  the  East — spoke  of  the 
warm  affection  which  subsisted,  when  he  was  in  the 
Crimea,  between  the  French  and  English,  and  the 
personal  feelings  between  himself  and  Marshal  St. 
Arnaud.'and  General  Canrobert.  He  dwelt  also  on  the 
advantage  which  the  French  had  over  us,  at  the  outset, 
in  organisation.     When  the  war  broke  out,  we  had  no 


am  confident  that  we  may  look  for  such  a  result  of  the    land  transport  corps  at  all,  and  no  ambulance,  and  we 
contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  as  may  place  the  future    landed  in  a  country  where  no  horses  or  forage  could  be 


liberties  of  Europe  and  the  main  and  permanent  inte 
rests  of  the  countries  which  are  now  allied  upon  a  sure, 
a  stable,  and  a  lasting  foundation." 

Sir  Edward  Buhner  Lytton,  on  the  4th,  addressed  the 
Herts   Agricultural    Society  at   Buntingibrd.      Among 
various  other  topics,  one  of  which  was  the  necessity  for 
administrative  reform,  he  censured  the  discontent  which 
had  been  expressed  with  what  had  been  done  by  our 
troops.     "  It  is  not  here,  and  1  hope  it  would  not  be 
anywhere,  that  I  would  dwell  on  what  has  been  urged, 
I  think,  somewhat  hastily,  in  some  of  the  newspapers,  in 
mitigation  of  our  joy  at  the  victory  for  which  we  have  ren- 
dered up  our  thanksgivings  to  the  Divine  Arbiter  of  human 
destinies.  It  is  true  that  we  did  not  storm  the  Malakhoff, 
and  therefore  had  not  as  direct  and  immediate  a  share  in 
the  taking  of  Sebastopol  as  the  French — but  what  then  ? 
Look  at  that  emblem  before  you  ;  it  is  inscribed  with  the 
initials  of  Victoria  and  Napoleon,  surrounded  by  the 
same  wreath.     What  does  that  mean.?     Why,  it  means 
that  England  and  France  are  a  single  army,  and  that 
the  glory  of  the  one  is  the  glory  of  the  other.     Do  you 
believe  there  is  any  Frenchman  who  would  deny  us  our 
full  share  of  the  laurel-tree  which  took  its  roots  on  the 
hills  of  Alma,  because   the   last  gale  in   the  storm  of 
battle  drifted  its  leaves  towards  the  ranks  of  the  French  ? 
Why,  in  the  next  turn  of  the  wind  those  leaves  might 
be  drifted  towards  us.     But,  gentlemen,  I  will  neverfor 
the  paltry  purpose  of  damaging  a  government  to  whom 
I  may  have  been  opposed — no,  I  never  will  consent  to 
disparage  English  soldiers ;  and  though  I  will  not,  upon 
imperfect  and  hasty  evidence,  censure  an  absent  general, 
for  whom,  as  for  all  military  appointments,  the  govern- 
ment alone  can  be  held  responsible,  still,  there  is  one 
useful  and  most  wholesome  lesson  that  ought  to  be  im- 
pressed upon  our  minds, — for  we  Englishmen  can  bear 
to  be  told  of  our  faults,  and  I  have  always  observed 
through  life,  that  the  man  who  is  most  painfully  sensi- 
tive to  the  fear  of  failure  is  always  the  man  most  sure  of 
ultimate  success."     Sir  Edward  condemned  the  conduct 
of  the  seceders  of  last  session,  and  applauded  the  ma- 
jority  in   parliament  for  supporting  the    government. 
"For  myself  as  a  member  of  parliament,  I  say  to  you, 
in  my  proud  position  as  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  Hertford,  that  I  never  will,  cither  from  party 
motives,  or,  God  forbid,  from  personal  ambition,  be  an 
instrument  'to   displace    any   government  which  shall 
seem  to  me  firmly  and  skilfully  to  maintain  the  national 
honour,  and  finally  to  conclude  our  quarrel.     Neither 
will  I,  on  the  other  hand,  stoop  to  support  any  govern- 
ment from  whose  feeble  or  faithless  hands  the  sword 
would   drop   paralysed   or  the  olive-branch   be    disho- 
noured.    But,  gentlemen,  never  let  us  forget  that  we 
fight  not  for  dominion  nor  revenge ;  we  fight  for  another 
and  different  object — we   fight  for  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  and  for  its   defence.     Never,  in  the  flush  of 
triumph,  or  fear  of  disaster,  or  heat  of  contest,  let  our 
passions  blind  tis  to  those  definite  objects,  and  never  let 
xis  be  content  with  less.     Duly  mindful  of  the  horrors  of 
carnage,  and  the  iniquity  of  vengeance,  do  not  let  us, 
by  demanding  more  than  we  are  entitled  to  claim,  be- 
come the  scourge  of  humanity,  instead  of  being,  what 
we  now  are,  its  shield  and  defence  "" 


procured.     The  commissariat  was  a  department  of  the 
treasury,   and  the  officers  arrived  in  the  Crimea  with 
little  or  no  experience  of  the  work  they  had  to  perform. 
They  were  willing  to  learn,  anxious  to  do  their  duty, 
and  desirous  to  receive  suggestions.     But,  under  all  the 
circumstances,   it  was    not    to    be  wondered    at  that 
deficiencies  manifested  themselves  which  made  every 
one  impatient.      Officers    were    impatient,   men  were 
impatient,    and,    said   the  duke,     "/  was  impatient." 
But   he   saw   around    him  many    eminent  merchants 
having  establishments  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  he 
would  ask  them  whether  a  space  of  three,  four,  or  five 
months  would  enable  them  to  form  those  establishments 
and  make  those  ramifications  in  every  part  of  the  globe 
which  are  essential  to  the  success  of  their  undertakings 
and  the  harmony  and  efficiency  of  their  action  ?     Time 
must  be  given  for  establishing  the  necessary  organisation, 
and   our   establishments   are    now    fast    attaining    an 
efficiency  worthy  of  this  great  country.     The  lesson  to 
be  learnt  from  these  events — and  he  trusted  it  would 
not  be  forgotten  after  the  peace — was  not  to  starve  our 
establishments  during  a  time  of  peace,  or  to   maintain 
them  in  such  a  low  state  of  efficiency  as  if  we  thought 
that  war  was  impossible.      Adverting  to  another  topic 
— the  duration  of  the  war — he  said  he  was   glad  to  see 
that  Liverpool,  although  interested   in  the   return   of 
peace,  was  unanimous  for  the  continuance  of  the  war 
until  its   objects   are  attained.     In  that  sentiment  he 
entirely  coincided  ;  and  he  had  a  strong  opinion  that  a 
peace  concluded  at  the  present  moment  would  not  be 
an  honourable,  durable,  and  lasting  peace.     Until  such 
a  peace  could  be  concluded,  he  was  for  carrying  on  the 
war  with  all  possible  vigour  and  determination  ;  and  he 
was  gratified  to  find  that  this  also  was  the  opinion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Liverpool.     Expressing  a  high  opinion  of 
the  officers,  he  said  that  for  himself  he  had  been  com- 
pelled, to  his  great  regret,  to  leave  the  army  in  the  East 
iu  consequence   of  the  state  of  his  health  ;    but  now, 
thank  God,  his  health  was  restored,  and  nothing  would 
give  him  greafpr  pleasure  than  to  rejoin  the  army  in 
the  Crimea.     His  Royal   Highness's   address   was   re- 
ceived with  loud  cheers. 

A  large  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jersey  was  held 
at  St.  Helier  on  the  13th  inst.,  to  take  into  consideration 
certain  statements  published  in  a  weekly  newspaper 
called  L'Homme,  the  organ  of  the  Red  /Republican 
party  of  refugees  in  the  island.  The  statements  in  ques- 
tion were  contained  in  a  report  of  a  meeting  held  in 
London  by  a  body  of  foreign  refugees,  at  which  a  letter 
was  read  from  M.  Felix  Pyat,  a  notorious  revolutionist, 
containing  gross  and  scandalous  attacks  on  the  Queen  of 
England  and  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  M.  Le  Quesne,  the  mayor  of  the  town, 
who,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said. : — "  Refugees  of 
every  nation,  and  under  all  circumstances,  are  hospitably 
received  here,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  they  should, 
with  impunity,  commit  breaches  of  the  law,  and  at  length 
do  something  so  scandalously  incorrect  that  the  eye  of 
the  law  could  no  longer  refrain  from  noticing  such  in- 
famous conduct.  Some  refugees  have  acted  with  dis- 
cretion by  the  proper  feeling  they  have  shown  respecting 
this  publication,  and  while  residents  here  have  acted  as 
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taken  part  in  the  publication  of  L' Homme  are  of  such  a 
character  that,  allowing  them  longer  to  print  this  paper, 
■would  be  a  disgrace  and  a  stigma  on  this  island,  so  famed 
for  its  loyalty,  and  the  warmest  attachment  to  the 
Queen  and  Crown  of  England,  which  has  been  so  scan- 
dalously assiiled  personally,  and  her  rule  and  govern- 
ment brought  into  contempt."  Resolutions  were  then 
moved  and  carried,  to  the  effect  that  the  journal  called 
L' Homme,  having  for  its  objects  the  suppression  of 
Christianity,  the  propagation  of  socialism,  and  the  de- 
struction of  all  thrones,  including  that  of  our  own 
Sovereign,  and  being  the  vehicle  of  gross  abuse  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  scandalous  aspersions 
against  the  Queen,  is  an  outrage  on  the  moral  laws  of 
hospitHlity  and  the  feelings  of  a  Christian  and  loyal 
community;  and  that  the  meeting,  therefore,  trust  that 
immediate  measures  will  be  taken  for  its  suppression. 
A  deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  with  the  proceedings.  Having  done  so,  his 
Excellency  assured  them  that  he  should  take  immediate 
measures  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants. 
Accordingly  the  Constable  of  St.  Helier  verbally  com- 
municated to  MM.  Piancini  (the  proprietor),  Ribcvrolles 
(the  editor),  and  Thomas  (the  distributor  of  the  journal 
Li'Homme),  his  Excellency's  commands,  that  they  should 
quit  the  island  on  or  before  Saturday,  the  20th  inst. 
The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  have  been  communicated 
to  the  French  and  British  Governments.  The  above 
persons  have  left  Jersey  and  taken  refuge  in  Guernsey. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council  of 
London,  on  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  Anderton  brought 
forward  his  annual  motion  in  favour  of  petitioning 
Parliament  to  Abolish  the  Oath  of  Abjuration.  Mr. 
Parker  moved  the  "previous  question,"  but,  after  a 
long  discussion,  the  amendment  was  negatived  by  30 
to  6,  and  the  original  motion  was  carried. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

Cases  of  Brutal  Treatment  of  Wives  continue  to  be 
of  daily  occurrence.  The  police  reports  of  one  day,  the 
2nd  inst.,  contain  four  such  cases.  They  all  occurred 
on  Saturday  night — the  drunkard's  weekly  festival  of 
vice  and  brutality.  In  three  cases  out  of  the  four,  it 
was  not  the  first,  but  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  re- 
corded offence.  These  are  the  cases : — Michael  New- 
man returned  home  on  Saturday,  maddened  by  drink. 
He  took  his  supper  and  went  to  sleep.  His  wife  carried 
home  some  laundry  work,  and  on  returning  found  the 
ruffian  asleep  on  the  ironing-board.  She  asked  him  to 
rise — she  tried  to  lift  up  his  head.  This  roused  him,  and 
he  then  struck  her,  dragged  her  about  by  her  hair, 
kicked  her  in  the  eye,  and  when  she  got  up  he  locked 
the  door,  and  repeated  bis  brutalities  until  neighbours 
released  his  victim.  Michael  Newman  had  been  mar- 
ried twenty-five  years,  and  was  the  father  of  eleven 
children.  The  brutality  displayed  on  Saturday  was  the 
climax  of  years  of  similar  conduct,  varied  occasionally 
with  the  flourish  of  a  carving-knife,  and  threats  to  "  do 
for  her."  "He  has  been,"  said  his  wife,  "four  times 
charged  with  assaulting  me ;  in  fact,  for  years  he  has 

behaved   in  this  way  to  me." Thomas  Toome,  "  in 

the  constant  habit  of  ill-treating  his  wife  without  cause," 
came  home  and  beat  his  wife's  head  against  the  wall, 
and  kicked  her  until  neighbours  and  the  police  came  to 
the  rescue.  The  poor  woman  was  suckling  a  child,  and 
the  injuries  she  received  made  her  incapable  of  giving 
it  further  nourishment.  Mrs.  Toome  said  that  "she 
had  been  beaten  by  her  husband  before,  but  had  for- 
given him  on  a  promise  to  behave  better."  In  the  fer- 
mer  case,  the  cause  seems  to  have  been  sheer  love  of 
brutality,  in  the  latter  "jealousy  "  is  the  ground  set  up 

as  a  defence. The     third   case   was   that   of  David 

Stubbs  and  his  wife.  Here  there  had  been  drinking  on 
both  sides.  Stubbs,  "  a  quiet  man  when  sober,"  knocked 
his  wife  about,  and  she,  with  her  daughter,  dropped 
out  of  the  first-floor  window  into  the  street.  Stubbs 
had  ill-used  his  wife  before,  and  was  once  in  custody, 
but  the  woman  refused  to  prrisecute. Edward  Gel- 
lings,  a  "  strolling  player,"  finding  that  Mrs.  Gellings 
had  not  paid  the  rent,  beat  her  and  knocked  her  through 
the  window.      In  this  case  the   husband  alleged    the 


"  temper"  of  his  wife,  who  it  seems  mainly  supported 
him,  as  a  provocation. 

A  Shocking  Case  of  the  same  hind  came  before  the 
coroner's  jury  at  Wigan,  on  the  2nd  inst.,  when  an 
inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  a  young  woman  named 
Bridget  Ashcroft,  whose  death  was  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  violence  of  James  Ashcroft,  her  husband. 
The  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  on  the  21st  ult.  she 
and  her  husband  went  to  a  funeral,  and  on  returning  from 
it  remained  drinking  with  other  company  at  the  Angel 
Inn  until  midnight.  They  took  away  with  them  some 
liquor,  and  drank  it  at  the  house  of  a  neighbour,  after 
leaving  the  Angel.  There  was  no  evidence  as  to  the  time 
they  proceeded  homewards,  but  at  a  late  hour  in  the 
morning  the  husband  was  [seen  beating  his  wife  in  a 
passage  leading  to  their  residence.  In  the  encounter 
she  dropped  her  infant  child,  which  he  took  up  and  held 
under  one  arm  while  he  struck  her  with  the  other  hand. 
Ultimately  he  knocked  her  down,  and  then  kicked  her 
repeatedly.  The  unfortunate  woman  was  sitting  on  the 
ground  for  a  time  while  he  was  kicking  at  her,  but  at 
length  fell  senseless  on  her  back,  and  in  this  condition 
was  carried  home  by  a  policeman  and  other  persons. 
The  jury  found  a  verdict  of  "Manslaughter"  against 
the  husband,  who  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  next 
South  Lancashire  assizes. 

The  colliers  of  Pencywaun,  in  South  Wales,  have 
applied  a  sort  of  Lynch  Law  to  the  case  of  Wife 
Beating.  A  collier  having  struck  his  wife,  a  number  of 
fellow  workers  seized  him,  set  him  astride  a  plank,  and 
paraded  him  round  the  neighbourhood,  while  an 
accompanying  crowd  caned  him.  Then  hi'  was  admo- 
nished on  the  wickedness  of  his  conduct,  and  induced  to 
fall  on  his  knees  and  promise  never  to  beat  his  wife  again. 

A  case  illustrative  of  the  hardship  of  the  present 
Law  of  Divorce  came  before  the  Thames  Police  Court 
on  the  0th  inst.  A  respectable  mechanic  addressed  the 
magistrate  and  said,  that  be  had  the  misfortune  to  have 
a  very  bad  wrife,  who  had  become  a  prostitute  on  the 
streets,  and  had  threatened  to  sue  him  for  a  maintenance. 
— Mr.  Yardley :  If  she  has  proved  faithless  to  you,  you 
are  not  bound  to  maintain  her. — The  applicant  said  his 
wife,  by  a  long  course  of  dissipation  and  profligacy,  had 
ruined  him  and  her  children,  and  had  got  in  debt  in  all 
directions.  He  asked  if  he  could  not  marry  again,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  person  to  take  care  of  his 
children. — Mr.  Yardley  :  No  ;  you  cannot  marry  again 
until  her  death.  If  you  do,  you  will  be  liable  to  an 
indictment  for  bigamy. — The  Applicant  :  Can  I  not  be 
divorced  from  her  ? — Mr.  Yardley  said  there  was  no  law 
to  enable  a  poor  man  to  obtain  a  divorce  from  a  faithless 
wife  ;  it  was  a  long,  expensive,  and  tedious  process, 
beyond  the  reach,  of  a  mechanic  or  labourer. — The 
Applicant:  Then  I  can  obtain  no  redress? — Mr. 
Yardley  :  I  am  afraid  not.  Let  her  take  her  own 
course,  but  you  are  not  bound  to  maintain  her  if  she  is 
a  prostitute. 

A  child  of  four  years  old  has  been  Murdered  by  a  boy 
at  Hungerford.  On  the  9th  inst.  the  body  of  a  little 
boy  was  found  on  the  Downs,  with  his  head  fearfully 
mutilated.  It  was  discovered  to  be  the  body  of  a  child 
named  Rosier,  whose  father  is  a  labourer.  It  was  sub- 
sequently ascertained  that  a  boy  named  Sopp,  twelve 
years  of  age,  was  sent  on  to  the  Downs  by  his  master  to 
cut  some  furze,  for  which  purpose  he  took  a  billhook. 
At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  was  seen  walking 
hand-in-hand  with  the  child.  Sopp  -was  apprehended, 
and  confessed  that  the  billhook  slipped  out  of  his  hand 
and  struck  the  child ;  he  was  afraid  he  should  be 
blamed  for  this,  and  therefore  killed  the  chiid  outright. 
Sopp  bears  a  very  indifferent  character,  having  been 
before  the  magistrates  several  times  for  petty  offences. 
An  inquest  held  on  the  body  on  Wednesday,  resulted  in 
a  verdict  of  "  Wilful  murder  against  William  Sopp." 
He  has  been  committed  for  trial. 

At  the  Wolverhampton  County  Court,  a  Bussian  Sub- 
ject lately  Sued  a  Jew  for  Wages.  But  when  the  com- 
plainant admitted  that  he  was  born  near  Warsaw,  the 
charge  was  dismissed  by  the  judge — the  rights  of  a 
Russian  in  England  being  in  abeyance  in  time  of  war. 

The  Roman  Catholic  priest  of  Blarney,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Peyton,  having  Befuscd  to  Pay  his  Income-tax,  the 
Commissioners  ordered  his  horse  to  be  seized  and  sold 


October,  1S55.] 


LAW  AND  CEIME. 


221 


by  auction.  Placards  informing  the  public  of  the 
alleged  injustice  were  distributed  in  Cork;  and  when 
the  horse  was  led  out  for  sale  at  the  Bazaar  on  Saturday, 
the  multitude  assembled  hissed,  hooted,  hustled,  and 
otherwise  impeded  the  proceedings.  After  much  ado, 
however,  the  sale  was  effected,  and  the  horse  was  sold 
for  6/.  Is.  6d.  Mr.  Peyton  then  addressed  the  crowd  to 
place  them  in  possession  of  the  "reasons"  for  his 
conduct.  He  alleged  that  priests  are  not  treated  like 
other  citizens  by  the  government ;  that  they  cannot, 
like  artisans  or  Protestant  ministers,  recover  their 
dues ;  and  he  declared  that,  for  his  own  part,  until  he 
enjoys  those  privileges  which  his  fellow  citizens  enjoy, 
he  will  never  voluntarily  pay  income-tax.  He  con- 
cluded a  violent  tirade  by  exclaiming,  "  The  Income- 
Tax  Commissioners  have  gratified  their  vindictive  feeling 
against  the  Irish  priests — much  good  may  it  do  them !  " 

The  Worcestershire  magistrates  having  convicted  and 
fined  a  labourer  named  Nathaniel  Williams,  charged 
with  Cutting  some  Wheat  belonging  to  himself  on  the 
Sabbath  Day,  the  matter  came  under  the  notice  of  the 
home  secretary,  who  intimated  to  the  magistrates  his 
opinion  that  the  convection  was  not  warranted  by  law. 
The  statute  says  "  That  a  conviction  may  take  place 
against  any  man  for  following  his  ordinary^calling  on  the 
sabbath  day.  inow  the  ordinary  calling  of  Nathaniel 
Williams  was  that  of  a  hired  labourer,  working  for 
others  for  his  pay.  But  in  saving  his  own  corn  he  was 
no  more  exercising  his  ordinary  calling  of  a  labourer 
for  hire  than  would  be  a  barber  shaving  himself,  or  a 
tailor  mending  a  rent  in  his  own  garment.  It  is  known 
to  all  lawyers  that  penal  laws  should  be  construed 
strictly,  and  that  no  punishment  should  be  inflicted 
that  ,is  not  strictly  warranted  by  the  words  of  the  act. 
At  a  meeting  of  Petty  Sessions  on  the  9th  inst.  the 
Rev.  J.  Pearson  communicated  the  official  letter  from 
the  Home  Office,  but  refused  to  admit  the  soundness  of 
Sir  G.  Grey's  opinion.  The  other  magistrates  concurred 
with  Mr.  Pearson,  and  said  that  if  the  case  were  brought 
before  them  again,  they  would  do  just  as  they  had  done 
before.  The  magistrates,  however,  have  repaid  the 
fine  and  costs  imposed  upon  Nathaniel  Williams. 

Lord  Ernest  Vane  Tempest,  an  officer  of  the  2nd 
Life  Guards,  has  been  fined  51.  by  the  Windsor 
magistrates  for  Assaulting  Mr.  Nash,  the  Lessee  of  the 
Windsor  Theatre.  It  appears  that  his  lordship  with 
some  companions  went  behind  the  scenes  to  amuse 
themselves,  which  they  had  been  habitually  permitted 
by  the  lessee  to  do.  On  this  occasion  his  lordship's 
amusement  consisted  in  turning  off  the  gas,  and  forcing 
his  way  into  the  ladies'  dressing-room.  As  he  refused  to 
withdraw,  a  policeman  was  sent  for,  on  whose  appear- 
ance his  lordship  walked  out.  He  then  desired  to  speak 
with  Mr.  Nash ;  on  seeing  the  lessee,  he  dragged  him 
to  the  top  of  some  steep  stairs  leading  beneath  the 
stage,  exclaiming,  "  You  dared  to  send  a  policeman  to 
me;  now  I  will  break  your  infernal  neck;  V 11  kill  you." 
"  For  God's  sake,  do  not  kill  mo  in  cold  blood,"  gasped 
Mr.  Nash.  But  Lord  Ernest  Vane  Tempest  hurled  him 
from  the  top  with  all  his  force,  and,  running  down,  dashed 
his  fist  in  his  face  as  he  lay  on  the  ground.  Such  was 
the  offence  proved  before  the  magistrates,  and  punished 
as  above.  Lord  Ernest  has  since  left  the  Life  Guards, 
having  exchanged  into  the  4th  Light  Dragoons  now 
serving  in  the  Crimea. 

A  most  daring  Burglary  was  committed  on  the  night 
of  the  10th  inst.,  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mullett,  the 
George  Inn,  at  Worley  Wigorn,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Birmingham.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning 
Mrs.  Mullett  heard  a  noise  ;  and  directly  afterwards  she 
heard  her  chamber-door  opened,  and  saw  two  men  enter. 
They  had  a  lighted  candle  with  them,  were  dressed  in 
short  dirty  smock  frocks,  having  their  heads  and  faces 
covered  with  black  glazed  calico.  Mrs.  Mullett  and  one 
of  her  daughters  occupied  this  room,  and  upon  seeing 
the  intruders  they  commenced  screaming  "  Murder, 
thieves,"  &c.  Both  the  burglars  went  up  to  them, 
placed  their  hands  upon  their  throats,  and  quietly 
threatened  that  if  they  did  not  hold  their  peace  it  would 
fare  worse  with  them.  The  fellows  broke  open  and 
ransacked  the  boxes  in  the  room,  and  then  ordered  Mrs. 
Mullett  and  her  daughter  to  leave  the  bed,  which  the 
latter  did,  to  allow  of  the  mattress,  &c.  being  searched. 


A  bottle  of  wine  was  found  in  the  bed-room,  and  after 
drinking  part  of  the  contents,  they  politely  asked  the 
landlady  and  her  daughter  to  taste  too,  "  as  they  seemed 
low  and  fainty,"  but  the  offer  was  refused.  As  they 
were  leaving,  Mrs.  Mullett  made  some  noise,  and  one  of 
the  fellow's  then  asked  the  other  for  a  halter  "  to  hang 
them."  The  threat  had  the  desired  effect,  and  they 
left  without  molestation.  In  the  meantime  a  similar 
scene  was  being  enacted  by  two  other  burglars,  similarly 
dressed,  with  the  black  caps,  &c,  in  another  room, 
where  the  other  inmates  of  the  house  slept.  They  were 
prevented  from  making  an  alarm  by  being  nearly 
suffocated  with  a  blanket,  which  one  of  the  fellows 
held  over  their  mouths.  The  men,  however,  were 
sufficiently  merciful  to  leave  behind  them,  on  being 
entreated  to  do  so,  a  child's  overall  and  a  watch.  About 
8/.  was  stolen  from  the  bar.  Just  before  leaving  they 
returned  also  to  Mrs.  Mullett's  room,  and  asked  her  if 
she  would  know  them  again.  She  replied  in  the  negative, 
and  they  rejoined  that  if  ever  she  caused  them  to  be 
apprehended  and  was  seen  from  home,  she  would  never 
return  alive.  They  bade  her  not  to  stir  for  two  hours, 
and  then  left.  The  doors  were  found  open  by  some 
persons  passing  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  it 
was  afterwards  found  that  ingress  had  been  effected 
through  some  bed-room  windows,  which  the  burglars 
were  enabled  to  reach  by  means  of  ladders  which  had 
been  left  by  painters  near  the  house.  A  "jemmy  "  had 
been  used  underneath  the  sash  to  burst  off  the  fastening 
at  the  top. 

An  atrocious  Attempt  to  Murder  has  taken  place  in 
the  county  of  Cavan.  On  the  12th  inst.,  Miss  Hinds,  a 
lady  of  property,  when  returning  house  about  four 
o'clock,  was  met  in  the  avenue  leading  to  her  home  by 
two  ruffians,  who  dragged  her  off  the  car,  knocked  her 
down  with  loaded  sticks,  and  then  deliberately  fired  no 
fewer  than  three  pistol-shots  into  her  face  and  head  ; 
after  which  they  walked  quietly  away,  leaving  her 
for  dead.  The  unfortunate  lady  was  shortly  after- 
wards carried  on  a  door  to  her  own  house  in  the 
most  excruciating  agony,  having,  besides  the  beating 
from  the  sticks,  received  no  fewer  than  four  bullets 
in  the  face  and  head.  Some  eighteen  months  ago, 
sworn  information  was  given  that  this  lady  was  soon 
to  be  shot ;  and  a  communication  to  that  effect  was 
then  made  to  the  government,  who  ordered  that  she- 
should  get  a  police  escort,  at  all  times  she  might  call 
for  such  ;  but  she  only  availed  herself  of  the  privilege 
on  one  or  two  occasions.  Miss  Hinds  dared  to  exercise 
the  rights  over  the  property  which  she  had  purchased  in 
the  encumbered  estates  court ;  she  dared  to  look  for 
and  enforce  payment  of  her  rents  from  refractory 
tenants  by  ejectment,  which  would  have  been  tried  at 
the  approaching  sessions  at  Ballyconnell.  There  are 
many  houses  near  the  scene  of  the  outrage,  but  no 
person  appeared  to  help  the  lady  ;  indeed,  nearly  all 
the  tenants  happened  to  be  ostentatiously  attending 
Ballyconnell  market  that  day.  The  man  who  drove 
Miss  Hinds  says  he  was  tired  at  too — it  is  not  believed. 
Government  has  offered  100/.  reward  for  the  discovery 
of  the  murderer.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  has  offered  a 
further  reward  of  50/.  for  the  arrest  of  Patrick  Bannon, 
charged  with  heing  one  of  the  criminals  ;  and  a  reward 
of  100/.  has  been  offered  by  Mr.  Henry  Grattan  to  any 
one  who  shall  give  him  information  against  the  assassins, 
so  as  to  convict  them.     Miss  Hinds  has  since  died. 

A  dreadful  Murder  has  been  committed  at  South- 
ampton. On  Sunday  morning,  the  14th  instant,  during 
the  hours  of  divine  service,  at  the  house  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Poynder,  of  1,  Moira  place,  Naomi  Kingswell,  a 
fine  girl  of  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  was  deli- 
berately shot  by  a  fellow  servant,  named  Edward 
Baker.  They  had  lived  as  servants  in  the  family  for 
about  five  months,  being  previously  known  to  each 
other  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  During  their  stay  in  Moira 
place  an  intimacy  was  noticed  by  others  in  the  house  to 
exist  between  them,  and  it  was  evidently  intended  that 
they  should  shortly  be  married.  Some  little  time  since, 
however,  it  is  said,  Baker  was  guilty  of  an  act  which  so 
annoyed  the  deceased,  that  alter  informing  him  of  it, 
she  told  him  that  she  would  no  longer  receive  him  as  a 
suitor.  Baker,  however,  persisted  that  the  story  was 
untrue,  and  continued  to  rei.ew  his  previous  attentions, 
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which  the  deceased  has  stedfastly  refused.  On  the 
above  morning,  while  the  girl  was  in  the  kitchen, 
Baker  came  behind  her,  and  placing  a  loaded  pistol  at 
the  back  of  her  ear,  deliberately  blew  her  brains  out. 
An  alarm  was  immediately  raised  by  the  other  servant, 
who  at  once  rushed  to  the  front  door  in  a  state  of  the 
greatest  alarm,  and,  a  policeman  having  arrived,  the 
murderer  was.  taken  into  custody,  and  lodged  in  the 
police-station.  As  soon  as  Baker  had  murdered  his 
victim  he  remained  perfectly  still,  and  never  attempted 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  make  his  escape,  or  excuse 
himself  for  his  horrible  conduct.  The  prisoner  was 
brought  before  the  magistrates  next  day,  when  he 
was  committed  for  trial.  He  has  since  made  a  confes- 
sion. After  he  had  committed  the  murder  he  appeared 
stupified,  but  soon  after  he  was  committed  for  trial  he 
became  aware  of  his  dreadful  situation,  and  sent  for  the 
mayor  to  make  a  communication  to  him.  Baker  is  a 
very  ignorant  man,  being  unable  to  spell  the  commonest 
words  correctly.  His  excuse  for  the  murder  is  that  he 
entertained  a  sincere  attachment  for  his  victim,  and 
that  she  was  perpetually  tantalising  him  by  accepting 
and  rejecting  his  attentions,  and  that,  after  behaving 
to  him  in  this  way  for  some  considerable  time,  she 
finally  rejected  him  with  contempt.  He  had  a  wedding 
ring  in  his  possession  when  he  was  apprehended,  by 
which  it  would  seem  that  he  had  contemplated  being 
married  to  the  poor  girl  he  murdered. 

On  two  successive  Sundays,  the  14th  and  21st, 
attempts  have  been  made  to  create  disturbances  in 
Hyde-park,  under  the  pretext  of  holding  meetings  on 
the  subject  of  the  High  Price  of  Bread.  Several 
thousand  persons  were  got  together  each  day,  who 
listened  to  some  inflammatory  harangues,  but  no  breach 
of  the  peace  took  place,  nor  was  any  interference  of  the 
police  necessary. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  Magistrates  on  the 
ISth,  a  report  from  the  Visiting  Justices  of  the  House 
of  Detention  was  brought  up.  A  charge  had  been  made 
that  the  three  bankers,  Strahan,  Paul,  and  Bates,  had 
not  been  subjected  to  the  ordinary  Regulations  of  the 
Prison.  The  charge  was  investigated,  and  the  justices 
state  that  they  find  it  to  be  borne  out  by  the  evidence. 
The  regulations  of  the  prison  require  that  prisoners 
should  not  associate  or  converse  with  one  another:  but 
these  prisoners  were  allowed  to  associate,  converse,  and 
waik  with  each  other,  in  violation  of  those  rules,  and 
without  any  consent  previously  obtained  from  the 
Visiting  Justices.  The  regulations  of  the  prison  allow 
prisoners  to  see  two  friends  daily,  but  not  together,  and 
then  only  for  twenty  minutes  at  a  time,  except  with  the 
express  permission  of  the  governor,  under  very  special 
circumstances  :  in  the  ca«e  of  these  prisoners,  however, 
persons  were  admitted  without  their  names  being  taken, 
indiscriminately,  at  all  hours  ;  and  as  to  letters,  which 
by  the  rules  were  required  to  be  examined,  they  were 
received  and  passed  without  being  seen  or  opened  by 
the  governor.  The  prisoners  were  also  allowed  to  send 
out  letters  to  their  friends,  without  having  to  undergo 
the  usual  supervision  of  the  governor.  Mrs.  Strahan 
visited  her  husband;  she  saw  him  at  the  governor's 
house,  and  remained  in  his  cell  until  a  late  hour  at 
night.  "Wine  and  fruit  were  freely  brought  in  for  the 
use  of  the  prisoners.  In  the  case  of  Paul  the  wine  was 
ordered  by  the  surgeon,  but  in  the  case  of  the  other  two 
the  surgeon  gave  no  order.  In  short,  the  prisoners 
lived  with  the  utmost  freedom.-',  When  Mr.  Strahan 
went,  out  on  the  2nd  of  August,  he  said  to  Forth,  a 
warder,  "  You  are  getting  more  harsh  every  day  ;  and 
the  next  thing  I  expect  to  hear  is  to  go  into  the  common 
cell."  He  said,  "  The  magistrates  are  a  sot  of  Radicals  — 
they  are  no  gentlemen.  Never  mind  ;  I  leave  you  to- 
day. But  as  for  Captain  Hill,  I  shall  reward  him  for 
his  kindness  to  me."  Mr.  Woodward  moved  that 
Captain  Hill  the  governor  should  be  publicly  repri- 
manded. But  Mr.  Antrobus  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
"  That  the  governor  of  the  House  of  Detention  bo  sus- 
pended ;  and  that  the  evidence  that  has  been  taken  be 
circulated,  and  taken  into  consideration  on  a  future 
day."  This  amendment  was  carried  by  24  to  5;  and 
Mr.  Sims,  the  deputy  governor,  was  appointed  governor 
pro  tempore. 

The  trial  of  the  bankers,  Strahan,  Paid,  &  Bates, 


came  on  in  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  the  26th  inst. 
The  indictment  stated  that  the  defendants  had  been 
intrusted  with  Danish  bonds  of  the  value  of  5,0001  for 
safe  custody,  and  that  they  had,  without  authority,  sold 
these  bonds  and  converted  the  money  to  their  own  use. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  are  well  known  to  the 
public.  The  bonds  in  question  were  the  property  of 
Dr.  Griffith,  prebendary  of  Rochester,  by  whose  orders 
the  defendants,  as  his  bankers,  had  invested  money  be- 
longing to  him  in  the  purchase  of  these  bonds.  When 
the  bankruptcy  took  place,  Dr.  Griffith  discovered  that 
the  defendants  had  disposed  of  his  securities  for  their 
own  purposes,  and  immediately  instituted  criminal  pro- 
ceedings against  them. — The  case  for  the  prosecution 
having  been  stated  by  the  Attorney-General,  evidence 
was  taken,  similar  to  that  already  given  in  the  police 
court.  It  was  proved  that  Sir  John  Dean  Paul  had 
instructed  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Insurance 
Company  to  sell  Dr.  Griffith's  bonds,  which  he  did, 
and  paid  over  the  money  to  Paul:  and  Dr.  Griffith 
deposed  to  conversations  subsequent  to  the  bank- 
ruptcy, from  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Strahan 
and  Mr.  Bates  were  accessory  to  the  transaction.  Sir 
F.  Thesiger,  who  appeared  for  Mr.  Strahan,  defended 
him  on  the  ground  that  the  sale  of  the  Danish  bonds 
was  effected  solely  by  Sir  John  Paul ;  that  he  received 
the  proceeds  ;  and  that  there  was  no  proof  that  Mr. 
Strahan  was  privy  to  the  transaction  ;  and  further,  that 
Mr.  Strahan,  having  made  a  disclosure  of  the  circum- 
stances before  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  was  not  (accord- 
ing to  the  Act  of  7  &  8  Geo.  IV.)  liable  to  be  indicted  on 
account  of  such  circumstances. — Mr.  Serjeant  Byles,  for 
Sir  John  Paul,  admitted  the  facts  as  stated  by  Dr. 
Griffith ;  but  said  that  it  was  his  intention  to  replace 
the  bonds,  which  was  shown  by  his  having  subsequently 
purchased  other  bonds  to  a  similar  amount.  He  also 
maintained  that  Sir  J.  Paul  having  made  a  full  dis- 
closure (as  he  was  bound  to  do)  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Court,  was  no  longer  liable  to  criminal  proceedings. 
— Mr.  James,  for  Mr.  Bates,  rested  his  case  upon 
his  total  ignorance  of  the  transaction  in  question. 
The  court  then  adjourned  to  the  following  morning ; 
when,  Baron  Alderson  having  charged  the  jury,  they 
retired,  and  after  an  absence  of  half  an  hour,  returned 
a  verdict  of  Guilty  against  all  the  prisoners.  The  judge 
proceeded  to  pass  sentence.  After  commenting  on  the 
heinous  nature  of  the  offonce,  he  observed  that  all  the 
prisoners  had  been  well  educated,  and  had  moved  in  a 
high  position  of  society.  The  punishment  which  was 
about  to  fall  on  them,  therefore,  would  be  far  more 
heavy,  and  more  keenly  felt  than  by  persons  in  a  lower 
condition  of  life.  It  would  also,  he  regretted  to  say, 
afflict  those  who  were  connected  with  them.  These, 
however,  were  not  considerations  for  him  at  that 
moment ;  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  say  that  he  could  not 
conceive  any  worse  case  of  the  sort  that  could  arise  under 
the  statute  under  which  they  had  been  convicted,  and 
that  being  the  case,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  pass 
upon  them  the  sentence  which  the  act  of  parliament 
provided  for  the  worst  class  of  offences  arising  under  it 
— that  was,  that  they  be  severally  transported  for  the 
term  of  fourteen  years. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

An  inquest  has  been  lnld  on  the  body  of  John  Hart, 
guard  of  a  goods-train  on  the  Oxford,  Worcester,  and 
"Wolverhampton  Railway,  who  was  Killed  by  a  Pas- 
senger-train running  into  Ids  van,  near  Kidderminster. 
The  disaster  originated  from  mismanagement  at 
Churchill  station.  When  the  luggage-train  arrived 
there,  as  a  passenger-train  was  not  far  behind,  it  should 
have  been  put  aside  till  the  faster  train  had  passed ;  but 
the  station-master  explained  that  he  had  no  siding,  and 
he  could  not  shunt  it  on  to  the  other  line,  for  a  train 
was  also  just  due  on  that :  as  the  best  course,  he  sent  it 
forward.  But  when  the  passenger- train  approached 
shortly  after,  it  was  not  stopped  by  signals.  The  evi- 
dence of  a  number  of  witnesses  as  to  what  signals  were 
exhibited  was  utterly  contradictory ;  but  no  one  seems 
to  assert  that  the  danger-signal  was  up  before  the  train 
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came.  The  train  proceeded,  and,  though  speed  was 
slackened,  it  soon  after  ran  into  the  goods-train.  The 
jury  pronounced  the  death  "  accidental ;"  but  added  an 
opinion  that  "the  accident  arose  from  the  very  defective 
arrangements  of  the  Oxford,  Worcester,  and  Wolver- 
hampton Railway  Company,  more  especially  with  regard 
to  the  want  of  sufficient  sidings,  the  irregularity  in  the 
despatch  of  goods-trains,  and  the  youth  and  inexperience 
of  the  servants  employed." 

Mr.  John  Langley,  of  Burnley,  has  Lost  a  Limb  by 
attempting  to  Descend  from  a  Railway-train,  near 
Burnley,  before  it  had  come  quite  to  a  stand — he  fell, 
and  the  carriages  passed  over  his  leg. 

By  an  Explosion  of  Fire-damp  in  a  coal-mine  at  Bils- 
ton,  said  to  have  been  caused  by  a  boy  having  dropped 
a  lighted  candle,  two  men  and  a  boy  have  lost  their 
lives,  and  seven  or  eight  other  colliers  have  been  badly 
burnt.  There  were  a  hundred  people  in  the  pit,  but 
nearly  all  escaped  unhurt :  there  were  two  shafts  com- 
municating with  the  surface,  and  they  ascended  the  one 
most  distant  from  the  foul  air. 

Patrick  Battle,  a  lad  cf  18,  has  died  in  Pai'khurst 
prison  from  Swallozoing  Poisonous  Pills  with  intent  to 
get  admitted  to  the  infirmary  and  its  comforts.  An 
inquest  having  been  held  on  his  body,  the  jury  gave  a 
verdict  that  the  deceased  died  by  poison  administered 
by  his  own  hands,  with  the  view  to  gain  admission  into 
the  infirmary,  and  not  to  occasion  his  own  death. 

A  dreadful  Boiler  Explosion  took  place  on  the  8th 
inst.  at  Messrs.  Losh,  Wilson,  and  Bell's  iron-works,  at 
Walker-on-tlie-Tyne,  which  caused  death  to  seven  per- 
sons ;  their  names  are  J.  Jenkins,  J.  James,  A.  Dixon, 
M.  Brodrick,  T.  Griffith,  P.  Donnelly,  and  J.  Porter. 
Two  men  are  also  lying  hurt  at  Newcastle  infirmary, 
but  several  other  injured  persons,  who  were  conveyed  to 
their  homes,  are  likely  to  recover.  The  boiler  that  ex- 
ploded was  one  of  two  employed  to  work  an  engine 
which  was  engaged  to  drive  some  blast  furnaces  in  the 
rolling  mill  upon  the  works.  The  engine  was  in  charge 
of  a  man  named  Hall  at  the  time  the  boiler  exploded, 
and  was  standing  to  allow  some  alterations  to  be  made 
in  some  straps.  In  exploding  it  lifted  the  other  boiler 
from  its  seat,  and  broke  some  pipes,  which  scattered  hot 
water  about  in  every  direction,  and  scalded  a  number 
of  persons.  The  boiler  was  rent  asunder,  and  hurled 
through  the  roof  of  the  mill.  It  came  in  contact  with 
two  large  chimneys,  which  fell,  with  their  furnaces,  and 
buried  four  of  the  deceased  persons  amidst  hot  bricks 
and  molten  metal.  It  then  alighted  upon  an  elevation, 
and  as  Dixon  was  running  out  of  a  shed  where  he  had 
been  working,  it  dropped  upon  him  and  crushed  him  to 
death.  One  of  the  ends  fell  through  the  roof  of  an 
adjacent  alkali  works,  and  took  three  fingers  from  the 
hand  of  a  boy.  The  other  portion,  which  weighed  five 
hundred  weight  and  a  half,  fell  into  a  yard  amongst 
some  workpeople,  but  did  no  harm.  Four  persons  were 
hurled  into  the  Tyne  by  the  force  of  the  explosion,  but 
sustained  only  slight  injuries,  and  many  of  the  work- 
people had  marvellous  escapes. 

A  Singular  Accident  occurred  on  the  10th  inst.  at  the 
London- bridge  Railway  station.  A  train  of  fifteen 
empty  carriages  were  in  the  act  of  being  withdrawn  from 
the  Brighton  platform  for  transmission  to  New-cross, 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  points  on  the  main  line 
being  set  for  a  turn-table  siding,  the  engine  took  a  wrong 
direction,  and  notwithstanding  both  the  driver  and 
stoker  instantly  discovered  the  error,  and  endeavoured 
by  every  possible  means  to  stay  the  progress  of  the 
train,  the  engine  burst  through  the  boundary  wall  and 
fell  into  the  street  below,  dragging  after  it  the  guard's 
break  and  one  first-class  carriage,  and  completely  block- 
ing up  the  thoroughfare  of  College-street,  Bermondsey. 
The  driver  and  stoker  leaped  off  just  as  the  engine  fell 
over,  and  escaped  unhurt,  and  as  no  passengers  were  in 
the  street  below,  no  personal  casualty  occurred. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Matheson  ?ne<  with  her  Death  on  Sun- 
day the  30th  ult.,  under  very  distressing  circumstances. 
Mrs.  Matheson  left  home  at  Inverinate  early  on  Sunday 
morning,  in  order  that  she  might  walk  leisurely  to 
church,  and  saunter  along  the  picturesque  coast  by  the 
way.  She  did  not  appear  at  church,  and  not  returning 
to  Inverinate,  the  alarm  was  given,  and  search  made  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  without  effect.      Early  next 


morning,  however,  as  Dr.  Maclean  was  approaching 
Inverinate,  he  observed  a  bonnet  and  veil  on  the  water, 
and  further  search  having  been  made,  the  body  of  the 
unfortunate  lady  was  found  in  the  sea  at  the  base  of  a 
rock,  which  it  is  supposed  she  had  climbed  to  enjoy  the 
fine  view  of  Loch  Duich  which  it  affords.  The  deceased 
lady  was  sister  to  the  late  Lord  Beaumont,  was  married 
in  1853  to  Mr.  Matheson,  M.P.  for  Ardross,  and  has  left 
two  children,  the  youngest  only  a  few  months  old. 

The  misconduct  of  a  Drunken  Engine-driver  has 
caused  a  fatal  accident  in  the  Clyde,  on  board  the 
steamer  Duchess  of  Argyle.  George  Dunwood,  the 
engineer,  got  so  intoxicated  that,  when  the  steamer  left 
Helensburgh,  he  could  neither  back  nor  set  on  the 
engines,  and  fiercely  attacked  every  one  who  went  into 
the  engine-room  to  assist  in  the  working  of  the  engines, 
until  he  was  overpowered,  and  secured  till  the  vessel 
reached  her  destination.  On  the  vessel's  return  to 
Glasgow,  when  approaching  the  berth  to  land  her  pas- 
sengers, the  engines,  instead  of  being  stopped,  were  set 
on  full  speed,  in  consequence  of  which  the  vessel  ran 
up  a  good  way  under  one  of  the  arches  of  the  bridge, 
nearly  carrying  away  the  funnel  and  paddle-boxes,  to 
the  great  alarm  of  the  passengers,  but  much  more 
so  of  the  captain  (M'Pherson),  who,  on  seeing  the 
danger,  fell  down  in  a  fit,  and  has  since  expired  at 
Garelochhead. 

A  Railway  Collision  occurred  on  the  London  and 
North  Western  line  on  the  13th  instant,  at  Heaton 
Norris,  near  Stockport,  by  the  mail  train  from  Man- 
chester to  London  running  into  a  goods  train.  The 
mail  leaves  Manchester  at  4'24  in  the  morning,  and  is 
due  at  Stockport  about  4'33.  At  the  Heaton  Norris 
station  the  driver  of  a  goods  train  was  shunting  out  of 
the  way,  when,  either  from  the  danger  signal  not  being 
displayed  or  from  inattention  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
driver  of  the  mail  train,  the  collision  occurred  whilst 
the  mail  was  proceeding  at  a  high  speed.  The  shock 
was  exceedingly  severe,  crushing  and  breaking  the 
carriages  and  waggons  of  the  two  trains  considerably, 
and  the  passengers  of  the  mail  train  were  thrown  from 
their  seats  with  great  violence,  and  were  more  or  less 
injured. 

At  the  Southwark  Police  Court,  on  the  lGth  instant, 
James  Sopp,  a  switchman  and  signalman  in  the  employ 
of  the  South  Eastern  Railway  Company,  was  summoned 
before  Mr.  A'Beckett,  for  Neglect  of  Duty.  The 
solicitor  to  the  company  stated  that  the  defendant  had 
for  some  time  held  the  situation  of  switchman  and 
signalman  in  the  company's  service,  and  was  employed 
at  the  crossing  between  the  Bricklayers'  Arms  Station 
and  junction  of  the  line.  It  was  his  duty  to  attend  to 
the  gates  which  opened  for  the  public  to  cross,  place 
signals  for  the  drivers,  and  set  the  points  for  the  trains. 
On  the  3rd  inst.,  it  was  the  prisoner's  duty  to  attend  to 
those  points,  and  on  the  arrival  of  a  train  from  Brighton 
for  the  Bricklayers'  Arms  Station,  the  usual  signal  was 
not  up  for  the  train  to  proceed.  The  driver  with  proper 
caution,  stopped  the  train,  and  got  off  the  engine  to  see 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  impediment,  when  he  dis- 
covered the  defendant  asleep  in  his  box.  The  defend- 
ant's solicitor  hoped  his  worship  would  be  lenient,  as  it 
was  not  a  passenger  train  that  was  impeded,  therefore 
the  lives  of  the  public  were  not  endangered.  Mr. 
A'Beckett  said  that  the  lives  of  the  engineer  and  stoker 
were  endangered,  and  he  should  inflict  a  penalty  of  51. 
on  defendant,  and  in  default  of  payment  commit  him  to 
the  House  of  Correction  for  three  months,  with  hard 
labour. 

A  fatal  Accident  has  happened  at  Woolwich  to  two 
artillery  gunners.  On  the  16th  inst.,  Captain  Inglefield's 
company  turned  out  on  Tuesday  for  target  practice  with 
round  shot  and  shell,  firing  at  a  target  distant  1,500 
yards.  Eight  rounds  had  been  fired  from  the  56-pounder 
in  turn  with  four  32-pounders,  the  56-pounder  firing 
round  shot,  the  32's  shell.  On  firing  the  ninth  shot 
from  the  56-pounder  the  shot  had  left  the  gun,  and  was 
near  the  target,  when  from  some  unaccountable  cause 
the  gun  burst  into  pieces,  the  whole  of  the  inner  end  of 
the  gun  dropping  at  least  one  hundred  yards  from  its 
original  position, "the  outer  end  taking  an  opposite  direc- 
tion, doing  considerable  damage  to  the  next  gun  carriage 
on  the  same  battery.     The  outer  fragments  of  the  gun 
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cut  both  legs  and  part  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body  of 
Gunner  George  Brown  the  2nd,  and  cut  the  upper  part 
of  the  head  off  of  Gunner  G.  Gosling.  Brown  was 
alive  when  taken  off  the  battery,  but  has  since  died 
Gosling  was  killed  on  the  spot.  Several  fragments  of  the 
gun,  with  the  entire  inner  end,  passed  within  arm's 
reach  of  Captain  Inglefield  and  Lieutenant  G.  Maule. 
Had  the  sad  accident  occurred  five  minutes  sooner,  from 
six  to  eight  persons  must  have  been  killed,  as  they  had 
only  that  moment  left  the  place. 

A  soldier  of  the  Foreign  Legion  has  Lost  his  Life  at 
Portsmouth  under  very  lamentable  circumstances.  A 
number  of  the  men  attempted  to  force  their  way  out  of 
barracks,  contrary  to  order ;  the  sentries  were  directed 
to  resist  them  ;  and  two  presented  their  bayonets.  In 
the  excitement  and  confusion,  Joseph  Goltswaltz,  a 
Frenchman,  ran  upon  the  bayonet  of  Nusbaum,  a 
German  ;  and  almost  instantaneous  death  ensued.  An 
unfortunate  feeling  has  been  created  between  the  French 
and  German  soldiers  by, the  misadventure.  Nusbaum  is 
in  custody.  An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body,  when  it 
■was  clearly  proved  that  the  soldier  on  guard  only  per- 
formed his  duty;  and  that  the  deceased  himself,  in  his 
furious  excitement,  ran  upon  the  bayonet  presented 
against  him.  The  verdict  therefore  was  "  Justifiable 
homicide." 

Two  persons  were  accidentally  Killed  near  Harrogate 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th  inst. — William  Rhodes  and 
Benjamin  Burrows,  the  former  a  farmer  from  Staigbum, 
and  the  latter  a  woodsman  from  Farnley,  near  Ottley, 
were  returning  in  a  spring-cart  from  Knaresborough 
sheep  fair.  Between  Harrogate  and  Beckwithshaw, 
Rhodes  had  occasion  to  get  out  of  the  cart.  In  doing  so 
he  fell  as'ride  the  shaft,  which  set  the  horse  kicking 
and  plunging.  He  was  thrown  off,  and  hit  in  the  face 
by  the  infuriated  animal.  The  horse's  shoe  struck  the 
ball  of  the  eye,  destroyed  it,  produced  a  pressure  on  the 
brain,  and  caused  instantaneous  death.  Burrows,  who 
is  an  old  man  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  in  the 
meantime  was  endeavouring  to  get  out  of  the  cart,  and 
while  doing  so  the  horse  ran  backward  into  the  deep 
ditch,  which  upset  the  cart  and  the  old  man,  and  the 
horse  fell  upon  him.  He  had  to  remain  under  the 
animal  a  length  of  time  before  assistance  could  be  obtained 
to  release  him,  and  when  taken  up  was  found  to  be 
quite  dead.  Two  boys  were  in  the  under  part  of  the 
cart,  but  escaped  with  little  injury. 

A  destructive  Fire  took  place  at  Monkwearmouth,  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th,  at  the  Patent  Ropery  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Hay.  It  is  supposed  that  the  accident  was 
caused  by  a  boy  who  lighted  a  lucifer  match  near  some 
hemp.  No  lives  were  lost,  some  of  the  workmen  having 
saved  themselves  with  difficulty  by  leaping  from  the 
windows.  But  the  whole  of  the  valuable  machinery  is 
destroyed,  and  a  large  quantity  of  rope  and  hemp. 
Altogether  the  damage  is  estimated  at  about  10,000/. 

A  great  Fire  took  place  at  Rochdale,  which  destroyed 
two  large  cotton-mills  belonging  to  Messrs.  Jennings. 
The  loss  of  property  is  estimated  at  25,000/.  ;  and 
several  hundred  workpeople  are  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment at  an  inclement  season,  and  at  a  time  of  great 
depression  in  the  trade. 

On  Wednesday  night,  the  24th  inst.,  a  serious  Rail- 
way Accident  happened  on  the  Croydon  and  Mitcham 
line,  near  Beddington.  The  line  was  only  opened 
two  days  before,  and  consists  of  only  a  single  line  of 
rails.  The  engine  of  a  passenger  train  ran  off  the  rails, 
dragging  the  tender  and  passenger  carriage  after  it. 
One  of  the  carriages  was  smashed  to  pieces,  the  driver 
was  killed  on  the  spot,  and  several  persons  were  hurt, 
but  not  dangerously.  The  driver  is  said  to  have  been  a 
very  steady  and  experienced  man. 
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The  friends  of  the  Reformatory  Schools  have  had 
several  meetings,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to  this 
country  of  M.  Demetz,  the  founder  of  the  celebrated 
Institution  at  Mettray. 

On  the  3rd  inst.  there  was  a  meeting  in  Birmingham 
in  aid  of  the  Warwickshire  Institution.     Among  the 


distinguished  persons  present  were  Sir  Eardley  Wilmot, 
in  the  chair;  Lord  Calthorpe,  Lord  Leigh,  Lord 
Lyttelton,  Mr.  Adderley,  Mr.  Monckton  Milnos,  the 
Birmingham  and  Warwickshire  Members,  the  Rev. 
Sydney  Turner,  the  Rev.  Angell  James,  and  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Coventry.  In  acknowledgment  of  his  health, 
proposed  by  Lord  Lyttelton,  M.  Demetz  spoke  in 
French  to  this  effect : — I  scarcely  know  how  to  thank 
you  for  the  interest  you  express  in  the  colony  of  Mettray, 
and  the  good-will  you  have  shown  to  its  director.  I 
have  readily  accepted  the  invitation  with  which  yoti 
have  honoured  me,  in  the  hope  of  both  learning  and 
imparting  something  that  may  be  useful,  so  that  our 
two  countries  may  profit  by  our  common  labour.  That 
free  trade,  about  which  some  still  doubt  in  reference  to 
commercial  interests,  can  find  nothing  but  approvers 
when  it  concerns  the  interchange  of  thoughts  and  views 
which  may  be  useful  to  society  and  to  mankind.  In  the 
fair  domain  of  benevolence  we  are  but  one  people.  The 
customhouse  and  the  frontier  are  unknown.  Linked  as 
we  already  are  in  policy,  let  us  unite  ourselves  together 
by  the  still  more  lasting  bonds  of  charity  ;  and  what 
sweeter  application  of  that  virtue  can  there  be  than  the 
helping  of  the  young  ?  It  matters  not  to  what  class 
they  belong  ;  if  they  have  shown  perverted  dispositions, 
there  is  the  more  reason  to  assist  them.  To  despair  of 
the  young  is  to  despair  of  mankind.  Let  us  despair  of 
none.  If  under  many  circumstances  we  have  not  fully 
succeeded  in  our  efforts,  it  is  perhaps  because  we  have 
not  done  all  that  was  needed  to  insure  success.  Let  us 
prove  to  the  sceptic,  by  our  zeal,  that  when  the  im- 
provement of  man  is  in  question,  to  be  willing  is  to 
be  able,  if  we  only  will  with  a  deeply  devoted  heart, 
and  that  he  will  not  shrink  from  any  sacrifice  where 
the  training  of  the  child  is  concerned.  No  sacrifice 
can  be  more  painful.  The  least  offering  may  do  some- 
thing to  eradicate  a  vice  or  to  awaken  a  virtue.  It 
is  the  saying  of  a  great  statesman,  that  '  on  the  good 
training  of  the  young  depends  the  prosperity  of  the 
state.'  May  all  success  attend  the  work  you  have  here 
in  hand,  and  extend  it  more  and  more  widely;  and 
may  the  good  providence  of  God  grant  long  life  and 
happiness  to  the  devoted  and  earnest  men  who  have 
given  it  their  powerful  sanction  and  generous  support." 
On  the  6th  there  was  a  numerous  meeting  at  Bristol, 
on  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Commissioner  Hill,  to  h-ar 
from  M.  Demetz  an  exposition  of  the  principles  on  which 
the  establishment  at  Mettray  has  been  founded,  and  is 
at  present  conducted.  M.  Demetz,  having  been  intro- 
duced to  the  meeting  by  Mr.  Hill,  said  : — "  My  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  the  suhject  of  reforming  young 
offenders  by  the  numbers  of  children  brought  before 
me  in  the  performance  of  my  duty  as  judge  at  Paris. 
Many  of  these  were  no  higher  than  my  desk,  and,  as 
there  were  at  that  time  no  establishments  for  the  re- 
formation of  juveniles  only,  I  was  obliged  to  consign 
all  to  prisons,  where  they  were  associated  with  grown- 
up criminals,  most  of  them  the  most  hardened  of  their 
class,  where,  moreover,  the  treatment  for  children  was 
the  same  as  for  adults,  and  which,  consequently,  I 
knew  to  be  utterly  unfit  for  them.  M.  de  Courteilles 
and  myself  commenced  the  institution  of  Mettray  in 
July,  1839,  by  assembling  twenty-three  youths  of  re- 
spectable parentage,  whom  for  six  months  we  occupied 
ourselves  in  training  for  teachers.  We  thus  began  the 
Ecole  Preparatoire,  or  school  for  officials,  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  most  important  feature  of  the  institu- 
tution,  so  important,  indeed,  that  if  that  were  to  be 
given  up  Mettray  itself  must  cease  to  exist.  In 
January,  1840,  we  admitted  twelve  young  criminals, 
and  very  gradually  increased  the  number.  Mettray 
has  first  for  its  basis  religion,  without  which  it  is  im- 
possible for  such  an  institution  to  succeed  ;  secondly, 
the  family  principle  for  a  bond ;  and  thirdly,  military 
discipline  for  a  means  of  inculcating  order.  The  military 
discipline  adopted  at  Mettray  is  this — the  lads  wear  a 
uniform,  and  they  march  to  and  from  their  work,  their 
lessons,  and  their  meals  with  the  precision  of  soldiers, 
and  to  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  and  drum.  But,  as  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet  and  the  drum  lead  men  to  perform 
acts  of  heroism,  and  surmount  the  greatest  difficulties, 
may  it  not  reasonably  be  employed  with  the  same  object 
at  a  reformatory  school,  where,  in  resisting  temptation 
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and  conquering  vicious  habits,  true  heroism  is  dis- 
played, and  a  marvellous  power  of  overcoming  diffi- 
culties must  be  called  forth  ?  A  striking  proof  of  the 
hold  the  system  had  obtained  over  the  minds  of  the 
boys  was  given  at  the  time  of  the  revolution  of  1848. 
France  was  then  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  all  the  Government 
schools  were  in  rebellion.  At  Mettray,  without  walls, 
without  coercion,  there  was  not  a  sign  of  insubordi- 
nation ;  not  a  single  child  attempted  to  run  away.  It 
was  in  allusion  to  the  absence  of  walls  M.  le  Baron 
de  la  Crosse,  Secretaire  du  Senat,  observed,  '  Here  is 
a  wonderful  prison,  where  there  is  no  key,  but  the 
clef  des  champs!  If  your  children  remain  captive  it  is 
proved  you  have  discovered  the  key  of  their  hearts.' 
During  the  revolution  a  band  of  workmen  came  to 
Mettray  with  flags  flying  and  trumpets  sounding,  and, 
meeting  the  youths  returningtired  from  field-labour,  their 
pickaxes  on  their  shoulders,  thus  addressed  them  : — 
'  My  boys,  be  not  such  fools  as  to  work  any  longer. 
Bread  is  plentiful ;  it  is  ready  for  you  without  labour.' 
The  chef  who  was  conducting  the  lads,  and  who  be- 
haved with  the  greatest  calmness  and  tact,  immediately 
cried,  'Halt!  form  in  line.'  The  lads,  being  accus- 
tomed to  march  like  soldiers,  immediately  formed.  The 
chef  then  stepped  forward  and  said  to  the  men,  '  My 
friends,  you  have  learned  to  labour;  you  have  a  right 
to  rest;  but  leave  these  lads ;  let  them  learn  now,  and 
when  their  turn  comes  they  may  rest  as  you  do.'  The 
men  gave  way,  the  youths  marched  home,  and  Mettray 
was  saved — saved,  as  I  believe,  by  our  habit  of  military 
discipline.  Had  those  lads  been  walking  homewards 
without  rule  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  the  men  would  have 
got  among  them,  carried  away  one  or  two,  and  the  rest 
would  have  followed ;  but,  drawn  up  in  line,  they  met 
the  attack  in  one  body,  and  thus  it  was  repelled. 
M.  Demetz  proceeded  to  give  other  interesting  details 
of  the  system  pursued  in  Mettray,  and  concluded  his 
address  amid  general  applause. 

On  the  9th  M.  Demetz  visited  the  Beformatory 
School  at  Bedhill.  He  was  received  by  the  Rev. 
Sydney  Turner  and  a  large  party ;  and  the  boys,  who 
had  made  the  place  gay  with  flowers,  were  assembled  in 
the  schoolroom.  Here  eleven  boys  who  have  passed 
through  their  period  of  probation  in  the  school,  and  will 
in  a  few  days  emigrate  to  the  Colonies,  advanced  and 
read  a  simple  address  of  welcome  and  thanks;  to  which 
M.  Demetz  listened  and  replied  with  great  earnestness 
and  emotion.  "Some  of  us,"  said  the  boys,  "have 
brothers  in  the  army  of  England,  who  are  now  with  the 
sons  of  France  fighting  the  battle  of  freedom  for  the 
world.  Will  you  say  to  our  comrades  at  Mettray,  that 
we  hope  both  they  and  we  will  always  be  found  side  by 
side  fighting  against  the  world's  greatest  enemies — 
fraud,  and  falsehood,  and  wrong."  These,  it  must  be 
observed,  were  not  mere  words  of  course;  the  boys  at 
Redhill  subscribed  to  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund 
on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  thanksgiving  for  the  suc- 
cesses before  Sebastopol  very  nearly  51  out  of  their  own 
personal  savings.  They  did  the  same  on  a  similar 
occasion  last  year.  M.  Demetz  expressed  himself  highly 
gratified  with  his  visit.  He  left  a  subscription  for  the 
society,  constituting  himself  a  Governor.  He  solicited 
release  for  any  boys  under  punishment ;  but,  happily, 
there  were  none  ;  and  in  lieu  he  asked  that  they  might 
have  a  holiday  at  an  early  day,  and  gave  them  eighty 
francs  for  a  treat  on  the  occasion. 

The  Berks  Beformatory  School,  established  at  Shin- 
field,  is  now  ready  for  the  reception  of  juvenile  offenders. 
A  meeting  to  further  this  and  the  extension  of  similar 
institutions  was  held  at  Reading  on  the  9th  instant. 

A  Beformatory  Institution  has  been  formed  in 
Yorkshire.  At  the  first  public  meeting  lately  held  at 
York, — the  Earl  of  Zetland  in  the  Chair, — a  report  was 
adopted  recommending  immediate  action,  and  proposing 
a  plan.  The  object  of  the  society  is  to  establish  a  single 
school-farm.  The  Earl  of  Carlisle  has  offered  a  site  of 
forty-three  acres  near  to  Castle  Howard  on  reasonable 
terms,  and  that  offer  the  society  has  determined  to 
accept.  They  also  agreed  upon  the  rules  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  society's  affairs,  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  conduct  them. 

The  meeting  of  the  Docking  Agricultural  Society, 


at  South  Creake  in  Norfolk,  derived  peculiar  impor- 
tance from  the  address  delivered  by  the  President,  the 
Earl  of  Leicester.  His  principal  topic  was  the  means 
of  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Bural  Population. 
"  We  are  met  together,"  he  observed,  "  for  the  purpose 
of  rewarding  and  encouraging  the  agricultural  labourer. 
This  association  can  do  a  great  deal ;  but  a  great  deal 
rests  with  the  owner  of  the  cottage  in  which  the  la- 
bourer resides,  and  next  with  the  occupier  of  the  land 
on  which  he  is  employed.  First,  as  to  the  owner  of  the 
cottage.  I  have  the  misfortune — at  least  the  misfortune 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned — to  be  a  very  considerable 
owner  of  cottage  property.  I  have  endeavoured,  as  far 
as  I  can,  to  improve  the  cottage  of  the  labourer ;  and  in 
doing  so  I  trust  I  have  both  physically  and  morally 
improved  his  condition.  In  the  the  first  place,  I  have 
endeavoured  in  building  my  cottages  to  provide  such 
accommodation  as  will  allow  a  human  being  to  live  in 
the  way  in  which  a  man  should  live.  In  the  next  place, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  build  those  cottages  at  as  little 
possible  loss  to  myself  as  I  can.  To  expect  a  profit  from 
cottage  property  without  screwing  the  tenant,  is  impos- 
sible. By  not  allowing  lodgers  to  be  taken  in,  by 
enforcing  a  few  other  simple  rules  which  it  is  necessary 
to  make  with  the  labouring  classes,  and  by  having  my 
tenants  in  nearly  every  case  directly  under  me  as  their 
landlord,  I  firmly  believe  that  I  have  improved  their 
condition  both  physically  and  morally.  Now,  gentle- 
men, as  to  the  master  who  employs  the  labourer. 
When  I,  as  an  owner  of  cottage  property,  have  done  as 
much  as  I  possibly  can  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
labourer,  much  still  rests  with  the  master  who  employs 
him.  I  believe,  gentlemen,  a  good  master  makes  a 
good  man.  I  believe,  if  a  little  more  attention  is  paid 
in  looking  after  the  labourers  we  employ,  we  may  make 
them,  in  many  cases,  much  more  efficient,  and  give 
them  a  much  greater  interest  in  the  soil  on  which  they 
work  and  the  prosperity  of  the  master  who  employs 
them.  I  believe  that  when  we  take  labourers  from 
another  farm,  by  making  a  few  inquiries  into  their 
characters  at  the  place  which  they  have  left — by  paying 
the  same  kind  attention  that  we  pay  to  our  domestic 
servants — by  taking,  in  short,  an  interest  in  them  which 
we  have  hitherto  not  displayed — we  might  induce 
among  labourers  a  regard  for  character  which  at 
present  does  not  exist  sufficiently  in  our  district." 
Referring  to  the  recent  tea-festival  at  Banham,  given 
by  Lord  Albemarle,  and  that  happy  innovation  on 
the  practice  of  giving  largess  to  the  labourers,  he  said 
— "  I  believe  that  the  giving  of  largess  has  a  most  inju- 
rious effect  upon  our  labourers  ;  in  many  cases  I  think 
it  is  the  first  introduction  to  the  beer-shop.  In  saying 
this,  I  don't  wish  for  a  moment  to  lessen  the  number  of 
holidays  and  indulgences  which  our  labouring  classes 
possess  ;  for  they  are  few  enough  now,  and  I  should  be 
rather  inclined  to  increase  than  to  diminish  them.  It 
may  be  said  that  this  custom  of  largess  is  an  old  cus- 
tom ;  but  if  the  custom,  though  old,  is  a  bad  one, 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  abandon  it.  Our 
forefathers  lived  on  acorns  and  mast ;  but  that  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  return  to  that  food.  If  an  old 
custom  is  a  bad  one,  let  us  get  rid  of  it.  I  believe  that 
the  plan  carried  out  at  Banham  by  Lord  Albemarle 
and  the  clergy  and  gentry  of  that  district  would  prove 
of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  county  if  it  were  adopted 
throughout  Norfolk.  One  of  the  great  evils  we  have 
to  contend  against  is  the  vice  of  drunkenness.  As  an 
employer,  I  find  I  can  deal  with  men,  let  their  vices  be 
what  they  will,  if  they  are  not  given  to  drunkenness. 
With  the  drunkard  I  can  do  nothing.  On  the  Friday, 
when  he  is  paid,  he  goes  to  his  beer-shop,  and  he  won't 
appear  again  till  Tuesday  ;  and  then  he  will  come  back 
in  such  a  state  that  it  is  useless  to  employ  him."  He 
hoped  the  society  would  endeavour  to  eradicate  that 
great  evil  of  the  county — drunkenness ;  and  in  aid 
thereof,  he  would  give  all  that  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  give  in  the  way  of  largess,  and  double  the  sum,  in 
furtherance  of  that  object.  Touching  on  the  question 
of  education,  he  proposed  the  establishment  of  a  library 
for  the  poor,  and  schools  for  adults.  "The  great  diffi- 
culty we  have  to  contend  with  is  this  :  it  is  all  very 
well  to  talk  about  schools  and  education,  but  we  hold 
out  such  inducements  to  boys  six  or  seven  years  old, 
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that  in  a  large  family  it  would  be  very  unnatural  if 
fathers  kept  their  sons  at  school  when  they  can  earn 
three  or  four  shillings  a  week.  Boys  in  this  district  of 
Norfolk  can  get  certain  employment  when  they  are 
seven  or  eight  years  old ;  they  are  removed  from 
school  at  about  that  age  ;  and  I  think  the  most  desirable 
plan  would  be  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  teach  those 
boys  in  adult  schools,  when  they  are  old  enough  to  see 
for  themselves  that  it  is  desirable  to  learn." 

An  Agricultural  Society  has  been  Established  in  Tip- 
perary.  it  consists  of  120  members,  and  its  president  is 
the  Earl  o!'  Derby.  Its  first  anniversary  was  held  on 
the  20th  ult. ;  and  Lord  Stanley,  in  the  absence  of 
his  father,  presided.  In  proposing  success  to  the 
society,  Lord  Stanley  remarked  that  it  was  the  first 
time  he  had  addressed  a  meeting  on  that  side  of 
the  Channel.  Fifteen  years  ago  there  was  a  Farming 
Society  in  Tipperary,  a  small  association,  in  which  the 
same  persons  gained  the  prizes  every  year.  But  in  the 
hard  times,  the  times  of  trouble,  that  society  died  a 
natural  death  ;  and  this  new  one,  arising  at  the  begin- 
ning of  anew  cera  Ibr  Ireland,  was  founded  on  a  broader 
foundation,  and  comprehended  alike  the  wealthy  and 
the  poorer  classes.  He  enlarged  on  the  benefits  con- 
ferred upon  districts  and  agricultural  science  by  these 
societies,  and  pointed  out  to  the  amusement  of  the 
audience  a  few  of  the  grosser  defects  of  farming  in 
Ireland — abounding  weeds,  wasted  manure,  small  farms. 
It  was  a  calumny  to  say,  as  some  had  said,  that  the 
peasantry  of  Ireland  were  naturally  idle :  he  did  not 
believe  that;  he  repelled  that  calumny.  Who  was  it 
that  made  the  railway  ?  who  was  it  that  dug  the  canals? 
who  was  it  that  did  all  the  hard  work  that  was  done  in 
all  the  great  towns  in  England  ?  who  that  cleared  the 
new  lands  in  America  and  removed  the  forests  ?  who 
did  all  these  things  ?  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  he  was 
prepared  to  answer  it  was  the  Irish  peasant.  Who  had 
improved  every  country  in  the  world  but  his  own  ?  If 
he  went  back  to  causes  for  this  state  of  things,  no  doubt 
he  could  find  them ;  but  in  stating  them  he  should  say 
something  that  would  not  be  agreeable  to  all  or  practi- 
cally useful  at  the  present  moment.  He  believed  that 
much  of  the  misery  they  had  to  deplore  was  caused  not 
by  one  class  but  by  all  classes,  and  that  all  were  equally 
in  fault.  He  would  say,  let  bygones  be  bygones.  He 
believed  that  a  new  sera  had  opened  for  Ireland,  and 
that  they  would  now  consult  their  own  duties  by  taking 
immediate  advantage  of  its  advent.  Let  them  only  use 
half  the  energy  in  the  good  work  which  they  had  wasted 
in  feuds  and  in  factions,  in  political  and  sectarian  dis- 
sensions,— let  them  do  this,  and  they  would  go  far  to 
make  Ireland  what  God  and  Nature  intended  her  to 
be,  and  what  man  had  hitherto  prevented  her  from  be- 
coming— the  garden  of  Europe  and  of  the  world.  In 
acknowledging  the  "  health  of  the  Earl  of  Derby," 
Lord  Stanley  apologised  for  his  absence,  both  then  and 
permanently;  and  drew  down  "tremendous  cheers" 
by  closing  a  brief  speech  with  the  declaration  that  he  could 
not  forget  the  maxim  which  should  be  written  in  letters 
of  gold  over  the  door  of  every  landlord,  especially  every 
Irish  landlord — "  Property  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its 
rights." 

At  the  recent  anniversary  meeting  of  the  West  Buck- 
land  Agricultural  Society,  Lord  Ebrir.gton  presided  in 
the  absence  of  his  father.  In  the  course  of  his  address 
he  remarked,  that  although  the  children  of  the  smaller 
farmers  are  making  progress,  yet,  compared  with  the 
children  of  labourers  who  have  the  advantage  of  free 
institutions  established  by  private  benevolence  and 
largely  endowed  by  the  State,  they  are  losing  ground. 
This  was  the  preface  to  an  offer  of  257.  for  three  years 
to  any  farmer's  son  who  should  pass  the  best  examina- 
tion in  English  history,  geography,  and  practical 
mathematics. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen,  Prince  Albert,  and  Royal  Family,  have 
returned  to  Windsor  Castle.  They  left  Balmoral  on 
Tuesday  morning,  the  16th  inst. ;  rested  for  the  night 
at  Holyrood;  and  arrived  at  Windsor  next  evening. 

On  the  24th  inst.  the  Queen  received  an  address  from 


the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  congratulating 
her  Majesty  on  the  glorious  successes  of  the  British  army 
and  fleets,  in  conjunction  with  her  Majesty's  allies.  The 
address  was  presented  by  a  deputation,  consisting  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Sheriff's,  and  principal  members  and  officers 
of  the  Corporation.  They  were  received  at  Windsor  by 
her  Majesty,  seated  on  the  throne,  with  Prince  Albert 
on  her  left,  and  attended  by  the  great  officers  of  state 
and  the  members  of  the  royal  household.  The  Queen 
returned  a  most  gracious  answer ;  and  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Alderman  Wire,  and  Deputy  Dakin  (the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  address),  had  the  honour  of  kissing 
hands. 

The  Queen  has  conferred  the  Regius  Professorship  of 
Greek,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late  Dean  of  Christ- 
church,  on  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Jowett,  M.A., 
Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Baliol  College. 

A  meeting  has  been  held  at  Rochdale  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  a  testimonial  to  Mr.  Sharmau  Crawford, 
the  late  member  for  that  borough. 

The  people  of  Oldham  have  held  a  public  meeting, 
convened  by  the  Mayor,  and  adopted  a  memorial  to  the 
Queen,  praying  her  Majesty  "to  grant  an  unconditional 
pardon  to  John  Frost,  Zephauiah  Williams,  and  William 
Jones,  but  more  especially  to  John  Frost,  as  that 
unfortunate  gentleman  has.  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
return  to  his  native  country  before  he  dies,  being  now 
upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age." 

The  Friendly  Societies  of  Manchester  gave  a  tea-party 
at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  the  27th  ult.,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  an  address  to  Mr.  Bright,  and  of  voting 
thanks  to  Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr.  Sotheron  for  their  exer- 
tions in  defeating  Lord  Palmerston's  Friendly  Societies 
Bill  of  1854,  and  in  passing  the  bill  of  1855. 

The  Earl  of  Clancarty,  a  Protestant  nobleman,  has 
granted  a  site  for  a  Roman  Catholic  presbytery-house  at 
Ballinasloe. 

Prince  Frederick  William  of  Prussia  left  Balmoral 
on  the  1st  inst.  ;  the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  escorting 
him  to  Castleton  of  Braemar.  Before  he  departed, 
however,  he  had  been  joined  by  one  of  his  Aides-de- 
camp, Baron  de  Moltke,  who  remained  as  a  guest  of  the 
Queen  for  three  days. 

Captain  and  Brevet-Major  the  Honourable  Leicester 
Curzon,  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  the  bearer  of  the  despatch 
announcing  the  successes  achieved  by  the  army  under 
the  command  of  General  Simpson  and  the  capture  of 
Sebastopol,  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  the  Army. 

Sergeant  Brodie,  who  interfered  to  prevent  a  duel,  or 
mock  duel,  arising  out  of  the  practical  jokes,  among 
military  officers  at  Canterbury,  is  no  longer  in  active 
service  :  he  has  been  superannuated,  with  a  low  rate  of 
pension.  His  appointments  in  the  regiment  were  lucra- 
tive, and  it  is  considered  that  he  has  been  punished  for 
daring  to  interfere  with  the  freaks  of  officers.  A  testi- 
monial expressive  of  the  public  feeling  has  been  set  on 
foot,  and  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  has  subscribed  bl. 
towards  it. 

Major-General  Markham  has  arrived  in  England. 
He  has  returned  home  in  ill-health,  arising  principally 
from  a  change  of  climate  from  India  to  the  Crimea,  and 
from  a  hurried  journey  through  India,  Egypt,  and 
Turkey.  His  legs  are  so  swollen  that  he  can  hardly 
walk.  Although  not  50  years  of  age,  he  looks  almost 
70.  His  face  is  very  thin,  and  he  is  literally  black  with 
exposure  to  the  sun.  He  wears  an  immense  beard, 
which  is  quite  grey. 

A  numerous  meeting  of  the  County  Magistrates  of 
Norfolk  have  resolved  to  congratulate  Major-General 
Windham  on  his  escape  from  the  perils  of  the  attack  on 
the  Redan,  and  to  present  him  with  a  handsome  sword, 
in  testimony  of  their  sense  of  his  exemplary  courage, 
constancy,  and  self-devotion. 

General  Sir  George  Brown  has  gone  on  a  continental 
tour,  accompanied  by  Lady  Brown.  The  gallant  general 
purposes  to  pass  the  winter  at  Nice. 

Dr.  Southwood  Smith  has  resumed  his  professional 
practice.  "For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century," 
says  the  Daily  News,  "  of  zealous  service  and  profes- 
sional sacrifice,  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  has  at  length 
been  rewarded  with  the  privilege  of  beginning  the 
world  again.     The  end  of  his  unfailing  success  in  pro- 
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moting  sanitary  reform — not  only  by  promulgating  the 
scientific  truths  respecting  it,  but  by  personal  labour — 
is  to  find  himself  obliged  to  recommence  his  career  as  a 
practising  physician.  Doubtless  Dr.  Smith  has  not 
opened  his  consulting-rooms  for  private  practice  in  vain; 
but  it  is  a  bitter  discouragement  to  those  who  devote 
their  talents  and  their  energies  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  public,  to  find  that,  while  drones  of  family  and 
influence  burden  the  pension  list,  men  of  action  and 
skill,  without  '  connexions,'  can  expect  no  better  fate 
than  that  which  we  are  now  recording  of  the  foremost 
sanitary  reformer  of  the  time." 


(©bttuHrn  of  Ratable  ?Dcr^nnS. 

General  Henry  D'Oyly,  Colonel  of  the  33rd  Regiment, 
died  at  Nevill  Park,  Tunbridge  Wells,  on  the  26th  ult.,  in  his 
75th  year. 

Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Pym,  died  at  Southampton  on  the 
2nd  mat.,  aged  So. 

Admiral  Giffard  has  died  at  his  residence  in  South- 
ampton, at  the  age  of  95.  He  was  the  father  of  Captain  Gif- 
fard who  was  killed  in  the  Tiger  off  Odessa. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  II.  Ellis,  K.C.B.,  died  at  Brighton  on 
the  2sth  ult.  He  accompanied  Lord  Amherst  to  China,  and 
published  an  account  of  the  Embassy. 

Archdeacon  Brooks,  the  senior  Rector  of  the  parish  of 
Liverpool,  died  suddenly  on  the  29th  ult.,  hi  his  Slst  year. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  xVdair,  G.C.B.,  died  on  the 
3rd  inst.,  at  his  residence  in  Mayfair,  in  his  93rd  year. 

Lord  Delamere  died  on  the  30th  ult.,  at  his  residence  in 
Hereford-street,  aged  8S. 


Count  Sergius  Ouvaroff,  President  of  the  Imperial  Rus- 
sian Academy  of  Sciences,  died  at  .Moscow  on  the  loth  ult., 
in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

George  Canning  Backhouse,  Esq.,  her  Majesty's  Com- 
missary Judge  at  the  Havana,  died  on  the  31st"  August, 
mortally  wouuded  while  defending  himself  from  a  gang  of 
robbers  who  had  entered  his  house. 

Frederick  Lucas,  Esq.,  Member  of  Parliament  for  the 
county  of  Meath,  died  on  the  2lth  inst.,  at  the  residence  of 
Mrs.  Ashby,  his  mother-in-law,  ait  Staines,  in  his  43rd  year. 

Mr.  May,  Superintendent  of  Police,  who  was  the  first  man 
that  ever  wore  the  police  uniform,  died  on  the  23rd  inst.  Ho 
was  highly  respected  in  the  force. 

Rear-Admiral  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Percy,  died  in  Portman- 
square  on  the  5th  inst.,  in  his  GSth  year. 

Major-General  Wnirrr,  R.A.,  died  on  the  2nd  inst.,  at 
his  residence,  near  Dublin,  aged  07.  He  entered  the  service 
in  1S05,  and  was  present  at  the  reduction  of  the  Danish 
Islands  in  the  Vest  Indies  in  1&07,  and  the  capture  of  Guada- 
loupe  in  1S10. 

Mf..  Ross  Moore,  M.P.  for  Armagh,  died  ou  the  6th  inst., 
at  his  residence  iu  that  city,  alter  a  protracted  illness. 

Professor  Busch,  Director  of  the  Observatory  of  Konigs- 
berg,  iu  Prussia,  died  lately  of  cholera. 

M.  Majendie,  late  physician  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  in  Paris, 
died  on  the  8th  inst.  of  a  disease  of  the  heart,  from  which  he 
had  been  long  suffering. 

Sir  William  Moleswoeth,  Bart.,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  died  at  his  house  in  Eaton-place  on  the  22nd  inst., 
after  a  brief  illness,  aged  *15. 

Lord  Wharncliffe  died  on  the  22nd  inst.,  at  Wortley  Hall, 
the  family  seat  in  Yorkshire,  in  his  55th  year. 

General  Montevecchio  has  died  of  the  wounds  received  by 
him  at  the  battle  of  the  Tchernaya. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  has  brought  advices  from  Bombay 
to  the  12th  of  September.  Very  little  of  general  inte- 
rest is  reported.  The  Sontal  insurrection  has  been  en- 
tirely suppressed;  some  thousands  have  surrendered,  but 
the  majority  are  still  safe  in  their  jungles.  As  the  fever 
season  had  set  in,  the  advanced  posts  of  the  troops  had 
been  withdrawn,  and  the  main  bodies  were  preparing  to 
fall  back  out  of  the  lever  range.  It  is  stated  that  the 
tranquillity  at  Lucknow  is  more  apparent  than  real. 
The  king,  on  one  side,  was  either  besotted  with  opium 
or  debauchery;  and  the  fanatics,  on  the  other,  were 
secretly  instigating  the  people. 


From  Ceylon  we  hear  that  the  life  of  Sir  Henry  "Ward, 
the  governor,  was  attempted  on  the  7th  of  September. 
Miss  Kate  Ward,  seeing  a  man  in  the  room  where  she 
and  her  sisters  slept,  the  door  of  which  he  bolted,  gave 
an  alarm.  The  man  ran  out,  and  in  the  passage  met 
Sir  Henry  Ward ;  who,  armed  with  a  stick  and  revolver, 
chased  him  into  the  drawing-room.  Here  the  intruder, 
brandishing  a  knife,  came  to  bay.  But  the  governor 
shot  him  in  the  shoulder,  and  fought  with  him  until, 
assistance  arriving,  the  ruffian  was  overpowered. 

By  the  West  India  Mail  we  learn  that  at  Jamaica 
the  Legislature  would  meet  on  the  16th  inst.  The 
weather  was  intensely  hot,  and  the  island  generally 
healthy.  At  Tobago  affairs  had  slightly  improved.  An 
amended  constitution,  similar  to  that  of  Jamaica,  had 
come  into  operation.  The  island  was  healthy,  and  the 
weather  favourable.  At  Barbadoes  the  weather  was 
wet,  and  the  prospect  of  a  large  crop  excellent.  At 
Demerara  the  weather  had  been  dry,  and  exceedingly 
favourable  for  maturing  the  sugar-cane,  many  crops  of 
which  have  considerably  improved.  Intelligence  from 
Grenada  reports  the  island  healthy,  but  business  still 
depressed.  The  plantations  had  derived  benefit  from 
the  weather,  but  the  want  of  labour  was  still  felt.  At 
Trinidad  heavy  rains  had  prevailed  throughout  the 
month,  and  the  young  canes  were  growing  fast.  In 
some  instances,  however,  the  crops  had  suffered  mate- 
rially from  the  storms. 


Intelligence  from  Melbourne  lias  been  received  to  the 
26th  of  July. 

Agricultural  operations  are  going  on  with  considerable 
vigour  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballarat.  Fencing, 
clearing,  and  cropping  are,  we  are  told,  proceeding  in  a 


style  which  shows  evident  earnestness  of  purpose.  The 
inhabitants  are  sanguine  in  their  anticipations  that  the 
district  will  ere  long  become  quite  an  agricultural  one, 
and  speculators  are  already  said  to  be  on  the  look-out  for 
good  sites  for  flour  mills. 

Riots  have  taken  place  at  the  diggings,  which,  though 
not  political,  have  been  of  formidable  magnitude,  threat- 
ening serious  consequences.  They  arose  from  a  local 
quarrel  between  an  unruly  section  of  the  mining  popu- 
lation known  as  the  "  Tipperary  Boys,"  and  the  rest  of 
the  diggers  :  they  were  decidedly  important  as  evidence 
of  feeling  and  customs  on  the  diggings,  and  of  the  power- 
lessness  of  the  government  in  those  districts.  The  "  Tip- 
perary Boys"  are  not  all  Irishmen,  much  less  all  from 
Tipperary,  the  name  being  given  to  them  merely  on 
account  of  their  large  possession  of  those  lawless  and 
pugnacious  qualities  supposed  to  be  characteristic  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  county.  It  seems  that  on  most  of  the 
diggings  they  congregate  inconsiderable  gangs,  and  have 
become  objects  at  once  of  terror  and  animosity  to  persons 
of  a  more  peaceable  persuasion. 

The  local  papers  give  curious  glimpses  of  the  progress 
of  colonial  society.  A  new  Theatre  Royal  has  been 
opened  at  Melbourne.  This  magnificent  establishment 
is  in  respect  of  dimensions  scarcely  inferior  to  Drury- 
lane  Theatre;  and  although  it  has  been  finished  some- 
what in  a  hurry,  the  decorations  and  general  appoint- 
ments are  upon  a  corresponding  scale  of  splendour.  The 
audience  portion  of  the  theatre  has  capacity  for  accom- 
modating over  three  thousand  persons;  and  the  stage, 
which  has  been  laid  down  with  every  attention  to  recent 
improvements,  is,  for  extent  and  adaptability  for  the 
purpose  intended,  equal  to  that  of  the  great  national 
establishment  to  which  we  have  referred.  Seats  are 
provided  for  3000  persons,  and  doubtless  on  crowded 
nights,  nearly  500  more  than  that  number  would  find 
places  upon  the  benches.  The  private  boxes  (17  in 
number)  accommodate  nearly  100  persons;  the  dress 
circle  about  400;  the  stalls  about  120;  the  upper  circle 
of  boxes,  about  500 ;  the  slips  about  120;  the  pit,  over 
1000;  and  the  gallery  about  700.  The  audience,  on  the 
opening  night,  appeared  to  find  abundance  of  amuse- 
ment in  observations  on  the  extreme  beauty  and  unex- 
pected grandeur  of  the  new  theatre,  and  although  it  was 
nearly  eight  o'clock  before  (he  curtain  rose,  very  little 
impatience  was  manifested,  and  at  any  time  only  by  an 
infinitesimal  minority.  Miss  Hayes — who  left  for  Sydney 
on  July  21 — was  recognised  in  one  of  the  proscenium 
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boxes.  Three  cheers  were  called  for,  for  Miss  Hayes, 
and  were  enthusiastically  given.  At  about  five  minutes 
to  eight  the  acting  manager's  signal  was  heard,  and  the 
curtain  rose  upon  the  company,  about  forty  in  number, 
and  the  national  anthem  was  sung,  Mrs.  Testar  leading, 
and  the  audience  in  the  boxes  remaining  standing  during 
the  same,  as  is  customary  amongst  the  assemblies  of  the 
loyal.  The  theatrical  lion  is  Mr.  G.V.Brooke;  and 
Miss  Catherine  Hayes  has  been  singing  with  immense 
success  and  profit. 

Melbourne  is  developing  an  increased  taste  for  jour- 
nalism. Two  weekly  papers,  the  Telegraph  and  the 
Pictorial  Times,  have  recently  appeared.  There  are 
three  monthlies,  "The  Monthly  Magazine,"  "The 
Rural  Magazine,"  and  "  The  Gardeners'  Chronicle." 
"  Melbourne  Punch,  Jan.,  Esq.,"  promises  his  weekly 
appearance,  on  and  after  the  2nd  of  August ;  and  a 
"  Medical  Gazette,"  and  a  "Builder,"  "conducted  by 
the  originator  of  the  London  publication  of  the  same 
name,"  were  promised.  A  letter  from  Forest  Creek 
diggings  says  : — "  The  demand  for  weekly  papers  and 
English  periodicals  is  very  great ;  the  rivalry  in  selling 
them  is  greater  still — boys  of  all  ages,  and  men  of  all 
nations,  are  employed  in  their  disposal,  and  even  from 
Castlemaine  an  agent  started  on  horseback,  with  parcels 
of  Punch,  Lloyd,  Illustrated  Neics,  §c,  armed  with  a 
brazen  trumpet,  through  which  he  shrieked  forth  the 
titles  of  his  journals  in  an  improved  penny-whistle  style. 

The  accounts  from  Tasmania  give  a  shocking  view  of 
the  amount  and  atrocity  of  crime  in  that  settlement. 
On  the  26:h  of  June,  four  men  were  hanged  in  front  of 
Hoharton  Gaol.  On  the  scaffold,  one  of  them  (Whelan) 
confessed  the  crime  of  which  he  had  been  convicted, 
viz.,  the  murder  of  three  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Green, 
Dunn,  and  Axford,  for  the  discovery  of  whose  remains 
large  rewards  had  been  offered  without  effect.  Not  only 
did  this  hardened  ruffian  state  all  the  particulars  as  to 
the  way  in  which  the  horrible  crime  was  committed, 
but  stated  where  he  had  hid  the  bodies  ;  and  they  have 
since  been  found  there  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  It 
appears  to  have  been  his  practice  to  stop  his  victims  on 
the  road,   to   compel   them   by   threats  to  go  a  short 


distance  into  the  bush,  and  then  to  shoot  them.  Ac- 
cording to  his  dying  avowal  he  had  murdered  two  other 
persons  after  robbing  them. 

The  advices  from  New  South  Wales  speak  of  pros- 
perity and  social  improvement.  Many  persons  hereto- 
fore engaged  in  the  search  for  gold  have  abandoned  that 
object  for  the  equally  remunerative  and  beneficial  pur- 
suit of  cultivating  the  soil.  It  is  also  remarked  that 
the  vast  congregation  of  persons  at  the  diggings  has 
entirely  changed  the  appearance  of  these  localities. 
Ballarat,  instead  of  being  only  a  gold  field,  is  become  a 
city  of  some  magnitude,  with  roomy  warehouses,  costly 
shops  with  plate-glass  windows,  taverns,  churches, 
chapels,  theatres,  and  assembly  rooms  ;  and  last,  not 
least,  a  grammar  school,  in  connection  with  the  church, 
for  boys  of  the  better  class,  fitting  instruction  being 
given  to  such  of  the  youth  as  can  be  made  available  for 
the  choir.  Ballarat  promises  to  become  the  capital  of 
the  diggings,  and  is  to  have  its  representatives  in  the 
Legislative  Council.  Notwithstanding  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  Australian  colonies,  many  emigrants 
who  have'  left  their  native  country  in  the  hope  of  bet- 
tering their  condition,  are  in  a  state  of  most  deplorable 
destitution.  They  are  almost  wholly  persons  unskilled 
either  in  agriculture  or  the  mechanical  arts,  and  consist 
chiefly  of  clerks,  shopmen,  tutors,  &c,  of  which  classes 
many  more  have  arrived  out  than  can  obtain  employ- 
ment. In  numerous  instances  these  unfortunates  have 
been  found  dying  in  hovels  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; 
in  some  cases  the  destitute  and  sick  father  has  been 
compelled  to  witness  his  wife  or  children,  hitherto 
unused  to  hardship,  resorting  to  repulsive  expedients, 
such  as  collecting  rags  and  bones,  or  imploring  charity, 
in  order  to  raise  the  means  of  keeping  body  and  soul 
together.  Their  privations  in  a  foreign  land,  where 
they  were  led  to  expect  competence,  if  not  affluence, 
are  rendered  the  more  acute  and  painful  by  the  memory 
of  home  comforts  unwisely  and  too  hastily  quitted.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  deplorable  state  of  these  poor 
aliens  will  have  the  effect  of  deterring  all  persons  but 
mechanics  and  field-labourers  from  seeking  employ  in 
these  colonies,  unless  they  are  bound  for  the  gold  fields. 


NAERATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  various  English  and  French  Official  accounts  of 
the  Storming  of  the  Malakhoff  and  the  Redan  on  the 
8th  of  September,  a?id  the  subsequent  Fall  of  Sebas- 
topol,  were  given  in  last  month's  Narrative.  A  great 
mass  of  details  as  to  these  events,  contained  in  the  com- 
munications of  newspaper  correspondents,  and  letters 
from  officers  and  soldiers,  have  been  received.  From 
these  we  extract  some  of  the  most  interesting  particulars. 
The  French,  it  will  be  remembered,  began  by  an 
assault  on  the  Malakhoff.  "  Our  soldiers,"  says  a  cor- 
respondent of  La  Presse,  "  found  themselves  confront- 
ing traverses  of  earth  tolerably  high,  running  into  one 
another,  where  the  men  could  only  advance  by  a  step 
at  a  time  in  following  a  winding  course  under  the 
enemy's  fire.  This  way  appeared  to  our  soldiers  too 
long  and  dangerous.  With  that  marvellous  instinct 
that  distinguishes  them,  they  soon  found  another  way, 
which  the  Russians  had  not  thought  of.  Instead  of 
attacking  these  intricate  defences,  they  turned  them  by 
running  along  the  embrasures,  bounding  like  roebucks 
from  one  battlement  to  the  other,  at  the  risk  of  falling 
down  a  frightful  precipice.  In  this  way,  to  the  great 
amazement  of  the  Russians,  they  reached  the  centre  of 
the  position,  and  fell  on  them  with  fixed  bayonets.  .  .  . 
No  sooner  had  they  been  driven  out  of  the  redoubt 
through  the  gorge  that  leads  to  the  huge  barracks 
adjacent  to  the  Malakhoff,  and  long  supposed  by  us  to 
be  a  fort,  than  they  strengthened  their  numbers, 
brought  up  their  reserves,  and  rushed  back  to  the 
ramparts  with  a  fury  quite  unusual  on  their  part.  Our 
soldiers  drove  them  out  headlong  a  second  time.  The 
Russians  were  not  beaten  yet;  they  made  another  des- 
perate attempt ;  their  prodigious  efforts  were  foiled  by 
the  cool  intrepidity  of  our  soldiers.     Never,  say   the 


actors  in  this  terrible  drama  where  the  fate  of  Sebas- 
topol  was  being  wound  up — never  did  the  Russians 
display  more  gallantry,  dash,  and  boldness.  On  this 
occasion  they  did  not  retreat  till  they  were  crushed, 
leaving  behind  them  a  hill  of  dead  and  wounded  in  the 

gorge  of  the  redoubt It  was  three  o'clock,  and 

General  M'Mahon  sent  to  General  Pelissier,  who  was 
at  the  Green  Mamelon,  500  metres  distant  from  the 
Malakhoff,  behind  a  parapet  of  earth-sacks,  a  letter 
thus  worded:  'I  am  in  the  Malakhoff,  and  sure  of 
maintaining  myself  in  it.'  " 

A  full  description  of  the  assault  on  the  Redan,  the 
struggle  to  retain  it,  and  the  final  repulse  of  the  British 
troops  is  given  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Times, 
whose  letters,  during  the  Crimean  campaign,  have 
gained  a  European  celebrity.  A  more  striking  picture 
of  a  scene,  almost  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  war, 
has  perhaps  never  been  painted.  The  length  of  the 
account  renders  some  abridgement  necessary.  It  was 
written  on  the  night  of  the  day  of  battle. 

"  The  weather  changed  suddenly  yesterday.  This 
morning  it  became  bitterly  cold.  A  biting  wind  right 
from  the  north  side  of  Sebastopol  blew  intolerable 
clouds  of  harsh  dust  into  our  faces.  The  sun  was 
obscured  ;  the  sky  was  of  a  leaden  wintry  gray.  Early 
in  the  morning  a  strong  force  of  cavalry,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Hodge,  was  moved  up  to  the  front 
and  formed  a  chain  of  sentries  in  front  of  Cathcart's 
hill  and  all  along  our  lines.  Another  line  of  sentries 
in  the  rear  of  them  was  intended  to  stop  stragglers  and 
idlers  from  Balaklava,  and  the  object  in  view  was  pro- 
bably to  prevent  the  Russians  gathering  any  intimation 
of  our  attack  from  the  unusual  accumulation  of  people 
on  the  look-out  hills.     At  11.30  the  Highland  Brigade, 
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under  Brigadier  Cameron,  marched  up  from  Kamara 
and  took  up  its  position  in  reserve  at  the  Right  Attack, 
and  the  Guards,  also  in  reserve,  were  posted  on  the 
same  side  of  the  Woronzoff  road.  The  first  brigade  of 
the  Fourth  Division  served  the  trenches  of  the  Left 
Attack  the  night  before,  and  remained  in  them.  The 
second  brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division  was  in  reserve. 
The  Guards,  who  served  the  trenches  of  the  Left 
Attack,  and  only  marched  out  that  morning,  were 
turned  out  again  after  arriving  at  their  camp.  The 
Third  Division,  massed  on  the  hill  side  before  their 
camp,  were  also  in  reserve,  in  readiness  to  move  down 
by  the  Left  Attack  in  case  their  services  were  required. 
General  Pelissier  during  the  night  collected  about 
30,000  men  in  and  about  the  Mamelon,  to  form  the 
storming  columns  for  the  Malakhoff  and  Little  Redan, 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  reserves.  The  French 
were  reinforced  by  5000  Sardinians,  who  marched  up 
from  the  Tchernaya  last  night.  It  was  arranged  that  the 
French  were  to  attack  the  Malakhoff  at  noon,  and,  as  soon 
as  their  attack  began,  that  we  were  to  assault  the  Redan. 
And  at  10.30  the  Second  Division  and  the  Light  Division 
moved  down  to  the  trenches,  and  were  placed  in  the 
advanced  parallels  as  quietly  and  unostentatiously  as 
possible.  About  the  same  hour  General  Simpson  and 
staff  moved  down  to  the  second  parallel  of  the  Green- 
hill  Battery.  Sir  Harry  Jones,  too  ill  to  move  hand  or 
foot,  nevertheless  insisted  on  being  carried  down  to 
witness  the  assault,  and  was  borne  to  the  parallel  on  a 
litter,  in  which  he  remained  till  all  was  over.  It  was, 
as  I  have  said,  a  bitter  cold  day,  and  a  stranger  would 
have  been  astonished  at  the  aspect  of  the  British  Generals 
as  they  viewed  the  assault.  The  commander-in-chief, 
General  Simpson,  sat  in  the  trench,  with  his  nose  and 
eyes  just  facing  the  cold  and  dust,  and  his  cloak  drawn 
Up  over  his  head  to  protect  him  against  both.  General 
Jones  wore  a  red  nightcap,  and  reclined  on  his  litter  ;  and 
Sir  Richard  Airey,  the  quartermaster-general,  had  a 
white  pocket-handkerchief  tied  over  his  cap  and  ears, 
which  detracted  somewhat  from  a  martial  and  belli- 
gerent aspect.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  stationed 
at  Cathcart's  hill  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  after- 
wards moved  off  to  the  right  to  the  Picket  house  look- 
out over  the  Woronzoff  road.  All  the  amateurs  and 
travelling  gentlemen,  who  rather  abounded  here  just 
now,  were  in  a  state  of  great  excitement,  and  dotted  the 
plain  in  eccentric  attire,  which  recalled  one's  old 
memories  of  Cowes,  and  yachting  and  sea-bathing — were 
engaged  in  a  series  of  subtle  manoeuvres  to  turn  the 
flank  of  unwary  sentries,  and  to  get  to  the  front,  and 
their  success  was  most  creditable  to  their  enterprise  and 
ingenuity.  The  Tartars,  Turks,  and  Eupatorians  were 
singularly  perturbed  for  such  placid  people,  and  thronged 
every  knoll  which  commanded  the  smallest  view  of  the 
place.  At  10.45  General  Pelissier  and  his  staff  went  up 
to  the  French  Observatory  on  the  right.  The  French 
trenches  were  crowded  with  men  as  close  as  they  could 
pack,  and  we  could  see  our  men  through  the  breaks  in 
the  clouds  of  dust,  which  were  most  irritating,  all  ready 
in  their  trenches.  The  cannonade  languished  purposely 
towards  noon  ;  but  the  Russians,  catching  sight  of  the 
cavalry  and  troops  in  front,  began  to  shell  Cathcart's 
hill  and  the  heights,  and  disturbed  the  equanimity  of 
some  of  the  spectators.  A  few  minutes  before  twelve 
o'clock  the  French,  like  a  swarm  of  bees,  issued  forth 
from  their  trenches  close  to  the  doomed  Malakhoff, 
swarmed  up  its  face,  and  were  through  the  embrasures 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  They  crossed  the  seven 
metres  of  ground  which  separated  them  from  the  enemy 
at  a  few  bounds — they  drifted  as  lightly  and  quickly  as 
autumn  leaves  before  the  wind,  battalion  after  battalion, 
into  the  embrasures,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  after  the 
head  of  their  column  issued  from  the  ditch  the  tricolor 
was  floating  over  the  Korniloff  Bastion.  The  musketry 
was  very  feeble  at  first— indeed,  our  allies  took  the 
Russians  quite  by  surprise,  and  very  few  of  the  latter 
were  in  the  Malakhoff;  but  they  soon  recovered  them- 
selves, and  from  twelve  o'clock  till  past  seven  in  the 
evening  the  French  had  to  meet  and  defeat  the  repeated 
attempts  of  the  enemy  to  regain  the  work  and  the  Little 
Redan,  when,  weary  of  the  fearful  slaughter  of  his  men, 
who  lay  in  thousands  over  the  exterior  of  the  works, 
I     the  Muscovite  general,  despairing  of  success,  withdrew 


his  exhausted  legions,  and  prepared,  with  admirable 
skill,  to  evacuate  the  place.  As  soon  as  the  tricolor 
was  observed  waving  over  the  parapet  of  the  Malakhoff 
through  the  smoke  and  dust,  four  rockets  were  sent  up 
from  Chapman's  attack  one  after  another  as  a  signal  for 
our  assault  on  the  Redan.  The  covering  party  consisted 
of  100  men  of  the  3rd  Buffs,  under  Captain  John  Lewes, 
who  highly  distinguished  himself,  and  100  men  of  the 
Second  Battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  under  the  com- 
mand of  poor  Captain  Hammond.  The  scaling-ladder 
party  consisted  of  160  of  the  3rd  Buffs,  under  Captain 
Maude,  whose  gallantry  was  very  conspicuous  through- 
out the  affair,  in  addition  to  the  160  of  the  97th,  under 
the  gallant  and  lamented  Welsford.  The  part  of  the 
force  of  the  Second  Division  consisted  of  260  of  the  3rd 
Buffs,  300  of  the  41st  (Welsh),  200  of  the  62nd,  and  a 
working  party  of  100  men  of  the  41st.  The  rest  of 
Windham's  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  47th  and  49th, 
were  in  reserve,  together  with  Warren's  Brigade  of  the 
same  division,  of  which  the  30th  and  55th  were  called 
into  action,  and  suffered  severely.  Brigadier  Shirley 
was  on  board  ship,  but  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the 
assault  he  resolved  to  join  his  brigade,  and  he  accordingly 
came  up  to  the  camp  that  very  morning.  Colonel 
Unett,  of  the  19th  Regiment,  was  the  senior  officer  in 
Brigadier  Shirley's  absence,  and  on  him  would  have 
devolved  the  duty  of  leading  the  storming  column 
of  the  Light  Division,  had  the  latter  not  returned. 
Colonel  Unett,  ignorant  of  the  brigadier's  intention 
to  leave  shipboard,  had  to  decide  with  Colonel  Wind- 
ham who  should  take  precedence  in  the  attack.  They 
tossed,  and  Colonel  Unett  won.  He  had  it  in  his  power 
to  say  whether  he  would  go  first  or  follow  Colonel 
Windham.  He  looked  at  the  shilling,  turned  it  over, 
and  said,  '  My  choice  is  made ;  I'll  be  the  first  man 
into  the  Redan.'  But  fate  willed  it  otherwise,  and  he 
was  struck  down  badly  wounded  ere  yet  he  reached  the 
abattis,  although  he  was  not  leading  the  column. 
Scarcely  had  the  men  left  the  fifth  parallel  when  the 
guns  on  the  flank  of  the  Redan  opened  on  them  as  they 
moved  on  rapidly  to  the  salient,  in  which  there  were  of 
course  no  cannon,  as  the  nature  of  such  a  work  does 
not  permit  of  their  being  placed  in  that  particular 
position.  In  a  few  seconds  Brigadier  Shirley  was 
temporarily  blinded  by  the  dust  and  by  earth  knocked 
into  his  eyes  by  a  shot.  He  was  obliged  to  retire,  and 
his  place  was  taken  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bunbury,  of 
the  23rd  Regiment,  who  was  next  in  rank  to  Colonel 
Unett,  already  struck  down  and  carried  to  the  rear. 
Brigadier  Van  Straubenzee  received  a  contusion  of  the 
face,  and  was  also  forced  to  leave  the  field.  Colonel 
Handcock  fell,  mortally  wounded  in  the  head  by  a 
bullet,  and  never  spoke  again.  Captain  Hammond  fell 
dead.  Major  Welsford  was  killed  on  the  spot.  Cap- 
tain Grove  was  severely  wounded.  Many  officers  and 
men  were  hit  and  fell ;  and  of  the  commanders  of 
parties,  only  acting  Brigadier-General  Windham,  Cap- 
tain Fyers,  Captain  Lewes,  and  Captain  Maude  got 
untouched  into  the  Redan,  and  escaped  scatheless  from 
the  volleys  of  grape  and  rifle  balls  which  swept  the 
flanks  of  the  work  towards  the  salient.  As  they  came 
nearer,  the  enemy's  Are  became  less  fatal.  They 
crossed  the  abattis  without  difficulty  ;  it  was  torn  to 
pieces  and  destroyed  by  our  shot,  and  the  men  stepped 
over  and  through  it  with  ease.  The  Light  Division 
made  straight  for  the  salient  and  projecting  angle 
of  the  Redan,  and  came  to  the  ditch,  which  is  here 
about  fifteen  feet  deep.  The  party  detailed  for  the 
purpose  placed  the  ladders,  but  they  were  found  to  be 
too  short.  However,  had  there  been  enough  of  them, 
that  would  not  have  mattered  much,  but  some  had  been 
left  behind  in  the  hands  of  dead  or  wounded  men,  and 
others  had  been  broken,  so  that  if  one  can  credit  the 
statements  made  by  those  who  were  present,  there  were 
not  more  than  six  or  seven  ladders  at  the  salient.  The 
men,  led  by  their  officers,  leaped  into  the  ditch  and 
scrambled  up  the  other  side,  whence  they  got  up  the 
parapet  almost  without  opposition;  for  the  few  Russians 
who  were  in  front  ran  back  and  got  behind  their 
traverses  and  breastworks  as  soon  as  they  saw  our  men 
on  the  top,  and  opened  fire  upon  them.  Lamentable  as 
it  no  doubt  is,  and  incredible  almost  to  those  who  know 
how  the  British  soldier  generally  behaves  before  the 
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enemy,  the  men,  when  they  got  on  the  parapet,  were 
seized  by  some  strange  infatuation,  and  began  firing, 
instead  of  following  their  officers,  who  now  began  to 
fall  fast  as  they  rushed  on  in  front,  and  tried  to  stimu- 
late their  soldiers  by  their  example.  Notwithstanding 
the  popular  prejudice  to  the  contrary,  most  men  stand 
fire  much  better  than  closing  with  an  enemy.  The 
small  party  of  the  90th,  much  diminished,  went  on 
gallantly  towards  the  breastwork,  but  they  were  too 
weak  to  force  it,  and  they  had  to  retire  and  get  behind 
the  traverses,  where  men  of  different  regiments  had 
already  congregated,  and  were  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire 
on  the  Russians,  whose  heads  were  just  visible  above 
the  breastwork.  Simultaneously  with  the  head  of  the 
storming  party  of  the  Light  Division,  Colonel  Windham 
had  got  inside  the  Redan  on  their  right,  below  the 
salient  on  the  proper  lett  face  of  the  Redan;  but  in 
spite  of  all  his  exertions,  could  do  little  more  than  the 
gallant  officers  of  the  90th  and  97th,  and  of  the  sup- 
porting regiments.  As  the  Light  Division  rushed  out 
in  the  front  they  were  swept  by  the  guns  of  the 
Barrack  Battery  and  by  several  pieces  on  the  proper 
right  of  the  Redan,  loaded  heavily  with  grape,  which 
caused  them  considerable  loss  ere  they  reached  the 
salient  or  apex  of  the  work  which  they  were  to  assault. 
The  storming  columns  of  the  Second  Division  issuing 
out  of  the  fifth  parallel  rushed  up  immediately  after 
the  Light  Division,  but  when  they  came  up  close  to  the 
apex  Brigadier  Windham  very  judiciously  brought  them 
by  a  slight  detour  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Light 
Division,  so  as  to  come  a  little  down  on  the  slope  of  the 
proper  left  face  of  the  Redan.  The  first  embrasure  to 
which  they  came  was  in  flames,  but  moving  on  to  the 
next,  the  men  leaped  into  the  ditch,  and,  with  the  aid 
of  ladders  and  of  each  others'  hands,  scrambled  up  on 
the  other  side,  climbed  the  parapet,  or  poured  in 
through  the  embrasure  which  was  undefended.  Colonel 
Windham  was  the  first,  or  one  of  the  very  first,  men  in 
on  this  side,  and  with  him  entered  Daniel  Mahoney,  a 
great  grenadier  of  the  41st,  Killeany  and  Cornellis 
of  the  same  regiment.  As  Mahoney  entered  with 
a  cheer  he  was  shot  through  the  head  by  a  Russian 
rifleman  and  fell  dead  across  Col.  Windham,  and 
at  the  same  moment  Killeany  and  Cornellis  were 
both  wounded.  The  latter  claims  the  reward  of  51. 
offered  by  Colonel  Herbert  to  the  first  man  of  his 
division  who  entered  the  Redan.  Running  parallel  to 
the  faces  of  the  Redan  there  is,  as  I  have  described, 
an  inner  parapet  intended  to  shield  the  gunners  at  the 
embrasures  from  the  effects  of  any  shell  which  might 
fall  into  the  body  of  the  work,  and  strike  them  down  if 
this  high  bank  were  not  there  to  protect  them  from  the 
splinters.  Several  cuts  in  the  rear  of  the  embrasures  per- 
mitted the  men  to  retire  in  case  of  need  inside,  and  very 
strong  and  high  traverses  ran  all  along  the  sides  of  the 
work  itself  to  afford  them  additional  shelter.  At  the 
base  of  the  Redan,  before  the  re-entering  angles  is  a 
breastwork,  or  rather  a  parapet  with  an  irregular  curve, 
up  to  a  man's  neck,  which  runs  in  front  of  the  body  of 
the  place.  As  our  men  entered  through  the  embrasures, 
the  few  Russians  who  were  between  the  salient  and 
this  breastwork  retreated  behind  the  latter,  and  got 
from  the  traverses  to  its  protection.  From  it  they  poured 
in  a  quick  fire  on  the  parapet  of  the  salient,  which  was 
crowded  by  the  men  of  the  Light  Division,  and  on  the 
gaps  through  the  inner  parapet  of  the  Redan,  and  our 
men,  with  an  infatuation  which  all  officers  deplore,  but 
cannot  always  remedy  on  such  occasions,  began  to  re- 
turn the  fire  of  the  enemy  without  advancing  or  crossing 
behind  tho  traverses,  loaded  and  fired  as  quickly  as 
they  could,  but  did  but  little  execution,  as  the  Rus- 
sians were  well  covered  by  the  breastwork.  There 
were  also  groups  of  Russian  riflemen  behind  the  lower 
traverses  near  the  base  of  the  Redan,  who  kept  up  a 
galling  fire  on  our  men.  As  the  alarm  of  an  assault 
was  spread  the  enemy  came  rushing  up  from  the  bar- 
racks in  the  rear  of  the  Redan,  and  increased  the  force 
and  intensity  of  their  fire,  while  our  soldiers  dropped 
fast  and  encouraged  the  Prussians  by  their  immobility 
and  the  weakness  of  their  fusillade,  from  which  the 
enemy  were  well  protected.  In  vain  the  officers,  by 
voice  and  act,  by  example  and  daring,  tried  to  urge  our 
soldiers  on.  They  had  an  impression  that  the  Redan  was 


all  mined,  and  that  if  they  advanced  they  would  all  be 
blown  up,  but  many  of  them  acted  as  became  the  men  of 
Alma  and  Inkermau,  and,  rushing  to  the  front,  were 
swept  down  by  the  enemy's  fire.  The  officers  fell  on 
all  sides,  singled  out  for  the  enemy's  fire  by  their 
courage.  The  men  of  the  different  regiments  became 
mingled  together  in  inextricable  confusion.  The  19th 
men  did  not  care  for  the  orders  of  the  officers  of  the 
88th,  nor  did  the  soldier  of  the  23rd  heed  the  commands 
of  an  officer  who  did  not  belong  to  his  regiment.  The 
officers  could  not  find  their  men — the  men  had  lost 
sight  of  their  own  officers.  All  the  brigadiers,  save 
Colonel  Windham,  were  wounded  or  rendered  unlit  for 
the  guidance  of  the  attack.  That  gallant  officer  did  all 
that  man  could  do  to  form  his  men  for  the  attack,  and 
to  lead  them  against  the  enemy.  Proceeding  from  tra- 
verse to  traverse,  he  coaxed  the  men  to  come  out,  and 
succeeded  several  times  in  forming  a  few  of  them,  but 
they  melted  away  as  fast  as  he  laid  hold  of  them,  and 
either  fell  in  their  little  ranks  or  retired  to  cover  to 
keep  up  their  fusillade.  Many  of  the-m  crowded  to  the 
lower  parts  of  the  inner  parapet  and  kept  up  a  smart 
fire  on  the  enemy,  but  nothing  would  induce  them  to 
come  out  into  the  open  space  and  charge  the  breast- 
work. This  was  all  going  on  at  the  proper  left  face  of 
the  Redan,  while  nearly  the  same  scene  was  being  re- 
peated at  the  salient.  Every  moment  our  men  were 
diminishing  in  numbers,  while  the  Russians  came  up  in 
swarms  from  the  town,  and  rushed  down  from  the 
Malakhoff,  which  had  now  been  occupied  by  the  French. 
Thrice  did  Colonel  Windham  send  officers  to  Sir  W. 
Codrington,  who  was  in  the  fifth  parallel,  begging  of 
him  to  send  up  supports  in  some  order  of  formation ; 
but  all  tnese  three  officers  were  wounded  as  they  passed 
from  the  ditch  of  the  Redan  to  the  rear,  and  the 
Colonel's  own  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Swire,  of  the 
17th,  a  gallant  young  officer,  was  hit  dangerously  on  the 
hip  as  he  went  on  his  perilous  errand.  Supports 
were  indeed  sent  up,  but  they  came  up  in  disorder  from 
the  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed  on  their  way,  and 
arrived  in  driblets  only  to  increase  the  confusion  and 
the  carnage.  Finding  that  he  could  not  collect  any  men 
on  the  left  face,  Colonel  Windham  passed  through  one 
of  the  cuts  of  the  inner  parapet  and  walked  over  to  the 
right  face  at  the  distance  of  thirty  yards  from  the  Rus- 
sian breastwork,  to  which  he  moved  in  a  parallel  line, 
exposed  to  a  close  fire,  but,  wonderful  to  say,  without 
being  touched.  When  he  got  behind  the  inner  parapet 
at  the  right  face  he  found  the  same  state  of  things  as 
that  which  existed  at  the  left.  The  men  were  behind 
the  traverses,  firing  away  at  the  Russians  or  blazing  at 
them  from  the  broken  parts  of  the  front,  and  the  soldiers 
who  came  down  from  the  salient  in  front  only  got  be- 
hind these  works  for  cover  while  they  loaded  and  fired 
at  the  enemy.  The  colonel  got  some  riflemen  and  a  few 
men  of  the  88th  together,  but  no  sooner  had  he  brought 
them  out  than  they  were  killed,  wounded,  or  dispersed 
by  a  concentrated  fire.  The  officers,  with  the  noblest  devo- 
tion, aided  Colonel  Wiudham,  and  became  the  special 
marks  of  the  enemy's  riflemen.  The  narrow  neck  of  the  sa- 
lient was  too  close  to  allow  of  any  kind  of  formation,  and 
the  more  the  men  crowded  into  it  the  more  they  got  out 
of  order  and  the  more  they  suffered  from  the  enemy's  fire. 
This  miserable  work  lasted  for  an  hour.  The  Russians  were 
now  in  dense  masses  behind  the  breastwork,  and  Colonel 
Windham  walked  back  again  across  the  open  space  to 
the  left  to  make  one  more  attempt  to  retrieve  the  day. 
The  men  on  the  parapet  of  the  salient,  who  were  firing 
at  the  Russians,  sent  their  shot  about  him,  and  the 
latter,  who  were  pouring  volley  after  volley  on  all  points 
of  tho  head  of  the  work,  likewise  directed  their  muskets 
against  him,  but  he  passed  through  this  cross  fire  in 
safety,  and  got  within  the  inner  parapet  on  the  left, 
where  the  men  were  becoming  thinner  and  thinner.  A 
Russian  officer  now  stepped  over  the  breastwork,  and 
tore  down  a  gabion  with  his  own  hands;  it  was  to  make 
room  for  a  field-piece.  Colonel  Windham  exclaimed  to 
several  soldiers  who  were  firing  over  the  parapet,  '  Well, 
as  you  are  so  fond  of  firing,  why  don't  you  shoot  that 
Russian  ? '  They  fired  a  volley  and  missed  him,  and 
soon  afterwards  the  field-piece  began  to  play  on  the  head 
of  the  salient  with  grape.  Colonel  Wiudham  saw  there 
was  no  time  to  be  lost.     He  had  sent  three  officers  for 
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reinforcements,  and,  above  all,  for  men  in  formation, 
and  he  now  resolved  to  go  to  General  Codrington  him- 
self. Seeing  Captain  Crealock,  of  the  90th,  near  him 
busy  in  encouraging  his  men,  and  exerting  himself  with 
great  courage  and  energy  to  get  them  into  order,  he 
said,  '  I  must  go  to  the  general  for  supports.  Now 
mind,  let  it  be  known,  in  case  I  am  killed,  why  I  weat 
away.'  He  crossed  the  parapet  and  ditch,  and  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  fifth  parallel  through  a  storm  of  grape 
and  rifle  bullets  in  safety.  Sir  William  Codrington 
asked  him  if  he  thought  he  really  could  do  anything 
with  such  supports  as  he  could  afford,  and  said  he  might 
take  the  Royals,  who  were  then  in  the  parallel.  '  Let 
the  officers  come  out  in  front — let  us  advance  in  order, 
and  if  the  men  keep  their  formation  the  Redan  is  ours,' 
was  the  colonel's  reply ;  but  he  spoke  too  late — for  at 
that  very  moment  our  men  were  seen  leaping  down  into 
the  ditch,  or  running  down  the  parapet  of  the  salient, 
and  through  the  embrasures  out  of  the  work  into  the 
ditch,  while  the  Russians  followed  them  with  the  bayonet 
and  with  heavy  musketry,  and  even  threw  stones  and 
grapeshot  at  them  as  they  lay  in  the  ditch.  The  fact 
was  that  the  Russians  having  accumulated  several  thou- 
sands of  men  behind  the  breastwork,  and  seeing  our  men 
all  scattered  up,  and  confused  behind  the  inner  parapet 
of  the  traverse,  crossed  the  breastwork,  through  which 
several  field-pieces  were  now  playing  with  grape  on  the 
inner  face  of  the  Redan,  and  charged  our  broken  groups 
with  the  bayonet,  at  the  same  time  that  the  rear-ranks, 
getting  on  the  breastwork,  poured  a  heavy  hail  of  bullets 
on  them  over  the  heads  of  the  advancing  column.  The 
struggle  that  took  place  was  short,  desperate,  and  bloody. 
Our  soldiers,  taken  at  every  disadvantage,  met  the  enemy 
with  the  bayonet  too,  and  isolated  combats  took  place 
in  which  the  brave  fellows  who  stood  their  ground  had 
to  defend  themselves  against  three  or  four  adversaries 
at  once.  In  this  melee  the  officers,  armed  only  with 
their  swords,  had  little  chance ;  nor  had  those  who 
carried  pistols  much  opportunity  of  using  them  in  such 
a  rapid  contest.  They  fell  like  heroes,  and  many  a  gal- 
lant soldier  with  them.  The  bodies  of  English  and 
Russians  inside  the  Redan,  locked  in  an  embrace  which 
death  could  not  relax,  but  had  rather  cemented  all  the 
closer,  lay  next  day  inside  the  Redan  as  evidences  of 
the  terrible  animosity  of  the  struggle.  But  the  solid 
weight  of  the  advancing  mass,  urged  on,  and  fed  each 
moment  from  the  rear  by  company  after  company  and 
battalion  after  battalion,  prevailed  at  last  agaiust  the 
isolated  and  disjointed  band,  who  had  abandoned  the 
protection  of  unanimity  of  courage,  and  had  lost  the 
advantages  of  discipline  and  obedience.  As  though 
some  giant  rock  had  advanced  into  the  sea  and  forced 
back  the  waters  that  buffeted  it,  so  did  the  Russian 
columns  press  down  against  the  spray  of  soldiery  which 
fretted  their  edge  with  fire  and  steel,  and  contended  in 
vain  against  their  weight.  The  struggling  band  was 
forced  back  by  the  enemy,  who  moved  on,  crushing  friend 
and  foe  beneath  their  solid  tramp,  and,  bleeding,  pant- 
ing, and  exhausted,  our  men  lay  in  heaps  in  the  ditch 
beneath  the  parapet,  sheltered  themselves  behind  stones 
and  in  bomb-craters  in  the  slope  of  the  work,  or  tried  to 
pass  back  to  our  advanced  parallel  and  sap,  and  had  to 
run  the  gauntlet  of  a  tremendous  fire.  Many  of  them 
lost  their  lives,  or  were  seriously  wounded  in  this  at- 
tempt. The  scene  in  the  ditch  was  appalling,  although 
some  of  the  officers  have  assured  me  that  they  and  the 
men  here  laughed  at  the  precipitation  with  which  many 
brave  and  gallant  fellows  did  not  hesitate  from  plunging 
headlong  upon  the  mass  of  bayonets,  muskets,  and 
sprawling  soldiers — the  ladders  were  all  knocked  down 
or  broken,  so  that  it  was  difficult  for  the  men  to  get  up 
at  the  other  side  ;  and  the  dead,  the  dying,  the  wounded, 
and  the  sound  were  all  lying  in  heaps  together.  The 
Russians  came  out  of  the  embrasures,  plied  them  with 
stones,  grape-shot,  and  the  bayonet,  but  were  soon  forced 
to  retire  by  the  fire  of  our  batteries  and  riflemen,  and 
under  cover  of  this  fire  many  of  our  men  escaped  to  the 
approaches.  In  some  instances  the  enemy  persisted  in 
remaining  outside  in  order  to  plunder  the  bodies  of 
those  who  were  lying  on  the  slope  of  the  parapet,  and 
paid  the  penalty  of  their  rashness  in  being  stretched 
beside  their  foes ;  but  others  came  forth  on  a  holier 
errand,  and  actually  brought  water  to  our  wounded." 


Such  was  the  end  of  this  tremendous  conflict.  Its 
renewal  next  morning,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  ren- 
dered unnecessary,  the  Russians  having  evacuated  the 
Redan. 

The  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  central  bastion  by  the 
French,  after  the  Malakhoff  had  been  carried,  was 
equally  desperate  with  the  British  attack  on  the  Redan. 
It  is  thus  described  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
News : — 

"  The  signal  from  the  Malakhoff  that  the  French  were 
successful  was  to  be  repeated  at  the  Lancaster  Battery 
to  the  right  of  the  great  ravine  leading  up  from  the 
inner  harbour,  and  again  at  the  Maison  Blanche  to 
inform  General  de  Salles,  who  commanded  the  French 
force  on  the  extreme  left — the  Second  Division  of  the 
first  corps,  supported  by  the  First  Division — destined  for 
the  attack  of  the  Central  Bastion.  In  case  it  proved 
successful,  it  was  to  be  immediately  followed  by  the 
advance  of  a  brigade  of  Piedmontese,  numbering  about 
1,400  men,  against  the  Flagstaff  Battery.  They  were 
all  mustered  in  the  trenches  from  an  early  hour,  and 
were  distinctly  perceived  by  the  Russians,  who  were 
fully  prepared  for  them.  The  day  was  very  cold,  and 
the  great  masses  of  dust  accumulated  on  the  roads  and 
in  every  hole  and  corner  of  this  monster  camp  were 
raised  by  a  high  cutting  wind,  and  filled  the  air  in  all 
directions.  The  consequence  was,  that  although  General 
de  Salles  himself,  all  his  officers  of  etat  major,  those  of 
the  Piedmontese  etat  major,  everybody,  in  fact,  who 
could  produce  one,  had  their  telescopes  levelled  on  the 
Maison  Blanche,  the  signal  could  not  be  seen.  Time 
wore  on  :  half-past  one  at  last  came,  and  then,  losing 
patience,  he  sent  off  two  aides-de-camp  ventre-a-terre 
to  learn  how  matters  stood.  They  learnt  on  their 
arrival  that  the  signals  had  been  duly  made,  but  had 
received  no  reply.  Rocket  after  rocket  was  again  sent 
up,  and  this  time  were  distinctly  perceived  and  replied 
to,  and  the  next  minute  the  general  drew  his  sword, 
shouted  '  En  avant!'  and  the  column  rushed  forward 
au  pas  de  course,  some  sappers  bowling  along  in  front 
carrying  small  wooden  bridges  to  be  thrown  over  the 
ditch.  This  was  done  in  a  second — little  masses  of 
men  shot  across,  and  mounted  the  parapet.  '  Now 
comes  the  tug  of  war,'  thought  every  one  ;  but  every 
one  was  mistaken.  The  parapet  was  greatly  battered 
and  knocked  about  by  the  shell ;  there  were  small  caves 
in  it,  heights  and  hollows  in  it,  of  all  possible  dimen- 
sions, and  in  and  on  these,  in  all  possible  postures  from 
the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  the  assailant  stood,  sat, 
or  squatted.  The  officers  shouted,  waved  their  swords, 
entreated  and  commanded  in  vain  ;  the  fact  is — it  is  a 
fact  which  in  these  matters  it  is  not  fair  to  overlook — 
that  when,  as  in  this  case,  you  have  run  a  hundred 
yards  or  more  exposed  to  showers  of  grape,  and  arrive 
breathless  on  such  a  pleasant  spot  as  on  the  wrong  side  of 
a  parapet,  behind  which  some  thousands  of  fellows  are 
waiting  for  you,  and  thirsting  for  your  blood,  it  is  no 
easy  matter  to  get  you  to  make  up  your  mind  to  pitch 
yourself  across,  knowing  as  you  do  perfectly  well  that 
the  first  hundred  men  who  go  in  are  almost  certain  to 
be  fallen  upon  and  massacred  like  so  many  "wolves. 
Things  remained  in  this  state  for  exactly  four  minutes ; 
it  seemed  an  age ;  and  during  the  whole  of  the  time  the 
Russians  were  flinging  hand  grenades  across  in  showers. 
At  twenty  minutes  past  two  General  de  Salles  raised 
himself  above  the  parapet  of  the  French  trench,  took  off 
his  kepi,  and  waving  it  over  his  head,  shouted  out 
'  Vive  l'Empereur !  '  everybody  around  him  took  up 
the  cry :  the  men  in  reserve  repeated  it ;  enthusiasm 
began  to  boil  up  ;  the  soldiers  on  the  parapet  caught  the 
infection,  jumped  up,  yelled  out  the  famous  war-cry 
once  more,  sprang  across,  and  disappeared  in  the  interior 
of  the  fort,  like  divers  taking  their  plunge.  After  this, 
for  several  minutes,  the  only  sounds  to  be  heard  were 
those  arising  from  a  deadly  tight,  man  to  man,  '  tooth 
and  nail,'  shouts  and  execrations,  drowned  or  inter- 
rupted ever  and  anon  by  the  crash  of  the  musketry,  now 
dying  into  dropping-shots,  and  then  in  one  burst  rising 
into  a  passionate  rattle,  as  if  oceans  of  hate  and  rage 
and  courage  and  enthusiasm  found  an  outlet  in  those 
furious  volleys.  At  last  the  sounds  began  to  wax 
fainter ;  the  Russians  had  been  driven  out  and  the 
French  were  advancing.     The  Russian  reserves,  how- 
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ever,  bad  now  come  up,  in  two  columns,  and  approached 
the  French  to  the  right  and  left ;  there  was  really  little 
to  fear,  and  the  Piedmontese  were  forming  for  the 
assault  on  the  Flaestaff  Battery,  when  some  one  among 
the  French  in  the  Central  Bastion — one  of  those  unhappy 
individuals  upon  whom  the  god  Pan  so  often  seizes  at 
moments  when  great  destinies  or  great  interests  are  at 
stake,  and  makes  him  the  instrument  of  ruin  and  dis- 
order— shouted  out,  '  Nous  sommes  tournes  !  '  in  an 
instant  all  was  confusion ;  the  whole  force  wheeled 
about,  and  bolted  bodily,  flinging  themselves  across  the 
parapet,  vastly  quicker  than  on  the  previous  occasions, 
and  ran  back  for  dear  life  towards  the  trenches,  under 
showers  of  grape  from  the  flanking  batteries  in  the 
bastion,  and  from  the  lunette  on  the  left.  On  seeing 
this,  General  de  Salles  became  pale  with  rage,  rushed 
out,  and  threw  himself  in  the  path  of  the  fugitives, 
crying  '  Canaille,  vous  allez  deshonorer  la  France! 
arret tz  !  '  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  officers,  '  Mes- 
sieurs, est  ce  que  vous  laissez  filer  vos  soldats  comme 
cela?  En  avant !  en  avant !  Vive  l'Empereur  !  '  He 
seized  hold  of  some  of  the  men,  whirled  them  to  the 
right  about,  and  inflicted  upon  them  some  of  that  com- 
pendious vituperation  of  which  only  the  French  language 
is  capable.  There  was  one  little  conscript — beardless, 
slender,  hardly  able  to  trot  under  his  musket,  evidently 
not  long  in  the  ranks,  and  fitter  to  be  by  his  mother's 
side  than  amidst  the  horrors  of  a  deadly  fight,  who,  in 
an  evil  hour  for  him,  attracted  the  general's  notice  by 
his  desperate  efforts  to  reach  some  place  of  shelter.  The 
latter  rushed  towards  him,  tore  one  of  his  cotton  epau- 
lettes off  his  shoulder,  and  shouted  in  his  ear — '  Com- 
ment '  vous  n'etes  pas  Francais  done  !  '  The  reproach 
stung  the  poor  boy  to  the  quick  ;  all  his  fiery  chivalrous 
French  blood  rose  in  him  to  repel  it ;  his  face  flushed 
up,  and  constantly  repeating,  '  Je  ne  suis  pas  Francais  ! ' 
ran  back,  mounted  the  top  parapet,  whirled  his  musket 
about  his  head  in  a  fury  of  excitement,  and  at  last  fell 
into  the  ditch,  riddled  with  balls.  The  result  of  General 
de  Salles'  exertions,  however,  were  favourable ;  the 
column  was  rallied  again,  and  went  forward  once  more  ; 
but  this  time  there  was  no  longer  the  same  elan.  They 
bore  up  for  a  while  gallantly,  under  such  a  storm  of 
grape  as  many  who  were  there,  and  had  seen  many  a 
bloody  day,  declared  they  never  saw  equalled.  If  they 
could  not  win,  the  poor  fellows  like  our  own  at  the 
Redan,  knew  at  least  how  to  die,  and  died  manfully, 
by  the  hundred.  At  last  they  were  all  withdrawn  to 
the  trenches,  and  the  general  sent  for  instructions  to 
General  Pelissier  as  to  whether  he  should  renew  the 
attack  or  not.     He  received  a  reply  in  the  negative." 

The  following  particulars  are  related  respecting 
British  officers  engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  Redan  : — 
Among  those  who  were  wounded  in  the  assault,  and 
have  since  died,  was  Lieut. -Colonel  Gough,  nephew  of 
Lord  Gough,  who  commanded  the  33rd.  He  received 
three  wounds,  two  in  the  hip  and  thigh,  and  one  in  the 
arm.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the 
Alma,  and  had  suffered  a  long  confinement  subsequently. 
He  had  rejoined  his  regiment  before  he  had  fully  re- 
covered, and  his  health  had  never  been  re-established 
since.  This  circumstance  appears  to  have  hastened  the 
fatal  result  of  his  injuries.  On  the  ground  which  had 
to  be  traversed  between  the  fifth  parallel  and  the 
Redan,  Lieut.-Colonel  Unett,  commanding  the  19th 
Regiment,  received  a  ball  in  the  hip,  which  became 
fixed  in  the  thigh-bone.  He  was  being  carried  hack  to 
camp,  and  had  reached  the  first  parallel  in  safety,  when 
a  musket  ball  entered  his  neck  and  shattered  his  collar- 
bone to  pieces.  He  has  since  succumbed  to  his  wounds. 
— The  following  letter  was  written  by  Major  Welsford, 
of  the  97th   Regiment,  within  an  hour  of  his  death. 

"  Camp,  Sept.  8. — My  dear  B ,This  is  about  to  be  an 

eventful  day  to  some  of  us,  as  we  are  to  storm  the 
Redan,  the  French  the  Malakhoff;  and,  as  you  say, 
'would  it  were  bedtime,  Hal,  and  all  were  well.'  But 
I  trust  in  Providence  all  will  be  well,  and  that  I  shall 
be  instrumental  in  making  her  Majesty  a  present  of  the 
Redan,  as  I  am  to  lead  the  Light  Division  storming 
party  ;  and,  if  God  spare  me,  to  be  the  first  in  and  first 
up.  This  is  to  be  done  by  escalade.  I  am  glad  her 
Majesty  has  seen  my  photographs,  and  I  now  send  you 
some  more  like  them.     No  time  for  writing  more,  as 


the  drums  are  going.     Remember  me   to   Lady . 

They  asked  me  if  I  liked  the  idea  of  active  service;  I 
will  tell  them  more  about  it  when  this  day  is  over.    God 

bless  you,    my   dear   B .      Believe   me   most   truly 

yours,  A.  F.  Welsford." — Captain  Bright,  of  the  19th, 
who  was  doing  the  duty  of  paymaster,  in  the  absence  of 
Captain  Glendining  from  illness,  and  who  might  have 
remained  in  camp  if  he  had  chosen,  went  at  the  head 
of  his  company  into  action,  was  in  the  thick  of  it,  but 
came  out  unhurt.  Captain  Chippendall  stood  for  a 
long  time,  amidst  a  shower  of  musket-balls  and  grape, 
on  the  first  parapet  of  the  Redan,  waving  his  forage- 
cap on  the  top  of  his  sword  to  encourage  the  men  to 
come  on.  Nothing  could  exceed  his  gallantry.  It  is  a 
miracle  that  he  escaped.  At  last  he  was  pushed  from 
the  parapet  into  the  ditch,  and  fell  among  the  heaps  of 

dead  and  dying Lieutenant  Molesworth,  though 

a  youngster — quite  a  lad,  just  joined — had  the  coolness 
to  light  a  cigar  while  up  at  the  Redan,  in  the  midst  of 
the  fire.  A  shell  hurst  over  his  head  ;  one  fragment 
knocked  the  cigar  out  of  his  mouth,  another  struck  him 
on  the  back  of  the  head  and  sent  him  senseless  into  the 
ditch.  It  was  not  for  many  hours  after  he  was  carried 
up  to  camp  that  he  recovered  from  the  first  effects  of 
the  blow  from   the  piece  of  shell  :  it  must  have  glanced 

off,  for  the  wound  it  made  was  very  slight One 

of  the  last  remaining  on  the  parapet  of  the  Redan  was  a 
gallant  young  boy,  Lieutenant  Massy,  who  had  only 
lately  joined  the  regiment.  Just  at  the  last  the  poor 
youth  received  a  ball  which  broke  his  thigh-bone,  and 
he  fell  dowir  towards  the  ditch.  In  the  hurry  he  was 
not  noticed  by  the  men  who  were  retiring,  and  he  was 
left  among  the  heaps  of  dead  unable  to  move  till  an 
early  hour  the  next  morning.  Some  men  of  the  93d 
Highlanders  then  noticed  him,  and  he  was  carried  up 
to  camp,  where  he  was  given  up  for  killed.  Some 
most  interesting  particulars  of  this  noble  boy's  conduct, 
are  related  by  a  brother  officer.  "I  must  give  you," 
he  says,  "  the  history,  in  a  few  words,  of  a  few  hours  in 
the  life  of  a  hero,  and,  depend  upon  it,  of  a  future  great 
man  if  he  lives.  He  is  in  the  next  regiment  to  us,  and 
I  have  the  details  from  a  wounded  sergeant  of  ours  who 
lay  next  him  during  the  day  and  night  of  the  8th.  I 
allude  to  young  Dunham  Massy,  of  the  19th — I  believe 
the  youngest  officer  of  the  army.  He  is  now  known  as 
'  Redan  Massy,'  for  there  are  three  of  the  same  name  in 
the  regiment.  This  noble  boy,  in  the  absence  of  his 
cousin,  led  the  Grenadier  Company,  and  was  about  the 
first  man  of  the  corps  to  jump  into  the  ditch  of  the 
Redan,  waving  his  sword,  and  calling  on  his  men,  who 
nobly  stood  by  him,  till,  left  for  nearly  two  hours  with- 
out support,  and  seized  by  a  fear  of  being  blown  up, 
they  retired.  Young  Massy,  borne  along,  endeavoured 
to  disengage  from  the  crowd,  and  stood  almost  alone, 
facing  round  frequently  to  the  batteries,  with  head 
erect,  and  with  a  calm,  proud,  disdainful  eye.  Hun- 
dreds of  shot  were  aimed  at  him,  and  at  last,  when 
leading  and  climbing  the  ditch,  he  was  struck  and  his 
thigh  broken.  Being  the  last,  he  was  of  course  left 
there.  Now,  listen  to  this.  The  wounded  around 
were  groaning,  and  some  even  loudly  crying  out.  A 
voice  called  out,  faintly  at  first,  loudly  afterwards,  '  Are 
you  Queen  Victoria's  soldiers  ? '  Some  voices  answered, 
'  I  am  !  I  am  !  '  '  Then,'  said  the  gallant  boy,  '  let  us 
not  shame  ourselves  ;  let  us  show  those  Russians  that 
we  can  bear  pain,  as  well  as  fight,  like  men.'  There 
was  a  silence  as  of  death,  and  more  than  once  he  had  it 
renewed  by  similar  appeals.  The  unquailing  spirit  of 
that  beardless  boy  ruled  all  around  him.  As  evening 
came  on,  the  Russians  crept  out  of  the  Redan  and  plun- 
dered some  of  the  wounded,  at  the  same  time  showing 
kindness,  and  in  some  cases  giving  water.  Men,  with 
bayonets  fixed,  frequently  came  over  the  body  of  young 
Massy.  One  fellow  took  away  his  havresack.  Some- 
times he  feigned  death.  At  other  times  the  pain  of  his 
wound  would  not  permit  him.  A  Russian  officer,  with 
a  drawn  sword,  came  to  him  and  endeavoured  to  dis- 
engage the  sword,  which  the  young  hero  still  grasped. 
Seeing  that  resistance  was  in  vain,  he  gave  it  up.  The 
Russian  smiled  gently  and  compassionately  on  him, 
fascinated,  probably,  by  his  youth,  and  by  the  bold  un- 
faltering glance  which  met  his.  When  the  works  of 
the  Redan  were  blown  up  in  the  night  by  the  retreat- 
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ing  Russians  the  poor  boy  had  his  right  leg  fearfully 
crushed  by  a  falling  stone.  He  was  found  in  the  morn- 
ing by  some  Highlanders,  and  brought  to  his  regiment 
almost  dead  from  loss  of  blood.  Great  was  the  joy  of 
all  at  seeing  him,  as  he  was  about  to  be  returned  as 
'  killed  '  or  '  missing.'  '  Dangerously  wounded  '  was 
substituted,  but  he  is  now  doing  well." 

When  morning  dawned  on  Sunday  the  9th,  the  re- 
treat of  the  Russians  was  discovered.  "  The  surprise," 
says  the  Times  correspondent,  "  throughout  the  camp  on 
Sunday  morning  was  beyond  description  when  the  news 
spread  that  Sebastopol  was  on  fire,  and  that  the  enemy 
were  retreating.  The  tremendous  explosions,  which 
shook  the  very  ground  like  so  many  earthquakes,  failed 
to  disturb  many  of  our  wearied  soldiers.  When  I  rose 
before  daybreak,  and  got  up  to  Cathcart's-hill,  there 
were  not  many  officers  standing  on  that  favourite  spot  ; 
and  the  sleepers  who  had  lain  down  to  rest,  doubtful  of 
the  complete  success  of  the  French,  and  certain  of  our 
own  failure,  little  dreamt  that  Sebastopol  was  ours.  All 
was  ready  for  a  renewed  assault  upon  the  Redan,  but 
the  Russians  having  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  from  the  rifle 
pits  and  embrasures  to  the  last  moment,  and  having 
adopted  the  same  plan  along  their  lines,  so  as  to  blind 
our  eyes  and  engage  our  attention,  abandoned  it,  as  is 
supposed,  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  silence  having 
attracted  the  attention  of  our  men,  some  volunteers 
crept  up  and  looked  through  an  embrasure,  and  found 
the  place  deserted  by  all,  save  the  dead  and  dying.  Soon 
afterwards,  wandering  fires  gleamed  through  the  streets 
and  outskirts  of  the  town — point  after  point  became 
alight — the  flames  shone  out  of  the  windows  of  the 
houses — rows  of  mansions  caught  and  burned  up,  and 
before  daybreak,  the  town  of  Sebastopol — that  fine  and 
stately  mistress  of  the  Euxine,  on  which  we  had  so  often 
turned  a  longing  eye, — was  on  fire  from  the  sea  to  the 
Dockyard  Creek.  Fort  Alexander  was  blown  up  with 
a  stupendous  crash,  that  made  the  very  earth  reel,  early 
in  the  night.  At  sunrise  four  large  explosions  on  the 
left  followed  in  quick  succession,  and  announced  the 
destruction  of  the  Quarantine  Fort  and  of  the  magazines 
of  the  batteries  of  the  Central  Bastion  and  Flagstaff 
Fort.  In  a  moment  afterwards  the  proper  left  of  the 
Redan  was  the  scene  of  a  very  heavy  explosion,  which 
must  have  destroyed  a  number  of  wounded  men  on  both 
sides.  Fortunately  the  soldiers  who  had  entered  it  early 
in  the  night  were  withdrawn.  The  Flagstaff  and 
Garden  Batteries  blew  up,  one  after  another,  at  4.45. 
At  5.30  there  were  two  of  the  largest  and  grandest  ex- 
plosions on  the  left  that  ever  shook  the  earth— most 
probably  from  Fort  Alexander  and  the  Grand  Magazine. 
The  rush  of  black  smoke,  gray  and  white  vapour,  masses 
of  stone,  beams  of  timber,  and  masonry  into  the  air  was 
appalling,  and  then  followed  the  roar  of  a  great  bom- 
bardment ;  it  was  a  magazine  of  shells  blown  up  into 
the  air,  and  exploding  like  some  gigantic  pyrotechnic 
display  in  the  sky — innumerable  flashes  of  fire  twitter- 
ing high  up  in  the  column  of  dark  smoke  over  the  town, 
and  then  changing  as  rapidly  into  as  many  balls  of  white 
smoke  like  little  clouds.  All  this  time  the  Russians 
were  marching  with  sullen  tramp  across  the  bridge,  and 
boats  were  busy  carrying  off  materiel  from  the  town,  or 
bearing  men  to  the  south  side,  to  complete  the  work  of 
destruction  and  renew  the  fires  of  hidden  mines,  or  light 
up  untouched  houses.  Of  the  fleet  all  that  remained 
visible  were  the  eight  steamers  and  the  masts  of  the 
sunken  line-of-battle  ships.  As  soon  as  it  was  dawn  the 
French  began  to  steal  from  their  trenches  into  the 
burning  town,  undismayed  by  the  flames,  by  the  terrors 
of  these  explosions,  by  the  fire  of  a  lurking  enemy,  or 
by  the  fire  of  their  own  guns,  which  kept  on  slowly  dis- 
charging cannon,  shot,  and  grape  into  the  suburbs  at 
regular  intervals,  possibly  with  the  very  object  of  de- 
terring stragglers  from  risking  their  lives.  But  red 
breeches  and  blue  breeches,  Kepi  and  Zouave  fez,  could 
soon  be  distinguished  amid  the  flames,  moving  from 
house  to  house.  Before  five  o'clock  there  were  numbers 
of  men  coming  back  with  plunder,  such  as  it  was,  and 
Russian  relics  were  offered  for  sale  in  camp  before  the 
Russian  battalions  had  marched  out  of  the  city.  The 
sailors,  too,  were  not  behindhand  in  looking  for  '  loot,' 
and  Jack  could  be  seen  staggering  under  chairs,  tables, 
and  lumbering  old  pictures,  through  every  street,  and 


making  his  way  back  to  the  trenches  with  vast  accumu- 
lations of  worthlessness.  Several  men  lost  their  lives 
by  explosions  on  this  and  the  following  day." 

The  same  writer  describes  his  visit  to  the  ruined 
city  : — "  Descending  from  the  Malakhoff  we  come  upon 
a  suburb  of  ruined  houses  open  to  the  sea  :  it  is  filled 
with  dead.  The  Russians  have  crept  away  into  holes 
and  corners  in  every  house,  to  die  like  poisoned  rats ; 
artillery  horses  with  their  entrails  torn  open  by  shot, 
are  stretched  all  over  the  space  at  the  back  of  the  Ma- 
lakhoff, marking  the  place  where  the  Russians  moved 
up  their  last  column  to  retake  it  under  the  cover  of  a 
heavy  field-battery.  Every  house,  the  church,  some 
public  buildings,  sentry  boxes,  all  alike  are  broken  and 
riddled  by  cannon  and  mortar.  Turning  to  the  left  we 
proceed  by  a  very  tall  snow-white  wall  of  great  length 
to  the  dockyard  gateway.  This  wall  is  pierced  and 
broken  through  and  through  with  cannon.  Inside  are 
the  docks,  which  naval  men  say  are  unequalled  in  the 
world.  A  steamer  is  blazing  merrily  in  one  of  them. 
Gates  and  store  sides  are  splintered  and  pierced  by  shot. 
There  are  the  stately  dockyard  buildings  on  the  right, 
which  used  to  look  so  clean  and  white  and  spruce. 
Parts  of  them  are  knocked  to  atoms,  and  hang  together 
in  such  shreds  and  patches  that  it  is  only  wonderful 
they  cohere.  The  soft  white  stones  of  which  they  and 
the  walls  are  made  are  readily  knocked  to  pieces  by  a 
cannon  shot.  Fort  Paul  is  untouched.  There  it  stands, 
as  if  frowning  defiance  at  its  impending  fate,  right  be- 
fore us,  and  warning  voices  bid  all  people  to  retire,  and 
even  the  most  benevolent  retreat  from  the  hospital, 
which  is  in  one  of  these  buildings,  where  they  are  tend- 
ing the  miserable  wounded.  I  visited  it  the  next  day. 
Of  all  the  pictures  of  the  horrors  of  war  which  have 
ever  been  presented  to  the  world,  the  hospital  of  Sebas- 
topol presents  the  most  horrible,  heartrending,  and  re- 
volting. It  cannot  be  described,  and  the  imagination  of 
a  Fuseli  could  not  conceive  anything  at  all  like  unto  it. 
How  the  poor  human  body  can  be  mutilated  and  yet 
hold  its  soul  within,  when  every  limb  is  shattered,  and 
every  vein  and  artery  is  pouring  out  the  life-stream, 
one  might  study  here  at  every  step,  and  at  the  same 
time  wonder  how  little  will  kill  !  The  building  used  as 
an  hospital  is  one  of  the  noble  piles  inside  the  dockyard 
wall,  and  is  situate  in  the  centre  of  the  row  at  right 
angles  to  the  line  of  the  Redan.  The  whole  row  was 
peculiarly  exposed  to  the  action  of  shot  and  shell 
bounding  over  the  Redan,  and  to  the  missiles  directed 
at  the  Barrack  Battery,  and  it  bears  in  sides,  roofs, 
windows,  and  doors,  frequent  and  destructive  proofs  of 
the  severity  of  the  cannonade.  Entering  one  of  these 
doors  I  beheld  such  a  sight  as  few  men,  thank  God, 
have  ever  witnessed  !  In  a  low  long  room,  supported  by 
square  pillars,  arched  at  the  top,  and  dimly  lighted 
through  shattered  and  unglazed  window  frames,  lay  the 
wounded  Russians,  who  had  been  abandoned  to  our 
mercies  by  their  general.  The  wounded  did  I  say  ? 
No,  but  the  dead,  the  rotten  and  festering  corpses  of  the 
soldiers,  who  were  left  to  die  in  their  extreme  agony, 
untended,  uncared  for,  packed  as  close  as  they  could  be 
stowed,  some  on  the  floor,  others  on  wretched  trestles 
and  bedsteads,  or  pallets  of  straw,  sopped  and  saturated 
with  blood,  which  oozed  and  trickled  through  upon  the 
floor,  mingled  with  the  droppings  of  corruption.  With 
the  roar  of  exploding  fortresses  in  their  ears,  with  shells 
and  shot  forcing  through  the  roof  and  sides  of  the  rooms 
in  which  they  lay,  with  the  crackling  and  hissing  of  fire 
around  them,  these  poor  fellows,  who  had  served  their 
loving  friend  and  master  the  czar  but  too  well,  were 
consigned  to  their  terrible  fate.  Many  might  have 
been  saved  with  ordinary  care.  In  the  midst  of  one  of  these 
'  chambers  of  horrors,' — for  there  were  many  of  them 
— were  found  some  dead  and  some  living  English 
soldiers,  and  among  them  poor  Captain  Vaughan  of  the 
90th,  who  has  since  succumbed  to  his  wounds.  The 
Great  Redan  was  next  visited.  Such  a  scene  of  wreck 
and  ruin  !  All  the  houses  behind  it  a  mass  of  broken 
stones — a  clock  turret,  with  a  shot  right  through  the 
clock — a  pagoda  in  ruins — another  clock  tower  with  all 
the  clock  destroyed  save  the  dial,  with  the  words 
"  Barwise,  London,"  thereon  —  cook-houses,  where 
human  blood  was  running  among  the  utensils ;  in  one 
place  a  shell  had  lodged  in  the  boiler  and  blown  it  and 
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its  contents,  and  probably  its  attendants,  to  pieces. 
Everywhere  wreck  and  destruction.  This  evidently 
■was  a  beau  quartier  once.  The  oldest  inhabitant  could 
not  recognise  it  now.  Climbing  up  to  the  Redan,  which 
was  fearfully  cumbered  with  the  dead,  we  witnessed 
the  scene  of  the  desperate  attack  and  defence,  which 
cost  both  sides  so  much  blood.  The  ditch  outside 
made  one  sick — it  was  piled  up  with  English  dead, 
some  of  them  scorched  and  blackened  by  the  explosion, 
and  others  lacerated  beyond  recognition.  The  quantity 
of  broken  gabions  and  gun-carriages  here  was  extra- 
ordinary, the  ground  was  covered  with  them.  The 
bomb  proofs  were  the  same  as  in  the  Malakoff,  and 
in  one  of  them  a  music  book  was  found,  with  a  woman's 
name  in  it,  and  a  canary  bird  and  vase  of  flowers  were 
outside  the  entrance." 

On  the  day  after  the  victory  general  orders,  con- 
gratulating the  army,  were  issued  by  the  commanders. 
General  Simpson's  address  was  as  follows  : — "  The  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  congratulates  the  army  on  the  result 
of  the  attack  of  yesterday.  The  brilliant  assault  and 
occupation  of  the  Malakhoff  by  our  gallant  allies  obliged 
the  enemy  to  abandon  the  works  they  have  so  long  held 
with  such  bravery  and  determination.  The  Commander 
of  the  Forces  returns  his  thanks  to  the  General  Officers 
and  Officers  and  men  of  the  Second  and  Light  Divisions, 
who  advanced  and  attacked  with  such  gallantry  the 
works  of  the  Redan.  He  regrets,  from  the  formidable 
nature  of  the  flanking  defences,  that  their  devotion  did 
not  meet  with  that  immediate  success  which  it  so  well 
merited.  He  condoles  and  deeply  sympathises  with  the 
many  brave  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  men 
who  are  now  suffering  from  the  wounds  they  received 
in  the  course  of  their  noble  exertions  of  yesterday.  He 
deeply  deplores  the  death  of  the  many  gallant  officers 
and  men  who  have  fallen  in  the  final  struggle  of  this 
long  and  memorable  siege.  Their  loss  will  be  severely 
felt,  and  their  names  long  remembered  in  this  army 
and  by  the  British  nation.  General  Simpson  avails 
himself  of  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  and  convey 
his  warmest  thanks  to  the  general  officers,  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  several  divisions,  to  the  Royal  Engineers 
and  Artillery,  for  their  cheerful  endurance  of  almost 
unparalleled  hardships  and  sufferings,  and  for  the  un- 
flinching courage  and  determination  which  on  so  many 
trying  occasions  they  have  evinced.  It  is  with  equal 
satisfaction  that  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  thanks 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Naval  Brigade  for  the  long 
and  uniform  course  of  valuable  service  rendered  by  them 
from  the  commencement  of  the  siege."  | 

Marshal  Pelissier's  general  order  was  in  these  terms  : — 
"  Soldiers  ! — Sebastopol  has  fallen  !  The  taking  of  the 
Malakhoff  decided  its  fate.  AVith  his  own  hands  the 
enemy  has  blown  up  his  formidable  defences,  set  fire  to 
the  town,  the  storehouses,  and  military  establishments, 
and  sunk  the  rest  of  his  vessels  in  the  port.  The 
boulevard  of  Russian  power  in  the  Black  Sea  exists  no 
longer.  You  owe  these  results,  not  alone  to  your 
brilliant  courage,  but  to  your  indomitable  energy  and 
perseverance  during  a  long  siege  of  eleven  months' 
duration.  Never  before  did  land  or  marine  artillery, 
engineers,  or  infantry,  have  to  overcome  such  obstacles 
as  in  this  siege  ;  and  never  did  the  three  services  display 
more  valour,  more  science,  or  more  resolution.  The 
taking  of  Sebastopol  will  be  your  eternal  honour.  This 
immense  success,  while  it  augments  the  importance  of 
our  position  in  the  Crimea,  makes  the  maintenance  of  it 
less  onerous.  It  will  now  be  permissible  to  send  home 
to  their  hearths  and  families  such  of  you  as  having 
served  their  full  time  have  yet  remained  with  us  from 
necessity.  I  thank  those  soldiers  in  the  emperor's  naue 
for  the  devotedness  of  which  they  have  never  ceased  to 
give  proof,  and  I  will  take  care  that  they  shall  very  soon 
return  to  their  native  land.  Soldiers !  the  8th  of 
September,  the  day  on  which  the  English,  Piedmontese, 
and  French  flags  were  unfurled  together,  will  ever  be  a 
memorable  day.  You  have  invested  your  eagles  with  a 
new  and  imnerishable  glory.  Soldiers !  you  have  well 
deserved  of  France  and  the  Emperor." 

From  the  numerous  letters  from  officers  and  soldiers 
we  extract  the  two  following  as  being  among  the  most 
interesting.  The  first  is  from  Lieutenant  Harkness,  of 
the  55th  R.egiment : — 


"  About  half-past  twelve,  a  white  flag,  hoisted  on  the 
Mamelon,  gave  notice  to  the  English  to  attack  the 
Great  Redan.  Away  went  the  stormers  of  the  Light 
Division,  closely  followed  by  those  of  the  Second.  The 
enemy,  of  course,  were  well  prepared  for  us,  and  had 
been  firing  grape  at  our  trench  from  the  beginning  of 
the  French  attack.  My  company  was  the  third  from 
the  front.  AVhen  it  came  to  my  turn,  I  jumped  up  and 
over  the  parapet,  and  calling  to  my  men  to  follow  me 
close  and  keep  together,  we  rushed  across  the  open 
ground.  The  distance  from  our  trench  to  the  Redan 
ditch,  as  since  ascertained,  is  over  200  paces.  The  heavy 
fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from  the  flanking  batteries 
swept  this  space  from  both  sides  in  a  fearful  storm,  and 
our  men  fell  rapidly  from  it.  I  reached  the  ditch  un- 
hurt, and  slid  down  into  it.  It  was  about  ten  feet  deep, 
and  twenty  or  thirty  feet  across.  The  men  here  got 
mixed,  all  regiments  together.  AVe  crowded  up  the 
scaling-ladders,  which  was  very  difficult  to  do,  as  many 
wounded  were  trying  to  come  down  by  them.  Once  on 
the  top  slope,  it  was  possible  to  stand  without  the 
ladders.  All  this  time,  a  fierce  hand-to-hand  fight  was 
going  on  within.  The  parapet  was  very  high  inside, 
which  made  it  extremely  difficult  for  the  men  to  get 
down,  so  that  no  sufficient  body  could  be  formed  at  once 
for  a  charge.  The  Russians  had  brought  up  a  large 
force,  which  occupied  the  interior  defences  and  traverses, 
and  kept  up  a  murderous  fire,  which  shot  down  our 
poor  fellows  as  fast  as  they  could  get  in.  Those  on  the 
parapet  kept  up  the  heaviest  possible  fire  on  the  Rus- 
sians, but  suffered  terribly  from  the  concentrated  aim 
directed  upon  them  in  return.  Colonel  Windham  was 
most  conspicuous,  giving  directions  everywhere  in  the 
midst  of  the  fire.  Of  ours,  J.  Hume,  Roxby,  Johnson, 
and  myself,  were  on  the  parapet  near  together.  We 
held  our  position  for  nearly  two  hours,  unable  to  advance 
for  the  crushing  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  not  only  occu- 
pied an  extended  and  flanking  position,  but  actually 
outnumbered  us.  Still  we  were  unwilling  to  give  up 
what  we  had  gained.  At  length  the  order  to  retire  was 
given ;  and  now  came  the  most  dreadful  part  of  the 
business,  for  a  retreat  is  always  worse  than  an  advance. 
Every  one  was  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  down  the  ladders, 
and  we  were  so  closely  packed  together,  that  the  whole 
mass  of  men  on  the  steep  parapet  overbalanced,  and  they 
fell  together  into  the  ditch  head-foremost.  I  shall  never 
forgetthat  horrible  moment :  several  hundred  men  fell 
headlong  together,  all  with  fixed  bayonets  and  drawn 
swords  ;  numbers  must  have  been  run  through  by  falling 
on  the  bayonets,  and  had  their  limbs  broken  by  the 
weight  falling  on  them.  It  is  miraculous  to  me  how  I 
escaped  so  well :  I  was  at  the  top  of  the  ladder  when  I 
fell  with  the  rest,  so  that  I  was  not  so  much  underneath 
the  others  ;  I  turned  aside  several  bayonets  with  my 
hands,  which  nearly  ran  into  me.  My  sword  was 
wrenched  out  of  my  hand,  and  I  lost  it.  It  was  every 
one  for  himself  at  that  moment.  As  we  scrambled  up 
the  counterscarp,  the  Russians,  who  had  charged  back 
into  the  Redan  on  the  signs  of  our  retiring,  mounted  the 
parapet,  and  threw  at  us  in  the  ditch  stouts,  grape-shot, 
muskets  with  fixed  bayonets,  live  shell,  and  actually 
hatchets  and  axes.  We  returned  to  our  trenches  through 
the  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  which  was  now,  if  any- 
thing, heavier  than  before,  and  the  ground  was  thickly 
strewed  with  our  killed  and  wounded." 

The  other  is  from  a  private  of  the  SSth :— "  My  dearest 
Father — Through  the  mercy  of  God  I  have  been  one  of 
the  few  that  returned  safe  after  the  dreadful  carnage  of 
yesterday.  We  marched  down  yesterday  at  about  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  the  French  were  to  storm  the 
Malakhoff  and  the  Light  Division  the  Ptedan.  I  think 
it  was  about  eleven  o'clock  when  the  French  attacked 
in  beautiful  style.  They  advanced  in  thousands,  the 
tricolor  waving  before  them  :  almost  without  a  shot 
the  Russians  fled,  and  the  flag  of  France  floated  proudly 
over  the  battlements  of  the  Malakhoff.  Our  fellows  then 
advanced,  the  97th,  I  think  ;  and  two  others,  the  19th 
and  ours,  were  the  supports.  We  saw  our  fellows  ad- 
vance beautifully  up  to  the  Redan,  and  wc  almost 
thought  we  would  have  nothing  to  do ;  but  while  we 
saw  them  still  struggling  we  got  the  order  to  advance. 
AVe  doubled  up  through  the  trenches  until  we  got  to 
the  advanced  one,  right  opposite  to  the  Redan.     We 
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leaped  the  parapet  there,  and  we  had  a  clear  run  of 
about  200  yards  from  that  to  where  the  fellows  were 
climbing  up  the  sides  of  the  Redan.  If  I  were  to  live 
for  a  thousand  years  I  shall  never  forget  that  run  with 
fixed  bayonets.  We  were  decimated  with  grape  and 
canister  before  we  were  half  way  across.  I  don't  know 
how  I  escaped.  Then  when  we  got  up  there  was  a  deep 
ditch  dug  all  round  the  Redan.  We  crept  down  the 
ladders  at  one  side  and  up  at  the  other,  and  here's  where 
the  grand  mistake  was  made.  The  first  regiment  that 
got  up,  instead  of  jumping  over  the  gabions  and  running 
in  through  the  embrasures,  stopped  outside,  so  that 
when  we  got  up  the  ladders  we  were  all  mixed  together, 
no  one  to  lead  us.  When  I  looked  round  there  were 
only  two  or  three  of  my  own  corps  near  me.  When  the 
Russians  fled  from  the  Malakhoff  they  ran  into  the  Redan, 
and  there  they  kept  up  a  most  frightful  fire  upon  us.  I 
never  expected  to  come  down  off  the  parapet  alive.  The 
men  were  falling  round  me  like  the  leaves  in  autumn  ; 
and  though  they  wouldn't  advance  they  wouldn't  retire, 
so  that  the  carnage  was  dreadful.  One  officer  of  the 
Rifles  rushed  up  the  parapet  in  through  an  embrasure. 
There  were  about  six  of  us  followed  him.  We  had 
scarcely  advanced  into  the  mouth  of  it  when  the  Rifle 
officer  was  shot.  He  tried  to  get  back,  but  he  fell  dead 
down  the  parapet;  three  more  of  them  were  knocked 
down  also.  I  cannot  say  whether  they  were  killed  or 
not.  I  got  a  box  of  a  stone  myself,  and  fell  down  stunned 
in  the  embrasure.  I  was  pulled  out  by  two  of  our  own 
grenadiers.  I  came  to  shortly,  got  a  rifle  that  was  lying 
beside  me,  and  commenced  to  fire  away.  I  think  by 
this  time  we  had  been  nearly  two  or  three  hours  ex- 
posed in  this  dreadful  manner,  when  the  Russians  came 
in  thousands,  and  rolled  immense  stones  upon  us  through 
the  embrasures.  A  battery  in  rear  opened  on  us ;  they 
threw  hand  grenades  at  us,  and  the  slaughter  was  terrific. 
A  panic  seized  the  men ;  the  word  was  given  to  retire, 
and  many,  very  many,  were  killed  by  jumping  down 
into  the  ditch  on  the  top  of  their  own  bayonets.  It  may 
look  like  boasting,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  give  me  credit 
for  not  telling  you  a  lie  in  a  case  like  this.  After  the 
rush  became  general,  one  officer  of  the  77th  and  I  stood 
almost  alone  on  the  ground  which  we  had  held  so  long 
and  paid  for  so  dearly.  He  was  crying  out  '  Shame, 
shame  ! '  and  I  had  my  forage-cap  waving  on  the  top  of 
my  bayonet,  but  we  might  as  well  have  tried  to  stop  the 
falls  of  Niagara.  He  turned  round  and  asked  me  my 
name.  I  told  him.  He  said  he  would  recommend  me 
to  my  colonel.  Poor  fellow,  he  had  scarcely  spoken 
■when  a  shower  of  rifle-bullets  fled  past  us,  and  he  fell 
down  into  the  ditch.  '  'Tis  near  my  time  to  hook  it,' 
cried  I  to  myself,  and  once  again  I  crossed  that  field 
unhurt,  though  men  were  falling  all  round  in  sections. 
The  Highlanders  were  sent  to  relieve  us  during  the 
night.  The  Russians  evacuated  the  Redan,  and  there 
were  continual  explosions  during  the  night,  but  we  are 
now  in  full  possession  of  the  south  side  of  Sebastopol. 
Whether  they  will  show  as  good  a  fight  on  the  north 
side  I  cannot  say.  No  matter  what  the  papers  say,  the 
men  did  their  duty.  They  cannot  do  impossibilities, 
sending  hundreds  instead  of  thousands  to  attack  a  place 
like  the  Redan.  I  can  fancy  the  state  you  must  all  be 
in,  and  how  eagerly  you  looked  over  the  long,  long  list 
of  killed  and  wounded.  I  hope  my  name  didn't  get 
down  in  a  mistake.  It  was  melancholy  to  see  our  regi- 
ment on  parade  this  morning  —  nearly  all  killed  or 
wounded." 

Prince  Gortschakoff's  account  of  the  operations 
which  immediately  preceded  the  evacuation  of  Sebas- 
topol, is  given  in  the  Invalide  liusse  of  the  2nd  instant. 
It  admits  that  the  loss  of  the  Russian  army  during  the 
defence  against  the  final  attack  of  the  allies  was  enor- 
mous. Prince  Gortschakoff  says  :  "  On  the  17th  of 
August  the  enemy  opened  from  the  side  of  the  Kara- 
belnaia  a  very  heavy  and  murderous  cannonade,  which 
lasted  twenty  days.  Our  loss  during  this  period  was, 
on  the  first  day,  1500  men ;  on  the  days  following, 
1000 ;  and  from  the  22nd  of  August  till  the  5th  of 
September  from  500  to  600  men  every  twenty-four 
hours.  On  the  5th  of  September  the  enemy  continued 
the  bombardment  with  redoubled  force,  and  the  can- 
nonade was  inconceivably  destructive,  to  such  a  degree 
that  our  fortifications  were  shaken    by   it   along   the 


whole  line  of  defence.  This  infernal  fire,  principally 
directed  against  the  embrasures,  proved  that  the  enemy 
was  endeavouring  to  dismount  our  guns,  to  demolish 
our  ramparts,  and  to  prepare  for  taking  the  city  by 
storm.  It  was  no  longer  possible  to  repair  the  damage 
done  to  our  works,  and  our  efforts  were  limited  to 
covering  the  powder  magazines  and  the  blindages  with 
earth.  The  parapets  crumbled  down  and  filled  up  the 
ravines ;  it  was  necessary  to  continue  clearing  the  em- 
brasures, and  the  number  of  artillerymen  killed  was 
so  great,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  could  bring  up 
others  to  take  their  place.  Our  loss  at  this  period  of 
the  siege  was  extraordinary  ;  from  the  5th  to  the  8th  of 
September  there  were  placed  liors  de  combat,  superior 
officers  4,  subalterns  47,  and  3917  soldiers,  without 
reckoning  the  artillerymen  who  perished  at  their 
guns."  After  giving  a  description  of  the  attack  and 
capture  of  the  Malakhoff,  the  report  adds :  "  The 
general  loss  of  the  garrison  on  the  8th  of  September 
was  four  superior  officers,  55  subalterns,  and  2625  men, 
killed  ;  wounded,  26  superior  officers,  206  subalterns, 
5826  men  ;  contused,  nine  superior  officers,  38  subal- 
terns, 1138  men;  missing,  24  officers  and  1739  men." 
Lieutenant-Generals  Khrouluff  and  De  Martinau  and 
the  General-Major  Lyssenko  were  wounded  on  the  8th, 
the  two  latter  severely.  Generals-Major  De  Bussau 
(1st  brigade,  8th  division),  and  Youferoff  (1st  brigade, 
Oth  division),  Colonels  Mezenkoff  and  Arschenosky, 
and  Captain  de  frigate  De  Kotzebue  were  killed. 
General-Major  Zovroff  (2nd  brigade,  5th  division), 
Lieutenant-Colonels  Nyczek  and  Alennikoff,  Colonel 
De  Preund,  and  Captains  Voieckoff  (aide-de-camp  to 
the  Emperor)  and  Baron  de  Meyendorff  were  wounded. 
Amongst  the  contused  were  General-Major  Nossoff 
(2nd  brigade,  9th  division),  and  Colonel  Zvreff. 

Since  the  fall  of  Sebastopol,  the  hostile  armies  in  its 
vicinity  have  been  employed  in  strategic  movements,  but 
no  collision  of  much  importance  has  taken  place.  A 
brilliant  cavalry  action  took  place  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  neighbourhood  of  Eupatoria.  The  Russians, 
under  General  Korff,  were  defeated  by  the  French  under 
General  D'Allonville.  The  Russians  lost  50  killed,  105 
prisoners,  6  guns,  12  caissons,  and  250  horses :  the 
French  lost  G  men  killed,  and  27  wounded.  The  French 
cavalry  engaged  in  this  action,  together  with  a  body  of 
infantry  and  artille^,  had  sailed  from  Kamiesch,  and 
landed  at  Eupatoria  on  the  22ud  and  23rd  of  September. 
On  the  22nd,  it  appears,  the  garrison  of  that  place  had 
marched  inland,  on  the  north  as  far  as  Orta  Mamai,  and 
on  the  east  as  far  as  Sak.  They  drove  the  hostile  out- 
posts before  them  ;  and  having  satisfied  themselves  as  to 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  they  returned  to  Eupatoria. 
While  these  movements  were  going  on  in  that  quarter, 
the  French  made  a  reconnaissance  in  the  Valley  of 
Baidar ;  penetrating  to  the  northward  of  Biukusta,  and 
coming  in  contact  with  the  outposts  of  the  Russian  left 
wing,  which  it  seems  extended  in  that  direction,  and 
afterwards  retiring.  At  Sebastopol,  the  French  had,  as 
early  as  the  21st,  erected  mortar-batteries  on  the  shore  of 
the  great  harbour,  and  had  begun  to  ply  the  forts  on  the 
North  side  with  shells,  while  the  Russians  replied  by 
tiring  upon  the  town,  but  without  effect  on  cither  side. 
The  Russians  have  been  actively  employed  in  strengthen- 
ing their  position  on  the  North  side  of  the  harbour  by 
means  of  earthworks  and  other  defences.  The  positions 
of  the  hostile  armies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sebastopol, 
at  the  end  of  September,  are  thus  described  by  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  Times,  and  have  not  since  been 
materially  altered.  "  The  allied  armies  form  now  on 
this  side  one  long  line,  which  runs  nearly  straight  from 
west  to  east,  beginning  at  the  harbour  of  Sebastopol, 
and  following  the  course  of  the  Tchernaya  to  Alsu,  then 
going  over  to  the  plateau  to  the  south  of  Ozenbash,  and 
crowning  the  heights  which  enclose  the  valley  of  Baidar 
to  the  north,  up  to  the  point  where  the  road  leads  from 
Bazu  over  the  Slurinkala  Mountain  to  the  Upper 
Belbek.  The  French,  who  occupy  this  position  to  our 
extreme  right,  are  thus  in  possession  of  the  heights 
which  lead  out  of  the  valley  of  Baidar  to  the  rear  of  the 
Russians.  They  hold  the  only  two  roads,  one  to  the 
right,  which  goes  to  Markoul  and  Koluluz,  and  the 
other  to  the  left,  which  runs  by  Ozembash  into  the 
Tchouliou   valley,   and  from   there   to    the    defiles   of 
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Aitoclar  ami  Mangup  Kaleh.  The  Russians  are  still 
down  at  Markoul,  which  is  situate  in  the  gorge  formed 
hy  one  of  the  feeders  of  the  Belbek.  They  are,  however, 
evidently  only  a  strong  grande  garde,  a  few  battalions, 
with  the  usual  accompaniment  of  Cossacks.  Towards 
Ozembash  the  Russian  outposts  hold  the  plateau  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  little  stream  of  Upu,  overlooking  the 
head  of  the  Tchouliou  valley.  The  outposts  on  both 
sides  are  so  close  to  each  other  that  shots  are  continually 
exchanged  between  them.  The  features  of  the  country 
are  particularly  fit  for  such  encounters  ;  the  heights 
being  covered  with  brushwood,  and  the  little  ravines  on 
all  sides  facilitating  the  approach  of  both  parties.  Both 
the  roads  which  lead  up  from  the  valley  of  Baidar  to  the 
North  are  only  country  roads,  and,  of  course,  nearly 
impassable  in  winter  or  after  rain.  Having  taken  up 
this  offensive  position,  the  French,  with  their  usual 
foresight,  have  begun  to  make  them  both  practicable  for 

the  march  of  an   army If  you  look  at  the  map, 

you  will  easily  see  that  all  the  abrupt  cliffs  have  more  or 
less  a  southerly  and  the  slopes  a  northerly  direction. 
This  is  principally  the  case  as  regards  the  heart  of  the 
Russian  position  between  Baktshiserai  and  the  north 
plateau.  It  is  a  succession  of  steep  plateaux  divided  by 
gorges,  through  which  the  Tchemaya,  the  Belbek,  and 
the  Katcha,  with  all  their  feeders  find  their  way  to  the 
sea.  With  the  exception  of  the  road  leading  over 
Akhtiar  or  the  Mackenzie  heights,  all  the  others  follow 
the  river  courses.  Most  of  the  plateaux  are  too  steep  to 
be  scaled  by  an  army  ;  so  the  defiles  must  be  forced  ; 
and  this  seems  the  line  the  Russians  have  chosen  all 
along  for  their  defence."  Since  that  time  the  principal 
movement  has  been  the  despatch  of  Sir  Colin  Campbell 
to  Eupatoria  with  a  considerable  force  of  infantry  and 
artillery. 

The  allies  have  achieved  some  important  successes. 
The  city  of  Kars,  in  Asiatic  Turkey,  so  long  beleaguered 
by  the  Russians,  has  been  effectually  relieved  by  the 
bravery  of  its  Turkish  garrison.  On  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  Russians  attempted  a  general  attack  on 
Kars.  The  battle  lasted  seven  hours  with  extreme 
desperation.  The  enemy  at  length  was  repulsed,  and 
his  retreat  became  a  complete  rout.  The  Turks  followed 
the  Russians  beyond  the  earthworks  of  Kars,  and  so 
completely  broke  them,  that  they  wtre  unable  to  rally. 
In  addition  to  the  dead  and  wounded  carried  away 
during  the  action,  the  Russians  left  4000  dead,  100 
prisoners,  and  a  gun.  The  Turks  lost  between  700  and 
800,  among  whom  were  many  superior  officers.  At  the 
time  of  the  latest  account  the  Russians  were  preparing 
to  retreat.  The  defence  of  Kars  has  been  mainly  sus- 
tained by  General  Williams,  and  the  British  officers 
under  him.  "  His  aid-de-camp,"  says  the  Daily  yews, 
"is  Captain  Tecsdale.  He  has  also  been  most  ably 
supported  by  Colonel  Lake,  of  the  Madras  Engineers, 
and  Captain  Thompson,  of  the  G3th  Bengal  Native 
Infantry.  All  three  are  young  men.  Captain  Thomp- 
son was  severely  wounded  in  the  arm  in  the  Burmese 
war,  and  returned  home  upon  sick  leave.  But 
his  eagerness  to  serve  his  country  induced  him  to 
volunteer  for  the  East  before  his  wound  was  entirely 
cured.  He  has  gone  through  the  arduous  defence  of 
Kars  with  his  arm  in  a  sling.  This  is  the  true  metal  of 
which  British  soldiers  are  made.  The  privations  suffered 
by  the  garrison  of  Kars  have  been  great ;  our  gallant 
countrymen  learned  to  regard  horse-flesh  and  cat's- 
flesh  as  '  dainty  fare.'  They  speak  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  qualities  of  the  Turkish  soldier  when  rightly 
officered.  The  Muchir  and  General  Williams  are  on 
the  best  terms.  As  for  the  Pashas,  they  have  the  good 
sense  to  keep  quiet  in  their  tents,  smoking,  and  declaring 
that  their  trust  is  in  God  and  the  English  officers." 

The  following  particulars  of  this  brilliant  affair  are 
given  by  an  English  officer  who  was  engaged  in  it:  — 
"  Last  night  the  Russians  attacked  us  in  force,  and 
(between  you  and  me  and  the  post)  very  nearly  took 
Kars.  The  fight  was  a  most  bloody  one,  and  lasted 
seven  hours  and  a  half,  without  one  second's  intermis- 
sion.^ The  Russians  left  upwards  of  2,000  men  dead  on 
the  field;  and  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
soners must  have  exceeded  G.000  men.  What  do  you 
think  of  us  Kars  chaps  after  that  ?     I  was  not  actively 


engaged,  as  they  knew  better  than  to  attack  my  almost 
impregnable  battery  a  second  time ;  but  I  did  great  ser- 
vice with  my  heavy  guns,  and  twice  drove  them  out  of 
a  battery  they  had  taken,  and  turned  upon  us.  It  was 
a  nasty  sight — the  field — afterwards.  It  was  completely 
covered  with  dead  bodies,  mostly  Russians,  as  our  men 
did  not  lose  more  than  five  or  six  hundred  altogether. 
The  defence  was  commanded  by  dear  old  General  Kmeti; 
and  when  our  general  thanked  him  in  the  name  of 
Queen  Victoria,  for  his  gallant  repulse  of  the  enemy,  I 
thought  the  brave  old  boy  would  have  burst  his  heart 
open — he  was  so  proud.  The  Turks  fought — not  like 
lions,  but  like  fiends.  I  never  saw  such  desperate  reckless- 
ness of  life.  You  can  form  some  idea  of  what  a  desperate 
business  it  was,  when  I  tell  you  that  the  Russians  had  their 
whole  force  concentrated  upon  General  Kmeti's  division, 
which,  with  the  reinforcements  he  afterwards  received, 
did  not  amount  to  8,000  men.  The  reports  have  just 
come  in,  and  there  are  more  than  3,000  killed  on  the 
side  of  the  enemy." 


The  allied  fleets  iu  the  Black  Sea,  after  remaining  for 
a  short  time  before  Odessa  without  any  hostile  opera- 
tion, sailed  from  that  place  on  the  15th  inst,  and 
anchored  off  Kinburn,  a  Russian  fortress  situated  on  the 
southern  shore  of  the  estuary  of  the  Dnieper,  opposite 
to  Oczacoff.  "A  flotilla  of  gunboats,"  says  Admiral 
Lyons'  despatch,  "forced  the  entrance  into  the  Dnieper, 
and  the  allied  troops  landed  on  the  Spit  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  forts  ;  thus,  by  their  simultaneous  operation, 
the  retreat  of  the  garrison  and  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements were  effectually  cut  off,  so  that  the  forts, 
being  bombarded  to-day  by  the  mortar-vessels,  gun- 
vessels,  or  French  floating  batteries,  and  being  closely 
cannonaded  by  the  steam  line-of-battle  ships  and 
frigates,  having  only  two  feet  of  water  under  their 
keels,  were  soon  obliged  to  surrender.  The  casualties 
in  the  fleet  were  very  few,  but  the  enemy  had  45  killed 
and  130  wounded.  A  steam  squadron,  under  the  orders 
of  Rear- Admirals  Stewart  and  Pellion,  lie  at  anchor  in 
the  Dnieper  and  command  the  entrance  to  Nicolaieff  and 
Kherson.  The  forts  were  occupied  by  the  allied  troops. 
The  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  Constantinople  imme- 
diately." Another  despatch  states  the  number  of  pri- 
soners to  be  1500  ;  and  the  number  of  guns  taken  is  said 
to  be  174.  In  consequence  of  this  occurrence,  the 
Russians,  dreading  an  attack  upon  Oczakofl',  destroyed 
the  fortifications  of  that  place.  A  telegraphic  despatch 
from  Admiral  Lyons,  dated  the  18th  inst.,  says  :  "  This 
morning  the  enemy  blew  up  his  fortifications  on  Oczacoff 
point,  mounting  twenty-three  guns,  which  were  assail- 
able by  our  mortar  vessels." 

A  successful  operation  has  taken  place  against  a  fort 
and  some  buildings  at  Taman  and  Fanagoria,  on  the 
island  of  Taman,  opposite  Yenikale.  Three  companies 
of  the  71st  Regiment,  and  six  companies  of  French 
infantry,  commanded  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Ready,  were 
landed  on  the  24th  September  at  Fanagoria,  covered  by 
the  fire  of  four  English  and  nine  French  gun-boats. 
The  enemy  instantly  abandoned  the  place ;  which  was 
occupied  by  the  troops,  and  held  during  the  week.  The 
object  of  the  expedition  was  to  dismantle  the  place,  and 
appropriate  the  wood  and  fuel  to  the  use  of  the  garrison 
of  Yenikale.  During  the  operations  on  the  24th,  the 
Cossacks,  600  strong,  occupied  a  hill-side  about  two 
miles  distant ;  whence  they  were  dislodeed  by  the 
admirable  practice  of  the  gun-boats.  One  English 
sailor  was  slightly  wounded.  Fanagoria  was  a  fort 
protecting  the  town  of  Taman.  At  the  former,  were 
found  sixty-six  pieces  of  cannon  and  four  mortars,  all 
rendered  unserviceable ;  and  at  Taman  eleven  24- 
pounders  buried  in  the  sand.  This  successful  foray 
deprives  the  enemy  of  the  basis  of  operations  he  might 
have  selected  for  a  winter  campaign  against  Yenikale. 
Taman  could  receive  and  shelter  several  thousand 
soldiers ;  and  at  Fanagoria  vast  edifices  might  serve  as 
hospitals  or  barracks.     All  have  now  been  destroyed.^ 


An  affair  of  cavalry  has  taken  place  near  Kertch,  in 
which  the  10th  Hussars  sustained  some  loss.  The 
details   are    furnished   by    General   Simpson.      Colonel 
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d'Osmont,  the  French  commandant,  haying  learnt  that 
the  Cossacks  were  collecting  all  the  arabas  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, invited  the  English  cavalry  to  assist  in 
preventing  them.  This  request  was  readily  agreed  to ; 
and  two  "troops  of  the  10th  Hussars,  under  Captain 
Clarke  and  Captain  Fitzclarence,  were  ordered  by  Colonel 
Ready  for  the  service.  "  The  Cossacks  were  supposed," 
General  Simpson  writes,  "  to  have  assembled  their 
arabas  at  two  villages,  named  Koss-Serai  Min  and  Seit 
Ali,  equidistant  from  Kertch  about  fifteen  miles,  and 
from  one  another  six  and  a  half.  Captain  Fitzclarence's 
troop  was  ordered  to  the  first  village,  and  Captain 
Clarke's  to  the  latter.  At  each  of  these  villages  they 
were  to  join  a  troop  of  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique,  who 
had  preceded  them.  On  arriving  at  Koss-Serai  Min, 
Captain  Fitzclarence  found  both  troops  of  the  French 
Dragoons,  and  immediately  sent  off  an  order  to  Captain 
Clarke  to  join  him  that  night.  The  letter  was  unfortu- 
nately not  delivered  until  the  following  morning.  In 
complying  with  this  order,  Captain  Clarke,  whose  troop 
consisted  only  of  34  men,  fell  in  with  a  body  of  about 
50  Cossacks,  which  he  immediately  charged  and  pursued ; 
but  as  they  were  soon  reinforced  by  upwards  of  300,  he 
was  forced  to  retire  upon  the  village,  with  the  loss  of  his 
sergeant-major,  farrier,  and  13  men  taken  prisoners. 
Captain  Fitzclarence's  troop,  with  the  Chasseurs,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  French  troops,  having  seen  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy,  skirmished  with  thr-m  at  some  distance,  and 
moved  in  the  direction  of  the  village  of  Serai-Min ; 
where,  after  having  joined  Captain  Clarke's  troop,  the 
whole  force  commenced  their  march  upon  Kertch.  At 
about  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  village,  they 
were  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Cossacks ;  who  were, 
however,  beaten  back  by  repeated  charges.  The  loss  of 
the  10th  Hussars  consisted  of — 2  privates,  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  ;  1  wounded  ;  1  troop  sergeant-major, 
1  farrier,  13  men,  15  horses  missing.  From  information 
that  has  since  been  received,  the  Cossacks  were  sup- 
ported, within  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  march,  by  eight 
squadrons  of  Hussars  and  eight  guns.  Colonel  Ready 
informs  me  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  coolness  and 
courage  of  the  troops  in  the  presence  of  such  over- 
whelming numbers  of  the  enemy,  who  were  only  kept 
at  bay  by  their  steady  movements." 


^A  tabular  statement,  prepared  from  official  reports, 
has   been    published,    showing   the   number   of  Killed, 

Wounded,  and  Missing  in  each  Regiment  of  the  British 
Army  from  the  date  of  the  first  landing  in  the  Crimea 
till  the  capture  of  Sebastopol,  Sept.  8,  1855.  From  this 
it]  appears  that  during  the  above  period  (with  the 
exception  of  the  interval  between  the  battle  of  the 
Alma  and  the  13th  of  October,  1854,  during  which  no 
return  was  made)  the  casualties  were  as  follows. 
Killed  :  Officers,  195  ;  sergeants,  153  ;  drummers,  20  ; 
privates,  2,104— total  killed,  2,472.  Wounded:  Officers, 
577  ;  sergeants.  645  ;  drummers,  71 ;  privates,  10,084 — 
total  wounded,  11,377.  Missing:  Officers,  13  ;  sergeants, 
23  ;  drummers,  2  :  privates,  466 — total  missing,  504. 
Grand  total,  14,353.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
casualties  in  the  Black  Sea  Fleet,  the  Naval  Brigade, 
and  the  Marines,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war 
to  the  capture  of  Sebastopol,  namely, — 1"  officers, 
18  petty  officers,  and '128  men  killed;  50  officers,  58 
petty  officers,  and  620  men  wounded,  and  1  man 
missing. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  the  Crimea  is  from  a 
Russian  source.  A  despatch  received  at  St.  Petersburgh 
bv  electric  telegraph  states  that,  on  the  22nd,  about 
40,000  of  the  allied  forces  advanced  from  Eupatoria 
to  Tulat,  a  place  half-way  between  Eupatoria  and 
Simpheropol.  The  next  day  they  reached  the 
heights  at  Schagadianin,  but  retreated  beyond 
Andatotschi  on  perceiving  the  Russian  Lancers  on 
their  left  flank. 

The  German  journals  publish  various  letters  from 
St.  Petersburgh,  all  making  mention  of  immense 
preparations  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  government 
for  the  continuation  of  the  war.  They  even  state 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  Emperor  puts 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  army.  That  which  admits 
of  no  doubt  is  the  despatch  of  all  the  disposable  troops, 
and  especially  of  the  militia,  of  the  empire,  to  the  seat 
of  war. 


The  intelligence  from  the  Baltic  Fleet  is  destitute  of 
interest.  It  is  said  that  Sweaborg  is  now  the  scene  of 
great  activity,  for  the  damage  received  by  the  late 
bombardment  is  being  everywhere  repaired,  and  new 
works  are  being  constructed  in  those  parts  which  ex- 
perience has  proved  were  most  weakly  defended.  It  is 
generally  expected  that  next  year  the  Baltic  will  be  the 
principal  scene  of  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Allies, 
and  everywhere  steps  are  being  taken  to  give  them  a 
warm  reception. 

According  to  the  latest  accounts,  the  troops  continue 
remarkably  healthy.  Their  duties  are  comparatively 
light.  Excepting  the  guards  for  the  divisional  staff 
establishments,  the  usual  regimental  guards,  and  those 
in  the  part  of  Sebastopol  occupied  by  the  British,  they 
are  chiefly  employed  on  fatigue  duties  ;  such  as  making 
the  military  roads,  collecting  stones  from  the  batteries, 
building  walls  and  enclosures  for  the  commissariat  stores, 
or  stabling  for  the  animals  belonging  to  the  Land 
Transport  Corps,  draining  the  camps,  repairing  the 
water-tanks,  collecting  gabions  from  the  trenches  or 
enemy's  works — these  being  the  only  wood  issued  at 
present  for  fuel — or  other  employments  of  a  like  nature. 
There  are,  consequently,  few  night  duties,  and  this  is, 
doubtless,  one  circumstance  which  is  greatly  conducive 
to  the  present  sanitary  condition  of  the  men.  The 
younger  soldiers  are  being  instructed  in  drill,  and  many 
of  the  regimental  parade  grounds  present  the  appearance 
rather  of  what  might  be  expected  to  be  seen  at  an  en- 
campment in  England,  than  under  the  walls  of  Sebas- 
topol. 

Miss  Nightingale  had  arrived  from  Scutari,  with  all 
the  nuns,  or  Sisters  of  Mercy,  from  Kululee  Hospital, 
on  the  Bosphorus.  She  was  at  the  Sanatorium  on  the 
heights. 


The  Moniteur  has  announced  that  the  Empress  of  the 
French  has  entered  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy. 

The  municipal  Council  of  Boulogne-sur-Mer  have 
unanimously  resolved  upon  the  erection  of  a  monument 
to  commemorate  the  landing  of  her  Majesty  at  Boulogne, 
on  her  recent  visit  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and 
have  voted  a  sum  of  12,000  francs  in  aid  of  that  object. 
They  have  further  called  upon  the  neighbouring  dis- 
tricts to  send  in  their  contributions  towards  the  expense 
of  the  projected  memorial.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
monument  shall  be  erected  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
spot  at  which  she  landed  on  the  shores  of  France. 

The  present  money  pressure  in  France  excites  much 
attention.  The  Bank  of  France  has,  by  a  circular 
letter,  summoned  those  who  have  deposited  with  it 
Rentes  and  railway  shares,  either  to  give  new  seeurities, 
or  to  reimburse  a  portion  of  their  loans  with  cash. 
Much  is  said  about  giving  forced  currency  to  bank- 
notes; but  the  bank  has  not  yet  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  emperor,  who  opposes  the  measure  personally, 
because  he  fears  that  it  would  produce  a  bad  effect 
abroad. 

In  consequence  of  the  dearth  of  provisions,  the 
emperor  has  prohibited  the  exportation  of  corn,  and 
ordered  that  the  prices  of  butcher's  meat,  &c.  shall  be 
fixed  by  official  authority.  He  has  also  plisced  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Prefects  of  Departments  a  part  of  the 
credit  of  10  millions  opened  by  the  imperial  decree 
of  the  22nd  of  September,  to  be  applied,  when  neces- 
sary, to  the  relief  of  the  labouring  classes. 

Certain  malefactors  connected  with  a  secret  society, 
who  attempted  to  pillage  Angers  in  August,  but  who 
were  defeated  and  captured,  have  been  tried.  Twelve 
were  acquitted.  The  three  principal  leaders,  Secretain, 
Attibert,  and  Pasquier,  were  sentenced  to  transportation 
and  confinement  in  a  fortified  enclosure  out  of  the 
territory  of  the  empire ;  eleven  were  condemned  to 
simple  transportation  ;  thirteen  to  ten  years'  confine- 
ment, entailing  infamy ;  and  the  remainder  to  periods 
of  imprisonment  varying  from  two  to  five  years. 

In  consequence  of  a  decision  of  the  minister  of  state 
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that  henceforth  all  dramatic  pieces  submitted  to  the 
Commission  of  Censorship  should  be  examined  in.  the 
absence  of  the  writers,  the  Committee  of  Dramatic 
Authors  presented  a  memorial  to  the  minister  on  the 
subject.  The  minister  has,  however,  resolved  that  his 
first  decision  shall  stand  good,  but  that  a  new  functionary 
shall  be  appointed,  whose  special  duty  will  be  to  receive 
the  observations  of  the  authors,  and  who  will  have  the 
power  of  reversing  the  decision  of  the  commission,  if  the 
observations  of  the  authors  appear  to  be  well-founded. 


The  Emperor  of  Russia  left  Moscow  on  the  20th  of 
September  for  Nicolaieff,  having  previously  issued  a 
rescript  to  the  governor,  intended  to  console  the  public 
for  the  fall  of  Sebastopol.  "  It  is  already  known,"  said 
the  czar,  "  by  my  order  of  the  day  addressed  to  the 
Russian  armies,  that  the  garrison  of  Sebastopol,  after 
an  unexampled  siege  of  eleven  months,  after  deeds  of 
prowess  previously  unheard  of,  after  a  self-denial,  and 
the  repulse  of  six  obstinate  attacks,  has  passed  over  to 
the  north  side  of  the  town,  leaving  to  the  enemy  only 
bloody  ruins.  Sebastopol's  heroic  defenders  have 
achieved  all  that  human  strength  could  perform.  Past 
and  present  events  I  accept  as  the  inscrutable  will  of 
Providence,  who  chastens  Russia  with  heavy  hours  of 
trial.  But  Russia's  trials  were  once  far  heavier,  and 
God  the  Lord  sent  down  to  her  His  all-bountiful  and 
invisible  aid.  Wherefore  let  us  now  put  our  trust  in 
Him  :  he  will  defend  Russia  the  orthodox,  who  has 
drawn  the  sword  for  the  just  cause,  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity. The  incessant  proofs  of  all  and  every  one's 
readiness  to  sacrifice  property,  family,  and  the  last  drop 
of  their  blood  for  maintaining  the  integrity  of  the 
empire  and  the  national  honour,  delight  me.  It  is 
precisely  in  these  national  feelings  and  efforts  that  I 
find  consolation  and  strength  :  and  from  my  whole 
heart,  indissolubly  blended  with  my  loyal  and  gallant 
people,  I,  with  trust  in  God's  help  and  grace,  repeat  the 
words  of  Alexander  the  First,  '  Where  truth  is,  there 
also  is  God ! '  I  remain  unalterably  well  inclined 
towards  you. — Alexander."  He  was  to  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Crimea,  to  animate  the  troops  by  his 
presence ;  but  a  letter  from  St.  Petersburg,  in  the 
Hamburg  News,  announces  that  he  will  remain  at 
Nicolaieff  till  the  movements  and  ultimate  objects  of  the 
allied  fleets  in  the  Black  Sea  are  positively  known.  An 
imperial  ukase  orders  the  embodiment  of  the  militia  in 
the  provinces  of  Orenburg  and  Samare.  The  organisa- 
tion is  to  commence  on  the  15th  of  next  month,  and 
terminate  on  the  15th  of  December.  The  proportion  is 
to  be  23  men  in  every  1000  souls. 

The  emperor  has  adopted  measures  of  great  severity 
against  those  who  continue  to  reside  abroad.  In 
Livonia,  the  estates  of  several  noblemen  who  reside 
abroad  have  been  placed  under  guardianship,  although 
their  term  of  permission  has  not  expired.  According 
to  a  communication  lately  made  to  the  authorities,  the 
emperor  is  determined  to  put  an  end  to  the  mania  of 
absenteeism  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  nobles.  In  case 
of  any  landowner  remaining  abroad  without  leave,  the 
tribunals  will  manage  the  estates,  and  render  an  account 
of  the  revenues  to  the  owners  for  one  year,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  term  the  estates,  if  the  owners  still 
remain  abroad,  will  be  confiscated,  unless  particular 
circumstances  can  be  brought  forward  to  justify  a  longer 
delay  being  granted. 


The  King  of  Sardinia  has  temporarily  transferred  his 
authority  to  his  cousin,  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy  Carig- 
nan.  In  a  decree  published  on  the  29th  September  in 
the  Piedmontese  Gazette,  empowering  Prince  Eugene 
to  transact  all  current  and  urgent  business  and  sign  all 
royal  decrees  which  require  the  counter-signature  of  the 
ministers,  the  king  states,  as  a  reason  for  this  arrange- 
ment, that  he  shall  require  a  few  days  of  repose  to  re- 
cover his  health.  This  is  considered  as  the  preliminary 
step  to  the  tour  which  it  is  known  the  king  contemplates. 


Accounts  from  Tuscany  represent  a  fearful  state  of 
increasing  distress,  caused  partly  by  bad  harvests,  partly 


by  cholera,  and  partly  by  misgovernment.  Already  the 
people  in  Florence  and  its  neighbourhood  were  seeking 
refuge  in  crime  from  impending  starvation  ;  and  the 
other  day  a  Mr.  Corrie,  an  Englishman,  was  found 
murdered  in  his  bed,  in  Florence,  by  persons  who  had 
evidently  done  so  for  the  sake  of  plunder.  It  would  be 
utterly  unjust  to  impute  the  aggravated  misfortunes  the 
people  of  Tuscany  now  suffer  to  one  alone  of  the  causes 
mentioned.  A  succession  of  bad  harvests  has  done 
severe  injury  to  the  agriculturists;  the  cholera  has 
deprived  many  families  of  their  main  support,  for  it  has 
been  peculiarly  destructive  to  men  in  Florence  this  year; 
the  government  has  destroyed  confidence,  and  conse- 
quently crippled  trade  during  the  last  seven  years  ;  and 
all  these  causes  combined  are  likely  to  produce  a  winter 
of  unparalleled  suffering  in  Tuscany. 


The  most  authentic  intelligence  from  Naples  repre- 
sents that  the  British  grievances  with  Naples  arc  not 
settled,  as  was  erroneously  supposed  ;  that  Lthe  govern- 
ment is  engaged  in  preparations  for  defence  b^th  by 
land  and  sea,  and  is  filling  Gaeta  and  the  forts  of  Naples 
with  shot  and  shell.  The  ships  of  war  have  been  placed 
in  the  military  harbour,  and  a  chain-boom  thrown  across 
the  entrance.  Mazza,  the  late  police  director,  although 
dismissed,  is  more  powerful  than  ever. 


There  were  great  rejoicings  at  Berlin  on  the  15th 
instant.  That  day  was  at  once  the  anniversary  of  the 
king's  birthday,  and  of  his  entrance  into  the  army  at 
the  age  of  ten,  and  the  commencement  of  the  winter 
term  at  the  University  and  the  first  day  of  the  academical 
year.  Courtiers,  generals,  officers,  diplomatists,  went 
to  Potsdam  in  state,  to  pay  their  devoirs  to  the  king  : 
the  military  men  presenting  him  with  a  "sword.  At 
Berlin,  the;  Rector  of  the  "University  and  another  pro- 
fessor made  orations  to  the  students,  dealing  but  slightly 
witli  the  birthday,  and  launching  into  limitless  disserta- 
tions on  philosophy.  In  the  evening  there  were  illumi- 
nations, except  in  those  districts  where  the  price  of  the 
oil  was  devoted  to  the  poor. 


The  correspondent  of  the  Daily  News  at  Copenhagen 
says,  on  the  18th  instant :  "  Although  it  was  no  secret 
that  the  king  had  contracted  a  morganatic  marriage 
with  a  former  milliner  of  the  name  of  Lolla  Rasmussen, 
whom  he  has  elevated  to  the  rank  of  Countess  Banner, 
yet  that  step  had  never  been  publicly  or  officially  made 
known.  It  therefore  caused  great  sensation  when  the 
king,  at  the  court  and  levee  he  held  on  his  birthday  at 
the  palace  of  Christiansborg  in  this  city,  caused  her  to 
be  present,  and  presented  to  her  the  foreign  ambassadors, 
requesting  the  latter  to  notify  his  marriage  to  their 
respective  courts.  On  new  year's  day  she  is  to  be  ele- 
vated to  the  rank  of  duchess. 


In  Sweden,  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Sebastopol  has  been 
joyfully  received.  The  students  of  the  University  of 
Upsala  assembled  in  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which 
the  news  arrived,  on  the  great  square  of  that  city,  with 
flags  and  banners,  and  accompanied  by  masses  of  the 
people,  proceeded  in  solemn  procession,  singinar  at  the 
same  time  patriotic  songs,  to  the  monument  of  Gustavus 
the  Great  in  the  Wood  of  Odin.  On  their  arrival  at  the 
obelisk,  the  patriotic  song  composed  by  Bottiger  on  the 
occasion  of  the  great  festival  in  honour  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  celebrated  here  in  the  year  1832,  was  sung  in 
chorus  with  uncovered  heads  ;  after  which,  the  Curator 
of  the  University  mounted  the  pedestal  of  the  monu- 
ment, and  made  a  speech  expressing  the  sympathy,  the 
joy,  and  the  hopes  for  the  future,  entertained  by  the 
students.  This  address  was  scarcely  finished  when  the 
most  deafening  shouts  broke  out  from  the  assembled 
multitude.  After  nine  additional  cheers  had  been  given 
for  the  allies,  and  as  many  groans  for  Russia,  Rune- 
berg's  beautiful  Finnish  popular  song,  "  Our  land,  our 
land,  our  fatherland,"  was  sung  in  chorus  by  the  in- 
spirited populace ;  and  the  singing  of  the  Swedish 
National  Hymn  concluded  the  ceremony. 
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The  intelligence  from  the  United  Stales  is  not  of 
political  interest.  Two  persons  had  heen  found  guilty 
in  the  Philadelphia  Court,  of  enlisting  recruits  for 
the  British  service  ;  but  the  sentence  was  postponed. 
The  yellow  fever  was  subsiding  at  Norfolk  and  Ports 
mouth. 

A  striking  case  of  Lynch' Law  has  occurred  in  Illinois. 
An  Irish  family  named  M'Laue  had  recently  settled  in 
the  state.  M'Lane,  the  head  of  the  family,  had  a  son- 
in-law  named  Coxen,  a  poor  but  industrious  man,  who 
had  scraped  together  some  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars.  This  sum  excited  M'Lane's  cupidity  ;  he  way- 
laid Coxen  in  the  woods,  robbed  him  of  his  money,  and 
thought  he  had  murdered  him;  but  Coxen  contrived  to 
crawl  to  the  house  of  a  neighbour,  to  whom  be  related 
the  circumstance.  The  news  spread :  M'Lane  was 
seized,  brought  before  the  magistrates,  and  examined  in 
the  presence  of  an  excited  multitude.  M'Lane  ob- 
stinately denied  the  charge  ;  but  the  people  loudly 
declared  their  determination  to  lynch  him  if  he  did  not 
disclose  where  he  had  concealed  the  money.  "Again 
and  again,"  says  a  spectator  of  the  scene,  "  it  was  urged 
on  him  to  no  purpose."  At  this  juncture  Judge  A — 
stepped  up,  confronted]  the  prisoner,  looked  him  full  in 
the  eye,  and  in  a  loud,  earnest  tone,  said  : — "  William 
M'Lane,  make  now  your  last  prayer,  for  in  less  than  one 
half-hour  your  soul  will  be  in  eternity.  You  will  carry 
with  you  the  stain  of  a  brother's  blood ;  but  do  not,  I 
entreat  you  again,  appear  before  your  God  with  a  lie 
upon  your  lips.  We  have  shielded  you  thus  far  from  an 
outraged  and  incensed  people,  but  we  can  do  so  no 
longer."  This  last  fervid  appeal  brought  the  culprit  to 
a  sense  of  his  real  situation.  He  turned  deadly  pale, 
and  then  called  for  his  wife,  who  advised  him  to  keep 
silent,  which  advice  he  determined  to  take.  At  this  a 
rush  was  made  for  the  upper  floor,  the  rope  thrown 
over  hi3  head,  and  then  commenced  a  conflict  which  the 
pen  cannot  describe.  I  had  been  accustomed  to  read  of 
lynching  affairs,  but  never  until  now  had  I  witnessed 
such  a  scene.  The  struggle^was  between  the  people, 
the  officers,  and  the  prisoner.  While  the  strife  was 
raging  within,  the  outer  yard  was  thronged  with  specta- 
tors, gazing  up  into  the  windows,  to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  battle.  Among  the  number  of  eager  spectators  I 
observed  many  whose  wrinkled  brows  and  silvery 
locks  told  plainly  that  they  had  long  since  passed  the 
meridian  of  life — some  of  whom,  too,  had  been  the 
pillars  of  the  church  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Perhaps 
this  was  the  first  time  in  their  whole  lives  that  they  had 
ever  been  called  upon  to  sanction  such  a  proceeding,  and 
in  the  atrocity  of  the  crime  committed  they  found  their 


Justification.  After  a  struggle  of  perhaps  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  in  which  the  prisoner  had  been  several  times 
suspended  by  the  neck,  and  as  often  released,  to  give 
him  a  chance  to  tell  of  the  money,  he  sued  for  pardon ; 
and  as  he  stood  gasping  for  breath  and  telling  the  spot 
where  the  money  was  concealed,  I  saw  the  blood  stand- 
ing on  his  neck,  which  had  been  wrung  from  it  by  the 
rope.  After  a  confession  of  his  guilt  and  a  delivery  of 
the  money,  the  people  were  content  to  leave  him  in  the 
hands,  of  the  law,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  matter 
they  gave  six  hearty  cheers  for  Judge  Lynch.— M'Lane 
is  now  lying  in  prison,  awaiting  his  trial  for  attempted 
murder  and  highway  robbery." 


A  letter  from  San  Francisco,  dated  Sept.  4,  in  the 
Washington  Intelligencer,  gives  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  the  present  social  condition  of  California : — 
"  Health  and  climate  alone  recommend  this  place.  It 
is  almost  impossible  to  conceive  how  one  is  rejuvenated 
and  invigorated  by  this  truly  delightful  climate.  But 
as  to  the  moral  state  of  the  country,  it  is  horrible  !  One 
of  our  papers  gives  us  a  monthly  chronicle  of  deaths  by 
violence,  principally  by  murder  or  lynching.  From  the 
1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  August  this  year,  they  were 
322  in  the  state,  including  two  lawfully  hauged.  Is  not 
this  awful  ?  Upwards  of  20  were  recently  lynched  in 
one  place  for  being  concerned  (or  suspected)  in  some 
wholesale  robberies.  Street  encounters  are  so  common 
here  that  no  one  is  surprised  at  their  announcement  in 
the  morning  :papers.  We  look  for  fearful  scenes  to- 
morrow, which  is  the  day  of  election.  Last  year  the 
Know-Nothings  kept  things  in  order,  and  had  it  their 
own  way ;  but  their  reign  is  past,  and  the  uprising  of 
the  supposed  defunct  Whigs  will  convince  you  of  this. 
The  preparations  of  the  democrats  for  the  election  to- 
morrow are  vast  and  complete.  I  have  the  worst 
apprehensions,  and  shall  be  most  agreeably  disappointed 
if  blood  does  not  flow  freely  at  the  polls.  Two  years 
since  any  man  could  make  money  in  California;  now  it 
is  the  reverse,  and  the  scramble  for  office,  from  the  first 
to  the  lowest,  is  truly  terrific.  The  sheriff's  office,  even 
at  the  reduced  fees,  is  worth  at  least  50,000  dols.  per 
annum,  recorder  of  mortgages  20,000  dols.,  and  so  of 
others.  Think  of  the  numerous  aspirants  and  the  des- 
perate means  they  are  willing  to  employ  in  order  to 
ensure  success.  To-morrow  is  the  grand  day  for  the 
shoulder  strikers,  the  ballot  stuffers,  the  rowdies,  and 
the  bullies,  and  they  will  all  be  let  loose  and  hounded 
upon  each  other  and  the  community  by  their  respective 
employers." 
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Signs  of  activity  at  last  begin  to  show  themselves  in 
the  great  book  marts,  but  as  yet  it  is  only  promise.  The 
last  month  has  contributed  even  fewer  publications  than 
its  predecessor  (excluding  mere  new  editions)  to  the 
common  stock.  Mr.  Laurence  Oliphant  has  republished 
from  Blackwood's  Magazine  some  chapters  on  a  resi- 
dence in  Canada,  under  the  title  of  Minnesota  and  the 
Far  West.  Sir  Henry  Holland  has  greatly  enlarged  and 
added  to  his  Medical  Notes  and  Beftections.  A  ninth 
volume  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica 
has  carried  down  the  work  to  nearly  the  close  of  the  letter 
F.  Mr.  Hey  wood  has  published  two  more  volumes  full  of 
early  College  and  University  Statutes  relating  to  Cam- 
bridge. Mr.  Wheeler  has  built  up  an  imaginary  biography 
of  the  Life  and  Travels  of  Herodotus,  for  illustration  of 
the  manners  and  social  condition  of  the  ancient  nations  in 
the  fifth  century  before  Christ.  M.  Antonio  Gallenga 
has  published  a  History  of  Piedmont  in  three  volumes. 
From  Mr.  George  Giles.  Vincent  we  receive  a  trea- 
tise on  the  Science  of  the  Moral  Nature;  and  from 
Dr.  Massy  a  volume  of  analytical  ethnology  on  the 
Mixed  Tribes  w  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  much  in 
favour  of  the  Irish.  A  volume  of  Lectures  to  Ladies  on 
Practical  Subjects,  due  to  the  benevolent  activity  of  the 


Rev.  Mr.  Maurice,  has  appeared ;  and  to  Mi-.  Evan 
Hopkins,  C.E.,  we  are  indebted  for  a  small  practical  trea- 
tise or  Introduction  to  Geology  and  Magnetism.  In  the 
way  of  travels,  or  observation  in  foreign  countries,  we 
have  had  M.  Herzen's  Exile  in  Siberia,  Mr.  Edward 
Sullivan's  Beaten  Paths  from  Boulogne  to  Babelman- 
deb,  Baron  Haxthausen's  'Tribes  of  the  Caucasus  (with 
an  account  of  Schamyl),  and  Mr.  Baker's  Eight  Years' 
Wanderings  in  Ceylon.  Mr.  Bailey,  the  author  of 
'  Festus,'  has  published  the  Mystic.  Lord  Napier  has  made 
public  his  Notes  on  Modem  Painting  at  Naples,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Ballantyne  has  collected  into  one  volume, 
with  a  biographical  memoir,  Passages  from  the  Writings 
of  T.  Carlyle.  The  Rev.  Robert  Greig  has  collected  a 
series  of  religious  discourses  under  the  title  of  The  Man 
Christ  Jesus,  and  Mr.  Sanderson  Robins  has  summed 
up  in  an  octavo  volume  The  Whole  Evidence  against  the 
Claims  [of  the  Soman  Church.  In  fiction  there  have 
been  published,  a  tale  by  the  author  of  '  Lorenzo 
Benoni'  called  Doctor  Antonio ;  a  novel  called  Simplicity 
and  Fascination,  by  Miss  Beale  ;  The  Lances  of  Lyn- 
ivood,  by  the  author  of '  Heartsease  ; '  wa.&lMillicent,  by 
the  author  of  '  the  Curate  of  Overton.' 
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COMMEKCIAL    BECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  20th  inst,  £11,230,207. 

LATEST  LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stau.  per  oz.  £3  17    9    I  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    H 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  17    0    ]  Mexican  dollars,        ,,       4  11} 

Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 022  prem.  I  New  York par. 

Hamburgh 0 -55  prem.  | 

Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  0  per  cent. 


STOCKS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

90i 

87| 
SSI 

31 

209 

7  pm. 

5  pm. 

86i 
85f 
S64 

3t7c 
207 
1  dis. 
1  pm. 

SSi 
S7i 

Exchequer  Bills.  24d 

3-7-16 
20S 
2  dis. 
2  dis. 

AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN — imperial  weekly  average 

Week 
ending- 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

s.      d. 

».      d. 

j.      d. 

s.      d. 

s. 

d. 

t. 

d. 

Sept.  22 

77       8 

35       9 

28       8 

47       S 

49 

1 

42 

11 

—      29 

77      3 

36      4 

2S       4 

48      8 

49 

5 

4o 

4 

Oct.       6 

76      6 

37      0 

28       7 

60     10 

48 

10 

46 

2 

—      Yi 

76      7 

38      4 

28       C 

49      S 

49 

11 

48 

7 

—     20 

76    10 

38     10 

27       9 

50       5 

49 

10 

48 

7 

Latest  London 


100 
11-6-3 
100 
100 
20 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian 

Ediub.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 
Great  Northern  .... 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &,  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westu. 
Loudon  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 


96 
61 

61i 
51 
91 
102 
864 
56J 
76| 
93 

66 


Lowest. 

Latest. 

94 

954 

6g 

64 

571 

59 

49 

51 

9i 

91 

101 

101 

824 

83 

50i 

51 

73} 

75 

91 

92 

SI 

QOI 

63 

63} 

56* 

574 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


490,756 

49,9S2 

405,310 

1,031,122 
784,697 
222.91S 
717,01)7 
902,695 
717,976 

1,96S,727 
517,177 
953,257 
643,299 


Malt,  Pale,      per  qr. 

72 

to  80 

Malting  Barley  „ 

38 

—  44 

Oats,  best,           ,, 

29 

—  32 

Wheat,  White,    „ 

82 

—  S8 

Flour- 

Town  made,  pei 

sk 

.  73 

—  75 

Country  household  66 

—  6S 

Americau,  per  bar! 

.  41 

—  45 

Indian  Cora,  per 

q> 

.  42 

—  44 

Bread,  per  4  lbs. 

d. 

d. 

Best  Wheaten 

.   10A 

Household .... 

9A- 

-10 

Cattle — 

s. 

d. 

s.   d. 

Beasts,    per  st. 

3 

4  to  4  10 

Calves   .,     ,, 

3 

8  — 

5     0 

Sheep    ..     ,, 

3 

4- 

5     0 

Pigs 

3 

10- 

•5     0 

Wool,  per  lb. — 

South  Downs. . 

0 

11+- 

-1  3 

Kentish  fleeces 

1 

ot- 

-1  1* 

German  Prima  2 

6  - 

-3  6 

Australian  .... 

1 

0  - 

-2  7 

0 

7  - 

-2  0 

1 

1  - 

-2  0 

Metals. 

FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 


V  UNDS. 

Belgian  44  per  cent.,  94 
Brazilian  5  per  cent..  99 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  99 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  1004 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  64^ 
Dutch  4  p.  cent.  cert..  93 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  19| 
Peruvian  4 J  per  cent.,  72 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  4 
Russian  44  per  cent.,  86 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  191 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  S3: 


Railways. 

East  Belgian  Junct.,  44 
Great  W.  of  Canada,  221 
Great  Luxembourg,  4i 
Northern  of  France,  344 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref., 
Paris  aud  Orleans,  45 
Paris  and  Lyons,  44} 
Paris  and  Rouen,  51 
Rouen  aud  Havre,  27i 
West  Flanders,  4 
West  of  France,  31 


74-84 


Mines. 


Linares 74 

Nouveau  Monde 3 


I  Quartz  Rock    21-23 

St.  John  Del  Rey    2S 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australian } 

Colonial  Gold t 

Great  Nugget    1 

Port  Philip i 

South  Australian 4 

Railways. 

Bombay  and  Baroda... .       } 

East  Indian 22i 

Do.,     Extension J 

Indian  Peninsula 5} 

Madras 19} 


Banrs. 

Australasian    87 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust. ..   16i 
Loud.  Chart,  of  Aust.  . .   184 

South  Australian   41 

Union  of  Australia    71 


Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific  ... 
Australian  Royal  Mail  . 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship  . 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav. . 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural  ,.27 

Van  Diemeu's  Land 13 

South  Australian  Land    .  .35 


North  Brit.  Australian 

Peel  River  Land    

Scottish  Austr.  Invest. 


H 


Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  126?. 

Iron,  Pigs,  3/.  17s.  to  51.  5s. 
Rails,  S(.  10s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  25/.  10s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  20/.  0s.  to  2K.  0s. 
Tin,  English  block,  123/. ; 
Banca,  124/.  ;  Spelter,  241.  ; 
Quicksilver,  per  lb.,  Is.  9d. 

Provisions. 

Beef — Irish  India,  per  tr., 
150s.;  Hambro',  150s.;  Ame- 
rican, 120s.  to  160s. 

Bacon,  p.  cwt. — Irish,  72s.  to 
75s.  ;  Americau,  54s.  to  5Ss. 

Butter — Dorset,  p.  cwt.,  110s. 
to  116s. ;  Irish,  94s.  to  106s. ; 
Dutch,  84s.  to  88*. 

Cheese — Cheshire,  per  cwt., 
60s.  to  SOs. ;  Wiltshire.  56s.  to 
74s.  ;  Dutch,  56s.  to  58s. 

Hams— York,  84s.  to  100s.; 
Irish,  90s.  to  OSs.  ;  West- 
phalia, 70s.  to  72s. 

Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 
3s.  Sd.  to  4s.  6rf. 

Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 
8  lb.,  3s.  8rf.  to  4s.  6d. 

Pork,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  lOd.  to 
5s.  id. 

Veal,  3s.  8d.  to  4s.  Sd 

Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  reds, 
80s.  to  90s. ;  Regts,  85s.  to  95s. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 
departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1S55. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

Hritish 
America. 

Uuited 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  Aug.  31    

September    . . 

45,757 
4,787 

14,811 
443 

68,814 

10.25S 

1,771 
3S0 

131,153 
15,873 

Total  to  Sep.  30 

50,544 

15,259 

79,072 

2,151 

147,026 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Frkight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney . . . 
Adelaide . . 
HobartTn. 


Cabin. 


Inter, 
mediate. 


£30to£60i£20to£30 
40  —  60  IS  —  32 
30  —  601  20  —  35 
40  —   65,     25  —  35 


Steerage. 


£15  to  £21 
15  —  20 
18  —  21 
20  —   22 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£50  to  £55 
35  —  40 
35  —  40 
35  —  40 


Market  Prices. 

I.  s.       I.  s. 

Hay per  load  2  5  to  6  10 

Clover..        „        4  0  —  77 

Straw..        „         1  4—1  10 

Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  13/.  10s. 
to  01.  0s.  ;  Rape  cake, 
do.,  S/.  0s. ;  Bones,  per  ton, 
51.  9s.  to  13/.  10s. 

Hops. — Rents,  SOs.  to  130s. 
Sussex,  SOs.  to  100s. 

Poultry — Capons,   3s.  6c?.  to 

4s.    Gd. ;    Fowls,    2s.   Od.  to 

3s.  Od.  ;    Chicks,   Is.  ?>'.  to 

2s.  3d.  ;    Ducks,    2s.   3d.  to 

2s.  9d. ;  Geese,  5s.  Od.  to 
6s.  Gd. ;  Turkeys,  12s.  Oct. ; 
Pigeons,  Gd.  to  Sd. 

Hides,  &c. — Market,  961b., 
4id.  to  5d.  ;  ditto,  Horse- 
hides,  salted,  6s.  Od.  to 
Ss.  Gd.  each. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  56!.  10s.  ; 
Sperm,  1201. ;  Pale  Seal,  551. 
0s. ;  Rape,  57/.  to  60(.  ;  Co- 
coa-nut, 44;.  15s.  to  40/.  5s.; 
Palm,  48/.  5s.  ;  Linseed, 
43/.  0s. 

Tallow — Australian,     Beef, 
59(.  0s.  to  60/.   15s.  ;  Sheep, 
62/.  0s.  to  63/.  15s. 
Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad.  43s. 
to  49s.  ;  Bahia,  40s.  to  41s.  Gd. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, SOs.  Od.  to 51s.  od.;  Do., 
Plantation,  61s.  to  S2s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 5Ss.  to  92s. ;  Jamaica, 
57s.  to  S4s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  26s.  Od.  to  3Ss.  0;/.  ; 
Bengal,  13s.  6d.  to  17s.  Gd. 

Sugar — Barbadocs.  per  cwt., 
43s.  Gd.  to  48s.  Gd.  ;  Mau- 
ritius, 37s.  Gd.  to  50s.  Od.  ; 
Bengal,  46s.  Od.  to  53s.  Od. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
54s.  Gd.  to  56s.  Gd. ;  Bastards, 
40s.  Od.  to  44s.  Od. ;  Crushed, 
36s.  Gd. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  9rf.)— 
Congou,  Sid.  to  2s.  4d. ; 
Souchong,  9s.  to  2s.  6d.  ; 
Hyson,  Is.  3d.  to  4s.  6d.  ; 
Assam,  Is.  6d.  to  4s.  7d. 
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NAERATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


The  Right  Honourable  Henry  Labouchere  has  been 
appointed  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Sir  William  Molesworth. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  has  been  returned  for  Southwark 
in  the  room  of  the  late  Sir  William  Molesworth.  There 
was  no  opposition  ;  Mr.  Scovell,  who  had  stood  for  the 
borough,  having  withdrawn  from  the  contest. 

Mr."  Gladstone  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  Colonies 
at  Chester  on  the  12th  instant.  The  bulk  of  his  audi- 
ence were  the  members  of  the  Mechanics'  Institution, 
but  many  distinguished  persons  of  the  neighbourhood 
were  also  present.  He  discussed  the  origin  and  history 
of  our  colonies,  enumerated  their  advantages  to  the 
mother-country  and  the  world,  and  maintained  the 
principle  that  they  ought  to  be  free,  and  that  their 
affairs  should  be  administered  by  themselves.  In  con- 
clusion he  said,  "Defend  your  colonies  against  foreign 
aggression ;  regulate  their  foreign  relations :  these 
things  belong  to  the  colonial  connexion  with  this 
country.  Of  the  duration  of  that  colonial  connexion 
let  them  be  the  judges.  If  you  leave  them  that  freedom 
of  judgment,  it  is  hard  to  say  when  the  day  will  come 
when  they  will  wish  to  separate  from  this  great 
nation." 

A  Court  of  Common  Council  was  held  on  the  29th 
ult.  to  consider  a  motion  respecting  the  Reform  of  the 
Corporation  of  London.  Mr.  Fry  moved  the  following 
resolution— "That  it  be  desirable  to  co-operate  with 
her  Majesty's  'government  in  passing  through  parlia- 
ment a  bill  for  the  reform  of  the  Corporation,  founded 
upon  the  resolutions  agreed  to  by  this  court  on  the 
24th  of  February  1S54 ;  that  the  Remembrancer  be 
directed  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  bill  in  conformity 
with  the  above  resolution  to  be  submitted  for  the 
approval  of  this  court ;  and  that  a  conference  be  held 
thereon  with  her  Majesty's  government."  This  motion 
raised  considerable  opposition.  It  was  thought  that  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  send  a  bill  to  parliament 
founded  on  those  resolutions.  Mr.  Cox  moved  an 
amendment  which  he  subsequently  withdrew,  to  the 
effect  that  the  resolutions  should  be  reconsidered  seria- 
tim. Ultimately,  Mr.  Fry's  motion  was  defeated  by 
the  adoption  of  two  amendments.  Mr.  Bezley  moved 
"  That  no  further  discussion  take  place  until  the  court 
have  the  government  bill  before  them."  Carried  by 
38  to  30.  Mr.  Jones  moved  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  government  on  a  bill 
for  a  reform  of  the  constitution.  Carried  by  32  ,to 
28.  The  following  were  appointed  as  a  committee — 
Alderman  Finnis,  Alderman  Cubitt,  Alderman  Eagle- 
ton,  Mr.  W.  Jones,  Mr.  Abraham,  Mr.  T.  H.  Fry,  Mr. 
T.  H.  Hall,  Mr.  W.  L.  Taylor,  Mr.  T.  Parker,  Deputy- 
Hale,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Cox,  and 
Mr.  Gresham. 

The  Political  Refugees  in  Jersey  have  published  a 
protest  against  the  banishment  of  the  directors  of  the 
newspaper  L'llomme,  filled  with  denunciations  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  and  concluding  with  the  words — 
"  Now  expel  us  if  you  choose  ;  "  the  British  Government 
ordered  the  whole  of  the  thirty-four,  including  Victor 
Hugo  and  his  son,  to  quit  the  island  within  a  week. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  St.  Martin's  Hall  on  the  12th 
inst.,  to  Protest  Against  the  Expulsion  of  the  Refugees 
from  Jersey.  The  following  resolution  was  moved  by 
Mr.     Washington    Wilis,    seconded    by    Mr.    Ernest 


Jones,  and  adopted  without  dissent. — "  That  this 
meeting  utters  its  indignant  protest  against  the  recent 
expulsion  of  refugees  from  Jersey;  and  affirms  that 
foreigners  landing  in  the  dominion  of  the  British  Crown 
become  at  once  entitled  to  the  natural  and  legal  right  of 
Englishmen — a  public  examination  and  trial  by  jury 
before  exposure  to  any  penal  consequences.  That  this 
meeting  pledges  itself  and  calls  upon  the  country  to 
resist  by  all  lawful  means  the  apprehended  attempt  to 
carry  through  parliament  an  act  invalidating  or  restrict- 
ing the  right  of  sanctuary." 

Mr.  W.  J.  Fox  met  his  constituents  at  Oldham  on  the 
21th  inst.  ;  nearly  2,000  persons  were  present.  The 
principal  topic  of  his  address  was  the  War.  He  scouted 
the  opinions  of  the  peace  party,  and  concluded  a 
powerful  speech  with  the  following  vigorous  perora- 
tion: "  I  rejoice  that  in  this  hive  of  industry,  in  this 
borough  which  a  hundred  years  ago  was  only  a  few 
miserable  hovels,  but  which  has  now  a  busy  population 
of  80,000  people — I  rejoice  that  in  this  place  where  all 
are  at  work,  from  the  little  factory  girl  to  the  great 
capitalist — I  rejoice  that  here,  where  you  have  men  who 
can  win  European  honours  for  inventions  and  the  appli- 
cation of  skill,  and  where  you  have  also  the  multitudes 
who  by  their  daily  toil  earn  their  daily  sustenance — I 
rejoice  that  here,  in  Oldham,  in  the  very  heart  and 
centre  of  these  great  interests  and  of  these  influential 
opinions  which  might  lead  in  a  different  direction,  you 
declare  yourself  spontaneously,  decidedly,  and  unre- 
servedly in  favour  of  such  a  peace  as  war  alone  can  win, 
and  successful  war,  against  the  great  enemy  and  robber 
of  Europe.  I  say  that  such  an  admirable  demonstration 
from  you  will  tell,  it  will  tell  throughout  the  country, 
from  John  o'Groat's  to  the  Land's  End,  that  the  great 
manufacturing  districts  are  not  the  focus  of  discontent 
and  indecision,  or  of  the  craven  spirits  begging  for 
peace  at  any  rate,  but  that  they  are  the  abodes  of  men, 
high-minded  men,  who  are  solicitous  for  the  honour  of 
their  country  and  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe.  Where, 
then,  I  would  say,  are  the  privations  of  war  ?  This 
country  has  shown  itself,  and  brilliantly  shown  itself, 
great  in  all  the  virtues  of  peace  ;  it  has  known  how  to 
increase  its  prosperity  and  make  that  prosperity  the 
means  of  blessings  to  other  lands.  It  has  won  its  way 
to  the  foremost  rank  among  the  nations  in  literature,  in 
the  arts  and  sciences  ;  it  has  put  itself  forward,  and 
with  justice,  in  its  moral  claims  upon  the  world  ;  it  has 
been  generous  in  its  reception  of  the  fugitive  ;  it  has 
been  faithful  to  its  allies,  and  it  will  not  shrink  back 
on  account  of  sufferings  from  the  great  and  benevolent 
object,  I  may  call  it,  the  great  and  glorious  object  which 
it  has  in  hand ;  but  as  there  is  a  God  that  judges  in  the 
earth,  I  trust  we  can  rely  upon  His  Providence  to  give 
victory  to  the  right,  and  peace,  independence,  and 
freedom  to  the  nations."  Mr.  Fox's  address  was  loudly 
cheered,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was  passed  by 
acclamation. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  dreadful  Murder  has  been  committed  near  Shotley- 
bridge  in  the  County  of  Durham.     Mr.  Robert  Stirling, 
:  a  young  surgeon,  having  completed  his  studies  in  Edin- 
burgh,  was   spending  a  short  time  with  Mr.  Watson, 
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surgeon,  at  Byer's-green,  whom  he  was  assisting 
in  his  practice ;  hut  he  intended  shortly  leaving  for 
the  East  as  he  was  under  orders  to  join  the  Turkish 
Contingent.  On  the  1st  instant  he  left  Mr.  "Watson's 
residence  to  visit  some  patients  residing  in  the  out-lying 
districts  of  Thornley,  Barlow,  and  Low-Spen.  He  had 
completed  his  last  visit  about  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
at  Spen,  and  that  was  the  last  time  he  was  seen  alive. 
He  never  ag:iin  returned  to  Mr.  Watson's  residence ; 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  his  body  was  discovered 
in  a  copse  near  Derwent-bridge,  a  short  distance  from 
Gibside-park.  His  face  was  dreadfully  beaten  in  and 
bruised,  and  it  was  found  that  he  had  been  shot 
through  the  abdomen.  His  watch  had  been  stolen,  and 
his  pockets  had  been  rifled.  It  appears  that  on  leaving 
the  farm  house  he  had  proceeded  down  a  lane  leading 
past  Derwent-bridge,  which  is  somewhat  solitary,  and 
in  passing  a  clump  of  trees  had  been  shot  by  some  one 
lying  in  ambush,  and  then  dragged  through  a  hedge  to 
the  plantation,  where  his  body  was  found,  and  there 
either  despatched  by  being  beaten  about  the  head  with 
the  butt-end  of  a  gun  or  with  two  large  stones  that 
were  found  near.  He  had  then  been  robbed  of  all  he 
had.  This  fearful  outrage  was  committed  upon  a  public 
road  not  far  distant  from  some  houses,  and  several 
labourers  were  working  in  a  neighbouring  field,  and 
they  state  that  they  neither  heard  nor  saw  anything 
unusual.  The  day  of  the  murder  was  the  rent-day  at 
Gibside-park,  and  some  of  the  farmers  belonging  tothe 
estate  had  to  pass  down  the  lane  where  the  murder  was 
committed  to  go  to  the  hall  with  their  rents ;  and  there 
is  reason  to  think  that  Mr.  Stirling  being  observed  to 
come  from  a  farm-house,  was  taken  for  one  of  them,  and 
so  robbed  and  murdered. 

Dr.  Hermann  Francis,  an  eminent  German  man  of 
letters,  and  formerly  editor  of  the  Allgemeine  Zeitung, 
committed  Suicide  at  Brighton,  on  the  3rd  instant.  He 
arrived  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  the  preceding  afternoon, 
with  his  son,  a  fine  youth  of  fifteen.  The  father  and 
son  slept  in  a  double-bedded  room.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing Dr.  Francis  threw  himself  out  of  the  window,  fell 
into  the  area,  and  was  killed  on  the  spot.  His  son  was 
found  dead  in  bis  bed;  a  silk  handkerchief  was  twisted 
round  his  neck,  from  which  it  was  inferred  that  he  had 
died  from  strangulation.  It  was  proved  at  the  inquest 
that  Dr.  Francis  was  in  easy  circumstances,  had  shown 
no  signs  of  mental  aberration,  and  that  he  and  his  son 
were  on  the  most  affectionate  terms.  The  jury  returned 
this  verdict: — "That  the  son  was  found  strangled  in 
bed,  but  whether  by  his  own  hand,  or  by  the  hand  of 
another,  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  ;  and  that  the 
father  destroyed  himself  by  throwing  himself  out  of 
window  while  in  an  unsound  state  of  mind."  This 
strange  and  distressing  case  has  occasioned  much  specu- 
lation, and  various  views  have  been  taken  of  the  nature 
and  causes  of  the  catastrophe.  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow,  in 
a  letter  published  in  the  Times,  gives  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  son  died  suddenly,  from  some  natural  cause — 
disease  of  the  heart,  apoplexy,  or  epileptic  convulsions  ; 
and  that  the  father  destroyed  himself  while  in  a  paroxysm 
of  temporary  delirium,  frensy,  or  mental  aberration, 
induced  by  the  mental  shock  consequent  upon  the  ap- 
palling discovery  of  his  son's  sudden  death. 

On  the  3rd  instant,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Inspector  of  the 
Bow-street  police-station,  attended  to  complain  of  the 
Refusal  by  the  Porters  of  St.  Martin's  Workhouse  to 
admit  a  poor  Boy,  who  teas  found  Wandering  in  the 
District  during  the  inclement  weather  of  the  previous 
night.  It  appeared  that  between  10  and  11  o'clock 
the  forlorn  condition  of  the  hoy  attracted  the 
notice  of  a  gentleman,  who  found  him  wandering, 
homeless,  friendless,  and  destitute,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Long-acre.  Ho  was  inquiring  the 
way  to  Durham;  and,  on  being  asked  how  he  came  to 
be  in  London,  he  stated  that  he  had  been  brought  from 
North  Shields  by  the  captain  of  a  collier,  who  requiring 
bis  services  no  longer,  had  put  him  on  shore  at  one  of 
the  bridges,  and  left  him  penniless,  to  shift  for  himself. 
Consequently  he  wanted  to  find  bis  way  back  to 
Durham,  intending  to  walk  home.  The  gentleman, 
after  giving  the  lad  some  refreshment  at  a  coffee-house, 
in  Wilson-street,  sent  him  under  the  charge  of  a  con- 
stable to  the  Bow-street  station.     Inspector  Mackenzie 


kept  him  there  a  short  time,  the  weather  being  such 
that  he  would  not,   as  he  said,  have  sent  out  a  dog  to 
encounter  it ;  and  eventually  he  despatched  a  constable 
with  the   boy  to  St.   Martin's  "Workhouse,    requesting 
the   porter  to  give   him  shelter  for  the   night.      The 
porter  refused  to  admit  him,  alleging   that   "  "Wilson 
street  "  was  not  in  his  district ;  but  Inspector  Macken- 
zie, on  hearing  this,  sent  the  hoy  a  second  time,  with 
an  intimation  that  both  Wilson-street  and  Long-acre 
(where  he  had  been  found  destitute)  were  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Martin,  and  the  case  was  one  which  ought  to  have 
their  attention.     On  this  occasion,  however,  the  porter 
declined  to  open  the   door  even,   and,  speaking  to  the 
constable  through  the  iron  grating  in  one  of  the  panels, 
desired  him  to  be  off  and  take  the  boy  hack  again  to 
where  he  found  him.     Under  these   circumstances,  the 
inspector  gave  the  lad  such   shelter  and   food   as   the 
station  afforded  for  the  night,   intending  to  submit  the 
case  to  the  magistrate  the  next  morning.     Mr.  Jardine 
said  it  was  certainly  a  case  for  the  workhouse  rather 
than  the   police,   and   he  would   write   at  once  to  the 
relieving-officer  for  an  explanation    upon  the  subject. 
About  three  hours  afterwards,  Mr.  Kingston,  the  re- 
lieving-officer,  waited  upon   his   Worship,  and   stated 
that  the  boy  was  refused  admission  solely  in  consequence 
of  the  workhouse  being  already  quite  full.     Indeed,  if 
the  boy  had  been  let  in  somebody  else  must  have  been 
turned  out.     There  were  often  60  or  70  more  applica- 
tions for  admission  in  a  single  night  than  they  could 
find  admission  for  ;  and  this  being  so,  what  could  they 
do  ?     Mr.  Jardine  said,  he  might  not  understand  the 
law  so  well  as  Mr.  Kingston,  but  he  conceived  that  they 
were  bound  to  find  accommodation  for  the  casual  poor 
of  the  district,  even  if  they  hired  it,  and  charged  the  ex- 
pense to  the  rate-payers.     Mr.  Kingston  observed  that 
if  70   were   provided    with   lodging    in   this  way  one 
night,  there  would  he  double  the  number  of  applicants 
the  next  night,  and  where  would  the  system  stop  ?  The 
plain  fact  was,  that  by  far  the  majority  of  applicants 
were  thieves  and  prostitutes,  who  found  that  the  accom- 
modation provided  at  St.  Martin's  was  better  than  that 
of  other  workhouses,  and  better  than  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  getting  at  4d.  per  night  (as  the  people  them- 
selves  openly  boasted  to   each   other)   at  the  common 
lodging-houses.    The  workhouse  servants  had  difficulties 
to  contend  with  which  no   one,  without  experience  of 
the  matter,  could  rightly  estimate.     Mr.   Jardine  was 
quite  prepared  to  admit  this,  and  he  at  the  same  time 
acknowledged  the  injustice  of  allowing  the  workhouse 
to  be  turned  into  a  lodginghouse  for  the  class  of  persons 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Kingston  ;  hut  the  present  was  not 
a  case  of  the  kind,  and  it  was  strange  indeed  if  a  corner 
could  not  be  found  for  the  poor  boy  who  was  twice  sent 
to  the  house  by  the  police,  and  twice  refused  admission. 
He  (Mr.  Jardine)  considered  that  in  all  cases  which  had 
the  recommendation  of  the  police  admission  ought  to  be 
granted.     Mr.  Kingston  stated  that  he  was  not  present 
on  the   night  in    question,   or   the  result   might   have 
been  different.     He  would  take  the  boy  for  the  present, 
however,  and   see  what  could  be  done  for  him.     His 
Worship     having     expressed     himself    satisfied,     Mr. 
Kingston  took  the  hoy  away  with  him. 

An  atrocious  •  Outrage  has  been  perpetrated  in  the 
little  village  of  Conisborough,  near  Doncaster.  The 
premises  known  as  Conisborough  Mills  are  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Booth  and  Sons,  hook  and  sickle  manufacturers. 
Mr.  Booth,  sen.,  and  his  wife  reside  in  a  house  near 
these  premises.  At  about  three  o'clock  on  Saturday 
morning,  the  3rd  inst.,  they  were  suddenly  aroused  by 
a  crashing  noise  at  the  bedroom  window.  Mr.  Booth 
immediately  sprang  out  of  bed,  when  he  saw  the  bed- 
room window  broken,  a  ladder  broken  against  it,  and  a 
bottle  with  a  lighted  fusee  attached  to  it  lying  on  the 
floor.  Suspecting  that  it  was  an  explosive  machine,  he 
seized  his  wife  and  rushed  with  her  towards  the  door, 
when  a  violent  explosion  took  place,  and  the  room  was 
instantly  filled  with  smoke  and  a  powerful  odour  of 
sulphur;  at  the  same  time  the  bed-furniture  and  some 
wearing  apparel  burst  into  flames.  Fortunately  neither 
Mr.  nor  Mrs.  Booth,  both  of  whom  are  elderly  people, 
was  hurt,  and  as  soon  as  the  smoke  had  cleared  off  they 
applied  themselves  to  the  extinguishing  of  the  flames, 
in  which  they  ultimately  succeeded.     The  noise  of  the 
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explosion  ha.il  alarmed  other  persons  in  the  village,  who 
promptly  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  terrified  inmates, 
but  no  traces  of  the  perpetrator  of  the  diabolical  and 
cowardly  outrage  could  be  found.  On  examining  the 
house  it  was  discovered  that  the  ceiling  of  the  apart- 
ment in  which  the  explosion  took  place  was  elevated 
two  or  three  inches  above  its  former  position,  as  was 
also  the  ceiling  of  an.  adjacent  closet;  one  of  the  walls 
was  cracked,  the  bed-room  door  by  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Booth  were  attempting  to  escape  was  forced  three 
inches  out  of  its  position,  and  the  walls  were  deeply 
indented  with  the  fragments  of  the  stone  bottle  in  which 
the  explosive  matter  had  been  confined ;  several  tiles 
were  also  blown  off  the  roof.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine 
in  what  motive  this  dastardly  deed  has  had  its  origin, 
for  the  workmen  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Booth  have 
had  a  regular  engagement  at  full  wages,  and  their  earn- 
ings have  always  been  punctually  paid  ;  moreover,  Mr. 
Booth  and  his  family  are  respected  throughout  the 
village.  It  is  stated  that  two  of  their  hands  were  mis- 
sing on  the  night  of  the  outrage  ;  Mr.  Booth  himself 
distinctly  heard  the  footsteps  of  some  one  running 
away  just  previously  to  the  explosion  taking  place,  but 
no  footmarks,  nor  anything  else  to  lead  to  the  identifi- 
cation of  th»  guilty  persons,  have  yet  been  discovered. 
A  reward  of  120/.  has  been  offered — namely,  501.  by 
Mr.  Booth,  501.  by  the  Conisboroueh  Association  for 
the  Prosecution  of  Felons,  and  201.  by  the  Sheffield 
Trade  Protection  Society,  for  the  detection  and  con- 
viction of  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime. 

Mr.  11.  Philip,  lately  provost  of  Leith,  was  tried  on 
the  3rd  inst.  before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  Edin- 
burgh, charged  with  Indecent  Practices  towards  girls 
under  or  about  the  ago  of  puberty,  as  also  assault.  The 
ex-Provost,  who  is  a  widower,  aged  sixty-five,  has  long 
been  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Leith  and  was  re- 
puted to  be  a  man  of  considerable  wealth.  Since  his 
appointment  to  the  provostship,  and  previously,  he  had 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  benevolent  and  religious 
enterprises  of  the  community  of  Leith.  He  had  held 
the  office  of  nrovost  for  four  consecutive  years.  The 
indictment  set  forth  that  on  the  26th  of  September, 
1855,  in  the  pannel's  office,  Old  Church  wharf,  Leith, 
he  committed  the  offence  stated  on  the  persons  of  two 
girls,  in  presence  of  the  other  in  each  case,  one  of  them, 
named  M'Kenzie,  being  ten  ;  the  other,  named  Smith, 
being  twelve  years  of  age.  Both  were  the  daughters  of 
working  men.  The  proceedings  occupied  the  court 
from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  nine  o'clock  at 
night.  The  jury,  after  an  absence  of  three-quarters  of 
an  hour,  returned  with  a  verdict  of  Guilty.  The  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  in  passing  sentence,  said,  the  very  cir- 
cumstances which  ought  hereto  have  produced  restraint 
of  any  inordinate  and  strange  desires  which  might  come 
across  a  man,  only  aggravated  his  guilt.  Looking  to 
the  practice  of  the  Court  in  regard  to  such  sentences, 
and  looking  to  the  sentence  pronounced  that  day  in  the 
case  of  a  youth  found  guilty  of  libidinous  practices  even 
on  one  child,  the  Court  had  no  other  course  left  than  to 
pronounce  in  the  case  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  the 
sentence  of  fifteen  years'  transportation.  The  case  to 
■which  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  referred  in  passing  sen- 
tence was  that  of  J.  Samuel,  a  private  of  the  Edinburgh 
County  Militia,  aged  only  seventeen  pears,  who,  having 
pleaded  guilty  of  assault  on  a  girl  of  six  years  of  age, 
was  sentenced  to  transportation  for  fifteen  years. 

The  attempt  to  create  Sunday  Disturbances  in  Hyde 
Park  have  been  continued  during  this  month.  On  the 
4th  instant  there  was  an  immense  and  disgracefully  riotous 
mob,  excited  to  violence  by  orators  belonging  to  a  society 
calling  themselves  the  Working  Men's  Provision  League, 
and  several  persons  were  pelted  and  grossly  mal-treated. 
Some  of  the  rioters  were  captured,  and  fined  next  day 
by  the  police  magistrates.  On  the  11th  vigorous  mea- 
sures had  been  adopted  to  keep  the  peace.  The  crowd 
was  as  great  as  ever ;  but  the  numbers  and  dispositions 
of  the  police  put  down  every  attempt  to  get  up  a  riot. 
On  the  18th  no  such  attempt  was  made,  and  the  day 
passed  off  quietly. 

Among  the  cases  which  daily  occur  in  the  police- 
courts  of  Cruel  Treatment  of  Wives  by  their  Husbands, 
the  following  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  anxiety 
shown  by  the  poor  victims  to  screen  their  husbands  from 


punishment.  James  Hall  was  brought  before  the 
Southwark  police-court  on  the  6th  instant,  charged  with 
committing  a  ruffianly  assault  on  his  wife.  The  woman 
who  exhibited  several  bruises  on  the  forehead,  ascended 
the  witness-box,  and  with  great  reluctance  gave  the 
following  evidence,  the  prisoner  all  the  time  looking  at 
her  in  a 'threatening  manner.  She  said  she  had  no  wish 
to  press  the  charge  against  him,  as  he  was  generally  a 
good. husband,  arid  never  ill-used  her  before  the  previous 
night.  The  constable  who  took  him  in  charge  said,  that 
when  they  arrived  at  the  station-house  she  said  he  had 
illused  her  almost  every  day  since  they  were  married. 
Complainant :  I  did  not  mean  to  say  so.  He  did  not  hurt 
me  last  night,  and  what  he  did  was  owing  to  my  own 
conduct.  Mr.  Combe  :  Is  there  anybody  present  who 
witnessed  the  assault,  as  it  seems  perfectly  clear  to  me 
that  this  brutal  fellow  has  been  threatening  his  wife 
with  vengeance  if  she  speak  the  truth  against  him  ? 
Mr.  Gillies,  a  linen-draper  in  St.  George's-road,  stepped 
forward  and  said,  that  on  the  previous  night  he  was 
transacting  some  business  in  Bermondsey-street,  when 
he  saw  the  prisoner,  without  the  slightest  provocation, 
attack  his  wife  and  knock  her  down  like  a  bullock. 
While  she  was  on  the  ground  he  pulled  her  off  the 
pavement  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  dragging  handfuls  of 
hair  out  at  the  same  time,  causing  the  woman  to  scream 
dreadfully.  He  called  the  assistance  of  a  constable,  and 
they  prevented  the  prisoner  from  committing  further 
brutality  towards  his  wife,  and  then  he  was  given  into 
custody.  Blood  was  flowing  from  her  head  at  the  time. 
Mr.  Combe  (to  the  wife)  :  What  have  you  to  say  to  what 
this  gentleman  says  about  your  husband  ?  Is  that  true  ? 
Complainant  (looking  tremously  at  her  husband):  He  did 
not  hurt  me,  sir  !  and  as  for  mv  hair,  that  was  loose.  I 
don't  want  to  hurt  him.  Please  let  him  go.  Mr. 
Combe  :  How  long  have  you  been  married  ?  Com- 
plainant :  Ten  months,  sir.  Mr.  Combe  :  And  he  has 
ill-used  you  all  the  time  r  Complainant:  Oh  no,  sir  ;  he 
has  not.  Let  him  go,  sir,  for  the  sake  of  the  children. 
Mr.  Combe:  You  say  you  have  only  been  married  to 
him  ten  months.  Whose  children  are  you  talking 
about  ?  Complainant :  My  own  children  by  a  former 
husband  ;  and  we  all  rely  on  him  for  support.  Mr. 
Gillies  here  informed  his  worship  that  the  woman  told 
him  her  husband  had  beaten  her  ever  since  they  had 
been  married,  and  that  she  was  afraid  he  would  murder 
her.  Witness  never  saw  a  man  act  like  a  greater  brute 
towards  a  woman  before.  In  answer  to  the  charge,  the 
prisoner  said  he  had  been  drinking,  and  his  wife  came 
after  him  to  the  public-house.  When  he  came  out 
they  quarrelled,  but  he  had  no  recollection  of  pulling 
her  hair  from  her  head.  He  never  beat  her  before. 
Mr.  Combe  said  he  should  commit  the  prisoner  to 
Wandsworth  |  House  of  Correction  for  three  months 
with  hard  labour.  The  prisoner  seemed  quite  thunder- 
struck at  his  Worship's  decision,  and  was  removed  from 
the  dock  amid  the  cries  of  his  wife. 

On  the  night  of  the  6th  inst.,  a  Daring  and  Artful 
Robbery  was  perpetrated  in  Little  Cannon  -  street, 
Birmingham.  Some  days  before,  Mr.  Brown,  a  watch- 
maker, carrying  on  business  in  Coventry,  was  waited  on 
by  a  stranger,  respectable  in  appearance,  who  ordered 
twenty  gold  watches  to  be  ready  for  him  by  a  given 
day.  The  man  again  called,  and  inquired  if  the  order 
had  been  attendedto.  Being  informed  that  the  watches 
were  ready  for  delivery,  he  assumed  the  appearance  of 
being  in  a  hurry,  and  said  he  could  not  wait  for  them  ; 
but  added  that  if  Mr.  Brown  put  them  in  a  little  box 
and  brought  them  over  to  Birmingham  by  the  six 
o'clock  train  on  the  following  Tuesday  evening,  he  (the 
customer)  should  be  at  the  New-street  Station  on  its 
arrival,  and  would  then  and  there  pay  for  the  watches. 
Mr.  Brown  agreed  to  this,  and  came  to  Birmingham 
according  to  arrangement.  His  customer,  however, 
did  not  keep  the  appointment,  though  Mr.  Brown 
loitered  about  the  station  for  two  or  three  hours. 
Towards  ten  o'clock  he  left  the  station.  Turning  into 
little  Cannon-street  he  was  suddenly  pounced  upon  by 
four  men.  One  of  them  seized  him  round  the  waist; 
another  covered  his  face  with  a  plaister  composed  of 
pitch  and  soot ;  a  third  snatched  from  his  hand  the  box 
containing  the  watches  ;  the  fourth  rifled  his  pockets  of 
what  money  they  possessed  ;  and  having  secured  their 
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booty,  the  ruffians  felled  him  to  the  ground  and  ran  off. 
He  lay  for  a  minute  or  two  in  a  half-insensible  state, 
but  at  last  some  of  the  persons  living  in  the  street, 
attracted  by  his  groans,  came  to  his  assistance.  So 
quietly  had  the  whole  transaction  been  managed  that 
they  had  heard  no  sound  either  of  the  scuffle  or  of  the 
thieves  runr.ing  off.  The  constable  on  the  beat  also 
came  up  soon  afterwards,  and  it  appeared  that  on  going 
his  rounds  ten  minutes  previousl)',  he  observed  four 
men  standing  near  Little  Cannon-street,  though  the 
earliness  of  the  hour  prevented  his  having  any  suspicion 
of  their  intentions.  The  value  of  the  watches  was 
174/.,  and  notes  and  gold  to  the  amount  of  30/.  un- 
fortunately accompanied  them.  Information  having 
been  given  in  the  course  of  the  night  to  Inspector 
Glossop,  he  and  his  detectives  at  once  set  inquiries  on 
foot,  which  resulted  in  the  apprehension  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  morning  of  five  desperate  fellows,  three  of 
whom  were  returned'  convicts  and  ticket-of-leave  men. 
Their  names  are  William  Hodgens,  Samuel  Walker, 
John  Wood,  Joseph  Lee,  and  Thomas  Wootton.  In- 
spector Glossop  was  prepared  to  prove  that  they  were 
from  home  during  the  night ;  that  they  were  in  company 
on  Tuesday  evening  in  the  centre  of  the  town  ;  that 
they  resembled  the  men  the  constable  saw  near  the  spot ; 
and  one  or  two  other  circumstances  which  would  have 
been  important  in  case  Mr.  Brown  could  have  identified 
them.  This  he  was  unable  to  do,  however,  and  con- 
sequently they  had  to  be  discharged  by  the  magistrate, 
when  brought  up,  on  remand,  on  Friday  last.  As  Mr. 
Brown  has  since  heard  nothing  of  his  customer,  the 
presumption  is  that  the  whole  was  a  cleverly  planned 
scheme  for  robbing  him.  He  had  doubtless  been 
watched  and  followed  about  during  the  whole  evening. 

A  poor  woman  applied  to  the  Southwark  police 
magistrate,  on  the  7th  inst.,  to  complain  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Land  Transport  Office.  She  stated  that  about 
nine  months  ago  her  husband  joined  the  Land  Transport 
Corps  in  London,  and  prior  to  his  enlistment  the  captain 
told  him  his  wife  would  be  provided  for  out  of  his  pay. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  was  sent  to  the  Crimea,  and  although 
she  was  told  that  she  was  to  receive  a  guinea  a-week  from 
her  husband,  she  had  never  received  a  farthing.  She  had 
been  to  the  recruiting  office  and  to  the  pay-office,  but 
could  get  no  money  at  either  place,  and  now  she  was 
starving.  She  added  that  she  wrote  to  her  husband 
every  month,  but  he  never  received  her  letters  com- 
plaining of  the  want  of  money.  She  received  his  letters 
regularly,  and  he  believed  she  was  living  in  comparative 
comfort.  Mr.  Combe  said  he  was  very  sorry  for  her, 
but  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  assist  her.  He  should 
advise  her  to  apply  by  letter  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
who,  no  doubt,  would  investigate  the  matter.  The  ap- 
plicant thanked  his  Worship  for  his  advice,  and  assured 
him  that  she  would  immediately  write  to  the  Secretary 
at  War  ;  but  she  expected  that  her  condition  would  not 
be  much  improved,  as  she  had  frequently  applied  to  the 
other  authorities  connected  with  the  Land  Transport 
Corps. 

Robert  Martinson,  the  cashier  of  the  Neweastle-on- 
Tyne  Bank,  who  absconded  after  Stealing  nearly  5000/., 
was  apprehended  on  the  7th  inst.,  at  Southampton,  on 
board  the  United  States  mail-steamer  Washington,  just 
as  she  was  about  to  leave  that  port  for  New  York.  He 
had  been  advertised  for,  and  100  guineas  reward  offered 
for  his  apprehension,  and  a  detective  officer  had  been  in 
Southampton  for  some  time  on  the  look-out  for  him. 
Mr.  Hillier,  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Croskey  and  Co.,  agents 
for  the  Washington  steamer,  recognised  him  amongst 
the  other  passengers  onboard  the  Washington,  and  gave 
him  into  custody  of  the  detective.  The  delinquent  cashier 
had  been  living  at  an  inn  in  the  town  pretty  freely.  In 
the  morning,  two  or  three  hours  before  the  Washington 
sailed,  he  gave  the  landlord  of  the  inn  two  100/.  Bank 
of  England  notes  to  get  changed.  The  latter  took  them 
to  a  bank  in  the  town,  where  some  demur  was  made  as 
to  giving  change  for  them.  The  presenter  of  the  notes 
stated  that  they  belonged  to  a  gentleman  who  had  put 
up  at  his  house.  This  caused  the  banker  to  decline 
changing  them,  unless  that  gentleman  could  give  a 
reference.  When  the  landlord  returned  to  his  house, 
he  found  that  the  owner  of  the  notes  had  gone  on  board 
the  Washington  to  arrange  about  Lis  berth,   and   he 


then  thought  that  he  would  take  the  notes  to  Messrs. 
Croskey  and  Co.,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  change  for 
them  there.  Mr.  Hillier,  the  clerk  in  the  office,  hearing 
the  landlord  mention  the  circumstance  about  the  notes, 
and  having  read  the  advertisement  about  Martinson, 
went  on  board,  saw  him,  and  also  saw  that  he  answered 
the  description  given  in  the  advertisement,  and  he  then 
very  quietly  put  himself  in  communication  with  the 
detective,  and  gave  the  delinquent  into  custody.  Iu 
less  than  an  hour  afterwards  the  latteruwas  on  his  way 
to  London  instead  of  to  New  York. 

A  Murderous  Agrarian  Outrage  has  taken  place  in  the 
King's  Count)'.  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  of  Moorock  Lodge, 
near  Ballycumber,  acting  as  agent  for  Captain  Hum- 
phrey, hael  been  compelled  to  eject  a  tenant  from  a  bit 
of  land  by  process  of  law.  Mr.  Ramsbottom  was  re- 
turning home  in  the  afternoon  after  obtaining  possession 
of  the  land,  his  clerk,  Mr.  Beecham,  walking  by  his 
side  :  two  villains  fired  at  them  from  behind  a  hedge  ; 
Mr.  Beecham  was  nearest  to  the  assailants,  and  received 
both  the  charges  of  their  guns — a  bullet  passed  through 
his  neck,  and  a  number  of  slugs  lodged  in  his  mouth, 
arm,  and  other  parts  of  his  body.  The  constabulary 
arrested  five  men  on  suspicion  the  same  evening ;  but 
the  magistrates  felt  bountl  to  liberate  them  the  next 
day.     Mr.  Beecham  is  stated  to  be  recovering. 

A  most  daring  Burglary  was  committed  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  instant  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Hamp- 
shire, a  respectable  tradesman,  residing  at  Tingle 
Bridge,  near  Barnsley.  The  robbers,  five  in  number, 
effected  an  entrance  at  the  kitchen  door,  with  an  instru- 
ment which  cut  a  hole  in  the  door,  by  means  of  which 
the  door  was  unbolteel.  The  robbers  proceeded  to  the 
bedroom  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hampshire,  and  threatened 
to  murder  them  if  they  made  an)'  alarm.  Mr.  Hamp- 
shire was  covered  with  the  clothes,  and  almost 
smothereel ;  while  an  instrument  was  placed  round 
Mrs.  Hampshire's  neck,  resembling,  as  she  thought,  a 
piece  of  hoop  iron,  which  a  man  held  at  both  ends,  almost 
strangling  her.  Mrs.  Hampshire  presented  a  very  dis- 
figured appearance,  her  neck  being  very  black,  and  her 
eyes  protruding  from  the'fearful  injury  she  had  received. 
Meantime  the  other  villains  were  ransacking  the  house 
for  money,  and  about  30/.  fell  into  their  hands.  They 
all  had  their  faces  covered  with  black  crape,  or  marks 
of  some  description,  so  that  their  features  could  not  be 
discerned.  The  entrance  was  effected  about  half-past 
one  o'clock,  and  they  departed  about  two,  saying  they 
would  go  down  stairs  and  have  some  refreshment,  telling 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hampshire  that  it  would  be  at  the  peril 
of  their  lives  if  they  maele  any  alarm.  However,  the 
burglars  did  not  make  any  long  stay,  but  hastened 
away.  Mr.  Hampshire  is  a  grocer  and  Hour-dealer, 
and  the  thieves,  in  addition  to  the  money,  took  a  quan- 
tity of  tobacco,  cheese,  sugar,  and  other  articles.  The 
door  of  a  cottage  house,  under  the  same  roof,  was 
securely  fastened  by  the  robbers  before  Tentering  Mr. 
Hampshire's,  so  that  he  might  not  receive  any  assist- 
ancee  from  his  neighbour. 

A  curious  case  of  Mistaken  Identity  has  occurred  in 
the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  at  Edinburgh.  Alexander 
Watt,  a  young  man,  clerk  to  a  solicitor,  was  placed  at 
the  bar  charged  with  forgery  of  a  check  for  35/.  upon 
the  Edinburgh  Commercial  Bank,  and  with  utter- 
ing it  and  receiving  payment  from  the  Clydesdale  Bank 
there.  His  employer,  Mr.  John  Murray,  whose  name 
was  endorsed  on  the  check  as  the  payee,  declared  his 
signature  a  forgery,  and  the  name  of  the  granter, 
William  Robb,  appeared  to  be  a  fictitious  one,  the 
Commercial  Bank  having  no  account  with  any  person 
of  that  name.  The  check-clerk  and  the  teller  at  the 
Clydesdale  Bank  spoke  positively  to  Watt  having  pre- 
sented and  forged  the  check  about  one  o'clock  on  the 
14th  of  September,  and  received  payment.  Witnesses 
for  the  defence,  however,  testified  to  Watt  being  en- 
gaged in  business  in  another  part  of  the  town  at  that 
time ;  and  two  gentlemen  who  knew  Watt  intimately, 
deposed  to  having  seen  a  person  pass  them  in  the  street 
while  Watt  was  understood  to  be  in  gaol,  but  whom 
they  erroneously  took  to  be  him.  One  of  these  gentle- 
men, Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  the  Scottish  bar,  had 
employed  Watt  as  his  clerk  for  a  year,  anel  had  a  high 
opinion  of  him.     One  day  early  in  October,  he  saw  two 
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individuals  talking  in  St.  Andrew-square,  one  of  whom 
he  took  to  be  his  former  clerk,  and  went  forward  to 
speak  to  him.  On  approaching  him  the  resemblance 
increased,  and  he  felt  certain  it  was  Watt;  but,  as  he 
was  about  to  address  him,  the  person  turned  round 
slightly,  and  he  saw  he  was  quite  mistaken.  Witness 
was  very  much  struck  with  the  resemblance  in  figure  as 
well  as  in  dress.  The  character  of  the  prisoner  was 
borne  high  testimony  to  as  steady  and  trustworthy,  as 
well  as  temperate  and  industrious.  On  the  evidence 
being  concluded,  the  Lord-Advocate  said  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  this  was  a  case  of  mistaken  identity  of  a 
very  remarkable  character,  and  he  regretted  that  in  in- 
vestigating the  forgery  which  had  undoubtedly  been 
committed,  Mr.  Watt  should  have,  from  an  unfortunate 
coincidence  of  circumstances,  been  placed  in  this  painful 
situation.  Being  convinced  that  this  charge  proceeded 
from  error,  the  jury  would  acquit  the  prisoner.  Under 
direction  of  the  court  the  jury  found  Watt  "  Not 
guilty,"  and  he  was  liberated  amid  the  applause  of  a 
crowded  assemblage. 

The  tradesmen  of  Southampton  have  been  extensively 
victimised  by  an  Accomplished  Swindler.  Among  the 
passengers  by  the  Brunswick  steamer  from  Plymouth 
to  Southampton  last  June  was  a  Mr.  Arlington,'  a 
foreigner,  who  spoke  English.  iBefore  he  landed  he 
made  inquiries  about  the  hotels  of  the  latter  place,  and 
he  was  recommended  to  put  up  at  the  Pier  Hotel.  He 
was  remarkably  affable  and  punctilious  in  paying  his 
bill,  which  he  always  insisted  on  doing  daily  at  mid-day, 
although  he  had  sufficient  luggage  to  ensure  a  longer 
credit.  After  some  time  he  expressed  to  Mr.  Curtis, 
host  of  the  Pier  Hotel,  his  perfect  satisfaction  at  the 
accommodation  that  had  been  afforded  him,  and  stated 
that  for  economy's  sake  he  had  taken  private  lodgings 
at  Woolston,  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  from  whence 
he  afterwards  removed  to  Bernard-street,  near  the 
raillway  terminus.  Here  he  resided  until  very  lately. 
He  has  for  months  been  seen  living  in  Southampton  in 
good  style,  riding  the  best  horses  and  driving  the  best 
carriages  to  be  found  at  the  livery  stables  in  the  town. 
Often  during  the  day  he  used  to  lounge  in  the  shops  of 
the  principal  tradesmen,  ^giving  orders  and  smoking 
cigars.  He  seemed  to  take  quite  a  fancy  to  Mr.  Curtis, 
of  the  Pier  Hotel,  and  frequently  visited  him,  to  smoke 
cigars  and  drink  wine  in  his  coffee-room.  He  was  a 
capital  judge  of  cigars  and  wine,  and  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  superior  qualities  of  those  articles  which 
he  obtained  at  the  hotel.  At  first  he;  paid  for  every- 
thing he  had,  but  after  a  time  he  ran  up  a  bill  of  about 
\Ql.  When  he  bought  a  horse  he  always  came  to  Mr. 
Curtis  for  his  opinion  on  hisj  purchase.  At  length  he 
stated  that  he  had  taken  a  cottage  in  the  New  forest, 
where  he  was  going  to  rusticate,  and  he  ordered  a  large 
quantity  of  wines,  spirits,  and  cigars  to  stock  his  cottage 
wine-bins  and  spirit  stores.  The  wine,  spirits,  and  cigars 
were  all  packed  and  ready  to  be  sent  out  at  a  moment's 
notice.  Their  departure  was  delayed,  however,  on 
account  of  the  delay  of  the  workmen;  in  getting  the 
cottage  ready.  Mr.  Curtis  also  had  an  order  to  provide 
a  dinner  for  house-warming  as  soon  as  the  cottage  was 
ready.  About  twenty  persons  were  to  be  of  the  dinner 
party.  Mr.  Curtis  drew  out  a  bill  of  fare,  and  arranged 
the  garniture  of  the  dinner  tables  on  paper.  It  was  to 
be  a  splendid  affair.  It  was  arranged  that  the  hotel 
keeper  was  to  go  with  his  cook  into  the  New  Forest  to 
superintend  the  getting  up  of  the  dinner.  The  cottage 
poultry-yard  was  extensive,  and  Mr.  Curtis  had  agreed, 
at  the  special  request  of  his  patron,  to  take  all  the 
poultry  reared  by  the  latter,  for  his  hotel,  at  the  market 
price.  A  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Curtis  had  promised  to  let 
Mr.  Arlington  have  a  newspaper,  of  a  certain  date,  to 
read,  and  failed  to  do  so.  The  next  day  the  former  took 
the  paper  to  Bernard-street,  intending  to  apologise  for 
the  delay,  but  Mr.  Arlington  was  most  indignant ;  he 
would  neither  take  the  paper  nor  listen  to  the  apology. 
He  was  a  man  of  his  word,  he  said,  and  he  would  not 
suffer  any  one  to  be  otherwise  with  whom  he  dealt. 
The  scorn  of  the  gentleman  rather  provoked  the  land- 
lord, and  he  left  in  dudgeon.  Mr.  Arlington  rather 
relented,  and  called  after  him  and  said,  that  as  Mr. 
Curtis  had  brought  the  paper  he  would  take  it.  The 
landlord  now  had  his  revenge,  and  replied,  "No,  sir; 


you  would  not  have  the  paper — you  are  a  man  of  your 
word,  and  now  you  shall  not  have  the  paper."  Mr. 
Arlington  was  pleased  with  the  wit  and  spirit  of  the 
landlord  ;  and  in  a  week  afterwards  he  called  again  at 
the  hotel,  apologised  for  his  own  quick  temper,  and 
rallied  Curtis  on  his.  He  then,  as  usual,  smoked  cigars 
and  drank  a  bottle  of  wine,  talked  confidentially  with 
the  landlord  about  money  matters,  stated  that  he  had 
purchased  shares  in  the  Hampshire  Bank,  that  he  had 
lent  500/.  on  a  life  policy  to  set  up  a.  young  tradesman 
in  the  town,  offered  Mr.  Curtis  a  100/.  or  so,  as  he  was 
a  young  beginner,  and  left  him  with  a  cordial  grasp  of 
the  hands  and  borrowed  of  him  ten  guineas  until  his 
government  dividends  became  due.  Soon  after  this, 
Mr.  Curtis  had]  business  to  Winchester,  and  returning 
from  thence  in  a  chaise,  he  stopped  [at  Ottorbourne,  to 
bait  his  horse.  There  he  met  Mr.  Arlington  with  a  dis- 
reputable female.  Thinking  that  that  gentleman  was 
in  the  New  Forest  superintending  the  preparation  of 
his  cottage,  he  was  rather  surprised  to  find  him  at 
Otterbourne,  and  in  such  company  too;  and  now  for  the 
first  time  it  struck  him  that  all  was  not  right.  He 
began  to  institute  some  inqxiiries,  and  soon  found  that 
his  patron's  statement  of  having  bought  horses  of  a 
livery-stable  keeper  was  not  true,  and  that  he  had  only 
hired  them.  He  next  drove  into  ;the  New  Forest,  and 
ascertained  that  the  cottage  was  still  to  let,  and  he 
began  to  reflect  that  each  time  he  had  been  invited  into 
the  forest  to  see  the  cottage  and  to  shoot  was  on 
foreign  packet  days,  when  he  could  not  possibly  get 
away.  He  at  once  went  to  the  person  in  Bernard- 
street  where  Mr.  Arlington  lodged,  revealed  his  sus- 
picions, and  made  arrangements  to  become  acquainted 
with  any  preparations  for  the  removal  of  the  ^foreign 
gentleman  from  the  town,  and  had  resolved  to  act 
promptly  and  determinedly  by  forcibly  stopping  his 
exit.  Unfortunately  the  bird  flitted  one  midnight  with- 
out his  being  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  he  was 
cheated.  The  livery-stable  keeper  was  also  cheated  of 
about  501.  for  hire  of  horses  and  carriages  ;  and  some  of 
the  shrewdest  tradesmen  in  the  town  were  victimised 
very  considerably.  Mr.  Curtis,  as  soon  as  he  heard  his 
friend  had  bolted,  rushed  to  London  after  him,  but 
could  not  trace  him.  He  and  his  fellow  victims  have 
laid  their  case  before  the  Southampton  magistrates, 
who  of  course  could  afford  them  no  redress.  Mr.  Arling- 
ton is  very  short,  about  35  years  of  age,  wears  black 
whiskers,  and  is  not  very  gentlemanly  looking.  He 
wore  generally  a  low-crowned  hat.  His  appearance 
would  betoken  him  to  be  a  German,  though  he  spoke 
English  with  a  French  accent.  Considering  the  time, 
viz.,  five  months,  he  has  been  in  Southampton,  living  on 
his  wits,  and  the  reputed  shrewdness  of  his  victims, 
he  must  be  considered  a  very  finished  pupil  of  his 
school. 

A  case  came  before  the  Southwark  magistrate,  on  the 
14th  inst.,  Curiously  Illustrative  of  the  Trade  with 
Russia  carried  on  through  Prussia.  A  labourer  was 
charged  with  stealing  a  quantity  of  Russian  tallow  from 
Mark  Brown's  wharf  in  the  city.  The  magistrate  asked 
whom  the  tallow  belonged  to  ?  One  of  the  owners  of 
Mark  Brown's  wharf  said  that  the  tallow  had  just 
arrived  from  Russia,  consigned  to  an  English  firm ;  and 
it  was  unloading  at  this  wharf,  to  be  bonded  for  the 
owners.  The  tallow  came  over  in  casks ;  and  on  the 
previous  afternoon  witness  perceived  the  head  of  one 
broken  out,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ihe  tallow  taken 
out.  The  prisoner  worked  on  the  wharf,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  the  tallow  produced  came  out  of  that  cask. 
Mr.  Combe  :  "  You  say  this  is  Russian  tallow,  and  un- 
loading from  a  vessel  just  arrived;  how  is  it  that  you 
have  Russian  tallow  from  that  country,  when  we  are  at 
war?"  Wharfinger:  "Easy  enough,  sir.  We  have 
large  dealings  with  Russia  although  we  are  at  war,  and 
our  money  is  extensively  received  in  return.  Nearly 
all  our  tallow  comes  from  Russia."  Mr.  Combe  :  "  How 
does  it  come  from  Russia,  when  all  her  ports  are 
blockaded  and  the  war  is  proceeding  ?  "  Witness  :  "  It 
comes  through  Prussia,  your  Worship.  The  tallow  in 
question  came  from  Memel  in  a  Butch  vessel."  Mr. 
Combe  :  "  What  part  of  Russia  does  this  tallow  come 
from  ?  "  Wharfinger  :  "  From  St.  Petersburg.  It  is 
there  sold  by  the  merchants  on  English  accouiu  to  the 
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care  of  a  Prussian  firm,  who  convey  it  through  Russia 
and  Prussia  to  Memcl,  where  it  is  publicly  shipped  to 
England.  Not  only  tallow  comes  into  the  market 
largely  from  Russia,  but  hemp,  flax,  and  dyewoods.  We 
are  constantly  receiving  those  sort  of  goods  :  but  tallow 
is  declining,  so  much  so  that  the  prices  arc  much  higher, 
having  risen  to  73s.  the  hundredweight."  The  thief 
was  sentenced  to  two  months'  imprisonment. 

The   Rev.   l)r.   John   Vaughan,   incumbent    of    St. 
Matthew's  Church,  Brixton,  appeared  by  counsel  at  the 
Lambeth  Police-office,  on   the  12th  and  lGth  inst.,  to 
answer  a  summons  at  the  instance  of  the  churchwardens, 
who  alleged  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  Falsifying 
the  Registers  for  his  axon  Personal  Benefit.      From  the 
statement  which  had  been  made  on   applying  for  the 
summons,  it  appeared  that  the  rev.  doctor  had  been  in 
the    habit    of  keeping   the   registers   of    burials    that 
occurred  in  the  district  of  which  he  is  the  incumbent, 
and  that  it  was  his  practice  to  bury  persons  who  had 
resided  out  of  the  district  in  the  burial-ground  of  the 
church,  charging  double  fees  for  them,  whereas  for  the 
parishoners  who   died  only   single   fees  were  charged. 
These  double  lees  had  been  taker,  in  many  cases,  and 
the  registers  had  been  falsified  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  incumbent  to  place  the  difference  in  his  own 
pocket,  instead  of  accounting  for  it,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,   to  the  churchwardens.      It  was    further  stated 
that  in  the  cases  charged  against  him  the  rev.  gentle- 
man had  stated  that  the  person  on  whose  account  he 
had  received  double  fees  had  resided  within  the  district, 
knowing  it  to  bf  false,  and  upon  that  pretence  had  only 
accounted  for  single  fees.     The  first  case  related  to  the 
interment  of  a  person  named  Raven,   the  registry  of 
whose  death  was  proved  by  Mr.  Booth,   the  registrar. 
Mr.  F.  Haydon  said  he  was  an  undertaker  at  Stockwell. 
He  conducted  the  funetal  of  W.  Raven,  who  resided  in 
Stoekwell-grove,  in  the  district  of  Kermington,  not  in 
that  of  St.  Matthew's,  Brixton.     In  order  to  the  inter- 
ment of  Raven,  he  applied  to  Malby,  the  sexton,  on  the 
evening  previous  to  the  funeral.     Malby  refused  to  take 
the  interment,  unless  witness  saw  Dr.  Vaughan,  as  the 
deceased  lived   out  of  the  district.      On  the   following 
morning  witness  saw  Dr.  Vaughan,  who  at  once  refused 
to  take  it.     "Witness  represented  that  Raven's  friends 
were  very  anxi  us  that  he  should  be  buried  there,  as  a 
child  of  his  h  id  been  buried  there  a  few  weeks  previous. 
Dr.  Vaughan  thtii   consented,    and   witness   paid  him 
double  fees  at  the  doctor's  request,  the  amount  being 
11.  15s.     He  gave  two  sovereigns  to  Dr.  Vaughan,  who 
gave   him   a   receipt   and   five   shillings.       When    Dr. 
Vaughan  handed  h;m  the  receipt  he  said  that  if  any 
person  asked  him  where  the  funeral  came  from  he  was 
to  tell  a  lie,   and  say  Robirt-street  (in  St.  Matthew's 
district).     Cross-examined  :    He  did  not  consider  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  remonstrate  with  Dr.   Vaughan.     The 
rev.  gentleman  said  "  Tell  a  lie,"  and  did  not  at  all 
conceal   his    object.       He  had   destroyed   the   doctor's 
receipt,  it  beinu'  his  custom  to  bum  such   documents  as 
soon  as  his  customers  settled  his  bills.     George  Malby, 
the  sexton  oi  the  district  church  of  St.  Matthew,  Brixton, 
confirmed  this  statement ;    in  cross-examination  he  said 
that  Dr.  Vaughan  had  never  directed  him  to  tell  a  lie 
about  matters  of  business.     The  rev.  gentleman   had 
kindly  given  him  121.  to  pay  a  distress  out  of  his  house. 
Witness  subsequently  brought  an  action  against  him  for 
21.  10.S.,  when  Dr.  Vaughan  pressed  him  for  the  121., 
brought  an  action  against  him  for  the  amount,  and  re- 
covered it  in  the  County  Court.      Witness   had  never 
been  accused  by  Dr.  Vaughan   of  stealing   the   burial 
fees.      In   the   case   of  a  person  named   Harrison,   he 
received  permission  from  Dr.  Vaughan  to  keep  back  Gs., 
in  order  to  return  it  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased.      It 
wss  the  custom  of  the  doctor  in  cases  of  poverty  to  return 
the  fees,  and  this  was  one  of  those  cases.    A  son  and  two 
daughters   of  the   accused  were    then    examined,   and 
strenuously  denied  that  the  directions  to  Haydon  to  tell 
a  lie  about  the  place  fiom  whence  the  funeral  came  bad 
been  uttered,  they  being  present  at  the  interview.     '1  he 
next  case  was  that  of  a  person  named  Begby.     It  was 
stated  that  Begby  died  in  Gtij-'s  Hospital,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Olave's,  Southwark,  and  a  certificate  of  his  death 
was  obtained  preparatory  to  his  burial.     His  burial  was 
at  the  district  church  of  St.  Matthew's  Brixton,  and  the 


certificate  of  such  burial  stated  a  different  place  to  that 
at  which  be  died.  Double  fees  were  paid  for  the  funeral. 
In  a  third  case,  that  of  Ann  Webb,  the  details  were 
similar  to  the  others.  The  magistrate  committed  Dr. 
Vaughan  for  trial,  taking  bail  for  iiis  appearance  ;  two 
sureties  in  500/.  each,  and  the  doctor  himself  in  1000/., 
in  each  case. 

On  the  19th,  George  Malby,  the  sexton  of  St.  Mat- 
thews, appeared  to  answer  a  summons  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Vaughan,  charging  him  with  Perjury.  The  charge 
arose  out  of  Malby's  evidence  in  the  preceding  case. 
On  the  application  of  Malby's  counsel,  the  hearing  of 
this  case  was  postponed. 

A  melancholy  Suicide  has  been  committed  by  Mr. 
C.  Moseley,  a  middle-aged  man,  who  had  been  many 
years  a  clerk  in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Prescott  and  Co. 
He  had  dreamed  that  officers  were  in  pursuit  of  him  for 
forgeries  upon  the  bank,  and,  although  he  subse- 
quently attended  to  his  usual  business  in  that  establish- 
ment, his  dream  (for  which  it  may  be  stated,  there  is  no 
suspicion  whatever  of  any  foundation  in  fact)  had  a 
most  distressing  effect  upon  his  mind,  and  he  frequently 
conversed  about  it.  His  wife  endeavoured  to  reason 
with  him  cheerfully  in  order  to  banish  the  impression, 
but  his  rest  was  again  disturbed  by  a  similar  dream, 
and  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  left  his  bed 
and  hurried  down  stairs.  Mrs.  Moseley,  followed  hiin 
as  soon  as  she  missed  him  from  the  room,  but  he  had 
already  entered  the  kitchen,  and  with  a  carving-knife, 
ripped  open  his  abdomen,  and  actually  cut  off  a  portion 
of  the  bowel  which  protruded  through  the  wound,  and 
in  his  frenzy,  would  have  inflicted  a  still  further  muti- 
lation, had  he  not  been  prevented  by  a  policeman,  who 
was  called  in.  He  was  attended  as  soon  as  possible  by 
medical  men,  and  although  suffering  terribly,  retained 
a  perfect  consciousness,  and  spoke  rationally,  till  nearly 
the  last  moment  of  his  existence.  He  lived  about  three 
hours  after  having  committed  the  act. 

On  the  21st  instant  an  inquest  was  held  at  Bethlehem 
Hospital,  on  the  body  of  William  Campion,  a  criminal 
lunatic,  who  had  committed  Suicide.  He  was  tried  at 
York  in  July  1854,  for  stabbing,  and  acquitted  on  the 
ground  of  insanity.  He  was  a  sailor,  and  a  native  of 
Whitby,  in  Yorkshire.  He  was  admitted  into  the  above 
hospital  on  the  23rd  of  November,  1854,  was  of  a  dissa- 
tisfied and  sometimes  very  violent  disposition,  and  had 
been  treated  as  an  invalid"  ever  since  his  admission  into 
the  institution.  On  the  19th,  in  the  evening,  he  was 
seen  by  one  of  the  attendents  standing  near  a  stove  with 
four  or  five  other  lunatics.  There  was  then  nothing 
peculiar  in  his  manner.  Ten  minutes  afterwards  he 
was  found  hanging  by  his  neck  in  the  water-closet,  he 
having  suspended  himself  by  means  of  his  neckerchief 
and  braces.     The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  insanity. 

The  Dublin  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  has  given  a 
judgment  deciding  that  a  Clergyman  of  the  Established 
Church  can  validly  perform  the  Marriage  Ceremony 
for  himself.  The  case  came  before  the  court  on  a 
special  verdict,  finding  that  the  plaintiff,  Albert  S. 
Beamish,  brought  an  ejectment  on  the  title  against  the 
defendant,  his  uncle,  to  recover  an  extensive  property 
in  the  County  of  Cork,  the  defendant  denying  the  plain- 
tiff's legitimacy,  and  claiming,  therefore,  to  be  the  heir- 
at-law.  The  facts  (admitted~on  both  sides)  were  these  ; 
The  late  Dr.  John  Swayne  Beamish  was  in  his  lifetime 
possessed  of  considerable  estates,  and  dietl  in  1852.  He 
had  several  sons,  and  the  eldest  was  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Swayne  Beamish,  .the  defendant  being  the  next  brother 
of  the  latter.  The  Rev.  S.  S.  Beamish  was  duly  or- 
dained a  clergyman  of  the  united  churches  of  England 
and  Ireland,  and  it  appeared  that  on  the  27th  of  No- 
vember 1831,  being  then  in  holy  orders,  he  went  to  the 
house  of  Anne  Lyons,  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  there 
performed  a  ceremony  of  marriage  between  himself 
and  Isabella  Frazer.  The  form  of  solemnisation  was 
that  set  out  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Mr. 
Beamish  then  declaring  that  he  took  the  said  Isabella 
Frazer  to  be  his  wedded  wife,  she  taking  him  to  be  her 
wedded  husband.  The  wedding  ring  was  then  placed 
upon  her  finger  and  the  blessing  pronounced.  After 
the  ceremony,  it  was  stated  that  the  marriage  was  con- 
summated between  the  parties.  No  clergyman  was 
present  at  the  performance  of  the  ceremony  except  the 
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Rev.  Samuel  Swayne  Beamish  himself,  nor  was  any  one 
present  as  a  witness ;  but  it  was  added  in  the  special 
verdict  that  the  performance  of  the  ceremony  was  seen 
by  Catherine  Coffey,  who,  without  the  privity  of  the 
parties  to  the  marriage,  witnessed  it  from  an  adjoining 
yard,  but  did  not  hear  what  passed.  It  was  further 
stated  that  Isabella  Frazer  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  England.  It  further  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Swayne  Beamish,  who  thus  celebrated  this  marriage, 
died  intestate  on  April  8,  1844,  and  the  plaintiff,  who 
is  now  a  minor,  Henry  Albert  Beamish,  was  his  eldest 
son.  On  these  facts  the  Court  tmanimously  decided 
that  the  marriage  was  valid. 

In  a  complaint  against  the  proprietor  of  the  Philhar- 
monic rooms,  in  Newman-street,  for  allowing  theatrical 
representations  in  a  place  not  duly  licenced,  the  magis- 
trate has  given  a  judgment,  laying  down  the  Law  re- 
specting Theatrical  Licences. — The  statute  6  and  7  Vic, 
which  constitutes  the  Lord  Chamberlain  a  censor  of 
plays  acted  for  hire,  prohibits  the  "  keeping  "  of  any 
house,  or  other  "place  of  public  resort"  for  the  public 
performance  of  stage  plays  without  authority  by  letters 
patent  or  licence  (see  sec.  2),  under  a  penalty  of  20/.  a 
day.  By  sec.  II,  any  person  who  shall  "  for  hire  "  act 
or  suffer  to  be  acted  any  play  "in  any  place,"  not 
patented  or  licensed  as  a  theatre,  is  made  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  10/.  a  day,  and  by  sec.  16,  every  actor  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  acting  for  hire  in  every  case  in  which  any 
money,  or  other  reward  "  shall  be  taken  "  directly  or 
indirectly  for  the  "  admission"  of  any  person  iDto  any 
theatre,  to  see  any  "  stage  play,"  and  also  in  every  case 
in  which  any  stage  play  shall  be  acted  in  any  house, 
room,  or  place  in  which  distilled  or  fermented  exc  st- 
able liquors  shall  be  sold.  It  had  been  proved  that  the 
defendant  suffered  a  stage  play  to  be  acted  in  his  house 
by  amateurs  in  an  apartment  capable  of  containing  800 
persons;  that  800  persons  were  present;  that  the  apart- 
ment usually  devoted  to  concerts  was  fitted  up  with  a 
stage  and  scenery  ;  and  that  both  directly  and  indirectly 
money  was  taken  for  admission  to  the  performance, 
directly  from  two  persons  at  the  door,  and  indirectly  by 
the  distribution  of  tickets  among  the  performers,  who 
were  to  dispose  of  them  as  best  they  could  for  the  benefit 
of  one  of  their  own  body.  The  appointment  of  a  cen- 
sor of  plays  in  the  person  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and 
the  prohibition  of  performance  for  hire  except  in  licensed 
places,  were  intended  as  a  safeguard  for  the  morals  of 
that  numerous  class  of  persons  who  can  gain  admission 
to  a  performance  by  payment,  without  interfering  with 
those  smaller  domestic  audiences  which  are  assembled 
at  an  amateur  play  solely  by  the  favour  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  gratuitous  entertainer,  and  the  character  of 
actor  "  for  hire  "  is  made  to  depend,  not  on  the  question 
whether  the  amateur  or  professional,  or  the  purpose  to 
which  the  money  received  may  be  applied,  but  on  the 
bare  fact  of  the  receipt  of  money,  or  money's  worth, 
for  admission.  Every  person  who  performs  in  a 
theatre  into  which  admission  is  obtained  by  payment 
of  money,  is  by  this  statute  deemed  an  actor  for  hire, 
and  every  person  who  suffers  acting  for  hire  in  an  un- 
licensed place,  is  liable  to  a  penalty.  The  defendant  had 
suffered  such  acting  in  his  unlicensed  place,  and  conse- 
quently had  incurred  the  penalty;  but  as  his  violation 
of  the  law  had  not  been  intentional,  he  was  subjected 
only  to  a  penalty  of  one  shilling. 

The  doings  of  a  Female  Swindler,  calling  herself  Alice 
Gray,  have  excited  curiosity.  Some  weeks  ago  she  was 
brought  before  the  Wolverhampton  police  court  on  a 
charge  of  perjury.  She  had  sworn  that  two  boys  had 
stolen  her  purse  ;  but  being  recognised  as  a  woman  who 
had  performed  a  similar  feat  at  Birmingham,  she  was 
arrested,  and  several  talbotype  likenesses  of  her  were 
taken  from  a  daguerreotype  likeness  in  her  possession, 
and  sent  to  several  towns.  The  consequence  was  the 
arrival  of  letters  identifying  the  women  as  a  systematic 
swindler.  The  earliest  trace  of  her  appears  at  Dublin, 
where,  in  1849,  calling  herself  Armstrong,  she  charged 
a  man  with  robbing  her,  but  failed  ;  and  having  been 
twice  convicted  of  felony  in  Ireland,  she  came  to  Eng- 
land. She  passed  herself  off  in  Yorkshire  and  Derby- 
shire as  a  clergyman's  daughter,  and  lived  in  clover  by 
the  cheat  until  discovered.  She  presented  herself  at 
Canterbury  as  a  Roman  Catholic  persecuted  by  a  Baptist 


father.  At  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Bristol,  Bath,  London, 
she  brought  charges  o'f  robbery  of  her  imaginary  trunks 
and  purses,  against  various  persons  ;  sometimes  causing 
their  conviction,  nearly  always  obtaining  money  from  the 
benevolent.  In  London  she  robbed  a  mistress,  and  after- 
wards pretended  that  her  trunk  had  been  stolen.  Mr. 
Goodman  of  the  Mansion-house,  induced  by  her  pitiful 
stories,  paid  her  passage  to  Ireland.  In  Chester,  in 
October  last,  she  again  brought  charges  of  robbery,  and 
obtained  money  to  pay  her  passage  to  Birmingham. 
Her  aliases  were  many:  in  Dublin,  Armstrong;  in 
Glasgow,  Anastasia  Carter ;  in  Flintshire,  Anastasia 
Huggard  ;  in  London,  Mary  Anne  O'Brien,  and  Jane 
Turean  ;  at  Wolverhampton,  Alice  Grey.  When  she 
was  asked  at  Wolverhampton  whether  she  had  any 
question  to  put  to  the  witnesses,  she  told  the  magis- 
trates to  "  Go  to  hell ;  "  and  conducted  herself  with  the 
utmost  effrontery.  Her  real  birth  and  parentage  are 
doubtful.  It  has  been  stated  that  she  is  the  daughter  of 
humble  parents  at  Limerick,  named  Huggard ;  that  her 
father  is  dead,  and  her  mother,  a  very  honest  woman, 
has  remarried.  Alice  is  really  married  to  a  soldier, 
Brazil,  a  private  in  the  6Sth  regiment.  While  residing 
at  home  she  behaved  well.  Another  story  is,  that  Alice 
Grey  is  Mary  Atkinson,  daughter  of  poor  parents  at 
Kendal,  the  mother  still  living.  There  she  has  com- 
mitted various  frauds.  The  Home  Secretary  lias  directed 
the  release  of  the  last  victims  of  her  perjury — -the  two  boys 
imprisoned  at  Chester;  and  Alice  herself  is  now  in 
Stafford  gaol,  having  been  committed  for  trial  at  the 
assizes. 

Among  other  agrarian  outrages  in  Ireland,  there  has 
been  an  attempt  to  Hang  a  Bailiff.  Alicia  Brennan, 
Mary  Hogan,  Bridget  Hogan,  and  Elizabeth  Dowling, 
were  brought  at  Ballylinan,  the  magistrates  in  Leinster, 
charged  by  Simon  Hatch,  a  bailiff,  with  attempting  to 
hang  him.  Hatch  went  to  give  notice  of  ejectment. 
He  was  surrounded  by  the  women.  In  a  twinkling  the 
noose  of  a  rope  was  slipped  around  his  neck  ;  and  it  was 
chucked  so  as  to  tighten  it,  evidently  with  the  intention 
of  strangulation.  While  struggling  for  his  life,  Betty 
Dowling  pulled  the  legs  from  under  him,  upon  which 
he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  while  in  that  position  efforts 
were  made  to  tighten  the  rope  about  his  neck.  Mary 
Hogan  then  shouted  out,  "  Bring  me  a  stick  till  I  knock 
the  old  vagabond's  brains  out  ;  he'll  be  too  long  dying 
this  way,  the  old  blackguard."  The  next  thing  he  felt 
was  a  succession  of  blows  from  the  loaded  butt-end  of  a 
whip.  All  the  while  Mrs.  Brennan  and  Mary  Hogan 
were  chucking  the  rope  that  was  about  his  neck,  but 
which  he  prevented  from  suffocating  him  by  keeping 
the  noo<-e  from  his  throat  with  his  two  hands.  The 
little  girl,  Biddy  Hogan,  got  frightened  at  the  treatment 
he  received,  and  commenced  screaming  "Murder,  mur- 
der," and  then  unlocked  the  door,  when  Hatch,  by  a 
desperate  exertion,  got  on  his  feet  and  ran  out,  making 
off  from  the  place  with  his  life,  with  the  halter  about 
his  neck.  Mary  Hogan  followed  him,  leathering  him 
with  the  whip  during  a  portion  of  his  retreat.  Their 
worships  liberated  the  little  girl,  and  took  informations 
against  Mrs.  Brennan,  Mary  Hogan,  and  Elizabeth 
Dowling.  The  parties  were  subsequently  admitted  to 
bail. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Conduct  of 
the  Police  at  the  Hyde  Park  Sunday-trading  Meeting 
in  July  last,  has  been  published,  together  with  a  letter 
thereon  from  SirGeorge'Grey  to  Sir  Richard  Mayne.  The 
Commissioners  find  that  Superintendent  Hughes,  with- 
out sufficient  grounds,  ordered  the  Police  to  use  their 
staves,  and  failed  to  control  many  excesses  of  the  men 
under  his  command.  They  also  prefer  distinct  charges 
of  misconduct  against  seven  policemen.  Sir  George 
Grey  directs  Sir  Richard  Mayne  to  reprimand  Mr. 
Hughes,  suspend  or  dismiss  three  out  of  the  seven 
policemen,  as  they  may  think  fit  ;  and  to  prefer  indict- 
ments against  three  others — Sir  Richard  Mayne  is 
slightly  censured,  for  having  caused  sucfi  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  to  be  detained  in  the  small  defective  cells 
at  Vine-street  station  ;  and  Sir  George  Grey  concurs 
with  the  Commissioners  in  declining  to  blame  any  one 
at  the  station  for  refusing  to  take  bail. 

A  most  melancholy  Bant  .'.,  Id  has  happened  at 
Lerwick,  in   Shetland.     George  Irvine,  a  small  farmer 
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and  fisherman,  was  removing  his  effects  from  the  Island 
of  Skerries  to  Whalsey,  where  he  was  to  reside  in  future. 
Three  of  his  sons  (very  promising  young  men)  took  a 
boat  laden  with  household  stuff,  and  embarked  for 
Whalsey.  When  about  halfway  across,  their  tiny  bark 
was  overtaken  by  a  sudden  squall,  which  swamped  the 
boat,  drowning  the  three  young  men  while  in  sight  of 
their  home. 

A  gentleman  has  been  Killed  through  Somnambulism . 
Mr.  Francis  Bailey,  residing  in  Victoria  Road,  Ken- 
sington, who  was  in  the  habit  of  walking  in  his  sleep, 
opened  his  bed  room  window,  got  out,  and  fell  a  depth 
of  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet.  He  was  picked  up  by  a 
police  constable  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  taken  to 
St.  George's  Hospital.  Every  attention  was  paid  him, 
but  he  expired  shortly  after  his  admission. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

Several  Fatal  Railway  Accidents  have  occurred  this 
month.  On  the  6th  inst.,  Mr.  Summerhays,  station- 
master  at  Guildford,  was  superintending  the  work  of 
shunting  a  coal-train  on  to  a  siding,  and  while  thus 
engaged  stood  upon  the  narrow  space  between  the  up 
and  down  lines.  The  view  of  the  pointsman  was  ob- 
structed by  a  break  van  standing  on  the  line,  but, 
hearing  a  noise,  he  said  to  Mr.  Summerhays,  "  I  think 
the  express  is  coming."  The  deceased  replied,  "  Is  it  ?" 
and  moved,  but  the  engine  was  upon  him.  The  buffer 
struck  his  back,  knocking  him  on  the  line,  and  the 
whole  of  the  train  passed  over  him,  cutting  him  in  two. 
He  had  held  the  appointment  of  station-master  at 
Guildford  for  about  twelve  months,  and  had  by  his 
conduct  gained  the  esteem  of  the  inhabitants.  He  has  left 

a  wife  and  seven  children. A  fatal  accident  occurred 

the  same  afternoon  on  the  North  Woolwich  Railway. 
Near  the  Barking-road  station  a  pathway  communicating 
with  Messrs.  Mare's  factory  crosses  the  railway,  and 
here  two  children  were  knocked  down  by  a  train.  The 
elder  child,  between  seven  and  eight  years  of  age,  had 
her  head  smashed  to  pieces,  and  the  body  was  shockingly 
mutilated.  The  younger  was  carried  on  the  line  for 
upwards  of  fifty  yards,  and  although  dreadfully  injured, 
was  taken  up  alive.  No  hope,  however,  is  entertained 
of  its  recovery.     This  makes  the  fifth  or  sixth  accident 

which   has   happened    at    this   spot. A   signal-man 

named  Finch,  in  the  employ  of  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  has  been  killed  outside 
the  New  Bailey  station,  Salford.  Watching  a  passenger 
train  proceeding  in  one  direction,  he  did  not  perceive 
an  engine  approaching  in  another,  when  he  was  knocked 
down  by  the  buffer,  and  then  dragged  by  the  fire-box 
about  a  dozen  yards  to  a  hollow  place  where  it  left  him, 
the  wheels  on  one  side  passing  over  his  feet  and  also 
over  one  arm.     He  died  very  soon  afterwards. 

An  inquest  has  been  held  on  the  body  of  John  Bing- 
ham, an  engine-driver  who  was  Killed  on  the  Croydon 
and  Wimbledon  Bail/way.  A  number  of  railway 
servants,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yolland,  an  Inspector 
of  Railways  under  the  Board  of  Trade,  were  examined. 
No  one  could  account  specifically  for  the  accident ; 
but  it  appeared  most  probable  that  the  driver  was  going 
faster  than  is  prudent  on  a  new  line,  that  his  engine 
began  to  oscillate  at  a  slight  curve,  and  that  this  caused 
the  driving-wheel  to  strike  a  rail  in  a  weak  part ;  the 
rail  broke,  half  of  it  twined  round  the  wheel,  and  the 
train  was  thrown  off'  the  line.  The  time-table  fixed  the 
speed  of  trains  high,  but  drivers  had  been  instructed  not 
to  attend  to  the  table  for  a  period,  but  to  run  "  steadily 
and  cautiously."  This,  like  all  new  lines,  required  a 
good  deal  of  repairing  as  soon  as  traffic  began  :  between 
Mitcham  and  Wimbledon  the  rails  were  very  shaky. 
Colonel  Yolland  had  ordered  a  postponement  of  the 
opening  of  the  line  twice  ;  but  on  account  of  want 
of  signals  and  of  a  siding,  not  because  the  permanent 
way  was  bad.  He  thought  the  speed  at  the  time  of  the 
disaster — twenty-seven  miles  an  hour — too  great ;  on 
a  new  line  it  ought  not  to  exceed  twenty  miles.  The 
Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Accidental  death;"  and 
recommended  that  until  the  road  had  become  more  con- 


solidated the  maximum  speed  should  be  only  twenty 
miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  John  Tremenhere  Johns,  son  of  the  Vicar  of 
Crowan,  Cornwall,  a  commoner  of  Pembroke  College, 
Oxford,  has  been  Drowned  in  the  Isis.  He  and  two 
other  collegians  were  rowing  in  "outriggers"  or 
"canoes" — dangerous  boats,  very  liable  to  upset:  in 
trying  to  turn  his  boat  after  some  "  larking  "  with  one 
of  his  friends,  Mr.  Johns's  boat  upset,  and  he  was 
plunged  into  deep  water.  No  one  was  near  who  could 
swim,  and  an  hour  elapsed  before  the  body  was  got  out. 
A  Coroner's  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Accidental 
death  ;"  and  recommended  to  the  University  authorities 
some  further  precautionary  measures  for  the  rescue  of 
persons  who  fall  into  the  water,  and  for  the  early  appli- 
cation of  means  of  resuscitation  to  those  apparently 
drowned,  by  having  the  house  boat  moveable  instead 
of  moored  in  the  river. 

During  the  Fog  on  the  loth  and  16th  inst.  several 
fatal  accidents  took  place  in  London.  A  man  on  board 
a  lighter  on  the  Thames,  named  Barrow,  got  fogbound 
near  Deptford,  and  thinking  that  he  was  at  the  side  of 
a  raft  of  logs,  stepped  forward  from  his  vessel,  fell  into 
the  river,  and  was  drowned.  A  man  named  Griffin 
missed  his  way,  owing  to  the  thickness  of  the  fog,  and 
fell  a  distance  of  nearly  twenty  feet  into  one  of  the  dry 
docks  of  the  New  Surrey  Canal,  and  was  so  fearfully  hurt 
that  he  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remains 
without  the  least  chance  of  recovery.  A  woman  named 
Woney  was  also  knocked  down  by  a  town  cart.  She 
was  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  died  a  few  minutes  after 
her  admission.  There  were  several  fatal  accidents  in 
the  docks.  In  the  East  India  Dock,  at  Blackwall,  two 
lives  were  lost.  The  first  happened  to  a  dock  labourer, 
who  missed  his  way,  and  walked  off  the  North  Quay 
into  the  water.  The  second  accident  befel  a  young 
man,  fourth  mate  of  the  ship  King  Lear,  loading  at  the 
east  quay  of  the  import  dock  for  Bombay  ;  he  solicited 
the  assistance  of  a  custom-house  officer  named  Ryan, 
to  find  his  ship,  when  they  both  fell  into  the  lock  which 
connects  the  basin  with  the  dock.  The  dockmaster  and 
his  foreman,  who  were  near  the  spot  at  the  time,  groping 
their  way  through  the  dock,  on  hearing  the  splash 
hastened  with  the  life-lines,  and  succeeded  in  rescuing 
the  custom-house  officer,  but  the  mate  of  the  ship  was 
drowned.  In  the  West  India  Docks  on  Thursday 
evening  two  seamen  perished  in  endeavouring  to  get  on 
board  their  ships.  In  the  London  Dock  a  custom-house 
officer  named  Connor  lost  his  life  by  walking  off  the 
Brandy  Quay  into  the  water.  Two  railway  accidents 
also  occurred.  One  happened  to  a  passenger  train  on 
the  South  Western  Railway  which  was  proceeding  from 
Woking  to  London,  when  between  Wimbledon  and 
Kingston,  owing  to  the  fog,' the  engine  driver  was  un- 
able to  see  that  a  luggage  train  was  on  the  line.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  two  trains  came  into  collision, 
and  two  or  three  carriages  were  broken,  but  fortunately 
neither  the;  passengers,  guards,  nor  engine-drivers  re- 
ceived any  injury  beyond  being  severely  shaken  by  the 
concussion.  Another  accident  also  took  place  yester- 
day morning  on  the  same  line,  to  a  plate-layer,  who  was 
at  work.  A  great  many  robberies  took  place  during 
the  fog.  Men,  women,  and  children  were  waylaid  by 
the  thieves  and  'robbed  with  impunity,  it  being  impos- 
sible for  any  police  officer,  even  if  stationed  within  ten 
or  twelve  yards,  to  see  the  thieves. 

A  Gallant  Deed  has  been  done  by  a  young  Cambridge 
undergraduate.  On  the  Oth  inst.,  a  party  of  students 
went  down  the  river  to  Ely,  and,  there  being  a  flood 
and  strong  'current,  it  was  late  when  they  reached  the 
locks  on  their  return,  eight  miles  from  Cambridge.  A 
young  man  named  Clarke  (being  short-sighted,  and  it 
being  dusk)  stepped  into  the  lock,  and  being  unable  to 
swim,  sank  several  times  before  any  one  was  able  to 
assist  him.  At  length  an  undergraduate  of  Sidney 
College,  named  Ellis,  came  up,  and  hearing  from  the 
cries,  &c,  what  had  occurred,  although  unable  to  see 
from  the  darkness,  he  plunged  at  once  into  the  lock, 
though  encumbered  with  his  clothes  and  two  heavy 
coats.  Being  an  expert  swimmer,  after  a  severe 
struggle,  and  when  nearly  exhausted,  he  succeeded  in 
dragging  his  almost  lifeless  companion  to  shore.  Mr. 
Ellis  is  a  native  of  Merionethshire,  and  is  said  to  be  as 
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distinguished  for  high  scholastic  attainments  and  good 
conduct  as  for  intrepidity. 

A  frightful  Accident  occurred  on  the  20th  inst.  on  the 
Hull  and  Selbij  Railway.  Mrs.  Bulding,  wife  of 
William  Bolding,  who  resides  in  a  cottage  closely  ad- 
joining the  railway,  and  between  Hamerton  and  the 
Old  Junction  Station,  had  crossed  the  line  to  hang  out 
some  clothes.  A  train  happened  to  come  up  at  the 
time  she  was  crossing  the  line  for  safety,  when,  owing 
to  the  noise  of  the  train,  and  the  whistle  of  the  engine, 
she  got  confused,  and  did  not  observe  a  luggage  train 
close  upon  her  on  the  other  line  of  rails  until  it  was  too 
late  to  escape.  The  engine  of  the  goods  train  struck 
heron  the  head, just  above  her  nose  and  mouth,  and 
nearly  took  off  one  side  of  her  head.  Her  brains  were 
dashed  out,  and  besprinkled  the  shutter  of  her  own 
house.  Of  course  death  was  instantaneous.  No  blame 
appears  to  have  attached  to  the  driver  of  the  luggage 
train. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  Registrar-General's  Quarterly  Return  of  Births, 
Deaths,  and  Marriages  for  the  last  quarter  exhibits  Ja 
striking  improvement  in  the  general  health  on  the  corre- 
sponding quarter  of  1854.  The  rate  of  mortality  is 
lower  than  it  was  during  the  summer  of  1853  ;  and  in 
some  districts  the  decrease  on  previous  years  has  been 
so  striking  that  the  district  registrars  have  exercised 
their  wits  to  account  for  it.  This  general  result  is  the 
more  satisfactory  when  we  remember  that  "  if  all  the 
deaths  of  British  soldiers  in  the  Crimea  were  added  to 
the  deaths  in  England,  the  number  would  be  less  by 
some  20,000,  than  the  deaths  registered  in  England 
during  the  three  summer  months  of  185-4."  Indeed, 
the  Registrar-General  only  confirms  opinions  long  ago 
expressed,  when  he  says  that  "  more  lives  may  be  saved 
by  sanitary  arrangements  at  home  every  year,  than  have 
ever  perished  abroad  in  the  years  of  our  greatest  losses 
in  war."  The  gross  addition  to  the  population  of 
England  and  Wales  during  the  summer  quarter,  that 
is,  the  number  of  births,  was  154,834  ;  but  from  this  we 
must  deduct  the  number  of  deaths,  87,934,  and  the  total 
of  English  emigrants,  15,530,  giving  a  net  increase  of 
51,370  on  the  quarter.  The  number  of  births  is  slightly 
above  the  average.  Marriages  have  decreased,  espe- 
cially in  the  manufacturing  and  mining  districts,  while 
in  some  manufacturing  districts  they  have  increased; 
yet,  on  the  whole,  there  are  1,935  fewer  than  in  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  1854.  This  result  is  attributable 
partly  to  the  increased  price  of  provisions,  and  in  some 
degree  certainly  to  the  war;  for  although  soldiers  are 
not  marrying  men,  yet  militia  recruits  are  of  just  that 
class  who  furnish  a  contingent  to  the  heavy  total  of  im- 
provident matrimonial  arrangements.  Bat  no  doubt 
the  chief  cause  of  the  decrease  is  the  comparatively  high 
price  of  provisions.  Corn  had  advanced  from  51s.  in 
1853,  to  76s.  6d.  a  quarter  in  1855 ;  an  increase  of  48 
per  cent.  Beef  had  increased  from  od.  to  5gd.  a  pound 
— 15  per  cent.,  and  mutton  in  the  same  proportion. 
On  the  other  hand,  potatoes  had  fallen  in  price  from 
117s.  6d.  in  1853,  to  74s.  a  ton  in  1855 — or  37  per  cent. 
As  the  Registrar-General  remarks,  this  fall  in  the  price 
of  an  article  so  largely  consumed  by  all  classes,  has  no 
doubt  greatly  contributed  to  bring  the  rate  of  mortality 
below  that  of  the  summer  of  1853.  Another  striking 
fact  is,  the  decrease  in  emigration  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  the  summer  quarter  of  1852  no  fewer 
than  109,236  persons  emigrated ;  in  1855  the  number 
has  fallen  to  44,698,  or  nearly  the  number  who  emi- 
grated in  1847.  The  great  cause  of  this  decrease  "of 
mortality  appears  to  be  the  improved  sanitary  condition 
of  the  country.  "The  decrease  of  mortality  in  some 
districts  is  striking,"  says  Major  Graham,  "  and  the 
registrars  in  their  notes  endeavour  to  account  for  this 
evident  fact.  Some  refer  the  improved  health  of  the 
people  to  the  fine  weather ;  others  to  active  employ- 
ment in  the  harvest ;  others  to  the  population,  either 
in  search  of  employment,  or  by  drafting  into  the  militia, 
and  into  the  ranks  of  the  army.  In  the  mining  dis- 
trict  of  Redruth   the    registrar    conceives    that    '  the 


frugality  and  temperance  '  promoted  by  the  high  price 
of  provisions  has  been  salutary  ;  in  other  districts  the 
benefits  of  improved  health  are  connected  with  '  good 
wages  and  plentiful  work  ;  '  in  many  places  the  utility 
of  sanitary  measures  is  admitted.  The  registrar  of 
Pontesbury,  who  has  registered  no  death  for  two 
months,  .' can  assign  no  cause.'  One  registrar  makes 
the  following  statement : — '  The  deaths  are  below  the 
average.  In  the  township  of  Workington,  containing 
a  population  of  6,122,  the  deaths  during  the  last  nine 
years  have  averaged  forty-two  quarterly;  this  quarter 
they  are  twenty-one.  In  the  other  nine  townships,  con- 
taining a  population  of  3,412,  there  have  been  only  four 
deaths.  Some  ascribe  the  decreased  mortality  to  Provi- 
dence:  others  to  improved  sanitary  arrangements.'" 
The  Registrar-General  observes  before  the  last  state- 
ment that  the  "  people  of  this  Kingdom  will  suffer  no 
such  embarrassment  as  the  registrar  of  Workington  has 
recorded  if  this  result  be  realised,  as  they  know  that  all 
effectual  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  human 
race  receive  the  blessing,  because  they  are  the  inspira- 
tions, of  Divine  Providence." 

The  Sales  in  the  Incumbered  Estates  Court  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  term,  show  a  considerable 
advance  in  the  Irish  land  market :  23  and  24  years' 
purchase  on  the  net  rental  have  now  become  quite  ordi- 
nary rates ;  and  lands  in  the  counties  of  Kildare, 
Waterford,  and  Galway,  have  been  sold  at  ratrs  of  from 
26  years'  to  30  years'  purchase.  Hitherto  20  years' 
purchase  was  considered  an  excellent  price  in  Ireland ; 
and  it  was  some  time  before  the  general  run  of  buyers 
could  bring  themselves  to  look  on  that  as  a  secure 
standard  of  the  value  of  Irish  fee  simple  estates,  emerg- 
ing, as  they  were,  from  the  gloomy  period,  when  it  was 
considered  quite  high  enough  to  bid  9,  or  10,  or  at  the 
utmost,  12  years'  purchase  for  the  fee  simple  of  lands 
devastated  by  famine  and  rack  rents.  Nor  are  the  high 
prices  confined  to  the  Incumbered  Estates  Court. 
Competition  for  land  is  carried  on  with  as  much  reck- 
lessness, as  in  the  old  times  among  the  farmers  ;  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  many  of  the  lettings  now  made  on  a 
war  scale  of  corn  prices  will  be  followed  hereafter  by 
insolvency  and  ejectment. 

A  meeting  has  been  held  at  Hardwicke-court,  near 
Gloucester,  the  object  of  which  was  the  Formation  of  a 
Reformatory  Union  for  Criminals.  Among  those  present 
were — Sir  J.  Pakington,  M.P.,  Sir  Thomas  Winnington, 
M.P.,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bracebridge,  the  Rev.  Sidney  Turner, 
&c.  The  meeting  took  place  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  B. 
Baker,  who,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  G.  H.  Bengough, 
established  the  first  of  the  existing  county  institutions 
for  the  reformation  of  juvenile  offenders.  The  discus- 
sion turned  upon  the  best  means  of  reforming  criminals, 
the  proper  mode  of  preliminary  punishment,  and  the 
plan  to  be  adopted  to  secure  those  who  had  been  in- 
mates of  reformatory  institutions  against  a  relapse  into 
crime'when  they  left  them.  The  result  of  the  meeting 
was  the  formation  of  a  provisional  committee  intrusted 
with  the  task  of  organising  a  reformatory  union,  the 
vocation  of  which  would  be  to  consider  and  promote 
the  best  means  of  reforming  criminals,  to  procure  em- 
ployment for  them,  and  to  restore  them  to  society ; 
also,  to  promote  the  practical  training  and  preparation 
of  efficient  teachers  for  reformatory  institutions.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  general  meeting  of  the  society  should  be 
held  in  London  next  May. 

The  anniversary  dinner  of  the  Warehousemen  and 
Clerks'  Schools  Association  was  held  at  the  London 
Tavern  on  the  12th  instant,  Lord  John  Russell  in  the 
chair.  In  proposing  the  "  Army  and  Navy,"  Lord 
John  uttered  a  warm  eulogy  on  their  bravery,  and  still 
more,  their  fortitude.  He  expressed  regret  for  Lord 
Raglan's  loss ;  but  he  found  consolation  in  the  fact, 
that  "  although  Lord  Raglan  is  no  more,  the  example 
of  men  like  him  will  not  be  lost,  but  will  be  preserved 
to  future  generations,  to  show  in  what  a  school  England 
had  brought  up  her  soldiers,  and  what  pupils  Welling- 
ton had  left."  In  proposing  prosperity  to  the  institu- 
tion lie  gave  some  account  of  its  origin.  It  was  projected 
in  1853,  and  within  six  weeks  the  young  men  interested 
had  subscribed  3000/.  towards  its  funds;  and  the  em- 
ployers following  this  good  example,  subscribed  4000/. 
more.     In  a  short  time  the  fund  rose  to  10,000/.;  and 
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now  the  society  has  9000/.  in  the  fund?,  an  income  of 
1000/.  a-year,  and  a  balance  at  the  bank  of  860/.  Fifteen 
children,  have  participated,  in  the  benefits  ot  the  insti- 
tution ;  and  as  ground  for  a  building  has  been  taken  on 
a  long  lease,  the  society  is  established  on  a  permanent 
basis.  The  subscriptions  of  the  evening  amounted  to 
1700/. 

The  first  of  the  winter  course  of  lectures  to  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  delivered  at 
Exeter  Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  instant,  by 
Lord  John  Russell.  The  Hall  was  crowded.  The  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury  presided;  Lord  Panmure,  Lord  "YVode- 
house,  Lord  de  Mauley,  Mr.  Vernon  Smith,  and  many 
eminent  clergymen  and  laymen  were  among  the  audi- 
ence. The  subject  of  the  lecture  was  "  The  Obstacles 
which  have  retarded  Moral  and  Political  Progress." 
Lord  John  Russell  was  enthusiastically  cheered  cm  his 
entrance,  and  during  the  lecture  ;  and  at  its  close  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  him  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

A  large  public  meeting  was  held  at  Bristol  on  the 
15th  inst,,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  carrying  on  and  extension  of  the  Kingswood  Rej'or 
matory  School  in  the  neighbourhood  oi  that  city.  Mr. 
W.  Miles,  M.P.,  presided,  and  there  were  present  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  gentry  and  clergy  of  Somerset- 
shire, and  the  neighbouring  counties.  In  the  course  of 
the  proceedings,  which  were  very  interesting,  the  chair- 
man gave  au  account  of  the  state  of  juvenile  crime  in 
this  country,  and  the  existing  legislation  applicable  to 
it.  He  did  not  think,  he  said,  that  it  was  generally 
known  what  an  immense  number  of  children  came  be- 
fore the  criminal  tribunals  annually,  nor  the  very  large 
proportion  of  recommitments,  and,  up  to  the  present 
period,  the  little  that  had  been  done  towards  their  re- 
formation. After  committal,  it  was  hopeless  to  think  of 
any  good  being  effected,  for  he  was  sorry  to  say,  from  an 
experience  of  twenty-one  years,  during  which  he  had 
filled  the  chair  at  the  Somerset  Quarter  Sessions,  that  a 
child  generally  came  out  worse  than  it  went  into  prison. 
He  found,  from  the  official  returns,  taking  the  years 
1846,  1847,  1848,  1849,  1850,  and  1S51,  that,  under  the 
age  of  12,  1,023  males  and  1G6  females  were  tried  at 
assizes  and  sessions;  between  12  and  under  14,  2.414 
males,  and  437  females  were  tried  at  assizes  and  sessions  ; 
and  between  14  and  under  17,  11,294  males  and  2,258 
females  were  tried  at  assizes  and  sessions  ;  making  a 
grand  total  of  17,622.  During  the  same  period  there 
were  summarily  convicted  7,633  under  12 ;  12,828 
between  12  and  under  14  ;  and  35,091  between  14  and 
17  ;  making  a  grand  total  of  those  convicted,  tried  at 
sessions  and  assizes  and  by  summary  jurisdiction,  of 
73,174  children  between  the  ages  of  12  and  17,  who  had 
passed  through  our  gaols  and  houses  of  correction  during 
the  time  specified,  giving  an  annual  average  of  12,190. 
It  was  only  last  session  that  he  had  moved  for  a  return 
showing  the  number  of  reformatory  schools  at  present 
in  existence  throughout  England,  and  the  number  of 
scholars  they  were  capable  of  maintaining.  The  only 
school  that  was  not  included  in  that  Return  was  that  of 
Redhill,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  certified  schools  was  only  capable  of  maintaining 
420  children.  Two  laws  had  recently  been  passed  upon 
the  subject  of  reformatory  schools,  and  now,  not  only 
were  judges  of  assizes  and  chairmen  of  quarter  sessions 
enabled,  when  the  prisoner  was  under  16  years  of  ;ige, 
upon  his  conviction,  to  sentence  him  to  a  short  period  of 
imprisonment,  but  they  could,  if  they  pleased,  after 
that,  sentence  him  to  a  detention  at  a  reformatory 
school  ;  and  so  much  had  the  legislature  thought  it 
necessary  that  this  detention  should  bo  of  some  duration 
that  the  lowest  term  for  which  a  child  could  be  sen- 
tenced was  a  couple  of  years.  Here,  then,  with  this 
extraordinary  number  of  convicts  (and  there  was  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  was  at  all  decreasing),  with 
convictions  amounting  to  upwards  of  12,000  per  annum, 
and  taking  Redhill  to  be  capable  of  holding  200,  they 
now  had  only  room  for  620  children  in  these  reformatory 
establishments.  Now  let  them  look  at  the  number  of 
recommittals  of  these  children  which  took  place.  He 
found  the  total  number  of  recommittals  in  ^49  to  be — 
once,  males,  1,866;  females,  259 — total  2,125.  Twice — 
males,  821  ;  females,  123— total,  944.  Thrice— males, 
423 ;    females  61— total,   4S4.     Four   or  more   times — 


males,  670  ;  females,  91 — total,  761.  Here,  then,  was  a 
grand  total  of  males  and  females  recommitted,  some 
once,  some  twice,  some  thrice,  and  some  four  or  even 
more  times,  of  4,314.  He  had  thus  given  a  sketch  of 
the  state  of  juvenile  crime  in  this  country,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  add  that  the  government  had  not  carried  out 
the  views  of  their  committee  upon  this  subject.  The 
committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  three  classes 
of  schools — namely,  one  a  highly  penal  school,  which  we 
had  already  at  Parkhurst,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  if 
there  were  plenty  of  others,  would  be  quite  sufficient  in 
the  first  class.  In  addition,  they  recommended  a  second 
class  of  schools,  which  should  take  all  those  children 
tried  at  assize  and  sessions,  and  which  should  be  sup- 
ported partly  by  government  and  partly  by  rates — thus 
going  upon  the  principle  that  where  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted there  the  county  should  pay  for  the  commission 
of  that  crime.  He  now  came  to  the  third  class  of 
schools,  and  thither  the  committee  wished  that  the  very 
young,  who  had  committed  perhaps  venial  offences, 
should  be  sent ;  and  that  these  schools  should  be  left  to 
private  individuals,  with  some  slight  assistance  from 
government.  The  meeting  would,  therefore,  see  that 
the  recommendations  of  the  committee  had  not  been 
carried  out.  They  certainly  had  Parkhurst,  and  a  few 
schools  of  the  third  class,  hut  they  were  utterly  deficient 
as  to  the  second.  He  did  hope  and  trust  that  govern- 
ment might  yet  be  induced  to  take  the  matter  up, 
and  that  hereafter  they  would  be  able  to  unite  as 
counties,  and  to  have  proper  reformatory  schools 
under  good  masters  and  proper  superintendence. 
From  a  report  read  to  the  meeting,  it  appeared  that 
the  Kingswood  P».eforrnatory  School  was  lounded  by 
Miss  Carpenter  and  Mr.  Russell  Scott,  in  1852,  as  au 
asylum  for  young  persons  who  either  had  become 
amenable  to  the  law,  or  were  evidently  about  to  fall 
into  crime.  During  the  first  sixteen  months  there  were 
received  twenty-seven  boys  and  thirteen  girls.  Four  of 
the  girls  being'sent  by  the  Secretary  of  State  under  con- 
ditional pardon,  but  beyond  those  there  was,  till  the 
middle  of  1854,  no  power  of  detention.  As  it  was 
deemed  undesirable  to  have  boys  and  girls  in  the  same 
school,  the  girls,  in  November,  1854,  were  removed  to  a 
school  opened  by  Miss  Carpenter,'at  the  Red  Lodge,  and  in 
which  there  were  now  twenty-two  girls  ;  the  Kingswood 
school  being  increased  to  its  present  number,  forty  boys 
(the  most  that  the  present  staff'  and  funds  will  admit 
of.)  Almost  all  the  boys  had  been  arraigned  at  the 
criminal  bar.  The  premises  consisted  of  a  building  in  a 
healthy  locality,  capable  of  lodging  120  or  more  boys, 
with  large  play-ground,  and  ten  or  eleven  acres  of  land  ; 
forty  boys  were  engaged  in  field  labour  and  gardening 
under  a  gardener,  and  at  shoemaking  and  tailoring,  and 
they  were  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
and  scriptural  knowledge.  The  annual  expense  of  forty 
boys  was  not  less  than  about  950/.  The  income  was,  from 
the  government,  575/.  ;  from  annual  subscriptions,  about 
200/. ;  and  leaving  a  deficiency  of  about  200/.  Many 
donations,  &c,  were  derived  from  persons  at  a  distance, 
and  the  opening  of  schools  in  other  districts  would  pro- 
bably diminish  the  amount.  The  object  of  the  present 
appeal  was  not  to  set  up  a  school,  for  it  existed  ;  not  to 
pay  off  a  deficiency,  for  it  had  been  supplied  by  Mr. 
Scott ;  it  was  with  a  view  to  future  good.  A  most  im- 
portant want  had  been  most  unexpectedly  and  generously 
supplied  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Beugough,  widely  known  as 
coadjutor  with  Mr.  Baker  in  the  Reformatory  Institu- 
tion at  Hardwicke  Court,  who  had  volunteered  to  reside 
near  Kingswood,  and  superintend  the  school.  Resolu- 
tions in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the  Kingswood 
School  were  unanimously  passed,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed.  Donations  to  a  considerable  amount  were 
received  before  the  meeting  broke  up. 

A  meeting  of  the  magistracy,  gentry,  and  clergy  of 
Suffolk,  was  held  on  the  19th  inst.  at  Stowmarket,  with 
a  view  to  the  establishment  of  an  Institution  for  the 
Ui-fonnation  of  Juvenile  Offenders  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk.  Among  those  present  were  Lord  Henniker, 
Sir  W.  Middleton,  SirE.  Kerrisou,  M.P.  ;  Sir  F.  Kelly, 
M.  P. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Cobbold,  M.P.  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  P.  Oakes, 
M.P.,  &c.  Sir  W.  Middleton  presided.  Resolutions 
were  passed  in  accordance  with  the  object  of  the  meeting, 
and   a   committee   was   appointed  to    superintend   the 
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management  of  the  Reformatory  S.hool.  A  donation 
list  was  opened,  and  among  the  names  entered  were 
those  of  Sir  W.  Middleton,  for  50/.  ;  Lord  Henniker, 
50/.;  Sir  E.  Kerrison,  50/.;  Mr.  T.  B.  Western,  30/.; 
Mr.  J.  Berners,  50/. ;  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  50/. ;  Mr.  W. 
Gordon,  20/.  ;  several  for  10/.  and  51.,  with  an  annual 
donation  of  150/.  for  three  years,  by  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald, 
exclusively  for  the  salary  of  a  well-qualified  master. 

The  Working  Men's  College  numbers  at  this  time 
250  students,  being  a  marked  increase  upon  the 
last  term.  The  attendance  is  remarkably  steady,  and 
many  of  the  young  men,  and  especially  those  in  the 
drawing  class,  are  displaying  abilities  of  a  high  order. 
A  great  desire  to  learn  French  manifests  itself  among  the 
students,  seventy  of  whom  attend  the  class  in  which 
that  language  is  taught.  Although  the  fees  of  the 
Working  Men's  College  are  all  but  nominal,  the  institu- 
tion is  nearly  self-supporting.  The  public  was  some 
time  since  informed  that  a  similar  college  had  been 
opened  at  Cambridge,  and  will  now  learn  with  satisfac- 
tion that  there  is  every  probability  that  one  will  shortly 
be  available  to  the  working  classes  of  Oxford. 

Government  has  ordered  the  sum  of  1000/.  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Royal  Society,  this  year, 
for  Scientific  Purposes,  and  has  informed  the  council  of 
the  society  that  a  similar  sum  will  be  annually  included 
in  the  miscellaneous  estimates  for  the  advancement  of 
science. 

The  foundation-stone  of  the  new  building  at  Birming- 
ham for  the  Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  Institute 
was  laid  on  the  22nd  inst.,  by  Prince  Albert,  in  the 
presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  people.  His 
Royal  Highness  delivered  an  address  full  of  enlightened 
sentiments,  which  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Booth  delivered  an  able  lecture  on 
the  20th,  to  the  members  of  the  Wandsworth  Literary 
and  Scientific  Institution,  "  on  the  Education  of 
Females  of  the  Industrial  Class."  The  substance  of  his 
lecture  was,  that  as  the  intellectual  progress  of  a  boy 
depends  upon  his  school-teaching,  and  his  moral  educa- 
tion on  the  habits  of  his  parents,  especially  of  his 
mother,  the  education  of  young  women  should  be  such 
as  would  fit  them  for  matronly  and  domestic  duties,  and 
enable  them  to  make  comfortable  homes.  They  should 
not  bj  taught  simply  to  sew,  but  the  common  things 
and  common  arts  of  life  ;  they  should  be  taught  to  cook, 
to  wash,  to  light  fires  and  sweep  rooms.  He  told  the 
ladies  there  present,  that  if  any  of  them  had  the  means 
and  the  will  to  do  good  in  their  generation,  they  could 
do  nothing  better  than  establish  a  school  for  the  educa- 
tion of  their  young  townswomen  in  common  things.  At 
the  close  of  the  lecture,  Mr.  Edwin  Chadwick,  express- 
ing more  trust  in  the  efficacy  of  school-teaching  than 
Dr.  Booth,  concurred  in  his  conclusions.  Mr.  Charles 
Pearson  and  Dr.  Longstaff'e  also  addressed  the  meeting, 
concurring  with  Dr.  Booth. 

A  Strike  for  Wages  has  been  begun  at  Manchester. 
On  the  21st  inst.  nearly  3400  workmen  had  struck,  and 
the  number  has  since  increased.  The  question  between 
the  masters  and  the  men  has  been  temperately  discussed, 
and  it  is  hoped  may  be  amicably  adjusted. 
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The  Prince  of  Wales  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  on 
the  7th  inst.  His  Royal  Highness's  birthday  was  kept 
with  the  usual  loyal  demonstrations. 

The  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington  has  sent  a 
contribution  of  500/.  to  the  Patriotic  Fund,  and  a 
donation  of  100/.  to  the  building  fund  of  the  Midland 
Institute.  His  lordship  has  also  forwarded  a  donation 
of  50'.  to  the  latter  Institute,  from  the  Countess  of 
Stamford. 

Lady  Cranworth  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Lady 
Canning  as  the  Directress-in-chief  of  the  establishment 
for  supplying  the  army  in  the  East  with  nurses. 

Lord  Montgomerie,  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Eglin- 
toun,  has  entered  the  Royal  navy  as  a  cadet. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society, 
on  the  12ch  inst.,  Sir  Roderick  Murchison  gave  a  des- 
cription of  the  memorial  lately  erected  to  Lieutenant 
Bellot  at  Greenwich.     This  was  a  compliment  never  vet 


accorded  to  a  British  officer.  The  whole  amount  of  the 
subscription  was  about  2200/.  ;  of  which  about  500/. 
had  been  expended  in  erecting  a  beautiful  granite 
obelisk  to  the  memory  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant,  and 
the  remainder  would  be  devoted  to  his  indigent  sisters, 
— who  have  also  been  provided  for  by  the  Emperor 
Napoleon. 

The  Queen  has  conferred  on  Captain  Robert  Maclure 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

The  subscription  entered  into  two  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  honouring  the  memory  of  the  intrepid  and 
amiable  French  officer  Bellot  has  been  closed,  and 
amounts  to  upwards  of  2200/.,  of  which  sum  nearly 
500/.  has  been  expended  in  erecting  a  monument  of 
granite  ;  the  remainder,  according  to  the  wish  of  the 
subscribers,  being  in  the  course  of  division  among  five 
young  sisters  of  his.  The  site  of  the  monument  is  the 
quay  of  Greenwich  Hospital.  It  is  an  obelisk,  about 
thirty  five  feet  high,  of  red  granite,  designed  by  Mr.  P. 
Hardwick,  R.A.,  and  executed  by  Messrs.  M'Donald. 
of  Aberdeen. 

The  reappearance  of  Sir  Colin  Campbell  at  the  United 
Service  Club  created  a  sensation  amongst  those  who 
were  present.  Many  of  his  old  companions  in  arms  in 
the  Peninsular  and  Indian  campaigns  congregated  about 
the  gallant  veteran,  and  welcomed  his  return  with 
cordial  enthusiasm. 

M.  Thiers  has:  personally  presented  the  twelfth 
volume  of  his  "  Histoire  du  Consulat  et  de  l'Empire  " 
to  Prince  Jerome,  ex-King  of  Westphalia,  brother  of 
Napoleon  I. 

The  first  lecture  in  the  Edinburgh  Philosophical 
Institution  for  the  session  1855-6  was  delivered  on  the 
6th  inst.  by  Dr.  Southwood  Smith.  The  lecture  was 
the  first  of  a  course  of  two,  "  On  Epidemics  and  their 
Relation  to  Climate  and  Civilisation." 

Marshal  Radetsky  reached  his  90th  year  on  the 
4th  inst. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Barber,  who  was  transported  on 
account  of  his  alleged  complicity  in  the  well-known 
forgeries  of  Fletcher,  and  afterwards  received  a  free 
pardon,  has  at  length  been  Replaced  on  the  Rolls  as  an 
Attorney.  This  act  of  tardy  justice  was  done  by  the 
Court  ot  Queen's  Bench  on  the  21st  instant,  when  Lord 
Campbell  delivered  judgment  on  Mr.  Barber's  appli- 
cation in  the  following  terms : — In  the  matter  of  Mr. 
Barber,  who  has  applied  to  be  re-admitted  as  an 
attorney  of  this  court,  we  have  long  and  anxiously  con- 
sidered all  the  evidence  before  us,  and  the  court  has 
arrived  at  this  conclusion,  that  the  evidence  to  establish 
his  connivance  in  the  frauds  of  Fletcher  alleged  against 
him  is  too  doubtful  for  us  to  continue  his  exclusion  any 
longer,  and,  therefore,  the  court  orders  the  rule  for  his 
re-admission  to  be  made  absolute. 

A  gratifying  instance  has  occurred  of  Honesty  in  a 
Cabman.  One  of  Messrs.  Twinings'  clerks  hailed  a 
Hansom  cab  near  the  Bank  of  England,  and  having 
placed  in  it  a  large  quantity  of  coin,  drove  direct  to  the 
Strand,  where  he  himself  superintended  its  removal 
into  the  bankinghouse.  The  cabman  drove  off  and 
went  on  to  the  stand  in  St.  Clement's  Churchyard, 
whence  he  was  shortly  hailed  to  take  up  in  Norfolk- 
street.  A  shower  coming  on,  the  driver  took  his  mackin- 
tosh out  of  the  c?.b,  and  in  doing  so  found  a  heavy  bag 
of  coin,  which  it  instantly  occurred  to  him  must  belong 
to  Messrs.  Twinings.  After  depositing  his  Norfolk- 
street  fare  at  a  railway  station,  the  honest  fellow  drove 
back  to  the  Strand  and  handed  his  "  treasure  trove  " 
over  Messrs.  Twinings'  counter.  The  bag,  which  con- 
tained 300  half  sovereigns,  had  been  given  up  for  lost, 
and  the  driver  was  promptly  rewarded  with  a  10/.  note 
— afterwards  increased  to  20/.  for  his  honesty. 


©ithinri)  of  Rotable  }3cr£r:n!=. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lennard  Barrett  Tyler,  com- 
manding  the  C2nd  Regiment,  died  at  Balaklava  on  the  21th 
ult.  of  his  wounds  received  when  leading  his  regiment  to  the 

assault  of  the  Redan  on  the  Sth  Sept.  Colonel  Tyler  was 
only  in  his  3(jth  year. 

Joseph  Stock,  LLD.,  Judge  of  the  Irish  Admiralty  Court, 
died  in  Dublin  on  the  30th  ult.,  in  his  69th  year. 

Lieut. -General  Frederick  William  Butler,  formerly 
of  the   Coldstream  Guards,   died  on  the  Sth  instant  at   his 


252 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NARRATIVE. 


[November,  1S55. 


lodgings  in  Bury-strcet,  St.  James's,  after  a  protracted  illness, 
at  the  age  of  82. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Graham,  of  the  1st  Regiment  of  Foot, 
died  at  Haslan  on  the  2nd  inst,,  aged  4G.  He  left  his  sick 
bed  to  lead  on  his  men  to  the  assault  of  the  Redan,  at  Sebas- 
topol,  on  the  Sth  of  September,  by  which  exposure  he  incurred 
illness  which  has  terminated  fatally.  He  had  seen  30  years 
full  pay  service  in  the  army. 

Thomas  Wilde,  Baron  Truro,  died  on  the  11th  inst,  at  his 
house  in  Eaton-square,  in  his  73rd  year. 


— 


Sir  Richard  Sutton,  Bart,  died  suddenly,  on  the  14th 
inst.  at  Cambridge  House,  Piccadilly,  aged  57. 

Major-General  Frederick  Markham,  C.B.,  died  on  the 
21st  inst.  in  his  50th  year.  Ho  had  recently  returned  from 
his  command  in  the  Crimea,  having  been  compelled  to  relin- 
quish it  by  extreme  bad  health. 

Sir  W.  Pilkington,  Bart.,  who  succeeded  to  his  title  and 
estates  only  in  February  last,  died  on  the  19th  inst, 

M.  Paillet,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the 
Parisian  bar,  died  on  the  18th  iust.,  of  apoplexy. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  intelligence  from  India  is  interesting.     On  the 
11th  of  September,  Mr.   H.  V.  Conolly,    Collector   of 
Malabar  and  Provisional  Member  of  Council  at  Madras, 
was  murdered  on  the  11th  by  a  party  of  Moplahs.     On 
the  evening  of  that  day,  he  was  seated  with  his  wife  in  the 
verandah  of  his  house,    near   Calicut  when  five   men, 
armed  with  the  long  and  heavy  Moplah  knife,  rushed  in 
and   commenced   a   violent    attack    upon   him.      Mrs. 
Conollj'  ran  into  the  house,  calling  upon  the  servants  to 
come  to  the  assistance  of  their  master.     Two  of  them, 
who  were  near  the  spot,  immediately  came  forward,  but 
were  kept  at  bay  by  the  assassins,  who  cut  off  the  hand 
or  several  of  the   fingers  of  one,  and  inflicted  a  severe 
wound  upon  the  other.    Then,  their  woik  accomplished, 
the    murderers    disappeared    in    the    darkness.       Mr. 
Conolly  was  carried  into  the  house,  and  medical  assist- 
ance sent  for  from   Calicut,  but  before  it  could  reach 
him  he  had  expired.  His  injuries  were  the  most  frightful. 
No  fewer  than  twenty-seven  wounds  were  found  upon  his 
body,  which  was  almost  literally  hacked  to  pieces.     His 
poor  wife  sat  by  his  side  covered  with  the  blood  of  the 
husband  she  had  seen  murdered  before  her  eyes,  stunned 
and  tearless  under  the  weight  of  a  blow  so  sudden  and 
so  terrible.      Immediately  on  hearing  of  the  murder, 
the  authorities  of  Calicut  offered  large  rewards  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  assassins,  and  held  parties  of  troops 
in  readiness  in  case  this  act  of  violence  should  be  the 
prelude  to  a  general  Moplah  rising.     The   murderers 
were  first  heard  of  at  a  place  called  Tamberchery,  where 
they  occupied  a  large  house  after  wounding  and  expell- 
ing  the   inhabitants,   with   the   apparent   intention   of 
awaiting  the  police  or  soldiers,  and  selling  their  lives  as 
dearly  as  possible.     A  party  of  the  74th  Highlanders 
were  despatched  to  the  spot,  but  before  they  reached  it 
the  Moplahs  had  decamped.      On  the  17th,  however, 
the  Highlanders  fell  in  with  them  at  Munjerry,  when, 
as  on  previous  occasions  of  a  similar  nature,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  take  these  desperate  fanatics  alive,  and 
they  fell  to  a  man  by  the  bayonets  of  the  soldiers.     One 
of  the  74th  was  killed  in  the  affray,  and  another  badly 
•wounded  by  a  cut  in  the  throat,  dealt  him  by  a  Moplah 
whom    he    had    already    transfixed   with  his   bayonet. 
With  the  death  of  the  murderers  is  probably  lost  the 
secret  of  the  murder.     Mr.   Conolly  was  an  "able  and 
energetic  magistrate,  and  had  lately  succeeded  in  root- 
ing out    of  the   country   a  most   dangerous   vagabond 
belonging   to  the   Moplah   tribe.      He   had   also   been 
actively  employed  in  carrying  out  the  act  for  disarming 
that  part  of  the  population  of  his  collectorate.     These 
proceedings   no     doubt    made   him    obnoxious   to   the 
Moplahs,  and  his  murder  may  have  been  the  result  of 
the  feelings  so  excited  ;    and,  indeed,  it  is  said  that  he 
received  a  warning  of  his  impending  fate. 

Lieut-Col.  Colin  Mackenzie,  one  of  the  commanders 
of  the  Nizam's  cavalry,  has  been  nearly  murdered  at 
Bolarum.  He  had  interfered  with  a  mob,  who,  in 
celebrating  the  Mohurrum,  had  approached  his  com- 
pound contrary  to  orders;  and  the  mob,  headed  by 
three  cavalry  soldiers,  set  upon  him,  and  left  him  for 
dead.  But  the  last  accounts  of  him  were  hopeful ;  and 
the  cavalry  had  surrendered  the  troopers.  The  same 
mob  who  attacked  him  also  assaulted  a  clergyman  and 
two  ladies  returning  from  an  evening  drive,  who 
narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives,  both  the  ladies  being 
wounded.  The  following  letter  from  one  of  the  ladies, 
the  clergyman's  wife,  giving  a  graphic  account  of  their 
marvellous  escape  has  been  published  : — "  Secunderabad, 
Sept.  20. — On  Friday  evening  we  called  for  Mrs.  C 


and  her  daughter.     Mrs.  C is  sister  of  the  Brigadier. 

R and   Miss  C were  on  the  box-seat ;  R 

driving,  and  Mrs.  C and  myself  inside  the  carriage. 

We  heard  no  noise  in  [the  place  except  the  usual  tom- 
toming,  music  always  allowed  at  those  times.  We 
took  our  drive  all  round  the  course  ;  met  the  Resident's 
carriage,  and  several  others.  All  continued  quiet  until 
we  came  to  Brigadier  Mackenzie's  gate.  From  this 
gate  a  great  number  of  the  Nizam  cavalry,  called 
'  Jouars,'  in  undress,  but  with  their  swords  and  mus- 
kets, were  issuing,  and  the]  other  side  of  the  road  was 
lined  with  soldiers  from  the  lines.  To  see  these  men  in 
the  public  road  is  contrary  to  orders ;  they  are  not 
allowed  to  go  out  of  a  certain  line  marked  for  their 
processions.  However,  we  did  not  think  about  it,  but 
supposed  they  had  only  gone  to  make  some  request  of 

the    Brigadier.     R walked  the  horses  to  give  the 

soldiers  time  to  get  out  of  the  way  and  allow  us  to  pass. 
The  first  thing  which  attracted  my  attention  was  a  man 
dressed  in  a  long  red  coat,  giving  their  war-cry,  and 
going  one  step  back  and  another  forward.  It  resounded 
on  all  sides.  They  then  deliberately  waited  until  the 
carriage  was  in^the  middle  of  the  multitude,  and  then 

made  a  blow  with  a  sword  at  Mrs.  C (fortunately 

for  us  they  were  not  mounted,  or  I  should  not  now  be 
alive  to  tell  the  tale)  ;  it  cut  her,  but  not  deeply,  in  the 

side  of  the  head.     I  said  to  R ■,  '  Now  drive  for  your 

life — it's  our  only  chance.'  He  did  so,  and  away  went 
the  horses  at  such  a  rate  !  and  cut  and  dash  went  the 
swords  and  butt  ends  of  the  muskets.  Most  provi- 
dentially the  muskets  were  not  loaded,  having  been 
discharged  in  the  Brigadier's  compound  before  we  came 
up.  They  tried  so  hard  to  cut  me  over  the  back  of  the 
carriage  that  I   moved  to  a  little  seat  under  the  box, 

facing  Mrs.  C .     I  was  afraid  she  would  have  fainted 

from  loss  of  blood,  as  it  ran  quickly  from  her  head. 
Men  waited  for  us  down  the  road  on  either  side,  with 
drawn  swords  and  muskets  to  dash  at  us.     One  of  them 

cut  R 's  coat  down  the  back.     The  horses  flew,  and 

the  cut  did  not  enter  the  flesh,  owing  to  their  speed. 
Another  man  waited  about  three  yards  in  advance  of 

us,  and  took  deliberate  aim  with  a  sword.     R saw 

him,  and,  as  he  came  near,  raised  his  arm  to  give 
another  stroke  to  the  horses,  and  the  sword  passed 
under,  cutting  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep  into  the  iron 
bar  round  the  seat.  Another  made  an  upward  cut  at 
him,  and  missed  his  aim,  owing  to  our  speed.  The 
sword  came  in  contact  with  the  dashboard  in  front,  and 

tore   the  leather  off  the  right  side.      Miss  C was 

struck  on  the  back  and  had  cuts  in  her  silk  cape,  but 
was  otherwise  unhurt.  They  also  waited  at  ruy  side 
of  the  carriage.  A  man  made  a  blow  at  me  with  the 
end  of  his  musket,  and  hurt  me  not  a  little.  Another 
attacked  me  with  his  sword  ;  it  cut  right  through  my 
clothes  like  a  razor,  and  made  a  wound  about  three 
inches  long  and  one  inch  deep  exactly  in  the  spot  where 
I  had  received  the  blow.  I  did  not  feel  it  at  the  time, 
ibr  the  sword  was  too  sharp ;  speed  and  the  little  iron 
bar  round   the   seat  saved   me.      Fortunately  for  us, 

Captain  M and  his  wife  were  driving  after  us,  so 

that,  they  turned  back  to  attack  them.  I  should  tell 
you  they  made  a  desperate  effort  to  cut  the  reins,  but 
only  succeeded  in  destroying  the  bearing-reins." 

The  insurrection  of  the  Santals  is  not,  as  was  believed, 
suppressed.  They  still  continue  traversing  the  country, 
and  are  every  here  and  there  committing  acts  of  depre- 
dation and  violence.  The  panic  that  they  at  the  outset 
occasioned   was   such   that  the   people   fled    from    the 
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country,  and  there  still  continues  much  difficulty  in 
getting-  the  preservers  of  order  to  withstand  or  secure 
the  insurgents.  -  The  insurrection  has  long  lost  its 
character  as  a  civil  war,  and  at  present  continues  simply 
as  a  nuisance,  mainly  alarming  from  the  difficulty  of 
getting  it  finally  extinguished. — Serious  disturbances 
continue  every  now  and  then  to  break  out  in  the 
Nizam's  dominions.  Information  having  been  received 
that  a  party  of  Rohilia  robbers  were  plundering  the 
country  to  the  north  of  Hyderabad,  a  force  consisting 
of  250  men  of  the  Nizam's  cavalry,  under  Captain 
Doria,  a  wing  of  the  4th  Nizam's  infantry,  and  a  couple 
of  howitzers,  started  on  the  6th  of  September  against 
the  enemy,  whom  they  defeated,  killing  and  taking 
prisoners  the  greatest  number  of  them. 

Religious  disturbances  have  once  more  made  their 
appearance  in  Oude.  :In  February  last,  a  Hindoo 
renegade,  who  had  become  Mahomedan,  spread  about  a 
statement  that  the  Hindoos  had  defiled  and  destroyed  a 
temple  in  Hunnoomanghurree.  Contriving  to  collect  a 
considerable  force,  he  established  his  head-quarters  in 
the  neighbourhood  ;  a  violent  conflict  ensued,  in  which 
the  Hindoos  proved  victorious  ;  some  seventy  or  eighty 
of  the  Mahomedans  cut  their  way  through  and  found 
refuge  in  one  of  their  own  temples  near  by.  The 
Hindoos  attacked  the  temple,  and,  after  repeated 
repulses  with  heavy  loss  of  life,  succeeded  in  capturing 
it,  and  put  the  whole  of  their  enemies  to  the  sword. 
This  was  but  the  commencement  of  the  strife,  and  both 
parties  are  now  so  violently  inflamed  that  it  is  impossible 
to  foresee  the  result. 


The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  papers,  received  down  to  the 
4th  of  August,  speak  of  increasing  prosperity  and 
internal  improvement.  Sir  George  Grey  had  left  Cape 
Town  on  an  extensive  tour,  embracing  the  settlements, 
European  and  native,  beyond  the  Orange  River,  Natal, 
Caffreland,  and  British  CaiFraria. 

Among  the  subjects  attracting  attention  was  the 
increase  of  sugar-cultivation  at  Natal,  the  success  of 
which  was  considered  certain  ;  and  the  capabilities  of 
the  Cape  for  the  production  of  dried  fruits,  olive  oil, 
and  other  minor  articles  of  commerce.  The  exports  of 
wool,  which  in  1835  amounted  to  215,808  pounds,  was 
expected  to  exceed  nine  millions  of  pounds  in  1855. 


By  the  West  India  mail  we  learn  that  the  islands 
generally  are  healthy,  and  that  the  weather  has  been 
favourable  to  the  planter.  The  Jamaica  legislature 
met  on  the  16th  of  October,  when  the  session  was 
opened  in  a  speech  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 
He  congratulated  the  several  branches  upon  the  com 
plete  success  of  the  financial  measures  of  the  previous 
session.  "The  revenue  actually  raised  within  the 
financial  year  had  been  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  ex- 
penditure authorised,  so  that  the  receiver-general  had 
been  enabled,  for  the  first  time  for  six  years  past,  to  pay 
in  full  all  claims  against  the  treasury  for  the  October 
quarter,  upon  presentation."  The  governor  proposed 
to  effect  reductions  in  the  estimates  for  the  clergy  and 
judges. 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


Since  our  last  month's  publication  additional  details 
of  much  interest,  respecting  the  defeat  of  the  Russians 
by  the  Turkish  garrison  of  the  city  of  Kars,  in  Asiatic 
Turkey,  have  been  received.  The  following  is  the 
official  account  of  that  brilliant  victory,  in  a  despatch  to 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  from  Major-General  Williams, 
her  Majesty's  commissioner  with  the  Turkish  army  in 
Asia  : — 

"  Kars,  Oct.  3. — My  Lord, — 1  had  the  honour  to 
announce  to  your  lordship,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
ult.,  the  glorious  victory  gained  on  the  morning  of  that 
day  by  the  Sultan's  troops,  on  the  heights  above  Kars, 
over  the  Russian  army,  commanded  by  General  Moura- 
vieff,  and  I  now  beg  to  furnish  your  lordship  with  the 
principal  incidents  of  that  sanguinary  battle.  Your 
lordship  will,  perhaps,  recollect  that  in  my  despatch, 
No.  123,  of  the  2Sth  of  June,  I  stated  that  the  Russian 
general,  after  his  second  demonstration  against  the 
southern  face  of  our  intrenchments,  which  is  flanked  by 
Hafiz  Pacha  Tabia,  and  Kanli  Tabia,  marched  south, 
and  established  his  camp  at  Bugah  Tikme,  a  village 
situated  about  four  miles  from  Kars.  Knowing  that 
General  MouraviefF  served  in  the  army  which  took 
Kars  in  1828,  I  conceived  his  last  manoeuvre  to  be  pre- 
paratory either  to  a  reconnaissance,  or  an  attack  upon 
the  heights  of  Tahmasb,  from  whence  the  Russians 
successfully  pushed  their  approaches  in  the  year  before 
cited.  Whilst,  therefore,  the  enemy's  columns  were  in 
march  towards  Bugah  Tikme,  I  visited  those  heights 
with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lake,  and  after  studying  the 
ground,  decided  upon  the  nature  of  the  works  to  be 
thrown  up ;  these  were  planned  and  executed  by 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Lak"  with  great  skill  and  energy. 
I  enclose,  for  your  lordship's  information,  a  plan  made 
by  that  officer  of  the  town  and  its  neighbouring  heights 
which  are  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  of 
Kars  Cha'i,  over  which  three  temporary  bridges  had 
been  thrown  to  keep  up  our  communications.  As  all 
verbal  descriptions  or  bird's-eye  view  of  ground  convey 
but  an  imperfect  idea  of  any  locality,  I  beg  to  enclose  a 
sketch,  made  by  Mr.  Churchill,  which  will,  I  trust, 
tend  to  elucidate  my  description.  Your  lordship  will 
observe  that  whilst  our  camp  and  magazine  in  the 
town  were  rendered  as  safe  as  circumstances  would 
allow,  the  hills  above  Kars  commanded  all,  and  were 
therefore  the  keys  of  our  position.     The  intrenchment 


I  of  Tahmasb,  being  those  nearest  the  enemy's  camp,  de- 
manded  the  greatest  vigilance  from   all   entrusted  in 
their   defence  ;    General  Kmety,  a  gallant   Hungarian 
officer,   commanded  the  division  which  occupied    this 
eminence  ;  he  was   assisted  by  Major-General  Hussein 
Pasha,  and  my  aide-de  camp,  Major  Teesclale,  who  has 
acted  as  his  chief  of  the  staff.     Throughout  the  invest- 
ment, which  lias  now  lasted  four  months,  the  troops  in 
all  the  redoubts  and  intrenchments,  have  kept  a  vigilant 
look-out  during  the  night,  and,   at  their  appointed  sta- 
tions, stood  to  their  arms  Ions  before  day-dawn.     In  my 
despatch,  No.   155,  of  the  29th  ult.,   t  informed  your 
lordship  of  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Sebas- 
topol,  and  of  the  landing  of  Omar  Pasha  at  Batoum.     I 
also  acquainted  your  lordship  with  the   fact,  that  the 
Russian    general  was  engaged  in  sending  off  immense 
trains  of  heavy   baggage   into   Georgia,    and  showing 
every  indication  of   a  speedy  retreat;    this  in  nowise 
threw  us  off  our  guard,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lake  was 
directed  to  strengthen  many  points  in  our  extensive  and 
undermanned  lines,  and  amongst  other  works  the  tabia 
bearing  my  name  was  constructed.     At  four  o'clock  on 
the  eventful  morning  of  the  29th  the  enemy's  columns 
were  reported  to  be  advancing  on  the  Tahmasb  front. 
They  were  three  in  number,  supported  by  twenty-four 
guns ;    the   first    or    right   column    being   directed   on 
Tahmasb  Tabia,  the  second  on  Yuksek  Tabia,  and  the 
third  on  the  breastwork   called   Rennison   Lines.     As 
soon  as  the  first  gun  announced  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  the  reserves  were  put  under  arms  in  a  central 
position,  from   which   succours  could   be    despatched, 
either  to  Tahmasb  or  the  English  Lines.     The  mist  and 
imperfect  light  of  the  dawning  day  induced  the  enemy 
to  believe  that  he  was  about  to  surprise  us  ;  he  advanced 
with  his  usual  steadiness  and  intrepidity  ;  but,  on  get- 
ting within  range,   he  was  saluted  with  a  crushing  tire 
of  artillery  from  all  points  of  the  line.     This  unexpected 
reception,  however,  only  drew  forth  loud  hurrahs  from 
the   Russian  infantry  as  it  rushed  up  the  hill  on  the 
redoubts  and  breastworks.     These  works  poured  forth 
a  fire  of  musketry  and  rifles,  which  told  with  fearful 
effect   on  the  close  columns  of  attack,  more  especially 
on  the  left  one,  which,  being  opposed  by  a  battalion  of 
450  Chasseurs,  armed  with  Miuie  rifles,  was,  after  long 
and   desperate   fighting,    completely   broken,  and  sent 
headlong    down    the    hill,   leaving   S50   dead   on    the 
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field,    besides    those    carried   off   by    their    comrades. 
The  central  column  precipitated  itself  on  the  redoubts 
of  Tahmasb  and  Yuksek  Tabias,  where  desperate  fight- 
ing occurred  and  lasted  for  several  hours,  the   enemy 
being  repulsed  in  all  his  attempts  to  enter  the  closed  re- 
doubts, which  mutually  flanked  each  other  with  their 
artillery  and  musketry,  and  made  terrible  havoc  in  the 
ranks  of  the  assailants ;  and  it  was  here  that  Generals 
Kmety  and  Hussein  Pasha,  together  with  Major  Tees- 
dale,    so   conspicuously    displayed    their    courage   and 
conduct.      Lieutenant-General  Kereen  Pasha  also  re- 
paired to  the  scene  of  desperate  strife  to  encourage  the 
troops,  and  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  and  had  two 
horses  killed  under  him.      The  right    column   of  the 
Russian  infantry,  supported  by  a  battery,    eventually 
turned   the   left  flank  of  the  intrenched  wing  of  the 
Tahmasb   defences,    and   whilst    the   Russian    battery 
opened  in  the  rear  of  the  closed  redoubt  at  its  salient 
angle,  their  infantry  penetrated    considerably   behind 
our  position.      Observing    the   commencement  of  this 
movement,   and  anticipating  its  consequences,    Lieut.- 
Colonel  Lake,  who  had  taken  the  direction  of  affairs  in 
the  English  Tabias,  was  instructed  to  send  a  battalion 
from  Port  Lake  to  the  assistance  of  the   defenders  of 
Tahmasb,  and  at  the  same  time  two  battalions  of  the 
reserves  were  moved  across  the  flying  bridge  and  upon 
the  rocky  height  of  Laz  Jeppe  Tabia.     These  three  re- 
inforcing columns  met  each  other  at  that  point,  and, 
being  hidden   from  the  enemy  by  the  rocky  nature  of 
the    ground,   confronted    him    at    a    most    opportune 
moment ;    they    deployed,    opened    their    fire,    which 
stopped   and    soon    drove  back  the   enemy's   reserves, 
which  were  then  vigorously  charged  with  the  bayonet, 
at  the  same   moment  that   General  Kmety  and  Major 
Teesdale   issued   from    the   redoubts   at  Tahmasb   and 
charged   the  assailants.     The  whole  of  that  portion  of 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery  now  broke  and  fled 
down  the  heights  under  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  ; 
this  occurred  at  half-past  11,  after  a  combat  of  seven 
hours.     In  this  part   of  the  field  the  enemy  had,  in- 
cluding his  reserves,  22  battalions  of  infantry,  a  large 
force  of  dragoons  and  Cossacks,  together  with  32  guns. 
Whilst  this  struggle,  which  I  have  attempted  to  des- 
cribe, was  occurring  at  Tahmasb,  a  most  severe  combat 
was  going  on  at  the  eastern  position  of  the  line,  called 
the  English   Tabias.      About  half-past  5  o'clock  a.m.  a 
Russian  column,  consisting  of  eight  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, three  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  16  guns  advanced 
from  the  valley  of  Tehakmak,  and  assaulted  those  small 
redoubts,  which,  after  as  stout  a  resistance  as  their  un- 
avoidably feeble  garrison  could  oppose,  fell  into  their 
hands,    together     with    the    connecting    breastworks, 
defended  by  townsmen  and  mountaineers  from  Lazistan, 
whose  clannish  flags,  according  to  their  custom,  were 
planted  before  them,   on   the  epaulments,  and   conse- 
quently fell  into  the  enemy's  hands;  but  ere  the  firing 
had  begun  in  this  portion  of  the  field,  Captain  Thomp- 
son had  received  orders  to  send  a  battalion  of  infantry 
from  each  of  the  heights  of  Karadagh  and  Arab  Tabia 
to  reinforce  the  English  Lines.     This  reinforcement  des- 
cended the  deep  gully  through  which  flows  the  Kara  river, 
passed  a  bridge,  recently  thrown  across  it,  and  ascended 
the  opposite   precipitous  bank  by  a  zigzag  path  whicli 
led  into  the  line  of  works  named  by  the  i  urks  Ingliz 
Tabias  (the  English  Batteries).     Their  arrival   was  as 
opportune    as    that   of    the   reserves    directed   toward 
Tahmasb,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  describe  in 
the   former   part   of   this   despatch  ;    these   battalions, 
joined   to  those  directed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lake, 
gallantly  attacked  and  drove  the  Russians  out  of  the 
redoubts  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  after  the  artillery 
of  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  those  lines   by  the 
cross  fire  directed  from  Fort  Lake  and  from  Arab  Tabia 
and     Karadagh,    by    Capt.    Thompson.      This    officer 
deserves  my  best  thanks  for  having  seized  a  favourable 
moment  to  remove  a  heavy  gun  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  extremity  of  Karadagh,  and   with  it  inflicted 
severe  loss  on  the  enemy.     After  the  Russian  infantry 
was  driven  from  the  English  redoubts,  the    whole   of 
their  attacking  force  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry 
retreated  with  precipitation,  plied  with  round  shot  from 
all   the   batteries   bearing  on   their  columns.     During 
their  temporary  success,  however,  the  enemy  captured 


two  of  our  light  guns,  which  the  mortality  amongst 
our  horses  from  famine  prevented  our  withdrawing 
from  their  advanced  positions.  He  also  carried  off  his 
wounded,  and  many  of  his  dead  ;  yet  he  left  363  of  the 
latter  within  and  in  front  of  these  intrenchments  :  and 
his  retreat  occurred  at  least  an  hour  before  the  as- 
sailants of  Tahmasb  were  put  to  flight.  During  this 
combat,  which  lasted  nearly  seven  hours,  the  Turkish 
infantry,  as  well  as  artillery,  fought  with  the  most 
determined  courage  ;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that 
they  had  worked  on  their  entrenchments,  and  guarded 
them  by  night,  throughout  a  period  extending  to  nearly 
four  months,  I  think  your  lordship  will  admit  that  they 
have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  admiration  of 
Europe,  and  established  an  undoubted  claim  to  be 
placed  amongst  the  most  distinguished  of  its  troop-. 
With  regard  to  the  enemy,  as  long  as  there  was  a 
chance  of  success  he  persevered  with  undaunted  courage, 
and  the  Russian  officers  displayed  the  greatest  gallantry. 
Their  loss  was  immense  ;  they  left  on  the  field  more 
than  5,000  dead,  which  it  took  the  Turkish  infantry 
four  days  to  bury.  Their  wounded  and  prisoners  in  our 
possession  amount  to  160,  whilst  those  who  were  carried 
off  are  said  to  be  upwards  of  7,000.  As  the  garrison 
was  afflicted  with  cholera,  and  I  was  apprehensive  of  a 
great  increase  of  the  malady,  should  this  melancholy 
duty  of  the  burial  of  the  dead  be  not  pushed  forward 
with  every  possible  vigour  by  our  fatigued  and  jaded 
soldiers,  I  daily  visited  the  scene  of  strife  to  encourage 
them  in  their  almost  endless  task ;  and  I  can  assure 
your  lordship  that  the  whole  battle-field  presented  a 
scene  which  is  more  easy  to  conceive  than  to  describe, 
being  literally  covered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  dying. 
The  Turkish  dead  and  wounded  were  removed  on  the 
night  of  the  battle.  The  dead  numbered  362,  the 
wounded  631.  The  townspeople,  who  also  fought  with 
spirit,  lost  101  men.  His  Excellency  the  Mushir  has 
reported  to  his  government  those  officers  who  par- 
ticularly distinguished  themselves — a  difficult  task  in 
an  army  which  has  shown  such  desperate  valour  through- 
out the  unusual  period  of  seven  hours  of  uninterrupted 
combat.         I  have,  &c,  W.  F.  Williams." 

The  battle  is  thus  described  by  the  private  corre- 
spondent of  the  Times: — "On  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  or  rather  at  midnight,  the  distant  rumble  of  guns 
was  heard  by  the  sentries  on  Tahmasb,  and  General 
Kmety  at  once  called  all  the  troops  in  that  direction 
under  arms,  but  after  this  a  long  interval  of  silence 
ensued.  About  an  hour  before  the  dawn  sundry  sus- 
picious noises  were  again  heard,  and  at  last,  by  the 
feeble  light  of  the  crescent  moon,  a  large  dark  moving 
mass  was  observed  advancing  towards  a  battery  in 
which  was  Captain  Teesdale,  a  most  gallant  young 
soldier;  at  once  the  guns  were  opened  on  the  column, 
when  a  loud  hurrah  arose  from  enemies  unseen,  who 
had  almost  surrounded  the  whole  of  the  north-west 
works.  All  suspense  was  now  at  an  end,  the  corps  of 
Turks  in  this  position  found  themselves  assaulted  in 
front  and  flank,  while  a  column  was  moving  round  their 
rear.  It  was  still  nearly  dark,  so  that  in  this,  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  very  little  of  our  powerful 
artillery  could  come  into  play.  The  Russian  columns, 
advancing  with  wonderful  steadiness,  were  met  by 
volleys  of  musketry  at  point-blank  range,  directed 
from  flanking  breastworks,  while  from  time  to  time 
Teesdale's  guns  poured  out  murderous  grape.  At  the 
extreme  point  of  Tahmasb  the  enemy  actually  pene- 
trated into  the  batteries  and  were  at  once  bayoneted. 
While  this  murderous  struggle  was  going  on,  a  vigorous 
artillery  fire  from  the  enemy  was  kept  up  on  Kanli 
Tabia,  in  the  plain,  far  removed  from  the  real  point  of 
danger.  This,  of  course,  was  but  a  feint.  Fort  Lake, 
the  key  of  the  whole  position  on  the  north,  and  the 
English  batteries  immediately  behind  the  town,  which 
I  have  mentioned,  were  now  attacked,  and  the  latter 
being  defended  by  a  very  weak  force,  chiefly  irregulars, 
were  carried  by  assault,  and  the  enemy  then  began 
shelling  the  town.  But  daylight  now  showed  clearly 
each  position  and  movement  of  the  enemy.  General 
Williams  despatched  two  or  three  companies  of  Rifles 
to  the  English  Tabias  under  one  of  our  best  officers, 
Kadir  Bey,  and  these,  with  troops  from  Fort  Lake, 
charged  the  Russians,  and  fairly  drove  them  out  of  the 
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batteries  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  meantime,  from 
Karadagh,  Captain  Thompson  had,  with  the  eye  of  a 
General,  albeit  a  young  one,  despatched  one  or  two 
companies  over  the  gorge  and  the  river,  who  took  up  a 
flanking  position  in  the  midst  of  rocks  commanding 
these  English  Tabias,  and  by  immense  exertions  he 
also  got  some  heavy  guns  to  bear  on  them,  so  that  he 
soon  changed  the  Russian  retreat  into  a  rabble  rout. 
Some  Russian  cavalry  made  a  gallant  charge  here,  but 
soon  came  to  grief  among  some  trous  de  loup.  Mean- 
while the  battle  was  raging  at  the  original  point  of 
attack ;  the  rolling  fire  of  musketry  was  incessant,  and 
the  thunder  of  the  artillery  from  the  numerous  batteries 
never  ceased  for  a  moment.  At  one  time,  and  only 
once,  some  little  symptoms  of  giving  way  was  observed, 
but  no  sooner  observed  than  the  fresh  fire  from  rein- 
forcements despatched  by  General  Williams  and  Colonel 
Lake,  and  ably  handled  by  General  Kmety,  changed 
the  backward  into  a  forward  movement ;  the  loud 
hurrahs  of  the  Russian  hosts  were  soon  mingled  with  the 
yells  of  the  Turks,  who  fought  with  the  ferocity  of  tigers, 
charging  repeatedly  with  the  bayonet.  White-turbaned 
citizens  were  seen  rushing  into  the  fight,  hewing  with 
their  scimitars  ;  and  Lazi  mountaineers  springing  like 
wolves  from  behind  rocks,  and  charging  with  the 
clubbed  rifle  or  broad  two-edged  dagger.  The  grey- 
coated  Russians,  too,  fought  with  wondrous  courage  ; 
again  and  again  they  advanced  to  the  deadly  breast- 
works, and  were  blown  from  the  very  mouths  of  the 
guns  or  bayoneted  in  the  batteries.  As  the  action  con- 
tinued, and  each  new  movement  of  the  enemy  was  tried, 
the  excellence  of  Colonel  Lake's  batteries  was  fully 
proved.  Wherever  the  columns  of  the  enemy  were 
directed  they  found  themselves  under  a  flanking  fire  of 
heavy  guns ;  if  they  gained  possession  of  a  battery 
weaker  than  the  rest,  they  were  again  pounded  by  our 
artillery  from  some  battery  which  commanded  the 
weaker  point ;  meantime  any  assault  on  the  keys  of  our 
position  was  altogether  hopeless, — the  Colonel  himself 
under  a  heavy  fire,  directed  the  artillery  of  the  two  prin- 
cipal batteries,  and  well  did  the  Turkish  officers,  who  are 
second  to  none  in  the  world  in  their  practical  skill  in 
,  this  branch,  second  his  efforts.  I  am  unable  to  do 
justice  to  this  gallant  affair  of  the  Heights  of  Kars;  the 
battle  continued  without  intermission  for  seven  hours, 
and  about  midday  the  Russian  columns  were  seen  run- 
ning down  the  hills  much  faster  than  they  had  advanced, 
their  cavalry  and  horse  artillery  protecting  their  retreat. 
Two  of  our  forts,  named  Chim  Tabia  and  Tek  Tabia,  or 
the  one-gun  battery,  both  of  which  were  out  of  reach  of 
the  enemy's  light  guns,  fired  into  their  retreating 
columns  with  heavy  ordnance,  the  former  battery  es- 
pecially doing  much  execution.  Oh,  lor  two  regiments 
of  cavalry  to  complete  our  day's  work !  But  we  had  none, 
and  so  were  mortified  to  see  the  Russian  army,  or  what 
remained  of  it,  quietly  retreating  to  their  original  camp, 
but  not  without  considerable  symptoms  of  disorder.  I 
rode  round  the  batteries  soon  after  the  action,  which 
ended  about  11  a.m.  and  seldom  had  the  oldest  officer  seen 
a  more  terrible  sight ;  there  were  literally  piles  of  dead 
stripped  of  their  clothes  and  lying  in  various  postures, 
while  the  plaintive  cries  of  men  with  shattered  limbs 
arose  from  all  sides  from  amid  these  acres  of  defaced 
humanity.  I  have  no  time  to  go  into  further  details, 
nor  will  I  endeavour  to  form  a  calculation  of  the 
Russian  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  lest  I  be  accused  of 
exaggeration,  but  I  will  give  you  an  unadorned  fact. 
We  have  already  buried  upwards  of  4, 000  dead  Russians, 
numbers  of  the  enemy  also  crowd  our  hospitals,  where 
the  Turks  treat  them  as  musqfirs  or  guests,  a  sacred 
word  used  by  the  Mushir  Vassif  Pasha,  as  he  directed 
them  to  be  taken  care  of  even  more  than  our  own  men. 
Our  own  losses  are  scarcely  above  1,000."  In  a  postscript 
the  writer  says,  "  We  have  buried  already  6,300 
Russians ;  numbers  were  carried  off  by  the  enemy 
besides." 

A  letter  in  the  Times  gives  further  intelligence  from 
Kars,  down  to  the  10th  of  October  :  "Oct.  5. — Thejenemy 
shows  every  symptom  of  taking  a  final  departure,  but  I 
never  shall  feel  sure  he  is  gone  until  I  hear  of  his  being 
safe  in  Gumri.  Up  to  yesterday  our  people  report 
having  buried  0,500  men,  and  they  have  not  finished 
yet.      A    certain  number   of    troops  are  employed  in 


parties  under  an  officer ;  each  officer  reports  the  number 
he  buries  to  a  brigadier-general,  who  keeps  the  account ; 
so  that,  if  the  truth  is  to  be  got  out  of  a  Turk,  we  have 
some  hope  of  arriving  at  it;  but  deserters  and  others 
coming  in  from  camp  give  the  total  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  at  18,000  ! — among  the  former  are  said  to  be 
300  officers  killed.  This  I  can  readily  believe  as  the 
officers  were  always  to  the  front.  We  see  thousands  of 
carts  leaving  the  Russian  camps  every  day,  laden  with 
wounded  ;  some  are  carried  by  men  and  some  put  on 
horses,  for  want  of  carriage.  General  Baklanoff,  of  the 
Artillery,  was  killed,  and  Mouravieff  is  said  to  have 
wept  bitterly  at  his  funeral.  The  General  second  in 
command  is  also  said  to  be  killed,  and  many  other 
superior  officers.  The  Russians  showed  wonderful 
courage  in  standing  up  to  the  batteries  and  breastworks, 
which  was  pretty  well  proved  by  the  numbers  lying  in 
the  ditches  and  around  the  works.  The  Turks  fought 
more  like  demons  than  men,  and,  I  grieve  to  say,  their 
conduct  in  many  iustances  was  most  fiendish.  The 
Karslees,  or  inhabitants  of  Kars — a  fine  race  of  men, 
proverbial  for  their  hereditary  bravery — were  in  the 
very  thickest  of  the  fight,  greyheaded  men  and  young 
lads  alike  mingling  iu  the^  fray.  Many  of  them  had 
imbibed  an  intense  horror  of  the  Russians  from  the 
treatment  they  had  formerly  experienced  from  them — 
their  houses  robbed,  their  families  ill-treated,  and  every 
indignity  put  upon  them  ;  their  thirst  for  vengeance 
therefore,  was  great.  One  man,  who  shot  down  a  Russian, 
seeing  the  blood^spurting  out,  rushed  forward,  caught  the 
blood  in  his  two  hands  and  drank  it.  He  then  fastened 
on  the  body  with  his  teeth,  shook]  it  like  a  dog,  and 
bit  pieces  out.  The  troops  were  equally  ferocious,  and 
I  fear  bayoneted  many  a  wounded  man.  I  rode  about 
doing  my  best  to  prevent  it,  but  their  blood  was  up  and 
they  were  under  no  control.  You  saw  men  walking 
about  with  Russians'  heads  stuck  on  the  ends  of  their 
bayonets,  and,  in  short,  I  cannot  describe  the  whole 
scene.  However,  they  soon  subsided,  and  became  as 
tractable  as  ever  again.  No  troops  in  the  world  ever 
fought  better.  I  do  not  know  at  what  number  General 
Williams  puts  the  two  forces  in  his  despatch,  as  I  have 
not  seen  it,  but  I  fancy  30,000  Russians  must  have  been 
in  the  field,  while  we  had  from  7,000  to  9,000  engaged 
altogether.  We  sent  reinforcements  up  just  at  the  end, 
which  may  have  brought  the  force  up  to  the  latter 
number;  but,  for  the  most  part  of  the  time,  I  should 
say  7,000  was  the  outside  number.  It  is  wonderful  how 
little  the  works  were  damaged,  considering  the  heavy 
and  continued  firing  kept  up.  We  have  now  put  them 
all  in  order  again,  for  fear  of  another  attack  ;  but  I 
scarcely  think  it  probable.  Our  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  amounts  to  between  1,000  and  1,100;  many 
of  the  latter  have  since  died.  We  lost  a  few 
officers  (Turks),  but  none  of  the  English  officers 
suffered,  strange  to  say.  We  have  got  four  Russian 
officers  here,  three  badly  wounded,  and  one  taken 
prisoner  unhurt  ;  about  150  wounded  Russians,  and  50 
prisoners,  but  I  do  not  exactly  know  the  numbers.  Our 
men  neither  gave  nor  asked  for  quarter.  The  hospitals 
are  quite  crowded  ;  for,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  cholera  is 
still  very  bad,  and  men  are  dying  every  day  in  numbers. 
If  the  Russians  go  away,  I  fancy  General  Williams  will 
proceed  to  Erzeroum,  and  I  am  to  be  left  here.  Of 
course,  I  do  not  look  forward  to  it  with  much  pleasure, 
for  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  winter,  and  the  cold  is 
intense.  The  town  is  half  unroofed  to  supply  us  with 
firewood  ;  the  Russians  have  laid  waste  the  whole  of  the 
surrounding  country,  having  set  fire  to  every  place. 
Every  village  is  deserted,  and  the  houses  pulled  down ; 
and,  in  short,  I  know  not  what  the  population  will  do 
next  year,  for  there  will  be  no  grain  of  any  kind.  A 
great  deal  in  my  opinion,  depended  on  our  being  able  to 
keep  this  place.  I  need  not  dwell  on  what  the  result 
would  have  been  if  we  had  lost  it,  for  you  know  better 
than  I  can  tell  you.  This  last  crowning  act  of  the 
campaign  carries  with  it  more  good  than  at  first  appears. 
If  Omar  Pasha  has  not  been  asleep,  he  must  be  already 
near  Tiflis,  but  even  if  he  has,  from  necessity  or  other 
causes,  delayed  his  march  on  that  place,  he  will  now 
have  to  encounter  an  army  weaker  in  numerical  strength 
by,  say  at  least  10,000  men,  but  most  probably  more, 
and,  from  all  accounts,  in  a  most  dispirited  if    not  dis- 
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organised  state.  At  tins  very  moment,  I  believe  the 
garrison  of  Gumri  to  consist  of  not  more  than  400  or 
500  men,  and  if  we  had  only  had  our  artillery 
horses  and  a  few  regiments  of  cavalry,  we  might 
have  kept  this  Russian  army  in  check  still  longer,  and 
have  thus  considerably  facilitated  Omar  Pasha's 
movements.  Thousands  of  our  horses  lie  under- 
ground,   and     our    artillery    is    quite     crippled. 

Oct.  7. — We  found  it  impossible  to  send  out  a  post, 
for  we  are  still  surrounded  by  the  Russians.  We 
fancied  we  saw  symptoms  of  a  move,  but  they  are  still 
here.  No  one  knows  what  Omar  Pasha  is  about.  I 
fear  he  has  not  commenced  his  operations,  or  Mouravieff 
would  not  dare  to  remain.  It  may  be  that  he  cannot 
yet  remove  his  wounded.  Each  day  he  sends  off 
hundreds  of  carts  laden  with  stores  and  wounded.  We 
still  hear  reports  of  another  attack.  On  the  strength  of 
it  we  have  made  three  new  redoubts  in  places  where  ex- 
perience has  now  taught  us  that  they  may  be  useful. 
We  made  all  our  field  magazines  on  Pasley's  triangular 
profile,  and  had  no  accident;  a  shell  burst  on  one  of 
them,  but  did  no  mischief.  There  were  many  acts  of 
individual  daring  on  the  29th,  and  among  them  I  must 
mention  that  of  some  women  who  volunteered  to  take 
water  from  below  to  the  men  engaged  on  the  heights; 
two  young  girls  of  sixteen  and  eighteen  were  killed 
while  doing  this  charitable  action.  Cholera  is,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  making  sad  havoc  among  us,  and  we  lose  a 
great  many  men  and  officers  every  day.  Our  winter 
has  regularly  set  in,  and  the  snow  is  on  the  tops  of  the 

mountains. Oct.    10. — The   enemy    still  surrounds 

us,  and  I  see  no  certain  sign  of  a  move  ;  they  may  go  at 
any  hour." 


The  following  detailed  account  of  the  capture  of  the 
Russian  fortress  of  Kinburn,  in  the  estuary  of  the 
Dnieper  (briefly  mentioned  in  last  month's  Narrative) 
is  given  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Times  : — "  October 
17.  Kinburn  has  fallen  after  a  short  hut  most  desperate 
defence.  Early  this  morning  the  Russians  perceived 
that  the  French  had  crept  up  during  the  night  to  the 
ruined  village,  and  were  busily  engaged  in  making  their 
first  parallel,  under  cover  of  the  houses,  at  about  700  or 
650  yards  from  the  place,  whereupon  they  opened  a 
brisk  fire  upon  them  from  the  guns  en  barbette  in  the 
eastern  curtain  ;  and  were  answered  by  two  French  field 
pieces  from  the  screen  of  a  broken  wall.  It  was  a  dull 
grey  dawn,  with  a  wind  off  the  shore,  and  the  sea  was 
quite  calm.  The  fleet  was  perfectly  still,  but  the  mortar 
vessels,  floating  batteries,  and  gunboats  were  getting  up 
steam,  and  before  nine  o'clock  they  were  seen  'leaving 
the  rest  of  the  armada  and  taking  up  their  position  on 
the  south  side  of  the  fort,  the  three  floating  batteries 
being  close  in  with  the  casemates,  and  the  mortar  ves- 
sels and  gunboats  being  further  away  and  more  to  the 
eastward,  so  as  to  attack  the  angle  of  the  fort,  and  fight 
the  guns  which  were  on  the  curtains  en  barbette.  The 
floating  batteries  opened  with  a  magnificent  crash,  at 
9.30  a.m.,  and  one  in  particular  distinguished  itself  for 
the  regularity,  precision,  and  weight  of  its  fire  through- 
out the  day.  The  enemy  replied  with  alacrity,  and  the 
batteries  must  have  been  put  to  a  severe  test,  for  the 
water  was  splashed  into  pillars  by  shot  all  over  them. 
At  10.10  the  bombs  opened  fire.  At  11.10  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  long  barrack,  and  speedily  spread  from  end 
to  end  of  the  fort,  driving  the  artillerymen  from  their 
guns,  while  small  explosions  of  supply  ammunition  took 
place  inside.  At  11.15  the  Russian  Jack  was  shot 
away,  and  was  not  replaced ;  the  firing  became  tre- 
mendous. Admiral  Stewart,  in  the  Valorous,  and  the 
French  admiral  (second  in  command),  in  the  Asmodee, 
followed  by  eleven  steamers,  came  round  the  Spit  battery 
into  Cherson  bay,  delivering  broadsides  and  engaging  the 
batteries  as  they  passed,  and  they  were  preceded  by  the 
Hannibal,  which  ripped  up  Kinburn  with  her  broad- 
sides. The  fire  raged  more  furiously,  fed  by  constant 
bombs  and  rockets,  and  at  12.35  a  fresh  fire  burst  out  in 
the  fort.  At  the  same  time  the  Valorous,  Asmodee, 
and  steam  frigates  opened  broadsides  on  the  fort,  and 
the  nine  line-of-battle  ships  came  up  in  magnificent 
style,  and  took'.up  their  position  at  the  seaward  face  of 
the  fort,  already  seriously  damaged  by  the  tremendous 
fire   of    the    floating   batteries,    gunboats,    and    mortar 


vessels.  .  .  .  The  storm  of  shot  from  this  great  ordnance 
is  appalling.  The  very  earth  seems  flying  into  dust,  and 
the  fiery  embers  of  the  fort  are  thrown  into  columns  of 
sparks  by  the  shot.  Still  the  Russians  stand  to  the 
only  guns  they  have  left.  The  broadsides  increase  in 
vigour,  and  at  last  a  white  flag  is  waved  by  a  single  man 
from  the  rampart.  Boats  with  flags  of  truce  push  off, 
and  they  learn  that  the  garrison  is  willing  to  surrender. 
At  2  p.m.  the  firing  ceases,  and  1,100  men  march  into 
our  lines,  several  of  them  quite  drunk,  carrying  off 
food  and  drink,  and  the  officers  bearing  their  side  arms. 
The  garrison  consisted  of  the  29th  Regiment  and  of  100 
artillerymen.  200  are  said  to  be  killed,  and  400  or  500 
wounded  ;  but  admittance  to  the  town  is  denied  by  the 
French,  as  it  is  said  that  the  Governor  is  in  the  powder 
magazine  inflamed  to  madness,  and  watching  the  chance 
of  the  victors  entering  to  fire  the  mine,  which  is  well 
stored  with  powder.  We  shall  know  more  to-morrow." 
"  Thursday,  October  18. — When  the  flag  was  waved 
from  the  parapet,  a  boat,  each  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
pushed  off  from  the  English  and  French  Admirals,  and 
at  the  same  time  Sir  Houston  Stewart  proceeded  to 
shore  near  the  battery,  where  he  found  the  French 
General  advancing  to  parley  with  the  Governor.  Major- 
General  Kokonovitch  advanced  with  a  sword  and  pistol 
in  one  hand  and  a  pistol  in  the  other,  and  threw  down 
his  sword  at  the  officer's  feet,  and  discharged  his  pistols 
into  the  ground,  or  at  least  pulled  the  triggers  with  the 
muzzle  pointing  downwards,  in  token  of  surrender. 
He  was  moved  to  tears,  and  as  he  left  the  fort  he  turned 
round  and  made  some  passionate  exclamation  in 
Russian,  of  which  the  interpreter  could  only  make  out, 
'  Oh,  Kinburn  !  Kinburn  !  Glory  of  Suwaroff  and  my 
shame,  I  abandon  you,'  or  something  to  that  effect. 
As  the  garrison  marched  out  they  were  ordered  to  pile 
their  arms,  but  many  of  them  threw  them  on  the  ground 
at  the  feet  of  the  conquerors,  with  rage  and  mortifica 
tion  depicted  in  their  features.  It  appears  that  the 
second  in  command,  whose  name  is  something  like 
Saranovitch — a  Pole  by  birth — inflamed  by  courage 
and  its  Dutch  ally,  declared  he  would  not  surrender, 
and  that  he  was  prepared  to  blow  up  the  magazine 
before  the  enemy  should  enter,  and  he  was  sup- 
ported by  the  officer  of  engineers  and  by  the  officer 
of  artillery.  Amid  the  crash  of  failing  buildings,  the 
explosions  of  mortars,  the  thunder  of  the  fleet,  and  the 
smoke  and  flames  of  their  crumbling  batteries,  the 
Russians  held  a  hasty  council  of  war,  at  which  it  was 
put  to  the  vote  whether  they  should  surrender  or  not, 
and  the  majority  carried  the  question  in  the  affirmative, 
on  the  side  of  humanity  and  reason,  In  vain  the 
fanatic  Pole,  the  artilleryman,  and  engineer  tried  to 
persuade  the  Governor  and  the  majority  to  persist  in 
the  madness  and  folly  of  continuing  their  passive  re- 
sistance, for  active  opposition  was  out  of  their  power. 
'  We  can  hold  out  for  a  week,'  said  they.  '  What 
then  ?'  asked  the  Governor.  '  You  have  not  been  able 
to  fire  a  shot  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Are  you 
likely  to  be  in  a  better  state  two  hours  hence,  and,  above 
all,  where  are  the  men  to  live  meantime  ?'  Such  argu- 
ments, enforced  by  tremendous  broadsides  and  by  the 
knocks  of  the  admirals  with  cannon  balls  against  every 
side  of  the  fort  prevailed,  and  the  white  flag  was  hoisted, 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  humane  sailor  in  the 
allied  fleet,  the  men  of  which  could  feel  no  pleasure  in 
destroying  a  brave  enemy,  and  much  more  to  the 
gratification  of  those  who  were  allowed  to  cease  a 
demonstration  of  hopeless  courage.  Kokonovitch  wept 
as  he  threw  down  the  pen  with  which  he  signed  the 
articles  of  surrender,  but  he  had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed 
of  his  defence.  By  the  capitulation  the  garrison  were 
permitted. to  retire  with  everything  except  their  arms, 
ammunition,  and  guns  :  the  officers  were  allowed  to 
wear  their  swords,  the  men  to  carry  off  their  knapsacks, 
clothing,  regimental  bugles,  church  property,  relics, 
and  pictures.  When  the  Major  General  was  asked  to 
use  his  influence,  or  to  give  a  pledge  that  no  harm 
should  befall  the  allies  who  might  enter  the  place,  he 
said  he  would  do  so,  '  but  at  the  same  time  I  must  tell 
you,'  added  he,  '  that  the  flames  are  at  this  moment 
very  near  the  grand  magazine.'  This  was  a  friendly 
caution,  which  produced,  of  course,  a  corresponding 
effect,  and  steps  were  taken  at  once  to  prevent  any  such 
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lamentable  losses  as  were  caused  after  the  evacuation  of 
Sebastopol  by  the  rashness  of  the  troops.  The  second 
in  command,  the  artillery  officer,  and  the  engineer, 
finding  themselves  deserted  by  officers  and  men, 
abandoned  their  suicidal  determination,  and  sur- 
rendered themselves,  and  Kinburn  was  ours,  as  far  as 
the  flames  and  smoke  would  allow  us  to  occupy  it.  The 
northern  forts  on  the  Spit  were  not  aware  for  some 
time  of  the  reduction  of  the  principal  battery,  or  at 
least  paid  no  attention  to  it,  and  hammered  away  for 
some  time  from  one  gun,  till  a  shot  from  the  Terrible 
utterly  destroyed  the  casemate." 

The  subsequent  operations  of  the  Allied  squadrons  in 
the  estuary  of  the  Dnieper  and  the  waters  of  the  Boug 
have  been  confined  to  an  active  inspection  of  the  former 
as  far  as  the  mouths  of  the  river  ;  and  a  cruise  up  the 
latter,  until  arrested  by  a  battery  planted  half-way 
down  the  cliff,  at  a  point  where  a  spit  of  sand  narrows 
the  channel.  From  the  decks  and  tops  of  the  ships  the 
visible  parts  of  the  steppe  are  seen  to  be  covered  with 
cattle,  farm-houses,  and  stacks  of  hay  and  corn.  The 
Spitfire  discovered  two  large  rafts  of  white  oak,  valued 
at  20,000^.,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper,  and  brought 
them  off.  The  larger  raft  was  450  feet  long,  100  feet 
wide,  G  feet  deep,  and  had  a  house  upon  it.  The  troops 
had  moved  along  the  Spit  of  Kinburn,  destroying  the 
nearer  villages.  The  Russians  subsequently  advanced 
to  Vassilievka.  It  has  been  resolved  that  the  French 
shall  garrison  Kinburn  during  the  winter. 

On  the  intelligence  of  the  taking  of  Kinburn  reaching 
Marshal  Pelissier's  head  quarters,  he  issued  an  order  of 
the  day,  dated  Sebastopol,  October  20,  congratulating 
the  army  on  the  event.  "  The  army  (he  said)  will 
learn  with  joy  the  announcement  of  a  fresh  success.  The 
flags  of  England  and  France  have  since  the  17th  floated 
on  the  walls  of  Kinburn.  The  key  to  the  mouths  of 
the  Boug  and  of  the  Dnieper  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Allied  armies.  Surrounded  on  the  sea  side  by  the 
squadrons  of  Admirals  Bruat  and  Lyons,  and  on  the 
land  side  by  the  Anglo-French  division  under  General 
Bazaine,  the  fort  of  Kinburn  capitulated  after  a  bom- 
bardment of  five  hours  and  a  half.  Its  garrison,  com- 
posed of  one  general  officer,  ten  other  officers,  and 
1,380  soldiers,  left  the  place  with  the  honours  of  war, 
and  surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war,  abandoning  in  the 
fort  17-i  pieces  of  cannon,  25,000  projectiles,  120,000 
cartridges,  with  ammunition  and  supplies  of  different 
kinds.  The  day  of  the  17th  October,  in  which  the 
fleet  and  the  army  so  happily  united  their  efforts  for 
the  same  object,  adds  to  the  glory  and  the  renown  of 
the  Allied  armies.  The  success  thus  obtained  terrified 
the  Russians,  who,  in  their  despair,  on  the  following 
day  blew  up  the  fort  of  Otchakoff  and  three  batteries 
near  it.  Kinburn  in  our  hands  will  become  a  formidable 
menace  against  Nicolaieff  and  Kherson." 

I  No  operations  of  importance  have  taken  place  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sebastopol.  The  intended  movement 
of  Sir  Colin  Campbell  in  Eupatoria  (mentioned  in  our 
last  month's  Xarrative)  did  not  take  place.  General 
Simpson,  in  a  despatch  dated  October  20,  says  :  "  I  in- 
formed your  Lordship,  in  my  despatch  of  the  13th 
instant,  that  the  Highland  Division,  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  were  to  proceed  to  Eupa- 
toria and  co-operate  with  ;the  French ;  but  upon  the 
receipt  of  your  telegiaphic  despatch  of  the  13th  instant, 
apprising  me  that  the  Russians  had  resolved  to  hazard 
a  battle  and  attack  the  Allies,  I  did  not  consider  myself 
justified  in  weakening  the  force  under  my  command  by 
so  many  men,  and  I  therefore  countermanded  the 
movement."  Several  forward  movements  have  been 
made  from  Eupatoria,  with  the  view  of  bringing  the 
enemy  to  an  engagement.  A  movement  of  this  kind 
was  made  on  the  22nd  of  October,  of  which  an  account 
is  given  by  Lord  George  Paget,  who  commanded  the 
English  cavalry.  The  movement  was  made  in  two 
columns ;  one,  chiefly  Turkish,  marching  along  the 
strip  of  land  between  the  sea  and  Lake  Sasik  ;  the  other 
going  North  of  the  lake,  and  moving  by  Karagourt  and 
Temesh.  This  part  of  the  force  was  under  General 
d'Allonville  himself,  and  at  Tuzla  he  offered  battle  to 
the  enemy  ;  but  it  was  declined,  after  an  interchange  of 
shots  at  long  range.     Joining  the  second  column  at  Silk, 


the  whole  returned,  on  the  21th,  by  the  coast  road  to 
Eupatoria.  Casualties  in  the  British  force,  from  want 
of  water — two  troop-horses  and  three  mules.  Another 
movement  was  made  on  the  27th  of  October,  of  which 
the  following  account  is  given  by  Marshal  Pelissier : — 
"  Sebastopol,  Nov.  2.— On  the  27th  of  October  last, 
General  D'Allonville,  with  twenty-four  battalions, 
thirty-eight  squadrons,  and  fifty-six  guns,  advanced 
along  the  road  from  Eupatoria  to  Simpheropol,  as  far  as 
the  Chotobar  ravine.  He  ^  found  the  Russians  firmly 
established  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine,  where 
they  had  constructed  an  intrenchment,  defended  by 
thirty-six  32-pounders.  A  few  men  and  horses  in  our 
ranks  were  struck  at  long  range.  Every  attempt  made 
to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engagement  outside  of  this 
strong  position  faded.  Ten  Russian  squadrons  fell  back 
before  four  Turkish  squadrons,  whom  General  d'Allon- 
ville had  sent  against  them.  On  the  following  day  the 
same  manoeuvres  were  renewed,  with  no  better  result. 
The  want  of  water  in  front  of  Sak,  and  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  fodder,  decided  the  General  on  returning  to 
Eupatoria  on  the  29th  The  environs  of  this  place,  for 
a  great  distance  round,  have  been  wholly  abandoned 
by  the  Russians." 

The  stone  docks  of  Sebastopol  (among  the  greatest 
and  most  magnificent  works  of  their  kind  in  the  world) 
are  about  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Allies.  The  en- 
gineering operations  for  their  destruction  are  under- 
taken by  the  English  and  French  jointly.  These  ope- 
rations are  described  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
News:  "  There  are  six  docks,  arranged  in  two  rows  of 
three  docks,  one  row  behind  the  other.  The  two  sets 
of  docks  are  separated  from  each  other  by  a  very  large 
and  capacious  basin.  The  first  series,  that  nearest  to 
the  head  of  the  Karabelnaia  port,  is  constructed  for  the 
reception  of  vessels  drawing  21  feet  of  water  ;  thesecond, 
for  drawing  18  feet  of  water.  They  are  built  of  care- 
fully cut  white  limestone,  edged  with  a  close-grained 
fine  granite  ;  and  in  every  part  wherever  there  is  more 
than  the  usual  liability  to  wear  and  detrition,  whether 
from  friction,  strain,  or  weather,  or  where  particular 
support,  this  latter  kind  of  stone  is  used  in  place  of  the 
former.  At  certain  intervals  where  openings  have 
been  left  in  the  sides  of  the  docks  to  admit  of  descent 
by  flights  of  stone  steps,  are  seen  some  highly  polished 
blocks  of  red  granite,  magnificent  in  size  and  quality, 
which  are  said  to  have  been  brought  all  the  distance 
from  Aberdeen.  The  iron  gates,  of  enormous  size,  and 
the  machinery  by  which  they  are  opened  and  closed,  are 
all  of  the  most  careful  workmanship.  Close  to  the 
docks  themselves  is  a  large  engine-house,  and'uear  it  is 
seen  the  termination  of  the  aqueduct  from  Tchorgoun. 
The  docks  were  filled  from  this  source,  and  the  pumps 
are  so  arranged  that  each  dock  could  be  filled  or 
emptied  irrespective  of  the  remainder.  Thus  one  dock 
could  be  employed  as  a  dry  dock  while  a  vessel  was 
afloat  in  the  dock  adjoining.  Since  the  stream  flowing 
along  the  aqueduct  was  diverted  by  the  Allies,  the 
docks  have  remained  dry,  and  many  fragments  of  shells 
as  well  as  round  shot  are  now  to  be  seen  scattered 
about  them  and  over  the  floor  of  the  great  basin. 
Alongside  of  the  docks  are  spacious  wharves,  and  all 
the  various  workshops,  sheds,  and  houses  used  by  the 
artisans  and  labourers  in  the  dockyard  employ.  These 
wharves  are  continuous  with  those  of  the  Karabelnaia 
harbour,  terminating  at  Fort  Paul,  where  the  lofty 
store  buildings  are  placed  which  were  partly  converted 
into  hospitals  when  the  barrack  hospitals  were  no 
longer  tenable,  and  when  so  many  dead  and  wounded 
were  left  on  the  9th  of  September.  The  docks  lie  in  a 
deep  hollow,  having  on  one  side  the  hill  crowned  by  the 
barracks  and  other  public  buildings  which  separate 
them  from  the  water  of  the  south  harbour,']  and  on  the 
other  the  high  ground  at  the  back  of  the  Malakhoff- 
hill,  and  covered  by  the  houses  of  [the  Karabelnaia 
suburb.  The  lofty  dockyard  wall  is  on  the  high  ground 
and  encloses  the  whole  of  the  small  valley  occupied  by 
the  docks  and  surrounding  buildings  ;  and  on  entering 
the  enclosure  through  an  opening  in  the  wall,  which  is 
at  present  doubly  guarded  by  both  an  English  and 
French  sentry,  a  very  considerable  descent  has  to  be 
made  before  reaching  the  level  ground  below.  It  was 
from  this  cause  that  none  of  the  docks  could  be  seen 
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from  any  part  of  our  approaches,  although  that  part  of 
the  wall  near  the  barracks,  as  well  as  the  wall  at  right 
angles  to  it  stretching  towards  the  suburb,  wrere  plainly 
visible  in  the  dip  between  the  Great  Redan  and 
Malakhoff  hills.  The  English  engineers  are  preparing 
to  destroy  the  three  docks  first  reached  on  entering  by 
the  opening  just  mentioned ;  the  French,  those  nearest 
to  the  Karabelnaia  port.  They  have  adopted  different 
methods  for  effecting  this  object.  The  English  en- 
gineers are  sinking  shafts  at  certain  intervals  outside 
the  walls  of  the  several  docks ;  the  French  engineers 
are  excavating  galleries  beneath  the  foundations  of 
those  which  are  in  their  hands.  The  French  method 
will  probably  be  the  most  complete,  but  as  they  have 
to  work  in  the  rock  beneath  the  paved  stone  of  the 
dock,  it  is  by  far  the  more  laborious.  By  the  English 
plan,  the  shaft  is  sunk  through  a  gravelly  soil  of  recent 
formation,  and  has  to  be  supported  by  wooden  linings. 
The  force  of  the  charge  will  be  directed  against  the  side 
walls,  and  the  masonry  will  be  projected  into  the 
bottom  of  the  dock.  By  the  French  plan  the  founda- 
tion, as  well  as  the  walls,  will  be  raised  and  broken  up, 
and  the  whole  will  fall  in  a  heap  of  ruin,  such  as  we 
now  behold  the  remains  of  Fort  Paul,  the  most  success- 
ful of  Russian  mining.  Looking  down  on  the  docks  of 
the  Karabelnaia  from  the  high  ground  near  the  en- 
trance, there  appears  such  a  perfect  unity  in  their 
design,  the  scale  on  which  they  are  built  is  so  magni- 
ficent, the  execution  of  the  work  so  perfect,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  watch  the  operations  of  the  miners  for 
their  destruction,  without  a  feeling  of  regret  that  so 
vast  an  expenditure  of  wealth  and  labour,  such  toil  of 
mind  and  ingenuity  of  thought,  should  have  been  em- 
ployed and  exercised  to  so  little  good  result ;  and 
further,  that  it  should  not  now  be  consistent  with 
international  policy  that,  instead  of  demolition,  their 
capacity  should  be  converted  into  more  profitable  uses 
for  the  future.  It  is  presumed  that  although  all  the 
preparations  are  to  be  completed,  the  actual  explosion  of 
the  mines  will  not  take  place  until  future  operations 
shall  induce  the  necessity  of  the  troops  quitting  their 
position." 

The  aspect  of  Balaklava  is  described  by  the  correspon- 
dent of  the  Daily  Neics. — "  In  Balaklava  there  is  a 
High  Street,  a  Railway  Street,  and  a  Raglan  Square  : 
not  that  I  can  say  much  for  the  architecture  of  the 
houses,  the  majority  of  the  buildings  being  simply  huts 
used  as  stores  and  barracks  ;  but  at  Kadikoi  or  the 
bazaar  there  is  some  attempt  at  regularity.  The  number 
of  grocers  and  drinking-houses  in  this  small  collection  of 
wooden  buildings  is  astonishing;  but  the  three  best 
stores  are  Oppenheim  and  Co.'s,  Silver  and  Co.'s,  and 
Crockford  and  Co.'s  ;  and  with  these  three  most  of  the 
English  officers  deal.  When  riding  through  this  village 
the  other  morning  I  noticed  the  following  sign-boards — 
'  James  Golborn  and  Co.,  of  London  ' ;  '  Thomas  Booker 
and  Co.,  agents  to  J.  W.  Silver  and  Co.,  London  r.nd 
Liverpool';  'Oppenheim  and  Co.,  restuant  only  for 
officers';  'Ariel  Store — J.  Lawson';  'Dickens  and 
Warren,  London';  '  Coockford  and  Co.,  wine-merchants, 
of  St.  James's  Street,  London '  ;  '  The  Navy  and  Army 
Hotel,  London  ' ;  '  Restaurant  du  Lunion  —  Bierre 
Liqurs  '  ;  '  Refreshments,  London  —  Restaurant  de 
Rome  '  ;  '  Sellier  Satller ' ;  '  Railway  Tavern  and 
Eating  Room,  by  Jas.  Matthews,  London  ' ;  '  Restaurant 
des  Officers  Allies.'  This  last  establishment  is  clean  and 
well  served  in  every  way,  although  not  much  frequented 
by  the  English." 

Dr.  Hall  furnishes  a  pretty  satisfactory  account  of  the 
health  of  the  army.  The  number  admitted  into  the 
hospitals  for  the  week  ending  9th  October  was  1550,  of 
whom  51  died  ;  in  the  following  week,  the  number  was 
1626,  of  whom  51  died.  The  men  were  well  clothed  and 
fed.  Colonel  M'Murdo,  in  his  weekly  report  on  the  state 
of  the  Land  Transport  Corps,  gives  a  favourable  o.pinion 
on  the  progress  of  its  organisation.  The  corps  had 
14,737  animals  on  the  10th  October.  Young  English 
drivers  had  arrived,  "a  timely  resource,"  for  "the 
natives  had  begun  to  desert  in  great  numbers."  He 
mentions  that  a  "  floating  factory""  had  arrived,  which 
"brought  Woolwich"  to  the  British  army  in  the 
Crimea.     He  reports  well  of  the  state  of  the  roads. 

The  Daily  News  correspondent  describes  the  state  of 


the  General  Hospital  in  Balaklava. — "It  consists  of  a 
square  stone  building  and  twenty-one  huts.  The  former 
is  occupied  by  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  latter  by 
army  works  corps  men,  navvies,  engineers,  civilians,  and 
sailors  from  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  in  the  proportion 
now  of  about  eleven  inmates  to  each  hut.  Attached  to 
the  General  Hospital  are  fourteen  nuns,  who  lately 
arrived  froni  Kululee  Hospital,  on  the  Bosphorus.  One 
of  them  to  every  three  huts  is  employed  in  attending  the 
sick,  and  the  remainder  attend  the  soldiers  in  the  stone 
building.  Dr.  Hall,  I  believe,  originally  only  applied 
for  the  services  of  four  Sisters  of  Mercy,  but  the 
Roman  catholic  clergyman  at  the  head  of  the  whole 
charity  sent  all  that  there  were  at  Kululee,  and  they 
arrived  in  the  Crimea  with  Miss  Nightingale  from 
Scutari  about  a  fortnight  back.  When  riding  up  under 
the  castle  to  the  Sanatorium,  where  the  wounded  are, 
I  met  three  protestant  military  chaplains,  who  were 
actually  bigoted  enough  to  state  that  they  were  glad  the 
"  sisters "  were  not  with  them,  quite  forgetting, 
apparently,  the  services  they  might  perform  for  the 
sick.  To  this  hospital  are  attached  about  eight  nurses, 
who  not  only  attend  upon  the  men,  but  they  also  cook 
the  different  comforts  for  both  men  and  officers,  the 
latter  occupying  one  hut.  To  the  south  of  the  huts  is  a 
large  one,  which  has  just  been  doubly  lined  for  the 
winter,  and  in  which  the  nurses  and  Miss  Nightingale 
live,  the  latter  having  about  one  quarter  of  the  hut 
divided  into  two  rooms,  which  certainly  are  but  very 
scantily  furnished — a  bed,  shelf,  table,  and  chair  com- 
prising almost  all,  except  a  few  bibles  and  testaments, 
&c." 

Painful  accounts  are  given  of  the  prevalence  of 
drunkenness  in  the  army.  The  correspondent  of  the 
Times  says: — "Yesterday  was  Sunday.  I  rode  into 
Balaklava  at  one  p.  m.,  through  Kadikoi  Major, 
and  returned,  towards  dusk,  through  Kadikoi 
Minor.  The  sights  I  saw,  both  going  and  returning, 
were  enough  to  make  an  Englishman  despair  of  his 
countrymen.  All  along  the  road  were  men — not  only 
privates  but  non-commissioned  officers — in  every  stage 
of  drunkenness.  Sobriety  was  really  the  exception,  in- 
toxication the  rule.  Noisy  groups,  flushed  and  unsteady 
with  drink,  were  interspersed  with  staggering  sots  who 
could  not  keep  on  their  legs.  Two  Highlanders,  one  of 
them  on  the  ground,  the  other  making  violent  and 
fruitless  efforts  to  get  his  comrade  to  stand  up,  were 
affording,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  great  amusement  to  a 
number  of  French  road-makers.  Sunday  is  not  a  day  of 
rest  for  the  French  working-parties.  Three  hours 
later  I  passed  a  group  of  three  non-commissioned 
officers  of  some  line  regiment.  The  centre  man  was 
kept  from  falling  only  by  the  supp  rt  of  the  two  others, 
themselves  far  from  sober,  and  the  trio  made  the  most 
of  the  road  after  the  most  approved  fashion.  Numbers 
of  officers  musthave  met  this  group,  and  the  natural  and 
proper  course  would  have  been  to  take  their  names  and 
send  them  at  once  to  their  quarters  under  arrest ;  but 
drunkenness  here  has  reached  such  a  pitch  that  it  would 
be  an  endless  task  to  do  this.  The  tavern  booths  of  the 
Old  Kadikoi  were  crowded  with  drinkers,  and  rang 
with  oaths,  obscenity,  and  brawls.  Notwithstanding 
the  closing  of  many  of  the  establishments  there,  the 
place  is  still  a  scene  of  life  and  bustle,  while  Little 
Kadikoi,  hard  by  the  Guards'  camp,  has  not  upon  week- 
days the  appearance  of  doing  much  business.  But  in 
the  evening  when  the  working-parties  come  off  duty, 
and  on  Sundays,  when  they  have  none  to  do,  it  is  as 
much  thronged"  as  the  booths  on  a  race-course  or  at  a 
fair,  or  as  the  hack  slums  of  a  seaport  town  when  half-** 
dozen  men-of-war  have  just  been  paid  off.  Drink,  of 
course,  is  nearly  the  sole  object  of  its  frequenters,  and 
drink,  not  in  moderation,  but  to  the  most  beastly  excess. 
Yesterday  towards  nightfall,  it  was  more  than  several 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  patrols,  could  do 
to  maintain  something  like  order,  and  master  the  in- 
subordinate and  refractory  drunkards 

Considering  that,  besides  his  working  pay,  the  soldier 
gets  13rf.  a  day  to  spend,  it  is  hard  to  see  what  objection 
there  can  be  to  invest  the  other  8d.  for  his  future  welfare, 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  be  squandered  in  the  pot-house. 
Unless  you  took  him  by  the  arm  and  led  him  up  to 
the  tap,  you  could  hardly  do  more  to  induce  him  to 
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drink  than  by  giving  him  Is.  9d.  to  spend  here,  where 
drink  is  literally  the  only  thing  he  can  spend  it  in. 
The  good  qualities  of  the  British  soldier  have  been  often 
proved  and  extolled,  and  are  admired  by  all ;  but 
sobriety  is  certainly  not  one  of  his  virtues  ;  he  will 
drink  if  you  give  him  money,  and  drink,  as  he  does 
here,  until  he  brings  himself  to  a  level  with  the  beast." 

In  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  practice 
among  the  officers  of  applying  for  leave  of  absence  from 
the  army,  General  Simpson  has  issued  the  following 
general  order: — "The  Commander  of  the  Forces  has 
been  much  surprised  at  the  numerous  applications  for 
leave  of  absence  which  have  lately  reached  him  from 
officers  of  all  ranks  in  the  army.  He  has  to  remind 
them  that  they  are  still  in  the  presence  of  a  powerful 
enemy  ;  moreover  that  they  have  duties  to  perform  in 
camp  not  less  important  than  those  in  the  field ;  and 
that  the  instruction,  discipline,  and  well-being  of  the 
troops  are  subjects  which  require  the  earnest  attention 
of  all  good  soldiers." 

Sir  William  Codrington  has  succeeded  General  Simp- 
son (who  has  resigned)  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
British  army  in  the  Crimea. 

Lieutenant-General  Sir  Colin  Campbell  has  returned 
to  England,  having  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  account 
of  urgent  private  affairs.  His  absenting  himself  at  this 
time  has  been  ascribed  to  dissatisfaction  at  the  appoint- 
ment of  General  Codrington  to  the  command  of  the 
army.  But  it  appears  that  Sir  Colin  had  obtained  his 
leave  of  absence  before  the  intelligence  of  General  Cod- 
rington's  appointment  could  have  reached  the  Crimea. 

Prince  Gortschakoff  has  announced  his  determination 
not  to  evacuate  the  Crimea,  by  an  order  of  the  day, 
dated  the  25th  of  October :—"  His  Imperial  Majesty, 
our  master,  having  charged  me  to  thank,  in  his  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  Russia,  the  valiant  warriors  who 
have  defended  the  south  side  of  Sebastopol  with  so 
much  abnegation,  courage,  and  perseverance,  is  per- 
suaded that  the  army,  after  having  acquired  liberty  of 
operations  in  the  field,  will  continue  by  all  possible 
efforts  to  defend  the  soil  of  Holy  Russia  against  the 
invasion  of  the  enemy.  But,  as  formerly  it  pleased  the 
solicitude  of  the  father  of  the  great  family  (the  army)  to 
order,  in  his  lofty  foresight,  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
at  Sebastopol,  in  order  to  spare  at  the  last  moment  as 
much  Russian  blood  as  po^sible,  so  now  the  Emperor 
has  also  invested  me  with  full  powers  to  continue  or 
cease  the  defence  of  our  positions  in  the  Crimea,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  Valiant  warriors !  you  know 
what  our  duty  is.  We  will  not  voluntarily  abandon 
this  country,  in  which  St.  Vladimir  received  the  water 
of  grace,  after  having  been  converted  to  the  Christianity 
we  adore.  But  there  are  conditions  which  sometimes 
render  the  firmest  resolutions  impractical,  and  the 
greatest  sacrifices  useless.  The  Emperor  has  deigned 
to  leave  me  the  sole  judge  of  the  moment  at  which  v.  e 
must  change  our  line  of  defence,  if  such  be  the  will  of 
God.  It  is  for  us  to  prove  that  we  know  how  to  justify 
the  confidence  of  the  Czar,  who  has  come  into  our 
neighbourhood  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  his  country 
and  the  wants  of  his  army.  Have  confidence  in  me,  as 
you  have  hitherto  had  during  all  the  hours  of  trial  which 
the  decrees  of  Providence  have  sent  us." 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  a  statement  which  has 
been  made  of  the  strength  of  the  British  army  in  the 
Crimea  on  the  16th  of  October,  and  its  probable  strength 
at  the  commencement  of  the  campaigning  season  next 
spring.  We  have  now  in  the  Crimea  56,000  men,  of 
whom  51,500  are  effective  ;  calculating  the  mortality 
among  them  as  100  a-week  for  six  months,  and  the  sick 
list  to  be  as  numerous  as  at  present,  there  would  be  of 
the  soldiers  at  present  in  the  Crimea  49,000  effective  on 
the  loth  of  April;  adding  as  reinforcement  2800 
cavalry,  and  20,000  infantry,  we  should  have  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaigning  season,  about  70,000 
British  troops  in  fair  condition.  The  Turkish  Contin- 
gent will  number  20,000,  and  this  force  will  be  further 
materially  increased.  The  different  Foreign  Legions 
may  be  estimated  at  5000  men,  and  omitting  the 
Sardinian  army,  the  total  strength  is  calculated  thus  : — 
British  troops,  70,000  ;  Turkish  Contingent,  20,000;  the 
British  German  and  British  Swiss  Legions,  5000;  making 
altogether  95,000  men. 


A  despatch  from  Marshal  Pelissier  gives  an  account 
of  a  serious  disaster  that  had  befallen  the  Allies. 

"  Sebastopol,  November  16,  six  p.m. — Our  park  of 
artillery  (called  Park  of  the  Mill)  near  Inkerman  was 
partly  destroyed  yesterday  at  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, by  the  explosion  of  three  magazines,  containing 
altogether  30,000  kilogrammes  of  powder,  600,000  car- 
tridges, 300  charged  shells,  and  other  projectiles.  The 
ignited  materials,  hurled  to  a  distance,  caused  a  violent 
conflagration  in  the  English  park  next  to  ours,  and 
there  also  partial  explosions  took  place.  At  six  o'clock 
the  English  and  French  workmen  were  masters  of  the 
fire.  Our  loss  consists  of  30  killed,  including  two 
officers,  and  some  hundred  wounded,  among  whom  are 
ten  officers.  However  sad  such  an  event  is,  we  must 
still  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  consequences  have 
not  been  more  serious  and  disastrous.  I  am  not  able  to 
state  the  losses  of  our  allies  ;  I  believe  they  are  about 
the  same  as  our  own.  As  nearly  always  happens  in 
similar  cases,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
first  explosion.  This  is  certainly  a  very  lamentable 
accident ;  but  our  stores  are  so  considerable,  that  the 
resources  of  the  army  are  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
affected  by  it." 

General  Codrington  has  given  some  additional  parti- 
culars. "  Sebastopol,  Nov.  16. — A  very  heavy  explo- 
sion of  a  store  of  powder  at  the  French  siege  train 
took  place  at  about  3  p.m.  yesterday  ;  it  communicated 
fire  to  our  siege-train  close  to  it,  where  there  was  no 
powder,  but  some  naval  live  shells,  most  of  which  were 
removed ;  but  the  loss  of  life  and  damage  done  is  con- 
siderable. The  great  explosion  threw  shell  over  the 
camp  of  our  siege  train ;  the  huts  of  the  first  brigade 
being  entirely  damaged,  but  not  by  fire.  All  officers 
and  men  were  on  the  spot  at  once,  and  worked  with 
good  will  and  energy,  and  I  saw  all  safe  when  I  quitted 
at  7  p.  m.  Killed — Deputy  Assistant-Commissary 
Yellon,  R.A.,  and  21  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men.  Wounded — Lieutenant  Dawson,  R.A.,  lost  his 
leg  below  his  knee  ;  Lieutenant  Robert,  dangerously  in 
the  arm ;  Lieutenant  Eccles  and  Assistant-Surgeon 
Reade,  2nd  Battalion  Rifle  Brigade,  slightly  ;  116  bri- 
gade commissioned  officers  and  men,  of  whom  47 
slightly.     Missing — 4  rank  and  file." 

Colonel  Cameron  of  the  Forty -second  Regiment  has 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Highland  divi- 
sion during  the  absence  of  Sir  Colin  Campbell. 


The  Gazette  of  the  20th  instant  contains  a  despatch 
from  Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  enclosing  despatches  from  the 
commander  of  the  flotilla  in  the  Sea  of  Azoff.  From 
these  we  learn  the  operations  of  the  flotilla  between 
the  10th  and  25th  October.  On  the  night  of  the  10th, 
Lieutenant  Commerell,  of  the  Weser,  caused  a  prize- 
boat  to  be  carried  over  the  Spit  of  Arabat,  and  launched 
in  the  Putrid  Sea.  Embarking  in  this  boat  with  Mr. 
Lillingston,  mate,  Quartermaster  Rickard,  and  two 
seamen,  he  rowed  across  to  the  mouth  of  the  Salghir 
and  Karasu  livers.  Leaving  the  mate  and  one  seaman 
in  the  boat,  and  taking  the  others  with  him,  he  forded 
the  river,  marched  two  and  a  half  miles  up  its  bank, 
and,  setting  fire  to  large  stacks  of  corn  and  forage,  (400 
tons,)  totally  destroyed  them.  In  returning,  the  little 
party  was  hard-pressed  by  the  Cossacks.  The  seaman 
sank  in  .the  mud,  but  Rickard  gallantly  rescued  him 
under  fire;  and  all  throe  gained  the  boat,  and  returned 
to  the  Weser  without  accident.  On  the  15th  instant, 
Lieutenant  Day,  of  the  Recruit,  landed  a  party  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy  on  Whitehouse  Spit,  and  burnt  seven 
b  ..its,  many  new  fishing-nets  of  great  length,  five  large 
new  fishing  establishments,  full  of  quantities  of  fishing- 
tackle  and  other  gear.  On  the  20th,  Lieutenant  Cam- 
pion, of  the  Ardent,  destroyed  three  boats  on  Crooked 
Spit.  On  the  24th,  Captain  Osborn,  of  the  Vesuvius, 
landed  a  party  of  marines  and  small-arm  men  on 
Whitehouse  Spit,  and  destroyed  eight  rifle-pits,  eleven 
boats,  and  a  large  fishery ;  while  Lieutenant  Day  de- 
stroyed, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mariopol,  two  large 
fisheries  and  some  fine  launches,  mounted  on  regular 
travelling  land-carriages.  Captain  Osborn,  the  senior 
naval  officer,  says — "  The  extraordinary  efforts  made  by 
the  enemy  to  prosecute  their  fisheries  upon  this  coast, 
j  are   the  best  proof  of  their  importance.     They   some- 
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times  move  down  200  or  300  soldiers,  who  escort  large 
launches  placed  upon  carriages  and  arabas  drawn  by 
oxen  laden  with  nets  and  gear,  as  well  as  fishermen  to 
work  them.  The  fish  directly  they  are  caught,  are 
carted  off  into  the  interior  ;  and  when  it  is  remembered 
that  we  have  destroyed  some  hundred  and  odd  launches 
upon  one  spit  alone,  some  idea  can  be  formed  of  the 
immense  quantity  of  fish  consumed  on  this  coast ;  and, 
in  proof  of  its_beinga  large  item  in  the  sustenance  of 
Russian  soldiers,  I  would  remind  you  that  hundreds  of 
tons  of  salted  and  dried  fish  were  found  and  destroyed 
by  us  in  the  first  destruction  of  the  military  depots  at 
Genitchi  in  May  last." 


Omar  Pasha  has  been  following  up  his  successes  in 
Asia.  On  the  6th  instant  he  passed  the  river  Ingour 
in  the  face  of  a  formidable  opposition.  A  despatch  from 
Lord  Stratford  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  says  :  "  At 
noon.  Omar  Pasha  forded  the  river  Ingour  on  the  6th, 
at  the  head  of  20,000  men,  and  defeated  the  Russians, 
computed  at  10,000,  including  militia,  and  partly  in- 
trenched. The  enemy  lost  about  400  in  killed  and 
wounded,  60  prisoners,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
Turkish  loss  was  upwards  of  300.  The  British  officers 
did  honour  to  their  country." 

A  similar  account  is  given  in  a  despatch  from  the 
Turkish  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Ottoman 
Minister  in  London  : — "  Constantinople,  Nov.  15. — On 
the  6th  of  November  the  troops  under  Omar  Pasha, 
with  the  water  up  to  their  armpits,  under  a  terrible  fire, 
forced  the  passage  of  the  river  Anakara,  or  Onflour,  in 
Georgia,  which  was  defended  by  16,000  Russians. 
They  attacked  the  Russian  redoubts  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  carried  them,  despite  the  desperate  defence 
of  the  enemy.  The  Russian  troops  were  completely 
routed,  and  lied.  Our  troops  captured  five  cannon, 
seven  ammunition-carts,  and  some  40  prisoners.  The 
Russians  left  more  than  400  dead  on  the  field  of  battle, 
among  whom  were  two  superior  officers  and  100  sub- 
alterns. Our  loss  amounts  to  08  killed  and  220 
wounded." 


It  appears  by  the  accounts  from  the  Baltic  Fleet, 
that  the  operations  are  terminated  for  this  season. 
Winter  had  set  in,  and  the  various  ships  were  assembling 
in  Nargen  roads,  preparatory  to  taking  their  departure 
from  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
on  their  way  to  England. 

Two  courts-martial  have  taken  place  in  the  course  of 
last  month.  The  first  was  holden  on  the  24th  of 
October,  on  board  the  Royal  George,  for  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Harris,  gunner  .of  the  Locust  steamer,  who  was 
charged  by  his  commanding  officer  with  having  absented 
himself  from  the  ship  without  leave.  The  charge  was 
fully  proved,  and  the  Court  adjudged  the  prisoner  to 
be  dismissed  Her  Majesty's  service.  The  second  took 
place  on  board  the  Royal  George  on  the  27th  of  October. 
Mr.  Sparks,  paymaster  of  the  Vulture,  was  prosecuted 
for  having  been  intoxicated  on  the  5th  of  that  month, 
and  for  not  having  conducted  himself  as  an  officer  and 
a  gentleman,  by  not  paying  for  necessaries  he  had 
purchased  at  Dantzic.  (The  charge  of  intoxication  arose 
from  the  following  circumstances  : — While  the  Vulture 
was  lying  oft'  Dantzic  several  Prussian  officers  came  on 
board  in  the  forenoon.  Mr.  Sparks  and  a  Lieutenant 
were  the  only  persons  whose  duties  would  allow  them  to 
entertain  their  guests,  who  remained  several  hours. 
The  Lieutenant  had  to  quit  the  gunroom  on  duty,  and 
Mr.  Sparks  remained  to  afford  the  rites  of  hospitality  to 
the  strangers.  He  became  inebriated  and  incapable  of 
performing  his  duty.  The  evidence  adduced  in  support 
of  this  charge  fully  confirmed  it ;  in  fact,  it  was  tacitly 
admitted  by  the  prisoner.  To  the  charge  of  conduct 
unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman  a  most  able 
defence  was  made,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  It  was 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  the  supplies 
furnished  to  the  prisoner  at  Dantzic  were  not  for  him- 
self alone,  but  for  others  also  ;  that  not  only  had  the 
cost  been  defrayed,  but  an  overplus  of  1/.  had  been 
handed  over  to  the  tradesmen  from  whom  they  were 
procured.  The  prisoner  was  found  guilty  on  the  first 
charge,  but  not  guilty  on  the  second,  and  sentenced  to 


be  dismissed  Her  Majesty's  ship  Vulture,  and  to  be 
placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  paymasters,  there  to 
remain  for  one  year. 


The  latest  accounts  from  Sebastopol  contain  the 
general  orders  issued  by  General  Simpson  and  General 
Codrington ;  the  one  in  quitting,  and  the  other  in 
assuming  the  command  of  the  army.  General  Simpson 
says  : — "  General  Sir  James  Simpson  announces  to  the 
army  that  the  Queen  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
permit  him  to  resign  the  command  of  this  arm)',  and  to 
appoint  General  Sir  William  Codrington,  Iv.C.C,  to  be 
his  successor.  In  resigning  his  command,  the  General 
desires  to  express  to  the  troops  the  high  sense  he  enter- 
tains of  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  this  army  during  the  time  he  has  had  the  honour  to 
serve  with  them.  In  taking  leave  of  them  he  tenders 
his  best  thanks  to  all  ranks,  and  offers  his  eai-nest  wishes 
for  their  success  and  honour  in  all  the  future  operations 
of  this  noble  army.  General  William  Codrington  will 
be  pleased  to  assume  the  command  of  this  army  to- 
morrow, on  the  11th  inst." 

General  Codrington's  address  is  : — "  I  have  assumed 
the  command  of  the  army,  in  obedience  to  her  Majesty's 
orders.  It  is  with  a  feeling  of  pride,  and  with  a  feeling 
of  confidence  in  the  support  which  I  know  will  be 
heartily  given  to  any  officer  honoured  with  such  a 
commission.  The  armies  of  France  and  Sardinia  are 
united  with  us  on  this  ground.  We  know  their  gal- 
lantry well,  for  we  have  seen  it ;  we  know  their  friend- 
ship, for  we  have  profited  by  it;  we  have  shared 
difficulties,  dangers,  and  successes,  the  groundwork  of 
mutual  esteem  ;  and  all  will  feel  it  our  pleasure  as  well 
as  our  duty  to  carry  on  that  kindly  intercourse  which  is 
due  to  the  intimate  alliance  of  the  nations  themselves. 
Our  army  will  always  preserve  its  high  character  in  the 
field.  The  sobriety,  the  good  conduct,  and  the  dis- 
cipline which  it  is  our  duty  to  maintain,  are  the  best 
sureties  of  future  success  ;  and  I  trust  to  the  efforts  and 
assistance  of  all  ranks  in  thus  keeping  the  army  to  be 
an  instrument  of  honour,  of  power,  and  of  credit  to 
England." 

Large  changes  are  announced  in  the  staff  and,  in  the 
army.  The  staff  of  generals,  the  Times  correspondent 
says,  will  be — Commander-in-Chief,  Sir  W.  J.  Codring- 
ton ;  Chief  of  the  Staff,  Major-General  Windham  ; 
Light  Division,  Lord  W.  Paulet ;  Guards'  Division, 
Lord  Rokeby ;  Second  Division,  Major-General  Barnard, 
late  Chief  of  Staff;  Third  Division,  SirR.  Eyre  ;  Fourth 
Division,  Major-General  Garrett;  Highland  Division, 
Brigadier- General  Cameron,  pro  tern. ;  Quartermaster- 
General,  Colonal  P.  Herbert. 


Intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  Admiral 
Bruat,  who  had  been  re-called  from  the  command  of 
the  French  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea.  The  melancholy 
event  took  place  on  the  voyage  from  Constantinople  to 
Toulon. 


An  unfounded  rumour,  that  the  life  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  had  been  attempted,  was  caused  by  an 
accident  which  happened  on  the  5th  inst.  The  Emperor 
went  to  Fontainbleau  for  a  day's  shooting,  chiefly  with 
persons  about  the  Court.  On  his  return  to  Paris  the 
outrider  of  a  carriage  proceeding  to  the  railway  station 
to  meet  the  Emperor  dropped  a  pistol  from  his  holster, 
near  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine:  the  pistol  exploded, 
and  wounded  a  man  in  the  arm.  The  moment  the 
Emperor  arrived  ho  was  informed  of  the  accident,  and 
without  loss  of  time  sent  his  chief  surgeon,  who  ex- 
tracted the  ball,  and  gave  the  wounded  man  200  francs 
for  his  immediate  wants,  independent  of  further  assist- 
ance which  will  be  given  him. 

A  conference  of  railway  directors  from  all  the  lines  in 
France  has  just  been  held  in  Paris  to  consider,  pursuant 
to  the  recent  circular  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works, 
what  can  be  done  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  those 
accidents  which  have  lately  been  so  frequent  and  so 
disastrous.  From  the  general  tone  of  the  sentiments 
expressed  at  the  meeting,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the 
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majority  of  the  directors  have  come  to  the  unsatisfactory 
conclusion  that  there  is  no  room  for  improvement  in  the 
regulations  of  the  companies.  They  very  emphatically 
resolved,  1st,  That  inasmuch  as  no  one  is  so  deeply 
interested  in  the  prevention  of  accidents  as  a  director,  it 
can  be  no  fault  of  a  director  when  an  accident  hap- 
pens ;  and  2nd,  That  seeing  the  servants  of  the  com- 
panies are  more  liable  to  be  killed  than  the  passengers, 
they  must  also  be  free  from  blame  when  anything  goes 
wrong.  Notwithstanding  these  forcible  arguments 
against  the  probability  of  any  good  coming  from  an 
investigation,  the  meeting  finally  admitted  that  there 
could  be  no  harm  in  appointing  a  committee  of  inquiry ; 
and  this  they  proceeded  to  do ;  but  many  eloquent 
speeches  were  made  with  a  view  to  persuade  the  public 
to  be  resigned  to  the  present  per-centage  of  mangled 
corpses  on  railways,  as  being  merely  the  result  of  the 
imperfection  incident  to  all  human  institutions,  and 
much'  less  in  proportion  than  the  average  casualties 
occurring  to  ordinary  carriages  and  steam-boats. 
.  The  Paris  Exposition  was  closed  on  the  loth  with 
great  pomp,  by  the  Emperor  in  person.  Ker  majesty 
the  Empress,  and  the  Imperial  family  arrived  about 
noon  and  were  conducted  to  a  throne  in  the  centre  of 
the  transept.  After  some  formalities  the  Emperor  made 
a  short  speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said : — 
"  Gentlemen,— The  Exhibition  which  is  about  to  close 
offers  a  grand  spectacle  to  the  world.  It  is  during  a 
serious  warathat  from  all  parts  of  the  universe  men,  the 
most  distinguished  in  science,  arts,  and  industry,  have 
flocked  to  Paris,  to  exhibit  their  productions.  This 
competition  under  such  circumstances,  is  due,  I  am 
pleased  to  think,  to  that  general  conviction  which  pre- 
vails that  the  war  which  has  been  undertaken  only 
threatens  those  who  provoked  it ;  that  it  is  pursued  for 
the  interests  of  all,  and  that  Europe,  far  from  regarding 
it  as  a  danger  for  the  future,  finds  it  rather  a  pledge  of 
independence  and  security.  Nevertheless,  at  the  sight 
of  so  many  marvels  laid  out  before  our  eyes,  the  first 
impression  is  a  desire  for  peace.  Peace  alone,  in  fact, 
can  still  more  develop  those  remarkable  productions 
of  -human  intelligence.  You  must,  therefore,  with 
me  wish  that  peace  should  be  prompt  and  durable. 
But,  in  order  to  be  durable,  it  must  clearly  solve  the 
question  for  which  the  war  was  undertaken.  To  be 
prompt,  Europe  must  declare  in  its  favour,  for  without 
the  pressure  of  general  opinion,  struggles  between  great 
powers  threaten  prolonged  duration  :  whilst  on  the  con- 
trary, if  Europe  decides  on  declaring  who  is  in  the  right 
and  who  is  in  the  wrong,  it  would  be  a  great  step 
towards  the  solution.  At  the  period  of  civilisation  at 
which  we  are,  the  successes  of  armies,  however  brilliant 
they  may  be,  are  but  transient ;  it  is  public  opinion 
which  always  gains  the  last  victory.  All  of  you,  there- 
fore, who  think  that  the  progress  of  agriculture,  the 
industry  and  the  commerce  of  a  nation  contribute  to  the 
welfare  of  all  others,  and  that  the  more  reciprocal  relations 
are  multiplied,  the  more  national  prejudices  arc  effaced, 
say  to  your  fellow  citizens  on  returning  to  your  country, 
that  France  entertains  no  hatred  against  any  nation, 
and  that  she  feels  sympathy  towards  all  those  who  wish, 
like  her,  for  the  triumph  of  right  and  justice.  Tell 
them,  if  they  desire  peace,  they  must  openly,  at  least, 
express  wishes  either  for  or  against  us  ;  for,  in  the  midst 
of  a  serious  European  conflict,  indifference  is  a  bad  cal- 
culation and  silence  an  error.  As  for  us  nations  allied 
for  the  triumph  of  a  great  cause,  let  us  forge  arms, 
without  slackening  our  manufactories,  and  without 
stopping  our  looms ;  let  us  be  great  by  the  arts  of  peace 
as  by  those  of  war ;  let  us  be  strong  by  concord ;  and  let 
us  put  our  trust  in  God  to  make  us  triumph  over  the 
difficulties  of  the  present  and  the  chances  of  the  future." 
After  this  address,  which  was  received  with  acclama- 
tions, the  distribution  of  the  prizes  took  place. 
tilftThe  following  British  artists  have  received  the  prizes 
or  honourable  notices  attached  to  their  names  : — Large 
Gold  Medal:  Sir  E.  Landseer,  R.A.  First-class  Gold 
Medals:  F.  Grant,  R.A.,  Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  It. A.,  C. 
R.  Leslie,  R.A.,  C.  Stanfield,  R.A.,  G.  Cattermole,  R. 
Thorburn,  R.A.,  J.  H.  Robinson.  Second-class  Gold 
Medals:    E.  M.  Ward.  A.R.A.,  7).  Roberts,  R.A.,  W. 

E.  Frith,  R.A.,  T.  Webster,  R.A.,  J.  E.  Millais,  A.R.A., 

F.  Tayler,  L.  Haghe,  S.  Cousins,  A. R.A.     Third-class 


Gold  2fedals  :  R.  Ansdell,  W.  Hunt  (water-colours),  G- 
T.  Doo,  P.  F.  Poole,  A.R.A.,  J.  Thompson,  F.  Y- 
Hurlstone,  D.  Macnee,  R.S.A.  Honourable  Mention  -' 
F.  W.  Topham,  H.  Warren,  E.  H.  Wehnert,  J.  Wil- 
son, jun.,  J.  Cross,  F.  Goodall,  A.R.A.,  E.  H.  Corbould, 
E.  W.  Cooke,  F.  Danby,  A.R.A.,  A.  Elmore,  A.R.A., 
J.  D.  Harding,  J.  Holland,  J.  C.  Horsley,  A.R.A.,  R. 
J.  Lane,  A.E.,  R.A.,  J.  Nash,  J.  N.  Paton,  J.  Phillip, 
J.  Pye,  L.  Stocks,  E.  Stone,  H.  T.  Wells.  The  names 
of  Mr.  Mulready,  R.A.,  Sir  W.  Ross,  R.A.,  D.  Maclise, 
R.A.,  Creswick,  R.A.,  Redgrave,  R.A.,  Herbert,  R.A., 
Dyce,  R.A.,  Sir  C.^Eastlake,  R.A.,  and  others  among 
the  painters  were  withdrawn  from  competition.  The 
following  architects  have  received  either  medals  or 
honourable  mention  : — Sir  C.  Barry,  R.  A.,  (grande 
medaille  d'honneur),  J.  C.  Cockerell,  R.A.,  Owen 
Jones,  J.  L.  Donaldson,  P.  Hardwick,  R.A.,  G.  Scott, 
E.  Falkener,  T.  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh,  Decimus 
Burton,  G.  Fowler,  T.  Wyatt,  Allom,  D.  Wyatt,  R. 
Kendall,  H.  Shaw.  There  have  been  no  medals 
awarded  to  British  sculptors.  Gibson  was  withdrawn 
from  competition  ;  Baily  likewise.  The  following  gen- 
tlemen are  promoted  or  nominated  in  the  Imperial 
Legion  of  Honour  for  services  rendered  to  science,  agri- 
culture, and  the  fine  and  useful  arts,  as  members  of  the 
international  jury,  viz.  :  Lords  Hertford  and  Ashburton 
to  be  Commanders.  Sir  D.  Brewster ;  Professor  T. 
Graham ;  Mr.  Bazeley,  President  of  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  be  Officers.  Sir  W.  Hooker  ; 
Professor  Wilson,  of  Edinburgh  ;  Mr.  Crampton,  the 
engineer;  Professor  R.  Willis,  of  Cambridge  ;  Professor 
Wheatstone;  Professor  Hoffmann,  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Chemistry;  Mr.  W.  Crum,  of  Glasgow;  Mr.  D. 
Wyatt ;  Mr.  T.  Delarue,  paper  manufacturer ;  Mr. 
Twining,  originator  of  the  Exhibition  of  Domestic 
Economy;  Mr.  Gibson  ;  and  Lord  Elcho,  to  be  Knights. 
Mr.  H.  Cole  and  Major  Owen  are  nominated  officers  of 
the  Legion  of  Honour,  in  consideration  of  their  services 
as  Commissioners  of  the  Lxnited  Kingdom. 

A  destructive  fire  has  taken  place  at  Paris.  It  broke 
out  on  Sunday  evening  the  18th  inst.,  in  the  large 
government  building  on  the  Quai  de  Billy,  in  which 
a  large  supply  of  flour  for  making  bread  for  the  army 
was  always  kept.  On  the  alarm  being  given,  a  large 
body  of  troops  were  at  once  ordered  to  the  spot,  and 
seven  or  eight  engines  arrived.  The  materials  in  the 
premises  were  however  of  so  inflammable  a  nature  as  to 
defy  every  attempt  at  mastering  the  fire,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  flames  burst  out  from  all  the  windows  with 
terrific  grandeur.  Fortunately  the  night  was  calm,  and 
to  that  circumstance  must  be  attributed  the  concentra- 
tion of  the  fire  within  the  building  in  which  it  had  at 
first  broken  out.  At  nine  o'clock  the  flames  began  to 
decline,  and  by  half-past  ten  the  fire  was  got  under. 
The  Emperor  was  on  the  spot,  and  did  not  leave  it  till 
all  danger  was  over.  The  building  was  not  more  than 
300  yards  from  the  Exhibition  of  the  Fine  Arts,  and 
the  annexe  of  the  Palais  de  lTndustrie.  The  extent  of 
the  damage,  though  great,  has  been  less  than  was  at 
first  apprehended.  Only  one  granary  of  corn  has  been 
destroyed.  The  immense  stores  of  the  government,  in 
corn  and  flour,  remain  nearly  uninjured,  and  they  will 
soon  be  completely  replenished  by  means  of  the  corn 
purchased  abroad,  which  is  now  either  being  received 
or  on  its  wav  hither. 


The  King  of  Sardinia  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  22nd 
inst.  Prince  Napoleon,  the  chief  personages  of  the 
Emperor's  household,  the  Presidents  of  the  Senate  and 
Legislative  Body,  and  the  Prefects,  awaited  him  at  the 
railway-station,  and  escorted  him  in  procession  along 
the  quays,  by  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  the  Rue  de 
Rivoli,  to  the  Tuileries,  where  he  was  received  by  the 
Emperor.  The  streets  were  lined  by  applauding  multi- 
tudes, and  in  the  evening  the  public  buildings,  theatres, 
&c.  were  illuminated. 


The  Concordat  between  Austria  and  the  Pope  has 
been  signed  on  both  sides.  It  establishes  the_  despotic 
power  of  the  Vatican  in  the  Austrian  dominions.  It 
consists  of  thirty-six  articles,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
summary :— The  first  article  declares  the  maintenance 
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of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  with  all  the  privileges 
■which,  by  the  laws  of  the  church,  it  ought  to  have,  un- 
limited persecution  of  heretics  being  of  the  number. 
Thus  fall  at  a  single  blow  that  liberty  of  conscience  and 
freedom  of  opinion  in  religious  matters  which  have 
hitherto  so  honourably  distinguished  the  Austrian 
Government.  The  second  article  gives  to  the  bishops, 
clergy,  and  laity,  free  communication  with  the  Pope, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  temporal  ruler,  thus 
depriving  the  Emperor  of  any  power  or  control  over  the 
national  church,  and  placing  it  in  the  power  of  the  Pope 
to  contrive  and  execute  the  most  dangerous  conspiracies 
against  the  Government.  The  third  article  gives  the 
bishoo  complete  authority,  pastoral  and  clerical.  The 
fourth  article  enables  them  to  do  everything  belonging 
to  the  government  of  their  sees  which  is  in  accordance 
with  the  explanations  or  stipulations  of  the  canonical 
laws,  and  which,  in  respect  to  the  discipline  of  the 
church,  is  approved  by  the  papal  chair.  The  fifth 
article  places  all  public  and  private  schools  under 
the  control  of  the  bishops ;  and  the  sixth  gives 
the  bishops  the  power  of  appointing  and  removing 
the  only  persons  allowed  to  teach  sacred  theology. 
The  seventh  article  provides  that  none  but  Catholic 
priests  shall  be  allowed  to  teach  anything  in  the 
middle  class  schools,  and  the  books  of  instruction 
are  to  be  chosen  by  the  bishops.  By  the  eighth  article, 
the  emperor  is  permitted  to  choose  the  inspectors  of  the 
schools  of  the  diocess,  but  under  the  declared  condition 
that  the  candidates  from  whom  he  may  select  shall  he 
chosen  by  the  bishops.  The  ninth  article  promises  the 
help  of  the  Government  to  suppress  such  books  as  are 
dangerous  to  religion  in  the  judgment  of  the  bishops. 
The  tenth  article  establishes  ecclesiastical  courts  for  the 
punishment  of  the  clergy  and  the  trial  of  cases  relating 
to  marriage  and  betrothal.  The  eleventh  article  in- 
vests the  bishop  with  the  power  of  inflicting  ecclesias- 
tical punishment  on  clergy  and  laity ;  the  twelfth 
article  surrenders  to  the  civil  courts  the  power  of  de- 
ciding on  the  right  of  patronage,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
disputed  succession. 


been  summoned  because  they  were  members  of  the 
Cortes,  and  because  without  them  the  number  of  depu- 
ties would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  laws  to  be  voted. 
The  remark  of  the  minister  about  Russia  excited  a  con- 
siderable sensation,  and  the  Epoca  says  that  the  conse- 
quences of  it  may  easily  be  anticipated. 


A  letter  from  Bucharest,  dated  the  3rd  instant,  speaks 
of  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  Austrian  occupants 
of  the  Principalities: — "A  very  serious  affair  has  just 
occurred  here.  At  two  o'clock  yesterday  the  English 
Colonel  Thier  was  arrested  in  his  lodgings  by  the  Aus- 
trian military  authorities.  He  was  stripped  of  his  mili- 
tary uniform  by  them,  and  forced  to  put  on  the  Austrian 
great  coat.  Colonel  Thier  had  served  as  lieutenant  in 
the  Austrian  army,  and  passed  over  with  his  company 
in  1849  to  the  Piedmontese.  After  the  war  he  entered 
the  British  service,  and  advanced  in  it  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  He  was  sent  to  Kronstadt,  in  Transylvania, 
the  night  that  followed  his  arrest.  He  was  at  Bucharest 
ten  or  twelve  days,  having  been  sent  by  the  English 
government  to  buy  horses  and  carts  for  the  army.  He 
was  duly  accredited  to  the  English  agents,  as  also  to 
the  Ottoman  authorities.  Colonel  Thier  is  a  Hunga- 
rian. Ten  minutes  after  his  arrest  the  consul-general 
of  England  went  to  the  house  of  General  Coronini  to 
reclaim  the  colonel.  The  general  gave  a  brief  and 
decided  refusal.  Mr.  Colquhoun  thereupon  addressed 
an  official  letter  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  reply  was  something  to  this  effect :  '  I  seize  my 
deserters  wherever  I  find  them.  I  have  the  right  to 
cause  Thier  to  be  shot  instantly,  if  the  Emperor  com- 
mands me  to  give  him  up  I  shall  break  my  sword.' 
The  sensation  produced  here  by  the  conduct  of  the 
Autrians  is  immense.  I  hope  you  will  now  understand 
the  fault  committed  in  allowing  the  Austrians  to  encer 
the  Princioalities." 


The  Piedmontese  Chambers  were  opened  at  Turin  on 
the  12th  instant  by  the  king  in  person.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  his  majesty's  speech: — "The  year 
which  has  closed  has  been  for  me  a  period  of  heart- 
rending and  cruel  visitations.  I  have  not  hesitated  to 
unite  the  arms  of  Sardinia  to  those  powers  who  are 
struggling  in  the  cause  of  justice,  in  behalf  of  the  civi- 
lisation and  independence  of  the  nations.  It  is  a  proud 
tiling  for  our  soldiers  and  sailors  to  shore  in  the  dangers 
and  glories  of  the  brave  armies  of  France  and  England 
and  of  Turkey.  May  God  grant  his  blessing  to  our 
united  efforts  to  make  the  next  peace  lasting — one 
which  shall  ensure  to  each  nation  its  legitimate  rights. 

The  expenses  of  the  war  necessitate  a  recurrence 

to  public  credit,  by  which  the  government  will  endea- 
vour to  render  the  general  burdens  less  onerous.  Let 
Sardinia  continue  to  offer  the  noble  example  of  a  mo- 
narch and  his  people  united  by  indissoluble  ties  of 
mutual  love  and  confidence  ;  maintaining  inviolable  the 
basts  of  public  welfare,  of  order  and  of  liberty."  The 
Marquis  Alfieri  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Senate.  

The  Belgian  Chambers  were  opened  on  the  13th 
instant.  His  majesty  made  no  allusion  to  the  topic 
which  disturbs  the  peace  of  Europe.  His  speech  related 
entirely  to  the  internal  condition  of  the  country,  which 
he  described  as  being,  considering  the  difficulties  of 
the  times,  generally  satisfactory.  He  concluded,  by 
saying  :  "  We  have  commemorated  the  25th  anniversary 
of  our  independence ;  if  this  independence  has  been 
fruitful  in  benefits  for  the  country — if,  received  at  first 
with  some  defiance,  it  is  to-day  surrounded  by  the 
esteem  and  sympathy  of  governments  and  peoples — we 
owe  it  to  that  spirit  of  moderation  and  uprightness 
which  forms  the  basis  of  our  national  character  and 
regulates  our  policy.  My  government  is  animated  by 
this  spirit.  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  royal  concur- 
rence of  the  Chambers  will  not  be  wanting." 


In  the  Spanish  Cortes,  on  the  5th  instant,  M.  Areas 
asked  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  if  the  relations  of 
Spain  with  foreign  powers  were  satisfactory,  and  he 
remarked  that  it  was  strange  that  so  many  Spanish 
ministers  to  foreign  courts  should  be  at  present  in  the 
capital.  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  replied  that 
the  relations  with  all  foreign  powers,  "Russia  ex- 
cepted," were  of  the  most  friendly  character,  and  that 
the  reason  why  so  many  ministers  to  foreign  courts 
were  in  Madrid,  was  simply  and  solely  that  they  had 


Accounts  from  Stockholm  mention  the  arrival  of 
General  Canrobert  on  a  mission  from  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  ostensibly  in  order  to  present  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  to  the  king,  but  really 
(as  is  understood)  for  the  purpose  of  making  overtures 
to  induce  the  Swedish  government  to  enter  into  an 
alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  France.  General 
Canrobert  has  been  received  with  great  distinction  by 
the  court,  and  with  enthusiasm  by  the  people. 


The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  issued  an  ukase,  dated 
October  15,  ordering,  "  In  consequence  of  the  losses 
sustained  by  our  troops  during  the  campaign  of  the 
present  year,  that  a  levy  of  ten  men  for  every  thousand 
souls  shall  take  place  over  the  whole  empire  except  in 
the  governments  of  Pskow,  Pultova,  Tcheringof,  Khar- 
kow,  Ekatherinoslav,  Kkerson,  and  Tauris."  On  this 
subject  a  letter  from  St.  Petersburg,  dated  October  26, 
published  in  the  Constitutionnel,  says  :— "  The  manifesto 
of  the  Czar  relative  to  the  new  levy,  produced  here  the 
most  painful  impression.  Since  1836  no  levy  of  10  men 
in  every  1000  inhabitants  had  taken  place  throughout 
the  empire,  for  you  must  have  remarked  that  seven 
governments  only  have  been  exempted  from  the  mea- 
sure. Russia,  as  respects  the  conscription,  is  divided 
into  two  great  provinces,  the  one  formed  of  the  eastern 
governments  and  the  other  of  the  western, _  each  of 
which  must  furnish  in  turn  the  annual  contingent  of 
recruits.  In  1S3C  the  two  provinces  supplied  together 
5  men  for  every  1000  souls.  In  18-40,  6  men  for_  every 
1000  souls  were  levied  in  25  governments,  and  5  in  22 
others.  In  1848  and  1849  the  western  part  gave  8  men 
per  1000  souls,  and  the  eastern  4.  It  is  only  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  that  the  alternate  levies  amounted 
to  10  and  12  men  per  1000  souls,  one  year  in  the  great 
eastern  division,  and  the  other  in  the  western.     But  the 
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government  never  required  at  once  from  the  population 
of  the  empire  so  considerable  a  sacrifice.  80,000  men 
are  regarded  as  the  average  result  of  the  recruitment  of 
one-half  of  the  empire,  at  the  rate  of  7  or  8  men  per 
1000  souls.  I  do  not  exaggerate  by  estimating  at 
200,000  men  the  numbers  recruited  in  virtue  of  the 
new  decree.  That  maximum,  however,  will  scarcely 
suffice  to  complete  the  effective  force  of  the  different 
corps  and  fill  up  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  war. 
Every  man  is  worth  about  5000  roubles,  so  that  a 
landed  proprietor  who  owns  1000  serfs  pays  to  the 
State  50,000  roubles.  You  may  consequently  judge  of 
the  enormity  of  the  sacrifice  imposed  upon  him." 

During  the  Czar's  recent  visit  to  Odessa,  he  attended 
Divine  Service  in  the  Cathedral.  At  the  threshold,  the 
archbishnp,  in  presenting  the  Cross  and  the  holy  water, 
addressed  (says  the  Russian  Journal)  some  words  full 
of  unction  to  his  majesty.  These  words  were  :  "Pious 
Sovereign  !  Thou  hadst  scarcely  put  on  the  crown  of 
thy  ancestors,  when  it  pleased  Providence  to  surround 
it  with  thorns.  Our  bodily  eyes  are  not  accustomed  to 
see  such  an  ornament  sparkle  on  the  head  of  kings,  but 
the  eyes  of  faith  see  in  it,  with  piety  and  respect,  a 
souvenir  of  the  crown  of  Christ.  Have  not  indeed 
such  crowns  been  worn  by  the  most  pious  kings  and 
princes  from  David,  Jehoshaphat,  Constantine,  Vladimir 
the  Great,  to  Dimitrii,  our  hero  of  the  Don,  and  finally 
thy  patron,  Alexander  Newsky  ?  '  Have  courage,  and 
let  not  thy  soul  become  weak  at  the  sight  of  these 
smoking  brands,'  said  the  prophet  to  the  warrior-king, 
Ahaz,  when  the  two  kingdoms  of  Israel  and  Assyria 
united  against  him  in  an  unjust  war.  How  closely  do 
these  words  of  the  prophet  apply  to  us  and  our  enemies  ! 
This  unhappy  France  !  Is  she  not  in  truth  the  brand 
which  for  half  a  century  has  carried  fire  throughout  the 
entire  world  ?     And  the  proud,  but  to-day  abased  and 


jeopardised  Britain  !  What  is  she,  if  not  the  other 
brand,  which,  after  being  extinguished  for  two  cen- 
turies, recommences  to  smoke  in  the  midst  of  a  yawning 
gulf?  And  we  also  will  say  with  the  Prophet,  'Let 
not  thy  soul  grow  weak  at  the  sight  of  these  two 
smoking  brands  before  us  !  '  At  a  sign  from  the  Most 
High  the  winds  abate,  and  the  rain  falls  to  fertilise  our 
fields.  These  brands  depart,  and  Russia,  protected  by 
God,  recovers  itself  for  the  joy  of  her  chief,  and  for  the 
well-being  even  of  her  own  enemies.  Enter,  then,  O 
pious  Sovereign,  the  temple  where  once  thy  august 
father  came  in  the  depth  of  night  to  raise  towards 
Heaven  his  thanks  for  having  escaped  the  tempest  and 
shipwreck — enter,  and  in  thy  turn  raise  with  us  thy 
prayers  to  the  King  of  kings  for  the  cessation  of  the 
tempest  which  now  rages  both  upon  sea  and  land. 
May  Heaven  grant  this  temple  may  again  see  thee 
kneeling  before  God,  but  then  only  to  render  acknow- 
ledgments and  to  give  thanks.     Amen." 


In  the  United  States  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
excite  a  hostile  feeling  towards  this  country,  but  ap- 
parently without  success.  Several  persons  having  been 
prosecuted  at  Philadelphia  for  having  recruited  for  the 
militia  service  of  England,  Mr.  Cushing,  the  attorney- 
general,  in  a  letter  to  the  district  attorney  of  Philadel- 
phia on  the  subject  of  these  prosecutions,  made  a  violent 
attack  on  the  British  government  as  having  through  its 
agents  violated  the  rights  of  the  United  States.  A  per- 
son named  Wagner  has  been  tried  and  convicted  of 
having  contravened  the  American  Foreign  Enlistment 
Act,  and  sentenced  to  two  years'  imprisonment  and  a 
fine  of  100  dollars. 

A  railway  accident  has  occurred  near  St.  Louis  by 
which  twenty-two  persons  lost  their  lives  and  fifty  were 
wounded. 


NAEKATIVE  OF  LITEEATUKE  AND  AKT. 


The  approach  of  Christmas  has  at  length  infused  some 
activity  into  the  great  publishing  houses,  and  in  number 
and  importance  the  past  month's  contributions  to 
literature  are  at  least  respectable.  They  have  comprised, 
in  Biography,  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  the 
Memoirs  of  James  Montgomery ;  the  Life  and  Works 
oj  Goethe,  with  Sketches  of  his  Age  and  Contemporaries, 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Lewes;  a  curious  little  tract  of  Charles 
the  Second's  day,  entitled  Memoirs  of  Sir  John  King, 
Kit.,  written  by  his  Father  in  1677,  Sir  John  King 
having  been  a  highly  successful  nisi  prius  lawyer ;  a 
Life  of  Fielding,  by  Mr.  Frederick  Lawrence  ;  a  Life 
of  Jeanne  d'Albret,  the  celebrated  Queen  of  Navarre,  by 
Miss  Freer;  a  second  volume  of  Lord  Brougham's 
Sketches  of  Statesmen ;  and  an  illustrated  Life  of 
Luther.  In  History  there  has  been  published  Mr. 
Prescott's  Reign  of  Philip  the  Second,  and  Lieut.-Col. 
Hamley's  Campaign  of  Sebastopol,  the  latter  written,  as 
history  has  not  often  been  written,  on  the  spot  where 
the  history  was  acted.  To  Fiction  the  contributions 
have  been  Lady  WiUoughby,  or  the  Double  Marriage, 
a  novel  by  Mrs.  La  Touche  ;  the  first  volume  of  the 
Collected  Miscellanies  of  Mr.  Thackeray ;  a  single-volume 
story  by  Holme  Lee,  called  Gilbert  Massenger  ;  a  child's 
story  by  Mrs.  R.  Lee,  called  Sir  Thomas,  or  the  Adven- 
tures of  a  Cornish  Baronet ;  another  by  Miss  Geraldine 
Jewsbury,  Angelo,  or  the  Pine  Forest  in  the  Alps;  Tales 
of  Magic  and  Meaning,  by  Mr.  Alfred  Crowquill,  and  the 
Talking  Bird,  by  Miss  Kirby ;  and  a  sequel  to  "  Pas- 
sages in  the  Life  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Maitland  "  under 
the  title  of  Lilliesleaf.  Of  books  of  travels  the  princi- 
pal are  Pictures  from  Cuba,  by  an  American  traveller, 
Mr.  Hurlbut;  Eastern  Experiences,  by  Mr.  Kennard; 
the  Last  of  the  Arctic  Voyages,  being  a  narrative  of 
Sir  Edward  Belcher's  last  expedition  in  search  of  Sir 
John  Franklin,  published  under  the  authority  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty;  notes  of  travel 
up  The  Rhine,  by  Mr.  Henry  Mayhew,  accompanying 
a  series  of  engravings  after  drawings  by  Mr.  Birket 
Foster;  a  translation  of  M.  ,/i.bout's  description  of 
modern  Greece  and  the  Greeks ;  a  new  edition,  with 


important  additions,  of  Lord  Broughton's  Travels  in 
Albania  and  other  Provinces  of  Turkey,  forty-five 
years  ago ;  and  Two  Summer  Ci-uises  with  the  Baltic 
Fleet  last  year,  being  the  log  of  the  Pet  Yacht,  by  the 
Rev.  R.  E.  Hughes.  The  Poems  published  have  com- 
prised a  new  translation  after  iEschylus,  of  Aga- 
memnon the  King,  by  Mr.  Blew;  Mr.  Longfellow's 
Song  of  Hiawatha;  a 'new  edition  of  Longfellow's 
Miscellaneous  Poems,  illustrated  by  Gilbert ;  and  Men 
and  Women,  fifty  short  poems  by  Robert  Browning. 
Finally,  the  additions  in  Miscellaneous  Literature  have 
included  a  reply  to  Sir  James  Emerson  Tennent  on  the 
Wine  Duties  considered  financially  and  socially,  by 
Mr.  Bosville  James  ;  the  second  volume  of  Wilson's 
Nodes  Ambrosiana; ;  Mr.  Punch's  new  Pocket  Book  ; 
an  Inquiry  concerning  Religion,  by  Mr.  George  Long  ; 
the  continuation  of  Dr.  Lindley's  Ferns  of  Great 
Britain,  nature-illustrated  by  Mr.  Henry  Bradbury ; 
a  volume  of  Cambridge  Essays,  on  the  plan  of  those 
published  earlier  in  this  year  by  the  members  of  the 
sister  university  ;  the  first  volume  of  Arago's  Po}mlar 
Astronomy,  translated  and  edited  by  Admiral  Smyth  and 
Mr.  Robert  Grant ;  a  new  edition  of  JEschylus,  with  an 
English/commentary  by  Mr.  Paley  (in  Messrs.  Long's  and 
Macleane's  excellent  Bibliotheca  Classica);  a  volume  on 
Electricity  by  Mr.  Noad ;  an  essay  on  the  Music  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century  and  its  Culture,  by  Dr.  Adolph  B. 
Marx;  a  new  and  greatly  improved  edition  of  Mr. 
Haydn's  Dictionary  of  Dates  and  Universal  Reference; 
a  Pocket  Dictionary  of  the  English  and  Turkish  Lan- 
guages ;  the  Keepsake,  and  the  Court  Album  for  1856 ; 
an  elaborate  essay  on  the  Currency,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Argyle ;  an  essay  on  The  Bayeux  Tapestry, 
with  outlines  of  the  suhjects  elucidated,  by  an  accom- 
plished northern  antiquary,  Mr.  Collingwood  Bruce  ;  a 
Handbook  of  the  Arts  of  the  Middle  Ages  and  Renais- 
sance, as  applied  to  furniture  and  decorations,  translated 
from  the  French  of  Jules  Lebarte,  with  very  numerous 
and  finely  executed  woodcuts  ;  and  an  Analytical  View 
of  Sir  Isaac  Neicton's  Principia,  by  Lord  Brougham 
and  Mr.  E.  P.  Rowth. 
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COMMERCIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  17th  inst,  £11,263,224. 

LATEST   LONDON  PRICES. 

».  a. 

Gold,  stau.  per  oz.  £3  17    9    I  Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5    If 
Do.,  dust,  „  I  Mexican  dollars,        ,,       5     04 

Latest  Comparative  Value  op  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 


Paris 0-22  prem.  |  New  York 

Hamburgh O'lS  prem. 


par. 


Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  6  per  cent,  short  dates  ;  7  per 
cent.  long. 


STOCKS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

SS| 
8S4 
SSJ 

34 

209 
11 
10 

874. 

si:.; 

S6g 

31 

206 

10  dis. 

5  dis. 

S9 
SS 
SSJ 

34 
2094 
8'4  dis. 
S'5  dis. 

Paid. 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian 

Ediub.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 
Great  Northern  .... 

Great  Western    

Laucash.  <fc  Yorksk. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

951 

934 

944 

64 

6 

64-i 

59 

.-,.-,:: 

54J 

50 

494. 

50 

94 

Si 

9H 

1014 

50J 

102 

874 

814 

S64  S7 

514 

■is.:; 

50 

76 

74i 

75-4 

95 

914. 

944 

S6| 

82 

S5£ 

65 

62| 

63-4 

5Si 

56| 

564  57& 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


559,341 
56,104 

462,527 
1,056,843 

901.S51 

257,267 

S40.646 
1,029,605 

S1S.6S2 
2,253.512 

587,067 
1.097,451 

"42,891 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 

Belgian  44  per  cent.,  — 
Brazilian  5  per  cent. ,  994 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  — 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  1014 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  634-64 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  93| 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  194 
Peruvian  4J  per  cent.,  741-i 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  45 
Russian  44  per  cent.,  95i-96 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  39-38J 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  S5-S6 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Junct.,  24-2j-dis. 
Great  W.  of  Canada,  21J-224. 
Great  Luxembourg,  3|-| 
Northern  of  France,  35-35i 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref,  04-74 
Paris  and  Orleans,  43-45 
Paris  and  Lyons,  45  454 
Paris  and  Rouen,  — 
Rouen  and  Havre,  — 
West  Flanders,  Si- 
West  of  France,  294-301 


Mines. 


Linares 

Nouveau  Monde  . 


Vi-7J 


Quartz  Rock 
St.  John  Del  Rey 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 
Mines.  Banks. 


Australian i-| 

Colonial  Gold — 

Great  Nugget    i-4 

Port  Philip i-i 

South  Australian 2-i 

Railways. 
Bombay  and  Baroda  par-ipm. 

East  Indian 203-21 

fDo.,     Extension  ..       i-| 

Indian  Peninsula — 

Madras 1S|-19 


Australasian   90-92 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  15|-16i 
Loud.  Chart,  of  Aust.    IS3-I91 

South  Australian    39-41 

Union  of  Australia    . .     72-74 


Steam  Companies, 
Australasian  Pacific    . . 
Australian  Royal  Mail 
Eastern  Steam  Navig. . 
General  Screw  St.  Ship 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav. 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural  254-26 
Van  Diemeu's  Land  ...  13  15 
South  Australian  Land  34  36 


North  Brit.  Australian 

Peel  River  Land 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest. 
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AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 

ending— 

Oct.     27 
Nov.     3 

—  10 

—  17 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

s.      d. 
78       4 
SO       3 
SO       5 
SO     10 

!.      d. 

38  6 

39  0 
39       6 
39     11 

s.      rf. 
2S       8 
28       0 
28      4 
2S       0 

s.      d. 

50  1 

51  3 

52  0 
52    10 

s. 

51 
50 
51 
52 

d. 
S 
S 

11 
0 

s.     d. 

4S       9 
51       2 
51       4 
50       4 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 

I.  s.        I.  s. 
per  load  4    0  to  6    6 


Malt.  Pale,  per  qr.  74  to  84 
Malting  Barley  „  ..  42 — 45 
Oats,  best,  ,,     ..  27  —  34 

Wheat,  White,    „     ..  S5  — 93 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  75  —  77 
Country  household  6S  —  69 
American,  per  barl.  42  —  46 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  46  —  48 
Bread,  per  4  lbs. —  d.        d. 
Best  Wheaten  ..     11  to  1H 

Household 9  — 101 

Cattle —  s.    d.    s.  d. 

Beasts,  per  st.  3  8  to  5  2 
Calves  ..  „  3  0  —  4  8 
Sheep    ..     „       3     6  —  52 

Pigs 3  10  — 5    0 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South  Downs..  0  114— 1  3 
Kentish  fleeces  1     0  — 1  14 
German  Prima  2    6—36 

Australian 1     3—2  2 

Cape 0     7—17 

Spanish 1     1—2  0 

Metals. 
Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  126!. 
Iron,  Pigs,  3!.  16s.  to  51.  5s. 
Rails,  St.  10s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  251.  5s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  19!.  10s.  to  0(.  0s. 
Tin,  English  block,  128J. ; 
Banca,  124!. ;  8pelter,23l.  15s. ; 
Quicksilver,  per  lb.,  Is.  lOd. 

Provisions. 
Beef — Irish  In.,  per  tr.,  150s. ; 

Hambro',  125s.  to  127s.  6d. ; 

American,  125s.  to  150s. 
Bacon,  p.  cwt. — Irish,  61s.  to 

66s. ;  American,  54s.  to  5Ss. 
Butter — Dorset,  p.  cwt.,  114s. 

to  120s. ;  Irish,  9Ss.  to  112s. ; 

Dutch,  90s.  to  94s. 
Cheese; — Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

60s.  to  SOs. ;  Wiltshire.  56s.  to 

74s. ;  Dutch,  56s.  to  60s. 
Hams— York,    SSs.  to   110s.; 

Irish,   SOs.   to  SOs.  ;    West- 
phalia, 72s.  to  74s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

Ss.  2d.  to  4s.  6d. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

8  lb.,  3s.  2d.  to  4s.  Gd. 
Pork,  per  S  lb. ,  3s.  Sd.  to  5s.  4d. 
Veal,  3s.  id.  to  5s.  Od. 
Lamb,  0s.  Od.  to  0s.  Od. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  reds, 

90s.  to  110s. ;  Regts,  100s.  to 

110s. 


Hay.... 

Clover. . 
Straw . . 


5  IS  — 6  12 
1    4  —  1  13 


Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  122. 10s. 
to  HI.  5s.  ;  Rape  cake, 
do.,  7!.  15s. ;  Bones,  per  ton, 
51.  0s.  to  13!.  10s. 

Hops.— Kents,  60s.  to  120s. 
Sussex,  70s.  to  SOs. 

Poultry — Capons,   6s.  Od.  to 

Ss.   Od. ;    Fowls,    3s.  Od.  to 

5s.  0d. ;    Clucks,   3s.  Gd.  to 

5s.  Od. ;    Ducks,   Is.  9d.  to 

2s.  Od. ;  Geese,  4s.  Od.  to 
7s.  Od.  ;  Turkeys,  4s.  Od.  to 
Ss.  ;  Pigeons,  Od.  to  Od. 

Hides,  &c.  —  Market,  96  1b., 
41d.  to  5d.  ;  ditto,  Horse- 
hides,  salted,  0s.  Od.  to 
0s.  Od.  each. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton,  56!.  0s.  ; 
Sperm,  128!. :  Pale  Seal,  64!. 
10s. ;  Rape,  59!.  to  02!.  ;  Co- 
coa-nut, 49!.  to  51!.  ;  Palm, 
50!.  ;  Linseed,  44(.  0s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
69!.  0s.  to  70!.  10s.  ;  Sheep, 
70!.  0s.  to  71!.  0s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad.  55s. 
to  64s. ;  Bahia,  51s.  to  53s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 55s.  Od.  tn56s.  Od.;  Do., 
Plantation,  77s.  to  S2s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, S2s.  to  90s.  ;  Jamaica, 
66s.  to  S4s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  2Ss.  Od.  to  38s.  Od.  ; 
Bengal.  15s.  Od.  to  ISs.  6d. 

Sugar — Barbadoes.  per  cwt., 
60s.  Od.  to  66s. '  Od. ;  Mau- 
ritius, 00s.  Od.  to  65s.  6d.  ; 
Bengal,  61s.  Od.  to  69s.  Od. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
71s.  6d.  to  74s.  Od. ;  Bastards, 
0s.  Od.  to  0s.  0d.;  Crushed, 
5Ss. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  0d.)— 
Congou,  9id.  to  2s.  3d.  ; 
Souchong,  9d.  to  2s.  6d.  ; 
Hyson,  Is.  3d.  to  4s.  Od. ; 
Assam,  Is.  Gd.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 
departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1S55. 

To  Sept.  30 
October    

Total  to  Oct.  31 


Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

50,544 
3,269 

15,259 
21 

79,072 
7,779 

2,151 
242" 

53,S13 

15,280 

86,851 

2,393 

147,026 
11,311 

158,337 


Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney . . . 
Adelaide . . 
Hobart  Tn. 


Cabin. 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£30  to  £60  £20  to  £30 


40  —  60 
30  —  65 
40  —   65 


IS  —  32 
20  —  35 
25  —  35 


Steerage. 


Goods  per 
4(1  Cubic  feet. 


£15  to  £21 
15  —  20 
IS  —  21 
20  —  22 


40s.  to  45s. 
30  —  40 
30  —  40 
30  —  40 
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NAKRATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


Parliament,  which  stood  prorogued  to  the  11th  inst.,  ! 
has  been  further  prorogued  to  the  31st  of  January,  then  j 
to  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business. 

It  appears  from  a  recent  Parliamentary  return  that 
some  of  the  collectors  of  Income-tax  get  enormous 
incomes  by  the  poundage.  There  are  122  collectors  who 
receive  200Z.  and  upwards  ;  in  the  aggregate  they  are 
paid  66,562/.  The  collectors  appear  to  be  paid  at  the 
same  rate  of  poundage  under  the  enhanced  tax  as  before, 
— swelling  their  remuneration  to  an  astonishing  figure  : 
Mr.  Richard  Till  received  2967/.  in  1853;  5788/.  in 
1854.  One  collector  received  281 3/.  in  1854,  another 
1300/.,  a  third  1710/.,  a  fourth  3042/.  In  contrast  to 
these  overgrown  payments,  a  correspondent  of  the 
Times  states  that  a  collector  at  Burnham,  for  much 
labour,  gains  but  13/.  a-year,  and  that  only  if  he  happens 
to  incur  no  losses. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  at  a  dinner  given  to  the  retiring 
mayor  of  Tam worth,  made  a  speech  respecting  the  Naval 
Management  of  the  War,  which,  as  coming  from  a  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  has  excited  some  surprise.  Speaking 
for  the  ministers  his  colleagues,  he  said,  that  however 
determined  the  government  may  be  in  carrying  on  the 
war,  it  will  be  useless  unless  we  have  fitting  agents 
abroad  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  Lord  Palmerston. 
Eight  or  nine  millions  had  been  spent  on  the  Baltic 
fleet  last  year,  yet  that  fleet  had  not  answered  the 
expectations  of  the  public.  Again,  take  the  fleet  in 
the  Black  Sea.  Admiral  Dundas  had  been  recalled 
before  Lord  Palmerston  came  into  office.  Admiral 
Dundas  is  a  brave  man  ;  but  he  had  to  give  way  to 
Admiral  Lyons,  who  it  was  thought  would  inspire 
more  vigour  into  the  actions  of  the  fleet.  Sir  Robert 
did  not  believe  that  such  had  turned  out  to  be  the 
case,  but  they  expected  more  from  Admiral 
Lyons,  because  his  fleet  was  twice  as  large 
as  that  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Dun- 
das. Admiral  Lyons  had  six  first-class  steam-ships, 
thirteen  steam-frigates,  twenty  steam-sloops,  besides 
mortar- vessels  and  other  kinds  of  boats;  and  in  addition 
to  all  these,  six  or  seven  sail-of-the-line.  Now,  Nelson 
with  thirteen  sail-of-the-line  gained  the  battles  of  the 
Baltic  and  the  Nile ;  and  Sir  Robert  thought  they 
would  agree  with  him  that  all  had  not  been  accom- 
plished by  Admiral  Lyons  in  the  Black  Sea  which  might 
have  been.  (A  Voice—"  The  enemy  would  not  come 
out.")  It  was  said  that  the  enemy  would  not  come  out, 
and  that  might  be  perfectly  true  ;  yet,  notwithstanding, 
he  must  say  that,  whether  right  or  wrong,  the  people 
expected,  after  the  enormous  outlay  incurred  on  the 
fleet,  much  more  would  have  been  done.  In  the  last 
war  the  sailing-vessels  had  to  manoeuvre  and  work  their 
way  in  to  attack  the  enemy's  forts,  and  to  make  their 
escape  the  best  way  they  could,  and  then  there  was  no 
hesitation  in  attacking  forts  ;  but  now,  when,  by  the  aid 
of  steam,  a  vessel  might  get  beyond  the  reach  of  harm  in 
five  minutes,  our  vessels  had  not  been  (with  one  single 
exception)  within  2000  yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
2000  yards  was  the  respectful  distance  they  kept, 
and  it  was  at  this  range  that  Sweaborg  was  attacked. 
This  was  not  the  way  in  which  Nelson  and  Exmouth 
acted.  They  all  knew  the  way  in  which  Nelson  at- 
tacked the  famous  Dutch  [Danish]  three-crown  battery  ; 
and  at  Algiers  Lord  Exmouth  went  in  with  five  sail  of 
the  line,  five  frigates,  four  bomb-vessels,  and  one  or  two 


other  small  vessels,  making  altogether  sixteen;  and  he 
did  not  stop  at  a  distance  of  2000  yards,  but  within  200 
yards  of  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  guns  he  attacked 
and  captured  the  place.  Captain  Townshend,  the  other 
member  for  Tamworth,  regretted  that  his  colleague, 
who  spoke  so  well  on  most  matters,  had  not  made 
himself  better  acquainted  with  naval  affairs.  The  navy 
(he  said)  have  done  a  great  deal,  and,  with  proper  ap- 
pliances, they  would  yet  do  a  great  deal  more ;  and  he 
should  look  to  Sir  Robert  for  a  supply  of  gun-boats  and 
mortar-boats;  and  if  there  was  not  a  sufficient  number 
provided,  he  should  call  him  to  account  the  next  time 
they  assembled  there.  This  remark  was  received  with 
cheers  and  laughter. 

The  Treaty  concluded  on  the  21st  of  November,  be- 
tween France,  England,  and  Sweden,  has  been  pub- 
lished. It  is  declared  that  the  treaty  is  concluded  to 
prevent  every  complication  of  a  nature  to  trouble  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe.  By  article  1  the  King  of 
Sweden  engages  himself  not  to  cede  to  Russia,  nor  to 
exchange  with  her,  nor  to  allow  her  to  occupy,  any  por- 
tion of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Sweden 
and  Norway.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and 
Norway  engages  himself,  moreover,  not  to  cede  to 
Russia  any  right  of  pasturage  or  fishing  ground,  or  of 
any  other  nature  whatsoever,  as  well  for  the  said  terri- 
tories as  for  the  coast  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  to 
reject  any  claim  (pretention)  Russia  might  raise  to 
establish  the  existence  of  any  of  the  abovenamed  rights. 
Art.  2.  In  case  Russia  should  make  any  proposition  to 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  or  any 
demand  with  a  view  to  obtain  either  the  cession  or 
exchange  of  any  portion  whatever  of  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  be  it  the  per- 
mission to  occupy  certain  points  of  the  said  territory,  or 
the  cession  of  fishing  or  pasturage  rights,  or  of  any  other 
on  those  same  territories,  or  on  the  coast  of  Sweden  and 
Norway,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway 
engages  himself  to  communicate  immediately  such  pro- 
position to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and 
to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England ;  and  their  said 
Majesties  take  on  their  part  the  engagement  to  provide 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway  with  suf- 
ficient naval  and  military  forces  to  co-operate  with  the 
naval  and  military  forces  of  his  said  Majesty,  with  a 
view  to  resist  the  claims  or  aggressions  of  Russia.  The 
nature,  the  importance,  and  the  destina'ion  of  the  forces 
in  question  shall,  the  case  occurring,  be  decided  by  a 
common  agreement  between  the  Three  Powers. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

An  action  for  Criminal  Conversation  was  tried  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  on  the  3rd  instant.  The  plain- 
tiff was  Mr.  Hawker,  a  Devonshire  gentleman  ;  the 
defendant  Sir  Henry  Seale,  a  major  in  the  Devon 
Militia.  Mrs.  Hawker,  formerly  Miss  rolkinghorn, 
married  Captain  Murray,  who  was  killed  in  the  Caft're 
war.  On  her  return  to  England  she  married  Mr.  Hawker. 
Unfortunately,  although  much  attached  to  each  other, 
they  perpetually  quarrelled  about  trifles,  and  separated 
in  the  end.  In  1854,  however,  Mrs.  Hawker  made 
advances  toward  a  reconciliation,  and  wrote  a  tender 
appeal  to  her  husband,  promising  that  there  should  be 
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no  more  temper  on  her  part,  and  that  she  would  try  to 
win  back  that  affection  that  seemed  to  be  gone  from 
her.  Friends  were  deputed  to  bring  about  a  reunion 
of  husband  and  wife ;  but  in  the  meantime,  Sir  Henry 
Seale,  a  married  man  with  a  family,  appeared  on  the 
scene,  and  won  the  wile's  affections.  Mrs.  Hawker 
lodged  at  the  house  of  a  Miss  Spurling  at  Clifton.  Here 
Sir  Henry  paid  her  frequent  visits  ;  occupied  a  dressing- 
room  adjoining  her  bedroom ;  dined  with  her;  staid  in 
the  house  until  midnight,  sometimes  all  night.  On  one 
occasion  his  red  sash  was  found  on  Mrs.  Hawker's  bed. 
Miss  Spurling  said,  that  so  long  as  her  rent  was  paid, 
what  went  on  did  not  concern  her.  Thft  evidence,  in 
one  instance  direct,  led  to  the  belief  that  the  husband 
had  been  wronged.  He  only  sought  damages  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  obtain  a  divorce.  The  defence  was 
limited  to  the  efforts  of  Sir  Frederick  Thesiger  to  make 
out  that  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  was  weak  and 
inconclusive.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  awarded  him  100/.  damages. 

The  Court  for  the  Consideration  of  Crown  Cases 
Reserved  has  Quashed  the  Conviction  of  Cosmo  Gordon 
for  Felony  in  not  surrendering  to  a  fiat  in  bankruptcy. 
At  the  trial,  eight  legal  objections  were  reserved  ;  the 
judges  soon  decided  seven  against  the  prisoner,  but 
they  took  time  to  consider  the  eighth,  and  even  had  it 
reargued  before  them.  The  eighth  objection  was,  that 
Only  one  copy  of  the  notice  of  adjudication  of  bankruptcy 
was  left  at  the  counting-house  of  Davidson  and  Gordon, 
whereas  there  ought  to  have  been  two,  one  for  each 
partner :  on  the  back  of  the  document  was  a  form  of 
protection  from  arrest;  "each  bankrupt,"  said  Mr. 
Chambers,  "  had  a  right  to  a  copy  which  he  might  carry 
in  his  pocket."  Lord  Campbell,  Barons  Parke  and 
Alderson,  and  Justices  Cresswell,  Williams,  and  Cromp- 
ton,  held  that  two  notices  should  have  been  left  at  the 
bankrupts'  place  of  business  ;  Lord  Chief- Justice  Jervis, 
Baron  Piatt,  and  Justices  Erie  and  Willes,  thought  one 
notice  sufficient.  After  this  acquittal,  they  were  in- 
dicted for  obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences  within 
three  months  of  their  bankruptcy.  The  charge  was 
sustained  by  the  evidence,  and  the  j  ury  returned  a  verdict 
of  guilty.  In  passing  sentence,  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge 
said,  that  in  the  present  case  he  saw  no  circumstances  of 
mitigation  to  call  upon  him  not  to  pass  the  extreme 
sentence  under  the  act  of  Parliament  upon  which  the 
indictments  were  framed  ;  and  it  was  therefore  his  duty 
to  pass  upon'.them  the  full  sentence  of  the  law — that 
they  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for  two 
years. 

At  Stafford  Assizes,  on  the  3rd  inst.,  the  Grand  Jury, 
to  the  astonishment  of  every  one,  Ignored  the  Bill  of 
Indictment  against  Alice  Grey.  Mr.  Scotland  applied 
to  Mr.  Justice  Williams  to  detain  the  accused  till  another 
indictment  could  be  prepared  ;  her  counsel  resisted  this 
as  quite  unprecedented;  and  eventually  the  judge 
ordered  her  to  be  liberated.  She  was  immediately 
arrested  on  a  charge  of  perjury  at  Birmingham.  When 
produced  before  the  Birmingham  magistrates  on  the  5th, 
charged  with  committing  perjury  in  accusing  a  man  of 
robbing  her  in  October  last, — she  was  remanded,  as  a 
government  notice  had  been  received  that  she  was  to 
be  taken  to  Wolverhampton  to  meet  a  charge  there. 

A  most  daring  Robbery  with  Violence  has  been  com- 
mitted at  Walworth.  Mr.  Towell,  a  middle-aged  gentle- 
man, at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  was  asked  for  alms 
in  the  street  by  a  man  of  colour;  he  gave  it;  a  few 
minutes  after,  as  Mr.  Towell  was  opening  his  gate  at 
Brunswick- terrace,  he  was  knocked  down  by  a  tremen- 
dous blow  on  the  head,  which  rendered  him  insensible ; 
and  then  his  gold  watch,  chain,  and  seals  were  violently 
torn  from  his  pocket.  Two  boys  saw  the  man  of  colour 
and  three  other  fellows  knock  down  Mr.  Towell  and 
run  off  with  the  booty.  The  coloured  man  has  been 
apprehended.  Mr.  Towell  was  suffering  from  nervous 
headache  at  the  time  of  the  robbery,  which  gave  him 
the  appearance  of  having  been  drinking,  and  doubtless 
induced  the  robbers  to  select  him  as  a  victim. 

The  Reverend  Vladimir  Petcherine  has  been  tried  at 
the  Dublin  Commission  Court,  on  the  charge  of  Burning 
the  Bible  at  Kingstown.  A  boy  named  James  Hamilton 
was  included  in  the  indictment.  The  trial  began  on 
the  7th  instant,  and  occupied  two  days.     In  his  opening 


speech  for  the  prosecution,  Mr.  Keogh  described  how 
Petcherine  had  exhorted  the  people  of  Kingstown  to 
abandon  and  bring  to  him  books  of  an  immoral  tendency. 
Among  the  numbers  of  books  brought  in  were  several 
copies  of  the  Bible  and  New  Testament.  Were  these 
volumes  included  in  the  attacks  made  on  the  licentious 
press  ?  Why  were  they  brought,  unless  included  ?  The 
books  were  burnt,  the  Bible  and  Testament  among 
them,  in  the  most  open  manner;  and  if  they  were 
knowingly  burnt,  the  law  was  so  clear  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  Petcherine  had  committed  an  offence.  The 
attorney-general  then  described  at  some  length  the 
relation  of  the  Bible  to  the  administration  of  justice. 
"  From  the  humblest  individual  who  is  called  to  attest 
to  any  fact,  to  the  sovereign  who  sits  on  the  throne, 
there  is  no  security  for  anything  except  what  is  based 
on  the  authorized  version  of  the  Scriptures.  The  law  as 
laid  down  by  our  greatest  authorities,  and  as  it  has  been 
recognised  and  established  in  our  recent  cases,  is  thus 
stated — '  Offences  immediately  against  God  are  by  com- 
mon law  indictable ;  as  all  blasphemy  against  God, 
denying  His  being  or  providence ;  all  profane  scoffing 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  or  exposing  any  part  thereof  to 
contempt  or  ridicule.'  '  The  offence  was  equally  com- 
mitted whether  the  Bible  were  the  Douay  version,  the 
Rhenish  version,  or  the  authorised  version.  The 
evidence  for  the  prosecution  was  then  taken.  Christopher 
Duff,  a  boy  engaged  in  the  business,  deposed,  that,"at 
the  request  of  Father  Petcherine,  he  had  wheeled  a 
barrow  full  of  books  from  the  Father's  lodgings  to  the 
courtyard  of  the  chapel.  Another  boy  wheeled  a  second 
barrow.  When  Father  Petcherine  arrived,  the  books 
were  tumbled  out ;  and  the  Father,  giving  order  that 
they  should  be  set  on  fire,  went  away  towards  the 
vestry.  A  crowd  of  persons  had  collected.  The  fire 
was  not  lighted  until  the  Father  had  gone.  When  the 
Father  came  back,  the  books  were  well  burnt,  but  not 
consumed.  Henry  Lawson,  labourer,  said  that  he  saw, 
among  the  books,  Byron's  Poems,  some  tracts,  a  New 
Testament,  a  Prayer-book,  and  a  Bible.  Mr.  W.  T. 
Darkin,  a  Sub-Inspector  of  Factories,  and  Policeman 
Halpin,  deposed  that  they  saw  a  Bible  and  Testament 
in  the  fire ;  and  the  Reverend  R.  Wallace,  Dissenting 
minister,  produced  a  portion  of  the  books  of  Deutero- 
nomy and  Joshua  which  he  had  rescued  from  the  flames. 
For  the  defence,  Mr.  O'Hagan  described  the  accused  as 
one  who,  though  a  stranger,  had  resided  in  this  country 
long  enough  to  make  him  one  of  ourselves.  For  four- 
teen or  twenty  years  he  had  been  an  alien  from  his 
native  land,  where  he  had  abandoned  a  high  position 
for  conscience  sake.  The  indictment  charged  against 
the  accused  a  matter  of  fact  and  a  matter  of  intention. 
The  counsel  resisted  both.  His  client  had  only  en- 
deavoured, in  discharge  of  a  religious  duty,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  circulation  of  immoral  publications  in  Kings- 
town, and  had  required  them  to  be  delivered  at  his 
lodgings.  They  were  sent  in  multitudes,  and  he  directed 
them  to  be  burnt.  It  would  have  been  better  had  they 
not  been  publicly  burnt.  There  is  not  any  evidence  to 
show  that  he  was  cognisant  of  the  presence,  among  the 
many  books  that  were  consumed,  of  the  Bible  and  Tes- 
tament— the  only  Bible  and  Testament  that  had  been 
distinctly  referred  to.  He  was  for  a  few  minutes  a  not 
very  close  witness  of  the  burning ;  and  all  the  fragments 
in  the  world  proved  nothing  against  him,  when  it  was 
considered  that  great  opportunities  existed  for  other 
persons  to  have  thrown  Bibles  into  the  heap.  Mr. 
O'Hagan  denied  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is 
the  enemy  of  the  Scriptures.  From  the  time  when  the 
early  Christians  took  shelter  in  the  Catacomhs  at  Rome 
to  this  day,  the  Church  has  preserved  the  Scriptures. 
The  monks  perpetuated  and  spread  them  through  the 
earth;  and  the  Church  called  it  preeminently  "  the 
Book."  When  printing  was  invented,  the  first  employ- 
ment of  the  press  on  any  great  and  important  scile  was 
in  the  production  of  that  Massarene  Bible  which  is  a 
miracle  to  later  times.  The  only  witness  produced  on 
behalf  of  the  accused  was  called  to  show  the  nature  of 
those  discourses  in  which  he  had  asked  for  books.  But 
this  testimony  was  rejected  by  the  court;  and  the 
counsel  for  the  defence  therefore  closed  their  case. 
Baron  Green  summed  up;  and,  after  deliberating  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict 
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of  acquittal.  This  announcement  was  received  with 
the  most  vociferous  applause,  which  was  taken  up  by 
the  crowds  assembled  outside ;  who  interspersed  their 
exclamations  of  delight  with  groans  for  the  attorney- 
general  and  her  Majesty's  law-officers.  The  jury  was 
composed  of  five  Protestants  and  seven  Roman  Catholics; 
the  foreman  was  a  member  of  the  Established  Church. 
James  Hamilton,  a  boy  concerned  in  the  burning  of  the 
books,  was  tried  on  Monday,  and  acquitted.  Edward 
Haydon,  an  ardent  disciple  of  Father  Petcherine,  was 
tried  on  the  10th,  for  assaulting  one  of  the  witnesses  for 
the  prosecution.  He  was  found  guilty,  but  strongly 
recommended  to  mercy.  Baron  Green  sentenced  him 
to  three  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour.  The 
streets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  court  were 
illuminated  in  commemoration  of  the  acquittal  of 
Petcherine. 

At  Durham,  on  the  7th  inst,  the  trial  began  of  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Snaith.  Wooler,  who  has  been  in  custody  for  the  last 
three  months  on  suspicion  of  having  wilfully  Murdered 
his  Wife,  by  administering  poison  to  her  during  a  very 
long  illness.  The  trial  lasted  several  days,  and  excited  the 
greatest  interest.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
facts.  Mrs.  Wooler,  the  deceased,  was  the  daughter  of 
a  medical  man,  and  married  the  prisoner  eighteen  years 
ago.  They  resided  for  some  time  in  India.  About 
seven  years  since  they  came  to  live  at  Burdon,  near 
Darlington.  She  never  was  of  robust  health,  but  expe- 
rienced no  serious  illness  till  the  8th  of  May  last,  when 
she  was  seized  with  vomitings.  Dr.  Jackson,  a  medical 
man,  was  then  called  in,  and  attended  her  till  her  death, 
on  the  17th  of  June.  His  assistant,  Mr.  Henzell,  saw 
her  on  the  16th  of  May,  but  not  again  till  the  4th  of 
June,  and  thence  continually  till  her  death.  Her 
illness  continued,  accompanied  by  diarrhoea.  On  the 
7th  of  June,  the  symptoms  of  the  patient  attracted  Dr. 
Jackson's  attention,  and  he  began  to  suspect  that  she 
was  labouring  under  arsenical  poison, — restlessness, 
faintness,  severe  hiccough,  intense  thirst,  besides 
purging  and  vomiting,  which  went  on  as  usual.  On 
the  8th  of  June,  Dr.  Hazlewood,  of  Darlington,  was 
called  in,  but  Dr.  Jackson  did  not  communicate  his 
suspicions  to  him.  Consumption  being  apprehended, 
her  lungs  were  examined,  but  nothing  wrong  could  be 
discovered  in  them.  Dr.  Jackson  treated  the  case  as 
one  of  influenza.  The  three  medical  men  continued 
their  attendance  till  her  death,  on  Wednesday,  the 
27th  of  June.  For  fourteen  days  before  her  death  their 
attenticn  was  attracted  by  certain  indications.  On 
Friday,  the  29th,  a  post-mortem  examination  took  place, 
from  which  they  concluded  the  cause  of  death  to  be  an 
irritant  poison.  A  portion  of  the  viscera  was  tested  by 
Dr.  Richardson,  and  he  detected  the  presence  of  arsenic. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  the  30th  of  June,  and,  by  ad- 
journment, on  the  13th  of  July.  The  conclusion  of  the 
inquest  jury  was  that  the  deceased  died  of  poison,  but 
no  person  was  charged  with  administering  it.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Wooler  was  apprehended  on  this  charge.  The 
body  was  exhumed  on  the  4th  of  August,  and  a  portion 
of  the  viscera  was  sent  to  Dr.  Taylor,  of  London,  who 
had  no  doubt  of  the  presence  of  arsenical  poison  in  it, 
apparently  administered  from  time  to  time  in  small 
portions  in  solution.  Dr.  Richardson,  of  Newcastle, 
also  tested  a  portion  of  the  viscera,  and  detected  the 
presence  of  arsenic.  The  symptoms  exhibited  during 
her  illness  also  indicated  death  by  slow  poison.  The 
bottles  containing  the  remains  of  medicine^which  had 
been  administered  were  [also  submitted  to  competent 
persons,  and  in  those  remains  no  traces  of  poison  could 
be  discovered.  The  poison,  it  was  urged,  must  have 
been  administered  by  some  person  of  skill.  The  deceased 
objected  to  the  attendance  of  a  nurse,  and  none  was 
engaged.  Two  friends,  Miss  Middleton  and  Miss  Lan- 
chester,  frequently  saw  her  during  her  illness.  These 
two  ladies,  with  the  exception  of  the  prisoner's  brother, 
were  the  only  persons  about  the  deceased  during  her 
illness.  To  use  poison  in  the  wayMn  which  it  must 
have  been  administered  to  the  deceased  required  skill 
and  knowledge  in  the  subject  of  poisons,  the  evidence 
given  of  Mr.  Wooler's  own  conversation  went  to  show 
that  he  possessed  both  knowledge  and  skill.  He  was 
about  her  during  the  whole  of  her  illness,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  day,  the  20th  of  June.    He  administered 


injections  and  other  medicines.     On  two  occasions  the 
prisoner  produced  to  Dr.  Hazlewood  and  Dr.  Jackson  a 
small   basket  containing    bottles,   one   of    which    was 
labelled  "  Fowler's  arsenic,"  a  well-known  preparation 
of  arsenic.     They  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  of  this 
arsenic,  but  the   bottle  which  contained  it  had   disap- 
peared.    At  the  inquest  it  was  sent  for  from  the  pri- 
soner's house.  Several  bottles  were  brought  back.  This 
could  not  be  found.     Enemas  were  employed  for  admi- 
nistering  injections.     The   prisoner   had   a   syringe   of 
pewter,  which  was  used.     On  one  occasion  the  elastic 
pipe  got  stopped  up.     The  prisoner  borrowed  a  syringe 
of  Mr.  Fothergill,  a  medical  man.     No  other  syringe 
was  used  till  her  death.     Fothergill's  syringe  was  then 
returned  to  him.     Some  time  after,  when  this  matter 
became   talked   about,    Mr.   Fothergill   examined   this 
syringe.     The  pipe  was  stopped  up.     It  was  carefully 
examined  by  him,  and  in  his  opinion  arsenic  was  there. 
His  test,  it  was  admitted,  was  not  a  safe  one;  but  a 
further  and  more  accurate  examination  showed  a  greater 
quantity  of  arsenic  than  the  test  could  contain.     The 
conduct  of  the  prisoner,  however,  showed  no  indications 
of  a  desire  to  get  rid  of  his  wife.     Throughout  her 
illness,  and  during  her  last  days,  he  attended  upon  her 
by  day  and  night  with  the  most  affectionate  solicitude. 
They  had  always  lived  together  upon  the  most  affec- 
tionate terms,  and  no  pecuniary  reason  existed  why  he 
should  desire  her   death,  neither  was   any  suggestion 
thrown   out  that   he   wished   to    disembarrass  himself 
of  his  wife,  that  he  might  contract  a  fresh  marriage  or 
form  any  illicit  connection.     It  was  not,  however,  until 
several  times  urged  by  Dr.  Jackson  that  he  consented  to 
further  advice  being  called.  It  was  stated  by  the  medical 
witnesses,  that  among  other   undoubted  symptoms   of 
arsenic   having   been   taken   there   is   tingling   of    the 
hands.  On  the  23rd  of  June  Dr.  Hazlewood  ascertained 
from  deceased  herself  the   existence  of  this  symptom. 
It  was  not  till  the  same  day  that  the  prisoner,  who  had 
seen  the  deceased  after  she  had  told  the  circumstance  to 
Dr.  Hazlewood,  told  them.  In  his  presence  the  medical 
men  asked  her  how  long  she  had  this  tingling.     She 
answered,  "  Three  or  four  days."     He  remarked  it  was 
not  so  long.     She  replied  that  it  was,  and  that  she  had 
requested  him  to  inform  the  doctors,  but  he  had  for- 
gotten it.     Mr.  Henzell  examined  the  deceased's  stools 
and  urine  before  the  22nd  and  after  the  23rd  of  June. 
On  the   former  day  Mr.  Henzell  went  to   the  coach- 
house, where  the  urine  was  usually  kept   for  exami- 
nation, but  he  could  find  none.     He  asked  prisoner  for 
some.     A  bottle  of  urine  was  sent  on  that  day,  but  it 
differed  in  character  from  what  he  had  examined  pre- 
viously or  subsequently.     The  servant  girl  on  the  22nd 
brought    the    urine   from    the    coach-house   into    the 
kitchen,  whence  prisoner  himself  conveyed  the  bottle 
to  Mr.  Henzell.     Many  other  slighter  circumstances  of 
suspicion   were   urged   against   the   prieoner,    amongst 
them  his  apparent  indifference  when  his  wife's  death 
was    evidently    approaching,    his    not    attending    her 
funeral,   the  different  accounts   of  the  nature   of  her 
illness  which  he  wrote  to  her  relations,  and  an  incorrect 
statement  of  the  cause  of  death  made  by  him  to  the 
registrar.    Yet  throughout  these  suspicious  occurrences, 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  motive  could  be  traced,  and  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  failed  to  suggest  any.     Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Wilkins,  who  conducted  the  defence,  insisted  that 
Mrs.   Wooler's  death  was  to  be   ascribed  only  to  the 
infamous  conduct  of  the  medical  attendants  of  the  de- 
ceased.   "  Had  they,"  said  Serjeant  Wilkins,  "  divulged 
in  time  the  suspicions  they  entertained  on  the  7th  of 
June,  she  might  have  been  saved.     They  say  that  the 
poison  must  have   been  administered   by  a  person   of 
skill.     What  says  Dr.  Taylor  ?    He  says  that  the  poison 
might   have   been  administered  '  or  taken.'     He  drew 
the   distinction    between    administering    by   skill   and 
taken  by  mistake.    They  say  the  poison  must  have  been 
administered  by  a  person  of  skill  who  had  the  means. 
Dr.  Jackson,  Dr.   Hazlewood,    and  Mr.   Henzell  were 
each  such  persons.     Why  should  not  they  be  accused  ? 
It  may  be  said,  they  had  no  motive;  no  more  had  he; 
his  motives  were  all  the  other  way."     Serjeant  Wilkins 
rebutted  the   accusation   of   indifference,    and  demon- 
strated from  the  evidence  that  the  prisoner's  conduct 
proved  quite  the  contrary.  It  was  said  that  the  prisoner 
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was  unwilling  to  call  in  proper  medical  aid,  but  it  was 
shown  that  he  had  done  so.  "  Dr.  Jackson  suspected 
poison  on  the  7th.  On  the  Sth  he  told  the  prisoner  he 
believed  she  was  consumptive.  He  admits  that  doctors 
do  now  and  then  cheat  each  other.  If  the  prisoner  was 
poisoning  her,  why,  when  he  sot  Dr.  Jackson,  who 
attributed  her  illness  to  natural  causes,  did  he  call  in 
other  medical  aid  ?  Generally  speaking,  a  criminal  is  a 
coward,  and  seeks  to  conciliate  the  man  who  can  detect 
his  guilt.  Yet  the  prisoner  abuses  Dr.  Jackson,  and 
speaks  of  him  in  terms  of  anger.  The  prisoner  requests 
Dr.  Hazlewood  to  write  out  a  history  of  his  wife's  sym- 
ptoms, to  be  sent  to  his  nephew,  in  order  to  be  laid 
before  Sir  John  Fife.  Dr.  Hazlewood  was  requested  to 
give  a  faithful  statement.  He  left  out  the  last  symptom 
— the  tingling  of  the  hands.  Why  did  he  suppress  it?  " 
After  refuting  other  points  that  had  been  urged  as  esta- 
blishing the  prisoner's  guilt,  Serjeant  Wilkins  dwelt 
upon  the  absence  of  motive,  and  upon  the  affection 
which  the  prisoner  had  shown  towards  his  wife,  and 
upon  the  safer  and  surer  means  that  were  within  his 
reach  had  he  resolved  to  poison  her.  They  loved  each 
other  tenderly.  Every  witness  has  testified  to  this.  I 
grant  that  a  mask  may  be  worn  .for  a  short  time,  but 
not  for  twenty  years.  MissBrecknell  resided  in  the  house, 
and  has  been  there  since.  She  came  down  to  nurse  her 
sister.  She  believes  the  prisoner  innocent.  She  never 
saw  anything  butkindness-between  them.  They  say  that 
the  prisoner  was  well  acquainted  with  drugs.  But  if 
he  was,  why  did  he  administer  arsenic  at  all  ?  No 
poison  is  so  easily  detected.  He  had  strychnine,  which 
is  much  more  difficult  to  discover.  If  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  poisons  he  knew  all  the  symptoms  of 
arsenic.  Why  did  he  call  in  a  doctor  at  all  ?  His  wife 
resisted  it.  He  furnishes  the  medical  attendants  with 
her  vomits  and  evacuations.  "  I  kept  a  book  in  which 
I  entered  all  her  symptoms."  Can  it  be  said  that  any 
entry  is  incorrect.  He  informs  the  doctors  of  tetanic 
spasms  ?  He  consents  to  the  post-mortem  examination. 
After  the  inquest  he  causes  portions  of  the  body  to  be 
examined  at  his  expense  .by  Professor  Taylor.  They 
have  not  shown  that  he  ever  purchased  any  arsenic. 
The  bottles  were  long  kept  in  the  house,  and  any  body 
might  have  access  to  them.  The  verdict  of  the  coroner's 
jury,  that  Mrs.  Wooler  died  by  poison,  is  the  only 
verdict  to  which  any  jury  can  come.  By  whom  admi- 
nistered it  has  not  been  shown.  Mr.  Baron  Martin 
summed  up  with  some  observations  upon  the  case  and 
the  evidence.  It  is  clear,  he  said,  that  the  prisoner  had 
a  large  collection  of  drugs  in  his  possession,  and  Fowler's 
solution  was  among  them.  At  the  inquest  it  is  said  that 
his  bottle  was  not  produced,  but  no  imj  ortance  appears 
to  have  been  then  attached  to  the  circumstance.  It  does 
not  appear  but  that,  if  the  prisoner  had  been  asked 
about  it,  he  could  have  produced  it  or  given  an  explana- 
tion of  it.  The  next  circumstance  relied  on  was  that 
the  prisoner  had  not  furnished  proper  medical  advice 
for  his  wife.  Having  called  in  Dr.  Jackson,  he  finds 
fault  with  him.  The  next  matter  urged  was  that  the 
prisoner  kept  a  book  in  which  he  entered  his  wife's 
symptoms.  We  may  assume  that  r.o  entry  ap- 
pears to  make  against  him,  or  it  would  have  been 
read.  The  next  matter  is  very  important.  It  is  that 
the  doctors  having  desired  the  prisoner  to  communicate 
to  them  the  tingling  of  the  hands  if  it  should  occur,  he 
omitted  to  do  so.  Upon  this  point  the  counsel  for  the 
prosecution  has  been  misinstructed.  Dr.  Jackson  and 
Dr.  Hazlewood  say  they  never  so  requested  the  pri- 
soner to  inform  them  of  this,  neither  do  they  agree  as 
to  the  exact  time  or  manner  in  which  the  prisoner  did 
communicate  the  circumstance.  The  learned  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  has  spoken  in  harsh  terms  of  the  medi- 
cal witnesses.  I  do  not  adopt  those  terms,  but  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  their  conduct,  as  detailed  by  them- 
selves, was  reprehensible.  But  people  are  often  wise 
after  the  event,  and  I  believe  that  those  witnesses  now 
think  that  their  suspicions  were  stronger  at  the  time 
than  they  really  were.  Why  did  they  not  sooner  find 
out  this  symptom  of  tingling  of  the  hands  by  asking 
Mrs.  Wooler  herself  ?  If  they  suspected  that  arsenic 
was  being  administered,  they  should  have  gone  before 
a  magistrate,  instead  of  simply  using  twice  an  antidote. 
The  learned  judge  commented  severely  upon  Dr.  Jack- 


son's statement,  that  he  had  withheld  from  Dr.  Hazle- 
wood his  suspicions.  I  think  that  Mr.  Henzell  was  the 
first  to  suspect,  and  that  the  others  did  not  pay  much 
attention  to  his  suspicions.  The  supposed  substitution 
of  another  person's  urine  might  have  been  a  mistake. 
The  conduct  of  the  prisoner  at  the  time  of  his  wife's 
death  is  said  to  have  been  improper.  I  would  recom- 
mend you  not  to  attach  much  weight  to  it.  Different 
men  have  different  modes  of  evincing  their  feelings. 
There  remains  the  discovery  of  the  arsenic  in  the  enema 
pipes.  How  it  got  there  is  involved  in  more  mystery 
than  I  have  met  with  in  any  other  case.  No  motive  is 
suggested.  The  prisoner's  supposed  knowledge  of 
drugs  is  a  two-edged  sword.  He  pays  Dr.  Taylor  for 
examining  parts  of  the  body.  He  does  not  evade  the 
charge  by  absconding.  The  law  requires  not  suspicion 
only,  but  plan  and  natural  consequences,  not  far- 
fetched ones,  from  the  evidence.  It  is  for  you  to  say, 
whether  you  can  safely  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
prisoner  administered  the  arsenic.  I  am  unable.  I  may 
observe  that,  if  I  were  to  make  a  surmise,  there  is  a 
person  upon  whom  my  fancy  would  rest  rather  than  upon 
the  prisoner.  The  jury  retired,  and  after  an  absence  of 
ten  minutes  'returned  with  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty. 
The  learned  judge  said — The  country  are  indebted  to 
you  for  your  great  attention,  and  I  myself  feel  extremely 
thankful  for  the  care  you  have  bestowed.  I  would  have 
interfered  sooner,  but  thought  it  more  satisfactory  to 
allow  the  case  to  be  fully  heard. — A  correspondence  has 
taken  place  between  Dr.  Jackson,  of  Darlington,  and 
Mr.  Baron  Martin,  in  reference  to  the  above  c:ise.  Dr. 
Jackson  asks  Baron  Martin  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
his  closing  expression  respecting  the  probable  guilt  of 
another  person  rather  than  the  prisoner,  being  of 
opinion,  as  he  (Dr.  Jackson)  was  the  principal  medical 
man  examined  in  the  case,  and  upon  whose  conduct 
Baron  Martin  strongly  animadverted,  that  his  lord- 
ship's words  may  mean  either  that  he  gave  the  deceased 
poison  wilfully  or  through  culpable  neglect.  Baron 
Martin  replies  as  follows  : — "  Sir,  I  have  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  and  I  think  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  ought  to  depart  from  the  usual  and 
almost  universal  rule  among  judges,  not  to  notice  such 
a  communication.  Your  complaint  is  confined  to  the 
expression  which  you  describe  as  the  closing  expression 
of  my  summing  up — viz., '  that  there  was  another  person 
whom  I  would  be  inclined  to  find  guilty  rather  than  the 
prisoner.'  I  am  certain  I  never  made  use  of  such  an 
expression,  or  anything  tantamount  to  it.  It  is  impos- 
sible for^me  to  state  with  verbal  accuracy  what  I  then 
said  ;  I  can  be  certain  of  my  meaning  only.  The  sub- 
stance of  what  I  meant  to  say,  and  I  believe  did  say, 
was  this — that  in  a  case  of  presumptive  evidence  im- 
puting the  guilt  of  murder,  the  law  required  the  pre- 
sumptions to  be  the  plain  and  natural  consequences 
following  from  the  facts  proved,  and  that  it  was  not  to 
be  made  out  by  fancy,  or  surmise,  or  suspicion,  but  by 
facts  that  amounted  to  proof;  that  I  had  endeavoured 
in  my  own  mind  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  on  the 
subject,  and  that  it  appeared  to  me  there  was  no  proof 
against  any  one  ;  but  that  if  I  were  to  indulge  in  mere 
surmises  and  fancy,  not  the  prisoner  but  some  other 
person  would  first  occur  to  my  mind.  If  the  entire  of 
what  I  said  upon  this  subject  had  been  reported,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  would  have  been  obvious  to  any  one 
that  I  did  express  what  I  intended  to  express,  viz.,  no 
imputation  of  guilt  upon  any  one,  but  a  strong  illustra- 
tion of  the  extreme  danger  of  convicting  Mr.  AVooler 
upon  any  fancy  or  surmise  from  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances proved,  by  suggesting  that  a  fancy  or  surmise 
more  plausible  than  could  be  entertained  against  Mr. 
Wooler,  though  equally  insufficient  to  bring  home 
guilt  or  the  suspicion  of  it,  might  be  directed  against 
another." 

In  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  the  10th  inst.,  Mr. 
Commissioner  Evans  gave  a  decision  of  some  importance 
in  the  case  of  the  late  bankers,  Strahan  and  Co.  The 
assets  of  Strahan  and  Co.  as  bankers  were  very  small, 
but  as  navy-agents,  trading  as  Halford  and  Co.,  their 
books  showed  little  deficiency.  The  creditors  of  Hal- 
ford  and  Co.  were  naturally  anxious  that  the  two  busi- 
nesses should  be  treated  as  separate  ones.  Counsel 
argued  the  matter  on   both  sides.     Mr.  Bagley  urged 
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that  the  estates  were  separate — that  Mr.  Bates  was  not 
really  a  partner  in  the  navy  agency — that  people  did 
not  know  that  "  Halford  and  Co."  were  really  Strahan 
and  Co.  Mr.  Hannen  combated  this  view.  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Evans  had  no  difficulty  in  deciding  that  all 
the  assets  must  be  treated  as  belonging  to  one  firm  only. 
At  an  adjourned  examination  meeting  in  the  case  of  the 
same  parties  on  the  11th  inst.,  Mr.  Turquaud  presented 
a  report  on  their  affairs.  The  bank  was  one  of  the 
oldest  on  record,  dating  its  origin  from  the  early  part  of 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.  In  1813,  Robert 
Snow,  William  Sandby,  and  John  Dean  Paul,  formed 
the  partnership.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Sandby  in  1816, 
the  partners  were  indebted  to  the  bank  in  a  sum  of 
29,000/.  Sandby's  share  was  paid  off  by  his  executors 
in  1826 ;  but  at  that  date  the  debt  due  by  Paul  and 
Snow  had  increased  to  53,600/.  This  debt  was  to  be 
gradually  liquidated ;  and  at  the  death  of  the  late  Sir 
John  Dean  Paul  the  amount  had  been  reduced  to 
28,500/.,  and  farther  reduced  at  the  date  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy to  23,500/.  In  December,  1851,  the  respective 
members  of  the  firm  may  be  considered  to  have  been 
perfectly  solvent  as  recently  as  four  years  back.  At 
that  period — namely,  December,  1851 — the  books  show 
an  admitted  deficiency  of  65,542/. ;  which  was  increased 
to  110,000/.  by  an  advance  on  the  Mostyn  colliery,  but 
unencumbered  property  was  possessed  by  Mr.  Strahan 
worth  100,000/.  and  by  Sir  John  Paul  worth  30,000/. 
It  was  not  until  1852  that  their  connection  with  the 
Gandells  commenced,  and  the  advances  made  to  those 
people  to  carry  out  their  railway  and  drainage  schemes 
in  France  and  Italy  were  undertaken  for  no  other  profit 
than  a  half  per  cent  commission  on  all  payments  made, 
and  the  expectation  of  recovering  a  debt  of  1800/.  which 
had  been  considered  bad.  They  were  rapidly,  however, 
drawn  into  the  common  and  fatal  course  of  increasing 
their  loans  in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  facing  the 
loss  already  incurred,  until,  after  their  credit  had  been 
pledged  in  every  possible  way,  their  private  property 
sold,  and  their  customers  plundered,  they  found  the 
amount  to  have  increased  to  nearly  half  a  million 
sterling.  The  actual  deficiency  of  the  bank  is  stated  at 
652,593/. ;  and  of  this  sum  483,000/.  is  involved  in  the 
transactions  with  the  Gandells  and  the  Mostyn  collieries. 
The  estimated  assets  are  placed  at  127,670/. ;  and  if 
these  should  be  realised,  a  distribution  may  be  hoped  of 
nearly  4s.  in  the  pound.  After  the  reading  of  the 
report,  an  adjournment  took  place  to  the  11th  of 
March. 

The  convict  bankers,  Strahan,  Paul,  and  Bates,  have 
heen  removed  to  the  Millbank  Penitentiary.  Mr. 
Bates  has  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Queen,  appealing 
for  mercy  on  account  of  the  peculiar  position  which  he 
held  in  the  firm  of  Strahan  and  Co.  He  sets  forth  the 
history  of  his  connection  with  the  house.  He  is  in  his 
sixty-sixth  year,  and  has  a  wife  and  five  young  children 
dependent  upon  him.  In  the  year  1820  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  junior  clerk  in  the  house  of  "  Snow,  Paul, 
and  Paul;"  in  1837  he  rose  to  the  confidential  position 
of  ledger-clerk,  with  an  income  of  520/.  and  free  apart- 
ments in  Norfolk  Street ;  in  1841  he  was  invited  to  be- 
come partner  in  the  firm  of  "  Strahan  and  Co." — that 
is,  he  was  to  be  called  partner,  and  accept  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  position  ;  but  he  was  only  to  receive  800/. 
a  year,  and  to  continue  his  former  duties.  He  had  no 
important  control  over  the  business — in  any  considerable 
matters  he  had  to  refer  persons  to  the  other  partners. 
In  1848  he  got  his  allowance  raised  to  1000/. ;  he  never 
received  any  further  advantage,  and  he  continued  to 
live  economically  in  his  free  apartments.  In  1852  per- 
sons named  Gandell  began  to  obtain  advances  from  the 
bauk,  without  Bates's  concurrence  or  knowledge;  these 
advances  were  increased ;  when  Bates  knew  ot  them  he 
remonstrated,  but  in  vain,  for  early  in  1854  the  Gandells 
had  got  100,000/.  advanced  to  them.  Bates  told  Sir 
John  Paul  that  one  advance  of  40,000/.  would  prove  the 
ruin  ot  the  house.  In  December  1853  he  advised  that 
the  bank  should  stop  payment ;  but  his  partners  said 
they  could  rely  on  their  resources.  Bates  was  not 
aware  that  Dr.  Griffith's  Danish  Bonds  had  been  sold  in 
March  1854,  till  after  the  event ;  Sir  John  Paul  assured 
him  that  they  should  be  replaced.  From  May  1854  to 
May  this  year  Bates  was  mostly  in  Paris,  engaged  in 


endeavouring  to  obtain  money  from  the  Gandells,  and 
he  took  no  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  bank. 
When,  in  April  last,  he  told  Dr.  Griffith  that  his  5000/. 
of  Danish  Bonds  were  safe  in  the  bank,  he  believed  that 
they  were — that  the  former  bonds  had  been  replaced  by 
others  bought  in  Dr.  Griffith's  name.  On  the  2Sth 
April,  Bates  left  London  for  Paris,  and  returned  on  the 
9th  May;  he  had  no  intimation  before  he  left  England 
that  his  partners  were  about  to  raise  money  on  the 
securities  of  their  customers ;  a  large  sum  was  thus 
raised  whilst  he  was  absent.  When  Strahan  and  Paul 
tendered  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court  the  list  of  securities 
disposed  of,  Bates  assented  to  it,  but  not  as  a  participant 
in  the  operation.  Affidavits  had  been  prepared  and 
signed  by  Strahan  and  Paul,  which  they  proposed  to 
swear  to,  but  were  not  permitted,  in  which  they  stated 
the  position  Bates  held,  and  distinctly  admitted  that 
they  alone  had  dealt  with  the  securities.  In  conclusion, 
the  petition  represents — "That  your  petitioner  was  not 
cognizant  of,  or  in  any  manner,  directly  or  indirectly, 
privy  or  assenting  to  any  act  of  selling,  pledging,  con- 
verting, or  using,  any  of  the  said  securities  of  the 
customers  of  the  bank,  and  deposited  with  them  for 
safe  custody.  That  your  petitioner  most  humbly  sub- 
mits that,  under  the  circumstances  hereiubefore  set 
forth,  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
convicted.  And  your  petitioner  humbly  prays  and 
implores  your  Majesty,  to  take  into  your  gracious  con- 
sideration the  facts  and  circumstances  above  set  forth, 
and  to  extend  to  your  petitioner,  now  hastening  to  the 
close  of  a  life  which  up  to  this  fatal  event  had  been  one 
of  unsullied  honour  and  integrity,  your  Majesty's  most 
gracious  pardon."  The  jury  who  tried  this  case  have 
addressed  a  petition  to  the  Queen,  stating  that,  having 
carefully  considered  Mr.  Bates's  petition,  they  firmly 
believe  that,  had  its  contents  been  proved  at  the  trial, 
they  would  have  acquitted  Bates.  They  regret  that  the 
statements  in  the  petition  were  withheld  from  their 
consideration  ;  and  in  order  that  justice  may  be  done, 
they  pray  that  the  truth  of  the  allegations  may  be  in- 
quiied  into,  and  that  if  they  prove  correct,  her  Majesty 
will  grant  the  prayer  of  Bates. 

At  York,  on  the  11th  inst.,  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Beres- 
ford,  an  elderly  man,  was  indicted  for  Uttering,  at  Brad- 
ford, on  the  4th  of  November,  1848,  a  Forged  Endorse- 
ment of  a  Bill  of  Exchange  for  100/.  The  case  excited 
much  interest  from  its  being  known  that  the  prisoner 
was  a  clergyman,  highly  connected,  and  next  heir  to  a 
peerage.  It  appeared  that  at  the  latter  end  of  October, 
1S4S,  the  prisoner  called  at  the  Bradford  Banking 
Company's  Bank  at  Bradford,  and  produced  a  bill  of 
exchange  for  100/.,  drawn  on  S.  Hibbert  and  Co.,  of 
Billiter  Square,  London,  by  Marcus  Beresford,  which  he 
asked  the  manager  of  the  bank  to  discount.  He  gave 
his  own  name  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beresford.  The  mana- 
ger said  he  would  discount  the  bill  if  endorsed  by  any 
one  whom  he  knew.  The  prisoner  said  he  had  been  on 
a  visit  at  Manningham  Hall,  near  Bradford,  to  Mr. 
Kay,  and  asked  if  that  gentleman's  endorsement  or 
that  of  his  son  would  suffice,  and  the  manager  replied 
that  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  either.  A  day 
or  two  afterwards  he  called  at  the  bank,  and  asked  if 
there  was  any  letter  there  addressed  to  him.  One  had 
arrived  addressed  to  him.  Out  of  this  letter  he  took 
the  bill  he  had  before  produced,  which  purported  to 
be  endorsed  by  John  CunlifFe  Kay,  and  handed  it  to  the 
manager.  The  manager  looked  at  the  endorsement 
doubtlully,  and  said  it  did  not  look  like  his  hand- 
writing, which  the  prisoner  seeing,  said  Mr.  Kay  was  ill 
in  bed,  and  had  endorsed  the  bill  in  bed,  which  would 
account  for  its  appearance.  The  manager  then  cashed 
the  bill,  deducting  14s.  for  commission  and  interest. 
This  signature  was  a  forgery,  Mr.  Kay  having  positively 
declined  to  do  so  when  asked  by  the  prisoner.  Mr.  Kay's 
signature  had  been  imitated  from  a  letter  the  prisoner 
had  obtained  from  him  in  answer  to  one  from  him. 
Having  obtained  the  money,  the  prisoner  had  not  since 
been  heard  of  until  last  summer,  when  Mr.  Kay  acci- 
dentally met  him  in  Regent's  Street,  London,  and  gave 
him  into  custody.  These  facts  were  proved  in  evidence, 
and,  in  addition,  the  way  in  which  the  prisoner  obtained 
a  signature  of  Mr.  Kay's  to  enable  him  to  imitate  it.  It 
was  as  follows:— Mr.   J.  Cunlitl'e  Kay  stated  that  his 
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father  lived  at  Manningham  Hall.  In  October,  1848, 
the  prisoner  was  on  a  -visit  there,  and  afterwards  at 
witness's  house,  at  Fairfield.  Prisoner  asked  witness 
to  discount  a  bill  for  him  for  100/.— the  bill  produced — 
which  he  refused  to  do.  The  endorsement  upon  it, 
"  John  Cunliffe  Kay,"  was  not  in  witness's  handwriting. 
He  never  gave  the  prisoner  or  any  other  person  autho- 
rity to  sign  his  name  to  the  bill.  After  the  prisoner 
had  left  his  house,  he  received  a  letter  from  him,  asking 
him  to  look  for  a  letter,  which  he  thought  he  had  left 
behind.  The  letter  produced  was  dated  "  Bradford, 
Oct.  28,  1848,"  and  commenced — "  My  dear  Friend, — 
If  the  weather  has  not  washed  you  away,  I  assume  you 
are  at  Fairfield."  It  then  proceeded  to  say  : — "  I  have 
missed  a  letter,  which  I  suspect  will  be  found  under 
the  cushion  in  the  bedroom,  among  the  flies.  Pray  let 
me  have  a  line,  directed  to  Post  Office,  Bradford,  to  say 
whether  you  can  find  it."  Witness  sent  an  answer  to 
that  letter.  He  heard  of  this  transaction  before  the  bill 
became  due.  He  had  never  heard  of  Mr.  Beresford 
since  till  the  10th  of  April  last.  He  had  heard  that  he 
was  a  marker  at  a  billiard  table.  On  the  10th  of  April 
last,  witness  met  him  in  Regent  Street,  London,  and 
said  to  him,  "Mr.  Beresford?"  He  said  "Yes." 
Witness  said,  "  I  am  afraid  I  shall  have  to  place  you 
in  the  hands  of  the  police."  The  prisoner  inquired  his 
name,  and  witness  told  him  it  was  Kay.  He  imme- 
diately said,  "  Have  mercy  upon  me,"  and  that  if  wit- 
ness would  go  to  a  Mr.  Moss  the  money  should  be 
paid  to  the  bank.  Witness  told  him  he  could  do  no  such 
thing.  Witness  then  gave  him  into  the  custody  of 
a  policeman  who  came  up  at  the  time.  Mr.  Moss 
called  on  witness  afterwards  at  his  hotel,  but  witness 
refused  to  see  him. — Cross-examined  :  Mr.  Beresford 
had  been  introduced  to  him  by  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs. 
Kay,  as  a  relative  of  hers.  He  was  a  cousin  of  Lord 
Decies,  and  next  heir  to  the  peerage.  Prisoner 
told  witness  that  he  should  be  Lord  Decies  in 
the  spring.  The  prisoner  was  married,  and  had  a 
daughter  fifteen  years  of  age.  Witness  never  offered 
to  introduce  him  to  the  bank  ;  on  the  contrary,  from 
the  look  of  the  bill,  he  had  cautioned  his  father's  bank 
at  Bradford  about  it.  Mr.  Hibbert  was  then  called  on 
his  subpoena,  he  having  said  that  he  would  not  appear, 
let  the  consequences  be  what  they  might.  It  appeared 
also  that  the  prisoner  had  said  that  he  lived  at  Austin- 
friars,  and  that  he  had  been  several  times  in  London, 
and  that  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  put  the  Bench 
warrant  out  against  him  in  force.  It  was  urged  for  the 
defence  that  the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  since 
the  commission  of  the  offence  had  deprived  the  prisoner 
of  the  opportunity  of  answering  the  charge  which  he 
might  have  had.  Stress  also  was  laid  on  the  high  posi- 
tion of  the  prisoner's  family.  His  counsel  also  said 
there  was  nothing  to  show  that  the  bill  was  not  a  good 
bill.  Mr.  Hibbert  was  not  there  to  prove  the  contrary, 
and  General  Beresford  was  now  in  India,  and  he  could 
not,  therefore,  be  called  to  '■  prove  ^that  he  did 
draw  the  bill.  No  search  had  been  made  for  the  pri- 
soner, and  the  prosecution  had  no  right  to  assume  that 
he  had  been  out  of  the  way.  Throughout  the  transac- 
tion the  prisoner  had  given  his  own  name,  and  there 
had  been  no  attempt  at  concealment. — Mr.  Baron  Mar- 
tin disposed  of  all  these  objections,  observing  that  the 
only  question  was  whether  the  endorsement  sworn  to 
by  Mr.  Kay  was  forged,  and  whether  the  prisoner 
knowingly  uttered  that  forged  endorsement.  If  so,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  jury  to  find  him  guilty.  The  jury- 
did  so,  and  the  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  be  transported 
forthe  period  of  his  natural  life.  On  hearing  the  sen- 
tence the  prisoner  seemed  astounded  ;  he  staggered,  and 
was  removed  from  the  dock  supported  by  the  <  fficers. 
It  was  rumoured  in  court  that  he  has  a  living  in  Cork 
of  1000/.  a  year,  which  has  been  sequestered  for  his 
debts. 

At  Winchester  Assizes,  on  the  20th  instant,  Abraham 
Baker  was  tried  for  the  the  murder  of  Naomi  Kingswell, 
at  Southampton.  The  particulars  of  this  melancholy 
case  have  already  been  published.  There  was  no  ques- 
tion about  the  facts;  witnesses  and  the  prisoner's  own 
statement  proved  them.  '1  he  young  man  was  very  much 
in  love  with  the  girl  ;  they  lived  in  the  same  service  ; 
she  appears  after  at  first  returning  his  affection  to  have 


trifled  with  him  ;  and,  annoyed  at  his  jealousy,  to  have 
intimated  that  she  no  longer  loved  him.  She  would  not 
speak  to  him.  In  a  passion  of  jealousy  and  despair,  he 
bought  a  double-barrelled  pistol,  one  Sunday  morning, 
went  behind  Naomi  in  the  kitchen,  in  the  presence  of 
the  cook,  and  fired  the  pistol — the  charge  entered  the 
girl's  brain.  Both  Baker  and  Naomi  were  well-con- 
ducted and  very 'religious  persons;  Baker  wasa  Wesleyan. 
His  counsel  pleaded  that  he  must  have  been  insane  when 
he  killed  Naomi ;  but  the  only  witness  he  called  made 
out  no  case  of  insanity.  Mr.  Baron  Parke  laid  down 
the  law  very  carefully  to  the  jury:  strong  passion  or 
jealousy  was  not  insanity.  The  jury — many  of  whom 
were  in  tears — touched  by  the  simple  eloquence  of  the 
murderer's  confession — returned  a  verdict  of  "  guilty." 
The  judge,  who  was  also  much  moved,  passed  the  capital 
sentence.  The  prisoner  was  in  a  dreadful  state  during 
the  trial,  and  after  the  sentence  he  was  carried  out 
"  more  dead  than  alive."  The  whole  trial  was  a  very 
painful  one. 

An  action,  arising  out  of  the  late  Fracas  at  the 
Windsor  Theatre,  has  been  tried  in  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench;  Mr.  Nash,  the  lessee  of  the  theatre,  being  the 
plaintiff,  and  Lord  Ernest  Vane  Tempest,  the  defendant. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  in  September  last,  Lord 
Eruest  Vane  was  punished  by  fine,  for  an  assault  on 
Mr.  Nash,  behind  the  scenes  of  the  theatre.  The  sum- 
mary conviction  by  the  magistrates  had  the  effect  of 
barring  a  civil  action  for  assault  and  battery  ;  the  pre- 
sent action,  however,  was  for  trespass  and  damages 
accruing  therefrom.  The  case  having  been  stated,  wit- 
nesses were  called  who  proved  the  fact  of  the  assault, 
but  who,  in  cross-examination  by  the  attorney-general, 
admitted  that  the  theatre  was  improperly  managed. 
Lord  Campbell,  in  summing  up,  told  the  jury  that  the 
defence  set  up  had  entirely  failed,  and  that  the  only 
question  was  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation  to  which 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled.  The  injury  which  had  been 
done  to  the  premises  was  of  the  most  trifling  character, 
and  it  did  not  appear  that  the  after  season  had  been 
rendered  less  profitable,  or  that  the  plaintiff  had  sus- 
tained any  loss.  Still,  had  the  theatre  been  properly 
conducted,  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  considerable 
damages;  but  such  was  not  the  case,  as  it  had  been  con- 
verted into  a  smoking  and  drinking-room.  The  jury 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.     Damages,  25/. 

Another  extraordinary  case  of  Sitsjiccted  Poisoning 
has  occurred.  The  death  of  Mr.  John  Parsons  Cook,  a 
gentleman  of  Rugeley,  who  kept  race-horses  and  was  a 
betting-man,  is  attributed  by  a  coroner's  jury  to  poison, 
administered  by  William  Palmer,  a  surgeon  of  that 
place.  It  appeared  from  the  very  extended  investigation 
before  the  coroner,  that  Palmer  and  Cook  were  at  times 
partners  in  betting  on  horses,  and  also  made  bets  against 
each  other  ;  there  was  a  bet  pending  between  them  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Cook's  death  ;  what  was  their  general 
position  towards  each  other  in  money  matters  is  not 
clear— Mr.  Cook's  betting-book  has  mysteriously  dis- 
appeared. On  the  13th  November,  Mr.  Cook  was  at 
Shrewsbury  Races;  his£horse  Pole-star  won  a  race  ;  Mr. 
Cook  received  some  800/.  Palmer  was  with  him.  While 
drinking  grog  at  night,  Mr.  Cook  complained  that  his 
liquor  burnt  his  throat— there  was  "  something  in  it ;  " 
Mr.  Palmer  took  up  the  glass,  drank  about  a  tea-spoon- 
ful of  the  liquor  that  remained,  and  said,  "  There  is 
nothing  in  it ;  "  then  he  asked  another  person  to  taste 
it — when  none  was  left.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Cook  was 
seized  with  sickness:  he  told  a  Mr.  Fisher  that  he  be- 
lieved Palmer  had  "  dosed  "  him  ;  he  gave  Mr.  Fisher 
800/.  to  take  care  of,  saying,  "  Take  care  of  it,  for  I  be- 
lieve I  have  been  dosed."  Mr.  Cook  got  better.  He 
afterwards  hinted  to  a  Mr.  Herring  that  Palmer — "that 
villain  " — had  put  something  in  his  liquor,  and  that  they 
had  had  betting  transactions:  he  added,  "You  don't 
know  all."  Mr.  Herring  asked  him  how  he  could  con- 
tinue to  associate  with  Palmer.  "He  again  replied  in 
an  absent  manner,  and,  walking  towards  the  door,  '  Ah  ! 
you  don't  know  all.' "  Cook  and  Palmer  returned  to 
Rugeley  on  the  15th  November;  Cook  lodged  at  the 
Talbot  Arms  ;  he  continued  to  associate  with  Palmer. 
On  the  18th  he  was  seized  with  sickness  ;  Palmer  at- 
tended him  ;  Palmer  sent  for  Mr.  Jones,  a  surgeon  at 
Lutterworth.     Mr.  Jones  could  not  see  any  symptoms  of 
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bilious  diarrhoea,  which  Palmer  said  Cook  was  suffering 
from.  Mr.  Bamford,  surgeon,  of  Rugeley,  was  also  in 
attendance  at  Palmer's  request.  Mr.  Bamford  prescribed 
medicines  for  the  patient.  On  the  night  of  the  21st,  socn 
after  he  had  taken  pills  administered  by  Palmer,  Mr.  Cook 
was  very  ill.  ^Palmer  was  sent  for  by  Mr.  Jones;  he  came 
with  extraordinary  speed,  bringing  twopills  which  he  said 
contained  ammonia.  They  were  given  to  Mr.  Cook. 
Mr.  Joues  describes  the  sequel—"  Immediately  after 
taking  thc''pills,  Mr.  Cook  uttered  loud  screams,  and 
threw  himself  back  on  the  bed  in  very  strong  convul- 
sions. He  then  requested  to  be  raised  up,  saying,  '  I 
shall  be  suffocated.'  We  endeavoured  to  raise  him  up  ; 
but  he  was  so  stiffened  out  with  spasms  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  do  so.  When  he  found  that  we  could  not 
raise  him,  he  said,  '  Turn  me  over;  '  and  I  turned  him 
over  on  his  right  side.  I  listened  to  the  action  of  his 
heart,  which  I  found  to  gradually  cease,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  he  died.  I  never  heard  of  his  having  a  lit 
before.  I  have  never  seen  symptoms  so  strong  before. 
They  were  symptoms  of  convulsions  and  tetanus  ;  every 
muscle  of  the  body  was  stiffened.  I  cannot  say  what  was 
the  cause  of  convulsions.  My  impression  at  the  time 
was  that  it  was  from  over  excitement."  The  local 
surgeons  made  a  post-mortem  examination  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  death— but  in  vain ;  there  were  no  signs  of 
disease  of  a  mortal  nature,  nor  any  of  poison  having 
been  administered.  The  viscera  were  sent  to  London, 
and  examined  by  Professor  Taylor  and  Dr.  Rees.  They 
could  find  no  traces  of  poison  ;  they  detected  antimony 
in  small  amount  in  the  various  organs  and  their  con- 
tents; but  antimony  is  a  safe  medicine,  tbough  enough 
may  be  given  to  kill :  the  viscera  presented  no  appear- 
ance to  account  for  death.  But  how  did  the  antimony 
get  into  the  system  ?  Mr.  Bamford,  who  made  up  the 
medicines  which  Mr  Cook  ought  to  have  taken,  did  not 
use  any  antimony.  Mr.  Bamford  had  sent  pills  con- 
taining calomel ;  yet  no  mercury  was  detected  by  Pro- 
fessor Taylor  and  Dr.  Rees.  After  hearing  the  general 
evidence,  and  especially  that  of  the  chambermaid  who 
waited  on  Mr.  Cook,  Professor  Taylor  said  he  was  fully 
prepared  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  cause  of  death — Mr. 
Cook  died  from  tetanus,  caused  by  medicine  given  a 
short  time  before  death  ;  and  his  opinion  was  that  the 
medicine  contained  strychnine.  A  chemist's  appren- 
tice deposed  that  he  sold  six  grains  of  strychnine  to 
Palmer  on  the  20th  November.  Remarkable  evidence 
was  given  of  Palmer's  conduct  after  Mr.  Cook's  death  : 
he  was  seen  by  the  chambermaid  looking  under  the 
bolsters  and  pillows  of  the  bed,  and  searching  the 
pockets  of  the  deceased's  coat.  Mr.  Jones  said — 
"  Shortly  after  deceased's  death,  I  left  the  room  ;  and  on 
my  return  I  found  Mr.  Palmer  with  Mr.  Cook's  coat  in 
his  hand.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Palmer  take  anything  from 
the  coat.  He  said  to  me,  '  You,  as  his  nearest  friend, 
had  better  search  his  pockets,  and  take  possession  of 
what  there  may  be  in  them.'  I  searched  his  pockets, 
and  all  I  found  in  them  was  a  purse  containing  a  five- 
pound  note  and  about  5s.  Some  conversation  took  place 
about  the  betting-book,  and  Mr.  Palmer  said  that  all 
the  bets  were  void,  and  that  the  book  was  of  no  use  to 
any  one.  Both  of  us  made  a  slight  search  for  the  bet- 
ting-book, but  we  did  not  find  it.  On  Friday,  on 
my  return  from  London,  I  searched  for  Mr.  Cook's 
betting-book,  but  could  not  find  it."  Other  persons 
searched  in  vain.  Mr.  Cook,  a  druggist  of  Stafford, 
said  that  Palmer  had  recently  asked  him  what  dose  of 
prussic  acid  would  kill  a  dog.  Palmer  did  not  attend 
the  inquest — he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  indisposition. 
The  jury  deliberated  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  found 
that  "  the  deceased  died  of  poison,  wilfully  adminis- 
tered to  him  by  William  Palmer."  Suspicions  of  foul 
play  are  entertained  with  regard  to  the  deaths  of 
Palmer's  wife  and  brother.  The  wife's  life  was  insured 
for  13,000/.,  which  was  paid  by  the  office.  Palmer 
induced  his  brother  to  insure,  and  then  got  possession  of 
the  policy  ;  he  tried  also  to  insure  his  brother's  life 
himself,  but  failed.  The  brother  died.  The  life-office 
had  inquiries  made  ;  and  the  claim  of  Palmer  seems  to 
have  been  resisted.  It  is  also  said  that  Palmer  tried  to 
insure  a  "gentleman's  "  life  for  25,0001.,— the  gentleman 
was  his  occasional  groom. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  dreadful  Colliery  Accident  happened  at  a  place 
called  Cwmaman,  near  Aberdare,  in  South  Wales  on 
the  29th  ult.  One  of  the  pits  is  worked  by  the  ordi- 
nary engine,  which  lifts  and  lets  down  the  same  shaft, 
men,  horses,  minerals,  &c.  This  engine  is  in  charge  of 
a  man,  whose  sole  duty  is  to  attend  to  a  signal  bell, 
which  gives  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  carriages 
towards  the  top.  The  man  in  charge  of  the  engine  left 
his  post  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  his  place 
was  taken  by  another  engine-driver,  named  Lloyd. 
The  man  going  off  duty  saw  Lloyd  lift  one  carriage 
laden  with  men  to  the  pit-head  before  he  left,  and 
Lloyd  soon  after  brought  safely  to  the  top  two  other 
carriages  also  laden  with  colliers  leaving  their  work ; 
and  these  having  alighted,  the  last  batch  of  men,  eight 
in  number,  got  into  the  carriage  and  commenced  the 
ascent.  Lloyd  himself  states  that  the  bell  on  this 
occasion  did  not  give  the  usual  signal,  and  a  fearful 
result  followed.  The  engine  continued  its  speed,  and 
the  carriage,  instead  of  stopping  at  the'appointed  place, 
was  hurled  into  the  air,  and  dashed  against  the  pulley- 
wheel  at  the  top,  the  chain  was  instantly  broken,  and 
the  carriage  flung  on  one  side  of  the  pit's  mouth.  The 
poor  men,  when  turned  out  of  the  carriage,  fell  head- 
long into  the  pit,  nearly  250  yards  deep,  and  were 
dashed  to  pieces.  At  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  is  a  deep 
tank  of  water,  which  is  covered  by  a  frame  of  wood. 
Against  this  the  poor  fellows  were  dashed  as  they  went 
headlong  down  the  shaft,  breaking  in  their  fall  the 
woodwork  to  pieces,  five  of  them  going  through  into  the 
water  below.  The  three  other  bodies  were  lying  by  the 
side  dreadfully  mutilated,  one  having  the  head  com- 
pletely severed  from  the  body.  An  inquest  has  been 
held,  and  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  returned  against 
Lloyd. 

On  the  1st  instant  a  coroner's  inquest  was  held  on  the 
body  of  Mr.  Leopold  James  Lardner,  assistant  librarian 
at  the  British  Museum,  who  had  committed  Suicide. 
On  his  way,  one  morning,  to  the  Museum,  the  horse  in 
his  brougham  knocked  down  a  man,  which  greatly  agi- 
tated him,  as  he  was  of  very  excitable  temperament. 
On  arriving  at  the  Museum  he  refused  to  pass  down  a 
dark  passage  leading  to  his  office  by  himself,  as  he  said 
he  was  afraid  the  arches  would  fall  upon  him.  At 
length  he  became  so  excited  that  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  be  conveyed  home.  A  surgeon  was  called  in, 
and  prescribed  for  him,  and  he  became  better ;  but  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  keep  some  one  with  him. 
However,  he  on  a  sudden  very  peremptorily  ordered 
the  servant  girl  to  quit  his  room  on  the  second  floor, 
which  order  she  unfortunately  obeyed.  He  then  flung 
himself  from  the  window,  and  received  such  frightful 
injuries  that  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes  after  he  was 
taken  up.     The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  insanity. 

Mademoiselle  Julie,  a  girl  of  eighteen,  an  actress  and 
dancer,  died  lately  at  Plymouth  after  lengthened  suffer- 
ings, from  the  effects  of  burns  and  nervous  shock  ;  her 
Costume  having  caught  Fire  from  a  lamp  on  the  stage 
while  she  was  dancing  before  the  audience.  She  sup- 
ported her  mother  and  a  little  brother  by  her  exertions, 
and  much  sympathy  has  been  excited  for  her  and 
them. 

A  fatal  Raihcay  Accident  occurred  on  the  North 
Kent  line  on  the  7th  instant.  The  up-train  had  passed 
the  New  Cross  station,  and  was  crossing  the  points  at 
the  incline  which  leads  to  the  Bricklayers'  Arms  station, 
when  the  engine  suddenly  diverged  on  to  the  Brick- 
layers' Arms  incline,  dragging  after  it  four  of  the  lead- 
ing carriages.  The  coupling-chains  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth  carriages  broke,  and  the  remaining  carriages 
ran  up  the  main  line  ;  but,  from  the  shock  which  they 
had  received,  the  two  or  three  first  got  off  the  rails,  and, 
coming  in  contact  with  the  dwarf  wall  at  this  point, 
formed  an  obstruction  which  had  the  effect  of  crushing 
up  three  or  four  of  the  carriages  and  completely  blocking 
up  both  the  Greenwich  and  North  Kent  Lines.  The 
destruction  of  the  third-class  carriages  in  the  train  was 
complete,  and  the  unfortunate  passengers  were  all  more 
or  less  contused.     Those  less  seriously  injured  were  sent 
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up  the  Bricklayers'  Arms  branch,  and  medical  assist- 
ance was  summoned  to  the  worst  cases.  The  following 
are  the  principal  sufferers  : — Mr.  Thomas  F.  Allen,  con- 
fectioner, of  High-street,  Deptford  ;  W.  Priest,  gar- 
dener, of  Brixton-place ;  R.  Hurst,  mariner,  of  West- 
street,  Brixton  ;  J.  Todd,  of  Bermondsey  ;  and  Miss 
Eyre,  of  Lewisham.  The  worst  case  is  that  of  Mr. 
Allen.  Although  the  accident  occurred  before  six 
o'clock,  this  unfortunate  man  was  so  buried  beneath  the 
broken  carriages  that  it  was  nearly  eight  o'clock  before 
he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital.  Mr.  Clark,  one  of 
the  chief  surgeons  of  St.  Thomas's  hospital,  immedi- 
ately saw  the  case,  and  felt  it  his  duty  to  explain  to  Mr. 
Allen,  that  the  right  leg  was  so  seriously  fractured  that 
amputation,  and  that  immediately,  was  inevitable.  Mr. 
Allen  consented  to  the  operation,  which  was  performed 
by  Mr.  Clark  very  shortly  after  the  patient's  admission. 
Mr.  Clark,  after  making  a  minute  examination  of  the 
other  leg,  informed  the  sufferer  it  was  so  seriously  in- 
jured that  the  chances  of  his  life  being  saved  if  he 
retained  it  were  extremely  ;  remote.  The  patient,  al- 
though suffering  extreme  agony,  refused  to  consent  to 
the  removal  of  this  limb,  remarking,  that  he  might  as 
well  be  dead  as  be  deprived  of  both  his  legs ;  but  he 
afterwards  submitted  to  the  operation.  W.  Priest  sus- 
tained a  fracture  of  the  thigh,  and  some  internal  injuries 
An  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  accident  is  going  on. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

A  KEPOitT  from  Dr.  Letheby  to  the  City  Commis- 
sioners of  Sewers  respecting  the  shocking  Condition  of 
the  Churchyardof  St.  Andrew,  Uolborn,  has  excited  con- 
siderable feeling  in  the  city.  The  soil  of  the  graveyard 
is  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  above  the  level  of  the  road  ; 
it  is  rising  higher  and  higher  by  the  daily  addition  of 
fresh  bodies,  there  being  three  burials,  on  the  average, 
every  day  ;  the  gravediggers  have  found  it  necessary  to 
support  the  earth  against  the  railings  by  means  of 
planks,  in  order  that  the  soil  and  the  protruding  bones 
may  not  fall  upon  the  passengers  as  they  travel  on  the 
public  road.  The  place  is  literally  crammed  with  dead 
bodies ;  in  several  parts  the  coffins  are  not  more  than 
three  feet  from  the  surface,  and  in  one  case  the  coffin 
was  found  to  be  covered  with  less  than  two  feet  of  earth, 
During  the  present  year  1026  bodies  have  been  interred 
in  this  churchyard,  which  is  considerably  less  than  an 
acre  !  In  May,  1853,  the  secretary  of  state  ordered  the 
place  to  be  closed  immediately.  For  some  unexplained 
reason,  it  was  closed  but  for  one  day,  and  since  that 
time  the  number  of  interments  has  been  3000.  The 
result  is  described  in  the  words  of  the  report  addressed 
by  Dr.  Letheby  to  the  Commissioners — "Everywhere 
on  the  surface  of  the  ground  bones  and  decaying  wood 
were  abundantly  scattered  about,  and  the  soil  itself  was 
saturated  with  decomposing  organic  matter ;  indeed,  it 
exhibited  in  a  very  marked  degree  that  peculiar  oily  or 
unctuous  quality  which  is  characteristic  of  the  over- 
charged soil  of  the  London  graveyards.  I  took  away  a 
portion  of  the  earth  for  experiment,  and  I  place  before 
you  the  disgusting,  fetid  liquor,  which  I  obtained  by  a 
distillation  of  only  two  ounces  of  the  soil.  This  will 
convince  you  that  churchyard-earth  is  not  so  innocent 
or  innocuous  a  thing  as  many  have  supposed."  A  copy 
of  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Sir  George  Grey 
immediately. 

A  Meeting  of  Shareholders  of  the  Eastern  Counties 
Railway  was  held  on  the  7th  inst.  to  receive  the  report 
of  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
company.  The  report  gave  a  gloomy  view  of  the  com- 
pany's condition,  and  disclosed  an  almost  incredible 
amount  of  malversation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Waddington, 
the  chairman,  and  some  other  officials.  At  the  meeting, 
Mr.  Waddington  took  the  chair.  From  beginning  to 
end,  all  was  strife  and  confusion.  The  shareholders 
fiercely  resented  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Waddington  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  Waddington,  grounding  himself  on  his 
legal  right — confirmed  by  the  company's  solicitor — held 
his  place,  but  vainly  demanded  a  hearing.  He  per- 
sisted in  speaking ;  pledging  himself  to  answer  the 
charges  in  the  report ;    and  concluded  by  moving  an 


adjournment  till  the  3rd  of  January.  Mr.  E.  Ball,  M.P., 
asked  whether  one  who  knew  in  his  conscience  that  he 
had  clean  hands,  would  require  seven  days  or  seven 
hours  to  answer  the  accusations  ?  Mr.  Pulley  moved 
that  the  report  should  be  received  and  adopted.  Mr. 
M'Lauren  moved  that  the  report  should  be  received, 
and  the  meeting  stand  adjourned  till  the  3rd  of  Janxiary. 
The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  vast  majority,  and 
the  original  resolution  carried.  A  poll  was  demanded, 
and  granted ;  a  step  on  the  part  of  the  chairman  fol- 
lowed by  twenty  minutes  of  uproar,  during  which  no- 
body heard  what  anybody  said.  Mr.  Pulley  then 
moved  that  Mr.  Waddington  should  no  longer  be  chair- 
man of  the  company ;  that  his  pay  should  cease  from 
that  day,  and  that  he  should  be  requested  to  resign. 
On  this  Mr.  Waddington  made  a  stand.  He  would 
answer  the  charges  minutely,  explicitly,  and  deliberately, 
but  he  required  time :  he  would  not  abandon  his 
position  ;  let  their  resolution  be  what  it  might,  he  was 
their  legal  chairman  until  next  February.  The  resolu- 
tion was  carried.  Next,  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
was  ordered  to  continue  its  labours  until  February 
next ;  to  confer  with  the  directors,  and  make  sug- 
gestions for  the  administration  of  the  company's  affairs. 
It  was  resolved  "that  no  order  from  Mr.  Waddington 
be  attended  to  from  the  present  time."  Here  again  Mr. 
Waddington  made  an  ineffectual  opposition.  The 
directors  who  are  proved  not  to  have  watched  over  the 
interests  of  the  shareholders,  were  to  be  requested  to 
resign ;  and  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Mr.  Bruce, 
Mr.  Broadbent,  Mr.  Margrave,  and  Mr.  Simpson.  At 
the  close  of  the  proceedings  the  demand  for  a  poll  on  the 
first  resolution  was  withdrawn,  and  the  meeting  dis- 
persed in  confusion. 

The  Annual  Smithjield  Cattle  Show  has  been  held  in 
the  Baker  Street  Bazaar.  It  has  been  rather  below  the 
average,  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  The  usual 
dinner,  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the  chair,  took 
place  in  the  Freemasons'  Tavern  on  the  12th.  The 
chief  incident  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation  of  a 
handsome  testimonial  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  Brandreth 
Gibbs,  consisting  of  a  candelabrum  for  six  lights,  the 
base  surmounted  by  figures  of  cattle.  In  acknowledging 
the  compliment,  Mr.  Gibbs  suggested  that  the  club 
might  enlarge  the  scope  of  its  exertions.  It  would  be 
a  benefit  to  the  agricultural  interest,  if,  in  addition  to 
the  prizes  offered  for  animals,  prizes  were  also  offered 
for  treatises  on  the  best  mode  of  feeding  and  managing 
them ;  on  the  chemical  qualities  of  their  food,  and  its 
action  on  their  systems.  They  had  to  deal  with  nature ; 
and  to  deal  with  nature  successfully,  they  must  under- 
stand its  laws. 

The  members  of  the  Carlisle  Mechanics'  Institute 
held  their;  anniversary  soiree  on  the  19th  inst.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening  the  mayor,  Dr.  Elliot,  took  occa- 
sion to  mention,  that  the  government  had  invited  the 
municipal  representatives  of  the  town  to  report  on  the 
feasibility  of  establishing  a  free  library  in  Carlisle. 
That  report  had  not  yet  been  made,  but  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  soon  be  laid  before  the  council.  Public 
attention  had  recently  been  drawn  to  a  correspondence 
between  Lord  Stanley  and  others  in  the  Times,  respect- 
ing the  education  of  the  people.  Lord  Stanley  advo- 
cated the  formation  of  large  central  institutions  for  that 
purpose  ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  a  clergyman  (whose 
name  his  worship  did  not  remember),  commenting  upon 
his  lordship's  proposition,  maintained  that  greater  re- 
sults were  to  be  derived  from  the  encouragement  of  such 
institutions  as  were  in  existence  in  Carlisle.  He  (the 
mayor)  was  inclined  to  the. same  opinion,  because  so  far 
the  experiment  here  had  worked  exceedingly  well. 

A  Supply  of  Books  has  been  sent  from  the  War  Office 
to  the  Garrison  at  Chatham,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
soldiers  in  barracks  during  the  winter  evenings,  a  great 
many  of  whom  appear  to  appreciate  them.  The  read- 
ing-room is  large,  well-lighted,  and  heated  by  a  stove, 
ottering  every  inducement  to  the  soldier.  There  are 
3000  volumes :  those  recently  added  are  principally  of  a 
military  character,  ottering  instructive  as  well  as  inter- 
esting reading. 

The  Juvenile  Offenders'  Act  of  last  session  is  to  be 
brought  into  immediate  operation,  by  enforcing  payment 
from  the  criminal  parents  of  juvenile  offenders  towards 
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the  cost  of  their  support  in  reformatories.  Sir  George 
Grey  has  appointed  Mr.  W.  Morgan,  of  Birmingham,  a 
professional  gentleman  who  has  shown  great  interest  in 
the  subject  of  the  improved  treatment  of  juvenile  crime, 
to  the  important  functions  of  agent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  proceedings  under  the 
act.  This  appointment  extends  over  the  counties  in- 
cluded in  the  Midland,  Oxford,  and  Western  Circuits, 
and  includes  nearly  all  the  principal  reformatories  at 
present  established  in  Great  Britain. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  arrived  at  Windsor  Castle  on 
the  30th  ult.  Next  clay  his  Majesty,  accompanied  by 
the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert,  visited  Woolwich ;  and 
on  the  3rd  inst.,  went  with  Prince  Albert  to  Ports- 
mouth. The  prime  event  during  his  stay — his  visit  to 
the  City — took  place  on  the  4th.  The  weather  was  un- 
favourable, but  the  streets  were  lined  with  spectators, 
by  whom  the  king  was  loudly  cheered  as  he  passed 
along.  The  interior  of  Guildhall  was  magnificently 
decorated  for  the  occasion.  When  the  King  arrived,  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  receiving  him  at  the  door, 
escorted  him  to  the  throne.  The  spectators  all  rose  ; 
the  band  of  the  Blues  played  the  national  air  of  Sardi- 
nia, the  assembly  cheered,  and  his  Majesty  bowed  right 
and  left.  When  silence  was  restored,  the  Recorder  read 
to  his  Majesty  the  address  of  the  Corporation  of  London. 
The  King  read  a  reply  in  Italian,  speaking  with  a  fine 
manly  voice,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  : 
"  My  Lord  Mayor — I  offer  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  you, 
to  the  Aldermen  and  to  the  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,  for  the  cordial  congratulations  which  you  pre- 
sent to  me  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  and  to  the  British  nation.  The  reception  that  I 
meet  with  in  this  ancient  land  of  constitutional  liberty, 
of  which  your  address  is  a  confirmation,  is  to  me  a  proof 
of  the  sympathy  inspired  by  the  policy  I  have  hitherto 
pursued — a  policy  in  which  it  is  my  intention  constantly 
to  persevere.  The  close  alliance  existing  between  the 
two  most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  is  honourable 
alike  to  the  wisdom  of  the  sovereigns  who  govern  them, 
and  to  the  character  of  their  people.  They  have  under- 
stood how  preferable  is  a  mutually  advantageous  friend- 
ship to  ancient  and  ill-defined  rivalry.  This  alliance  is 
a  new  fact  in  history,  and  is  the  triumph  of  civilisation. 
Notwithstanding  the  misfortunes  which  have  weighed 
upon  my  kingdom,  I  have  entered  into  this  alliance, 
because  the  house  of  Savoy  ever  deemed  it  to  be  its  duty 
to  draw  the  sword  when  the  combat  was  for  justice  and 
for  independence.  If  the  forces  which  I  bring  to  the 
Allies  are  those  of  a  state  not  vast,  I  bring  with  them, 
nevertheless,  the  influence  of  a  loyalty  never  doubted, 
and  supported  by  the  valour  of  an  army  always  faithful 
to  the  banners  of  its  kings.  We  cannot  lay  down  our 
arms  until  an  honourable  and  therefore  durable  peace 
has  been  secured.  This  we  shall  accomplish  by  seeking 
unanimously  the  triumph  of  true  right  and  the  just 
desires  of  each  nation.  I  thank  you  for  the  good  wishes 
you  this  day  express  for  my  future  happiness  and  for 
that  of  my  kingdom.  While  you  thus  express  your- 
selves with  respect  to  the  future,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
speak  of  the  present,  and  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
high  position  attained  by  Great  Britain.  This  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  free  and  noble  character  of  the  nation, 
and  also  to  the  virtues  of  your  Queen." — A  banquet 
followed  ;  after  which  the  king  returned  to  Buckingham 
Palace.  On  the  5th,  the  king  was  installed  as  a  knight 
of  the  garter  ;  and,  on  the  6th,  set  out  on  his  return 
homewards,  by  way  of  France. 

A  meeting  on  the  subject  of  a  Testimonial  to  Miss 
Nightingale,  was  held  at  Willis's  Rooms,  on  the  29th 
ult.  The  room  was  crowded  with  distinguished  persons. 
The  Duke  of  Cambridge  took  the  chair,  and  stated  the 
object  of  the  meeting.  There  are,  he  said,  various  kinds 
of  testimonials,  but  that  proposed  for  Miss  Nightingale 
would  be  such  as  would  benefit  her  fellow  creatures.  It 
was  proposed  that  a  sum  should  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  placing  it  in  her  hands,  not  to  build  a  new  hos- 
pital, but  to  establish  a  school  for  nurses,  partly  of  a 
higher  order  than  common,  and  partly  of  an  ordinary 


character,  who,  when  trained  by  her,  may  be  sent  forth 
to  the  various  hospitals  that  may  require  their  assistance. 
The  execution  of  the  plan  would  be  left  entirely  to  Miss 
Nightingale,  assisted  by  a  council  of  her  own  selection. 
That  is  a  compliment  the  public  ought  to  pay.  After 
this  introduction,  resolutions  were  moved  and  seconded 
by  various  gentlemen, — the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  Sir 
William  Heathcote,  Sir  John  Pakington,  Sir  James 
Clarke,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Monckton  Milnes,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Mr.  Sidney  Herbert,  Mr.  Bracebridge,  the  Duke 
of  Argyll,  the  Reverend  Sidney  Godolphin  Osborne, 
Lord  Goderich,  and  Dr.  Cumming.  Mr.  Sidney  Her- 
bert told  some  interesting  facts  respecting  Miss  Night- 
ingale. At  the  time  when  Miss  Nightingale  proceeded 
to  the  East,  there  was  published,  unintentionally — by 
what  accident  he  knew  not — a  letter  from  him  to  Miss 
Nightingale,  written  with  all  the  freedom  of  friendship 
and  with  all  the  urgency  which  the  circumstances  of 
the  time  imposed.  In  that  letter  he  had  taken  a  liberty 
with  the  names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bracebridge :  without 
any  previous  consultation,  he  had  said  to  Miss  Nightin- 
gale, as  a  further  indticement  to  her  to  undertake 
the  task  which  he  was  urging  upon  her — "  This  I 
will  answer  for,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bracebridge  will  go  out 
with  you  :  "  and  this  he  had  said  because  he  knew  that 
in  those  two  persons  there  existed  such  a  feeling  for  the 
high  and  noble  work,  such  an  appreciation  of  and  at- 
tachment to  the  virtues  of  Miss  Nightingale,  that  he 
might  safely  answer  for  the  conduct  they  would  pursue. 
Other  names  there  were,  too,  in  this  glorious  band, 
which  might  also  claim  their  gratitude  ;  but  where  all 
had  done  so  well  it  would  be  invidious  to  select  indivi- 
duals. Miss  Nightingale's  name  was  selected  only  be- 
cause on  her  the  chief  weight  of  responsibility  fell,  and 
through  her,  therefore,  it  was  that  the   meed  of   praise 

which  had  been  achieved  ought  to  be  paid Some 

years  ago  he  had  seen  her  at  the  great  Lutheran  Hos- 
pital on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  near  Dusseldorf, — an 
establishment  out  of  which  no  person  was  allowed  to 
pass  to  practise  as  a  nurse  except  after  having  gone 
through  very  severe  examinations  ;  and  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  hospital  then  told  him,  that  since  he  had 
been  at  the  head  of  it  no  person  had  ever  passed  so  dis- 
tinguished an  examination  or  had  shown  herself  so 
thoroughly  mistress  of  all  she  had  to  learn  as  Miss 
Nightingale.  Moreover,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  Miss  Nightingale  in  her  present  position  had  exhi- 
bited greater  power  of  organisation,  a  greater  familiarity 
with  details,  while  at  the  same  time  she  took  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  general  bearing  of  the  subject,  than 
had  marked  the  conduct  of  any  one  connected  with  the 
hospitals  during  the  present  war.  An  anecdote  which 
had  lately  been  sent  to  him  by  a  correspondent  showed 
her  great  power  over  all  with  whom  she  came  into  con- 
tact. Here  was  the  passage.  "  I  have  just  heard  such 
a  pretty  account  from  a  soldier  describing  the  comfort  it 
was  to  see  even  Florence  pass — '  She  would  speak  to  one 
and  another,  and  nod  and  smile  to  a  many  more ;  but 
she  couldn't  do  it  to  all,  you  know,  for  we  lay  there  by 
hundreds ;  but  we  could  kiss  her  shadow  as  it  fell,  and 
lay  our  heads  on  the  pillow  again  content.'  "  And  his 
correspondent  then  very  justly  remarked  — "  What 
poetry  there  is  in  these  men  !  "  And  again — "  I  think 
I  told  you  of  another,  who  said  '  Before  she  came  there 
was  such  cussin'  and  swearin';  but  after  that  it  was  as 
holy  as  a  church.'  "  He  had  been  told,  too,  by  eye- 
witnesses, that  it  was  most  singular  to  remark  how, 
when  men,  frenzied,  perhaps,  by  their  wounds  and 
disease,  had  worked  themselves  into  a  passionate  refusal 
to  submit  to  necessary  operations,  a  few  calm  sentences 
of  hers  seemed  at  once  to  allay  the  storm,  and  the  men 
would  submit  willingly  to  the^painful  ordeal  they  had 
to  undergo.  They  could  not  pretend  to  offer  to  such  a 
woman  any  recompense  for  her  services  without  lower- 
ing their  high  standard.  The  only  suitable  mark  of 
gratitude  which  could  be  shown  her  would  be  one 
which  would  testify  the  confidence  of  the  English 
people  in  her  energy,  ability,  and  zeal.  Great  as  was 
his  friendship  for  Miss  Nightingale,  he  should  be  merci- 
less to  her  in  one  respect.  The  abilities  which  she  had 
displayed  could  not  again  be  allowed  to  slumber.  So 
long  as  she  lived  her  labours  were  marked  out  for  her; 
the   diamond  had  shown  itself,   and  it  must  not  be 
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allowed  to  return  to  the  mine.  It  was,  perhaps,  a  con- 
comitant disadvantage  of  all  great  geniuses,  but  during 
her  mission  at  Scutari  she  had  developed  talents  which 
must  chain  her  to  the  oar  for  the  rest  of  her  life  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  that  he  hoped  an  enlarged  field  of 
labour  would  be  provided  for  her,  so  that  she  might  be 
enabled  to  rescue  our  hospitals  from  a  great  disadvantage 
under  which  they  at  present  labour,  to  raise  the  system 
of  nursing  to  a  pitch  of  efficiency  never  before  known 
here,  and  thus  confer  incalculable  benefits  on  the 
country  at  large.  "  1.  That  the  noble  exertions  of  Miss 
Nightingale  and  her  associates  in  the  hospitals  of  the 
East,  and  the  invaluable  services  rendered  by  them  to 
the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  British  forces,  demand  the 
grateful  recognition  of  the  British  people.  2.  That  it 
is  desirable  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Miss  Nightin- 
gale's signal  devotion,  and  to  record  the  gratitude  of 
the  nation  by  a  testimonial  of  a  substantial  character ; 
and  that,  as  she  has  expressed  her  unwillingness  to 
accept  any  tribute  designed  for  her  own  personal  ad- 
vantage, funds  be  raised  to  enable  her  to  establish  an 
institution  for  the  training,  sustenance,  and  protection 
of  nurses  and  hospital  attendants.  3.  That  to  accom- 
plish this  object  on  a  scale  worthy  of  the  nation,  and 
honourable  to  Miss  Nightingale,  all  classes  be  invited  to 
contribute.  4.  That  the  sums  so  collected  be  vested  in 
trustees  to  be  appointed  by  the  committee,  and  applied 
for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  second  resolution,  in 
such  manner  and  under  such  regulations  as  Miss  Night- 
ingale shall  from  time  to  time  approve  ;  the  subscribers 
having  entire  confidence  in  her  experience,  energy,  and 
judgment.  5.  That  with  a  view  to  secure,  under  all 
circumstances,  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  raised  to 
the  purpose  expressed  in  the  second  resolution,  Miss 
Nightingale  be  requested  to  name  a  council  (selected 
from  the  committee)  to  co-operate  with  her,  and  who 
may  represent  her  until  her  return  to  this  country,  or 
in  the  event  of  any  suspension  of  her  labours."  The 
sixth  resolution  appointed  a  committee  of  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  to  carry  the  other  five  into  effect. 

The  Earl  of  Lucan  has  been  rewarded  for  his  services 
in  the  Crimea  by  the  Colonelcy  of  the  Eighth  Hussars. 
In  consideration  of  the  distinguished  services  of  the 
late  Colonel  Balfour  Ogilvy,  who  died  at  Balaklava  on 
the  12th  of  July  last,  a  colonel's  widow's  pension  has 
been  granted  to  his  widow.  Lord  Panmure  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Balfour  Ogilvy  intimating  the  grant,  and  took  that 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  regret  at  the  loss  to  her 
Majesty  of  the  services  of  so  valuable  a  life  as  that  of  her 
late  husband.  Colonel  Ogilvy  joined  Omar  Pasha  in 
the  field  in  March,  1854,  and  from  that  period  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  had  on  different  occasions  greatly 
distinguished  himself.  Lord  Hardinge  has,  without  any 
solicitation,  given  Colonel  Ogilvy's  second  son  an 
ensigncy,  without  purchase,  in  the  34th  Regiment. 

A  public  meeting  was  celd  on  the  13th  inst.,  in  the 
Marylebone  Court  House,  in  order  to  raise  funds  for  a 
Testimonial  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hume ;  Sir  Benjamin  Hall 
in  the  chair.  It  was  a  numerous  gathering.  Among 
the  speakers,  besides  the  chairman,  were  Mr.  Secretary 
Osborne,  Mr.  Roebuck,  Mr.  William  Williams,  Sir 
James  l)uke,  Mr.  Apsley  Pellatt,  Mr.  Nicholay,  and 
Mr.  D'lffanger.  The  meeting  resolved  that  a  testimo- 
nial should  be  erected  to  Mr.  Hume ;  that  a  subscrip- 
tion for  that  purpose  should  be  set  on  foot  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  that  the  manner  of  expend- 
ing the  money  raised  should  be  determined  when  the 
subscription  is  closed.  It  was  also  resolved  to  petition 
the  House  of  Commons  to  set  up  a  statue  of  Mr.  Hume 
in  the  vestibule  of  the  House.  The  sum  subscribed  at 
the  meeting  was  1407. 

A  despatch  from  Lord  Clarendon  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Control,  dated  August  G,  and  stating  the 
views  of  the  government  respecting  the  Charges  brought 
against  Sir  Ja»ies  Brooke,  has  been  made  public.  Lord 
Clarendon  states  that  the  government  have  learned  with 
satisfaction  that  the  inquiry  has  ended  with  the  com- 
plete exculpation  of  Sir  James  Brooke  from  the  charges 
brought  against  him,  while  it  has  brought  to  light 
abundant  evidence  of  the  beneficial  results  of  his  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  Sarawak.  But  her  Majesty's 


government  agree  with  the  commissioners,  "  that,  with- 
out an  exact  knowledge  of  the  terms  which  have  been 
finally  agreed  upon  between  the  Sultan  of  Borneo  and 
Sir  James  Brooke,  the  actual  position  of  Sir  James 
Brooke  at  Sarawak  cannot  be  determined." 

When  times  were  bad  for  the  farmers,  Mr.  George 
Lane  Fox,  of  Bramham  Park,  Yorkshire,  allowed  his 
tenants  10  per  cent,  off  their  rents  :  prices  are  now  high, 
and  the  tenants  have  offered  to  pay  10  per  cent,  extra 
on  their  rents.  Mr.  Fox  has  declined  the  gratifying 
offer ;  and  advised  his  tenants  to  take  advantage  of 
their  prosperity  to  improve  their  farms,  so  as  to  meet 
less  easy  times.  The  farmers  have  requested  Mr.  Fox 
to  allow  his  portrait  to  be  painted,  to  be  presented  to 
his  wife  :  he  has  consented. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Royal  Academy,  the  fol- 
lowing Academicians  have  been  elected  as  President 
and  Council  for  the  ensuing  year  :  —  President :  Sir 
Charles  Lock  Eastlake.  Council :  E.  M.  Ward,  S. 
Cousins,  C.  W.  Cope,  W.  Dyce,  P.  Mac-Dowell,  F.  R. 
Lee,  J.  R.  Herbert,  Esqs.,  and  Sir  R.  Westmacott. 
Auditors  :  Sir  R.  Westmacott,  W.  Mulreadv,  Esq.,  and 
Sir  C.  Barry. 


Obituary  at  Rotable  }3cr£rjn3. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Langham,  widow  of  the  late  Sir  James 
Langham.  Bart.,  and  only  sister  of  the  late  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  died  at  her  residence  in  Park  Road,  Twickenham, 
on  the  30th  ult.,  in  her  79th  year. 

Robert  Bunt  an,  Esq.,  died  ou  the  27th  ult.,  at  his  resi- 
dence, Grecian  place.  Lincoln,  aged  SO.  He  was  the  last  male 
descendant  in  a  direct  line  from  John  Buuyan,  the  author  of 
the  "Pilgrim's  Progress." 

The  Rev.  Robert  Montgomery,  author  of  "The  Omni- 
presence of  the  Deity,"  "Satan,"  and  other  works,  and 
minister  of  Percy  Street  Chapel,  died  at  Brighton  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  aged  4S. 

John  Williams,  Esq.,  late  M.P.  for  Macclesfield,  died  at 
his  residence,  Bromwyfia,  St.  Asaph,  on  the  'J 9th  ult., 
aged  55. 

Admiral  Carthew,  died  on  the  2Sth  ult.,  aged  SO. 
Baron    Anselm    Meyer    Rothschild,    the    eldest  of   the 
brothers  at  the  head  of  the  renowned  family  of  that  name, 
died  at  Frankfort  on  the  6th  inst.,  of  catarrhal  fever,  in  his 
7Sth  year. 

The  Philologist  Meier,  professor  at  Ilalle,  died  on  the  5th 
inst. 

Sir  George  BallIngall,  M. D.,  Professor  of  Military  Sur- 
gery in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  died  on  the  4th  inst.,  at 
Altamont,  near  Blairgowrie.  He  had  filled  the  chair  of 
Military  Surgery  for  thirty-two  years. 

Colonel  Bi.oomfield,  who  was  lately  despatched  by  the 
British  Government  to  Moldavia,  on  business  connected  with 
the  arrest  of  Colonel  Turr,  died  almost  suddeijy  ou  the  day 
after  his  arrival,  as  is  understood,  from  the  fatigues  of  his 
journey.  The  Ottoman  troops  of  the  garrison  and  the  Walla- 
chian  staff  paid  the  usual  military  honours  at  his  funeral. 

Lieut. -General  Lindsay,  of  Balcarres,  nephew  of  the  fifth 
Earl  of  Balcarres,  died  at  Genoa,  on  the  5th  inst.  For  several 
years  he  was  a  representative  of  Fife,  his  native  county. 

Mr.  Samuel  Rogers  died  at  his  house  in  St.  James's  Place, 
on  the  ISth  inst.,  at  the  age  of  93. 

Colonel  Sibthorp,  the  well-known  member  for  Lincoln,  at 
his  house,  in  Eaton  Square,  on  the  14tUjinst.,  aged  73. 

Mr.  John  Cowling,  the  High  Steward  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  and  a  distinguished  member  of  the  common  law 
bar,  died  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  his  house  in  Albemarle  Street, 
in  his  54th  year. 

Baron  De  Bouville,  formerly  page  to  Louis  XVI.,  and 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Louis,  has  just  died  near  Rouen, 
at  the  age  of  89. 

Madame  Monniee,  sister  of  Marshal  Ney,  and  widow  of  the 
late  receiver-General  of  the  Meurthe,  has  recently  expired  at 
Nancy,  at  the  age  of  84.  She  was  two  years  younger  than 
the  Marshal. 

General  d'Armaqnao  has  just  died  at  Bordeaux,  at  the 
age  of  85.  He  took  part  in  many  of  the  great  battles  of  t'.ie 
empire. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Chambers,  late  Physician  to  the  Queen,  died  at 
his  residence,  Hordle  House,  near  Lymington,  Hampshire,  on 
the  16th  inst.,  in  his  70th  year. 


December,  1S55.J 


FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


275 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  India  Mail  has  brought  intelligence 
of  some  interest.  Ihe  Sontal  insurrection  still  continues; 
hut  the  government  appear,  though  tardily,  to  be  taking 
effectual  measures  for  its  suppression. 

The  embassy  to  Ava  was  received  by  the  king  on  the 
17th  September.  The  whole  party  rode  to  the  palace 
on  elephants;  each  member  of  the  embassy  paired  off 
with  a  Burmese  official  of  corresponding  rank.  The 
scene  in  the  throne-room  is  thus  described  :  — "  The 
throne  room  is  a  large  wooden  building,  wholly  gilt  in- 
side, even  to  the  ceiling,  surmounted  by  a  large  spire, 
which  in  the  distance  is  not  unlike  a  church-steeple. 
A  long  clear  space,  in  length  about  one  hundred  feet,  and 
breadth  about  fifteen,  brought  us  in  the  presence  of  the 
throne.  We  had  Brussels  carpets  to  sit  down  upon,  or 
rather  to  lie  down,  as  you  are  supposed  to  sit  sidewajs, 
resting  on  your  hand  facing  the  throne,  with  your  legs 
drawn  close  up  under  you, — a  most  uncomfortable  posi- 
tion for  one  not  used  to  it.  After  being  seated  in  this 
way  a  few  minutes,  paun  was  brought  in,  in  small  gold 
cups,  and  offered  to  us  ;  water,  also,  of  a  very  disagree- 
able taste  was  given  us.  About  six  or  seven  minutes 
after  this,  the  sliding-doors  at  the  back  of  the  throne 
opened,  and  the  king  appeared,  with  the  first  queen  a 
few  steps  in  his  rear  :  they  came  up,  and  he  seated  him- 
self, with  his  queen  on  his  right  and  a  little  behind  him. 
The  queen  had  a  China  fan,  with  which  she  now  and 
then  fanned  her  lord  and  master  ;  but  neither  the  king 
nor  the  queen  spoke  a  word.  He  was  dressed  in  a  gor- 
geous kind  of  over-coat,  so  studded  with  jewels  that  he 
could  hardly  walk  under  it,  and  a  pagoda-shaped  hat. 
The  queen  hnd  much  the  same  sort  of  dress,  but  a  hat 
something  like  an  inverted  cornucopia.  Immediately 
in  front  of  the  embassy  were  some  very  pretty  children 
lying  flat  on  their  facts ;  these  were  the  children  of  the 
royal  family.  In  front  and  to  the  right  was  the  heir 
apparent,  and  our  supposed  enemy.  The  letter  of  the 
governor-general  was  read  out,  the  lists  of  presents,  and 
the  names  of  the  members  of  the  embassy.  Presents 
were  then  made.     Major   Phayre   received  a  valuable 

ruby  ring  and  a  gold  cup Shortly  after,  the  king 

retired,  and  we  left  the  palace,  went  down  and  amused 
ourselves  with  looking  at  the  tumblers,  dancing  girls, 
&c,  and  then  visited  the  white  elephant.  Contraiy  to 
my  expectations,  he  tains  out  to  be  a  noble  beast :  he  is 


not  white,  but  of  a  muddy  colour;  is  about  sixty  years 
old;  and  had  very  fine  jewels  about  him,  the  hand- 
somest being  on  his  forehead — a  gold  plate  with  a  large 
urn  raid.  The  whole  visit,  from  the  time  of  entering 
the  place  to  leaving  it,  occupied  less  than  an  hour." 

The  accounts  from  Oude  are  contradictory.  It  was 
uncertain  whether  the  fanatical  Moulavie,  Ameen  Ali, 
was  marching  on  Fyzabad,  or  had  returned  broken  in 
spirit  and  credit  to  Lucknow.  But  the  danger  of  a 
religious  war  had  greatly  diminished. 

The  titular  Nawab  of  the  Carnatic  died  on  the  7th 
Oetoher,  at  Madras,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  his  age. 
His  life  had  been  spent  in  rioting  and  debauchery.  He 
was  the  last  of  his  line. 


The  West  India  Mail  has  brought  advices  from 
Jamaica  to  the  27th  November.  The  legislature  was 
still  in  session  when  the  packet  left,  and  appeared  very 
dilatory  in  proceeding  with  the  business  of  legislation. 
They  had  passed  a  Clergy  bill,  with  a  duration  of  four- 
teen years,  whereby  a  saving  of  12J  per  cent,  on  the 
salaries  paid  to  the  clergy  has  been  effected,  or  about 
3000/.  per  annum.  A  message  from  the  governor  had 
been  presented  to  the  house,  accompanied  by  a  despatch 
from  the  colonial  secretary,  proposing  to  send  out  a  geo- 
logist and  mineralogist  to  the  West  India  colonies,  at 
the  expense  of  the  imperial  government,  providing  each 
colony  would  pay  20s.  per  diem  towards  his  travelling 
expense,  when  actually  engaged  in  such  labour.  The 
proposition  had  been  agreed  to  by  the   house. 

There  are  advices  from  Melbourne  to  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember. Trade  in  the  colony  was  in  a  depressed  state. 
Diggers  were  still  producing  rich  yields.  The  price  of 
gold  was  31.  16s.  per  ounce.  At  Geelong  complaints 
were  being  made  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  title-deeds 
to  crown  grants.  A  meeting  was  held  there  on  Sept. 
10th,  to  make  arrangements  for  sending  a  numberof  the 
unemployed  single  females  to  different  portions  of  the 
interior.  Ballarat  was  fixed  on  as  the  place  to  start  the 
experiment. 

Accounts  from  New  Zealand  to  the  12th  August  state 
that  the  colony  was  prosperous  and  flourishing. 
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FitOM  the  accounts  from  the  Crimea  it  appears  that 
military  opfrations  are  suspended,  probably  not  to  be 
resumed  till  the  spring.  Tho  hostile  forces  continue  to 
occupy  their  positions  in  Sebastopol  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, which  have  been  already  described.  The  follow- 
ing is  now  the  staff  of  the  British  army  in  the  Crimea: 
—Commander-in-Chief,  Sir  W.  Codrington,  K.C.B. 
Aides-de-Camp  to  the  Commander-in-Chief:  Capt.  the 
Hon.  H.  W.  Campbell,  Rifle  Brigade;  and  Capt.  Pon- 
sonby,  Grenadier  Guards.  Chief  of  the  Staff,  Major- 
General  C.  A.  Windham,  C.  B.  Aides-de-Camp  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Staff,  Major  Lewis  and  Captain  Erie. 
Quartermaster-General,  Col.  the  Hon.  Percy  Herbert. 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  Col.  the  Hon.  A. 
Hardinge.  Deputy  Assistant  Quartermasters-General  : 
Capt.  Willes,  77th  ;  Capt.  Torrens,  23rd  ;  Capt.  Vacber, 
33rd;  and  Capt.  Hammersley,  14th.  Military  Secretary, 
Lieut.-Col.  Blane.  Assistant  Military  Secretary,  Major 
Boyle,  89th.  Surgeon  to  Commander-in-Chief,  Dr.  F. 
Smith.  Adjutant-General,  Col.  Pakenham,  C.B.  Deputy 
Adjutant-General,  and  Deputy  Assistant  Adjutants-Ge- 
neral: Lieut.-Col.  Kennedy,  18th;  Capt.  Thompson,  4th  ; 
Capt.  Luard,  77th;  Major  Dowbiggin.  Principal  Me- 
dical Officer,  Dr.  Hall.  The  escort  consists  of  a  troop 
of  the  11th  Hussars,  under  Capt.  Vamittart,  and  of  two 
companies  of  the  Rifle  Brigade,  under  Major  Fyers. 
Col.  Wetherall  succeeds  Col.  M'Murdo  in  the  command 


of  the  Land  Transport  Corps  till  the  latter  can  return  to 
his  command. 

The  disposition  of  the  Russian  troops  is  stated  to  be 
as  follows.  There  are  still  eleven  divisions  of  infantry 
remaining  in  the  south,  two  having  gone  north.  Imme- 
diately* after  the  fall  of  Sebastopol,  when  the  French 
went  down  towards  the  Upper  Belbek,  a  great  number 
of  troops  were  sent  that  way,  so  that  from  the  pass  of 
Aitodor  down  to  Albared  and  Kutshuk  Sioren  there 
were  seven  divisions,  the  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  and 
13th  reserve  ;  and  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  were  on  the 
Mackenzie  heights,  the  4th  and  5th  at  Inkermann,  the 
12th  in  the  Severnaia,  and  the  11th  on  the  Belbek. 
When  the  demonstrations  from  Eupatoria  forced  the 
Russians  to  show  front  in  that  direction,  the  4th  and 
5th  were  sent  there;  the  11th  came  down  from  the 
Belbek  to  take  their  place;  and  the  8th  was  sent  to 
replace  the  latter.  Since  the  fall  of  Sebastopol,  not  a 
man  of  regular  troops  is  said  to  have  arrived  in  the 
Crimea— only  about  20,000  militia.  These  latter  were 
of  those  enrolled  in  April  last.  Probably,  in  order  to 
work  on  the  religious  feelings  of  the  new  conscripts, 
they  were  all  enrolled  during  the  holy  wetk — twenty- 
three  in  1000.  They  were  of  all  ages,  from  seventeen  to 
sixty— boys  and  old  men — no  distinction  was  made; 
whether  they  were  married  or  not,  they  were  taken  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  their  owners,  who  naturally  sent 
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those  who  were  of  least  use  to  them.  The  new  con- 
scripts were  drilled  for  a  month,  and  then  sent  off.  They 
are  dressed  like  the  other  Russian  soldiers.  They  form 
the  laughing-stock  of  the  regular  army,  and  are  bullied 
by  the  inferior  officers,  although  they  say  the  generals 
are  kind  to  them.  The  official  announcement  from  St. 
Petersburg,  that  the  Russian  army  in  the  Crimea  is 
provided  with  provisions  for  eight  months  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  borne  out  by  information  gleaned  upon  the  spot. 
There  are  said  to  be  considerable  stores  of  provisions 
heaped  up  in  Simpheropol  and  Duvenkoi,  where  the 
Russian  reserves  are.  The  Russians  seem  rather  anxious 
about  the  Tchongar  road,  and  they  have  thrown  up 
batteries  near  the  bridge,  as  well  as  on  both  the  penin- 
sulas which  it  connects.  The  Tchongar  and  not  the 
Perekop  road  is  said  to  be  their  main  channel  of  com- 
munication with  the  interior,  which  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising, as  this  latter  is  more  exposed,  owing  to  the 
contiguity  of  the  allied  forces  at  Eupatoria. 

The  Mixed  Commission  appointed  to  take  an  inven- 
tory of  the  contents  of  Sebastopol  met  first  on  the  15th 
September.  Their  second  sitting  was  held  on  the  25th, 
when  a  detailed  list  of  the  things  captured  was  laid  be- 
fore them.  "  The  catalogue  of  these  articles,"  says  the 
Moniteur  de  la  Flotte,  "  is  certainly  a  most  extraordi- 
nary one.  Thus  it  shows  that  in  the  Malakhoff  and  the 
Redan  nearly  3000  pieces  of  cannon  of  every  calibre 
were  found,  and  120,000  lb.  of  gunpowder.  In  Sebas- 
topol itself  128  cannons  of  bronze  were  found,  and  3711 
of  iron.  These  pieces  are  divided  into  equal  lots  for 
France  and  England,  paying  due  regard  to  the  different 
calibres,  and  that  one-half  should  be  sent  to  France, 
and  the  other  half  to  Great  Britain,  with  the  exception 
of  two  magnificent  bronze  guns  which  have  been  offered 
to  General  dc  la  Marmora ;  but  that  all  should  remain 
in  Sebastopol,  and  in  the  redoubts  and  fortifications 
of  Kamiesh  and  Balaklava,  till  such  time  as  they 
were  not  required  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  when 
each  government  might  do  what  it  liked  with  its 
own  share.  These  decisions,  taken  conformably  to  the 
first  act  of  the  convention,  leave  the  valuation  of  the 
pieces  out  of  the  question ;  but  by  the  fourth  article 
of  the  same  convention  it  is  agreed  that  the  value  of  the 
booty,  &c,  shall  be  divided  proportionally,  according  to 
the  number  of  combatants  whom  each  power  had  in 
line.  Thus  the  effective  force  of  English  and  Sardinian 
having  been,  on  September  8,  63,741  effective  men,  and 
ours  126,705,  we  take  two-thirds  and  they  one-third. 
The  commission  afterwards  passed  on  to  the  partition  of 
the  other  materiel  ;taken,'  and  divided  the  following 
into  three  parts — two  for  France,  and  one-third  for 
England  as  before,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
are  to  remain  for  the  supply  of  the  defence  : — 307,314 
round  shot ;  shell,  101,155 ;  canister  cases,  24,080  ;  gun- 
powder, 525,0001b. ;  ball-cartridges,  for  muskets  and 
carbines,  470,000  in  good  condition,  and  160,000  da- 
maged ;  waggons,  80 ;  yawls,  6 ;  logs  of  lignum- vitee, 
500  ;  anchors  of  port  moorings,  400;  anchors  of  different 
sizes,  90  ;  grapplings  and  small  anchors,  50  ;  chains  for 
anchors,  200  yards  ;  old  copper  for  sheathings,  104,000 
lb. ;  old  ropes,  100,0001b. ;  water  casks,  300 ;  new 
ropes  of  different  sizes,  50,0001b.;  pulleys,  400;  spars, 
40  ;  tools,  300  ;  bar  iron  and  steel,  1,460,0001b.  ;  iron 
wire,  4001b. ;  iron  cheeks,  3201b.  ;  sheet  iron,  16,000 
lb.  ;  tin-plate,  14,0001b.  ;  copper,  120,0001b. ;  nails, 
60001b. ;  firewood,  a  large  quantity ;  pitch  and  tar, 
200  barrels  ;  barrels  of  paint,  150  ;  small  boilers,  weigh- 
ing 6,0001b.  ;  the  remains  of  a  steam-engine  of  220- 
horse  power,  taken  out  of  a  steamer  burnt  by  the  Rus- 
sians;  large  copper  boilers,  weighing '100,0001b.,  8;  old 
copper  ,100,0001b.  ;  copper  screws,  10,0001b.  ;  old  iron, 
60,0001bs. ;  large  bells,  6;  small  bells,  10;  hospital  beds, 
350  ;  iron  forges,  in  great  numbers  ;  main  tackles,  12;  coal, 
2000  ton ;  steam-engines  of  30-horse  power,  for  the 
basins,  2  ;  lar^e  pumps,  for  the  basins,  3;  iron  boilers, 
3 ;  1  high-pressure  engine  of  16-horse  power,  for  the 
basins;  iron  cranes,  17  ;  and  engine  of  12-horse  power, 
in  the  military  bakery;  2  dredging-machines  of  30-horse 
rower,  unserviceable  ;  a  still,  a  clock,  six  marble  statues, 
two  sphinxes,  a  large  basso-rilievo ;  biscuit,  500  tons  ; 
flour,  150;  barley,  9  ;  buckwheat,  117  ;  oats,  18  ;  millet, 
54 ;  wheat,  20 ;  peas,  If ;  salt  meat,  50  ;  wheat  in  the 
granaries,  503  quarters,  &c."     The  bread-stuffs    were 


declared  unfit  for  the  use  of  the  allied  armies,  and  were 
sent  to  Eupatoria  for  the  Tartars.  As  it  was  impossible 
to  divide  the  wood  of  the  houses  and  buildings  to  be  de- 
molished, the  city  itself  was  divided  ;  and  to  the  English 
was  allotted  the  eastern,  to  the  French  the  western  por- 
tion. Two  Turkish  field-pieces  found  in  sthe  arsenal 
were  restored  to  the  Sultan. 

The  accounts  of  the  condition  of  the  army  are  very 
satisfactory.  The  correspondent  of  the  Da>ly  Neics, 
writing  on  the  23rd  ult.,  says :  "Our  first  wintry  day 
came  on  the  21st  instant.  During  the  previous  night  it 
froze  sharply,  and  some  'snow  fell.  The  frost  was 
accompanied  by  a  biting  north  wind,  which  lasted 
throughout  the  day,  but  subsided  again  on  the  following 
night.  Snow  was  also  for  the  first  time  visible  on  the 
higher  peaks  and  ridges  of  the  mountains  to  the  east- 
ward, where  the  numerous  tributary  streams  are  found 
which  afterwards  unite  to  form  the  rivers  Belbek, 
Katcha,  and  Alma.  Last  year  the  snow  appeared  in 
these  situations  much  earlier,  and  the  army  was  wholly 
unprepared  to  meet  the  exigences  of  the  cold  season. 
Nothing  could  offer  a  more  striking  contrast  than  the 
different  circumstances  of  the  troops  now.  The  greater 
part  of  the  winter  clothing  had  already  arrived,  and  was 
deposited  in  the  divisional  or  regimental  stores,  and  the 
first  day  on  which  cold  of  any  severity  was  felt,  a  tele- 
graphic message  sent  from  head-quarters  round  to  the 
several  divisions  was  all  that  was  required  to  cause  the 
clothing  to  be  issued.  A  general  order  of  the  same  date 
directed  the  winter  clothing  to  be  taken  into  wear.  The 
articles  distributed  comprise  a  most  excellent  tweed 
coat,  lined  throughout  with  rabbit  or  catskin,  the  same 
as  was  last  year  served  out  to  the  officers ;  a  larger  and 
still  warmer  sheepskin  coat,  two  pairs  of  thick  worsted 
drawers,  two  Jerseys,  one  pair  of  worsted  gloves,  one 
worsted  cholera  belt,  one  pair  of  long  waterproof  boots, 
one  waterproof  sheet,  one  pair  of  worsted  stockings,  one 
pair  of  socks  of  the  same  quality,  and  one  seal-skin  cap 
to  turn  down  and  completely  cover  the  ears  and  neck. 
No  one,  I  am  disposed  to  think,  will  charge  Lord  Pan- 
mure  with  having  neglected  a  single  article  that  the 
health  or  comfort  of  even  the  rawest  recruit  now  in 
camp  can  require.  The  men  themselves  are  loud  in  the 
expression  of  their  satisfaction.  The  huts  are  rapidly 
increasing  in  number  over  the  camps.  The  weather  is 
again  favourable  for  erecting  them,  and  for  all  the  other 
field  works  and  winter  preparations.  This  day  and  yes- 
terday, November  the  22nd  and  23rd,  the  weather  has 
been  delightful.  The  air  has  been  remarkably  clear  and 
transparent ;  the  sun  has  exerted  considerable  power, 
and  there  has  been  no  wind.  The  nights  have  been 
frosty  and  cold,  but  bright  and  moonlit  .  .  .  General 
Codringtou  is  directing  attention  to  the  interior  economy 
of  the  army,  and  enforcing  some  very  stringent  regula- 
tions affecting  its  discipline  and  police  arrangements. 
A  code  of  rules  has  been  published  in  a  general  order  of 
Nov.  23,  by  which  the  system  of  punishment  for  soldiers 
sentenced  to  undergo  confinement  with  hard  labour  will 
be  very  materially  changed.  It  will  be  assimilated,  as 
far  as  is  practicable  in  a  camp,  to  the  system  pursued  in 
the  military  prisons  in  England.  Hitherto  the  duties 
and  circumstances  of  the  troops  have  been  such  as  to 
prevent  in  a  great  measure  the  ordinary  punishments  of 
offenders  from  being  carried  into  effect,  and  this  fact  has 
doubtless  had  its  influence  in  rendering  many  men  of 
indifferent  character  very  reckless  in  their  conduct.  The 
great  increase  of  late  in  the  crime  of  drunkenness  has, 
perhaps,  particularly  attracted  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  a  stronger  control  being  exerted.  Attention  has  also 
been  directed  to  the  numerous  canteen  men  and  other 
camp  followers.  All  strangers  are  to  obtain  a  per- 
mission to  remain  with  the  army,  and  this  ticket 
of  residence  must  be  always  kept  in  possession.  .  .  . 
It  is  well  known  that  numerous  robberies  have  been 
committed  in  camp  from  time  to  time,  the  robbers 
escaping  in  some  of  the  trading  vessels  to  Constanti- 
nople, where  all  trace  would  be  lost,  notwithstanding 
the  most  diligent  search.  Deserters  and  others  have 
also  left  by  the  same  means.  Any  one  used  to  be  at 
liberty  to  go  on  board  ship  at  Balaklava,  and  leave  the 
port  without  inquiry.  By  arrangements  with  the  naval 
authorities  this  will  be  prevented  in  future.  No  per- 
son will  now  be  allowed  to   embark  ou   board  a  trans- 
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port  or  other  vessel  without  an  authority,  and  the 
captain  or  any  one  on  board  receiving  and  harbouring  a 
stranger  without  a  passport  will  he  liable  to  immediate 
punishment  of  a  severe  character.  An  office  has  been 
established  at  Balaklava  for  the  registry  of  the  names 
of  all  persons  coming  and  going,  and  for  the  issue  of 
permits  of  residence  and  passports.  One  of  the  Provost- 
Marshals  has  been  appointed  to  attend  to  this  particular 
duty.  A  branch,  under  the  direction  of  a  Provost- 
Sergeant,  will  be  established  at  Kazatch  Bay.  Police 
stations  are  being  erected  in  certain  situations  about 
the  camp,  one  being  at  head-quarters,  and  these  will  be 
marked  by  lights  at  night.  Some  of  the  Marshal's 
assistants  will  always  be  in  attendance.  With  the  aid 
of  the  electric  telegraph,  and  by  means  of  other  ar- 
rangements for  speedy  communication,  the  effective 
working  of  the  establishment  will  be  secured,  and 
order  and  other  advantages  obtained  in  the  camps. 
The  troops  in  camp  remain  very  healthy.  All  the 
cavalry  have  now  left,  with  the  exception  of  the  11th 
Hussars,  who  are  to  remain  throughout  the  winter, 
the  4th  Dragoon  Guards,  the  Greys,  and  the  6th  Innis- 
killing'Dragoons.  One  troop  of  the  latter  regiment  has 
already  embarked."  The  Times  correspondent  writes 
also  on  the  22nd.  "  Our  allies  share  with  us  the 
labours  of  destroying  the  docks,  which  will  be  ready  to 
go  at  any  moment  we  desire.  The  Sappers  experience 
great  difficulty  in  forming  the  mines,  in  consequence  of 
the  water  running  in  on  them  from  the  clay  ;  but  with 
their  usual  energy  they  worked  away,  and  formed  the 
mines,  which  will  contain  eight  small  and  two  large 
magazines.  It  is  expected  that  the  explosions  must  dis- 
integrate the  masonry  and  tumble  the  stonework  into 
the  basins.  The  English  works  are  under  the  charge 
of  Captain  Nicholson,  R.E.,  and  Mr.  Deane  has  lent 
the  use  of  his  batteries  for  the  purpose  of  firing  the 
mines,  and  will  undertake  that  part  of  the  operation. 
Drunkenness  is  much  on  the  decline  ;  the  petty  thefts 
have  been  traced  in  nearly  every  instance  to  natives  or 
camp  followers,  and  on  the  whole  there  never  was  a 
better  conducted  army  in  the  field  placed  under  similar 
circumstances.  We  are  to  have  horse  races  on  a  grand 
scale  early  in  December." 

The  latest  official  intelligence  from  Sebastopol  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  despatch  from  General  Codring- 
ton:  "Sebastopol,  Dec.  4. — My  Lord, —  The  enemy 
continue  to  fire  occasionally,  and  sometimes  heavily,  on 
parts  of  the  town.  They  must  have  expended  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  valuable  ammunition  without 
causing  us  any  loss  or  inconvenience.  The  enclosed 
Casualty  Return  is  the  first  of  the  sort  I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  report  to  your  lordship.  It  may  seem  unimpor- 
tant to  refer  to  the  state  of  roads  and  weather  here,  but 
their  condition  affects  the  essential  communication  and 
well-being  of  the  army.  The  winter  broke  upon  us 
suddenly  on  the  26th  and  27th  with  snow,  and  has 
varied  with  gales  and  rain  ;  and  a  very  deep  state  of  the 
ground  has  damaged  all  communications.  Constant 
presence  of  labourers  and  constant  attention  are  requi- 
site, and  are  being  given  to  the  road,  which,  from  a 
peculiarity  of  soil  and  condition,  was  worked  into  holes, 
but  which  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  of  the 
greatest  service  to  the  army  and  its  supplies. — I 
have,  &c,  W.  J.  Codrington,  General  Commanding. 
— P.S.  I  beg  leave  also  to  forward  the  weekly  report  of 
Dr.  Hall,  the  principal  medical  officer,  by  which  your 
Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  general  state  of 
health  of  the  army  continues  favourable." 


The  Times  correspondent  in  Mingrelia  furnishes  an 
accountof  the  battle  on  the  Ingour  ;  which  took  place 
on  the  6th,  not  the  5th,  of  November,  as  reported  in  the 
official  telegraphic  despatches.  The  march  of  the  army 
through  the  forests  and  swamps  that  extend  between 
the  Godava  and  the  Ingour  presented  great  difficulties. 
The  correspondent  referred  to  joined  the  advancing 
troops  beyond  the  Godava,  and  found  them  "  a  miscel- 
laneous multitude  straggling  by  devious  paths  through 
the  tangled  underwood,  or  ploughing  their  way  through 
deep  mud." — "  There  were  infantry  and  cavalry  in  long 
lines  winding  between  the  magnificent  oak  and  beech 
trees  of  which  the  forest  is  composed  ;  Abasians  on 
wiry  ponies  dodging  in  and  out,  and  getting  past  every- 


body ;  mules  and  pack-horses,  in  awkward  predica- 
ments, stopping  up  the  road,  on  whose  devoted  heads 
were  showered  an  immense  variety  of  oaths  by  their 
drivers,  who  in  their  turn  were  sworn  at  by  the  rest  of 
the  world.  There  were  some  batteries  of  artillery, 
which  looked  so  hopelessly  embedded  that  nothing  short 
of  British  energy,  as  impersonated  in  the  young 
Englishman  who  commanded,  could  have  extricated 
them.  There  were  broken-down  baggage-waggons  and 
broken-down  mules,  and  everything  but  broken-down 
men.  Here  and  there  a  Pasha  was  squatted  by  the 
roadside,  indulging  in  his  nargilhe,  enjoying  his  '  kief,' 
and  watching  placidly  the  exertions  of  his  troops."  The 
whole  force — the  numbers  of  which  are  not  given — 
arrived  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ingour  on  the  4th  of 
November,  and  Omar  Pasha  reached  their  camp  on  the 
3rd.  The  enemy  were  posted  on  the  left  bank,  covering 
the  forts.  Their  right,  supported  by  the  fort  of  Ruchi, 
and  covered  with  wood,  faced  the  river  at  a  point  where 
its  bed  was  two  hundred  yards  broad,  but  where  the 
stream  was  much  narrower.  Their  centre  was  posted  behind 
an  intrenchment,  opposite  another  practicable  crossing. 
The  left  held  a  ford  still  further  down  the  river.  Oppo- 
site the  fort  of  Ruchi,  by  the  direction  of  Omar  Pasha, 
the  Turks  threw  up  two  batteries,  on  the  night  of  the 
4th,  with  the  view  of  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  by  their  fire,  while  he  crossed  the  river  lower 
down.  This  movement  was  successfully  accomplished  on 
the  6th.  One  column,  headed  by  Rifles  under  Colonel 
Ballard,  the  whole  commanded  by  Colonel  Simmonds, 
effected  the  passage  of  the  river  and  attacked  the  in- 
trenchment ;  while  Osman  Pasha,  with  a  second  column, 
in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire,  and  in  spite  of  a  strong  cur- 
rent, forded  the  stream  lower  down,  and  routed  the 
enemy  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Colonel  Simmonds 
carried  the  intrenchment,  and  the  Russians  fled,  leaving 
behind  five  guns.  Here,  however,  his  aide-de-camp, 
Captain  Dymock,  was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  batta- 
lion. Routed  at  the  points  assailed,  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  fort  of  Ruchi,  and  retired  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Kutais.  The  Turkish  loss  is  estimated  at  400 
killed  and  wounded.  The  Russian  loss  is  not  esti- 
mated, but  it  is  stated  that  there  were  300  dead  on  the 
field. 


A  despatch  from  Admiral  Lyons,  dated  Kazatch  Bay, 
December  1st,  has  been  received  at  the  Admiralty.  The 
admiral  encloses  a  letter  from  Captain  Sherard  Osborn, 
of  the  Vesuvius,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  stating  that,  as 
the  formation  of  ice  had  commenced  in  the  Sea  of  Azof!', 
and  as  he  had  been  informed  by  both  M.  Gropceviteh, 
the  Austrian  merchant,  charged  with  the  shipment  of 
corn  in  Austrian  vessels,  and  by  the  Russian  authorities 
at  Mariaupol,  that  all  chance  of  neutral  vessels  obtain- 
ing cargoes  this  year  was  at  an  end,  he  had  with- 
drawn to  Kertch  with  a  squadron  under  his  orders, 
after  assuring  himself  that  no  merchant  vessels  re- 
mained in  that  sea. 


Intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  fall  of  Kavs, 
after  its  long  heroic  defences.  The  place  surrendered  to 
General  Mouravieff,  on  the  28th  of  November.  Vasif 
Pasha,  eight  other  Pashas,  General  Williams,  and  the 
whole  of  the  garrison  are  prisoners  of  war.  The  parti- 
culars of  this  unfortunate  event  have  not  yet  been 
received. 


The  Times  gives  a  comprehensive  vie\v  of  the  state  of 
the  war  at  the  conclusion  of  this  year :  we  quote  it, 
slightly  abridged.  "  It  is  reassuring  to  observe  how 
great  has  been  the  revolution  in  the  British  army  within 
a  single  twelvemonth.  The  year  which  is  about  to  close 
has  been  so  filled  with  great  events  that  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  only  the  usual  term  has  passed  away  since  first 
the  story  of  Balaklava  and  Scutari  fixed  the  attention 
of  the  world.  The  year  1855  began  in  calamity  and 
apprehension  that  almost  deepened  to  despair ;  it  is 
about  to  end  in  satisfaction,  if  not  in  triumph,  with  well 
grounded  hope  for  the  future,  and  a  consciousness  that 
we  are  at  least  beginning  to  deserve  success.  What  is 
the  condition  of  the  British  camp  in  the  closing  month 
of  the  present  year  ?  Heavy  rains  have  fallen,  and  the 
roads  have  been  severely  tried,  but  they  have,  on  the 
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whole,  stood  well.  The  railway  is  there,  though  the 
destruction  of  trucks  has  made  it  nearly  useless.  But, 
as  there  is  no  longer  any  shot  or  shell  to  be  sent  up  to 
the  front,  there  seems  to  have  been  no  difficnlty  in  sup- 
plying the  camp  with  all  necessary  provisions.  In  fact, 
recent  complaints  have  rather  indicated  too  sufficient  a 
supply  of  some  commodities.  Drunkenness  is  on  the 
decline,  or,  indeed,  almost  extinguished,  since  a  razzia 
of  the  authorities  has  carried  away  a  great  number  of 
the  canteens  whence  the  dangerous  liquor  was  procured. 
The  men  are  at  rest,  or  only  occupied  in  providing  for 
their  own  subsistence.  The  work  of  the  army  is  not 
too  severe  ;  in  fact,  the  culprits  '  who  enjoy  moderate 
exercise  in  stone-breaking '  are  observed  to  be 
more  healthy  than  their  fellows.  In  short,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  British  army  is  now,  on 
the  whole,  as  well  cared  for,  as  healthy,  and  in  as 
good  order  as  can  be  expected  of  any  body  of  troops. 
Our  own  soldiers  are  not  alone  in  their  increased  com- 
forts and  cheerfulness.  Thei  armies  of  France  and 
Sardinia  are  supplied  with  necessaries  on  a  scale  far 
beyond  what  the  French  commissariat  could  reach 
during  the  past  winter.  Then  our  allies,  though  gene- 
rally successful  in  their  preparations,  could  not  wholly 
avoid  the  effects  of  cold  and  damp  acting  on  the  weary 
watchers  in  the  trenches.  Although  there  are  no 
trenches  this  winter,  yet  the  men  are  more  warmly  clad, 
and  will,  no  doubt,  pass  the  period  of  cold  weather  in 
health  and  comfort.  The  main  camp  before  Sebastopol 
is  the  centre  of  a  number  of  isolated  stations.  From 
these  generally  the  accounts  are  favourable.  Kinburn 
is  occupied  exclusively  by  the  French.  The  narrow 
entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Cherson  may  be  frozen  for  some 
weeks,  but  the  place  is  well  provisioned,  the  old  works 
have  been  improved  and  new  ones  erected.  The  pos- 
session of  this  place  is  a  pledge  that  operations  against 
the  great  Russian  building-yards  will  not  be  forgotten 
when  the  retreat  or  rout  of  the  Crimean  army  shall 
have  left  the  allies  at  liberty.  The  healthiness  and 
accessibility  of  this  spot  make  it  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able conquests  that  the  allied  arms  have  effected.  Far 
on  the  east  again,  at  the  narrow  entrance  of  the  Sea  of 
Azoff,  the  Turkish  Contingent  has  been  landed  with  its 
British  officers.  We  have  before  mentioned  the  com- 
plaints of  this  body  ;  whether  its  present  destination 
has  been  wisely  chosen  we  will  not  decide,  but  it  is  not 
doubtful  that,  led  and  disciplined  as  it  is,  it  will  be 
powerful  enough  to  repel  any  assault  of  the  Russians 
during  the  winter.  Provisions  will  be  dear  and  access 
difficult.  It  is  probable  that  the  expense  of  supporting 
the  force  will  be  very  great ;  but  it  is  likely  to  retain  its 
health,  and  to  be  increased  in  efficiency  by  the  time  its 
active  services  are  required  in  the  ensuing  spring. 
Eupatoria  calls  for  no  particular  remark ;  it  is  well  gar- 
risoned and  intrenched,  and  may  be  regarded  as  unas- 
sailable. Here,  then,  at  the  close  of  the  second  year  of 
war,  are  the  allies  established  on  four  important  points 
of  the  Russian  territory.  Not  only  by  their  ships,  but 
by  land  garrisons,  they  hold  the  mouths  of  the  Dneiper 
and  the  Don,  while  their  grand  army,  numerous,  well 
fed,  well  equipped,  and  sanguine  of  success,  waits  only 
for  the  fitting  season  to  march  to  new  victories.  It  has 
been  doubted  whether  the  present  war  has  developed 
any  distinguished  genius ;  that  is  a  question  which  time 
must  answer ;  but  this  we  can  assert,  that,  though 
mediocrity  and  inexperience  may  have  commanded,  yet 
the  vigour  of  two  free  nations  has  won  larger  successes 
than  have  ever  attended  the  first  campaign  of  any 
European  war." 


A  despatch  from  Lieutenant  Geneste  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, giving  an  account  of  the  Hango  Massacre,  has 
been  published.  It  shows  that  the  murderers  of  the 
boat's  crews  were  not  irregular  militia,  but  grenadiers 
of  the  regiment  of  which  the  King  of  Prussia  is  Colonel; 
that  Lieutenant  Geneste  and  Mr.  Sullivan  were  bound 
tightly  with  cords  after  their  capture,  and  laid  on  their 
baeks  in  a  cart ;  that  the  seamen,  wounded  and  un- 
wounded,  were  compelled  to  walk  by  the  Cossacks,  who 
struck  them  with  their  lances  ;  and  that  the  officers  of 
a  Russian  regiment  at  Eckness,  disgusted  with  the 
treatment  of  the  prisoners,  cut  the  cords  that  bound 
them.     One  Russian  officer  present  at  the  capture  shook 


his  fist  in  the  face  of  Geneste,  who  was  at  the  time  held 
by  eight  or  ten  men.  It  is  clear  from  this  despatch  that 
the  ambush  was  prepared. 

Commercial  advices  from  France  state,  that  the  re- 
tail trade  of  Paris  has  recovered  some  activity,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  approaching  new  year.  The  magazins 
de  nouveautis  in  particular  are  visited  by  numerous 
purchasers.  The  manufacturers  have  also  received 
important  orders  from  abroad,  which  will  enable  them 
to  give  occupation  to  their  workmen  for  the  winter. 
The  accounts  from  the  provincial  industrial  districts, 
however,  are  not  so  satisfactory.  At  Rouen,  Mulhouse, 
Roubaix,  and  Amiens,  manufacturers  complain  of  the 
high  price  of  raw  materials,  and  of  being  under  the 
necessity  of  disposing  of  their  goods  on  unprofitable 
terms.  The  sale  of  grain  is  becoming  daily  more  diffi- 
cult, since  it  is  evident  that  the  purchases  made  in  the 
United  States,  Spain,  and  other  countries,  amply  supply 
the  supposed  deficiency  in  the  last  crop.  Speculators 
who  had  laid  in  a  considerable  stock  are  now  anxious  to 
sell  off,  but  find  with  difficulty  buyers  at  the  present 
rates.  Wheat  has  experienced  a  slight  decline,  and  in 
the  departments  the  fall  is  general.  The  accounts  from 
the  principal  cattle  markets  and  fairs  of  the  interior 
mention  a  diminution  in  prices.  In  Limousin,  for 
instance,  fat  oxen  and  pigs  sell  at  10c.  lower  per  kilo- 
gramme than  last  December.  The  wine  trade  at  Bercy 
is  pretty  active,  Paris  and  its  environs  having  of  late 
purchased  largely.  Prices,  however,  remain  firm. 
There  is  no  foundation  whatever  in  the  report,  pub- 
lished by  some  foreign  journals,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment intend  to  increase  the  duties  on  tobacco,  salt,  and 
other  articles. 


A  letter  from  Moldavia,  of  the  10th  of  December, 
states  that  the  Hospodar  Gregory  Ghika  has  proclaimed 
the  entire  abolition  of  serfdom  in  his  Principality.  This 
important  act  was  carried  into  execution  on  November  28. 

An  Act  of  Excommunication  has  been  performed  at 
Coblentz,  of  which  a  German  journal  gives  the  follow- 
ing curious  account: — Coblentz,  Dec.  12.  On  Sunday 
we  were  witnesses  of  a  ceremony  which  has  not  been 
performed  for  centuries,  viz.,  an  excommunication,  the 
subject  being  M.  Sonntag,  a  merchant  at  Coblentz,  who 
was  divorced  from  his  first  wife,  and  eight  years  ago 
was  married  by  the  civil  authorities  only  to  his  present 
one.  Last  summer,  M.  Sonntag  was  commanded  by  the 
clergy  to  separate  from  his  wife,  and,  not  obeying  their 
decree,  he  was  on  Sunday  excommunicated.  Dean 
Kramentz,  after  preaching  a  sermon  against  the  civil 
marriage,  put  on  some  other  sacerdotal  garments,  and, 
accompanied  by  two  clergymen  bearing  wax  tapers, 
read,  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  the  sentence 
of  excommunication  against  M.  Sonntag  and  his  lady. 
Ho  then  extinguished  the  tapers,  saying  that  the  indi- 
viduals named  were  not  worthy  to  see  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  and  throwing  the  candlesticks  to  the  ground, 
breaking  them  to  piece3,  exclaimed,  "  Let  the  bells 
sound  the  funeral  knell !  "  We  immediately  heard  the 
sound  of  bells  and  the  chants  for  the  dead.  The  dean, 
in  conclusion,  proclaimed  that  no  one  whosoever  was  to 
hold  relations  with  the  excommunicated,  to  salute  them, 
&c.  This  prohibition  has  not  had  much  effect,  for  their 
house  has  been  filled  ever  since  with  visitors,  and  at 
night  they  have  been  serenaded. 


Accounts  from  St.  Petersburg  state  that  a  Russian 
loan  of  fifty  million  of  roubles  (nearly  S,000,OOCM.)  is 
issued  at  82,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest.  A  money 
panic  has  commenced  in  Russia.  At  Moscow,  Nishni- 
Novgorod,  Astrakan,  and  other  places,  bank  notes  are 
refused.  People  are  hiding  money.  The  Russian  govern- 
ment has  ordained  that  to  facilitate  payments  from  the 
state  treasury  the  normal  proportion  of  bullion  to  be 
held  by  the  bank  against  notes  in  circulation  shall  be 
diminished.  It  was  feared  that  the  payment  of  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt  will  be  suspended. 

At  the  Grand  Council  at  St.  Petersburg  it  has  been      ' 
resolved  to  fortify  that  city  and  Moscow,  and  commis- 
sions of  engineers  have  been  appointed  to  make  plan?. 
of  defence.     General  Dehn  is  the  president  of  the  cor/i- 
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mission  for  St.  Petersburg,  and  General  Todtleben  of 
that  for  Moscow. 

A  letter  from  Hamburg,  in  the  Monitetir  of  the  7th, 
says  :  "  According  to  accounts  from  St.  Petersburg,  the 
new  levy  which  is  now  in  course  of  execution  through- 
out almost  the  whole  empire  meets  with  coiwderable 
difficulties.  In  the  parts  of  the  empire  bordering  on 
Prussia,  for  instance,  the  greatest  discontent  is  expressed. 
Every  proprietor  who  is  called  on  to  furnish  seventy  men 
is  subjected  by  that  proceeding — as  each  man  is  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  1000  silver  roubles — to  a  tribute  of 
70,000  roubles  (the  rouble  is  worth  nearly  4fr.),  and  to 
this  must  be  added  about  7000  more  in  money,  for  the 
expense  of  the  first  equipment.  An  idea  may  be  formed 
from  this  fact  of  the  charges  imposed  on  the  country  by 
this  war.  Desertions  are  frequent,  and  the  misery  must 
be  very  severe  to  force  men  to  adopt  a  step  which  is 
attended  with  such  danger.  The  imperial  bank  of 
Odessa  is  not  the  only  one  that  has  suspended  pay- 
ments. The  same  has  taken  place  in  other  government 
establishments  of  the  same  kind.  When  persons  pre- 
sent themselves  to  demand  cash  for  notes,  the  clerk 
enquires  their  object  for  so  doing,  as  paper  money  will 
answer  their  purpose  as  well.  It'  the  person  persists,  he 
is  then  told  that  his  application  must  be  made  known  to 
the  superior  authorities  before  it  can  be  complied  with. 
This  announcement,  the  meaning  of  which,  in  a  country 
like  Russia,  is  well  known,  is  more  than  sufficient  to 
dissuade  even  the  most  daring  from  making  any  further 
demand. 


The  Prussian  Chambers  were  opened  by  the  King  on 
the  29th  ult.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's speech: — "Gentlemen, — The  conflict  between 
several  European  powers  is  not  yet  at  an  end. 
Our  fatherland,  however,  continues  to  be  the  abode  of 
peace.  I  trust  in  God  that  it  will  remain  so,  and  that 
I  shall  succeed  in  preserving  the  honour  and  standing  of 
Prussia  without  inflicting  upon  our  country  the  heavy 
sacrifices  of.war.     I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  know  of  no 


people  so  well  prepared  for  war,  or  more  ready  for  sacri- 
fices than  my  own,  whenever  its  honour  or  interests  are 
really  in  danger.  This  proud  consciousness,  however, 
imposes  upon  me  the  duty,  while  abiding  faithfully  by 
obligations  already  contracted,  not  to  enter  into  further 
engagements,  the  political  and  military  liabilities  of 
which  are  not  to  be  estimated  beforehand.  In  the  at- 
titude assumed  by  Prussia,  Austria  and  Germany  be- 
hold a  valid  security  for  the  further  maintenance  of 
that  independent  position  which  is  equally  conducive 
to  the  attainment  of  an  equitable  and  lasting  peace  and 
compatible  with  sincere  good  wishes  for  all." 
.  Accounts  from  Berlin  state,  that  the  pacific  proposi- 
tions of  Austria  have  been  communicated  to  the 
Prussian  government  by  Prince  Esterhazy,  Austrian 
minister  to  the  court  of  Berlin — a  relation  of  the  Count 
Esterhazy,  who  is  ambassador  from  the  court  of  Vienna 
at  St.  Petersburgh.  The  Prussian  government  (it  is 
added)  will  use  its  influence  with  the  Czar  in  support  of 
the  propositions. 

The  intelligence  from  the  United  States  relates 
chiefly  to  party  struggles  for  preponderance  in  the 
elections.  There  was  an  immense  Know-Nothing  torch- 
light demonstration  at  Washington  on  the  23rd  ult., 
when  six  hundred  delegates  from  Baltimore  were  pre- 
sent. A  grand  Know-Nothing  mass  meeting  was  held 
at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  27th  ult.,  in  which 
delegates  from  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Mississippi,  Illinois,  and  Kentucky  took  part.  A  series 
of  resolutions,  reaffirming  the  principles  of  the  party  as 
enunciated  by  the  Philadelphia  convention,  was  adopted. 
A  bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  legislature  of  Georgia 
proposing  to  confiscate,  for  the  benefit  of  owners  of 
fugitive  slaves,  the  debts  due  by  citizens  of  Georgia  to 
citizens  of  the  state  to  which  slaves  may  have  escaped, 
if  the  authorities  of  that  state  refuse  to  deliver  up  the 
slaves  upon  claim  of  their  rightful  owners. 

All  apprehension  of  a  rupture  between  England  and 
the  United  States  is  at  an  end. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


An  important  item  in  the  literature  of  the  past  month 
has  been  furnished  by  books  adapted  to  the  season,  and 
of  such  illustrated  gift-volumes  the  principal  have  been 
an  edition  of  Longfellow' V  Poems,  with  a  very  rich  col- 
lection of  woodcuts  after  drawings  by  Mr.  Gilbert ;  a 
volume  on  the  Campaign  in  the  Crimea,  by  Mr. 
Brackenbury,  with  forty  plates  from  the  drawings  of 
Mr.  Simpson ;  a  collection  of  poems  about  the  Sabbath, 
with  landscape  views  by  Mr.  Birket  Foster  printed  in 
colours,  entitled  Sabbath  Bells  Chimed  by  the  Poets ;  an 
edition  of  .Goldsmith's  Traveller,  with  many  fine  etch- 
ings by  the  same  artist;  a  little  book  of  The  Christmas- 
Tree  and  Other  Tales,  adapted  from  the  German  by 
Mrs.  Fanny  Kemble ;  a  splendidly  illustrated  Moore's 
Irish  Melodies,  with  drawings  by  the  most  celebrated  of 
modern  artists  and  academicians ;  a  cheap  republication 
of  Otto  Speckter's  Puss  in  Boots;  and  a  volume  of 
Greek  Fairy  Tales,  written  by  Mr.  Kingsley  for  his 
children,  and  illustrated  by  himself,  called  The  Heroes. 
To  these  we  may  add  another  book  remarkable  for  its 
wealth  of  illustration,  but  belonging  to  more  permanent 
literature.  Mr.  Ferguson  has  published  an  Illustrated 
Handbook  of  Architecture,  in  two  volumes,  containing 
850  woodcuts  very  beautifully  executed. 

Mr.  Macaulay's  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  the 
History  of  England  claim  of  course  our  first  mention 
among  the  important  publications  of  the  past  month  ; 
and  other  works  of  some  interest  have  followed 
in  their  wake.  Lord  Brougham  lias  collected  his  Con- 
tributions to  the  Edinburgh  Review.  Dean  Liddell,  of 
Christchurch,  has  published  in  two  octavos  a  History  of 
Rome,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Empire.  Mr.  N.  A.  Woods,  the  special  corre- 
spondent of  the  Morning  Herald  at  the  seat  of  war,  has 
written  an  historical  sketch  of  The  Past  Campaign, 
with  very  interesting  extracts  from  the  private  journal 
of  Major  Butler  of  Silistria.     Mrs.  Henry  Duberley  has 


published  A  Journal  kept  during  the  Russian  War  by 
herself.  A  second  volume  of  Mr.  Thackeray's  Miscel- 
lanies has  been  issued.  Mr.  Poulton  has  written  in  a 
single  stout  octavo  A  New  History  of  England,  which 
deals  almost  exclusively  with  the  development  of 
opinion  in  each  reign.  A  translation  has  been  made 
of  the  chief  letters  in  The  Confidential  Correspondence 
of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  with  his  brother  Joseph.  The 
eighth  volume  has  been  issued  of  the  Works  of  Dugald 
Stewart,  containing  the  first  volume  of  his  Treatise 
on  Political  Economy.  And  Dean  Milman  has  issued 
the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  volumes  of  his  History 
of  Latin  Christianity,  carrying  the  subject  down  to 
the  Pontificate  of  Nicolas  V.,  in  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century. 

Among  works  of  a  more  miscellaneous  kind  may  be 
mentioned  two  octavo  volumes  of  Essays  on  Principles 
of  Government,  being  the  Meditations  in  Exile  of  Mr. 
William  Smith  O'Brien  ;  a  full  and  detailed  account  of 
Five  Years  in  Damascus,  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Porter,  a 
highly  intelligent  observer ;  a  little  volume,  by  Mr. 
Max  Muller,  on  The  Languages  of  the  Seat  of  War  in 
the  East ;  a  translation,  from  Madame  Ida  Pfeiffer,  of 
A  Lady's  Second  Journey  Round  the  World ;  a  fanciful 
biography,  by  Mr.  Henry  Mayhew,  of  the  Youth  of 
Humphry  Davy,  entitled  The  Wonders  of  Scietice ; 
a  new  and  cheap  edition  of  Th»  Vision  and  Creed  of 
Piers  Ploughman,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  being  the 
first  published  of  a  proposed  Library  of  Old  Authors,  to 
be  issued  by  Mr.  Russell  Smith ;  two  volumes  of 
Eastern  Travel,  called  The  Wanderer  in  Arabia,  by 
Mr.  Geo.  T.  Lowth ;  a  collection  of  original  Eastern 
Stories,  forming  an  Arabian  Entertainment,  by  Mr. 
George  Meredith,  with  the  title  of  The  Shaving  of 
Shagpat ;  and  three  romances,  The  House  of  Elmore, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Oliphant's  Zaidee,  and  Miss  Kavanagh's 
RacJiel  Gray. 
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COMMERCIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  20th  inst.,  £11,306,310. 

LATEST  LONDON   PRICES.  , 


Gold,  stau.  per  oz.  £3  17 
Do.,  dust,         „ 


Silver  bars,  stan.  per  oz.  5 
Mexican  dollars,        ,,       5 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 01S  prem.  I  New  York 

Hamburgh 0 -IS  prem.  | 

Bank  Rate  of  Discount,  7  per  cent. 


par. 


STOCKS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

90| 

89| 
S9J 

34 

2104 
2  dis. 
2  dis. 

SSi 
874 
878 

3r^ 
205 
11  dis. 
7  dis. 

884-1 

ssi-i 

S9b-t 

34 

205J-207 
7-4  dis. 
3  dis. 

Paid. 


100 
11-6-3 
100 
100 
20 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 

Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Ediub.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Torksh. 
London  &  N.  Westu. 
Loudon  &  S.  Westu. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 


96 
61 

56}; 

51i 
9i 
104 
S94 
53J 
77| 
944 
S7 
644 
5S± 


94 

64 
54± 
50 

S§ 
lOli 
864 
49J 
754 
934 
84| 
62| 
56| 


Latest. 


94-96 
64-1 
55i 
504-51 
8f-9 
102-104 
88-4 
5?4-53 
76J-77 
931-94i 
85    , 
634-64 
564-574 


Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


603,181 

60.5S7 

506,941 

1,076,731 

9S6.554 
284,600 
943,707 

1,125,743 
S9S.417 

2,471,249 
63S.710 

1,209,462 
S04.739 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


FUNDS. 


r  USDs. 

Belgian  44  per  cent.,  — 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  — 
Chilian  6  per  ceut.,  — 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  — 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  624-644 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  94-5 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  191-1 
Peruvian  4\  per  cent.,  754 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  — 
Russian  4  4  per  cent.,  S9£ 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  — 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  S34 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Junct.,  3-24-dis. 
Great  W.  of  Canada,  24-244 
Great  Luxembourg,  3i-3J- 
Northern  of  France,  351-35J 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.,  45-4 
Paris  and  Orleans,  44-46 
Paris  and  Lyons,  45-454 
Paris  and  Rouen,  — 
Rouen  and  Havre,  — 
West  Flanders,  34-4 
West  of  France,  294-30 


Mines. 

Linares 7-74  I  Quartz  Rock 

Nouveau  Monde A-i  I  St.  John  Del  Rey 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australian i-? 

Colonial  Gold — 

Great  Nugget    i-| 

Port  Philip — 

South  Australian g-jj 

Railways. 

Bombay  and  Baroda i-4 

East  Indian 211 

Do.,     Extension  i-f 

Indian  Peninsula 54-53 

Madras 18*-i 


Banks. 

Australasian  

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust. 
Lond.  Chart,  of  Aust. 
South  Australian 
Union  of  Australia   . . 


.  90-92 

164-17 

151-16J 

40-42 
73-75 


Steam  Companies. 

Australasian  Pacific    — 

Australian  Royal  Mail   ..     — 

Eastern  Steam  Navig — 

General  Screw  St.  Ship  . .     — 
Pen.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.   63-65 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural  2S-30 
Van  Diemen's  Land  . . .  15-16 
South  Australian  land    36-3S 


i- 


North  Brit.  Australian 

Peel  River  Land 

Scottish  Austr.  Invest...  14-i 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


eek 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

ending— 

s.      d. 

S.      d. 

8.      d. 

s.      d. 

1.      d. 

s.      d. 

Nov.    24 

82      1 

40     11 

28      1 

52       9 

51     10 

52       8 

Dec.      1 

83      1 

42      3 

2S     10 

53       0 

53       3 

52       5 

—      s 

SI      6 

42       5 

28       6 

53       9 

52      3 

50      9 

—     15 

79     11 

41       3 

27    10 

55       4 

51      S 

49       1 

AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS— (Omtmued.) 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


Malt.  Pale,      per  qr. 

Malting  Barley  ,,     . 

Oats,  best,  ,, 

Wheat,  White,    „     . 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  73 
Country  household  57 
American,  per  barl.  42 

Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  46 

Bread,  per  4  lbs. —  d. 
Best  Wheaten  . . 
Household 

Cattle —  s. 

Beasts,  per  st.  3 
Calves  .,  ,,  4 
Sheep    . . 


74  to  S3 
3S  — 40 
31  —  35 
65  —  90 


11  tolH 
9— 10* 

d.    s.  d. 

4  to  4  10 

4  —  5     0 

3     4  —  5     0 

3  10  — 5     0 


Pigs 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South  Downs..  1     0—13 
Kentish  fleeces  1     0  — 1  14 
German  Prima  2    6  — 3  6 
Australian  ....  1     3—22 

Cape 0     7—17 

Spanish 1    1—2  0 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  per  ton,  126?. 

Iron,  Pigs,  3/.  15s.  to  5?.  5s. 
Rails,  SI.  5s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  25?.  10s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  19J.  0s.  to  19?.  10s. 
Tin,  English  block,  125?.  ; 
Banca,130(.;  Spelter.  32?.  0s.; 
Quicksilver,  per  lb.,  Is.  10c?. 

Provisions. 

Beef— Irish  In.,  per  tr.,  150s.  ; 

Hambro',  125s.  to  127s.  6c?. ; 

American,  125s.  to  150s. 
Bacon,  p.  cwt. — Irish,  56s.  to 

61s. ;  American,  54s.  to  5Ss. 
Butter — Dorset,  p.  cwt.,  114s. 

to  120s.  ;  Irish,  94s.  to  110s. ; 

Dutch,  90s.  to  100s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

60s.  to  SOs. ;  Wiltshire,  51s.  to 

72s.  ;  Dutch,  56s.  to  62s. 
Hams  — York,    S8s.  to  110s.  ; 

Irish,    70s.    to  S6s.  ;     West- 
phalia, 70s.  to  74s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  Sc?.  to  4s.  4c?. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

S  lb.,  3s.  Sc?.  to  4s.  6c?. 
Pork,  p.  S  lb. ,  3s.  10c?.  to  5s.  4c?. 
Veal,  3s.  Sd.  to  4s.  Sd. 
Lamb,  0s.  0c?.  to  0s.  Od. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  Scotch  reds, 

60s.   to  95s. ;  Regts,  75s.   to 

110s. 


?.  s.       ?.  ». 

Hay per  load  4  0  to  6  10 

Clover..        ,,        4  4  —  30 

Straw..        „         1  4  —  1  10 

Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  13?.  0s. 
to  14?.  15s.  :  Rape  cake, 
do.,  7?.  15s.  ;  Bones,  per  ton, 
61.  10s.  to  IS?.  0s. 

Hops.— Kents,  SOs.  to  112s. 
Sussex,  70s.  to  90s. 

Poultry — Capons,  4s.  6d.  to 

6s.   0c?. ;    Fowls,    2'.   0c?.  to 

6s.  0d.  ;    Chicks,    5s.  0c?.  to 

7s.  0c?. ;    Ducks,    2s.  0c?.  to 

3s.  0c?. ;  Geese,  6s.  Od.  to 
9s.  Od. ;  Turkeys,  0s.  0e?.  to 
21s.  Od.  ;  Pigeons,  Is. 

Hides,  &c.  —  Market,  96  lb., 
4J'?.  to  5|c?.  ;  ditto,  Horse- 
hides,  salted,  6s.  6c?.  to 
9s.  3d.  each. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli,  per  ton.  55?.  0s.  ; 
Sperm,  129?.;  Pale  Seal,  50?. 
0s.  ;  Rape,  5S?.  to  61(.  ;  Co- 
coa-nut, 46?.  to  47?.  ;  Palm, 
49?.  ;  Linseed,  42!.  0s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
31.  7s.  to  0?.  0s.  ;  Sheep, 
3?.  8s.  to  3?.  9*. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad.  52s. 
to  59s.  ;  Bahia,  49s.  to  51s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, SOs.  0c?.  to 53s.  Oc?.;  Do., 
Plantation.  63s.  to  SO?.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 56s.  to  90s.  ;  Jamaica, 
55s.  to  84s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  duty 
paid,  2Ss.  0c?.  to  3Ss.  Od.  ; 
Bengal,  13s.  6c?.  to  17s.  6<L 

Sugar — Barbadoes.  per  cwt., 
46s.  Od.  to  52s.  0c?.  ;  Mau- 
ritius, 37*.  0c?.  to  53s.  Od.  ; 
Bengal,  48s.  Od.  to  55s.  Od. 

Do.  Refined — Grocery  lumps, 
5Ss.  Od.  to  61s.  0c?.;  Bastards, 
40s.  Od.  to  44s.  Od.;  Crushed, 
35s.  to  37s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  9d.)— 
Congou,  9c?.  to  2s.  6c?. ; 
Souchong,  9id.  to  2s.  6d.  ; 
Hyson,  Is.  2d.  to  4s.  Od. ; 
Assam,  Is.  6d.  to  4s.  4d. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1855. 

Australian 
Colonics. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  Oct.  31 

November.. . . 

5H,S13 
2.7S0 

15,280 

371 

86.S51 
5,305 

2,303 
2S4 

158,337 
8,740 

Total  to  Nov.  30 

56,593 

15.051 

92,156 

2,677 

107,077 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  Australian 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London  and 
Liverpool. 


Melbourne 
Sydney .  . . 
Adelaide . . 
Hobart  Til. 


Cabin. 


£30  to  £60 
40  —  00 
SO  —  65 
40  —   65 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£20  to  £30 
IS  —  32 
20  —  35 
25  —  35 


Steerage. 


£15  to  £21 
15  —  20 
IS  —  21 
20   —  22 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


40s.  to  45s. 
30  —  41) 
30  —  40 
30  —  40 


The  Publication  of  the 

HOUSEHOLD    NARRATIVE    OF 
CURRENT    EVENTS 

Will  be  Discontinued  with  the  present  Number,  which  com- 
pletes the  Volume  for  the  Year.  The  previous  Volumes, 
beginning  with  1850,  may  be  had  of  all  Booksellers,  and  at  all 
Railway  Stations. 
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